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IIpoJior

YenoBek, camoe KOBapHOE, JUKMBOE 1 KECTOKOE CYIecTBO Ha 3emiie. OH yOuBaeT cede momoo-
HBIX M30ILPEHHO, 6€3)KaJIOCTHO ¥ IMHUYHO. [IpakTHUecku Beeraa 4eaoBek JejIaeT 9TO U3 KOPHICTHBIX
1o0yX JEeHUi1, UHOT/Ia TPOCTO U3 CIIOPTUBHOIO MHTEpeca, HO caMoe INIaBHOE, OH HUKOI[A HE 3a{yMbl-
BAeTCs, O TOM, UYTO OKUAAET €ro caMoro, Korjaa opyxue Bo3mesaus, HeMHUHYEMO OIYCTUTCS Ha €ro
rojioBy. B :xu3HM 000ro yesnoBeka, HeM30€KHO HACTYNAET MOMEHT, KOIJja eMy MPUXOJUTCS OTBe-
YyaTh 3a CBOM Je/a U MOoCTyNKU. KTo ¢ yBepeHHOCThIO MOXET CKa3aTbh, YTO OH K 3ToMy rotoB? I e,
Ta IpaHb, KOTOpas MpeBpallaeT Hac, U3 najava, B xkepTBy? OTKyaa HauUMHAETCs YepTa, epecTynuB
KOTOPYIO OJHAX[bl, Mbl HaBCEI/la CTAHOBUMCS APYTUMM JIOJbMH, TEMH, KOTOpbIE MIYT IO KU3HMU,
He 000pauMBasich HA TPUHIMIBI YEJIOBEYECKO MOpaid B CBOEM JKeJJaHMM To3HaTh ucTuHy? Krto
OylleT ¢ HaMH B MOCJIEAHUI IeHb, OTBEAEHHBIN HaM Ha 3emuie? CKOJIbKO BOIPOCOB. M HUKaKuX OTBe-
TOB. Bce nmoromy, 4To rnpasaa HaXOAUTCS BHYTPU HAc. Y KakJI0ro CBOM OTBET U CBOH ITYTh.

ITa UCTOPUS HE TOJIBKO O HEOOBIKHOBEHHOH cobake. DTa MCTOPHs O JIOOBU U MPEJaHHOCTH.
Ata ucropus o Hac ¢ Bamu.

Her Takoro 4enoBeka Ha 3eMHOM IIape, y KOTOporo Obl He ObLI0 cBoero AHrena XpaHHUTedIs.
YetoBeK KUBET U [yMaeT, YTO OH caM TBOPEL M BEPIIMTENb CBOeH CyapObl. OH MPOCHITAeTCs] Kak/10e
yTpo. CTPOUT IJ1aHbl, IPUHUMAET AYIL, YACTUT 3yObl, BBIIMBAET YAILKy apOMaTHOro Kode U, ofieB-
IIACh COOTBETCTBEHHO CBOEMY HACTPOEHMIO, CIIELIUT M0 HEOTIOKHBIM U BaKHbIM, KaK eMy KaKeTcs,
aenam. B pyrom KoHLe ropopa, He3HaKOMBI €My 4YesIOBEK JieJlaeT TO ke CaMoe, MPAaKTUYECKH,
B TaKoH ke mocnienoBarebHoCcTH. OH IeNyeT CIIAIIYIOo TOOMMYIO XKEeHIIMHY, 3aXJIONBIBAET BXOIHYIO
JBEpb U, OfieBasich Ha Oery, CIelMT K CBOeMY aBTOMOOWIO. M BOT yxke KJII04 BCTaBJIeH B 3aMOK
32)KUTaHus, TPUCTETHYT peMeHb OE30MacHOCTH, M C 3TOTO0 MIHOBEHMSI, STUX HUYEM He CBSI3aHHBIX
MEKIy COOO JIIofield, BEKTOP CYbObl HEYMOJIMMO, CIIOBHO MarHUT, MPUTATMBAET OJHOTO K JIPyroMy.
OHu ABUTaAIOTCS HABCTPEUy APYT K APYTY, a JO POKOBOIO MOMEHTa OCTaeTCsl BCE MEHbIIIE U MEHbIIIE
BpeMeHH. 1 BOT yxke OH, 3TOT Cy/IbOOHOCHBIH NEPEK PECTOK, MO CTPAHHOMY CTEYEHHIO OOCTOSITEIBCTB
He BKJTIOUMBILUICSA CBETO(OP, U TPOUCXOAUT TO, UTO €Il P POKIEHUH PACIIMCAHO KaXJOMY Yeso-
BeKy. BekTop cynpObl OCTaHaBIMBAaeT KU3Hb OFIHOTO M HABCErJa JIoMaeT Ku3Hb Jpyroro. Ecimu Ob1
MOXHO OBLJTO, KaK KMHOIUIEHKY OTMOTAaTh BpeMsl Ha3a 1l M, U3MEHUB BEKTOP CYJbObI, 3a]1aTh eMy [Ipy-
roe HarpaBJIeHHe, CUTyalldsl IpefcTaia Obl B IPYrOM BUjE, a 3TH JIIOAW HUKOIZA Obl HE BCTPETH-
JIUCh. 3aJepKUCh HA MUHYTKY BO3JIe JIM(PTA, BBIIEH C )KEHOW YallKy YTPEHHEro Koe UM 3aCKOUYM
B Mara3uH 3a IMaykoy curapeT. Bekrop crayi apyrum, U Ux JOporu pacxoisarcs. TpaeKTopus nMe-
HEHa, UX cybp0a yKe COBEpIIeHHO Hast. HoBble COOBITHS K IYT STHX JIIOfIeH Briepeu, KaXI0MYy yro-
TOBaH JPYroil myTh ¥ MHOM (prHasI. MBI YacTo AymMaeM, YTo MbI X03si€Ba CBOEH CyIbObI, HO, YBbI, BCE
COOBITHS B Halllel )KU3HHU, TIPEAOTIPE/ICNICHb B MOMEHT Haiero poxaenus. Crapyxa cyap0a OTKpbI-
BaeT KHUTY )KU3HU C YUCTOTO JIMCTA M HAYMHAET HOBYIO CTPAaHMLly. B 3TOT MOMEHT U nosBisiercs
TOT, KTO COIIPOBOXAAET HAC BCIO %U3Hb. He3prmMas pyka HampasiisieT WM OCTaHABJIMBAET Hac. DTO
MMEHHO OH, AHren XpaHUTelNb, CIYCTHUBIIUIACS ¢ HeOeC WM BOCCTABIIMK M3 afa. ITO UMEHHO OH
CTOMT Yy Hac 3a CIIMHOM U MOJICKa3bIBAET, 10 KaKOM JOpore Ham MATH. DTO OH 3aKphIBaeT Iuiaroaym
y Hac repeJi caMbIM HOCOM, ¥ MBI OMa3/IbIBAEM Ha CaMylo BaXXHYIO BCTpEUy B XKU3HU. DTO OH HE JaeT
HaM [IPOCHYThCS, M Mbl HE IToMajaéM Ha O0pT POKOBOI'0 camoieTa. Y KaxJJoro U3 Hac eCTh CBOW AHre
Xpanurenb. OH KUBET B HalleM cepue. Mbl He y3HAaéM ero, Ha3biBask BHyTPEHHUM TOJIOCOM WJIH
uHTyuuen. Ho ecitn Mbl BCE ellie KMBeM, ABIIINM, JIIOOUM, IeHCTBYeM, 3HaUUT, AHIeJ 3[1e€Ch, C HAMM.
3HauMT, Mbl HAYYHUJIUCh CIIyILIATh CBOE CEp/ALE, HET, HE Pa3yM, 2 UMEHHO CEep/Le, 3HAUUT, Mbl HAyUYH-
JIUCh y3HABATh TallHBIE 3HAKH, IPEIOCTEPEREHNM S, KOTOPbIE HaM IOChUIAeT Halll AHres1 XpaHUTeb.

B camble clioxHbIE M KPUTUYECKHME MOMEHTHI HAllleW JKU3HM, KOTJa KaXeTCsl, YTO BCE BUCUT
Ha BOJIOCKE U CIIaCEHMs HET, OH MOXKET BOIUIOTHTBLCS B IJIOTh M KPOBb U NpEJCTaTh Nepe] HaMH,
BOIIPEKH IpaBWIaM AHIEJIOB, B pealbHOM 0Opase. ITO MOXKET OBbITh YeJIOBEK, CO0aKa, 3TO MOXKET
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OBITH KTO YTOJJHO, HO KOT/Ia OH IIPUXOJWT, Mbl HAYMHAEM BEPHUTh, BEPUThH B TO, UTO OH €CTh. BepuTs,
HECMOTpPsI HM Ha 4TO B TO, 4TO AHres Bcerjga ¢ HaMd. OH BUAUT BCE, €r0 HE3PUMBIN IJ1a3 CIICIUT
3a KaXJbIM HAIllUM II1arOM, a HaM OCTaeTCsl TOJbKO KUTh W MPUCTYIIUBATHCS K €ro rojiocy, KUThb
M KJaTh, KOTJAa OH IMOJACT HaM OdYepeqHOu 3Hak. M Torma BeKTop CyabObl OMATHh MOMEHSIET CBOE
HalpaBJIeHHE, a OH CHOBA 3aliMET CBOE 3aKOHHOE MECTO Y Hac 3a CIIMHOM, YyTOUKY IOBBIILIE TOJIOBBI.
OH — Ham1 AHren XpaHUTelb.
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I'naBa 1. Bektop Cyab0bl

OceHHull goxap OapaGaHWII MO KpbIIEe C TAKOW CUJION, YTO Ka3ajoch €Ilé HEMHOTO U TOJ
HATHCKOM 3TOT0 HEeyAeP:KMMOro MOTOKA BOJbI, OTOJIOYHbBIE MEPEKPHITUSI PYXHYT U MOXOPOHST MO/
co0oii Bce KHUBOE, He OCTABMB HU MaJICHIINEro IaHCca Ha BbUKUBAHUE BCEM, KTO HAXOIUJICS BHYTPH.

JIBa 4yenoBeka LI MO AJTMHHOMY KOPUIOPY U OKMBJIEHHO CIIOPHIIM, pa3MaxuBas pykamu. Mx
rojoca M TpoxoT apMeNCKHUX Caror 9XOM Pa3HOCWIMChH TOJ CBOJAMU CTapoOro 3[aHus. DTOT IIyM
3arayman coOod OTTONOCKM CTHXMM, M 0 HaKayly CTpacTeil Maryllka Mpupofa OTCTymajia THXO
Ha 3aJJHUH IIJIaH, YCTYyTasi MeCTO YeJIOBEKY M Oype SMOIMIA, U3 KOTOPBIX M COCTOSLT BECh JUAJIOT.

— Jla moiimu sxe Tbl, [leTpoBudy, s MOTy4rsI IPUKa3, CBEPXY, C CAMOTO BHICOKOTO BEPXY, OT MEHS
HUYEro He 3aBHUCHUT, — THEBHO KpUYaJl BHICOKHMI MOJIKOBHUK B MOKPOH IIMHENW C KPACHOMW MamKou
B pyke. OH HEpBHO MO3BSKHUBAJ CBSI3KOH KJTIOUYEH M NOYEMY-TO OTBOIMJI B3IJISI B CTOPOHY OT coOe-
ceIHUKa.

— 41 He xouy Bac nonumars, ToBapwmiil MojakoBHUK! — He MeHee TpoMKO OTBevasl HEeBBICOKHIA,
y’ke B rofiax, CeI0BaThIil, U CJIerKa pacroaHeBLINi oduliep B (popMe KanuTaHa.

— DT1ux cobaK HeJb3s YCHITUIATH, 3TO HenpaBwibHO! [la Bl moiiMuTe, B MX MOCITYKHOM CITHCKE
JECATKY 33/Iep:KaHui, COTHH CTIACEHHBIX JKU3HEN, Y HUX Harpajbl ecth! Bel monnmaere?! Harpanpst! —
HacroitunBo 1 sMOLIMOHAILHO, KpUYaJl KaluTaH.

— 51 noHMMarlo Bce, — OTBeYaJl BLICOKUI IOJIKOBHUK, CBOEMY coOeceTHUKY. — TosbKo 3aBTpa B 9
—00 npuBe3yT HOBBIX COOAK, MOJIOIBIX, OOYUEHHBIX M CUJIbHBIX. MHE HY)KHO UX CTABUTh HA JOBOJIb-
CTBUE, PacCesiTh, & Bbl MHE YCTPOWIH TYT JIOM MPECTapeIbIX )il KaJleUeHbIX )KUBOTHBIX.

— Hy, kakue oHM KasieKu? — yMOJISIIOIIMM TOJIOCOM MPOILENTa TOT, KOrO He XOTeJIH CIIbIIATh. —
OHu Bepoii U MPaBIOM, OHU, COOOM 3aKphIBasi, OHU, KaK JIIOIH. .. DT cOOAKH BCE MIOHUMAIOT !

— IlerpoBuy, 3akaHuuBail cBoW ['puHMNMC UM, KaKk TaM 3TO Ha3biBaeTcsi? — SIBHO BCIIOMHUB,
YTO OH BCe-TaKHM HAYAIbHUK, YBEPEHHBIM IOJIOCOM CKa3aJl YeIOBEeK C KPACHOM MarnKou.

— Jato Te6e Bpems 10 3aBTpa. [Jo 8—00, utoOs ToI [leTpoBuy, BhimoHMII pukas! JJoktop rpu-
JeT POBHO B CeMb, YCHIILJISIN M JaBaii CIIyKUTh Aajbliie. Ku3Hb-TO, OHAa HE 3aKaHUYMBAETCS HA TBOMX
cobakax.

ManeHpKU KaluTaH BAPYT CTajl CIOKOMHBIM. DMOLMH UCYEe3IM ¢ ero Jimia. OH pe3Ko nosep-
HYJICS JIMIIOM K COOECeIHUKY, TTOCMOTPEJT eMy MPsIMO B IJla3a U YBEPEHHBIM, POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM, TOJI-
HBIM O€3BICXOIHOIO OTYASTHUS CKa3al:

— ¥V kaxk0i 13 3TUX coOaK, OobIle GOEBBIX paH, YeM y TeOsl IIOJIKOBHHUK €CTECTBEHHBIX OTBEP-
cruii. [Tpoctn 3a rpy0OCTh. — MOMOTYANT HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, HaOMoaast 32 peakiuen MOJIKOBHUKA,
Ha ero cJioBa, u j1o0aBu, — VIHTEpecHo, a Koraa TeOs CIUIIYT Ha MEHCHIO, K TeOe ToXke CBEpXy NpH-
Ka30M MPUIILTIOT JOKTOPA C YKOJIOM Ha YChITUIeHHe?

— YTO? — 'HEeBHO BOCKJIMKHYJI BBICOKMI MOJKOBHUK. OH SIBHO HE O:KMAAJI, TAKOrO MOBOPOTA
B pasroBope. — Hy, IlerpoBuy, eci Obl 51 TeOsi HE 3HAJ CTOJIBKO JIET, €CJIU Obl MBI C TOOOW TOTa
B Adrane, eciim Obl 51 He OblT TeOe 00s3an! DX, [lerpoBuy, [leTpoBUY, BCIO KPOBb ThI U3 MEHS
BBITIAJI CBOMMU COOaKaMu. 3Haelllb, rioueMy [1eTpoBUY ThI IO CHX TIOP BbIIIIE KaMTaHA He TTOIHSIICS ?
[ToTomy uto coBecTH B TeOGe MHOTO. JIaBHO OBI yXe MOTYYrT OJKOBHUKA, KBAPTUPY, XOPOIIYIO TIeH-
cuto. Tak HeT ke, Bcera nornepek Uielllb, B pa3pe3, Kak TOBOPUTCS.

— Tak, 310 MeHs OaTs Tak y4u, He yMelo s MHaue, — oTBeT1 [leTpoBuy, — BUAMMO TBOM OTell
yuuI1 Te0s1 APYTUM Belllam, MOJIKOBHUK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHM TIOIOILTA K OTHOMY H3 BOJIbepOB. [T0JIKOBHUK C MANKo#i TKHYJ HEOPEKHO
yKazareJIbHBIM NaJIblIEM B PXKaBYIO M OYEHb CTapylo TAOJIMUKY, Ha KOTOPOM YXe He BUIHO ObUIO HaJl-
MTUCY ¥ CyXUM PaBHOIYIIHBIM TOJIOCOM, MEPETIOTHEHHBIM Ka3eHHOTO YBAHCTBA CIIPOCKIT:

— Hy, k10 y Hac Tyt?
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Kanuran Epemenko kagpoBblii opuiiep, OTAABIINIA BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb CITy:KeHuUI0 PoivHe, Bapyr
BTSIHYJI TUICYH, OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY U CTaJl MIOXOX He Ha 00eBoro oduliepa, a CKopee Ha jKaJIKOro BHIITH-
BOXY BO3JIE BUHHOI'O Maras3uHa.

— Hy? IlerpoBuu! — He ynumascs HayasibHUK. — KT0 y Hac nepsbiii? I'oBopu.

[NeTpoBru HaOpas MOMHBIE JITKUE BO3AyXa U, yAEPKUBasi B cede CKYIyI0 MYKCKYIO CJie3y, po-
W3HEC OJIHO CJIOBO. DTO ObLIa KJIMYKA COOAKM, YCIIBIIIAB KOTOPYIO BBHICOKHMI TOJKOBHUK BBIPOHII
KPacHYIO )KECTKYIO TAIIKy U3 PYK U JIUIIO €ro CTalIo OeJbIM, KaK MeJl.

— Kro 1B ckazan? — [IpormenTan nonkoBHUk. — [lerpoBuu nosropu. Kro?

W non cBomamu cTapoyt IapcKoil TIOPbMBI, 3arilyliasi TPOXOT JOXK /s MO KPbIllle, KaK MUCTOJIeT-
HBII BBICTPEJ MPO3BYYaJIo:

— Merwuc.

DXOM M0 KaMEHHBIM KOPUJOpaM MOBTOPUJIOCH 3TO CJIOBO HECKOJIBKO pa3, ¥ BOL[ApHJIach ITyra-
I0111asi CBOEH TUIITMHOM May3a.

— Tort campiii? — [1porenTan NoJKOBHUK. — Heyxenmu ToT camblii? DTOro He MOKET ObITb.

On nopomen k [TerpoBudy, KOTOPBINA CTOSUT CTOPOMBIIKCH M UCTYTIIEHO CMOTPEJ B OHY TOYKY,
HaKJIOHWICS K CAMOMY YXY KallMTaHa ¥ TUXO MPOLIENTAN:

— VYBomu ero orciofa, cabiuuib? Anekcannp IlerpoBuu, s mpukasbiBaio TeOe, YBOAU €ro
oTciofa. 3aBTpa B ceMb yTpa MPHUJIET JOKTOP YCHIIUIATh CIIMCAHHBIX cOOaK. Y TeOsl ecThb 1ieiast HoYb.
OH norkeH kuTh. S pukasbiBaio Tede. OH TOMKEH JKUTb.

[lerpoBry BeTpeneHysncs, Kak 4eJOBEK MOJYyYUBIIMI MOCIEAHUI IIaHC, BHIXBATUJ Y MOJIKOB-
HUKa U3 PYK CBSI3KY KJIIOYEH U, TPOMBIXasi carioraMu rnooeskaj K BIXO/y, Ha Oery nogoupasi HyKHble
KJIIOYM.

[TonKOBHUK MOAOLLIEN K BOJILEPY U, UEPE3 IOUEPHEBIIYIO OT BPEMEHU PELLIETKY, KOTOpasi 3aKpbl-
BaJIa MpoeM HeOOJTBIIIOro OKHA, 3arJIsIHYJ BHYTPb. BbJIo 0ueHs TeMHO. B camom panbHeM yriy, cBep-
HYBIIIMCh KAJIAYUKOM, Ka3aJI0Ch OE3[bIXaHHO, JIeKal BHYIIUTEbHBIX pa3MepoB Tec.

— Hy, 3npaBctByii, npyxuiie! BoT oH Tl Kako#, A0JTHe rofpl, 1 MeuTasl yBUAETh TeOs, 3a ChIHA
cKazarh crnacu0o, a, BOT BUAMIIIb, KaK TOMyvaeTcsl. BeIXoauT, 51 32 TBOEH )KU3HBIO TIPHIIIES, a ThI MOIO
AKU3Hb MHE nopapuil. HecripaBeyinBo Kak-To, He MO-JOICKH, — 33JlyMUMBO [TPOM3HEC MOJIKOBHUK
Y HUYEro He yC/bllal B OTBET, HU LIOPOXa, HU 3BYyKa.

OH mozomen K CTapoil U BBHITEPTON TaOMMUKe, pyKaBoM OEJIOCHEKHOW pyOalllKu CTep C Hee
bUTb ¥ NpounTal ene Buaumyto Haanuck «METUC, orBerctBennslii Cepruenko C. H.»

[NonKOBHUK MOCTOSUT €1lle MUHYTY 33/[yMUMBO s/l HAa TAOJMUKY, MOC/E Yero pe3Ko MoBep-
HYJICSl ¥, HE TOBOPsI HU CJIOBA, 3alliarajl o KOpUIOpY B CTOPOHY BBIXO/A.

3a Tpu MecsIa A0 3TUX COOBITUH, MPOU3OIILIO TO C Yero Bce U HaYasIoCh.

I'pynma crieniHaza mpoBoAMia 3aJepKaHiue OMAacHOrO PEeLUINBHUCTA. BaHIUT yKpPBUICS B KBap-
THPE U yIEPKUBAI B 3aJI0KHUKAX JKEHIIMHY ¢ peOeHKOM. B TOT MOMEHT, Kor/1a oriepaTMBHUKH BOPBa-
Jach B TIOMEIEHUEe, TIPECTYITHUK BBHIOPOCKII PYKY BIIEPE] W Hayraj MpoOMU3BeS HECKOJIBKO BBICTpE-
soB. OgHa U3 mysb nonasa JieiiteHanty CeprueHko npsiMo B cepatie. OH ymMep MIHOBEHHO, IIaHCOB
BBDKHTH Y HETO He ObLJIO HUKAKUX.

MertHcy Kakaylo HOUb CHUJIMCh 3TH TIOC/eJHAE MIHOBeHHsI Ku3HU Cepresi, yeloBeKa, KOTo-
POro CTaphblil BEpHBIH Tec 00T OOJIbIIE BCEro Ha CBeTe, JTOOMIT OOJIbIIe KIU3HH.

Kak B 3ame/JIeHHON KMHOJIEHTE, IPOKpYYnBal MeTuc B cBoel naMsiti 31u coobITust. Emy cra-
HOBWJIOCh TOPHKO M OOMIHO OT TOTO, YTO, Jake OPOCHBIIKCH Ha AYJIO0 MUCTOJIETa, M 3aKPBIB COOOM
CBOETO XO35IMHa, EMY He yAaJioch ero criactu. [1ysis1, o oiHo el BeJoMO TPaeKTOPUHU MPOIILIa MUMO
ero cepilla B KaKMX-TO HECKOJbKMX CAaHTUMETpax M Iomajia B CEpAle CaMOro JIOPOroro Jyisi Hero
yesioBeka. [1aMsATh BHOBb M BHOBb BO3BpAlllajia OJMHOKOTO TICa B 3Ty 3aJUTYI0 KPOBBIO KBApTUPY.
OH MOMHUJT BCe IO MeJbYallnX noapoOHocTed. EMMHCTBEHHOE, Yero OH He MO BCIIOMHUTD, Kak
BIETIMJICSL B TOPJIO 9TOMY YTOJIOBHUKY, KOTOPBI B OJHO MTHOBEHHUE CeJIajl ero CUpOTOM, ¥ OIHUM
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PBIBKOM OCTPBIX KJIBIKOB, ITPUTOBOPMII OaHANUTA CBOMM JIMYHBIM CYAOM, CyIOM OOEBOrO TOBApHIIA,
MCTHBLIETO 32 JIpyra K BbICILIEW Mepe HaKa3aHUsl.

[Torom ero nmocagmmm B ki1eTKy. OHa HaXOIWIach B 3a/IHEN YacT CTy:keOHON MarmHbl. Yepes
pkaBble pemeTkd Metuc Bugen, kak Ceprest MOJOKUIA HA HOCHIIKY M HAKPbLTA O€JI0i MPOCTHIHEH.
CKBO3b TYMaH MIOMYTHEHHOT'O pacCy/IKa CJIbIIIAJ OH CJIOBa O(PUIIEPOB, KOTOPBIE YTO-TO OYpHO 00CYXk-
JaJM ¥ KavyaJii rojioBaMu. JInia ux ObUTH yrpIoMBI M TIEYaITbHBI.

— XKanko Cepery, Metuca noHsITb MOXHO, HO IIEPETHYJ, OX NEPETHYJI, — JOHOCUJIUCH IO HETO
OOpBIBKY (hpas.

— Jla y Hero e HUKOro He ObLIO, IETAOMOBCKUI OH, HU POIUTENICH, HU CEMbH, BOH TOJIBKO TIeC
1 6OJIbIIIe HUKOTO.

— Metuc He cMmoxkeT Oonblie padboTaTh, MCHMXMKA UCTIOPYEHA HABCETa, XOTh OH M JIyYIIH,
HO KTO TeTepb ero CMoxeT 3aMeHUTh? Tlokaityid, HUKTO.

MertHc ciblial ¥ MOHUMAJ 3T CJIOBa, HO eMy ObLIo Bce paBHO. OH He XoTen KuTb. Emy
XOTEJIOCh PACTSHYTHCS BO3JIE HOCUIIOK C MPOCTBHIHEN, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO Haualy MPOCTYIaTh KarelbKy
KPOBH, MOJIOKUTh TOJIOBY Ha IJIEYO CBOETO XO35IMHA, U BOT TaK BOT YMEPETh.

3a cBoW JONTyI0 co0aubio KU3Hb, MeTrc Buaea MHOro cMepteit. OH Jaxe MPUBBIK K MBICITU
O TOM, 4TO Ka)l()lblﬁ AC€Hb KTO-TO YMHUPACT WM B IIEPECTPEJIKE IIPH 3aICPKAHNU, UJIX OT HIAJIbHOI'O
BeicTpesia. Ho 3Ty cMepTh OH nepekuTh He MOT.

Emy kazamoch, 4To BOT cefiyac OTKMHeETcs Oenas TKaHb, Cepreil MOIHUMETCS, TIOJOUIET
K HEMY, KaK BCErja YIIMITHET €ro 3a MOKpPbI HOC U CKaXeT:

— IlpuBer, Akemnna! Kak noxusaemb, crapuna? — M ods3aTenbHO YIBIOHETCS] CBOEH Henoapa-
’KaeMOMH YJIBIOKOM.

Ho nipocteins He oTkuapiBasack, Cepreil He BCTaBasl, 4y/Aa He POU3OIILIO.

[NoTom npuexana Genasi MalIMHA C KPaCHBIM KpecToM, U Tesio Ceprest yBe3/Iv B OTHOM Harlpas-
JIEHUH, a ya3uK, B KOTOPOM JIexKaJs 3aKpbIThI HAa 3aMOK MeTuc, yexai B IpyroM.

[NerpoBru BOEXkan B JEKYpPKY Kak OIIMApeHHBIA M, CKUMas B PyKe 3aBETHBIN KJIIOU, Cpasy
puHYJICS K OonbIIOMy, cTapoMm ceiiy. HepBHBIM pBHIBKOM OH pacmaxHysl CKPHITYy4ylo ABEpIly
U TSDKEJIO JpIIa Hayasl CyIOpPOKHO TepeOuparh Marku, aKKypaTHO CIIOXEHHbIE B ai(aBUTHOM
TOpSIIKE.

3a BceMU STUMU CTPaHHBIMU MaHUMYJISAIMSIMA HAOTI0/1a7T MOJIOTOH JIEXY PHBIH ouIiep ¢ Kpac-
HOU TIOBSI3KOM Ha PyKE, U COOTBETCTBYIOLIEW HAJIMCBIO HAa HEW.

— Yo ¢ Tob0ii [lerpoBru? — Cripocuit Ky pHBIH, OITyCTUB TPYOKY TesedoHa, ¥ ¢ HeroIe b
HBIM MHTEPECOM 3arjIsiHy/ B ceiid, yepes Mmieyo CBOero B3BOJIHOBAHHOTO COCITYXKHUBIIA.

— Momuun, MBaH, npocto mMomyu, — mnpoirentan [1eTpoBud 1 BHITAI U3 TTyOHHBI TOJICTYIO
MOTEPTYIO MArKYy.

— A, IOHSITHO, — B3IOXHYJT MOJIOJOH O(pUIIEp ¥ OTKPBUT UCUEPKAHHBIN KypPHAI C KPOCCBOPIAMHU.

— [erpoBuy, u gancs Tede 3totr Metrc? Ctapblil, XpOMO, CIIICAHHBIN M HUKOMY YK€ He HYX-
HBII TIEC.

[NeTpoBru pe3ko pa3BepHYJICSA U CXBATUJI JIEUTEHAHTA AByMsI pyKaMU 32 BOPOTHHUK.

— D10 He mpocTo Tiec! D10 Hall OOSBOW TOBApPUII, 3TO OoeBasi eqUHMIIA. ThI MOHST MeHs,
CBIHOK ?

JleXypHBII paBHOIYIITHO MOKa4asl TOJIOBOMH, MTOMPABUII BOPOTHUK, BBITAIIMI U3 KAPMaHa Py4Ky
Y TIPUHSUICS 32 KPOCCBOPA. Jlenasl 3T0 OH ¢ TaKMM BHUAOM, Kak OyATO CllaceHHe 3eMJIM 3aBHCEINIO
TOJIBKO OT HEro OHOTO.

He menikas Hu cekyHpl, [1eTpoBUY OTKPBUI NAIKY ¥ HATIPABIJI CBET HACTOJILHOM JIAMITHI Ha €€
conepkumoe. B aToit marnke ObUIO Bee, UTO Kacajaoch MeTwrca 1 ero KM3HU B MeJTbYaiIiX MoApoo-
HOCTX. DT0 ObUIO ero JInunoe Jlerno.
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[MerpoBuy Havan uutath Oerno. Codaka CrieluaibHOM MOATOTOBKH, Kinmuka Mertuc. OTBeT-
crBeHHbI, Cepruenko Cepreit HukonaeBud (moru® npu UCTIONHEHUH CITyKeOHBIX 00s3aHHOCTEN).

[lerpoBry BeIpBaJl HECKOJIBKO JIMCTOB M3 JIMuHOro Jlena u akKyparHO CJIOKHII UX CTOIOYKOW
Ha Kpaio croJa. [Tocnie 31oro, oH B3s1 pyuKy ¥ pa3MallicTbiM HEKPacuBbIM TOYEPKOM HAIKCAal B Ipa-
BOM YIJTy Tarnku, puHaIbHyIo (pasy: «YceiieH coriacHo npukaza MO Ne243. dakr ycbiruieHus
KOHCTaTUpOBaJ reapauu kanutad Asiekcanap I[lerposuu Epemenko».

[lerpoBry 1ocTai neyats ¥ pOMKO LUIEITHYJI €€ MPSIMO Ha CBOIO (haMuiuio. Tenepp yxe apXuB-
HBII TOKYMEHT, JIeKaJl IIepe]l HUM Ha CTOJIE M CTAHOBUJICSI UCTOPUEH.

— Hy, Botr u Bce! — CnokoitHo ckazan IlerpoBuu. — Mertuca Oosnblilie HET, YCHITMI JOKTOP
6oeBoro ToBapuina. !/, moBepHyB rolioBy B CTOPOHY YIMBIJIEHHOTO JIEXKYPHOTo oduiiepa, TPOMKO
Y HEyMeJIO TeaTpasibHO CKa3all:

— Ioiiny yoepy Tpyn cobaku, a TO 3aBTpa MOMOJTHEHNE PUBE3YT, PACCENATH-TO KyIa-TO HAJ0
BCIO 3Ty CBOPY HOBOOPAHIIEB, BOJIbEPHI CeiUac B OOBIIOM AeduiuTe.

C stumu cnoBamy, [leTpoBUY cXBaTUII CO CTOJIA KJIIOYM, CYHYJ B KapMaH BbIPBAHHBIE JIUCTHI
U3 JIMYHOTO Jieia MeTuca, rpOMKO XJIOITHYJT ABEPbIO, M BHIOEKAB U3 I€KYPKH, HAIIPABHUJICS TIO JIIMH-
HOMY KOPUAOPY K BOJIEPY, T/I€ JIeXKas U K JaJl CBOEH y4acTy OAMHOKHI MEC.

JlexypHBIN yCTaI0 MOCMOTPEN Ha BXOIHYIO IBEPb, MepeBest B3MIsA Ha celid, B3I0XHYI U MOKa-
yaui rosioBoi. [TpucimymmBasce k ygansomumcs maram [letpoBuya, OH ceiajl OTMETKY B JKypHaie
Y CHOBA IPUHSLICS 32 KPOCCBOP/L.

[NeTpoBuy 11es1 Mo KOPUAOPY OBICTPOM M YBEPEHHOM MOXOIKOM, MaMsATh pa3pbiBajia €ro MO3r
Ha MEJIKME KYCOUKM U IMEepPEeUCThIBasi CTPAHUILIbI MTPOILIOr0 HE OCTaBJIslIa LIAHCOB Ha CYACTIIMBOE
oymymee. Jlns rBapauu kanutaHa Ajekcanjapa [lerpoBuua EpeMeHko kW3Hb pa3zienuiach Ha JiBe
TIOJIOBUHBI B TOT JIeHb, Korja moruod ero aydmmid apyr Cepreii. [TlerpoBud moOu ero Kak pogHOro
CbIHa, OOJIBIIIE YeM POIHOTO CHIHA.

BriepBbie OHM BCTpETU/IMCh B BOGHHOM yuuiuile, korjga IlerpoBuya npuriacuim, Kak BOMHA-
MHTEPHAIIMOHAJIMCTA paccKa3aTh KypcaHTaM mpo cinyxk0y B Adranucrane. OH He JTOOMT TOBOPUTH
00 3TOM U cTecHsuIcs cBouXx OoeBbIX Harpan. Ho Tyt Obuto apyroe neno. Bymynmwm oduiiepam oH
OTKa3aTh HE MOT, HE UMEJI IIpaBa.

[NeTpoBuu BoIIEN B AKTOBBIH 3271, KOTOPBII ObLT MEPETOIHEH MOIOABIMU pedsTaMU B BOGHHOM
¢opme. Bouapunack nonHast tuimna. Odunep no3gopoBajics U Hadal ToBopuTb. OH paccKasbiBall
PO CBOMX OOEBBIX TOBAPUIIIEH, PO MHTEPECHBIE MOMEHTHI M3 CBOEH CITyXKObI, IIPO TOPBI, TYIIIMAHOB
Y BepTYIIKU... EMy ObUIO UTO pacckasaTb, M pedsTa CIyLIaay ero, OTKPHIB POT. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH
TMIOHSIJI CaMO€ TJIABHOE, OH HYKEH MM, HYKEH €ro OIbIT, U €ro HaBbIKU. VIMEHHO Toraa eMy npuiiuia
B TOJIOBY MBICITb, O TOM, YTOOBI OCTaThCSl B YUWJIHMILE HABCEIZA, U TECHO CBA3ATh CBOIO OJAMHOKYIO
’KU3HB, C BOCIIUTaHUEM OyIyIIuX O(UIIepoB.

Mornonoi napeHs B (popMe KypcaHTa BOGHHOT'O YYMJIUILA TIOIOLIES K HEMY TOCJIE BHICTYIUICHUS
Y TIOCMOTPEB Ha KallUTaHa SICHBIMU YMCTBIMU IJIa3aMU CITPOCUJT:

— Ckaxwure, a ¢ cobakoii MHe pa3peliaT CIyKUTh B BOWCKax?

[lerpoBry nocmoTpen Ha MapHs 1 HEMHOTo cMyTuiIcs. «Ha MeHs 1oxox B MOJIOAOCTH, — IOy -
MaJl OH, ¥ KOMOK TOZICTYTIUJI K TOPJTy, — BOT TAKMUM M JIOJKEeH ObUT ObITh MOM ChiH». Ha ntymie y Hero
CTaJIO CMOKOKMHO U TEIIO, Kak OyTO OH HaIllesl POACTBEHHYIO AYIITY.

— Kax 30ByT Te0s1, cbiHOK ? — cripocuit [leTpoBrdY 1 ouemMy-To HEPBHO HavaJl MOMpPAaBIsATh MOp-
TyIel0, KOTOpasi ¥ Tak CUIeNa Ha HeM Oe3yKOPH3HEHHO.

—KypcanT CeprueHko, — KOMaHAMPCKUM T'0JI0COM OTPANIOPTOBAJI TAPHUIIKA U YK€ CIOKOMHBIM
rOJIOCOM, HEMHOTO CMYIIIasiCh TIepe/] CTapIIIMM IO 3BaHUI0, 100aBmI1 — Cepreil MeHsi 30BYT, [Isl MEHS
3TO OYEHb BaKHO, TOBAPUIL KAIIUTaH.

— KoHneuHo paszpemar, eme Kak pasperiar, 9T0 O4eHb HYKHO B apMUH, — OTBETWJ OuULIep
Y CIIPOCHII B OTBET. — A 4TO, y TeOs ecTh cobaka?

— Iloka Hert, — otBeTnn Cepreit, 1 100aBw1, — HO OyzeT, 00s3aTeIbHO Oy/IeT.
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It0 ObUIA UX TIepBasi BcTpeva. [1eTpoBUY MOMHUII ee SICHO U OTYETIIMBO, Kak OyATO 3TO OBLIO
TosIbKO Buepa. [Totom cynpba ux cBoamia MHOro pas. CHavyasaa B BOGHHOM yuwuiuiie, riae [letpoBuy
OCTaJICS MPETIo/IaBaTh, IIOTOM ObLIM KOMaHAUPOBKY 1 OoeBble 3aJaHus. Cepreil Myskajl M CTAHOBUJICS
MYKYMHOU Ha r1a3ax y [lerpoBrya. XyqeHbKHIA MAPHUIIKA KYPCAHT CTAHOBHUIICS] HACTOSIIIIM OOEBBIM
ouiepom. Yem aabliiie U0 BpeMsi, TeM OOJbllie Kperia Apy:KkOa STHX JBYX, OYEHb MMOXOKUX APYT
Ha Jpyra JIIofIel, 1 TeM OOoJIblIe CMBIC/IA HAXOOMJI B KU3HU [leTpoBrdY, mpuHUMas B CBOE Cepaiie 3Ty
POICTBEHHYIO JyIIy.

Meruc Bceraa O psigoM. Cepreid pUTaIyI ero HEM3BECTHO OTKY/IA XOJIOAHBIM (heBPATLCKUM
yTPOM B CBOEH IIATKe U MOJIOKIJI HEXKHO Ha CTOJ, 32 KOTOPBIM cujen [leTpoBud U it vaii.

— Cwmorpu, IlerpoBuu, — 3akpuyai pagoctHbiM rojocom Cepreid, — 3TO OH, MOHUMael b [let-
pOBUY, OH, MO TIEC.

[NeTpoBru mocMoOTpest Ha IEHKA U YAUBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYIL:

— Bor ato0, na! Ia, ato ke Bojk! Tol rae B3s1 ero? B niecy, uro i Hamen? A? Cepéra, naBai
KOJIHCb.

— IlerpoBuu ThI yero? — OTBETU KypcaHT, M NIprXkajl manky K rpyad. — On Mertuc, y Hero
rara HeMeIlKasi OB4apKa, a Mama BOJTUMIIA, MHE €T0 erepb MoAapuJl, s ero Tak U Ha3Basl, MeTtuc.

— Tak He ObiBaeT, — orBeTH [leTpoBHY, — HUKOTJA Y BOTYHMIIB He OBUIO IIEHKOB OT COOAKH,
y HUX, Y BOJIKOB 3TO TI030p XYK€ CMEPTH, BOT y COOAKH OT BOJIKA MOTYT OBITh IIIEHKH CKOJIBKO YTOIHO,
HO TOJIKO HE HA0OOPOT. DTO TOKA3aHHBIN YIEHBIMU HEOCTIOPUMBIN (PaKT.

— MHe erepb Bce pacckazai. — C qpoxkbio B rojoce ckazan Cepreidl. — MoXHO OCTaBUTH €ro,
a? IlerpoBuy, noxayicra.

EpémeHko B351 B pyKH 3TOT MaJIeHbKHIA CEpbIii KOMOUEK, TIOJJHEC €T0 BIUIOTHYIO K CBOEMY JIUILY
U TIPHUCTAIBHO MIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro.

— Mertuc ropopuiis? — 3agyMmunBo rponsHec [1eTpoBrY 1 MONTOKUIT IIEHKA 0OPAaTHO B MIANKY
Cepresi. — Hy, mycts Oyaer Metuc, ocTaBisiid, CBIHOK, pa3 K Jyllle TPUKUIEN C NEPBOro B3MIsAA,
3HAYUT TBOM I1eC, CepAlleM BHIOMpPaJ, 3Hat0, — ckasas [leTpoBud u yIbIOHYJICS.

Cepreiil ckal KyjlaKd U IPOMKO KPHUKHYJ «ypa» OT PaJOCTH, CXBATHJI IIEHKA U BBICKOUMIT
13 KOMHATBI, KaK OIIIMapeHHBIH.

[NeTpoBuu BcTas, MOIOIIEN K OKHY, Yepe3 3aloTeBIIee CTEKJI0 MOCMOTPET BCies yoeraoemy
Cepreto, BHITEp JIAJIOHBIO CTEKJIO U IIPOOOPMOTAIT TIPO CeOs:

— Mertuc, Hano ke, Meruc! OBuapka u Bomuuna. Jx, Cepera, Cepera, u Beb Haries xe!

A nouemy ObI 1 HeT?! Metuc, Tak Metuc.

[NerpoBuu mogde:xait K BOJIbEepy pachaxHyJ CKPUITYYyIO PKaByio IBEPb 1 BOILE BHYTPb. MeTuc
JieXxan B Iy Ha CTapoil MIMHENH, M Ka3ajoch, crail. [IeTpoBUY MOJOIIeN U MpUces Ha KOPTOUKH
BO3JIE CTAPOro TIca, MOTJIAANI €ro MO roloBe M TUXUM I'OJIOCOM CKa3al:

— Bceragait, npyxuiie, Ham 1opa, BpeMeHH y Hac ¢ To0oi coBceM majio. [ToBesnio Ham ¢ ToOoi
Opar, MOJIKOBHUK CBOYM OKA3aJICs, MPABUJIbHBIN MOJIKOBHUK, CTAapblil Balll ¢ Ceperoi J0KHUK.

MeTHc MOAHSI ToJI0BY ¥ HocMoTpedt [leTpoBudy mpsiMo B I71a3a paBHOAYIITHBIM ITyCTBIM B3IJIsI-
JOM.

[NeTpoBru BBIHYJ M3 KapMaHa OCTATKHU JIMYHOTO jena MeTnca, 1 akKypaTHO CIOXKUI B KOXa-
HBIF Y€XO0JI OT CBOETO IMITHIK-HOXKA. 3aTeM KPENKUM CTILHBIM KapaOWHOM MPUCTETHYT ero MeTucy
Ha OIICMHUK.

— Tomm! — TBepasiM Tos0coM ckazan [lerpoBud u, Gojee MSrko, yxke oOpaiasch Kak Obl
K camomy cebe, 1o0aBwi, — Tenepsb Tl 00OPOTEHD, IPYKHUIIE, TETIEPh TeOs HeT.

MertHcC 1aBHO HAay4WsICs TIOHMMATh Y€JIOBEYECKYI0 pedb M MPHUBBIK OECIPEKOCIOBHO BBITIOJ-
HATh IpUKa3bl. OH BCKOYMJI, M CJIETKa MTPUXPaMbIBasi, BHIIIET U3 BoJibepa. Kpagyduck, mpakTHUECKH
OecIIyMHO OHU MPOIILUTH IO JUTMHHOMY KOPHJIOPY, TIPOIION3IM MUMO JIE5KYpPHON KOMHATBI, Te CUIe
MOOUTENIb KPOCCBOPIOB M, TUXO OTKPHIB IBEPb, OKA3AJIKCh HA YJIUIIE.
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en cunbHbIi qokab. Kazanock, cama mpupoaa momoraia SToMy CTpaHHOMY TOOeTYy.

— Beru k crapoii rony0siTHE 1 KA1 MEHs TaM, — HAaKJIOHMBIINCH K camoMmy yxy MeTtwca, ckaszan
[erpoBuy, — 3aBTpa yTPOM £ cliaM CMeHY ¥ 3a0epy TeOs1. MBI yesiem ¢ ToOo# ganeko. Tam tebe Oyner
XOPOIIIO ¥ BCE HAKOHEII-TO OCTaBsAT TeOsI B IOKOE, — C STUMH cioBaMu [leTpoBuy oTcTerHy.1 KapabuH,
ele pa3 nocmorpesn Merucy B ia3a, U, NEpeKpUKUBas IIyM J0XK[s, KpUKHYI, — Bern!

Crapas roinyOATHS HaxoquIach HemoaaieKy, 1 MeTuc xopoiiio 3Hau 31o Mecto. Koraa-to Cep-
reil TPEeHUPOBAJI €T0 TaM M 'y HEero ObUI CBOM MIOTAEHHBIH YTOJIOK, IJe OH MPSITAJICS OT XO3sIMHA, KOTrAa
XOTeJI HEMHOTO TIOIIAJIUTb.

Mertuc BBICKOYMJI HA JOPOTY, OIISIZIENCS 110 CTOPOHAM U MCY€3 B KPOMEIIHOW 10K ITUBOM TEM-
HOTE.

[lerpoBry nocmoTpest emy Beiiel, HOIHSLI TOJI0BY, Iy PsCH OT JOK A1, OKMHYJI B3JISIIOM YEPHOE
He00, MEJJIEHHO U KaK-TO CTPAHHO HEYKJTIOkKE CeJl Ha CTyNeHbKH. [IpUCTIOHUBIIMCH CIIUHOM K TPSI3HOM
TOKPBITOH TJIECEHBIO CTEHE CTApOM ITAPCKOW TIOPbMBI, EpéMeHKO riTyO0oKO U 00JIerdeHHO B3OXHYIL:

— Bort u Bce! — Ckazan oH cam cebe 3a[yMUYrBO, JOCTAJI TAYKy CUTAPET, JIOBKMM ITPUBBIYHBIM
JBWKEHUEM BBITAIIIWII TIOCTIEAHIO CUTApeTy U YMPKHYJ CIMUKOW. [1eTpoBrY cziennan HeCKOJIBKO IITy-
OOKUX 3aTsKeK, M TOCMOTpeJ Ha Jackl. — Hazo xke, Kak ObICTPO JIETUT BpeMsl, — IOIyMaJl OH, — Yepe3
MATh MUHYT HAYHETCS HOBBIU JICHb.

OH BBIKMHYJI HEIOKYPEHHYIO CUTapeTy, M 3aKpbUI IJ1a3a.

Cnycrs yac, nesxypHblid ouliep, MOTATUBAsCh, BHIIIEN Ha yauily U yBuaen [lerposuya. Kamu-
TaH EpeMeHKo cujiesn B TOH ke 1Mo3e 1 KarIi JOX/Is1 MeIJICHHO CTEKaJI TI0 ero 0e3MsATeKHOMY U CIO-
KOIHOMY JIUILY.

— Yero mokHenb [lerpoBuu? — Cripocrt iBaH u go6asw, — [oiiiem ydine 4ai nuTh, a TO
CMOTPH BOH, IPOMOK COBCEM.

[lerpoBuu He orBeuan. Kazaiock, OH KpeIko CIIUT.

«Bor nena, — mogyman aexypHbIN, — HUYEro He Oeper 3Ty CTapylo I'BapAMIio, YTO 3a Joau?
Kpenkoe nokosneHne, HAMHOTO CHJIbHEE HALIIMX, HACTOSIILIAE U CTOUKHE».

On nogomien k [lerpoBuuy, IOTPOHYJICS A0 HETO PYKOM U, YK€ C TPEBOTOM 1 SIBHBIM CYETIIMBBIM
0eCroKOMCTBOM, TMOIIyTa myJisc. [Tynbca He ObLTO.
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I'naBa 2. Ctapas rojyosaTHs

Mertuc Gesxal, He orsapiBasicb. OH XOPOIIO OPHEHTUPOBAIICS B TeMHOTe. [I[pOMOKHYB 10 KOH-
YHKa XBOCTA, OerJier JoOpasIcs 10 CTapoil TOTyOsITHH U C TPYJOM ITPOTUCHYJICA B Y3KUI ITPOEM MEXIy
BETXOI CTEHOI U CTapbIMU JOCKaMH, KOTOpble KOIa-To ObUIM JieCTHUIIeH. beciyMHo, CJIOBHO OH
ObL1 Ha 00eBOM 3a7aHuM, MeTuc npoOpasics B OB M OUYTHJICS B TOM CAMOM MOTA€HHOM MecTe,
KOTOpOE OH 00JTI000BaJT yKe IaBHO. DTO ObUIO €r0 JIMYHOE YKpbITHEe. OH CYUTAJI er0 CBOUM C TeX Iop,
KOTZIa TOT, KOTO OH JIOOMJI, ObLT KUB, ¥ KOTZIA €r0 CepAlle KOJIOTUIOCH OT CYACThSI M KEJIAHUSI KUTb.
D70 OBLTIO BpeMs1, KOTJa OH TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO €ro JIOOST M YTO OH MO-HACTOSIIEMY HYyXKeH.

B Hoc ynapui 3anax ceipoctd. Metuc npoopajicst B JaJbHUI Yrod, JlanaMu pasrpéod ciexan-
mmics mycop. CBepHYJICS KalauuKOM Ha Ky4e ChIPOil BETOIIM U MOMEHTAJILHO MPOBAIMJICSA B IIIy0O-
KMI U TEIUIbIA COH, B KOTOPOM Ha CMEHY HECKOHUaeMOMY JI0KII0 TEMHOTE U CBIPOCTH, BIPYT MOSBU-
JIUCh COJIHLIE, 3€JIeHasl TpaBa U BBICOKME JiepeBbs. MeTHC ycblilai IeHUe MTULl U YBUJEI YUCTHIN
MIPO3pAYHBI pyyel, BO3jie KOTOPOro CTOSsUIM [IBa YeJIOBEKA.

OpnHoro u3 HUX Metuc y3Hai cpa3y. 9to 0bu1 Cepreit, ero xo3uH. OH ObuT OfIeT B KamyhIIsiK-
HYI0 (POpMY, IMEHHO B TaKyl0, KOTOpast Obla Ha HEM, B TOT 3JIOIOTYYHbII BeYep, KOrja Tak TParuqHo
1 0e3BO3BpaTHO 0OOPBaACh €ro *ku3Hb. JInio BToporo Metuc He MOI pacCMOTPETh, IOTOMY YTO OH
CTOSIJT Ha KOJIEHSIX U C KaAHOCTBIO IIWJI BOLY U3 PYYbsl.

— [puser, Oponsra, — ckazan Cepreii ¥ yIbIOHYJICS TaKOH MPUBBIYHON M POIHON YIIBIOKOM.

— IIpuser, Cepblid, — oTBETHII METHC M OT palocTH 3aBWJISLII XBOCTOM.

— ThI Tak ¥ He HaY4MJICS] pa3rOBapUBaTh HA BOTUbEM sI3bIKe, Opar? — cripocui Cepreid.

— 51 crapatoch, HO y MEHs1 HUKaK He IoJTy4yaeTcsi, — BUHOBAaTo oTBeTU MeTuc.

— Huuero, Axeiula, HacTaHeT JieHb U 'y TeOsl o0si3aTesibHO noyuuTess, — Cepreil nmoriauin
Mertuca no rosiose. CTapblii IEC OLYTHII TEIUIOTY €TI0 POAHBIX PYK U OT YAOBOJIBCTBHA 3aKPbLI I71a34.

— A KorJia OH HacTaHeT? — clpocui1 MeTuc, U OTKPBIB I71a3a, BOIIPOCUTENILHO IOCMOTPEIT Ha CBO-
ero X03s1Ha.

— Ckopo, Opar, oueHb ckopo. [Ipocto Bpems eme He npuiio. [ToMHuUIIb, Kak Mbl MeUTaIN
¢ T000i1? Thl CTaHEeIIb HACTOSIIIIM BOJIKOM, OyZIeIllb CTOSITh Ha CKaJle COBETOB, a BHU3Y OyIeT TBOS
crad. [Tomaunms? — Ceprent nocmorpest Metucy npsamo B 1iasza.

— Ila, 1 noMHI0, — oTBeTU1 Metuc, — 51 Oyay »kAaTh, KOIJla OHO HACTaHeT, MOE BpeMsl.

— Bonku OynyT cMOTpeTh Ha TeOs Kak Ha CBOEro BOKaka, M MOOEAHBII TBOM BOW MOBEPrHET
BPAaroB B yKac U CTpax, a Apy3bsi BOJIUKYIOT OT YyBCTBA OJIM3KOM 0Oebl 100pa U CripaBeAJuBOCTH !

— 4 6yny craparbesi, 1 Thl 00s13aTeNIBHO OyIelTb MHOM TOPIUTBCS, — OTBETHI MeTuc 1 mosno-
*w ronoBy Ceprelo Ha J1afioHb. EMy He XOTesloch MpOCHIIaThCsl, YyBCTBO OE3rPaHMYHOTO CYACThS
OBJIAZIENIO €ro JAYILIOH.

— Papnom c To60#1 OyaeT TBost BepHas moapyra — Oesast BOJTUHMIIA M MaJleHbKME BOJTYaTa, TBOU
netu. Bee 6ynyT Gesble, a oquH OyIeT HOX0k Ha TeOsl, TAKOM e KPACHUBBIi O0EBOI 1ec, — IPOJOJIKIIT
Cepreil 1 TPOMKO paccMesUICA.

— Her, He OyzneT BOIUMLIBL, — BIPYT CTaB CEPbe3HBIM OTBETHIT MeTHC, — ThI e 3Haelllb, 51 JII0OI0
TOJIBKO OJHY. §I Takoi ke OJHOM00, Kak U Thl. MHE HUKTO HE Hy)KEeH, KpOMe He€.

— AX, BOT Thl 0 KOM! A Hy, npu3HaBaiics Josenac, CHexnnka? Hy, naBai, — cmesicsa Cepren,
u Mertwc rogiymai Bo CHe, 4TO eciv Obl COOAKM MOIJIM KPACHETh, OH MOKPACHEN Obl OT CMYILICHUSI.

Cepreli BAPYT IepecTaj CMEATHCS, U JIMLIO €TO CTAJI0 CEPbE3HBIM, AaXe KaK MoKa3ajaoch Merucy
3biM. ['onmoc ero 3Byvas, Kak KOJIOKOJIBHBIA HabaT, CKOPOHO M TPEBOXKHO.

— Her 6onpie CuexuHkH, Opat, yChIim ee vac Ha3aj, u Kasoeka, n Bopsoro. Beex Bammx
yesimmd. OnuH ThI ocTancs, Akesuia. Terepb TeOe Hy’KHO pacCUMTBHIBATh, TOJBKO Ha ceOsl.

Cepaue MeTtuca 3aK0IOTHIIOCH OT 3THX CJIOB TaK, YTO MY IMOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHO MOXET BBICKO-
9UTh HapyKy. OT OIHOM MBICTIH 00 TOM, CTaJI0 OOJILHO ¥ TOCKJIMBO Ha ayie. Ero 1py3bs, ero 6oeBbie
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['. BamanoB. «Mertuc. AHren-XxpaHUTeNb. JTa UCTOPUS HE TOJIHKO O HEOOBIKHOBEHHO! coOake. DTa UCTOPUSI O JIIOOBU
¥ [IPEAAHHOCTH. DTa UCTOPHUS O HAC C BaMU»

TOBApHILH, €ro J000Bb. MeTHC 3HaI X C TOrO MOMEHTA, KO UX, elle COBCEM MOJIOAbIMU, TIPH-
Be3JM B TUTOMHUK. CHEeXMHKA, 3TO ObLIa ero repBasi v eAMHCTBeHHas 1000Bb. OH BCIIOMHIII, KOTAA
YBUJIEN €€ BIEPBbIE U, KAK BCTPETWIIMCh UX I7a3a. B TOT Mur, 4yTo-T0 060pBaNoCh y HEr0 BHYTPH,
¥ Cep/ILie ero repecTaio MpruHaIeKaTh eMy caMoMy. MeTrC BCIOMHIJI, KaK Ha IMPOTyJIKax eMy XOTe-
JIOCh HEB3HAYAK JOTPOHYTHCS O HEe U OUIyTUTh ee 3amax. CHe:KMHKA He cpa3y OTBETWJIA eMy B3a-
MMHOCTBIO, i1 He HPaBHJICSI STOT HEMOHSTHOTO OKpaca MoiayKpoBKa. OHa paccyxkaana: «4YTo MOKHO
KJaTh OT TOJIYBOJIKA, MOTyoBuapku? HaBepHOe, y HEro HECHOCHBIN XapakTep, a BOJYbE B JIIOOOM
MOMEHT MOKET B35ITh BEPX, M TOTJIa, CTPAIITHO MPEACTABUTh, YTO MOKET ObITh TOT/IA».

Ho nwto Bpemsi, 1 MeTuC ¢ Kak/IbIM Pa3oM JIOKa3bIBaJl MOCTYIIKAMH CBOIO HAJEKHOCTb, TIpe-
JIaHHOCTh ¥ CMEJIOCTb. Y3Ke M OKpac ero Kazajcs ei He TAKUM YK HeTOHATHbIM, U CHEXKMHKA JIOBUJIA
ce0s1 Ha MBICITH, YTO OHA CKyYaeT, €CJIM He BUAUT €ro XoTs Obl OJVH JIeHb.

Mertuc noHMMal, 4Tto 3T0 COH. EMy Kazanoch, 4TO BOT cefiuac OH MPOCHETCs, U Bce OyaeT
MHave, eMy OYeHb XOTeJIOCh BEpUTh, UTo Cepreil, KOTOPbIA IPUILe]l K HeMY BO CHE, 3TO BCETO JIMIIb
WILTIO3U S, TO MPOCTO UTPa ero BOOOPaKEHHsI, HO CMyTHOE UyBCTBO TPEBOTH M OIIYIIEHUE OMAaCHO-
CTH, He TOKUJAJIN ero JAaxe BO CHe.

— A Tenepb BcTaBail U yxoau, — mpomonBui Cepreid, — Te0st JKAYT, Thl Hy’KEH, UM, U Cyab0a
TeOs1 MpUBEZIET Ty/a, I/ie Thl OyJelIb CUacTIMB, U rae Tede OyleT XOpoIo.

— Mne xoporio psitom ¢ Todoi, Cepoiii! Y motom ckopo nipuzet [erposuy, u 3abepet MeHs
¢ co0oii, OH oOelall, OH Bceraa JepKUT cIoBo. S Oymy KaaTh ero 37ech, YTOObl HU CITy4HIIOCh.

Cepreil HOBepHYJI 'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY 4eJIOBEeKa MBIOIIEro BOAY U3 pydbs U, 0Opalasich K Hemy,
CcKazal:

— OOmBsicHU eMy, OH XOTb ¥ YMHBIH TIec, HO KOe-4ero He ToHUMaeT.

YenoBek MOAHSIICA C KOJIEH, BHITEP MOKpbIE TYObl PyKaBOM U MOBEPHYJICS K MeTucy.

— IlerpoBuu? — YauBneHHo BOCKJIMKHYA Metuc — Tol yxe npuren? Tak Osictpo? Mol yxe
yxonum?

— Ilpoctu crapuna, — orBetu1 [leTpoBuY, ¥ TOCKa OTpa3mIach B €ro Iasax, — s rede courai,
sl He cMOory 3a0path TeOs, Thl IOTOM TTOWMEIIIb, TeNepPb Thl MOXKEIIb PACCUUTHIBATH TOJIBKO Ha ceOsl.

— A Teneps nipocHuch, Metuc, u 6eru! — 3akpuuan Cepreit. — YXomu otciona, U He o0opauu-
Baiics Ha3aj, 6eru. Cepreii mokasan ykazaTeIbHbIM MaJIbIIeM KyIa-To MoBepx royioBsl Metwca. Tléc
00epHYJICS U yBUIEN YepHbIE, TPO30BbIE TY4H, CTUXUS CTPEMUTEIHHO Mpuomkanack. OH mocMoTpen
Ha CBOErO XO3sIMHA, U MAHMYECKUI CTpax OXBaTWJI ero ayiry. OH MbITajacs 0CO3HaTh, YTO K€ MPOUC-
XOIUT C HUM Ha CaMOM JieJie.

— Thl HUKOT/IA HE Ha3bIBAJI MEHS STUM UMEHeM, — B3Mouiicst Metuc, — 3auem Tak, Cepbiii?

— Tel roBopun Akesuia, rosopuit bpar, nnorna dpyxuiie, Ho Metuc? Yto nuzameHuiocs?

SIpKoe MATHO cBeTa MeJISHHO HAYaJIo PACTH 32 CITUHAMU O(PUIIEPOB, OHO CTAHOBHJIOCH OOJIBIIIE
u sipue. Yepe3 MrHoBeHHE Ha HErO HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO CMOTpeTh. Pa3zmbITeie cuityaThl Ceprest u Ilet-
POBHMYA HAYAJIM TOHYTb B 3TOM cBeTe. MeTHc Hayasl TPEeBOKHO METaThCs BO CHE M BAPYT YCIIBIIIATT JIAit
cobak. Mx 6b110 MHOTO. O4eHb MHOTO. DTOT Jiaii 3Bydan y Mertuca B yiiax. OH Ha4asI MCKaTh IJIa3aMu
CBOMX JIpy3€il, HO UX yke He ObU1o. OHM McYe3Nu U3 ero cHa, 1 Metwuc octasics onuH. [locneqaum
YCUJIMEM BOJIM OH TIO/IHSLI TOJIOBY M TOTTBITAJICS 3aBbITh, UMEHHO TaK, KaK 3TO JIeJIaloT BOJIKU. VIMEHHO
TaK, Kak mbITajics HayuuTb ero Cepreil. Ho Huvero He nosyyasnocs. Kakoe-To kxankoe pbluaHue, 1oj-
HOE MOJILOBI M1 OTYASTHbBSI, BBIJIETAJIO U3 €ro NMacTh. MeTuc pa3orHaiics, ¥ cracasich OT HaJJBUTAIOIIEHCS
OypH, co Bcero pa30ery NpbirHyI B XOJOIHbINA pydel. JleasiHast Bojia MOKPBUIA €ro OT Jial A0 T'OJIOBbI.
Hpimars 6pu10 HedeM. OH Havasl MeJUIEHHO UATH KO JHY. OCTphIMH UTJIaMHU, XOJIOAHAS BOJIA, POH-
3aJ1a ero U CKOBBIBAJIA IBWKEHUsI. MeTUC BAPYT MOHSUI, YTO celvac OH 3axJieOHeTcs. B 3ToT MoMeHT
OH OTKpBLI I71a3a.

SIpkue Tyun yTpeHHero cBeTa MpoOMBAIMCh CKBO3b HIETN MEXKAY TPYXJISIBBIX JOCOK, U Ka3a-
JI0Ch, OyATO MHOKECTBO (DOHAPUKOB CBETAT MeTHCy IpsIMO B IJIa3a U3 ITyOOKOro TyHHEJIS.

Mertuc npuitypusics ¥ ¢ ooeryeHueM B3oxHy . OH CHOBa HAXOIWIICS B peaIbHOCTH.
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['. BamanoB. «Mertuc. AHren-XxpaHUTeNb. JTa UCTOPUS HE TOJIHKO O HEOOBIKHOBEHHO! coOake. DTa UCTOPUSI O JIIOOBU
¥ [IPEAAHHOCTH. DTa UCTOPHUS O HAC C BaMU»

«Kakoii XKyTKui1 COH, — MOAYyMaJl Mec, — XOPOLIO, YTO BCE 3TO MHE MPUCHUIIOCH, €1le STOT Jiai
cobax... [Io cux mop CTOUT B yIax».

Ho cobauwnii nait moueMy-To He ucye3asl. MeTHC OCO3HaI, UTO CIBIIIUT €ro HasiBy, I/ie-TO Bjia-
JieKe, HO OYEeHb OTUETNIMBO U SIBHO. OH MPHUIIOAHSIICS, BCTAT HA 3aJJHUE JIAllbl, U BBIIJISTHYJ Yepes
OOJBIIYIO IIeSTb MEXKAY CBIPBIMHU JOCKaMU Ha ynuiry. M3 crapoil ronyosaTHH ObLIO XOPOIIO BUIHO
30aHUE CTApOW IIAPCKOW TIOPBMBI, IJie HAXOAWJICS MUTOMHHK, C KOTOphIM y MeTHca Oblla CBsi3aHa
OoJIbIIIas YaCTh €ro KU3HM.

To, 4TO OH yBHJEJ, MOBEPIJIO €ro B MOK. VI3 GombIoro 3eseHoro aBrodyca, OIUH 32 APYTUM
BBIXOIMII OOHUILIEPBI, M KaK/ABIN BeJl Ha MOBOAKe coOaky. Bece oHM ObUTH MOJONIBI, CUITBHBL U TIPSIMO
u3 aBToOyca, Ka3aioch, yKe pBAIUCH B 00. DTO OBUIO TO camMoe MOMOJHEHHEe, O KOTOPOM pa3roBa-
pUBaJ BBICOKUI MOMKOBHUK ¢ [lerpoBuuem. [lnss Metuca BIpYr CTajo OYeBUIHBIM, YTO MPOILIOE,
3aKpbUIOCh HaBcerna. HuKoraa yxe oH He BepHETCs 0OpPAaTHO M HYXXHO JBUTAThCS TOJBKO BHEPEN.
Emy cTaso rpycTHO 1 HEMHOTO OOMTHO OT STOU MBICIIH.

MeHsiiock BpeMsi, MeHsiiach 3moxa. CTapoe ycTynajao MecTo HOBOMY. MeTuc BIIpyT BCTIOMHIII,
KaK KOraa-Tto, O4eHb JaBHO, OH CaM, BOT TOYHO TaK ke, BBIXOIMJI U3 3eJIeHOro aBTodyca. Becomum
Cepresi, MOJIOIOTO ¥ KpacuBoro, BCrioMHIT CHEXUHKY, BCIIOMHUII €€ 3arax, OT KOToporo, y Mertuca
nepexBaTbiBasio AyX. Kak HasiBy, B €ro mamsTH BO3HMKJIA KapTUHKA, KaK OH, KPENMKUU U MOJO-
01 BIIEPBBIE IIIEJT MO JUIMHHOMY KOPUAOPY K CBoeMy Bosbepy. Cepreil Kpernko Aepxkai B pyKe ero
MIOBOZIOK, Y TOPIOCTH MEpENoHsIa codaube cepaiie. MeTuc BCHOMHIJ TOTO MPAropIIiKa, KOTOPHIH
HOXKOM CUMIIIAJT PKaBYIO TAaOTMUKY Ha peleTKe ¢ UMeHeM MPeIbIIyIIero 0OuTaTesst u OeJIon KpacKou
HAHOCHJI Ha Hee Terieph yxke ero uMsi. OH OMHMJI BCE 10 Mesnoueid. To ObUIO ero MpoIuioe, KOTopoe
TeTiepb MCUYE3JI0 U He BEpHETCs OOMbIIe HUKOT/A.

B tor MOMeHT, MeTuc nogymait — MHTEPEeCHO, a IJie ke TOT, KTO KW 3/1ech 10 MeHs1? Tenepb oH
TOYHO 3HaJI OTBET Ha STOT BOMPOC. Be3kanoCTHhIN MEXaHN3M YeJIOBEUECKOM CYIITHOCTH COBEPIIIEHHO
CIIOKOMHO U30aBJIsIETCS OT HETO M ero coOpaTheB. BriOpachiBast OTpabOTaHHbIN MaTepra Ha 000UMHY
KU3HU, TYT € 3aMEeHsIsl Ha TeX, KTO CIIOCOOEH BBITIOHATH CBOIO PadoTy.

«Celyac OHM 3aUUCTAT MOIO TAOJIMUKY, U 9TOT CYACTIIMBYMK OYyJET KUTh TaM JOJITO, U CIIyKUTb
OyleT Tak xke, Kak si, — JymaJl [iec, — OKa He 3aUUCTST ero TabJIU4Ky U BCEe OBTOPUTCSI CHOBA».

Merwc jier o6paTHo Ha cBoe MecTo. EMy ObLI0 O4eHb rpyCTHO ¥ 0OIMHOKO. OH CHOBA CBEpHYJICS
KaJIaYvKOM, M, IOBHHYSICh TIOCJIEIHEMY TTpHKa3y, Havyas xkaarh [lerpoBuya.

DTOT CTPaHHBIN COH HE BBIXOJMII Y Hero u3 rosioBbl. [ 1aza Cepres, cioBa [lerpoBuua. Heyxenu
BCE, UTO OHU cKazaiu, 3to nipasnaa? Eciu Cepreit ymep, nouemy IlerpoBuy npuxoaust BMecTe ¢ HUM?
Bce atu Bonpock! Beprenuck y MeTrca B rojloBe, ¥ OH He MOT' HAWTH Ha HUX OTBeTa. BOT Tak u mpo-
JIeXKal HeCYaCTHBINM NEC 10 MO3JHEro Beuepa, 0OAyMbIBasi BCE, YTO C HUM IPOU3OILIO 32 TIOCTIeAHUE
HECKOJIbKO YacoB, M BCIOMHHASI CTPAHHBIN COH.

Cremneno. [lerpoBuua He Obl10. OYeHb X0TENOCh ecTh. OH MOMMAaI JIeTY4yl0 MBIIIb, KOTO-
PyIo Ope3MBO Chell, MojAaBasich MHCTUHKTaM. Ellie pa3 BBIMISHYII B ILeJIb MKy JocKamu. Bokpyr
Hapuia HenporsaHas Houb. OIMHOKUI (hOHAPH HAJ] BXOIOM B MIMTOMHUK, CJIOBHO OTOHEK HAIeXk b,
ropes TYCKJIBIM CBETOM, coOMpasi BOKPYr cedst Momkapy. MeTuc BHIOpajics W3 CBOEro yoexuina,
TIOTSIHYJICS ¥ OTJISIHYJICS TIO CTOpoHaM. MoJofioi MecsI] moKasascs U3-3a Ty4, CJIOBHO MPEJBECTHUK
Yero-To HOBOTO U HeM3BeaHHOTO. Bokpyr Obuta rimyOokast TeMHoTa. {0k b JABHO MPOIIET, BO3AYX
ObLT cBeXXUH U yicThiil. OH B MOCJEAHUN pa3 MOCMOTpPeST B CTOPOHY NMUTOMHMKA. Ero yaueuia sta
nyraolnas TUIIMHA. Baaneke, Ha o3epe, 3aJIMBaJMCh JIATYIIKY, IEPEeKpUKUBast Apyr apyra. OH o4eHb
TMOOWII TOHATHCS 32 HUMHU, Korjia Cepreit BOAWI ero Kymnarbesi. B 3ToT MoMeHT MeTHc BOCIIPUHSLIT X,
KaK pOACTBEHHbIE OYIIH, ¥ caM yIUBHJICS 3TOM MbIcu. [Ipomuio erie HeMHOro BpeMeHH, KOra OH
TIOHS1JT, YTO HAKTO HE MPHUJET 32 HUM U, BCIIOMUHAS! BEIIUH COH, T/Ie-TO B IIIyOMHE CBOETO cO0aubero
CO3HaHUsI OH:UT TTodeMy. OH BBICKOYMJT Ha JOPOTY, MOHSLI FOJIOBY M ellle pa3 MOCMOTpEI Ha JIyHY.
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I'. 3ananoB. «Metuc. AHreNn-XpaHuTeIb. DTa UCTOPUS He TOJIBKO O HEOOBIKHOBEHHOH cobake. DTa UCTOPHS O JIOOBH
U NIPEJAHHOCTH. DTa UCTOPUS O HAC C BAMU»

— Bor Ha Takywo u BotoT Hamm. U s korma-HuOyap cMory, kKak Cepblii XOTe, — MogyMall Tec.
Terneps yke HUKYa HE TOPOIISCh, TOOPEIT MPUXPaMbIBasi IPSIMO IO IIEHTPY JOPOTU B HEU3BECTHOCTD
Y BCKOpE MCUe3 B TEMHOTE.
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[". 3ananoB. «Mertuc. AHren-xpaHuTeb. ITa UCTOPHS HE TOJIbKO O HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM coOake. Ta UCTOPHS O JII0OBU
¥ NPEJAaHHOCTU. ITa UCTOPUS O HAC C BaMU»

I'nasa 3. Erepnb

Mertuc MeJieHHO Opesi 0 HOYHOMW jJopore. DMu30[ 3a MU30[0M BCIOMMHAJ OH BCIO CBOIO
MIOJIHYIO COOBITHI KM3HB. Bernen moMHMII Bce, YTO B Hel OBUIO XOPOIIEro M IIOXOro, TPyCTHOTO
u Becesioro. IlaMATh BHOBb M BHOBb BO3BpAlllajla €r0 B TOT JaJIEKW J€Hb, KOIJa OH COBCEM elle
KPOXOTHBIM LIIEHKOM CHZEJ 32 Ma3yXxoil craporo ereps. OH xXMypuJjcs OT JIyueil yTpeHHEro COJlHIA,
PasIISIIbIBAIT MEJIbKAIOIIHE IEPEeBbsl M KyCTAPHUKY M CJIBIIIAN CTPaHHOE OyJIbKaHbe MOTOPA CTAPOrO
Vasuka. ABTOMOOHIIb TPOMBIXJT U MBIXTEN TaK, YTO KA3aJIOCh, CKOPO 3aXJIEOHETCS] MJTM TIPOCTO pas-
JIETUTCS Ha KYCOYKHM OT HEUCTOBOM CKOPOCTH.

— INotepnu yyTOK, Masbllll, — 3aKpUYall CTapblil erepb, epeKpukuBasi peB Moropa. — CKopo
npueseM, J1a U HailieM TeOe X031Ha, IOK-MaKapek.

CrpaHHBII MyKHK NOyMaJl IIEHOK, pa3riisapiBas erepsi. Ha nepBbiil B3r1s O0IBIION U IpO3-
HBII, TaK ¥ UCXOIUT OT HETO OMACHOCTb, & Pa3rOBAPUBAET KaK JOOPBIM.

Crapblii erepb Muxasbly, Kak ¢ JI0OOBbIO Ha3bIBAJIM €T0 M BBIIIECTOSAIIEE HAYaJILCTBO, U OXOT-
HUKH, U 1aXe OpaKOHbEpbl, KOTOPHIX MUXaJIbId JIOBUJI JEHb ¥ HOUb, OBUT )KUBOI JIETEHJ0i 1 MECTHON
JAOCTOIPUMEYATETbHOCTBIO B OJJHOM JIMLIE.

JleHb 1 HOYb Kosecus1 MHXasblu MO CBOEMY €repcKoMy XO3sIIICTBY Ha CTapEHbKOM YasHKe,
CaMOOTBEPKEHHO M JIOTOIITHO BBITIOJHS CBOIO padoTy. Bcio CBOIO OAMHOKYIO JKM3HB MOCBSITUI OH
CITY’KEHHIO TIPUPOJIE U 3alllUTe ee OT CaMOro IVIABHOTO ee Bpara — 4eJI0BeKa.

MecTHBIM JKHUTEJISIM TIOPOM Ka3ajloch, YTO Jaxe JIECHbIe 3BepH, Bce 0e3 MCKIIIOUeHUSsI, 3HAIH
Y yBaKaJIM CTapOro U YECTHOI'O erepsl.

TeruioM 1 100pOTOM BesJIO OT 3TOTO YTPIOMOTO U HE pa3srOBOPUMBOIO YeJI0BeKa, U MeTuc egsa
TMOSIBUBILIMCh HA CBET, OLIYTUJI 3TO Ha ceOe B MOJTHON Mepe.

UYuxas 1 Kamuiss, Kak crapas 6a0yIika rnocie npocTybl, BJeTeN ya3uK B FOpOJ U, BbITYCKast
YepHbIe KITyObl IbIMa M3 BBIXJIOIMHOM TPYyOBl, HAPABUJICS B CTOPOHY BIIOImMMHOrO phIHKA.

BririagpiBas u3-3a nazyxu Muxassiua, MeTuc ¢ yauBjIeHUEM pasisabBall, Kak IPOHOCUIIUCH
MHMO JIOMa U CBETO(OPBI, KaK XOJUJIH JIIOIM IO TPOTyapam, & MUMO IPOoJIeTaar aBToMoOmIu. ’Ku3Hb
B TOpoJe KuIesa, 1 MajJeHbkoMy MeTucy Bce 3T0 ObUIO OueHb MHTepecHO. IIpu BcEM mpH TOM,
OH YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 B aOCOMIOTHON 0e30I1acHOCTH, Belb ¢ HUM Obl1 Muxaiisid, Kotopomy Metuc
MHTYUTHBHO JOBEPSL.

ITpunapkoBaB ya3uk B OTHOM U3 IpUJIeraoiux K biommHomy pbiHKY 1BOpoB, MUXaJsbIy Mpu-
kuMasi Mertuca K cBoell rpyau, IPOTUCHYJICA MeX 1y 0aOylleK TOPryloIuX BCAKOM BCATYMHOM U OKa-
3ajic B camoM LlenTpe BiommHoro pbiHka.

I[Mownckas riazamu cBOOOIHOE MECTO CPE/I TOPrOBLEB KOIIKAMU, COOAKaMH, TIOMyTasMH, pbIO-
KaMH U Ipyroil ’KMBHOCTbIO, MUXaJIbl4 CKPOMHO ITPUCEST Ha CTYNEHbKY OJIMKaiIlIel TOproBoii JIaBKH.
OH omycTui m1a3a OT CMyILEHHUs U N0JI0%UI MeTuca Ha KOJIEHH.

Toproulii ieHp Obul B camoM pasrape. Hapon cyetusca. TyT v TaM MeJbKaad poaUTeH
¢ aetbMu. KTO-TO TaImmi KJIeTKy ¢ KaHapelKo#, KTO-TO YHOCHJI JIYKOLIKO C MYIIUCTBIM NEPCUICKUM
KOTEHKOM, a KTO-TO MIPOCTO OPOIMIT MEX/LY PSIOB U LIEIKAT CEMEUKH OT Oe3/1elbsl.

Muxanbu cuesa TUXOHBKO Ha CTYINEHbKaxX M O3MPAICS MO CTOPOHaM B HaJexk[Je, YTo KTO-
HUOY/b TPOSIBUT 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh B 9TOM CEPOM KOMOYKE, MHUPHO IOCAIBIBAIOIIEM y HETO
Ha KOJICHSIX.

— Kakas mopona? — Bapyr ycibiman Muxaisld 3By4HBIH, Kak TpyOa Troioc U pe3Ko MOJHSIT
rojioBy. BonbIoi Asibka B I0pOroM MajibTO M KapakyJIeBOM IIAMKe CTOsUI epe] HUM C aBOCbKaMU
B 00enX pyKax, HAOMTBIMH BCEBO3MOKHOM €I0i. 3a CIMHOM JsIbKY CTOsUIa MUHUATIOpPHAS KEHIIHA,
OYEBHMJHO XEeHa, KOTOpasi MOJT4ya, M 0e3y4acTHO CMOTpeJia TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— OByapka 3T0, — HE MOPIHYB IJIa30M, cKa3ajl Muxaiblu, — Mecslla emMy ellle HeT, MaJloi
COBCEM, HAIOJIOBUHY HEMellKasi OBYapKa HAIOJIOBUHY BOJIK.
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MuHuaTIopHasi KeHIIMHA B3POrHY/Ia ¥ HEPBHO MPUHSLIACH AEPraTh AS/IbKY 32 PyKaB, MTPU3bI-
Bas MOCKOpee YWTH.

— Bonbiioi BepacTeT? — oiepruBas pykas, cipocui Muxanblua JIs/1pKa, U OCTaBUJI aBOCKU
Ha 3emJ110. — Jlauy oxpaHsTh CMOXKeT?

Muxanely OT pajiocTH, YTO XOTh KTO-TO 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS ILIEHKOM, 3aJIeNIeTal:

— Borpimoii Beipactet! OTel y Hero pa3mepoM ¢ MOJIOZIOTO TeJIEHKA ObLT, — M MUXaJIbld moKasasn
PYKOH, SIBHO MpeyBeIMurBasi pa3Mepbl, — a HacYeT Ja4yd, HOK-MakapeK, BOOOIIe He MepeKuBaiiTe,
MOpo/ia y OTLA €ro Takasl, YT0 OXPaHsM U OXPaHsIi.

— CKOMBbKO XOYeIIIb 32 Hero? — CipoCuJI JsiIbKa U 1oJie3 32 KOIeIbKoM. Muxasibsid o0eryeHHO
B3JIOXHYJI U C PaJIOCThIO BBIMAJIMII, IOTHUPAs JIAJOHU OT BOJTHEHUS:

— Taxk otnato, napom, KaJlko Majblia, MaJ€HbKUI COBCEM.

TyT BMemmanach MUHHUATIOpHAs keHIIMHA. [lo e€ mMaHepe pasroBapuBarh, ObUIO BHAHO, YTO
HACTPOEHa OHA HETaTUBHO:

— Caia, HaM Ha Jjaue ellle BOJIKOB HE XBaTajlo, BECH JIEC TyJa MOTAIIUTCS, KaK y3HAIOT €ro
COPOJMYH, YTO TAKOE HEBEJOMOE Uy/O Hallly 1ady oxpaHseT. Uto Oynem Torna aenars?

OHa ¢ ycureM Hadasia OTTaCKMBaTh OOJIBIIOTO AsbKY OT MuXaibiya, B CTOPOHY BBIXO/IA.

— INoroau, orel, — ckaza AsAbKa, — celuac ¢ JKEHIIMHOM yaaxy u 3a0epy TBOEro Kpacaslia,
caM TIoHUMael b, 6adba ectb 6a0a. Thl IOIEPXKHU €ro, s1 BEPHYCh Uepe3 rnapy MUHYT.

C 3T¥MU CIOBaMM CTpaHHAas TAPOYKa OTOIUIA B CTOPOHY M MPHUHSIACH YTO-TO OypHO 0OCYXK-
natb. OHU OKMBJIEHHO Pa3MaxMUBaJIM PyKaMU U U3peJKa MOIVISAbIBAIM B CTOPOHY Muxasblua U ero
nieHka. Ctapelil erepb IOHUMAs, YTO TeNeph CyIb0a COOAKM 3aBUCUT TOIBKO OT MUHHATIOPHOW KeH-
IIMHBI, TITyOOKO B3JOXHYJ M CHOBA CEJl Ha CTYIIEHBKY.

UrtoObl CKpHITH BOTHEHHE MUXasibld Havuasl HeyMeJIo JIeJlaTh BU, YTO EMY COBEPILIEHHO HEe UHTe-
PECHO, YeM 3aKOHYHUTCSI CIIOBECHAsI OaTalis sTYSHKH OOIIECTBA U TIPUHSIICS PA3IJIsIBIBATh IPOXOKUX
¢ aesoBbIM BuioM. CuTyaliys HakalInusack 10 npeaeda.

— A MOXHO MHe? — ycibliai Muxasbid 3a CIIMHOW TOJI0C U OT YIMBJIEHUS JIaxe MOTep IJ1a3a.

Mornonoi napeHb B HOBEHbKOU (pOpME KypcaHTa CTOsLI MEpejl HUM M BOCTOP:KEHHO CMOTpE
Ha 1eHKa. OH CUJIbHO BOJTHOBAJICS, IEPEMUHASCH C HOTU Ha HOTY.

— A MoxHO MHe? — IToBTOpUII KypcaHT ¢ Jpokbio B rojoce. — MHe oueHb HyKHO, 51 Bce JIETO
koruJi. [loxanyiicrta, y MeHsl BOT, CTOJIbKO XBaTUT? C 3TUMU CJI0BaMH, OH JOCTaJl U3 HarpyaHOro
KapMaHa aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHBIE HECKOJIbKO JIEHEKHBIX KYIMIOp M NPOTsHY1 ux Muxansiay. Erepb
PaBHOIYIIIHO TIOCMOTPEJ Ha JIEHbIM U OIVISIHYJICS C TPEBOTOM HAa CTPAaHHYIO CEMEWHYIO napy, 1ocie
Yero npooopMoTal Mmpo ceds YTO-TO HEBHITHOE M MOCMOTPEN MapHIO MPsIMO B r71a3a. OrpoMHbIe,
YHCThIE, YBEPEHHBIE U BMECTE C TeM JI0OpHbIe I1a3a CMOTpey Ha Muxasbiya ¢ MOJTbOOH U OTYAsTHBEM.

— ToI TOTO, 3TO, HOK-MaKapeK, MamaH, yoepu JeHbri. — MUXasbd XJIOMHYI ceOsl TI0 KOJIEHKe
U B cepalax BOCKIMKHYI. — 1 oTkyza Tl Takow B3swyicst? Thl KTO BOOOIIE, CONAATUK ?

— U3 yunnmina 1, — oTBETWII KypcaHT, — BoeHHoe yuwmiuie 31ech HealleKko, 3HaeTe?

Muxasbely ouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK KOMOK MOJACTYIMJI K TOpILy, NEPE] HUM CTOSUT YEJIOBEK, KOTO-
POMY JEeWCTBUTENIBLHO ObLT HEOOXOIMM 3TOT IEHOK, erepb MOHSUT 3TO AyIon u cepateM. OH MpoXuI
JONTYIO KU3Hb U OYEHb XOPOIIIO, pa30upascs B JIIOASX.

— Cobaky xouellib, rOoBOpHIIb? — cripocisl Muxasbd. OH Mpurces Ha CTYNEHbKY U 3HAKOM ITpH-
IJ1aCWJ1 TTAPHS TIPUCECTb PSIOM C HUM.

— OueHb X041y, — OTBETUJI KypCaHT, — OOJIbIIIe BCETO Ha cBeTe Xouy. S 3a00oTutCs o Hem, Oymy,
MOOUTh €ro, KOPMHUTH XOPOIIO. fl yXke M Ha KyXHe JIOTOBOPUJICA. A TIOTOM, KOTJja OH BBIPACTET, MBI
MOWAEM C HUM CIIY’KUTb B apMuio. MHe IlerpoBry pacckasbiBall, UTO 3TO, OUEHb CEMYaC HYXKHO.

Muixasbiu moyecan 3aTbUIOK U TPOMKO XJIOIHYJI ceds TIO IPYroi KOJICHKE.

— Bor, iiok-makapexk, 3amada! — BOCKJIMKHYI erepb ¥ MOCMOTPENT Ha JpeMitioniero 6e33a00THO
mieHka. Tor MupHo nocansiBasl y Muxaiielya Ha pyKax, 4yTh IOAEpPruBasi KOHUMKOM XBOCTA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT, Js1/IbKa C aBOChKAMU M MMHUATIOPHOM KEHOM MOojIoIeT K Muxabiay:
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— Bce, moroBopmiicsi. CMenocth ropojia OepeT, a TyT KeHIIUHY YOeIuTb, Th(y, Mpole mapeHou
pembl. [laBaii, otell, cBoero mca Bomuucroro cioga. [oiiny s emy 1enb nokymnarh. IlycTs ¢ geTcTBa
NpuydvaeTcs, — C STUMH CIIOBaMU JsiIbKa cena mar K Muxaisday HamepeBasich B3sITh COOAKY.

Muixasnbid ObICTPHIM B3IJISIOM TIOCMOTPEN Ha MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBeKa, TOT CTOSUT HU JKUBOM, HU
MEPTBBII OT TAKOTO TIOBOPOTa COOBITHH, 3aTEM TIepeBe B3IUIs] Ha MeTnca, KOTOpPBIH ykKe POCHYJICS
¥ MOTaJI TOJIOBOH Ty/a-CloJja, He TOHMMAsl, Yero OT Hero XOTAT. B yrop mocMoTpet Ha pelmTeIbHOro
JSIBKY.

— Her! — Orpezan Muxaisry, — [lleHka ve otnao! — U emie 6onee pemmrebHO TOCMOTPE
Ha 0OOMJIEBIIIETO JISIbKY.

— Kak 310? — BO3MyTUJICS J151/1bKa, — MBI K€ JOrOBapUBAIUCH ?

— 4 mepenymait, — ckazan Muxasisld ¥ moOeJOHOCHO YJIBIOHYBIIKCh, IOCMOTPEIT Ha MCITyTaH-
HOTO TMapHs, — BOT BHYKY CBOeMy OTJaM. [IaBHO XOTes CIIyXUBBI co0aKy-To ceOe, HOK-MaKapek,
o0ernan s, a cJIoBO, OHO He BopoOeit. [Tpoctu asizist, He OTaaM coOaKy.

— DX, a elle B3pOC/blid YeJIOBEK, — Pa30yapoBaHO MPOMBIYAI JsAbKA U Hayal MOAHUMATh
C 3€MJIU CBOM aBOCHKH, — J1a HY TeOsI ¥ TBOIO TIOJT[YKPOBKY K YepTY, TOJIBKO BpeMsi U3-3a TeOsI TOTepsi.
[TycTh 3a0upaeT 3Ty MIaBKy, He 0YEHb-TO M XOTEJIOC.
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KoHen 03HaKOMHUTEJIBHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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