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Huka Ile3apsb
HcTuHHAS rae-To psaaomM

IIpouJior.

Terutelil cBeT OOJBIIOTO0 KaMHMHA MSTKO 03apsil KoMHaty. [lojieHbsi Beceso Tpemany, 60apo
roe/laeMble SI3BIKAMHM aJIOTO IIaMeHu. Tpeck U TIyOOKMe TeHU CO3/1aBaJH YIOT B IIPOTHBOBEC Pasry-
JISBLIENCS Ha YJIUIe CTUXMU. Berep ¢ BoeM pBaiCsl B OKHA, eJjasi IOraCUTh HEHABUCTHBIM OTOHb.
CubHas MeTenb X035IiHUYala B FOpOJie, B MTHOBEHHE OKa 3aMeTasi ClIyJalHbIX MyTHUKOB. Kpslium
JIOMOB U JIOPOTY YKPBIBAJI ITyIITUCTHIN OCJTBbI CHET, ¥ 3TO ObLJIO TOJIBKO HAYaJI0 HOYH.

My>X4rHa MOT4a CHIET B ITTyOOKOM KOXXKaHOM Kpeciie, BHITSHYB HOTHM K OTHIO. Ero 1yimHHBIE
aJIblIbl, YHU3AHHBIE IPArolieHHBIMU MEPCTHSMU C CUMBOJIAMM MMIIEPATOPCKOM BJIACTH, UIPAJH C
XPYCTJIbHBIM OOKAJIOM, TOHSIsI OCTABIIUECsT KYCOUKH JibJa. HanuTok ObLT JaBHO BBIUT, HO JyMbI HE
octaBisu. Ero octpbiii B3/, CIOBHO 3a4apOBaHHBIN, ObUT TPUKOBAH K OTHIO, OYATO TaM MOKHO
ObLJIO ITPOYECTh OTBETHI HA MYUHBIIKE €0 BOIPOCH U, HAKOHEII, IPUHSThH PEIleHHE.

B cocenHeM kpecie HeTeprieMBO MOCTYKUBAIT MAJIBLIAMHU 110 TIOJIOKOTHUKY €ro Ipyr U Onu-
KalIMi copaTHUK. Ero orHeHHON HaType MpeTWsIo JaBsliee MOTYaHue. XOTeJIOCh CTPEMUTEIBHO
PacipsIMUTLCS |, CIIOBHO CTpeJa, TOMYAThCS K eI, TPOH3asi HACKBO3b. HO YBHI. .. HE Bce MpoOIeMbl
MatepuaibHbl. VI B HEKOTOPBIX Cilydasix Harop TOJbKO MemaeT. MykunHa HECKOJIBKO pa3 OTKpbI-
BaJI ObUIO POT, YTOOBI HAPYIIUTh MOITYaHUE, HO B MOCJIEAHUI MOMEHT oOpbiBai cedsi. Y mostomy,
KOrza TskEnas AepeBsiHHAs ABEpb pacliaxHyJlach, OH C paJlOCTHBIM BbIJIOXOM ITOBEPHYJICS] HABCTPEUyY
BOILIEIIIIEMY.

BproHeT, CTOSIBIINIA B ABEPSIX, YCMEXHYJICS, OKUHYB B3IISIIOM HEOOJIBIITYI0 KOMITAHUIO, U yBe-
PEHHO TOJIONIEN K CTOJIMKY C HANIMTKAMM, HasluBasi cebe B OOKaJ SHTapHYIO KUIIKOCTb U Opocast mapy
KyOHKOB JIbJIA.

— 51 3aBTpa OTNIPaBIAIOCH K UepHOOYPHIM, — TIOBCEIHEBHBIM TOHOM OIOBECTHJI OH CHIISIIHX.

— Hanapnenue? — ¢ Hafex/10i MPOU3HEC PhIKUM, B IPEABKYIIIEHUN HAKJIOHSACH BIIEPE, TOTO-
BbIiA, HAKOHEII, COPBATLCS C MECTA.

— Y 4epHOOYpBIX-TO? — HEMHOTO TSTYy4e, HEMHOTO HACMEIILTUBO OCTAHOBHUJI €70 BEHIIEHOCHBIN
apyr. — Ckopee, OpaT omsTh I7ie-TO y4uysiI MAariuecKyio aHoMauio. B rociieiHee Bpemst 3To 3aHUMaeT
BCE ero CBOOOIHOE BpeMsl.

— Kotoporo, yBbI, y MeHs1 HeMHOTO. M BCE 0 ubeil BUHE? — HETOBOJILHO (DBIPKHYJI OH, BCTpe-
YasiCh C HACMELUIMBBIM B3IVISI0M IJ1a3, TaK MOXOXKHX HA €ro.

— CynpOy He BbIOMpaIOT, — (prI0CO(CKHU MPOTAHYA MYXUYMHA, OTCTaBJsAs OOKall, a Tocre,
IUIaBHO TMOTSIHYBILIUCH, NOAHSUICS U3 Kpecia. — Tak... IOMHUTCS, OAHAX/bl U3-32 TAKOW aHOMAJIUU
1ienasi jepeBHs odesymerna. JKurenei oxBaTuil Aukuid ronoa. OHM KWAATKCH APYT HA JIpyra, a mocie
Y Ha MOAOCTIeBIINI OTpsiA. [Ipy 5TOM y HUX OBLIO CTOJIBKO OEIIeHOH CHITbI! — He OCTaBIIsIs HAIEK Y,
MPOroBOPUJI pbikuil. — MoxeT, MHe noexath ¢ ®poynom? Bc€ paBHO ceituac 3aTulibe, U MOE MpH-
CYTCTBHE B CTOJIMIIE He 00s13aTeIbHO. BAPYT 1 B 3TOT pa3 cyuuTcsl Kakas-To TEMHAs HAalacTh?

— Hy-Hy, — HacMenuimBo XMbIKHYJI OHaHp, cebMON UMIepaTop U3 poaa X3JIbBapioB, — a
MIPOCJIaBJIEHHBI TEMHBIN T€HEPasl HUKAK He CIIpaBUTCS cam?

— Emy To4YHO Hy:XeH psijioM O0€BOIi TOBAPHIIL, — OCTaBasICh NP CBOEM MHEHMH, PaJJOCTHO CKa-
JIUJICS] PBLKUM, — TIPAaBAA ke, Ipyr?

— He nymaro, yto OyaeT AefCTBUTENBHO YTO-TO CEPhEZHOE, — CIIerka BUHOBATO KAUHYJI TOJIOBOM
TOT.

— 3HAuUT, MPOCTO MPOTYJISAEMCS, — PEHIUTETHHO XJIOMHYB ceOs 1o Oe/ipy, MPOroBOPHIT PhIKHI,
MOHUMAsICh. — ['OBOPAT, Yy UepHOOYPHIX MOTPSICAIOMINI JIeC, TMOMHBINA JuuH. VX KHS3b KaK-TO 3B
MEH$ Ha OXOTY, JyMaio, Iopa NPUHSATH NpUIJIalleHue !
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— Hy, nporysnsiitech, — XMbIKHY/1 OHaH[Ip, TOHUMAs, YTO B STOT MOMEHT OKOHYATEJIbHO ITPUHSLIT
pelleHre, — 3a0/IHO MPUCMOTPUTECH K TAMOIIHMM JeBHULIaM... [IoMHUTCS, y HUX ceiluac Kak pa3
OpayHbIil Ce30H, U KHS3b B YECTh ITOTO yCTpamBaeT Oajl, YTOOBI MOJIOIBIE JIMCHI, BCTYIMBIINE Ha
MOVCK UCTUHHOM Mapbl, MOIJIM YUYSTb APYT Apyra.

— MBuI e Monofpl 1151 TAKOW €pyH/bl, — CIJIOTHYB, TPOrOBOPUJ PbLKUIL.

— OHaHap? — HAXMYPUBIIKCH, OPIOHET TIOJIOIIEN K OpaTy, BOPOCUTEIHHO BIIISIBIBASCH B €T0O
rasa.

— Térymka npaBa. Mbl He HOJKHBI OOJIbIIE OTTATMBATh Hen3OexxHoe. Ham mopa keHuTbes,
Opart. A eciu yX MCKaTh KEH, TO He OCTAaBUM XK€ MbI IPY3€H. .. OIHUX.

— Hy, cnacu6o! — Bo3myTwics peikuid. — 5 He roto! S emé Tak mosnoxn!

—Hy na, Bcero-to B mponuioM Mecsile NepecTyIul YepTy BTOPOTO CTONETH S, — XMBIKHYJI UMIIe-
parop, MoAXOs K OKHY.

— IlepBble ABecTH JIeT — camble CJIOKHbIE B KU3HU JPAKOHA, — OOMKEHHO (DHIPKHYJ PBIKHIA,
3a0upasi CTakaH, K KOTOPOMY TaK M He MPUTPOHYJICS OPIOHET, M pa30M OIyCTOIIas ero.

— MHe HyXeH HaCJIe/IHMK, HO €CJIM MHE He MOBE3ET, TO Ha IPECTOJ B30MIET MIIEMSIHHUK, KOTO-
POro y MeHsI TOXE HET. ..

— TeGe HAMOMHUTD, YTO MBI HE MOKEM IPOCTO TAK B3SITh U JKEHUTHCS HA TIEPBBIX TOMABIINXCS
3HaTHBIX JeBuIiax? [Ipecton HaceayeT TObKO UCTUHHBIN UMITEPATOp, ANUTS JTIOOBU UCTUHHOM Maphl.
MBbI 32 CTOJBKO JIET He BCTPETHJIM CBOMX MpeIHA3HAUYEHHBIX CYIbOOM, M Thl JyMaellb, OT TOrO, YTO
THI PELINJI, MOJI, YK€ TIOpa, MBI UX TYT ke BCTpeTuM? — OpoBU OpIOHETa HACMEIILJIMBO O3] BBEPX.

— He criopp, — XMBIKHYJI UMIIEPATOP, — 51 YBEPEH, YTO Mbl €HIE€ HE HAIIUIA UX MPOCTO MOTOMY,
YTO He WCKaIM, ObLIM 3aHATH IPYyrMM. 3aroBOPhl M 3aBOEBAHUsI 3aHUMAJIU BCE Hallle Bpems, Mopa
MOIyMaTh O MUPE U OCMOTpeThcsl. VICTUHHAS T/Ie-TO PAOM. .. XOTsl Obl y OqHOTO U3 Hac. [locie TBo-
€ro BO3BPAILICHUS I YCTPOIO Oajl, MPUIJIAITY 3HATHBIX JEBUI] CO BCEH MMIIEPHU, MOXKET, yaada Oyner
COIYTCTBOBATh HaM.

— Mosxer, oboinémes 6e3 céTa. .. MAJIBIX JIaM M UX MaMal? — ¢ HafexJIoi mpoTsHy1 Opoy.
OT 01HO¥ TOJIBKO MBICJTH, YTO Ha HErO OTKPOIOT OpavyHyI0 OXOTY, XOTEJIOCh OOEPHYThCS IPAKOHOM
Y PBaHYTh HA TpaHUIly. 3psi OHM MepeOUIM BceX pa3OOMHUKOB U 3arHAIM B TEMHBIE JIeCa HEUUCTb,
HaJo ObUIO Mapy rpyI OCTaBUTh. .. HeaaaIbHOBUIHO C €ro CTOPOHBI.

— 4 TyT BCHOMHWJI, YTO KaK pa3 CErofHs BEYepOM IOIyYMs JIOHOC: B I0)KHOM MOpPE OISTh
pacnosicauch nupaThl. S OBICTPEHBKO CIIETAI0, POBEPIO, — PHKUI JOBOJIBHO CKATMJICS, MEJIEHHO
JBUTasiCh K JIBEPU.

— CrosATh! — rPO3HO U PELIUTENIBHO, COBCEM KaK Ha MMIIEPATOPCKOM COBETE, MOJIBUJI UMIIepa-
Top. — Ceityac Bbl JIETUTE IPOBEPATH MArM4YECKy0 aHOMAJIUIO; HE JIEJI0, €CIIY €UIE OfIHA JePEBHS Ipe-
BPATHUTCS] B HEYUCTh. 3a0/IHO TYJIBHETE; YEPHOOYpBIE JIUCH CaBATCS cBOMMHU Tovepsimu. Ho depes
TPY HEJIeJ Bbl JOJDKHBI BEPHYTBCSI U TIOCETUTh HOBOTOJHUM Oall. YBepeH, TETYIIKA paccTapaercs, 1
B CTOJIMITY CTEUYETCS BECh I[BET UMIIEpUH. B HOBBIN ro XOTs Obl OIH U3 HAC, HO CTYIHUT KEHATHIM !

I'nama 1.

TpI/I IOHBIC IC€BUIIbLI B ITBIIITHBIX HaCTCJIbHO-pOBOBbIX IJIaThAX, FpOMKO IIOCMENBAsICH, BHOpXHYJII/I
B CBETJIYIO TOCTHHYIO, TJIe yKe ObUT HAKPHIT OOJIBIIION CTOJ Ha JeCATh YEIOBEK.

3a CTOJIOM TaKKe CTOSUI TBAJIT, Be/lb MX MJIAJIIINE CeCTPEHKHU YKe 3aHSUIM CBOM MECTa, a BO
71aBe CHeJI TPy3HBIN OproHET. BoIbIIyio YacTh ero HeKOr/a IMKAPHOH IIEBEITIOPhI YK PaIllain CeJIble
HPHIII/I, HO 3TO BOBCE €Iro HE HOpTI/IHO, BElb MAT'KHEC KapI/Ie rjia3a MY)K‘H/IHLI 6I)UII/I IIOJIHBI JKUBOI'O
I/IHTCPCCEI, a MOpIIII/IHKI/I B UX yFOJIKaX HaMEKaJIu, 4YTO OH HE HpO‘Ib IIOCMEATHCA HpI/I HﬁpBOM BO3-
MOXHOM citydae. BoT u ceifuac Ha ero rydax urpajia UICKpeHHsIsl YJIBIOKa JOBOJIBHOTO CBOEH KU3HBIO
00OpOTHSI.

— OnazgpiBaete, 1€BOYKU, — MATKO YKOPWJI OH IIYMHBIX JAOYEpe, YTO BUHOBATO NEPEIIISHY-
JIVICh | eIIIE TPOMYE PACCMESIITHCH.
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— Hy nanenpKa. .. — XOpoM OTBETHJIM OHH U Py KHO OOHSUTH PACIUIBIBILIETOCS B YIOBOJIbCTBUN
POIUTEIs, a MOCIIE, COIIACHO CTAPIIMHCTBY, PACCEIHCH 32 CTOJIOM.

— MawmenbKa e1é He Bctana? — ¢ OECIIOKOMCTBOM CIIPOCHIIA camasi CTapiiasi i3 COOPaBIIMXCS
nesul], OTranua.

— Maubiin ¢ yTpa yepecuyp akTUBHAYAJL, — BMECTO MYKYMHBI OTBETHJIA KEHIIMHA, YTO MOSIBU-
JIach U3 IBEpeil, BEAyIIMX BO BHYyTpeHHUE OKoU. OHa Obl1a HEOONBIIIOr0 POCTA, C MATKUMHU YepTaMU
JIVIIA, TYCTOM IIOKOJIAIHOW KOCOH, CBOOOTHO MEPEKUHYTON Ha TPY/b, U OKpyIion ¢urypoid. B oco-
OEHHOCTH OKPYTJIOCTh BBIIEIISIACH B 00JIACTH )KMUBOTA, YTO MOAYEPKUBAIHN €€ XPYIKHE OeJIble JIaJOHH.

— AHHUKa, foporasi, Tebe He CTOMJIO BCTaBaTh, — TYT ke MOICKOUMJI MYKUYMHA U C PaJOCThIO
PBaHYJI K HeW HaBCTpedy, YTOObI OOHSATH U MOAJEPKATH CYNIPYTY.

Pogurenbckre HEXHOCTH BBI3BAJIM CMEIIKM CO CTOPOHBI MJIAAINMX JOYEpel, uyTo Ope3rimBoO
CMOPIIMJIM HOCHKY Y BBICYHYJIH SI3bIKH, TPUMacHIUasi. B To BpeMsi, Kak cTapiiye ¢ JIETKAM B3I0XOM
3aBUCTH CMOTpENM Ha BCE emé BMOOIEHHBIX APYr B Apyra pogurteneid. Kak Taer ux mamoyka mop
HEKHBIM B3IJISIJOM MATYIIKH, U KaK OHA, CJIOBHO MAJIOJIETHSISI IEBUIIA, 3AJIMBACTCS PYMSIHIIEM IO
€ro OTKPOBEHHO BIIIOOJIEHHBIM B3IJISIOM.

Kak MHOrue mentanuch 3a UX CIIMHAMM, KHS3I0 YepHOOYpHIX JIMCHII ©e300pa3HO TOBE3JIO
BCTPETUTh UCTUHHYIO TIapy B I0OHOM Bo3pacTe. M He mpocTo Kakyio-HUOYIb BHICOKOPOAHYIO JIUCY, a
MpeHa3HAaYEeHHYIO CYAbOOH, KEHIIMHY, YTO MTPaBUJIa C HUM ILJIEYOM K I1JIedy, JIeJIHIa B3JIETHI U Majie-
HUS, OblTa PAYUTETIbHON XO3SUKON U MPEKPAaCHOW KHsKHOW. [IpocThie jmchl 000Xkanu e€ 9yTh JI
He Oonblie camoro KHs3si. K Tomy ke, 3a rogpl Opaka OHa poausia CBOEMY MYKY BOCEMb KPETIKHX
MaJTBIIIIEH, KOTOPbIE ObLTA HACTOSIIUMHE YEPHOOYPHIMU JIMCUIIAMH, ¥ TOTOBUJIACH TTOAAPUTD JEBSATOTO.
EnuHCTBEHHOE, YTO OropyYaso MPOCTHIX TPakKIaH U PaIoBajIo 3aBUCTHUKOB HEOOJBIIIOTO KHSIKECTBA
— BCE HaCJICJHUIIBI ObLTH JEBUIIAMM. . .

KHsixeckast yera Bo3Jaraia Oonblliue HaAEKIbl HA €IIE He POAMBIIErocs Majbiiia. KHaruHs
yXke ObUIa B IOYTEHHOM BO3pAcTe, KaK M KHsI3b, TIOTOMY PEUIUThCS HA JAECATOrO peOEHKA OHU YKe
HE CMOT'YT, U TOTIa IPUIETCS TOTOBUTHLCS K Tiepejade BIACTH ATbHUM HACJIEAHUKAM, Yero UM Obl He
xotenock. Ho, Kak ToBopsT, y CyapObI Ha BCEX CBOM TUIAHBI.

— JleBouKH, BBl TAKKE XOPOIIEHbKHE, — JJACKOBO OKMHYJIA JIIOOSIIIIUM B3IJISIIOM J0Uepeit KHs-
TUHs, TIepe]] STUM TIOIEIOBaB KaXIylo, a MJIAJIINM U BOBCE JIOCTANIOCH C AECATOK €€ MCKPEHHUX
nioriestyeB. ToJbKO MocIie STOro OHa 3aHsijia CBOE MECTO PSIZIOM C MYKeM, — 51 TaK ¥ BIXKY, KaK K BallliM
HOTaM MaJaloT CpaKEHHbIE HATIOBAJI MY KUMHBL.

— JlecaTkamu, aAecsTKaMu! — paioCTHO XJIOMHYJIA B Jagommu JIMHH, OTY4ero oTell 3aKamuisics,
TOJIaBUBIINCH KyCOYKOM Oy>KEHHMHBI, YTO TOJIBKO KUHYJ cede B poT.

— OpgHoro OyaeT 10CTaTOuHO, — XPUILIO BBIIOXHYJ OH, MOKA KeHa PEeIUTENIbHO CTyJasa Jiago-
HBIO T10 €ro CIIMHE.

— Hy nanenska. .. — 0OMXeHHO HaTysia TyOKU AeBYIIKA. DT0 ObUT €€ MepBblil OpayHbIi CE30H, U
OHa ropeJia MpeaBKYIIEHUEM, K TOMY e JIeByIIIKa Oblla yecTomoouBa. He 3psi ske mpo3Basy epBbiM
I[BETKOM KHSIKeCTBa. XOTh €€ CECTPhI OBLTN U XOPOIIH COOOM. .. OHA OblIa TIpeKpacHa!

— He cnops! OpHoro Gosee yeMm JOCTATOYHO, — HEJAOBOJBHO TOBTOPWIT OTKAIILISBIIMIACS
Marovyka ¥ PeBHUBBIM B3IJISZIOM OKHMHYJ CBOM COKpoBuIna. OH cuMTall, YTO HET MpPEeKpacHel JIeBy-
IIeK, YeM ero KPOIIIKH, HO. .. OHH elI¢ TaK I0HBI, YTO MOKHO U BOBCE TIOKa OOOUTHUCH Oe3 yXaKEpOB.
OH-TO 3HaJI, KaKMe UCMIOPYEHHbIE MBICTH OJTy:KAAI0T B TOPSTYEH KPOBH IOHIIOB, UTO HATJIO MPETEHAYIOT
Ha PYKH U Cep/lia ero MaioToK.

OTTOro MyKUMHa TaK pajoBajCs, KOAA €ro Crapiive AOYYpPKH He BCTPETWIIM MCTHHHBIX Ha
CBOMX IEPBBIX Oanax. A Ha MEHbIIIEe. .. OH C AETCTBA MPUYUYMJI UX HE Corlamarbcs!

JIMHH JTyKaBo MepersHyiach C MaTephio U CO CTAPIIMMU CECTPAMU, Ha ry0axX KOTOPBIX UTPaJIH
3arOBOPIIUIKUE YITBIOKH.

— Bor 51 He moHumalo, 3aueM Tede AECATKH MOKJIOHHUKOB? — YOIIOPHO MPOroBOpHJIA TsTHA-
anatwieTHsiss XanHa. Y He€ Oblia eié mapa JieT 0 epBoro OpayHoro Ce30Ha, M OHa MpeNoYnTaa

6
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MIPOBOIUTH BpeMsl 32 KHUTaMu U ydeHbeM. OTel| 0100pUTeIbHO KUHY/T Ha He€ B3MJISA U MOTSHYJICS
3a anmreTUTHOW KYyPUHON HOXKKOM. OH MCKPEHHEe CUMTAT, YTO JIETKUI 3aBTpaK — AJIs CJIA0aKOB.

— B npunnune, 3auem toponuthes? Mysk — 310 Takas oOys3a!

KHs13b BHOBb 3aKalLIIICs, MOJABHUBIIKCH HA 3TOT pa3 KyCOYKOM KypHIIbl, YTO BMHT CTaja 0e3-
BKYCHOM.

— IIpoctu, nanenpka! Thl — UCKTIOUEHUE, — TYT ke MONPABUIIACH JIEBYIIIKA, IOMOPIIIUB HOCHK,
BU/ISI, KaK MaTyIIKa HEJOBOJIBLHO CBEPIIUT €€ B3IJISIOM, XJIOMAas 1O CIMHE OTIIA.

— Tbl HUYErO HEe MOHMMAEIIb, TIIYIIBIIIKA, — PEHEOPEeKUTENBHO 3asBrIa JIMHH, Oeps maabuu-
KaMHU MaJICHbKYIO TapTAJIETKY, 3allOJJHEHHYIO PO3OBBIM KPEMOM U COYHBIMHU SITOIAMH, — MYKUMHBI
CTaHOBSITCSl TIONATJIMBBIMHU, CJIOBHO BOCK, B YMEJIbIX JKEHCKHMX pyKax. OHM BBIIOJHSAT JIIOOOW HAaIll
Kanpu3. MyxunHa 6e3 JKeHIIMHbI — HAYTO... — OHA MEUTATeIbHO MPUKPhUIA T71a3a U MPAKTHUECKH
OTIpaBUJIa TAPTAIETKY B POT, KaK YBUENA MANeHbKY, YTO BOMPOCUTEIILHO BBITHYJI OPOBb U CIIOKHUII
Mo00POJIOK Ha CKpENIEHHBIE TAJTBIIBI PYK. — Bee, kpome Te0s1, manenbka! Tl He Tako# ! — ¢ 4yBCTBOM
MIPOTrOBOPHJIA OHA YCMEXAIOIIEMYCsI OTITY.

— I'mynoctu, JIunn! Jlio60Bb — 310 ipekpacHo! Ceiuac KaxeTcs, 4To 51 U BOBCE HE KUJIa, TIOKa
He BcTpetia ero... Cepaue ObETcs rpoMue, MUP BOKPYT MEHsI sipue U YylIeCHE... — C YyBCTBOM
nporoBopuiia Kauca. Cectpa BriepBbie OucTasa Ha MPONUIOroqHeM 0ajty U He BCTPETHIa CBOIO T1apy.
3aTo JBe Hemenau Haszal, Korjaa Jesieralysi pbUKUX JIMC MpUObUIa B KHSKECTBO, CPEAU TIOCTIOB OHA
MOYYBCTBOBAJIA CBOETO MpeJHaYepTaHHOro. KHskecTBa roTOBIIIHCH K CBaibOe, KoTopast Oy/leT BeH-
YaTh HHIHEIIHUI OpayHbIid CE30H.

Kanca nerana B oOnakax Ha KpbulbsiX 0OypeBaiolux e€ 4yBcTB. E€ MeuThl ObUTM B PO30BOM
AypMaHe, Be[Jb UX TOJIbKO 3apOKJalomascs JI0OOBb He BCTpedasa Mmperpaj u mpooaeM, Yto HyKHO
ObUT0 TIpeononeTs. OHa OblIa I0HA M TIONHA UaeasioB. Pomutenu cMOTpeny Ha He€ ¢ HEXXHOCTBIO U
MOHUMAaHUEM, MOJISICh OoraM, 4ToObI e€ Opak ObLT OarocyioByieH. Begb HecMOTpsI Ha TO, YTO UCTUH-
HbIE BCTPEYAIOTCSl JOBOJIBHO YacTO, HE BCE M3 HUX MOTYT MPOKHTH CBOM IMyTh C YECTHIO, BBIOMpas
MoOOBb JIPYT K IPYyry KakIbli JeHb. OHM BCE Yalle CTATKUBAIUCDH C TEM, YTO Jake UICTUHHBIA COI03
He Oe3yrnpeueH.

— B teGe roBopsT aMO1IMK, — CJIerKa MOMOPIIMBINKUCE, TporoBopuia JIMHH, HAKOHEIl, CheB Tap-
TaJIeTKy, — XOTs1... HeT. Thl Bceraa Oblia uepecuyp Msrkotesa u riymna. boiock, uTo B BameM Opake
MMEHHO TBOM My OyleT BepTeTh TOOOM, Kak xoueT. Tebe He XBaTUT MO3TOB.

— JIunH! — HeOHOOPHUTENILHO KauHYJIa TOJIOBOM MAaTYIIIKa.

— Hy urto «JIunn», marymka? 3t1o Beap mpasaa. Hemp3s ObiTh Takoit 6ecxpederHoit, Kanca!

CecTpa HeKHO 3a/IUJIach pyMsIHIIEM, Ka4HYB rojioBoil. OHa He pa3 ClIblaia YKOp OT MJIAAIIEH,
YTO Yepecuyp A00pa, HO pa3Be MOKHO OCTaBaThCsl Oe3y4acTHOM, KOTIa BUIMIIb, YTO KOMY-TO HYKHA
TBOsI TIOMOIIL? A TO, YTO OHA MTPEANIOYUTAET TPOMOJTIATh, & HE Pa3pa3UThCsl CKAHIAIOM, KaK JesIaeT
JIMHH mpy KaI0M BO3MOKHOCTH. .. TaK HE BCEX MPUPOa oapuiia OOEBHIMUA Ka4eCTBaMH U OTHEH-
HBIM TeMIIEpaMEHTOM.

— Jlunn! — xopom ykopuiu e€ céctpbl OTTasiva u XanHa. VX ria3a HenpeKkJIOHHO MPOXUTATN
B30JIMOIIIHYIO AEBYOHKY, YTO HEJJOBOJILHO 3aKaTHIa I71a3a.

— Hy BcE... cama Otranua penmmia 3acTyNHUThCs, — XMBIKHYJIA OHA, HA YTO CTapIlasi IpHIILy-
puJia GoJIbIIMe 71a3a B 0OpaMJICHUH TYCTBIX IIOKOJIAJHOTO [BETA PECHUII M OCKAIMJIACh B 0e103y00it
yIIBIOKE.

Ona ObUTa TPAaKTUIECKH UJealbHa, a €€ KUBOTHASI CYTh TIO CHJIe OblTa MPUOJIMKEHA K OTIIOB-
CKOH. JINHH MTHOBEHHO TMOYYBCTBOBaJa €€ HEJOBOJIBCTBO, M BOJHA CHJIBI OKATHJIA HEYTOMOHHYIO
cectpuity. E€ nucuiia HeOBOJIBHO CKPYTMIIACH KOJIBLIOM, CIIPSITAB MOpAY IO Jiarnamu, HO JIMHH He
racoBa’a, mpsiya cTpax B IiryOuHe. BOT TOJIBKO OTell M cecTpa YyBCTBOBAJIM €0 TaK ke OTYETIMBO,
KaK BUJIEJIU CHET 32 OKHOM.

— DT0 HeuecTHO! — MPAaKTUYECKH 3a/IbIXasiCh, OHA OTOpOCHIIa casiPEeTKy Ha CTOM M OTKMHYJIACh
Ha CTYJIe O[] TSKENBIMU B3IISIIAMU.
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— Tol Tak gymaenb? — U3BEYHO JIACKOBBIN MaNleHbKa UCUYe3, M Ha €r0 MeCTO TPUIIEN CHITbHBIN
Y KOBAapHBIH JIUC, KHsA3b, UbE CJIOBO — 3aKOH. — He 3a0bIBaii, 4TO THl — KHsDKHA. TBOM MOCTYIKU
— He MPOCTO JEUCTBUS MOJIOIOW TITYTION JIMCHUIIBI, & KHsDKHBL M ecnu moHamoouTtes, 3a Tebs Oyner
OTBeYaTh KHIKeCTBO. Bynb 100pa, He ynaps aumom! ['oBopst 00 U30paHHUKE CECTPhI, TOMHH, YTO OH
— MJIQJINIVHA KHSKAY PBIKUX, @ TBOSI CeCTpa — MoOUMast KHS)KHA HaIllero Hapofa. . .

— Kro e BuHOBAT, 4YTO HAPOJ CJIET U JIIOOUT IIIYIOCTh? — THUXO MISMHYJIA OHA, HO pa3Be MOKHO
YTO-TO YTaUTh CPeAM OOOPOTHEH M UX OTMEHHOTO cityxa?

— JIuaH! — XOpOM pa3fasioch CO BCEX CTOPOH, BBIHYXKJIAsl CECTPUILy TIOAHSITh PYKU M MOJTYa
MOTSHYThCS K 10KHOMY (pyKTy. OHa OBI C PalOCThIO Chejla eMHCTBEHHYIO OCTABIIYIOCS KypPUHYIO
HOXKY, HO OJTHAa TOJIbKO MBICJTh O OaJIbHBIX TUIATBSIX, YTO 3aKa3aja JeBOYKa, TPeOYIOIIUX UaeaTbHON
urypsl, HIOpTUIIA HACTPOCHUE U 3aCTABJISIA KeBaTh OE3BKYCHOE 3aMOPCKOE JIAKOMCTRO.

CeMbs 1aBHO TIPHBBHIKJIA K €€ HECHOCHOMY XapakTepy, HO 3Hajla, YTO Takue OecraplIOHHbIC
BBICKA3bIBaHUSI OHA MO3BOJIsIET ceOe TONBKO B KPYry OJNM3KUX, IS B JIMIO. 32 ABEPSAMU JIMUHBIX
KHSTKECKUX TOKOEB KHSDKHA MOPBET Topiio JOOOMY, KTO XOTs Obl KOCO MOCMOTPHUT Ha €€ Ccectép.
Pa3opBET Ha MHOXECTBO MAJICHBKUX JICST U CKaXeT, YTO TaK OHO U ObLIO!

— 41 mogymana... — 3arsHyBIIleecss MOTUYaHKE CTapIIUX MpepBasia HEMPUBBIYHO HEyBEepPEeHHAs
Otrayma. — § xoTena Obl yexaTb K 6a0yIIKe B TOpbI, TIOKa OyJeT MPOXOIUTh OPAYHBIN CE30H.

— Hy BOT... 1ypocCTb, OKa3bIBa€TCs, 3apas3Ha. ..

— JIvuH! — IpyKHBIA OKJIMK HUKAK HE BICUATINI MOAOOPABIIYIOCS ICBHILY.

— Yo 3a mynocTts npuiuia Tede B rojioBy? — KHA3b 033Ja4eHHO XMYPHUJT KYCTUCTBIE OpOBH,
BIVISIABIBASICH B CBOIO JIIOOUMUITY.

— 41 yxe Tpu pa3a y4acTBOBajIa ¥ He CMOIJIa HATH CBOETrO UCTUHHOTO, — BBIJIOXHYJIA Ta, TOHSIS
BUJIKOU TOPOX O Tapesike. — 1 CMJIbHO COMHEBAIOCh, YTO MHE TipegHauepTaH juc. K tomy ke, Moit
M030p HUKAK HE MOTYT 3a0bITh U KOTOPBIN IOl HATOMUHAIOT MHE O HEM.

— Kak TospKo T HalEIIb CBOIO Mapy, O TOM CiTydae 3a0yIyT, — MaTyIIka MSrKo YIbIOHYJIaCch
crapiieil Jo4epu, B TO BpeMs Kak CHjEBIIasi HampoTuB JIMHH MPOXKIa BOBMYIIEHHBIM B3TJISIOM
XaHHy, OTMeuast KpaeM Ijia3a pelmTebHOCTh Ha €€ CTPOrOM JINYUKE.

[Moutu yetwsipe roma Hazaj, korga OTTaMU MPEACTOSIIO MOSBUTHCSA HA TIEPBOM B €€ KU3HU
OpayHOM Ce30He, I0Has1 XaHHA, OTJAI0IIAs BCE CBOE BpeMs HAyKaMm, pellinia MoMoYb CBOEH cTapiien
cecTpe CIPaBUTHLCS C BOJIHEHWEM U BTaliHE CBapyia 3eJibe, ChITpaBIliee 3ITyI0 MIYTKY C JIMCUIIeH. [IBe
HEJIeNU JIEBYIIKA CYUTAJIA, YTO HaIlIa CBOErO MCTUHHOTO, TIOKA 3eJIbe CeCTPEHKHU He ocadmno. 1 Bcé
Obl HUYETO, ecii Obl 00 UX CBSI3U YKe He ObUIo 00bsABIeHO. CII0KHO OOBSICHUTH HAPOMY, KaK MOIJIa
OIIMOUTHCS CTapIlast KHsKHA U OTYEro TaK BOJIBHO ceOsl Belia. .. € TeX TIOp OHa CTaJia ropas/io Cepbes-
Hell, He TI03BOJIsAsA cebe mTyrnocTel u manoctei. Ho MHOXeCTBO 00JIe3HEHHBIX Iy TOK MpecyieoBaIn
e€ yke 4eTBEPTHIH rofl, a BCJe pa3faBaiuch cMelku. Kak ke — crapinasi KHs’KHA He MOXKET HalTh
CBOEr0 UCTUHHOTO!

— 4 e xouy, uyToObl OTTa ye3kaya, — 3aXHbBIKAJa OHA M3 CeCTPEHOK. Muaive Haeauch u
Terepb HABOCTPHJIU YIIIU HA B3POCTIbIe Pa3rOBOPHI.

— Ona u He yezieT! — OTBETUII OTell, YCIIOKanBasi MAJIBIIKY. — B Halliem poay TpycoB He BOIU-
JIOCh ¥ BOAUTHCS He OyeT! OTTaus MoceTUuT Bee Npa3qHeCTBa, 3arJIaHu POBAHHBIE TOW 3UMOM.

— Ho... — kHATMHS, YBU/IEB, KaK MIOHYpPUJIA TOJIOBY JOYKA, XOTeJla BMEIIAThCs, HO BCTPETHIIACh
C pelTeIbHBIM B3IJISIZIOM MYXa 1 3aMOJT4asa.

3aresBIIasiCs HA JAJIbHEM KOHIIE CTOJIa BOMHA (DPyKTaMU paspeliniia TArOCTHOE MOJTYaHue,
YTO OMYCTHJIOCh Ha TOCTUHYIO.

KHs3bs1 IepekTI0urIv CBOE BHUMaHUE Ha MJIAJIIIINX JOYePeid, YTO BOBCIO MpokasHnyaii. CMex
BHOBb 03apHJI KOMHATY, Pa3roHsIsi COMHEHUS ¥ TpeBoru. Eme B camoM Havasie uX CeMeHHON KU3HH,
KOTJIa Y HUX POIWIACh TepBasi I0YKa, OHW PelIvIf, YTO HAYMHATh AeHb OyayT BMecte. C Tex mop
Ha WX JIUIAX TOSBUJIMCH MOPIIMHBI, @ KOJIMYECTBO JIeTell 3aMeTHO YBEIMIMIIOCh, HO 3aBTPaK B KPYry
ceMbU OOJIbITIe ABAIIATH JIET KaK ObLT HEM3MEHEH.
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UYepes nomyaca, Korjga MajblIIHs 0Oenuia OTIa, a KHATMHS JJOBOJIBHO MIOCMENBAJIACHh HAJl €T0
HEJIOBKHUMMU ITOIIBITKAMU B])I6paTbCH N3 JETCKOro IJICHA, B TOCTUHYIO MMOCTYYa/IUCh, HAIIOMUHAA, YTO
3a 3TUMM OABEPAMU KHUIINUT KU3HDb.

— Barre BeicouecTBO, IpUObLIA Jejeraius JpakoHOB BO IVIABE C €r0 BHICOYECTBOM I'epLOroM
®poynom XabBapa.

— Jpaxonsl? Yo oHM 371ech 3a0bUTH ? — HEOBOJIBHO HAXMYPUJI OpPOBH MareHbKa, MOMEHTAJIbHO
MIPEBPAILAsCh B KHA3S 3TUX 3€MEJIb.

I'naBa 2.

— Hu onHoit gaxe 3axynanoi neurctu! Hu ognoit! — Bopuan Smkuiut. — Bot kanko, uto ium?..
TonbKo XBOCT 3psi MOPO31JI, — HEJJOBOJIbHO IIIMBITHYJI OH PACKPACHEBILIUMCS OT XO0JIO/1a HOCOM.

— KoMy ckaxu, Kak HOET IPOCJIaBJIEHHBII OTHEHHBIN TeHepaJl-3aBOEBATE b, IPO3a BCEX MUpa-
TOB ¥ HAMECTHUK I0KHBIX OCTPOBOB, HUKTO HE ITOBEPHUT. ..

— A Heuero npo MeHs raJJoCTi pa3HOCHUTh, — IJIOTHEE 3aKyTaBIIKMCh B MEXOBOM ILJIalll, IPOro-
BOPWJI MYXK4YMHA, B3IJISIHYB Ha Oe3001a4Hoe ronyooe HeOo, oOelaBliee THIb /1a TOKOW, — B MOUX
KUJIaX TeYET OrOHb, a He cThIHeT JIEN! U Kak TobKo Y€pHOOYpBIE 371eCh KUBYT?!

— Xornoza He HaBCeraa, — ONOOPUTENIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM OKHUJIBIBAs TYCTOH Jiec, TPOroBOpUII Opio-
HeT. OH He KyTajcs B Mexa, TopIo Jep:ka rojloBy, B OY€PEJHOI pa3 JOKa3blBasi, YTO TEMHOMY I'€He-
pany Bc€ HunoueéM. Hu meresnb, HU kapa... eMy U MOpE IO KOJIEHO.

— Bac ¢ ky3eHOM 4TO, poaMTeNIM B AETCTBE B JEASHBIX KOJBIOENSX JAepkanu? — (PIPKHYI
DKWL, BCIOMUHAS, YTO, Iy TEIIECTBYS B IOHOCTH C UMIIEPATOPOM I10 CEBEPHBIM 3€MJISIM C BOEHHBIM
MIOXOJIOM, OH TAaK K€ KYTaJICsl B M€Xa, a TOT TOJIbKO CHUCXOIUTEIbHO XMbIKaJI, HACTIAaK 1AsICh JIEISTHBIMU
ne3axamu.

— Yro th1?! IIpocTo 1€ y HAC B KPOBH... — XMBIKHYJ1 Ppoy.

— Hy-ny. Tak, rne tam TBosI aHoMaus? Vike HECKOJIBKO YacoB Kpyramu XOIUM, IOKa Thl CBe-
pAEIIbCs CO CBOMMM pacy€raMy U MpoBOAMIIG 3amepsl. Emm€ nemMHoro, u nokaxercsa Poés, a Tam u
KHSTKECKUI TBOPEI, a MBI Jake elIé HU pa3y Meu He OOHAKIITH.

— ITo MouMm mofcu€Tam, HyXKHO YIITyOUTBCS HA MSTHCOT METPOB B JIEC, — 33[yMUUBO MPOTOBO-
prJ1 OpIOHET, BCTPSIXUBAs CJIETKa 3aMEP3IIUH apTedakT it 3aMepa Marndeckoil ak TMBHOCTH.

— Tak 4yero Ml k1€M? — paIoOCTHO OCKAJIWJICS PbIKUIA, OTKUHYB TEIUIBIN KaITIOILIOH, U BEJIEJ
CIIEIINBATHCS HEOONBIIIOMY OTpPsILY IpakoHOB. Ilocie, OOHAKMB MeUM, OHU CTaJIM MEJIEHHO JBH-
raTbCsl B yKa3aHHOM HarpasiieHun. OH Jake 3a0bUT PO MOPO3, PEIBKYIIasi XOPOUIYIO IPaKky U He
3ameuasi, Kak Bc€ OoJIbllle MpauyHeeT ApYT.

Tonble BeTBUM KYCTOB OBUTM MOKPBITHI JIEASHBIMHA KPY/KEBAMH, a BHICOKHE JIEPEBbsI-UCTIONHBI
— MYIIUCTHIMUA CHEXHBIMU 11yO0amu. [71yOokue cyrpoOsl TNIOTHO 3aKPhIBAIH 3eMJTIO, TJIe TPSATAIIHCH
JiecHble kuTenu. MHorga BCTpeyainuch OIMHOKME LIEMIOYKH clieoB. Meikasi )KUBHOCTb OCMEJINIIACh
B TaKyl0 NIOrOJly OTHPABUTHCS HA MOWUCK NIPUIIPSTAHHBIX ITPUIIACOB.

®poyn ke oTMevas pe3Kuil CKaYoK Marn4eckoro (poHa OJHOBPEMEHHO € TeM, KaK MOy Mpo-
MO3IJIBIA BeTep, U roaydoe HeOO CTajaM 3aBOJIAKMBATH TSDKENbIE cepblie Tyur. OHU TPy3HO ILUIBLIH
HU3KO HaJ| 3eMJIEH, Ip03s1 BOT-BOT OOPYIIMTHCS CHETOM Ha 3eMJTIO.

Bertep, 3aBbIBasi TO TYT, TO TaM, COMBAJI OXAIIKHM CHETa C KJIOHUBIIMXCS TIOJ] €70 HATIOPOM BETBEH.
OpuyH TakoW MOK phIi MOAAPOK MIPUJIETeN 32 IMUBOPOT DKUILIA, CPBIBAst OTOOPHYIO pyTraHb C ero ryo.

— HenaBuky 31My, — BHITPSIXHYB BECh CHET, UTO CTaJl IPOTUBHO TasiTh, KaK TOJIbKO KOCHYJICS
€ro ropsiuert Koxu, MykKurHa MOJIOMIEN K 03agaueHHoMy pyry. — Hy uro? I'ne oHo?

— IToxoxe, 371eCh. ..

—Yro?

— MB&l B a1M1IeHTpE.

Crouno ®poyny OTBETUTDH APYry, Kak ¢ IMKUM BOEM Ha 3eMJII0 IOBAIWJI cHer. KpyrHeie cHe-
’KMHKM JIE3JIU B [J1a3a U POT, HE JaBask U MTHOBEHUs Ha nepepix. Yepe3 MUHYTY 3a IJIOTHBIM CJIOEM
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CHeEra JIpy3bsl He BUJEJM Jake APYT Apyra, He To, 4to gopory. [Iprkassl, yTo MogxBaThiBajia 3aBblBa-
Iol1asi MeTeJb, UCYEe3UTH, TAK U He JIOCTUTHYB yIIel UX HeOONbIIIOro OTpsijia.

DKW, KaK OUTS OTHEHHOUM CTUXMHU, HE JONr0 JyMas, 3auepIiHYJ ChIpYyI0 CUJy U3 BHYT-
PEHHEro MCTOYHHMKA, KeJlasi pacTBOPUTH onocThlieBmi cHer. Ho Bc€ Obuio HampacHo. CJIOBHO B
HACMEIIIKY HaJl HUM, METeJlb 3aBbla €lE IPoMYe, 1€ IPOCTHEE 3aKUAbIBAsl X CHETOM, HaKa3blBasl
32 HEMIOKOPHOCTb.

®poyn ke 1menTan 3aKJIMHAHMSA, B3bIBasi K CBOEHM TEMHOU CHUJIE, OTUET0 METEJb HEIOBOJIBHO
IIMIeNa, HO OTCTYIaTh He COOMpaIach.

JIpaKkoHBI U3 X COMPOBOKIEHHU I IIPOOOBATM OOEPHYTHCSI M B3JIETETh, HO HE BBIXO/INJIO, CJIOBHO
MX BHYTPEHHMX 3BEpel 3arepiv B HeBUAUMBIE Jie/isiHbIe KieTKU. OHM OWIINCh U phlYajii, HO OCTaBa-
JICh 3AJI0KHUKAMU CBOUX YEJIOBEYECKUX TeJl.

I'maza ®poyna xe 3aBONAKMBAJIA MEPBO3JAHHASA ThbMa, a C MNAJbLEB CPbIBAIMCH TyMaHHbIE
KryTol. iMmiepaTopckas cembsi Xa71bBapaoB Obuia YHUKaTbHA. OHU ObLIM €JMHCTBEHHBIMH OCTABIIIH-
MHUCS B XKUBBIX JIpakOHaM# Oe31HbI. VX critbl ObUIM OECKOHEYHBI. .. KaK M CIa00CTH.

TémHas cuia IMKO pBajiach HapyKy, jkejast coepedb CBOEro OTIPBICKA, a MarnvecKasi MeTesb
e KpyKHIa BOKPYT 3a0JyJIINX JPAKOHOB B SIPOCTHOM BHXPE, TOCJIe Yero OTCTYIHIIIA TaK jKe BHe-
3aITHO, KaK 1 HaYajach, OCTABUB IOCIIe cedsl CBeTieolee HeOO U POBHBIE CYTPOOBI MYIIUCTOTO CHETa.

B necy crano tuxo. Berep ynércs, v TONbKO pelkue CHEXXUHKH CKOJIb3WIM Ha 3emumio. [leitzax
BOKPYT' HATIOMHUHAJT XPYCTAIBbHYIO 3UMHIOI0 CKa3Ky, ITOKa U3 CyrpoOOB HE CTau MPOOUBATHCS CHITb-
Hble MYXCKHe pykd. OTIUIEBBIBAsICh, DIKUIUT BHIHBIPHYJ U3 MOATASIBIIETO OT €ro OrHs Cyrpoda u
HEJIOBOJILHO YCTaBUJICS HA pacKarbIBaloero ceos Heroganeéky ®poyna.

— 41 oxupmas, 94To Mbl BCTPETHM C JIECATOK HEYHMCTH, MOXKET ObITh, HEKUTh WIIU XOTS Obl pas-
O0IHUKOB. .. HO y’ TOYHO HE TO, YTO MbI Oy/ieM BBIHBIPHBATH U3 CHETa, KaK MOJICHEKHUKH!

— Hy, mertenb — He camoe CcTpalHoe, YTO MOIJIO C HAMU MPOU30MTH, — (PUIOCO(CKU MPOTSHYJ
®poya, npuciymmBasch K CBOEMY BHYTPEHHEMY 3BEpIO, UTO METAJICSI BHYTPU. YCIIOKOUB €ro, OH
BHUMAaTEJIbHO OCMOTPEJI CBOUX JIIOJIEH, KOTOPbIE, BHIOPABIIINCH, CTEKATINUCh K HeMy. Bce Obln 11ebl,
HE PAHEHBI, Pa3Be UTO yA3BJIEHHBIE U 3aMEP3ILKE.

OcoOeHHO BBIIIENSIICS ero pebkuid qpyr. Hoc, mEKM 1 yIm pacKkpacHeIMch, a caM OH TMofpa-
T'MBaJI, IEPEMHUHASICH C HOTH Ha HOTY, M pa30pachIBajicsi OTOOPHBIMU PyraTeIbCTBAMM.

— Ipyr MoOMi, He 3Haelllb, IOUYeMy Marusi y MeHs cpadarbiBaeT uepes pas?

— IMoTtomy uTO MBI B 30HE Maruyeckor aHoMmauu. HyxkHo oTcioa yxonuTs!

— Kyna?! 4 masio Toro, 4To Maruuecku HerojHOLEHEH, TaK eIllé 1 3Bepb MEUeTCsl, 3anepThiil
BHYTpHU!

— DIDKWILL. .. — pa3ipak€HHO PHIKHYJI OpIOHET.

— Hy nagno. .. Unémte B Po€B, BocHONb3yeMcs TOCTEIIPUUMCTBOM YEPHOOYPBIX, — OTPSIXHYB-
IIKCh, TPOTOBOPUJI PBIKUI, OCMATPUBAsCh 110 CTOPOHAM.

— T'opomok — B TO# CTOpOHE, — MPOrOBOPUJT MOJTYAJIUBBIN CBETJIOBOJIOCHIA APAKOH, OBIBIIHIA
OTMEHHBIM CJIEJONBITOM M YMEBIINIA HAXOAUTH MyTh Jaxe 0e3 UCKPbl MAruy WJIM TIOMOIIM BHYTPEH-
HEro 3Bepsl.

Uepes HECKOIBKO YacoB JJOPOTH, KOI/a MOKa3ajics HeOOJBIION TOPOIOK, Marusi BEpHyJIach K
HUM TOJIHOCTBIO, ¥ BTOPasi UIOCTach NMOYTH YCIIOKOUJIACH, CJIETKa MOCKY/IMBasi OT OTCYTCTBUS 3aria-
XOB.

PoéB ObLT MaJIeHBKMM, HO YIOTHBIM, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKPYKEHHBIA T'YCTBIM JiecOM. B OCHOB-
HOM 3[IaHUsI B TOpojie ObUTH HOBBIMU, IBYXSTaXKHBIMH, OOJUIIOBAHHBIE CBETJIHIM KAMHEM U MOKPHI-
ThlE KPacHO-KOPUYHEBOW uepenuiieil. Bo BpemeHa IpasieHus MpoLUIOro KHsA3sl B TOpoJe paspa-
3WJICS TIOKAp, a JIMChl TOrja OTIaBaJIM MTPEeIIoUTeHHE AepeBy. [ 0po MOUYTH BBITOPEJ, OCTAJICS TOJIBKO
KaMEHHBIW KHSIKECKUH 3aMOK, BO3BBIIIAIONIUINCA Ha XoiaMe. C Tex Mop KHsI3bsl BBEJIM 3allpeT Jiepe-
BSIHHOTO CTPOUTENILCTBA B TOPOJCKOM YepTe.
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Hekotopple ynouky ObLIM TaKKe BBICTJIAHBI KAMHEM, HO OOJIbIIIast YacTh JOPOT OCTAIACh 3eM-
nsiHOM. Tlo e€ KpasiM JIeTOM pociu sipKKe LBETHI M MYIIUCTHIE KYCThI, KOTOPBIE ceifuac ObUIM YKPBITHI
TOJICTBIM CJIOEM O€JIoro CHera.

Bocronb30BaBIMCh TOCTEIPUMMCTBOM KHsI35I, MYKUWHBI PElIIN 3ajepxarbes. Ppoyna
OYeHb MHTEPECOBa Marndeckuii (hoH Ha MeCTe AHOMAJIMK U TO, KaK U KOTJIa OHU OMPAaBATCS OT CITy-
yuBIIerocs. Bee 3T 1aHHBIe OBUTM HEOOXOIUMBI IS CO3JaHUsI TIPOTHO3a Ha Oymayiiee. A DIKUIUT
rOTOB OBUT Ha BCE, 1axke 3aTepsThCs B TOpax, JIMIIb Obl HE MOMACTh B IIENKUe PYKU MaMalll, 4To BO3-
JKEJIAIOT MPUCTPOUTh K HEMY CBOM XPYIIKHE I[BETOUKH.

Crnenys 3a MUJIGHBKOW TOPHUYHOW K BBIZICJIGHHBIM JIJIS HETO TMOKOSIM B KHS)KECKOM KpBLe,
®poyn Tak 3agymarics Hall pacu€ramu, YTO He 3aMEeTWJI, KaK OKAa3aJCsl OKPYXEH SPKUM OOJIaKOM
BeCEJISIIUXCS pa3HOBO3PACTHBIX JICBUII.

Bce oHu ObLIM TMOXO0XH, C OMHAKOBBIMU MUH/IAJIEBUIHBIMU JTIOOOMBITHBIMY TJIA3aMH IIBETA
IOKOJTaa. Y KOro-TO — MOJIOUHOTO, Y KOTO — FOPbKOTO, C BBUICTUICHHBIMU aJIbIMUA T'yOKaMu-OaH-
TUKAMH U JJIMHHBIMH TOJICTBIMHU KOcaMu. VX cMeX, CJIOBHO TOPHBIN pydeid, 0OeCKYpakiI IpaKkoHa
CBOEH MOPO3HOH CBEKECThIO M UICKPEHHOCTHI0. HO 0COOEHHO ero mpuBIIEK/IM OrpOMHBIE IJIa3UIIa Ha
JIMIIE CaMOW CTapIlield U3 HUX, YTO MOPaXEHHO 3aMepiia U Tereph LIETNKO CIIeINIIa 38 KaXJbIM JBUXKe-
HUEM MYKUUHBI.

Kazanock, 4To Bpems [isl HUX OCTaHOBWJIOCH. [IeByIlIKa, HEPBHO OOJIM3HYB T'yObl, COKpaTHIa
paccTosiHie, HeyBEpEeHHO YJbIOAsCh, B TO BPeMs Kak ero OpoBb BOIPOCUTEIHHO BBITHYJIACH.

Korna ona cinyvaiiHO Ma3HyJa B3[JISIIOM IO HE3HAKOMILYy M YTOHYJIa B €ro rjla3ax, Ka3ajuioch,
MUp yIIET U3-TIO/1 €€ HOT, MCYe3. .. PACTBOPHIICS. .. CTAJI TAKUM He CYIeCTBeHHBIM. Vcuesnu v nrym-
HBIe CECTPBI, M POIHBIC CTEHBI 3aMKAa... OCTAJICSl TOJIbKO OH. B OIMH MHUTr He3HaKOMeI| CTajl cocpe-
notoureM e€ mupa. Ero oOpa3 HaMepTBO OTIIEUATHIBAJICS B €€ roJIoBe BMECTE C 3alaxoM... 3arax
TyMaHa B HauaJsie oceHu. Het, 3TO He ChIpOCTb M HE BO/IA, 3TO 3arax HOBOTO JIHs, KOTJIa Ha paccBeTe
OH TaWHCTBEHHO CTeJieTcsl U KyouTces. Korja HaimeTaeT cBexuil BETepOK U KUJaeT ero B JIUIIO.

Terepb BO BJIACTH ITOTO MYKYHUHBI OBLIO €€ XPYIKOE Cep/ille U BO3MOKHOCTh HATIOJIHUTH Kpac-
KaMU XH3Hb, cliesiaTh OTTAIMI0 CaMOU CYACTIMBON 00OpOoTHHMIIEH. Beh OHa BeTpeTuiia CBOIO mapy,
CBOET0 UCTUHHOTO.

JleByIIKa yske mpakTHYeCKH Havyasia pa3roBop, HO 3aro3/1aBIiasi KpacoTKa rnogdekasna K Her 1
yXBaTuJa 32 JIOKOTb.

— OrtTa, HY’)KHO HEMEeJJICHHO MTOrOBOPUTh! — TPOMKO IIIeNTana OHa, He oOpalas BHUMaHHs Ha
MYKUUHY, KOTOPOMY OHU IEPErOPOIIIN yTh.

— Ceityac?! — HEJOBOJILHO IIETIHYJIA 3aMepiliasi repejl APaKOHOM JIeBYIIIKA.

— Ceitvyac xe! — mocubHee yYXBAaTHB CECTPUILY, €f yIajioch, HAKOHEIl, JOOUThCS, YTOOBI Ta
NocJieoBaia 32 Hell, MPH 3TOM MOCTOSTHHO 00OpaunBasich. MyK4rHa ke TOMIEN Aajblie, AaKe HU
pasy He OIJITHYBIIHCH. YTO KaTeropuuecky He TIOHPABUJIOCH JAEBYIIIKE.

Kazasnoch, 4To OH BOT-BOT 00epHETCS U BOCKJIMKHET: «[loBeprna?!» A mocie KMHeTCs K Hel,
YTOOBI 3aKPYKUTh B OOBSITUSAX. .. HO HIYETO MOJ0OHOro He ciayuminock. OH ymén, a JIunu 3aranmia
e€ B IMYHYI0 OMOIMOTEKY OTIIA.

— Tol yTO-HUOYIH NI WK €J1a CETONHS U3 PyK XaHHbI?

—Yt0? — OTTanus npitajack COCPEAOTOUUTLCS HA YepecUyp B3BOJIHOBAHHOM JIUIIE CECTPEHKHU.

— 41 cripamwmBao, Tl YTO-HUOYIL NWJIA WK eJ1a U3 PyK XaHHBI? — BBIJOXHYJIA Ta, MeJJICHHee
TOBTOPHB BOITPOC.

— Her, Bpone... A uyro? Tsl gymaemn?.. — jorajika o3apuia €€, 1 OHa OTpULIATESIbHO KauyHyJia
rosioBoii: — Her... Hetr! OHa He czieaeT 3Toro onsith!

— Emé kak cnenaer! S Bujena e€ pemmresnbHblid B3DIAA... OHA qyMaeT, 4yro JEHCTBYET BO
CITaceHue, UCTIPABJISISl CBOIO MPOILTYI0 omuoOKy. Ho e€ skcniepumeHTsl emé 1o 1o0pa He TOBOIIIH |
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— He moxeT ObITh. .. — OTTa 3aJI0MUJIa JIOKTH, IOHUMAsI, YTO 3TO B JyXe ceCTpEHKuU. YTo cKa-
3arh? [louTH Kaxxaast U3 HUX OTJIMYaJIach yIPSMCTBOM U PEIIUTEIBLHOCTBIO, TBEPIO BEPSI B CBOIO HETIO-
rpemmMocTtb. mynoctu! — Torga Beé sicHO!

— Yro sicHo? — HaxMypwiach JIMHH, MBITAsCh MOHATH, O YEM TOJIKYET cTaplias cecTpa.

— Ilouemy MyXuMHa Ha MEHsI HUKaK HE Cpearuposal. ..

— A nomxeHn?

— Ha mur MHe nokasajioch, 4T0 BOT OH — MOH MpeAHaYepTaHHbIi. JIucuia BHYTpU JO CUX TIOP
CKYJIMT U TpeOyeT HeMelJIeHHO OeXaTb 32 HUM, HO OH CMOTpEJ Ha MEHS TaK POBHO... CJIOBHO 5 —
HUKTO JJI51 HETO.

Ona roBopuia THXO U CIIOKOWHO, B TO BpeMsI KaK BHYTPY MeTaJach Jiuca, TpeOyst HeMeIEHHO
WATU K HEMY.

— He moxer ObITh! — BBIIOXHY/IA pa3o3iMBLIasics Miaamas cectpa. — HemenneHHO uiem
Xanny! Ecnu 9Ta 1i1yToBKa ycrena 4To-To NOoAMEIaTh, IIyCTh BO3BpAIllaeT BCE Ha3all, MapluBKa! —
Pa3bsAPEHHO MPHUTOITHYB INETKOBOW TY(EIBKON Ha HEOONBIIOM KalOlyyKe, OHA PEIIUTENIbHO MOTa-
muia 3a cobort OTTy Ha TIOMCKYU SKCIEPUMEHTATOPIIH.

I'naBa 3.

— He nonumalo, 4to 3a IJIymnble TEOPUM POIWIIACH B TBOEH IyCTOW I'OJIOBE, — BHICYHYB KOH-
YHK SI3bIKA, XaHHA CTapaTesIbHO OTMepsila KaluISIMUA TEMHYIO KHUIKOCTh U3 KOJIOBI U3 KapOIPOYHOTO
CTeKJIa.

[NanenbKka He CKYNMWIICS, ¥ €CJIM €r0 MaJIeHbKOE JUTITKO MPOCUT JIabopaTopuio, TO Oe3 KoJe-
OaHMs MomyJaeT e€, 000pyJOBaHHYIO BCEM, YeM TOJIBKO jaylieHbke yrogHo. CectpéHka oboxkana 3To
MECTO 1 BCE CBOOOIHOE BpeMsI IPOBOAMIIA 3/1eCh Oe3BbUIAa3HO. BOT 1 ceifuac: 3aBTpak TOJIBKO 3aKOH-
YHJICS, @ OHA YKe UTO-TO CMEIIMBaJIA.

— XaH-Ha, — peikHYIa JIMHH, Oeps OMHY U3 IBETHBIX KOJIO, UTO MOMNANACh e Moj pyKy, — CecT-
PEHKa MOs1, MOBTOPSIIO BOMPOC: Tl UTO-HUOYIh MHe nin OTTe noaMermBaa?

— BosbHO THI MHE c/1a1ach! — HEOBOJIBHO TPHIILY PUBIIKCH, OHA OTOPBAJIA B3IJIS] OT KOJIOBI U
CJIy4ailHO BMECTO OJTHOM Karlly KarHyJja cpasy TpU.

Cu3blii BOHIOUUH JIBIM TIOBAJIAJT M3 KOJIOBI, MOMEHTAJILHO 3aTArvBast KOMHaTy. JIMHH, HeJonro
AayMmasi, HeIpHYJ1a Tiof] ctoll, a OTTanima Opocuiaach K XaHHe B CTPEMJICHUH 3aIlUTHTh €.

He kaxnaplii 000poTeHb ObLT Marom, HO OHA yHAcJlel0oBaja MaMUHbBI TajJaHThl. EE€ masblpl
CILIENH C1a0blid BO3AYIIHBIH AT, HAOpAchiBast €ro Ha CECTPEHKY, KOTOpast JIOBKO OT HEro0 OTMAxHYy-
J1ach, HAKPbIBasi KOJIOY OOJIBIIIMM YyTYHHBIM KOTEJIKOM U CMaxuBasi OyCHHKH TOTa €O JI0a.

['myxoii B3pbIB pazfajics B KOTEJKe, BMECTE C TeM, KaK T'yCTOM JIbIM MOBAJMJ U3-TIO1 KPaEB.

— 310 4TO Takoe?! — cuIuio BeiAOXHYIa OTTa.

— Bort, uTto ObIBaeT, Koraa OTBJIEKAIOT CBETJIbIE YMbI OT SKCIIEPUMEHTOB! — ropao 3agpania
MaJIeHbKMI HOCUK XaHHa.

— W k10 3TO y HAC TYT CBETIbIA YM? — MEIJICHHO BHIOMPAsICh U3-TI0] cToNa, (ppipuasna JInHH. —
SIBHo He ThI! Kak mameHpka MOT cHefaTh TaKyl TJIyNOCTh U OIIaTUTh Tebe Jadoparopuio? Teds
HY)KHO HaBEUHO OT He€ OTIIYYUTb U... H... TIOCAAUTH BHIIIMBATH 32 MsUTbLIA !

— BoT THI... THI!.. — BO3MyImIEHHO HaOpasa MoOoJbIIIe BO3/AyXa B JIETKME caMasi Myajias u3
CECTep.

— XBarut! — 0O60opBaia 3apOXKIAONIYIOCS TIepenayiky caMasi crapinasi, BCTAB MEX1y HUMH U
PACKMHYB PYKH, YIHUPAsICh JIAJOHSMH B TSKEJIO JIBIIANIMX JEBUIl. — YCHOKOWIUCH! JIMHH?

— Bcé B nopsinke! S cnokoiiHa! — HEIOBOJIBHO CBEpKasi KApUMHU TJIa3aMU, OHA OTCTYIHUJIA Ha
I1ar Ha3aj, TINATeJIbHO OTPSIXUBasi IOMSIBIIIEECS] I1J1aThe.

— Xanna?

— 4 Bceraa crnokoiiHa u coOpana! BCrbUIbUMBOCTD — XapaKTepHasi YepTa He3pesblX JIMYHO-
CTeii! — HambIIIEHHO MPOrOBOPHIIA Ta, TAK)KE OTCTYMAsl Ha IIar Ha3a[ 1Moj 3BOHKUM cMeXoM JIMHH.
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— Ycnokowucs! — e pa3 rnporopopuiia OTraivs, ycrajao NoTUpasi NajabliaMu MePeHOCHILy. —
XaHHa, Tl YTO-HUOYIL MoaMeMBaia MHe? YUTOOBI yIyqIIUTh MOW HIOX, K TIpUMepy?

ITo e€ BunoBaromy B3mIsALy OTTa BCE MOHSIA.

— O, nIByeqUHBINA, TOMIUTYI! — 0OpeYEHHO BBIZIOXHYJIA OHA, TIOMIATHIBASCH U OTCTYIAs Ha3a/l.

JIuHH pa3apaxk€HHO MPUIIOKHYJIA SI3bIKOM U BOBpEMsI TOJIKHYJIA €l CTYJI, Ha KOTOPbIU cTapIiast
cecTpa 0OpeYEHHO TOBAIMIIACK, MPSYA JIWIIO B JIAJOHU.

— Her! Tel He cBeTIBIIA YM, Thl — TEMHBIN TeHMii! Tak ymesno BTOpoii pa3 NOAraguTh HE KaK bl
3aroBOPINUK CMOXeT! — Mojg0oYeHUBIINCh, JIMHH Haceaana Ha XaHHY. — MHe Toxe Kakylo-HUOYyIb
rajiocTb roamMernaa?!

— Jla xomy TbI Hy:kHa?! — BO3MYTUJIACh Ta.

— B apyrux oOcrositenscTBax s1 Obl 00MAENach, HO He ceivac. .. — modopMoTasa cecTpa.
— ¢ TeGe moka TOJNBKO ycHIIMBAalOIee OOOHSIHUE 3e/Tbe Havasla MoJJINBATh. . .
—IToka?!

— Havana?! — oqHOBpeMEHHO BOCKJMKHYJIM CECTPBl. OTTa/Ivs BIIEYATINIACh, OTTOIO Yy HEE
HEPBHO JIEPHYJICA IJ1a3.

— Koneuno! I xotena cBapuTh €€ 0iHO, IOCUJIBHEE. .. — C COKAIICHUEM TIOCMOTpeIa OHa Ha
MOTEMHEBIIIUI OT CU30TO JIbIMa KOTeJIoK. CECTphI POCIeAnIu 3a e€ B3IJISA0M U HEPBHO XOXOTHYJIH.

— Korna, co BpemeHeM, MHe MOHAJOOUTCS M30ABUTHCS OT 3aBUCTHUKA... 51 3HAIO, KOTO HAI0
3BaTh, — XMBIKHYJ1a JIMHH.

— A THI TaK yBepeHa, uTo y TeOsi OyayT 3aBUCTHMKH? — yCMEXHYJlach XaHHA, HO, BUJS, KaK
cecTpa U3AIIHO BhIrMOaeT OpoBb, BCEM CBOMM BHJOM TOKAa3bIBasl, UTO «y MEHs HE MOXKET He OBbITb
3aBUCTHHUKOB», COTJIaCHO KMBHYJA. OHA CIIMIIIKOM KpacuBa U MpU IypHOM XapakTepe, y TaKOW Bparu
BCerja HauayTcsl.

— MosxeT, TBOsI mapa — OOBIYHBIH JIUC, U BCE TBOU 3aBUCTHUKH CBEIYTCS K CKJIOYHBIM Oabam-
COCEJIKaM.

— Hy yx ner! {1 noiiny 3amyx 3a BJIaCTHOTO, TUTYJIOBAHHOTO M MpY OONbINUX JeHbrax! 3ps
MEHsI, 4TO JIM, POJMTENN BOCIHUTHIBAIM, oOpa3zoBaHue JaBaau? UToObl 51 32 MEPBOrO BCTPEUHOIO
nonwia?! He 6biBaTh! — MOAOOYEHUBIINCH, OHA TOPIO TOIHY/Ia HOKKOM U 3a/pajia CBOM XOPOIIEeHb-
KU HOCHK.

Ha uro OTTanus TolbKo COKPYIEHHO KauHYJIa TOJIOBOM, a XaHHA 3710 OCKATUIIACH, Keast 1o0a-
BUTb eIlIE Napy CJIOB PO Cyab0y. .. HO CEphE3HBIN BIIIIS] CTAPILEN CECTPbl OCTAHOBHII €€.

— Tol Tak HepBHUYAeIIb, OTTa. .. Mos 3a/1a4a, Kak TBOEH JIIOOMMOM CeCTphl, CIeIaTh TaK, YTOObI
ThI YCIIOKOWJIACHh U, HAKOHEII, Halllia ceOe mapy.

— Kro ckazai, uto Thl — €€ modumas cectpa?

— Jlunn! — o6opBasia OTTaINs HAMEYAIOIIYIOCS TIepenaiky. — XaHHa, Kakue UMEHHO CBOWCTBA
ObLIN Y 3eJTbsi, KOTOpoe 1 yike Boimuia? Korma npoinér ero neictue?

— D10 MOs pa3paboTKa! — rop/Io 3asiBIJT CaMblil CBETJIBIA YM KHSIKECKOM cembU. — OHa OIKHA
cliesiaTh TBOM HIOX Oojiee ocTphiM. Ha mpormesieii oxote Tl iepBasi onmasia 100614y !

— Omna Bceraa nepeoii TOBUT J0ObIy! — He yaepkasach ot nonpaeku JluaH. — [Momumo Ortra-
JIVU, KTO ObLJT TBOMMH TIOIOTIHITHBIMU KPOJIMKAMU ?

XaHHa CMYIIEHHO TOBEJIa HOXKKOM, MPUKYChIBasI IYOKY.

— K yemy Bce 311 BoIpoch!?..

— Orra, s Tebs no3apasisiio! Thl, Kak Bceraa, neppasi! — XMbIKHY/Ia JIMHH, MPaBUIILHO TIOHSIB
HE’KeJlaHWe CeCTPEHKU OTBEeYaTh Ha MPSIMOK BOIIPOC.

— Ha yx... 5l TofbKO YTO BCTpeTHIIa MYKUMHY, KOTOPBIM MaX UIEaIbHO i MeHs1. Most Jicuia
PaJOCTHO BCTaBajla Ha JIalKu, TpeOysl HEMeUIeHHO TIPU3HATh €ro CBOeH Mmapoil. . .

— 51 TeGs1 mo3paBs0! — MiIaaImas PaJgOCTHO 3arphirajia, XJIomnas B Ja oIy,

— Bot TonpKO OH MpOIENT MUMO MeHs. S He BbI3Bajia B HEM M KaIlld OTBETHBIX YYBCTB. ..

— MozkeT, OH 4eJIoBeK ?
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— YeM ThI ciyliaza yTpoM MaMHOTO ceKperapsi? — BHOBb BMellaiach JIuHH. — K Ham noska-
JIoBaIy JpakoHbl! Thl TyMaelllb, 4YTO €CIM OJUH U3 HUX MOYYeT CBOIO Mapy, TO MPOCTO OTIYCTHUT €€
T'YJISATH 110 3aMKY?

— JIpaKkoHB®l. .. 3TO APyroe Aen0. A MOXKET. .. MOXKET, OH caM He 3aX0TeJl IPU3HaTh TeOs mapoi? —
TUXO BBIIOXHYJIa XaHHA, paHsl CBOUM HEOCTOPOKHBIM IIPEATIONIOKEHUEM CECTPY.

— Yyms! — ogHO3HAUHO 06opBasia e€ JInHH. — Bo-nepBbIX, OT UCTUHHBIX HE OTKA3bIBAIOTCS, HO
Jake eCJIM HaM 1 JIOCTAJICSl HeMPaBWJIbHBIN JAPAKOH, Thl AyMaelllb, oT OTTaJuu MOXHO OTKa3aTbcs?!
A Hy-Ka BCTaHb, cectpa. .. [lepen ToO0# — cTapias KHsKHA, MEXAy POYMM, Ooratast HacJeIHUIA 1
MpocTo muKapHas aesyiika! [lTocMoTpu, Kakue BOJIOCH], KakKe I71a3a, CJI0BHO TOPSYMil IOKOJIA. . .
octopoxHo! OHu Moryt oOxeus! Kakue ryOku, OHM HaTaJIKMBAIOT HA IPEXOBHBIC MBICIIH; a KOXa?
Koxa — yucTslil nepcuk! — JOBOJILHO MPUYMOKHYJIA OHA, OOBOJIS AJICIONIYI0 CECTPY OA0OPUTETbHBIM
B3[JISIJIOM.

— ThI cIOBHO TOProBKa, — Ope3rIMBO MPOroBOpUiIa XaHHa.

— 4 He cumTal 3TO OTpUIATESIHHBIM KauecTBOM. Eciu Obl Ta yalie mpuriamniaiga TOProBLEB
TKaHSIMH, KPY’KEBAMH U IPYIHMH KEHCKMMHU MeJIOYaMH, TO, TJISHIb, ¥ THI ObI TaK ymera!

— Cnacu60, MHe Takoro j00pa He HyKHO!

— 3ps! B modoMm ciydae, Thl, CBETJIBIA YM HaIllel CeMelKH, 4TO-TO HaropTaumnia! — 0OBUHU-
TEJIbHO TKHYJ/Ia OHA B XMYPHBILIYIOCS] CECTPEHKY.

— HyxHo e1g pa3 npoBepUTh €ro peakiuio. . . sl YUCTOThl IKCIIEPUMEHTA.

— Hapno, — xuBHyna JIuHH.

— DkcnepuMenTa? — yrounuiaa OTTa, ¢ OMAacKOUM MOIJISIbIBAasl HA CECTEP, UTO HEOXKUJAHHO
COJM3MITUCH U TeNepb OIMHAKOBO 32 {yMYMBBIM B3IJISIOM OKUIBIBAIH e€ urypy. — [laBaiite, s Kak-
HUOY/Ib cama!

— Hy yx Het! — XopoM oTBeTUIM ceCTpEHKU. — [loTeHIMaIbHBII UCTUHHBIN — 3TO HE IIYTKH!

— Her! Ckomnbko BpeMeHH yHAET Ha TO, YTOOBI TBOE 3€JIb€ OKOHYATENIBHO MEPECTAIIO AEHCTBO-
BaTh?

— Hepnena win aBe. .. — 3alyM4MBO IIPOTAHY/Ia XaHHA.

— OH K TOMy BpPEMEHHM YEJET, — UCITyTaHHO ILIENHY/Ia OHa, 3aMETaBLIMCh 110 KOMHATe, — HaJ0
4yTO-TO Aesarh! Kak-To mpoBepuTs. ..

— JIns1 HaYasa Ha/lo0 BBISICHUTH, KTO OH U HAJIONTO JIK 31ech! DTO 51 BO3bMY Ha cedsl, — pelu-
TeJIbHO TIporoBopuJiia JIMHH, — a ThI, céemavlii ym... — CApKacTUYeCK OPOCHIIa OHA B3IV HA CECT-
PEHKY, YTO BOMHCTBEHHO OIIETUHUIIACH, — Oy/Ib JOOpa, BBISICHM TOUHEE, CKOJIBKO y HAC JIHEH, MpexkIe
YEeM TBOE 3€JIb€ BBIBETPUTCS U3 MUJIOM TOJIOBYILKH HAILIEH CECTPBI.

[Tocne yero, He NOXMIASACH OTBETA, OHA PEIIUTEIBLHO MOKMHYJIA KOMHATY.

— Kro caenai eé rimaBnoit?! PackomanoBanachk! — BO3MyTHIach XaHHA, HO BCTPETUIIA TSKEBIT
B304 OTTHI ¥ CKUCTA. — MHe Hy)KHa TBOSI KpOBb. .. Bynem u3yyvars.

— Ila yx, — orpactuB ocTpble Kortu, OTTanus pacuaparaia JafoHb, U ajible KAl MOTEeKJIU B
TO/ICTABJIEHHYI0 XaHHOW EMKOCTb.

[Nocne yero Ta, HaJleB HEMOHSTHOE TPUCIIOCOOIEHNE Ha TJIa3a HAa MaHep MaroB, CTajia CMeIlId-
BaTh KPOBb CECTPbI C PA3JIMYHBIMU UHI'PEAUEHTAMU U CMOTPETh Ha pe3y/bTaT. MOHOKYJISIp, YCUIIEH-
HBII Maruen, MoMorajl BUJIETh MEJIbYaiIINe YaCTULIbI.

Otranus MopIIMIIach, €1 He HpaBWIICA 3alax €€ KPOBH, CMEUIAHHBII C HEM3BECTHBIMU I'OPb-
KMMH apoMaTaMu, HOC Yecasics, a JIMCUIIA BHYTPH OUIach.

Omna moOuia cecTép U B IIyOMHE Iy paioBajiack MX 3a00Te, XOTS OT He€ BIIOPY YIABUThCSI.
Kaxo#1 6b11 Ob1 11030D, eciii Obl OHA KUHYJIACh Ha I11et0 9ToMy MyxurHe! Eif Ob BOBEK 9TOr0 He 3a0bLTH
— BTOPOH pa3 Ha JKEUCTHUHHOTO. .. HUKTO Obl He TIOBEpHJI i, KOrJja OHa Haruia Obl CBOIO TIapy. Bpsin
71 OBl KTO 3KeJ1aj Moclie STOro BCTpeyn!

I'pycTHO B310XHYB, OHa HA MTHOBEHHE 3a0bL1ach, M Iepe/] IM1a3aMu Cpasy IpeICTal MyKeCTBEH-
HBII [pakoH. Ero riagkue u€pHbie BOJIOCH ObUTM COOpPaHBI B HU3KUI XBOCT, & PACKOCHIEe TEMHBIE I71a3a
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CMOTpEJIH ¢ JIETKUM MpeHeOpekeHreM, XOTs MHTEPeC OHa TOXke yJIoBWIa. MUMOIETHBIN, e/IBa 3aMeT-
HBIIA, HO BCE Ke... ObUI. BbICOKME CKyJbl, TOHKHE TyObl, HOC C HEOOJBIION TOPOMHKON M TBEPIBII
NoIOOPOIOK C €/1Ba 3aMETHOU SIMOUYKOM, K KOTOPOUM XOTEJIOCh TPUKOCHYTHCS MaJIbI[aMHU.

He on npuxoaui B e€ qeBUUYBHA MEUTHI, HO OTHBIHE TOJIBKO €r0 OHA MpeJICTaBIsiia ¢ coooi. Kak
OH OyZIeT KpyXKHTh €€ B TaHIIe WA C)KUMATh B KPETIKUX 0ObATUAX. Kak BMecTe ¢ HUM OHa TIOCTPOUT
CBOM CEMEIHbIE TPAJAULIUHU.

Jlucuna ckynwia, xeias HeMeJICHHOTO BHUMaHUSI CBOSH HalIeHHOH Taphl, M KakK ed 00bsic-
HUTb, YTO 3TO CECTPUIIA BHOBb paccTapasach’?

— Hy, 4uro cka3arb... 3T0 He 51! — rop/I0 BCKpUKHY/Ia XaHHA. — 3ebe padoTaer Kak Hajo! Beé
neno B apakoHe! OH, BUJHO, OpaKOBaHHBIN !

— Trl motuime o0 3ToM Kpuuu! — 3ammrena BepHyBIIascs JIMHH M IUIOTHO TMPHUKpbLIA 3a
co60ii 1Bepb. — COMHEBAIOCH, UTO UMIIEPATOPY MMOHPABUTCS, €CJIH ThI €0 Ky3eHa, TEMHOro reHepaia,
Oy/ielb MoNIOCKaTh TAKUMH CIIOBAMH.

— W dro ke 310 nonyyaercs... ITO OH caM He MOKeJajl MeHsl B napy?.. — CUILIO BbIIOXHYJIA
Orra.

— Moxer, He paccMOoTpesn? — IpeArnookuiIa XaHHa.

— MB&I 1UCBI, @ OH — JIpakoH... PUYEM TyT 3peHue? Moxet, oH npocteii? U To, ecnu Tl B
OYepe/IHOM pa3 HUYEro He HalyTana. .. — npegnonoxuia JInHy.

— 41 e ckazana, 9To 3TO He MOsI ommrOKa! — OO KEeHHO Hadyach XaHHA.

— OH - gpakoH! V HuX pereHepauusi B JECATKM pa3 CUJIbHEE, YeM y Hac... Sl B KU3HU HE
CIIbIIIANIA, YTOOBI JPAKOHBI OONIENH, — BO3MYTHIACh OTTaus1, — MHE HY)KHO YBUJIETBCS C HUM €I pas.
OH — Mos1 mapa, ¥ eMy OT MeHsI He YITH! — BOMHCTBEHHO BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY OpIOHETKa, BCIIOMUHAS,
YTO OHA, KaK-HHUKAK, KHSDKHA YEPHOOYPBIX JIUCHUIL. — f TOIKHA MOCMOTPETh eMy B IJ1a3a, HaBEpHsIKA
CMOTY TIOHSITh: OH OT MEH:I OTKa3bIBAETCS, UJIM BCE XKe Thl OIUOIack, cecTpeHka. M Torna MeHst BHOBb
KJIET mo30p!

— B a10T pa3 51 He BUHOBaTa! — BHOBb BO3MYTWIACh XaHHA, HO CTapIIre CECTPbl MOCMOTPEIN
HA HEE CKENTUYECKHU.

I'nasa 4.

— Hy xak? — HepBHuMyas, cripocuia OTranus y ocMarpuBaolei e€ Hapsa XaHHbl. OObIYHO
JEBYIIKA TaK CTapaTesIbHO HEe COOMpasach Jake Ha KHSUKECKUE YXKUHBI, HO He B 9TOT pa3. Ceiuac
el XOTeJIOCh CPa3UTh CBOIO Mapy, YTOObI OH €€ YBHUIET M pacCMOTpEJ, a MOCJie OCO3HANI, MAMO Yero
TaK HEOPEKHO MPOIIE.

[TnaTbe 1BeTa MOPCKOI BOJTHBI yAECHO OTTEHSLIIO €€ OEeJIOCHEKHYIO KOXY, & COOpaHHBIE B BBICO-
KYIO IPUYECKY BOJIOCH! MOAUEPKUBAIH JIEOSIUHYIO IIIEI0.

— Tol yBepeHa Hacu€T Kopceta? — XaHHA C COMHEHHEM CMOTpesia Ha Yepecuyp y3KYIO TaJHIo
cecTpsl U Ha e€ OneqHeromue mMEKU. — Jlioackas Mona y Tedst HUKOrja He Oblla B YeCTH.

— 3710 fAa... — ene apma, menHyra OTTa Tak, 4ToObl €€ yClblana TOJbKO CEeCTpUlla, — HO
XOTeJIOCh Obl OBITH BO BCEOPYKHH, €CJI OH BCE Ke MOSI Tapa.

— Tak He mpuBNEYENb €r0 BHUMAHUE. .. ThI NTOXOXa HA 00JIe3HYI0, — (DHIPKHYJIA CKOJIB3HYB-
masi B KoMHaty JIunH. — [leBoukH, MoxkeTe ObITh CBOOOAHKL. [lasbiie s cama! — yabpIOHYBIIUCH, OHA
OBICTPO BBICTABIJIA 32 ABEPb JIOOOIBITHBIX TOPHUYHBIX. — JIMIIHUE YIIIM HA K YeMy, — OTBETHJIA OHA
Ha BOIIPOCUTENIBHBIN B3IV CECTED, a MocJIe rnojponuia K OTTaany co CIIMHBI U CTaJla PacIitycKaTh KOp-
ceT. — 51, KoHeuHO, MoTJ1a Obl 32CTaBUTD TeOs ONTHU TaK M OBITh CAMOM MPEKPACHON HA 3TOM yXKHUHE. . .
HO JUTsl MEeHsI e JIydllle, eclId Thl He Oylelh KOHKypHpOBaTh CO MHOM Ha OpayHOM Ce30He, a s
3TOro ObUIO OBI XOPOIIIO, eciIi Obl TBOH JPaKOH MOOBICTPee BCE OCO3HAM U TMajl K TBOMM HOTaMm, a He
THI K €T0... OT HeIOCTa4u Bo3yxa. Mbl — 06opoTHH, a He moau! Ham 3ta 60e3HOCTh He K Juily!
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— U 4Tt0, 1o-TBOEMY, HaM K JIHITy ? — HACMETUBO (pbIpkHYIa OTTa, 3aMETHO PO30BEST U O00-
PUTETIHHO TS Ha ceds B 3epkajio. Bc€ ke oT mapbl caHTUMETpOB (pUrypa Xyke He cTajia, a BOT
3/I0POBBIN 1IBET JIMLIA BEPHYJICS.

— 3IOPOBBIi aNIeTUT, 3J0POBHIN IIBET KOXHU U AJTYHBIN OJIecK IJ1a3. ..

— JIuHH! — BO3MYTHJIMCDH CECTPBI, B TO BpeMs Kak Ta JocTaBaja MKarylky OTTajuu ¢ yKpaiie-
HUSIMU.

— Hy nagHo, marymika ¢ naneHbKoi BE4HO CO CBOMM «JIMHH», HO BBI-TO Kyga?! AJTYHOCTb He
OyleT JMIIHel, 0coOOeHHO — B HaleM Bo3pacte! HyXHo ka/iHO CMOTpETh Ha XW3Hb, HA MYKUHH, Ha
MIPUKJTIIOYEHHs], HA OPUJUTAHTBI!.. — C BOCXMIIIEHHEM BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, JOCTaBasi CBEPKAIOIIAE HUTH.
W xak Obl JEBYIIKY HA KPUBKJIM HOCUKH OT CJIOB CECTPBI, HO HE CAEPKAaJM JIOOOMBITCTBO U B3IOXH
BOCXMILIEHHS. — TO, UTO HY’KHO, — PEIUIMTENIbHO 3aXJI0MHYB LIKATYJKY, JIMHH 1epkana B pyKax HUTH,
YHU3aHHBIE OpPMJUITMAHTOBBIMU 3BE3JAMHU.

— A He cMIIKOM? — ¢ COMHEHHUEM IIenHy/a XaHHa.

Kuskeckas yera 3akasana uX y JIy4dlIero oBelvpa JUis cTapliell JoYepu B MPOLUIOM TOfy,
YTOOBI €€ TPeTHid OpauHblid Ce30H He ObUT Tak ropek. K ToMy ke, OCTaIbHbIM 3TO TOKa3bIBAJIO, YTO
Otraymus — BcE emg modumast 104b, KHSDKHA M OYeHb Oorartasi Haceanuna. KHs3p He cKynuiics u
3aKa3blBajl HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE YKpallleH!e Uil KaKI0W JOUepy Ha X MEepBbIi Oall, HO AJIs CTapIiei
clieJiaJl UICKJIIOYEHUEe M BHOBb OJJapHJl €€ YHUKAJIBHOW BEIIbIO.

— Xoporio ObITh CTapIIell A0Yephlo Yy ManeHbKH, — C JIETKOW 3aBUCThI0 XMbIKHY/1a JIMHH, —
CaJI|Ch, 5 BIUIETY UX TeOe B KOCHI.

— INaneHpKa MOOUT BCEX OJMHAKOBO, — TYT K€ BCTyMUJIach 3a ota OTTa, cies 3a JJOBKUMHU
MaJIbI[AMU CECTPEHKU B OTPAKEHUM.

— I'mynocTd. .. HEBO3MOXKHO JIIOOUTH OJJMHAKOBO. DTO HE IJIOXO U HE XOPOIIIO, — MpepBaJia OHa
T'OTOBBIX OTPOBEPTHYTH €€ CJI0BA CECTEP, — TPOCTO KaxJasi TOOOBb YHUKAJIbHA. A UTO KacaeTcs Toro,
YTO CITy4aeTcs BIIEPBbIE, TO 9TO BCETr/ia MPEKPacHO 1 He3a0biBaeMo. Thl — ero nepBblil peOEHOK, TIep-
Bas JJ0Yb, KOTOpasi COBEPIIMIA 000POT, IepBasi BCTYIIJIA B OpauHbIil CE30H, MepBasi CTOJIKHYJIACh C
npobieMamu. .. 3To He 3a0biBaetcs! Bee, 4to OyayT mocie, He TPOHYT ero cepiile Tak SPKO, MOXKET,
TOJIBKO €CJIM camasi Mylajias U3 Hac. ..

— Hy, He 3Hai0... s BUena pyOMHOBBIN KOMIUIEKT, YTO TOTOBAT TeO€ B MOAAPOK, — XMBIKHYJIA
XaHHa, cTapasich TO JIM YCIIOKOUTH ceOs1, To i JIMHH, — OH CTOMT 1IeJI0€ COCTOSIHUE.

— 41 He roBopuIa, YTO MAaNeHbKa CKYMUTCS N0 OTHOIIEHUIO K OCTAJIBHBIM. .. [IPOCTO 3TO HE Tak
SpKO, Kak ¢ OTTOI1.

CécTpbl COBCEM OTBJIEKJIMCh OT PYK JIEBYIIKH, [I03TOMY HE 3aMETHJIM, KaKk OHa 3akoHumia. 1
BMecCTe ¢ KOHILIOM (ppa3bl MOBEPHYJIA CTAPIIYIO CECTPY K OTpaxkeHUI0. YEpHbIe BOIOCH ObLIA YMEIO
BIUIETEHBI B KOCBI, KOTOpPBIE M3SIIIHO BEHYAIN TOJIOBKY. HeckonbKo npsineit Obut HeOpeKHO BBIITY-
IIEHBl Y BUCKOB, 3aBUBasICh. 3BE3/Ibl )K€ CBEPKAJIM TaK SIPKO, UTO Ka3aJMCh HACTOSIIIIUMHU.

— INanenpka ObUT TIpaB, 1apsl UX Tede, — C MPUIbIXaHMEM BOCXUTHIACH XaHHA, — Thl — CJIOBHO
caMa KHSTUHS-HOYb. . .

— 310 BCE yMeible pykH JIMHH, — MOCTENnIa OHa OTBECUTD MTOXBAJy CECTPE, — KOI/la UX Blie-
BaJIa B BOJIOCH MOSI TOPHUYHASI Ha MPOIUILIA OaJl, OHU CMOTPEJHUCh. . .

— BynbrapHo, — He IpeMUHYJIa 3aMETUTb CECTpa, — OHA MTOCYUTaJa, €CJIU Tarna MoJapuil CEMb
HUTEN CO 3BE3J]aMU, TO UX BCE U HAJI0 IPUMEHMTH, 51 K€ BILIeJa TOJIbKO TpU. KpacoTy HyKHO ymMeTb
TO/IaBaTh TaK, YTOOBI YKPAIIEHHUS TOJIBKO MOAYEPKUBATH €€, a He MepeTATUBAIN BHUIMAHUE. . . — 3aKY-
cuB ry0y, OHa MPHKJIA/IbIBANIA emE OIHY HUTh CO 3BE3JaMH, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 K Ilee, TaK, YTOObl TpU
KpYITHBIE 3BE3/Ibl JIETJIM HA TPYAb, — OXKATYH, 9TO YKE JIMILIHEE, HY’)KHO YTO-TO IMOIPOILE. . .

— dymaenib? A MHE OHU TIOHPaBUJIUCh, — [IEPEXBATUB W3 PyK JIMHH HUTH, JEBYyIIKA cama cTaja
MIPUKJIaJbIBaTh €€ K 111ee, — xoporto xe! [TpaBaa, XanHa? — TpeboBaTebHO B3MIIsIHY/IA OHA HA MJIaI-
IYIO CECTPY, UTO TOJIBKO IOXkaJla IJIe4YaMHU, COIIAIIAsCh.

— Her, s ckazana, — npotsinyna JIMHH nmpocToe Kojbe ¢ HeOOMbITMMU OPUUTHAHTAMH.
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— CKpOMHO Kak-ToO... — CMOPIIMJIa HOCUK XaHHa.

— MBI e XOTHM, 4TOOBI OH OOpaTH/I BHUMaHUE He Ha I0BeTMPHBIi 3arac OTTH, a HA Heé camy, —
C 9TUMHU cioBaMu JIMHH GeCliepeMOHHO OITyCTHIIA IEKOJIbTE TOPa3o HUKE.

— Ecnu 51 B 3TOM HaKJIOHIOCH, TO OH YBHIHT Topa3ao OOJbIlie, YeM sl TOTOBA eMy ceiiuac Moka-
3aTh! — HEAOBOJIBHO BhIIOXHY/Ia OTTa, OATATMBasi TOHKUMH MAJIbUUKAMUA KOPCAX.

— A TbI HEe HaKJIOHSIHCS U OCTaBb Ha MecTe Kopcak! { ke Xoxy, U HuYero. ..

—To1— 310 THI! §1 TaK HE Mory. .. — 6pocKiIa OHa B3IJIsL Ha onOoueHuBIIyocs JIunH. B mocnen-
Hee BpeMs €€ IJIaThsl BHITOIHO MOAYEPKUBAII MBILIHYIO I'PY/b, A€pP:Kach HA YECTHOM CJIOBE.

—He moxer oHa. .. Xopoo. [Togymaii-ka o TEmMHOM reHepaiie. .. 0 ero npoxuraioiieM B3rsie,
CWIBHBIX pyKax... YTto gymaer o HEM TBOs Jiucuua’?

— OH — Mo#i! — ¢ TIErkKuM PBIKOM TYT K€ OTBETHWJIA IEBYIIIKA, YOMpast MaJIbIIbl C KOpcaxka.

— BoT ¥ ciiaBHEHBKO, BOT U UyJHEHBKO! A s, MOXaTyi, TIOMIy repeoaeHych, — Opocuia JInHH
JOBOJIBHBIN B3IJISIT HA CBOE OTpaskeHHe. [JHEeBHOE IJIaThe el HeMMOBEPHO IILIO: OHA OblIa CBeXa U
MpeKpacHa, Kak XpynKuii OyTOH, PaCIyCTUBIIMICS Ha pacCBeTe.

— U a! — pagocTtHO ockanmiach XaHHa.

— Th1 e BCE BpeMsi UTHOPUPYEIIb MTPUTJIAILICHUsT MATYIIKKA Ha TaKKMe YKUHBL.

— Hapo e npuBbIKaTh, — BHOBb HEIOBOJILHO CMOpILMJIA HOCHK AEBYIIKA, — K TOMY K€, 51 HE
MOTY IPOITYCTUTh MOMEHT, KOTJa JPaKOH NOMMET, uto OTTanus — ero uctuHHas. Kak oH cxBarur eé
B 00DBATHS, KaK 3aKPY)XHUT B TaHIIE... — MEUTATEJILHO IMPOrOBOPHIIA OHA, YEM BbIAJIa CBOI0 HEXKHYIO
HAaTYpy, UTO MpsATaIach 32 HAIYCKHBIM Oe3pa3nuiueM. — YUCTo B MCCIIeI0BATEbCKUX LIESX. .. 3PS o
3TO CKazaJa, — [IeNHYJa OHa, BUAS, KaK y JIMHH 3aKI7HCh peaABKyIeHueM riasza. Cectpa He 3a0yaeT.
Ona ObL1a 3aHO301 /TSI BCETO CEMENCTBA.

— Ecm ThI BC€ ke He ommoachk. . .

— DT0 OH OpaKOBaHHBINA, a HE MOE 3eJbe, — OHa BO3MYIIEHHO NPUTOIHYJIA HOXKKOM, — s ke
TOBOPHJIA, YTO B 3TOT pa3 6e3 ommoKu!

JleBy1iku, nepepyruBasich, NOKMHYIM OTTaIvIo, 4TO HEPBHO 3aMeTallach 110 KoMHare. Mbicib,
YTO OH — He e€ mapa, yorBasa, IOTOMy OHa HE3aMeIJTUTENILHO 3aTONIKaa e€ Ky/a MoAajblie 1 OTIa-
7ach B OOBATHSI 3aBETHBIX MEUTAHMIA, YTO HAKPBIBAIM €€ BOJIHA 32 BOJHOMW, YHOCSI BCE Jajblle U
nasplie Ha rryouHy. K Tomy MOMeHTY, Kak TOpHMYHasl M03Bajla Ha Y)KHH, B €€ MEUTaHUsIX O UX
o01memMy oMy Oerajio 4eThipe MaJIeHbKUX JPaKOHUYHKA.

Crieria HaBCTpeuy CBOEH NCTUHHOM JTIOOBH, OHA U HE 3aMETHIIA, KaK Ha paJjoCTsIX YyTh He cOMa
HE3HAKOMIIa C HOT, PE3KO 3aBEPHYB 3a YIoJl.

— O, mpoctuTe... — pacCTPOEHHO BHIJOXHYJIAa OHa, He M. [ne-To Tam Obula e€ mapa, oHa
3aJepKUBAETCS, a BE/lb HA KHSKECKOM yXKUHE OylyT He TOJIbKO CeMbsl, HO U IPUOIMKEHHbIE.

Bor Tonbko 000HsIHME He OOMaHelIb, ¥ JIHca y3Hala ero paHsiie, 4eM OTTa, HaKOHell, IoBep-
Hynach. MyX4rHa HEI0BOJIbHO IPOKUTrall €€ B3IJISIIOM, MONPaBIIsisl CIOPTYK.

Moxet, XanHa Bc€ xe ommonachk? MbICIb OOMIHO YKOJIO/IA CO3HAHME JIEBYIIIKHA U OCTAaHOBHJIA
OT TIOCTIEIIHBIX JIECTBUI.

— Crnemure? — CHUCXOAUTEIBHO TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS APAKOH Y MOJIOOM JIMCULIBI — SIPKOM, Kak
10’KHAsI ITUYKA.

— HemHoro, — Hecmero yabIOHy1ach OHA, TOAHUMAsS] HA HEr0 CBOM OOJIBIIIKE TIOKOJIAIHOTO [IBETA
rj1a3a, — yKUH CKOpPO HAYHETCH.

— Bac onpenenéHHo NofgoKIyT. .. TAKYI0 KpacaBUIly HEJIb3s1 HE KIATh.

OT u3MMIIHEN CIAIABOCTH B CIOBAX APAKOH MBICIIEHHO ToMopiuuics. OH TakuM UAMOTA3MOM
HUKOIJa He CTpajall, BUIHO, METEJIb TaK MOAEHCTBOBAJIA.

B 10 e Bpems MbICIIb, UTO OHM Y€ BUJEJINCh, HE JjaBajla eMy ITOKOs1, a BMECTE C TEM U Jocaia
Ha OTCYTCTBHE 3anaxoB. Beqp oH, Kak 1000 ApakoH WM 000POTEHb, BCEIIENO MoJarajcs Ha apo-
Matbl. OHU MOTJIM CKa3aTh MHOTOE, Ia)e TO, YTO COOECEHUK He XOTeJI TOBOPHUTb. . .
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Ero HeoBOJIbCTBO HE OCTAJIOCh HE3aMEUEHHBIM AEBYIIKOW. DTO €€ paHuiIo, a BMECTE C TeEM
JMca HAuYMHAJIA HEeIOBOJIBHO KPYTUThCA. e 9TO BUIAHO, YTOOBI MCTUHHBI MOPIIWIICS TIPU BHIC
cBoel napsbi?!

— BBl ueM-TO HEI0BOJIbHBI? — HATIPSIMYIO CITPOCHJIA IEBYILIKA.

— Y10 BHI... BCE IpeKpacHo. Bac conpoBoanTh Ha yKUH?

— A MBI pa3Be 3HaKOMBI? — JIyKaBO YJIBIOHY/IACh OHA.

— IIpoury npoctuts. .. Ppoyn XmbBapa.

— Orranus DTBy[, — IpUcesa OHa B MATKOM pPEeBEpaHCe, IPOTATrUBasi pyKy, KOTOPYIO My KUMHA
TYT K€ TIPUHSUI, HEBECOMO Kacasich Ty0amu e€ nmanbunkoB. COTHM MypallleK MpeABKYIeHus mode-
KaJIM 110 €€ Tesly OT MeCTa UX COIPUKOCHOBEHMUSI.

— IIpuATHO NO3HAKOMUTBCS, KHSKHA DTBY.

— W mHe... BBl MOXeTe 0OpaiaTbcsi KO MHE 10 UMEHH, — KOKETJIMBO CTpeJIbHYJIa IJ1a3KaMu
Ortranus, — o nogsurax TEMHOro reHepaa JpakoOHOB CJIAraioT JIETeH Ibl, OHU JOIILIH 1aXKe A0 HAIlero
HEOOJIBIIIONO KHSKECTBA.

— VBeps10, CIyXy IpeyBEIMYMBAIOT. . .

JleBylika ¢ yJOBOJBbCTBUEM OTMETWJIA, YTO HA MIHOBEHUE OH 3aTepsijics B3LIAJOM B €€
JEKOJIbTE W SIBHO OOOPUTENILHO OKHMHYI (urypy. OnpenenéHHo, (pu3ndecku oHa ero He OTTaJIKH-
BaJia, TaK IOYEMY MYKUMHA HE payeTcs, Kak oHa?

— C ynoBosnbcerBUeM, KHskHa OTtanus. Teneppb s MOTy IPOBOAWTB Bac HAa YKUH? — XUTPBIN
MPULLYP U3MEHWI BEYHO CEPhEZHOE JIULIO APAKOHA.

— C pagocTtblo, — OTBETHIIA JIEBYIIIKA, OTMEYasi, YTO OH HE MPEIJIOKUII TAKKe Ha3bIBaTh €ro Mo
WMEHHU, XOTH CJIEJOBAIO Obl.

[Noxoxe, JIuHH MpaBa, 1 ommMoOIach XaHHA, a OHA TOJIBKO 3psi MO30PUTCS TIepe]] JPAKOHOM.

I'naBa S.

Wntu, onupasich Ha ero pykKy, ObUIO JIETKO.

HecmoTpst Ha Bce pa3roBOphI, YTO XOAWIM O HEM, KaK O MPaYHOM U HEJIOAMMOM THIIe, TIpe/l-
MOYMTAIOIIEM eCJTH He Tojie 0051, TO JTJabopaTOpru CBOETO XOIOJHOTO 3aMKa, oH ObUT ¢ OTTON BechMa
MHUJI, YTO BCEJISUIO HafiekKay. [l pakoH yBEpEeHHO MOAAEePKUBAT e€ 32 PyKY U BHUMATEJILHO BBICITYIIIH-
BaJI BECh TOT Ope/1, YTO OHA IO MITYIOCTH MOJIoNA. [IeByIKa MOHUMAJIa, YTO e ClieyeT OCTAHOBHUTHCS,
3aMOTYaTh U HE MO30PUTHCA. .. HO ero O1M30CTh cBOAMIIA ¢ yMa. E€ Jrca KOKeTIMBO BepTenach Mo
KOXel, jkeJasi, 4ToObl OH €€, HaKOHell, Mmouysil. IHCTUHKT Opai CcBOE, 3a/BUTasi pa3yM Ha 3aJHUI
riad. Eil XxoTenock kapKux B3MISIOB U TPETIETHBIX MTPUKOCHOBEHUM, YTOOBI MY)KUMHA Pa3IesIiI C
He kax]y, YTO OXBaThIBaJIa €€ PsAJIOM C HUM.

Ho, x e€ orpoMHOMY COXaJICHHIO, TIOXOXke, TO ObLJIa TOJBKO e€ TTpodiemMa.

TEmHBIN TeHepast OoJbIIe He OMyCcKasl B3I HUKE e€ TIoIOOPOIKa, a Belb 9TO ObLIO CIIOKHO.
JleByIiKa TO ¥ /IeJi0 B3/IbIXajia, ¥ PO30OBBIC TONYIIApUs TPyAell HOPOBIIN BHITPHITHYTh U3 TECHOTO
YKPBITHUS, TIPUBJIEKABIIEr0 Tak MHOrO BHUMaHMS Jpyrux. OHa JIOBWJIA B3I/l TBApICHIIEB OTIIA,
YTO MOPAXEHHO MPOBOXAU €€ (PUTYPY; OH e YIPSIMO CMOTPEJT e TOJIbKO B IJ1a3a.

— Tak u nonyumsocsk, yto Kanca Haiia cBoero ICTUHHOTO COBEPIIIEHHO ciydaiiHo. Eciu Obt
OHa He BCTpevasia MoCOJIbCTBO BMeCTe ¢ MareHbKOM, T OHU Obl pa3MuHyuchk. [Ipeacrapnsere? OH
Belb He cOOMpaJiCs K HaM Ha TMPa3HECTBa, Beps, YTO ero NpeJHavYepTaHHass — TOYHO He YEPHO-
Oypka... A BoT Kak ObiBaeT! HyXHO OBITh B Hy)kHOM MeCTe M B Hy’)KHOE BpeMsi! — TapaTopuia OHa
0] CHUCXOUTEbHBIM MYXCKUM B3IJIsI0M. — $1 yromiisiio. Mue yxacHo sxaib! [Ipocto s Tak BoJ-
HYIOCh. .. — BRIJOXHY/IA OTTausi, BAHOBATO OTBOPAYUBASICh.

— Ecnm Tonbko crerka... Ho, MOBepbTe, Bbl TaK MUJIO CMYIIA€TeCh, UTO, TOXKAIYH, MHE Aaxe
noHpaBmiIock. A pan 3a Barry cectpy. VIcTMHHas1 mapa — 9TO BeJMvaiInas Harpajaa Jjist Jo0oro JBy-
JIUKOTO.
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— IIpaBna? Bei Tak cunrtaere? U BBl OBl He OTKA3aJIMCh OT CBOEH Maphl? — BCTPETieHy/Iach OHA B
HOBOM TIOPBIBE HA/IEKIbl, BHUMATEJILHO BIVISIIBIBASICh B €0 JIMIIO, UIIA CIIEIBI JIKH.

— Huxorga! — tBEpmo orpesan oH. — Korja s Haliay CBOIO MCTHHHYIO, 51 YIIOAOOTIOCH BCeM
OaiikaMm, 4To IIEemYyT O HaC — yKpajy, 3arnpy B CBOEM 3aMKe U He CITYIIy ¢ He€ CBOMX IJIa3.

JIuca BHyTpM 3ayMkoBasa. BeraBas Ha 3agHMe Jlanbl, OHAa CKYJIMJIA, HAMEKAasl, YTO BOT OHA...
3[€Ch U TOTOBA K TAKOMY 3aTOYEHHIO, HO OH HE YyBCTBOBAI €€. A MOTOM Y€pHOOYpKa MOPakKEHHO
3aTUXJIa, Aejasi HeyTeIUTEIbHbIE BBIBO/IBI, YTO OHA-TO €1IE B POJHbIX IEHATaX, a HE U3y4YaeT 3aMOK
«CKOpOHBIH yTEC», BEKaMH MTPUHAJIEKALUNA €0 CEMbE.

— A ecyiu oHa OyeT OTHOCHTBCS K BIMSATENIBHON CceMbe? — 3a/[yMUYHBO Tepedrpaia BAPUAHTHI
Otrasnus.

— W 4ro? Bel cunTaere, 4TO HAIYTCA TE, KTO HE 3aX0YET POAHUTHCS C UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBEN
JPaKOHOB? — XOJIOJHO MPOrOBOPHII OH.

Ha nne ero a3 3akiyOuiach ThMa, U IEBYIIIKA IOPAXXKEHHO BBIIOXHYIA, B TO BpeMsI Kak JIiica
BHYTpPHU CXkajlach B KOMOK, Be[lb BMECTE C ThbMOI HErogoBai U IpakoH. Ero cyTh cuibHee e€ amchent
HaTyphl, U ceyac OH HErO/10BaJl, 3AKOHHO CUUTasl, YTO €r0 BUJ IUKTYET yCIOBHUS.

— JloryCcTUM. .. a eC/Ii OHa — He IPaKoH? — MBICJIEHHO JIeBYIIIKa OTBecuiia cebe oreyxy. Myx-
YKrHa He OBbUT MOXOK Ha MOOOPHUKA YHMCTOTHI KPOBHU, HO BCE Ke. . .

— W uyt0? 4 noxox Ha uauota? OTKa3bIBaTHCS OT UCTUHHOM, €CJIU OHA, K IPUMEPY, OKAXKETCH. . .
kponukoM? Her. Takxke cxBady u 3anpy B 3aMke. [IpocTo B 3TOM citydae, 00I0Ch, eii He BUIATh CBO-
O01pI.

— [I-noyemy? — 3anHYBIIKCh, JEBYIIKA COBEPLUIEHHO HE IPALlMO3HO MOJETeNa K MOy, HO €ro
KpernK#e pyKH MOAXBATUIIM €€ U He IJIU YIacThb.

— Y MeHs AOCTaTOYHO BParoB, KOTOPBIE 3aXOTAT J0Oparhcs 10 MeHs yepe3 He€. COMHEBaoCh,
YTO TaKOW O€300MIHBIA BU] MOKET OKa3aTh JOCTOMHOE COMPOTHUBIICHUE, — BIJISIBIBASCH B €€ YMHBIC
OoMbIIIME IJ1a3a, OH HE MOT BBIOPAThCS U3 IJIEHa, B KOTOPBIH MO CITyYailHOCTH TOTAJT.

— DT0 BBl MPOCTO ¢ OOEBBIMU 3allIaMK HE BCTPEUYAUCh, — (PBIPKHYJIA JEBYIIKA, BCIIOMUHAS
CIIy4ail Ha OXOTe, — HO BCE Ke... Y Bac He OyIeT COMHEHHH, CTpaxoB?

— 4 — Témnpiit ['enepan! MHe HeBeJOMBI 3TU TJIYNOCTH, — HACMEIILJIMBO BHITHYJI OH YEPHYIO
OpoBb, — He BaXHO, KTO OyaeT Mos napa! OHa Oy/ieT moeli UICTUHHOM, OT He€ y MEeHsI POIIATCS TaJlaHT-
JIMBBIE ETH-APAKOHbI, BElb MOSI CYTh CHJIbHEE.

— 3HauuT, 6€3 BAPUAHTOB. .. — PACCTPOCHHO InenHyna OTTasmsl.

— IIpocrute, 4TO BBI CKa3ain? — 03a/1a4€HHO CIIPOCHIT IPAKOH.

— l'oBopio, uTO Barel nape O4eHb MOBE3ET! — ropas31o rpoMye IpPOroBOpuIa OHa, pa3pbiBasi
3pUTENbHBIN KOHTAKT W MPOJOJIKasl MyTh. — Bel 1oro y Hac mpoOyaere? — 0Oped€HHO CIpocHIa
JEBYILKA.

— Ilymaro, mapy HeAeb.

— Maryuika 3arossia ciyr, Hallpyrjaniaja MaroB M HaHsula JIy4IIuX pacriopsaurenei. .. bpau-
HBIF CE30H B 3TOM rofiy OyIeT 0COOeHHBIM, ero Oy/ieT BeH4aTh CBaib0a CeCTphl U 3UMHMIA Oat. BymyTt
pas3BiIeYeHus, KaK JIJIsl MOJIOAEKH, TaK U JJIs1 JIML [TOCTapilie. DTU MPa3AHECTBA 3allOMHSATCS, TaK 4TO
MOCTapailTeCh OTIOXHYTh Y HAC U MOJTYYUTh YAOBOJIbCTBUE.

— OtnoxHyTs? Pa3eieuyenus s aun nocrapiie? Bl qymaere, 4To s yxke cTrap? — HAXMYpHB-
IIKCh, TIPOTOBOPUII MY)KUMHA.

— Her! Yto BH?! ¥V Bac mpekpacHblii Bo3pact! Bbl BbIIAOUTE Kak Mjean MykK4uuHbl! —
MOCHEITHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA JEBYILIKA, HE CKPbIBAasi BOCXUILEHUS B rOJIOCE, U TYT K€ 3aJIWIACh SIPKUM
pymsHueM. — [Ipoctute... — BBIIOXHYJIA OHA, OTBOPAYMBAasICh. B €ro mpakTUyecku YEPHBIX I1a3ax
3aTansach UI'PUBasi HACMEIIKA, a OHA-TO, TIIyIasi, IPUHSJIACh €r0 PACXBAIMUBATH, BbIIAB ce0s1 C TOJI0-
BOIl.
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— Ipocuts npouienus gomxkex s, Otranus. .. MHe NpusTHO BHUMAaHUE TaKOW IOHOW ITpesiecT-
HUIIBI, HO BBI JJOJUKHBI TIOHUMATh, YTO S CBSIKY KM3Hb TOJIBKO C UCTUHHOM, — OH TBEPAO CMOTpEI il
B IJ1a3a, JIMIIIAsl TOC/eHel Karym Hajgexapl. OHa — He ero uctuHHas. Jluca omuonacs.

E€ cmymienre eMy JIbCTHITO, HO OHA OblTa KHsKHOU. C Hell Heslb3s MPOCTO TaK TIOUrpaTth U Opo-
cuth O3 MoCneCTBU 11 TocynapctBa. OH TPe3BO CMOTPEIT Ha KU3Hb, IOTOMY CTApAJICS 3aTOJK-
HYTb TOJAJIbIIIE HEM3BECTHO OTKY/A BHIMON3IIEE YyBCTBO KAJOCTH, CMEIIAHHOE C BOCXHUILCHUEM U
MIEPBBIMUA POCTKAMHU HEXHOCTH. Takoro KOKTEHsIsl 4yBCTB 32 HUM OTPOISCHh HE BOAMIOCh. OH TO U
€10 JIOBUII ce0s1 Ha MBICITH, YTO BCS €€ OeCcTONIKOBast OOJNTOBHS €ro He pa3ApakaeT, a TOJIBKO YMU-
nsiet. Ero IpakoH naske mocrapajics IpUHIOXaThCsl, YTOOBI YIIOBUTH €€ UCTMHHBIM apoMar, HO 3apa3a-
MeTeJTb JIMIIAJIA eT0 TAKOW BO3MOKHOCTH. biaro, eMy Ha MOMOIIb MPHUIIET OCTPBIA pa3yM, UTO He
pas ero BeIpyyval.

Dra HeXxHasl JIMCUYKa He Moria ObITh ero mapoid. OH Bcerjga meHWI B KEHIIUHAX CHITY, Hallop
1 TOpAYHOCTh. OTTanmms ke OblIa 3aTI00JICHHOW NOYKOM, JJACKOBOM M JIOMAIIIHEH... OHa — HE ero
WCTHHHASI.

— A g K BaM B napy 1 He HaOMBaoch! Bam Tak mokazanocs? HeBepHo! — ropno B3aépHysia oHa
no6oponok. Eil Ob110 06uIHO, YTO €€ BOCTOpPr AJIsi HEro HekenaHeH. — § KoHcTatrpoBana (hakxT.
['mymno mpearonarate, 4TO APaKOHBI MOTYT BBIIVISIIETh TUIOXO. BBl 3aHMMaeTe BEpIIMHBI MUILEBOM
HETIOYKY JBYJIUKUX. ..

— I He Tak Bac MOHsLJI, POIITY BHOBb MEHsI TPOCTHUTH, — CKJIIOHUB T'OJIOBY K IUIEYY, OH C yCMelll-
KO HaOMIOaJ, KaK SIPKO CBEPKAIOT JeBUYbH I71a3a. VIX yrosiku ObLM ciierka B3AEPHYTHI, YTO MpHIa-
BaJIo 0cOoOYI0 U3BOPOTIIMBOCTh BO B3MIsAAe. Kak oH 3TOro He 3ameTu?!

— Ipormao! — BeMMUECTBEHHO KMBHYJIA OHA, BCEM CBOMM BHIOM TOKa3bIBas, UTO AENAET eMy
OIOJKeHUE. — A Terepb, MOKET, Mbl yXkKe 3aiJIEM B 3717

— Kak npukaxere, KHsDKHA. .. KaK MPUKaXKeTe, — XMBIKHYB, OH BHOBb TOJICTABUJI €i1 JIOKOTb,
MCKOCa TIocMaTpuBasi Ha coOpaBinylocst IeBymiky. OHa Oobllle He cMyIanach U He Oofirana 0e3
YMOJIKY, KHsDKHA Ha HETO Jake He CMOTpeJa.

Broxenust MaTymku npuHOCHIM ions!. [lapaiHast ctooBast ObLT Mpa3IHIYHO IEKOPUPOBAHA.
[Tpuuém sIBHO yrajiplBajach pyKa MaroB, Be[b €CJIM BCKUHYTb TOJIOBY, TO MOXET MOKa3aThCsl, YTO
3[IeCh BOBCE HET IMOTOJIKA. .. TOJIbKO TIIyOOKOe cruHee HeOo, IJie CBepKau sipKre OPYILTHAHTHI 3BE3/L.
Tskénple Ty4YM TUIABHO MEPEKPhIBAIM MX OJIECK, M, Ka3aJI0Ch, BOT-BOT 3aJ1 3aBTUT OEJIbIN CHET.

— Hemoxo, — 0100puTeibHO KMBHYIT JPAKOH, JTIOOYSICh MArUeCKMM TBOpeHHeM, Ha uto OTTa-
JIASI TOJIBKO elI€ MIMpe YJIBIOHYIach.

— ®poyxa, npyr Moi! Mbl TeOs1 yxke 3aKJTUCh! — PbKEBOIOCHI BBICOKUI MYKUYMHA C HECBOW-
CTBEHHOW /JIsl TAKUX Pa3MEpoB rparmeil Bcrpetui ux. — He mpeacraBuinb Hac? — OH HE CITyCKaul
’Ka/IHOTO B3IJIsIIa C IOHOW KPACABUIIBI, UTO CTOSIA PSIJIOM C €r0 TOBAPHIIEM.

— 910 KHscHa OTTanus, — XMypo npeactaBu e€ TEMHbIN reHepast, COMPOBOAVB CBOU CJIOBA
TaKMM BBIPa3UTEIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM, YTO PHIKHIA MOYTH 3a0bLJT BCE CBOM HAMEPEHH I B OTHOIIEHUH Kpa-
caBuiibl. OH TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO, KOTJa y JIpyra B Ila3ax oTpaxaercsi Oe3/iHa, JIydlle MorpuaepkaTh
koHei. Ho pa3Be 310 uHTepecHo?! — A 3T0 — MO IpYT U MOYTH JIyUIIUH TeHepasl B UMIIEPUH, DIKUIT
OubBe, eig ero 30ByT OTHEHHBII reHepa.

— Pan 3HakomMcTBY! BBl pekpacHbl, KHsKHA, OJIECK BalllMX I71a3 3aTMEBAeT CUsIHUE 3BE3[ B
9TOM 3aJle... — C TIOKJIOHOM OH M3SIIIHO TOIIENIOBAJ MPOTSHYTYIO JIAJOHb, JOBOJBHO OTMeYasi, 4To
HEXHBII pyMsIHEL| TPOHYJI €€ cKyJbl. — [lo3BoMTE COnMpoBOAUTD Bac K CTONY?

— C yIoBOJILCTBUEM, — BbIJJOXHYJIA JEBYIIIKA, kejasi OCTaBUTh TEéMHOro reepaia nozagu. Eé
TATa K HEMY HarpacHa, 4eM ObIcTpee e€ JIMca 3TO YCBOUT, TeM JIyyllle.

[NoncraBuB JIOKOTh, DKM C YIOBOILCTBUEM MOBEN KPACABUILY B ITyOb 3aJ1bl, OCTPO OIILYIIast
MEK/1y JIONIATOK TSDKENBIA B3I Apyra. XOTs ero 3T0 BOBCE HEe CMYIIAio. 3a BCE B )KU3HHU HYKHO
IUIATUTh — 3TO OH MPEKPacHO ycBowI. [IpenecTrt 10HOW KHSIKHBI CTOMJIM TOro. B oTmyume ot apyra,
00peMeHEHHOTO 00s13aTeIbCTBAMM, OH OBUT CBOOOJIEH B CBOMX PEIICHUSX U KeJaHHUSIX.
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VYBUJEB crapinyio J04b, KHA3b OJABUJICS HAMUTKOM. [ JIOTOK anepuTHBa MOIIEN He B TO ropJlo,
KOTI'/1a B3IJISIJ PBIKETO XJIbIIIA HBIPHYJI B OTKPOBEHHOE JIEKOJIBTE €r0 Pa3yMHOM I0UypPKHU. 3aX0TeI0Ch
BBITALIMTh TOTO W3 3aJ1a 3a €ro pblKKE MaKJM, U IUIeBaTh, YTO OH — Opyr umneparopa. Ilbuias Bo3-
MYIIEHHEM, IPO3HBIN Maralla HeJI0BOJIBHO OCMATPUBAJI OCTPBIM B3IVISAAOM 3aJ1, KOIJa HATKHYJICS Ha
CBOMX Mulaammx gouepedt. OH B )KU3HM Obl HE MOBEPUII, €C/IM Obl eMy CKa3asd, 4To JIMHH, epBbIi
[[BETOK KHSIKECTBA, MOXKET BBIIISIACTh HeB3payHo. Ho Tak oHO 1 ObUIO, Belb OH J1ake e€ He 3amMeTH!
A cyzis 10 CTpaTernyeckoMy MecTy, KOTOpoe OHa 3aHsla ¢ XaHHOM Ha Iapy, OHU JIaBHO 3/1€Ch.

JleByIIKM, HAXMYPHUB CBOM XOPOIIEHbKHE JIOOMKH, TIEPEBOAMNIIM B3IJIsA]] C OJHOTO JIPAaKOHA Ha
apyroro. M cTonbKo pemmTeIbHOCTH ObLIO B UX I71a3aX, YTO KHs3b TYT ke ycrokowics. He Bugath
pbIKEMY Harjielly CIIOKOWHOM KU3HU. KTO-KTO, a 104uypKu yMeIoT JOBOAWUTh MYKUYUH 1O HEPBHOTO
TUKa. OHM Ha HEM BCIO )KM3Hb MAaCTEPCTBO OTTAYMBAJIH.

Hacrpoenue y KHA35 CTPEMUTENIBHO POCIIO, U, CJIOBHO BTOPS MY, C OTOJIKA MOCHIIAIMCH KPYTI-
HbIE XJIOMbs Oesoro cHera. OHM, KOHEYHO, OBUTH Marnyeckye, a HOTOMY MCUe3ali, CTOUJIO KOCHYThCS
0J1a UM YbEH-TO Tropsiued KOXKM, HO U OHM YCIIEBAJIM CPbIBaThb BOCXMIIEHHBIE B3JJOXU U JapUTh
pajgocTh.

I'naBa 6.

— OH 6pakoBanHblii! — menTana XanHa. — C MouM 3eibeM BCE B ropsiake !

— Ha, npekparu yxe muners! [lymars Memaenisb! — ckBo3b 3yObl BbIIOXHYIa JIMHH. 3arpas-
JeHHbIn B3rs OTThI, e cKa3ajl MHOTO, HO roueMy Torjia TéMHbIN reHepat Tak sipOCTHO MPOKUTaeT
CIIMHY pbbkero apyra? KapTuHa He CKJ1aJpIBajiach, U €€ 3T0 OECUI0 MPAKTUUECKU TaKkKe, KaK KalKue
OIpaBJaHUs MJIAJIIIEN CECTPHI.

— XBarut onpasipiBathes. Ceituac peub He 0 Tebe! U ecnm Xoderb MOMOYb, TO TIOMOTai!
A eciM xouelllb HbITh, TO CBAJM B TyMaH! — ¢ MWJIOW Y/IBIOOYKOW Ha rybax OHa pe3KO OTYMTasa
CECTPEHKY M MEJICHHO JIBUHYJIaCh HABCTPeUy K Maroyvke, 4To He CITyCKaJl ¢ HUX B3MJIsA.

— Tol rpyOusinka, Jluan! JapoMm, 4To KHSKHA... — OTPBHI3HYJIACh XaHHA, IOTOHSISI CECTPY, —
HE MOT'Y MO3BOJIUTh TeOe IeHCTBOBATh B OAMHOYKY. Thl MOXelb HaBpeauTh OTTammu!

— Kyna yx Gonbine, — mienHysia ta 1 HpIpHY/Ia B 00BATUS KHsI34, — nareHbka! $1 Tak paga teds
BUJIETD.

— JIuHH, XUTpast JTMCHYKA MOsI, YTO MPOMCXOAUT? — IIETHYI OH €l Ha YIIKO, KPErKO CKUMast
BEPTUXBOCTKY B POIUTEILCKUX OOBITHUSX.

— Twl ke 3Haemb, 4To s crea BCE BO O1aro ceMbr? — 3alpOKMHYB CBOIO TOJIOBKY, OHA MUJIO
YIBIOHYJIACh, 3aryIsAbpIBAs B 11432, TIOJIHBIE OSCIIOKOMCTRA.

My>K4rHa TSDKEJIO B3/I0XHYJI, BHOBb MOJTYA MPHKUMAs K ceOe XpynKyio purypky nouku. Orra-
nvst OblIa ero JTOOWMHUIIEH, OHA TaK HATIOMUHAJIA €MY ero JIIOMMYIO KeHY, K TOMY ke, Kak CTapiias
104Yb 0O0POTHS, 00Ia/1a1a CaMbIM CHJIBHBIM 3BepeM, HO JIMHH. .. JIMHH ObUIM NPUCYIIM TE ke Kaue-
CTBA, YTO M camoMy KHs310. OHa Obla XUTpa, U3BOPOTIIMBA M O3 3a3pEHUsI COBECTH BMEIINBAIACH
B Uy)XH€ XWM3HH, €C/IM CUUTANA, YTO Tak Jiydiie. OH ObUT yBEpeH, UTo AEBYIIIKA c/iesiaeT BCE, YTOObI
B CEMbE LapuJia UIWILIHA. .. TIo €€ MHeHMIo. Ho cienaer M 3To cyacTiMBBIMM JPYTrux ?

Ha BB160p y Hero Obuv 1011 ceKyHpl. C TSKETBIM CepIIIieM OH eIé pa3 B3MJISHYJI Ha TaK Pe3KO
MOB3POCJICBIINX JIouepelt U 00oApsIomie YabIOoHyCs JIMHH.

WuTpuru — yactp €€ HaTyphl, TaK IMyCTh YYUTCS U3BOPAUMBATHCS TIOJ] €r0 MPUCMOTPOM, a He
KOTJIa KU3Hb BHIIIBBIPHET €€ U3 OTYEro JoMa.

— Koneuno, nucuuka... S yBepeH, 4to Thl Oyaenib JEWCTBOBATh BO OJaro Hamieid CeMbH, —
TBEPIO CKa3aJl OH, BU[s, KaK pacBETaeT PEIIMMOCTBIO M TOPAOCTHIO JIMIIO JOYEPH, B TO BpeMs Kak
XaHHa MpayvHeeT.

— Toraa oTBeTh, MoYEMy APAKOHHI 37€Ch? — JIYKaBO cripocuia JIMHH.

— [Motomy 4TO TBOI Mama — MyJpPBIA MPABUTENIb U CMOT yepXkaTh OasaHc. Mbl He3aBUCUMBI
Y TIPY 9TOM B XOPOIIMX OTHOIICHUsIX ¢ umreparopoM. K Tomy ke s kak-1o Bunenacss ¢ OrHeHHbIM
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reHepajioM W MPUIJIACKUIT €0 K HaM Ha OXOTY... BOT OHU U 3arJISTHY/IA Ha OTOHEK, — TOP/IO BBITISATHII
OH rpyab. BOT TOJBKO CMEIIOK MIIAAIIEH JI0Yepy, YTO OHA TOMBITANIACh CKPBITh B KyJlauke, OBICTPO
CIIyJ1 €r0 HaCTPOM.

— Ilanenpka, Tel OTVIMYHBIN KH3b! Jlyumumii! Ho pa3 oHu K Ham MpoOCTO 3arjisiHy/ M, 3HAYUT,
OBbLTM HETIOMANIEKY . .. 3a4eM? — OMBIThIBANIACh JIMHH.

— V Hux ObUIM BaXXHBIE JEIA.

JleByIKa IpUKpBLIA I71a3a, 9TOOBI CKPBITH pa3ipakeHue U He (DLIPKHYTh, a TIOCJIEe TIAPhI CEKYH/T
BHOBb TTPOJIOJIKHIA:

— KoHeuHO, y Takux M3BECTHBIX TEHEPaJioB HE MOXET OBITh MPOCTHIX JeJ, HO BCE Ke... He
XOUEIIIb K€ Thl CKa3aTh, YTO OHU CKAKAJIM CIOJ]a TOJIbKO Pajid OXOTHI?

— Her, — onoOGputensHo Opoci Ha He€ B3I KHSI3b, — TOBOPAT, TEMHBIN reHepal MHOTO
BPEMEHHM MOCBSAIIAET U3YUYEHUIO MarueCKUX aHOMAJIUH.

— Toi Xouenib cKazarh, YTO OH MpUEXas CloJa U3yvarh Takylo? — He cAepKajia BOCTOpra XaHHa,
e€ r1a3a ropesy MpeaBKyIIeHUEM U CTPACThIo, U BCE 3TO ObLIO HarpasiieHo Ha Ppoyna, 4To Kak pa3
TaK HEOCTOPOXKHO HATPABUIICS K KHS3IO.

— Ho y Hac xe Bc€ criokoiiHO B okpyre? HukTo He menrascs, OyaTO YTO-TO CIIy4MIOCh. .. mu
BCE MOJTYAT, TIOTOMY UTO THI BeJleI? — UCIyraHHoO ImenHyna JIMHH, eii Obl CKPBITh UCIYT, HO OIBITA
ellé He XBaTaJo.

— Her. Bcé neiicTBUTENBHO TUXO, — MOCTIEIINT YCIIOKOUTD €€ KHS3b.

— Maruyeckue aHoMajIui MOKHO IIPOTHO3UPOBATh?

— Her. Tul uTO? — BKJIMHWIACH B JUAJIOr XaHHA. — TOT, KTO 3TO cAelaeT — reHui !

— 3HauuT, BCE-TaKM ObLIA. .. — TUXO IIeNHYJa cede moa Hoc JIMHH, BIUBASCH B3IJIAOM B MY K-
YHHY, YTO KaK pa3 JOCTHT HX.

— I'erepas, mo3BOJIbTE MPEACTABUTH MOMX JAOYEpEN, — MOCIIe TOro, Kak APaKkOH MOMPUBETCTBO-
BaJI X, KHSA3b MPEJCTABIII JEBYIICK, YTO KAJHO BIWINCh B MyXKUUHY IJ1a3aMU, — KHsKHA JIMHH 1
KHSDKHaA XaHHa.

— OueHb paj HalleMy 3HAKOMCTBY, — TIOOUEPEIHO TOIEJIOBaB MX PYYKH, OH HEPBHO OPOCHII
B3MJISAJ] HA JIPYyTa, Y4TO TMOYTH 3aKOHYMJI JIeJlaTh KPYT TO 3aJ1y U, HAKOHEIl, MMOBEN JEBYIIKY K OTILY.
OtTtanus 3BOHKO CMesIach IITyTKaM, Ha KOTOpble DIKIIUT Bceraa Obl1 MacTakoM. Vim ObLIO Becero, a
emMy — HeJIOBKO. KOHBIe KHSI)KHBI CMOTpPEJIM Ha HETO TAKUM Ka/IHBIM B3IJISIZIOM, CJIOBHO XKeJIaJld CaTh
ero Tejo TEMHBIM MaraM, KOTOPbIX OH CaMOJIMYHO UCTpeOu1. CIIOBHO CIIENMAIBHO ISl STOr0 OHU
OJTHOTO TIPUTIPATAIN B TIIyOOKHX MOJBAIAX CTAPUHHOTO 3aMKa.

— Bbl u3yuaere mMarnyeckue aHOMajuu? — MPSIMOJIMHEMHO CIIPOCHIIA OfIHA U3 HUX, KaXeTcs,
XanHa.

— Tak u ecTb.

— Bbl puObUTH K HaM, YTOOBI U3y4aTh UX? — CXBATUB JIQJIOHb CECTPHI, YTO COOMpAIach eIe
YTO-TO y HEro CIPOCUTh, CTapIliasi MPUHYAWIA e€ 3aMOoTJaTh U IepexBaTuia HUTh Oece/Ibl.

— Bepno. He nymait, 4To 10HBIM JIMCHIIAM MHTEPECHA TeMa aHOMaJIUi, OOBIYHO OHU OOXOMISAT
9TH 3€MJI CTOPOHOM.

— Y MeHs He 110 rojiaM pa3yMHbIe IeBOUYKH, — XMBIKHYJI KHSI3b, KJIaJIsI PYKY Ha 1890 APaKoHa. —
ITpoitném k cromy?

— Ho aHoManmmu HEBO3MOKHO MPOTHO3UPOBATh, — BHIOXHY/IA XaHHA.

— Pa3Be? — HacMenMBO BHITHYJT OpOBb reHepasl. — MHe BOT Bcer/ia Ka3ajaoch, 4TO HET HUYEro
HEBO3MOKHOTO. EC/I MBI 4ero-to He 3HaeM, 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO IMPOCTO €IIE€ He HALIIA PEeIIeHUs.

— A BBI yKe HAIlUTM aHOMAJIUIO, UJIM OHA TOJIbKO Oy/eT? — KHs3b MPEIOKII JIOKOTh JIMHH, B
TO BpeMsl Kak XaHHa yIIeNuIach 3a JJOKOTb JPaKOHA.

— MBI IOKa TOJIBKO TIOTIAJTU B METeJIb. .. — XMBIKHYJT @poyj, eme pa3 mpoderasch B3ISIIOM 10
crapuieid, Jluna. OnpenenéHHo, IeBuIa 0 YEM-TO pa3MBbIIILIAIA.

— W HuKakux nocieacTBuii?
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— Hukakux! — TBEpIO npekpartil €€ BONpOChl My KUYMHA.

Bort TONIBKO X010 ¥ ThMa Ha JJHE ero IJia3 CKa3aju eil OoJbllle, YeM TUIAaHUPOBAJI 3TO JeJIaTh
OH caM. Ha 4To KHsI)KHa JOBOJIBHO KMBHYJIA M TIOJTHOCTBIO MOCBSITHJIA CBOE BHIMAHKE OTILy, CIIOBHO
BOBCE 1103a0BIB O JPaKoOHE.

OH eImE HeMHOTO TMofIEpKaJl €€ B M0JIe CBOETO 3pEHUs U, He YBU/IEB OOJIbIIIe TPU3HAKOB JII000-
MIBITCTBA, HAMPABJIEHHBIX HAa HETO, YCIIOKOUJICSA, MBITasICh OCTATOK Beuepa M30aBUTHCS OT HA30MIIH-
BOTO BHUMAaHUsI MJIQJIIIEH KHSKHBI M 3apa3UTENIbHOTO cMeXa CBoero apyra u OTTaium.

My>xurHa cam OT ceOs1 He 0KMIaJ, HO ero 3ajeBano. [eByIlka siBHO IpU BCTpeUe OKa3biBaIa
eMy 3HaKM BHUMaHUs, a MOCIe TaK JIETKO MepeKJIIouniIach Ha Apyra. BepruxBoctka! A kak Ha Heé
CMOTPSIT APyTHE. .. KaJIHO, KAPKO, CJIOBHO BUJIAT B TEPBBIA pas.

Ortraus xe, coOpaB BCIO CBOIO BOJIO B KYJIAK, CTapaiach He CMOTpeTh Ha TEMHOro reHepana, a
OH, KaK Ha3JIo, CUJeJ Henofaieky. E€ jica mpekpacHo yJiaBIMBaia €ro 3amnax v Tepsiach B 9KCTase.
Kazasnocs, 3Bepb COMIET € yMa K KOHILY Beuepa, 1 TOJIbKO YeJIOBEYECKasl CYyITHOCTh, XBaTalolasics 3a
pasyM U ropocTh, HE J1aBajla TOMY CIIyUUTbCA.

OnHa rpoMKo cMmesijiach Hajl IIyTKaMH, B KOTOpBIE JIake He BCIyIIMBAJach, KMBajla U BECEN-
Jach, KaK HUKoOrAa npesxkne. [laxke Bo BpeMeHa CBOEro MmepBoro Oajga oHa He Mo3Bosiia cede ObITh
TaKOW OTYASTHHO T'POMKOM.

JleByIiIKa MOCTOSIHHO JIOBMJIA Ha ce0e BOCXUINEHHBIE B3IISIIBI, a PhKUI TeHepal U BOBCE He
OTBOJWJI IJIa3, YTO HepBUPOBAJIO e€ emié Oosbine. [locie OruionmHOCTA B CBOM MEPBHIA TOJI OHA HE
MO3BOJIsIIa ceOe OBITh IIEHTPOM BHUMAHUSI, OCTABJISIS 9TU MPUBUJIETUN CECTPaM, OCOOEHHO — JIMHH.
Ho ceronus kpacaBuiia Obljia MOTYAIMBA ¥ COOpaHa, HA/IeB TIPU STOM CaMOe CKPOMHOE U HEB3pauHOe
riatbe. CIIOBHO OHM TIOMEHSLIHCh MecTaMu. Ha 3Toil MbICTI OHa HEPBHO XMXUKHYJIA, BCTPETUBIIKCH
C yaMBIE€HHBIM B3r1siioM Kaucel u e€ xeHnxa. OHM ObUTM Tak MOIJIOIIEHBI YT JIPyroM, 4TO He
3aMevasii HUKOTo BOKPYT. B cBOI0 ovepenb MpHUCYTCTBYIOIINE CTApaICh HA HUX HE IJ1a3eTh, 3Has,
YTO B MIEPBOE BPeMs, KOT/Ia TOJIBKO BCTPEYaeTCsl ICTMHHAS TTapa, BCe YyBCTBA U JKEJIaHUs 000CTPEHBbI.
W BOT Teneph, BHIHBIPHYB M3 CBOETO CIIAIKOTO 3a0bIThsl, OHU MOPAKEHHO TIISAIEM HA CBEPKAIOIILYIO
B 310T Beuep OTTy.

— IIpexpacHo BTSN, cecTpuiia! MHe ke MOo3BOJIEeHO Tak K Tebe 00pammarbcsi? — MUpoKO
yneIOHyscst Payn, Mitaaimmil KHSDKUY PhDKUX JIAC.

— KoneuHo, Tel MHE mouTH OpaT, KOTOPOrO Yy MEHsI HUKOrJa He ObLIO, — MSTKO YJIBIOHYJIACh
Otrasnus.

— Momoch 6oram, 4TOOBl KHSTHHS pa3pOIIIach CHIHOM, — MapeHb MOHUMAIOIIE CKaJl JIaJ0Hb
CBOEH HApe4YEHHOW, OCO3HaBasl, KAK BAXHO i1 YEPHOOYPOK, UYTOOBl y HUX TOSIBIJICS 3aKOHHBIN
HaCJIEJHUK.

KHsxkecTBO phUKMX JUC OBUIO KPYIHBIM, pa3 B MSTh Oofbie Y€pHO-Oyphix. la u ero oriyy
TMIOBE3JI0, Y Hero ObLIO MATh CHIHOBEW. Payn ObuT 4eTBEPTHIM. 3Hasi, UTO €My He BUATh KOPOHBI, OH
niojiasicst paboTarh B IOCOJILCTBAX, BRIOMBAs ce0e JIyUIyIo KU3Hb. JINC paccUnThIBaT HECKOIBKO JIET
MIOYYHThCS 371ECh, A TOCIIE HATTPABUTHLCS K ApakoHam. Ho y cynbObl CBOM TUIaHBI, BEIb €r0 MOAKUAANA
WCTUHHAs Mapa. 3a4eM eMy Ternepb JIPakoHbI?

— Tol ceronus cusenb, — mennyna Kauca. — Ecte noBon?

— Her, uto TH1?! — HEpBHO NepeaEpHYJIa IJIEYOM JEBYILKA, HE Kejasi AETUThCS TeM, UTO XaHHa
et BHOBb nofcobma. — I1pocto mMbl ¢ JIMHH HEMHOTO TIOCTIOPUJIM, TIpaBja Belb? DTo Obuia e€ uaes
— TaK OJIEThCSl, MYCTh U TIOMOTAET.

— Koneuno! — cpa3zy nonxsatuia ta. — §I 66l Mo OOPOIl BOJIe Tak HEB3payHO He ofesach! —
1apOCHO YCMEXHYJI1ach AeBYyIKa. — Mbl nociie 3aBTpaka cuenuanchk ¢ OTTanuen, CioBo 3a CJIOBO, BOT
Y TIOMEHSUIUCh, TaK CKa3aTh, 00pa30M Ha Bevep. ..

— U 410 %e BB XOTeNIN BBISICHUTH? — TIOMIOOOIBITCTBOBAJT Pay/.

— Yto0 1 He TpeGOBAJIOCh I0KA3bIBaTh: MYKUMHbI TIAJJKH HA. ..

— JIunn! — pe3ko oOopBa e€ orerl.
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Jlucuna ycmexHysach, Moxas IUle4aMH, U U3ALIHO HAKOJIOJNA KYCOUYEK BapEHOro s3blKa Ha
BUJIKY, He 3a0bIB MaKHYTh €ro B coyc. OHa ¢ IpUpOKIEHHON Tpaleil U3SIIHO OpyaoBaia cepedpsi-
HBIMH ITPUOOPAMHU, 3aBOpaKUBast B3IIAAbI. OCOOEHHO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia, ITOJIOKHB KYCOUYEK B POT,
OHA MUMOJIETHO CJIM3HYJIA OCTPBIM SI3bIYKOM KarlTH COYyCa C BJIaXHBIX TYO.

Pa3bsapEHHBIN BO3MIIAaC OTLA NEPEKPbUT TUXUI TPOKATUBLIMICS B3/I0X.

XOTb yXKUHBI B JINCbEM KHSI)KECTBE OOJIbIIIe OBUTH TIOXO0KH HA CEMEMHBIE, HO BCE jKe paMKH ObLITH
y BCETO.

JIpakoHsI ¢ MOOOIMBITCTBOM CMOTpeNH Ha cecTép. OcOOSHHO DIKUILI, OH TO U JIEJIO TIEPEBOANT
B3IJISI/L, TEPSISICh B MIPEANIOUYTECHUSIX.

keksk

— Hy 1 3auem ThI maneHbKy 10 IPUCTYIa JOBOAMIIA? — TOpa3/o Mo3xke MonHTepecoBatach OTTa,
KOTJja, IepEeoEeBIINCh B CBOM JTIOOMMBII YIOTHBIN XaJlaT, OHa HABECTUJIA CECTPY B €€ CrajbHe.

— IlpoBepsiyia TEOpHUIO. .. — PAJOCTHO OCKAIMJIACH Pa3BAJIMBINASCS HA KPOBATH CIOBHO 3Be3/1a
JIunH.

VnaB ¢ Hell psIoM, CecTpa YMHHO CJIOKIJIA PYKU HA TPYIU U THXO HIECMHYJIA:

— 51 — He ero mapa. .. s1 ommoIaCh, — HE KeJsask BUAETh )KaJIOCTh B [71a3aX CECTPbI, OHA CMOTpea
Ha TMOTOJIOK, YTO M0 €€ BEeJICHUIO ObUT PACIIUCAH CO3BE3/IUSMHU.

JleByIIka He 3aMeTnIIa, Kak COJIEHbIE TOPOKKM TPOJIEINU 1O e€ IIeKaMm, Jica BHYTPH BbLIa, U
ei1 XOTeI0Ch BMECTE C HEW.

— I'mynbinka, — nmo-goopomy mienHysia JIMHH, OHa HEXKHO CTHpajia CBOMMH JJTMHHBIMHU T1aJTb-
1IaMU CJIE3bI, — MPEKIECBPEMEHHO JieJIaelilb BhIBO/IbI!

— Tel He crbllana, Kak OH OT3bIBAETCA 00 MCTHHHOW... €CJIM Obl 3TO ObLIa 5, TO OH OBl yXke
YBOJIOK MEHSI B CBOM 3aMOK.

— Emé yramut... Mbl emy packpoeM ra3a! — pemmresbHO oOpbiBasia e€ coMHeHus JIMHH.

— VctunHas — nap, a He IPUHYXJIEHUE. .. €CM CyAbOa HAaC He CBs3aIA. . .

— UYyms! Cynp0a, cyapa... He Oyap aypoit! OHa M Tak Aaja BaM IIaHC, €CJIU BbI CJIETIB, TO 9TO
Baia npoonema! $1 cuuraio, Bbl — icTuHHbIe!  BUena, Kak OH Ha TeOsI CMOTPUT, KOTJa JIpyrue He
BUJAT. .. Ja U MO IPOBEPEHHBII TPIOK HA HETO HE MOAEHUCTBOBAIL.

— Tprok?.. Tel Xo4elb cka3aTh, YTO CHELUAIBHO. . .

— Koneuno! 310poBbe narneHbku MHE JOPOro, YTOObl IOHANIPACHY UM PUCKOBaTh. Thl BUENA,
KaK OH IMOKpacHes, OeTHeHbKU ?

— OH Tebe 310 emié goaro OyaeT MPUIIOMUHATH !

— Her. Eciu pyras Gonee ckangasibHasi HOBOCTb TMEPEObET MOE TMOBECHHE.

—Ilouemy Torga oH He MPU3HAET MeHs? — MOBEPHYBIINCH Ha OOK U MOAJIOKUB PYKY IO TOJIOBY,
MOMHTEPECOBATIACH OHA Y CECTPHI.

— MHe kaxercsi, oH Tebst He uyeT... [{pakoH mproObLI CIofia, UCCIIeysl MarndecKylo aHOMAJHIO,
KTO €ro 3HaeT, Kak OHa Ha HUX JICUCTBYET. ..

— O, 6oru! — ¢ yxxacom BbiioxHyna OTTa. — BeHBIi. . .

— PagoBarbcst Hazlo, YTO OHM HE TPEBPATMIIMCH B JKMBBIX MEPTBELIOB, HO HE CYTh... HaM Obl
MOHSATH, YTO TaM CITyYHJIOCh.

— Mosxert, mpocTo CIIpOCUTH?

— OHM HH 32 YTO HE MPU3HAIOT CBOEH CI1a00CTH. . .

— JIpakoHsl. .. — MOHUMaIOIIe MpoTsaHyaa OTTanusl.

— My:k4nHbl! — HEAOBOJIBHO NOMpaBUIa e€ JIMHH.

I'naBa 7.
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Konu Owim KombITamu, BbiCEKast UCKPbl U3 OYJIBDKHUKOB, YTO YCTWJIAIM TApaaHbI JIBOP.
Cobaxu asiy, a JIOBUUH, TOIUNA W3BOPOTIIMBBIN TUI B KPACHOM Kam30Jie, OTIaBaJI MOC/IeIHUE pac-
MOPSIKEHUS.

Cymaroxa, 4yTo TBOpWJIach BO JIBOpE 3aMKa, Iepe/iaBaiach )KMBOTHBIM, BE[b IOAIOTOBKA K
oxote Obuta B pasrape. OHM BCTPSXMBAIM TOJIOBAMH, PXKaIU U (PBIPKAIIH, Kelask CKopee CopBaThCs
C MecTa, HeCsICh 10 CHEXHBIM TOJISIM MPOYb OT TECHBIX KAMEHHBIX CTeH. 3aMOK 3aHMMal yI0OHOe
MECTOTOJIOKEHUE: C OJHOM CTOPOHBI OH OBUT OKPYXEH TOPOJOM, 3aTO C JIPYroil K HEMy TeCHO IpH-
KUMAJICS TYCTOM Jiec.

OTtaymsl Tak ke HETEepIeMBO MPUTONTHIBAIA, MEPUOIUYECKU TOMIaKUBasi OEIOCHEKHYIO
rpuBy cBoeid ['po3bl, 3arieTéHHYI0 KOcaMu, ycrokanBasi U e€, u ceOs. Jlomaaka Opuia MOCTyIIHA 1
YMHA, HO U OHA ’KeJlajla pa3MsThCS.

[penBkyieHne XOpoIlel CKauKi U JOOPOTHOM MOTOHM 32 JUYBI0 TOPSTYMIN KPOoBb. [ pomMKue
CMEIIIKH ¥ YJIONIOKaHbe HATIOMHUIM BOp. K TOMy ke My:KUMHBI TIO3BOIMIM cebe HEKyI0 cBOOOY,
3Has, YTO KCHIIMH B 3TOT pa3 npaktudyecku He Oynet. Toimpko OtTa M e€ cecrpa Kauca pervmm
npucoequHUTbCs. OTTams, Kak 00J1aaTebHUALIA CHIIBHOTO 3Bepsi, JTI0OMIa, KOTjla BEeTep UrpaeT B
BOJIOCAX, M a3apT 3aCTHJIAET I71a3a, a CECTpa Ke ClieJoBala 32 CBOUM U30PaHHUKOM.

Dto Obla enié oiHa CTOpPOHA UCTUHHOM cBs3u. OHa, KaK HaBakJAEeHWE, TOJKala Ha OJIM30CTh
¢ mapTHEPOM. JIeByIlIKa He MOIJIa UM HA/IBIIIATLCS, €l HY’KHO ObUIO BUJIETDH €ro, MPUKACAThCs, YyB-
CTBOBaTh Ha cebe ero B3IsA. .. To ke, uTo ycusaeHHo aaBuia B cede Otra. [1pu BcTpeye ¢ MICTUHHBIM
BITIOOIEHHBIE BBINIAJATIM U3 PeabHOCTH. M TONBKO TOrJa, Koraa CBsi3b JOCTATOYHO OKPEMHET, OHU
MOT'YT BEPHYTbCSI K OOBIYHOM XKU3HU, U TO C BEYHOU OIVISIIKOW Ha NIPeIHAYEePTAHHOTO.

— OH TaKko¥W KpacHBBIN... — BOCXUIIEHHO BbIOXHYIa Karca, misiis Ha Tpymiy MyK4uH, Tie
3atecaiicsi €€ n30paHHUK. KHA3b OMOOpUTENIBHO CMOTpEN Ha IOHOIIY, J1a Jake APAKOHbI, XOTh U C
JIETKUM TIPEBOCXO/ICTBOM, HO BCE K€ MIPUHUMAJIM €r0 B CBOM KPYT, MPUCITYLIUBASCH K €r0 Mpeio-
KEHUSIM.

— Ha... — BeigoxHysna OTTayus, IPUCIOHMB TOJIOBY K IlIee CBOEH JIOIIAAW U BIUTHIBast 00pa3
COBEpLIEHHO JAPYyroro Myk4uHbl. bojiee MpauHOro, XMIIIHOTO, HO 10 IPOXKHU B PyKax >KeJIAaHHOTO €I0.

OH BbIAEISUICS U3 TOJMIIB, TIPUTITUBAS CBOEW CTAaThlO, CEPhE3HBIM 3alyMUYHMBBIM B3IJISIIOM U
TEMHOW XMILHOM aypoil, 4TO Jepkaja APYIUX Ha paccTossHuM. Kaxaplil ABYJMKUI B 9TOM 3aMKe
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO Yy 3TOr0 MYXUYHMHBI — CAaMblii CUJIbHBIA 3BEpb, ITO JABUJIO, MPUKAMAIIO K 3eMJe,
3aCTaBJiss MOMYMHUTLCS. W 9TO OH emé He B ICTMHHOM OOJTHKe. A BOT iuca OTTajauu OT 3TOro ropaao
CXO/IMJIa C yMma eIié OOoJIbIle; CaMblid CHITbHBIN caMel] — e€! OH mpocTo 00 3TOM He 3HaeT, HO OHA €ro
00s13aTEJILHO MTPOCBETHT !

— Kakue uynnble y Hac OyayT JmcsTa... — MeuTaTelbHO B3MoxHy/a Kawca, a cectpa npeacra-
BWJIA, KaK B HEOO B3BMBAETCS MAJICHBKUH NpakoHYMK. Kak OH CBOMMHM HEOKpPENIIUMH KPBUIbSIMU
YIpsAMO MallleT W30 BCEX CHJI, MBITasACh OCEAJIaTh BO3IYLIHbIA MOTOK, COBEpIIAs CaMblil IEPBbII B
cBoel ku3HM NOoNET. OTTaMs C 3aMEPIINM B WICITyTe CEepAIleM CTOUT Ha OaJKOHE BBICOKOU OalrHu
U He CITyCKaeT ¢ Hero Ia3. Berep pa3zBeBaeT e€ AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH U PBET 100Ky, Xkeas yKa3aTh Ha
e€ MecTo, HO KperKkHe MYKCKHEe PyKH 3a00TJIMBO OOHMUMAIOT €€ 3a XPYIKHUe MUY U MPHKUMAIOT K
TBEPION TPy, TIIe CHIIBHO M YBEPEHHO ObETCs ceptie. TBEpapie ryObl KacaloTcsi €€ BUCKa, O0KHTast
rOpsTYMM JIBIXaHHEM U MOMEHTaJIbHO ycriokamBasi. Cepaiie ObETCS POBHO, CTUXUS TaKKe TOKOPHO
OTCTYIMaeT, HEXHO TMOIMAXUBAasi €€ BOJIOCH], B TO BpeMsI KaK OH JieflaeT Imar ¢ OajiKoHa... 1 MOMeH-
TaJIbHO 00OPAYMBAETCS] OTPOMHBIM 3BEPEM C IUMACTON MOpIoi. [1apoil MOIITHBIX B3MaXOB KPbUIbEB
JOTOHSIET IPAKOHUYMKA, aKKYpaTHO JIETs TI033/11 HEro U MOAJEP/KUBAsi CBOUM HOCOM. . .

9710 BUjieHHE ObLIO TaKMM CUACTIMBBIM, TAKMM peajibHBIM... BOJHAa HEXHOCTH OXBaTHJIa
JEBYIIKY, a B TPYH 32KEICsl OTOHEK, KOTOPBIN HE CMOKET MOTYIUUTh HU OffHa HeB3roaa. OHa crienaer
BCE, UTOOBI TO cTasIo e€ Oymyrmm!

— Orra... OtTa! — B3BOJTHOBaHHBIN KpUK Kaucel, HAKOHEII, BHIPBAJI JIEBYIIIKY U3 TPE3.
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I'my6oKo 3aaymMaBIIMCh, OHA HE 3aMETHJIa, KaK MPO3BYYasl CUTHAJ K Ha4ajly OXOTbI, KaK BCaJl-
HUKHU COPBAJIUCH CO JABOPA, KaK JJake TUXas U HETOPOIUIMBAS CECTPEHKA BCKOYMJIA HA CBOIO JIOIIA/Ib
Y U130 BCEX CUJI MbITAACh JOKPUYATHCA 10 HEE.

—IIpoctu! — BUHOBATO YABIOHY/IACH OHA, C JIETKUM U3SIIECTBOM BCKaKMBas B ce/io. B ormyne
OT MaroB, OOOPOTHU HE OIPAaHWYMBAJIM XKEHIVH B CelJie U B ofexke. B mpuHIune, oH Mpeanoyn-
TaJI OXOTUTHCSI B UICTUHHOM OOJINYbE, HO M TAKYIO OXOTY MTPUBETCTBOBAJIH.

— Hagaii, ['po3a, nokaxu, 4T0 Thl MOXKElIb, — CKJIOHMBILIKUCH K YXY CBOEH JIOIIA/H, IIEMHYIa
OHa, a MOCJIe 3aJIMJIACh PAJOCTHBIM CMEXOM, Be/Ib KOObLIA, CJIOBHO TIOHSIB CJIOBA XO3SIHKH, COpPBAJIach
C MeCTa B raJjoil.

Mopo3Hblii BeTep CBUCTeN B yIlIaX, KaMoIIoH, OOOMTHI MEXOBOH OIMYIIKOW, MTHOBEHHO CJie-
TeJ, OOHaXast TOJICTYIO TEMHYIO KOCY, HO JIeBYIIIKA TOJIBKO TeCHee NMPYKMUMAsIach K JIOIIQAW U THaja
e€ Bciel] OXOTHUKaM. Bckope oHa oborHasia mocieaHero, 3ateM emié 1 eme. C rpOMKUM 3aJJ0pHBIM
CMEXOM OHa 00OIIIJIa CKauyIIMX BIEepear MYKUKH, CIIBIIA IMO3a11 BO3MYIIIEHHS MarleHbKH.

Ho oGepnynach oHa yepe3 miedyo He paau Hero. [leByika BIuiach B3MISIIOM B YEpHBIE 171a3a,
YTO TaKXke ObUIM OOBATHI a3apTOM CKauKH, Opocasi eMy BbI30B. TpeOysi, 4TOObl OH TIOCMEI MTPUHSTh
e€ BBI30B, TIOCMEJ JIOTHATh €€, YTOObI MYXKUMHA TIOCMENT IIOOS/IUT. . .

A3zaprt, yTo OypiuiI B KPOBH, TOJKAJT HA HEOOJyMaHHBIE MOCTYNKH, oTToro ®poyn cuiibHee
MIPUIITIOPUIT CBOETO THEJOro KoHs. Ero 3Beph HE MOT MO3BOJIMTH, YTOOBI KTO-TO APYrou ObLT mode-
autesneM. JlpakoH He MOT OCTaBUTh OpOIIIEHHBIN BBI30B O€3 OTBETA.

Ho nomagka OTTeI ObLTa €1 MOJ CTaTh, XMTpPast v MO-JIMChU M3BOPOT/IMBAsI, OHA HE JJaBajia KOHIO
apakoHa cebst 000rHATh U TOJIKO B MOCIIETHUIA MOMEHT, KOT/1a OHM BOPBATUCH TIO]] CEHU Jieca, TI03BO-
JUJIa eMy NMpUOTU3UTHCS U Jake TIOPaBHATHCS. PaJoCTHBIN CMeX JIeBYIIIKA pa3/einia cO BTOPSIIIM
el MyXcKuM. [lepersiHyBIICh, OHU paciiviii OyIopakalrie MUHYTH CKAaYKH BMECTe.

Jluca BHYTpH BCcTana Ha JbIOBI, TpeOysl HEMEAJIEHHO BHITYCTUTh €€ JIsl TOro, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa
MOKPAcOBAThCs, YTOOBI JPAKOH OLEHWI e€ YEPHO-Oyphlii MeX M HaBBIKM OXOTHI. JleByIlke moTpe-
OoBaJicsl BeCh €€ CAMOKOHTPOJIb, YTOOBI YAepKaTh HEYTOMOHHOTO 3Bepsi, TOTOMY OHA MpHepKasa
I'po3y, mponyckas 0XoTy BHOEpEN.

®poyn ke OTUasTHHO XOTeN MPOJOJIKUTH IMyTh, YTOOBI OBITH NIEPBBIM, HO Pa3J0CaJOBAHHBIN
B3[JIsA]] IEBYIIIKHU €70 OCTAaHOBUIL.

— Bc€ B nopsiike? — 0Opeu€HHO TTOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH.

— Jla, TaBHO TaKOTro He ObLIO. .. 3Bepb PBETCS HAPYKY.

— Azapt, — moHMMAaIOITIe KOHCTATUPOBAJT OH, — TAKOE YacTO ObIBAET Y MOJIONHSKA, KOT/Ia SMOIIUN
OepyT KOHTPOJIb.

— A CKOJIBKO BaM JieT? — cpa3y HaBOCTpWJIa YIIKM JEBYIIKA, HO, BU/ISl, KaK 033/1a4€HHO HaXMYy-
puJICs MyK4MHa, Ipoosukmia: — Eciu xotuTe, MokeTe He OTBevarh. . .

— MHe cTO nATHAECAT CEMB.

— Hapo xe... — menxymna oHa.

— Hlymaere, cTapyk? — OTCTpaHEHHO MTOMHTEPECOBAICS MY KUMHA; HA YAUBJICHUE, €TO 3a/IeJI0,
YTO I0HAs1 IEBUOHKA MOPIIUT HOCUK MPU YIIOMUHAHUM €TI0 BO3pacTa.

— Her, Huckosnbko. .. Ckopee — My>K4rHa B CAMOM PACLIBETE CHJI, XOTsI 110 BaM U HE CKaKelllb, —
XUTPO OJIECHYJIa OHAa CBOMMH I71a3aMH, — BBl CMOTPUTECh OUeHb MOJIOZIO, OyATO OBl M He cTapie Payna.
Ho Gynem 4ecTHBI, JpaKOHBI KHMBYT rOpa3ao JAOJbIIE MPOCTBIX 000poTHeH. Tak 4To, 1Mo CyTH, MBI
MOYTH POBECHUKM.

—ITo cyTH... — XMBIKHYJI OH, OLICHUBAsl €€ U3BOPOTIMBOCTb.

— A eciu y IpakoHa napa He IpakKOHMIIA, TO YTO ke MOTy4aeTcs. .. OHa YMPET ropasio paHble,
YeM OH? — CEBIIMM I'0JIOCOM JIEBYIIKA MOJUBUIIACH HECITPABEAJIUBOCTH.

— Her. Otranus, Bb AeHCTBUTENHHO He 3HaeTe? — HACMEIIUTMBO BBITHYJI OH OPOBb, B TO BpeMsI
KaK OHa C y’KacoM OCO3HaBaJja, YTO HE CHJIBHO BJlaBajlach B U3y4YeHHUE pakoHOB. KoHeuHo, el Bio-
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KNJIn O6I_HI/IG SHAHUA KYJIBTYPhI U IIOJIMTUKH, HO B OCHOBHOM /JICBYIIIKA NU3y4YaJjia JINCUI YKJIad v )KU3Hb
Maros.

— Her...

— A Kak xe o0psiz equHeHus1?

— A 4ro ¢ HUM? DT0 TOOPOBOJIBHBIN PUTYAJI, i HE KaXIbIli 00OPOTEHb COTJIACUTCS Pa3JeIUTh
CBOIO KU3Hb.

— O6OpOTEHb — HET, a JAPAKOH — J1a! — KECTKO OTpe3al MyKUMHA, €ro KeJIBaK! HEeJOBOILHO
CKOJIb3HYJIM Ha CKYJlax, TOBOPSI O TOM, KaK OH K 9TOMY OTHOCUTCS.

JleBylika yooBJETBOPEHHO 3aMomyaia. MbIC/Ib O pa3HUIE KU3HEHHOIO LIMKJA €€ OropyuJia,
yero Tauth? [ToaToMy, OHSIB, YTO OHU Pa3AesIsAT KU3Hb, OHA ycrokouaack. K ToMmy %ke, 3To My KunHe
MPUIETCA MOJENUTHCA TOAKAMHU. Y HEro UX elI€ MHOTO B 3arace.

— Bam He nmoHpaBumiach MOs paIMKaJIbHOCTh B BOMPOCe? — Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT CIIOKOMHOMN
MOE€3/IKH1 TOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH Y MOJIYABILEH JEBYIIKH.

—Yto? Her! D10 uynecno! Tem Gornee, MHe, Kak CyIIECTBY, 0OJEIEHHOMY JOJITOJIETUEM, TPEX
KaJIOBATbCA Ha Bally IICAPOCTD. .. ! INOHUMAIO, YTO B pUTYyAJIC CIMHCHUA BaM HpI/IILéTCH pas3aciinTb
CBOIO CUJTY Y OTBEJIEHHBIE TOJIbI.

— Jla, HO ymMepeTb IpUIETC BMECTE. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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