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IIpoJior

— Yersipe kpenoctu Bo3aBurHyThl. Kak u nosenesan Koren Hencrosbiit, — nponsnéc OypeH,
CTapIIMil 304Mil IPU UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOpE.

— bnaropapio Bac, 4To em€ pa3 HAIOMHWIM HaM 00 3TOM, — C SIBHBIM IIPU3PEHUEM K HEMY
obparmics ['yapod, reHepasn ceapMoro jermona. — A Terepp jAaBaiTe MepeiieM K Oosee BaKHBIM
BOIPOCAM, KacaloIUMCS. ..

Ero peus npepBas HaCTOMUYMBHIN Kalesb. I'y1pod ¢ Hey10BOJIbCTBUEM B3IVISAHYJ HA IPUUUHY
nryma. CTapuk-3004Mi KalUIsUl B KYJIaK, HO OT B3IVIAJa FEHepaja HE YCKOJBb3HYJ TOT (pakT, 4To
OypeH, comporasce BCEM TEJIOM, BCE ;K€ BHUMATEIBHO CJIEANIT 3a UMIIEpaTopoM. M Kak TOJIBKO cTa-
PUK MoiiMal B3MJIsA]] BJAJbIKH, €r0 XBOPb MOMEHTAJIBHO UCYE3Ia.

— Bame CemneiitectBo! — ¢ oksnoHom odparwmics OypeH K ummneparopy. — [Ipocture Mmoo
HACTOMUYMBOCTB, HO 5 IPOCTO 00s13aH cKa3aTrh BaM. IIposiBUTEe CHUCXOK/IEHHE, BBICTYILIAWTE CTapHKa.

«Bor crapsiii ragénsin! — 3akunen ['ypnod. — 3a cepiMM BOJIOCAMU CKPBIBAET OecrpeesbHyI0
XUTPOCTb U HAIJIOCTh, & elIE Ha3biBaeT ceds MyaperoM! Hy, Hudero, B 3ToM roposie nojHO TEMHBIX
NIepPEeyJIKOB, IIe €r0 MOTYT MOMAKUAATH KPYITHbIE HEMTPUATHOCTH Ha ero 6opomy!»

Mmnepatop Monya cMOTpesl Ha CTapuKa M HUKTO HE CMeJ MpepBaTh 3aTSHYBILYIOCS Iay3y.
DHEPrUYHbIN, €1Ba Pa3MEHSABIINN TPETUM AECATOK JlopMuUrep DiUIapruoH yXKe CJIABUJICS CBOEU MyJI-
poctbio. HeoqHOKpaTHO OH IPUHMMAJT pelleH s, BCs 3aTesi KOTOPBIX MOJTHOCTBIO PACK PhIBAJIACH ITPO-
CTBIM OOBIBAaTEJISIM JIMIIIb CITyCTSl HECKOJBKO JieT. M BOT ceiiyac OH CHJEN, CIOBHO BBICEYEHHBIH
U3 KaMHs, U Pa3MBIILUIUL, KaKOH c/ietaTh ClIeTyIoni X0/,

— T'oBopu, — npousHéc oH, u ['yprnod ycibian B310X 00eryeHust CTapukKa.

— Bame Cemienectso, kak BCeM HaM U3BECTHO, KOreH 3aBelnian XpaHUThb Hallle rocy1apCcTBO
OT Bcex ero Bparos. Korzma oH npukasasn Bo3BecTH NepBylo TBepabiHio, Ckany Toppaka...

— Crapuk, Tsl coBceM BbukMII U3 yMa! IlepBas tBepabiHa — 310 KpoHa AKKapus, TO MECTO, THIe
TBl HAXOUIICA B IAHHBIA MOMEHT. ITO Jaxke AeTAM u3BecTHO! — ['yirpod ¢ mpuspenuem ycraBuics
Ha 307q4ero: «Jles, moxoxe, TPOHYJICS YMOM Ha CTApOCTH JIET. YiKke JaBHO ObLIO TOpa MOABICKUBATh
€My 3aMeHY B COBETE».

— Be1, yBakaeMblil reHepaJ1, Majlo YuTaeTe KHUT. A eciii Obl BaC MHTEpeCcOBaJla NCTOPUSI HAIIIETO
rocy/1apcTBa, TO Bbl 3HaJIM Obl, 4TO MMeHHO Ckasla Toppaka siBiisieTcsl IepBOil TBEPABIHEN, C YbETO
CTPOMTENILCTBA M HayaJlaCh UCTOPUsI BO3BE/IEHUs MMOAOOHBIX KPErnocTel, — 30141l TIoyJas ero Haj-
MEHHBIM I0JIOCOM, CJIOBHO ITEPe/l HUM CHJIEeJI HE COBETHUK CaMOro MMIIEpaTopa, a KAKOM-TO IIKOJAP. —
ITpocrure, a npononxky. Tak Bor, korga Koren npukasan Bo3sectu Ckaity Toppaka, oH 3HaJl, 4TO
PaHO WJIM TIO3/IHO TEPMAHIIBl BHOBB MONBITAIOTCS HAHECTH HaM BU3HT. U uis ObUT BCTABIIEH B CTEHY
NOCTIe/IHNI KaMeHb, KaK ero JorajKa OlpaBaaiach: TEPMaHIIbl, cOOpaB OECCUETHOE BOKCKO, IBHHY-
much Ha Hac. Ckana Toppaka Torga ciepkajia UX MOTYMILA U MOAOCHEBIINE BOBpeMs J00JIECTHbIE
JIETMOHBI IIPOTHAJIM BPAroB ¢ HalMX 3eMelb. Mctopus Tperbeil TBepabiHu — bank-Xapsl, HIeHTUYHA
cyapOe Ckasbl, pa3inyue JUilb B HanagaBMx Ha Hac BparoB. C KpoHoil 1 Manccoit Bc€ U Tak
noHATHO. KpoHa — cepatie umnepuu, a Manucca — BOCTOUHbIE BpaTa B Haily crpaHy. Ho, ectb emg
koe-4to. EcTb e ogHo 3aBemanue Korena, KoTopoe Mbl POITYCTHIIM MUMO YIIIEH.

— W 4ro ke ckazan Mou npeoK?

«[Tpoknsareiil crapukan! Teneps Hamemy ceriomy Hopmurepy crajno uatepecHo! Urob teds
yepBu coxpanu!» — ['yiapod.

— CeBepy HyxHa 3amuTa. KameHs u cuia.

— Ot Koro? — ynuBuJicst umrneparop. — Ha ceBepe, Kak st 3HaI0, TOJIBKO OJIEHEBO/BI 1a KUTOOOU.
3a4yeM HaM HyKHa TaM KpErnocThb?

— Koren He ckazayn. Ho, oH mpousHOCHUJI Mof0OHbIE CJI0Ba, KOrJa AEN0 Kacaloch KakIOW
13 TBepbIHb. U yike CylliecTBOBaHUE TPEX TBEPBIHD U3 YETHIPEX ce0s onpasasio. Baie Ceeteiiie-
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CTBO, HE s IPUIyMaJl 3TH CJIoBa. $1 BBIYMTAJ UX B OHOHM M3 KHUT, HAIIMUCAHHOM JeTonuciieM KoreHa.
W ecnu Tam ecThb 9TH CJI0BA, 3HAYUT, TaK OHO 1 ObLIO. BBl %ke 3HaeTe, Balll MpeIoK HUKOT/IA He IMyCKa
CJIOBa Ha BeTep.

— 3Halo, — 1ocJie MPOIOKUTETBHOTO MOTYaHUsI OTBETUII UMIiepatop. — Bel mpeniaraere Bo3-
BECTH €IE O/IHY TBEPIIBIHIO?

— Ha. Ho, He npocto tBepapiHio. Koren ckazan «Kamenb u cuity». [ToHATHO, 4TO KaMeHb — 3TO
KpenocThb. A cuna... f qymaio, cuna — 310 Marust. OH XOTeN YCUIIUTb 3Ty KPETroCTb MaraMmu, BOT YTO
s AyMalo.

— Bpen! Dto nomueiit 6pen! OypeH, BbI XOTUTE TIOCTPOUTH MOTYUYIO KPETIOCTh Ha CAaMOM Kpato
ceBepa, Ja elié BHICTABUTh B HEll rapHU30H MaroB? Bel coBceM M3 yma BBUKIIM? Y HAC JIeHeT He XBa-
TaeT Ha CofIepXKaHue apMUH, a BBl XOTUTE OPOCATHCS TOpaMH 30J10Ta JIUIIb ISl TOTO, YTOOBI CAMOMY
BO3BeECTH elié ofHy Kpenoctb. Kpenocts umenu Bac! Ot koro Ham 3amuimarsest Tam? OT MOPCKUX
ceunerr? Vnm ot oneneBooB? $1 choemnan ams ceOs BBIBOM, YTO Bbl HE TIOHUMAETe, O YEM TOBOPHTE.
Hawm He Hy’XHa 3Ta KpernocTh, XOTh OHa Oy/IET TPYX/Ibl OOJIbIIIe JII0O0H Apyroi TBepaAbIHA. CIKOHOM-
JIEHHbIE HA €€ BO3BEJCHUH CPEJICTBA JIyUIlle ITyCTUTh HA HYK/Ibl apMUU WK (IoTa.

— I'enepaut, BbI HE MIOHUMAETE. . .

— D710 BBl HE MOHMMaeTe! Bbl OTKanau riue-To B MbUIA KaKUe-TO HEMOHSTHBIE CJIOBA O 3aIUTE
ceBepa. Ckaxure MHe, OypeH, CKOJIbKO MPOIIJIO BpeMeHH ¢ Tex nop, korga Koren npousnéc ux? 4
BaM OTBeYY: OOJIbIIIe THICSYH JieT! Bosbliie THICSUYM JIeT MPOIILIO ¢ TeX MOp, KaK BEIMKUN UMIIepaTop
pacnopsaAnIICs MOCTPOUTH KPENOCTh, OH 32 9TU TO/Ibl TAK HUYETO U He MPOU3011LI0. HUKTO He mprimén
C ceBepa, HUKTO He Harasl Ha Hac U3 CHEroB.

— VYcnokortech, ['yprnod, — AoHECCS 10 HEro pa3MepeHHbIN rojoc uMmreparopa. — S oueHb
OnarozapeH BaM, 4To Bbl TaK 3a00TUTECh O Ka3He. Ho mporiry, mycTh Ka3HOH 3aHMMAaeTCsl Ka3HaueH,
CTPOUTEILCTBOM 30/14Mii, a BOMHOM reHepasl. CTpaHOM ke MpaBUTh AOJKEH umreparop. Y iMeHHO
MMIIepaTop JOJUKEH MPUHSTH PellieHne, CTPOUTh UM He CTPOUTh, — ['yprnod nobneanen, a Jopmu-
rep, TeM BPEMEHEM, CHsUI C TOJIOBBI CBOI0 KOPOHY. — MOH IpeioK co3all 9Ty CTpaHy, — MPOU3HEC
OH, BepTs1 e€ B pyKax U MpoOys MajblieM Ha OCTPOTY KaXIbIil U3 JBEHAIaTH 3yO1oB. — 1 Obu10 OB
HECIPaBeJIMBO C HACMEIIIKOW OTHOCUTBCS K €ro cioBaM. Eciu oH Tak ckasaji, BO3MOXKHO, OH 3HAJ
ropaszio OoJIblIIe, YeM ceifuac 3HaeM Mbl, — UMIIEPATOP BEPHY/I CIMBOJI BJIACTH Ha TOJIOBY U TIOCMOT-
pein B rmaza ['ypnody. — Bbl, reHepar, oTripaBiisieTech Ha CEBEp M MPoOBeJETe pa3BeaKy. Bol moaro-
TOBUTE MECTHOCTh K TIPUOBITUIO CTpoUTesiel U odecrieunte uM Oe3onacHocTh. OypeH, BaM s JIaio
TMOJIro/ia Ha TO, YTOOBI cOOpaTh HEOOXOMUMBIX JIIOACH [Tl BO3BEJCHUS ITOM KpenocTu. Tak ke Bbl
Oynere coTpyaHun4aTh ¢ apxumaroM TepeBrucom. OH MOMOXET BaM B Marm4ecKMX BOMpOcax. ApXu-
Mar, — IMIlepaTop MepeBEn B3MIsA] Ha enié OMHOTO CTapUKa, — Bl JOJDKHBI OyleTe BHIOpaTh Maros,
C KOTOPbIMHU U TMOEAETE Ha CTPOMUTENILCTBO uepe3 noiroaa. 3oqunid OypeH y4TeT Bce Ballli MOXKe-
JIaHWSI OTHOCHUTEJIBHO Marn4ecKoy MpeApactolokeHHOCTH HOBOHM TBepAbHU. WTak, sl Bac Tpoux
CerofHsiIIHee 3acelaHre OKOHYEHO. [Iporry mpucTynarh K BHITOJIHEHUIO MOETO TIOPYYeHHUSI.

I'ypnod nonHsica B HenoymeHnH. «[IpOKJIATHIN cTapriKaH He TOJIBKO YTOBOPUJI CAMOTO UMIIe-
paropa Ha 3T0 6e3yMCTBO, TaK emeE U MeHsl MoAcTaBuIL. Tenepb MpUAETCs JOKUBATh OCTATOK CBOUX
JHel Ha ceBepe. YEPTOB moaxaanuM» — MBICJIEHHO TTpokjivHail oH Oypena. OH BbIILIeN U3 3aj1a 3ace-
JOaHUH ¥ 0O0epHYJICs. 32 HUM CJIe/IOBAJT 033aJaueHHBIN apXUMar, a 3aMbIKaJI ITPOIECCHIO CaM 30/T4HiA,
CKBO3b PaCTpENaHHyIo OOPOIY KOTOPOro MpoduBasiach MoOeIOHOCHAS YIIBIOKA.
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1. KiieTka

W3 ero rpymu BHIPHIBAIUCH XPUITBI, €0 HOTH TOPEJIH OT YCTAJIOCTH, HO OH HE MOT OCTAHOBHUTBCS.
OCTaHOBUTHCS — 3HAUUT yMepeTh. Ha ero myTu BO3HMK MepTBell, OYITO I'yCTOM TyMaH caM ITOPOJIUIT
ero. CTeH Ha X0y 3aHEC KJIeBell HaJl TOJIOBOM M yAApUJI €ro, 4To ObLIo crit. KocTb XpycTHya, yCTynuB
B IIPOYHOCTH KeJIe3y, U MEPTBEII MOBAJIMJICS Ha MATKHUE, MOKPBIThIE MXOM KOUKH. CTeH MepeKyBbIPK-
HYJICSI Yepe3 CTBOJI IOBAJICHHOTO AiepeBa U orisiHyIcss. CKBO3b Oeyio MesieHy TO TYT, TO TaM BUJIHE-
JICh OYEPTAaHMSI pACKAYMBAOIIUXCS TelT. Ml XOTh OHM IOCTOSIHHO CITOTHIKAJIUCH U Ma1a)Ti OH MOHUMAJT,
YTO 3Ty TOHKY €My He BHIUTpath. OH CIUTIOHYIT U MOJHSUICS Ha HOrM. BHE3aIHo B ero CiuHy BIETHIUCH
xoJioaHble pyku, 1 CTeH ¢ pa3BOpOTa yAapu/l HaMaBIIEro Ha HEro MepTBelia JJOKTEM, BJIOKHUB B yaap
BCIO CBOIO 3710CTh. HeskMBOE TeJ0 MOTepsiyio paBHOBECHE U KYBBIPKHYJIOCH Yepe3 OpeBHO, uepes KOTo-
POe TOJIBbKO UTO nepeBayiwiicsl oH caM. CTeH pa3MaxHyJICsl CBOM JIDOMMBIM MOJIOTKOM M pa3MO3XKHUT
Yyepernymniky oonauuky. TEMHast )Kuka pasjeTenach BO BCe CTOPOHbI, HO CTEH yXUTPHUIICS YBEPHYThCSI
OT JIETAIIUX B Hero Karesib. OH pa3BepHYJICS M BHOBb MOOEKal CKBO3b ToIU. KopoTkas repepliika
MpUaIa eMy CUJ, HO HOTH BCE Tak ke ObUTH OObATH BHYTPEHHUM IJIaMeHeM. «EIE HeMHOro 1 oHM
OTKaXyT», — PEIIWI OH, B OYePEIHON pa3 CIIOTKHYBIIKChH U HBIPHYB B JICASHYIO OOJOTHYIO KHKYy. OH
XJIEOHYJT BOJMIIBI M TIOTHSJICS, MTOATATUBAsCH PYKOH 3a KaKOe-TO TOHKOE JIepeBIIe.

Bokpyr 6ponunm Boccrasive u CTeH, BOCHOIL30BABIINCH HEOKUIAHHOM TIEPE/IBIIIKOM, OTJIs-
ernics, pelnasi, Kyaa Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy cBepHyTh. C TeX TOp, Kak OH MOKMHYJI CBOM OTPsijl, OH MOT
TOJILKO HAJIEATHCS, UTO YBEN 32 COOOM BCEX, MITM XOTS Obl OOJIBIYIO YacTh MepTBelioB. OH cam cebe
caesaj PUroBop, a Terepb Y Hero MOsIBIJIACh HaIekKa, YTo OH BCE ke CMOXKET BBIOPAThCS OTCIOAA
kuBbIM. HO ¢ Kask/ipIM THEM OHa Tasijla: HeMPOHHUIIAEMbIH TYMaH MOKPbIBAJI O0JIOTA U JJaKe CONHEY-
HBIE JTy41 He MOTJI TPOOUTHCSI CKBO3b ITY Oesiécyto creHy. OH He MOT OIpe/ie/InTh, B KAaKOW CTOpPOHE
ceBep, a B Kakou or. CojHIla, Kak U 3BE3]1, He ObUIO BUJHO, ]a U MOX POC TIOBCIOAY, HE BhIOMpasi
HUKaKHe CTOPOHBI JPEBECHBIX CTBOJIOB. 3a MOJITOpA JIHS CKUTAHUH 10 0OJI0TaM OH CBOpauMBall yKe
THICAYY Pa3, HO TaK W He HAIEN BBIXOJA U3 CMEPTEILHOTO JTabupuHTa. Ero MOMOT mpoOwI AecATKY
THUJIBIX TOJIOB, @ TPOTUBHUKOB HE CTAHOBMIIOCH MeHbIIie. OHM OpOIUIIN Be3Jie, Ky/a Majia ero B3rIsi
u CteH Oesxan Tyna, rae ux ObUIO MEHBIIIE.

B riepBblIii ieHb OH JIyMaJl, 4TO KUTh €My OCTAJIOCh CYUUTAHHBIC YaChl, HO HACTYINJIA HOYb, U OH
3aMeTHJI, YTO MEPTBEIbI, OOBATHIE XOJOIHBIM TYMaHOM, BeAyT cedst Oosee Bsio, 4eM 00brdHO. OHU
Opocarch Ha HEro JIMIIb B TOM CJIydae, ecid OH TIOIXOAWJI K HUM COBCeM BIPHUTHIK. [ToaToMy OH
nepeOusT BOKPYT ceOs1 Kak MOXKHO OOJTbIIIe BOCCTABIIIUX M CTIOKOMHO TTPOCU/IE]T Ha MEHEUKE HECKOJIBKO
4acoB, BCE ke He peliasich 3aCHYTh. TOr0 BPEMEHU €MY XBaTHJIO, YTOObI XOPOIIIEHHKO BOCCTAHOBUTh
CHJIBI, HO TeTIeph OH BHOBb ObLIT Ha rpaHu. CTeH ke BHIKMHYJI IIIUT, TAK KaK TOT CTaJl CITUIIIKOM TSIKE.
OH y:xe OIyMbIBaJl U30aBUTHCS U OT KOJIbUYT'H — BCE-TAKH MOJICOTHU (PYHTOB XOPOIIO MOBJIHSUTN ObI
Ha BBIHOCJIMBOCTh, HO YTO-TO OCTAHABJIMBAJIO €TI0 OT IPUHATHSI TAKOTO PEICHHUS.

CTeH 3amMeTw1, 4TO OIMH M3 MEPTBEIOB MOJOIIEN K HEMY CIUIIKOM Onm3ko. OH MopHsIICS
U pa3HEC TOMY uYepen CHJIbHBIM ynapoM. Kiieell oH Bcerga aepxkan B pyke, HAKMHYB Ha 3alsiCThe
PEMEIIIOK, YTOOBI HU B KOEM Clly4ae He MoTepsATh opykue. OH emié pa3 oCMOTpeJics ¥ BHIOpaJI Halpas-
nenue. CTeH CHOBA MOMYAJICS MO OOJOTHBIM KOUKaM, €CJIM 3TO CJIOBO BOOOIE ObUIO MPUMEHUMO
K ero ckopocty. OH MPOCTO TalUJICS YyTh-4yTh OBICTPEE, Y€M ero HETOPOIUIMBBIC TIPECIIC/IOBATEIH.
BoT ToBbKO 3TH camble Tpec/ieoBaTe/ M He HYXAAIUCh B OT/IbIXE, M OH 3TO MPEKPACHO MOHUMAJ.
«Emg 4yTh-uyTh, U 51 0TCIONA BHIOEPYCh», — MOAOAIPUBAII OH ce0s1, HO BpeMs 1110, a OOJIOTO Ka3aloch
OeckoHeyHbIM. Tak MOIXOIMII K KOHILy BTOPOM JA€Hb ero OmyKAaHui 1o 00JI0TaM, CKUTaHUNA MEKTy
MYTHBIMU CHTY3TaMHU JePEeBbeB U OETCTBY OT OECIOIaJHOrO Bpara.

CTeH NOBepHYJICS U 3aMETWII, YTO KOJMUYECTBO IMPEC/IeJOBABIINX €r0 MEPTBEIIOB BO3POCIIO.
OH npubaBI X0y, HO TYT €My CHOBA IPUIILIOCh CBEPHYTh, TaK Kak IMyTh MEPErOpOArIa OYepe/-
Has Tojra MEPTBBIX. M TIOKa KOJIbIIO MEPTBELIOB eIlE He YCIeI0 COMKHYThCSI, OH TIOTHAXA U yCIe
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BBIPBATHCS U3 OKPYkeHUs mouTu Oe3 60s1. Tereps 3a ero cCuHoM 0Opa3oBaiack 1esasi TOJNa HeXKUTH,
Y OH BCIIOMHMUJI CBOM TIEPBBIN JIeHb OTYKIaHHUs 10 OOIOTaM.

Torna oH MeTIsI MeXIy TPSCMHAMU M MEPTBEIlbl, JUIIEHHBIE CIOCOOHOCTA OOXOAUTh CMep-
TeJIbHbIE JIOBYIIKH, MOMAJali B HUX JECATKAMH, TeM cambIM jAaBasi (opy yoerawomemy OT HHX
KUBOMY 4esioBeKy. Ho Terepp ero okpyxasa JMIIb MO MUKOJIOTKY 3aTOIJICHHAs 3€MJIsl, TOKPBITasI
HACKBO3b ITPOMOKIIIM MXOM, U €MY OCTaBajach JIMIIb OHO — Oexath. V1 oH Oexal, cTapasch yBelu-
YUTh PACCTOSIHUE MEX/Ty COOOM ¥ ero 0e3MOJIBHBIMU TOHYMMH. «Jl0 HOUM HAJ0 KaK MOXHO CHJIbHEe
OTOPBAaThCS OT HUX, — KPYTUJIACh B €TI0 roJIoBe MbICTIb. — Houb nprHecéT MHe criaceHue». Ho, moxosxe,
oH ommmbascs. HeBuamumoe comHIie CKIIOHUIIOCHh 32 TOPU30HT, a TOJIIIa MEPTBELIOB AaXe He COOMpaach
ocTaHaBMBaThCs. [Toxoxe, COMBIINCH B OTPOMHYIO Ky4y, Ha HUX IepecTalia IelCTBOBATh Marusi HOU-
Horo TymaHa. CTeH HavyaJl 3aMevarh, YTO PACCTOSTHUE MEX/Iy HUM U €ro IpecieoBaTe/ MU Ha4alo
cokpamiatbcst. OH BCE OoJblle CIIOTHIKAJICS B TEMHOTE, a BOT MEPTBEIaM ObLJIO BCE paBHO — HOYBIO
OHH IILTH TaK ke 0O/Ipo, KaK U JHEM.

I[epBblii, 7OOpaBIIMICS 1O HETO BOCCTABILIHIA, MOMTYYHJI MOJIOTOM B BUCOK. KocTh XpycTHyna,
MepTBel] yraj, a CTeH mpoaokui cBo€ 6erctBo. Horu HbUTH OT O0JIH, HO CTpaX ObITh 32KMBO CheJIeH-
HBIM BBIKMMAJI U3 HETO TMOC/IeTHIE CUJTbI, M BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH OH Mpofokan 6exarb. EMy HaBcTpeuy
BBICKOUMJIM Cpa3y Tpoe MEPTBBIX. OJHOTO OH yAapwII MO roOJIOBE, TIOBTOPHO OTIIPABJISisl TOTO HA TOT
CBET, CJIE/YIONIETO TOIKHYJ PYKOSITBIO, @ TPETHETO MOIBITAJICS TPOCKOYUTh. XOJIOAHAS pyKa MEPTBOU
XBaTKOH BIIENJIACH B €70 CBAJISIBILIECS BOJIOCH U TIOTsIHYNA Ha3ad. CTeH MOBEPHYJICS, MepeXBaTUI
ero pyky u A€pHyn Ha cebs. OHa oTopBajach OT Tejla M MOBUCTA MEPTBBIM Ipy30oM, Noka CTeH BKO-
JlaYMBas B TOJIOBY Bpara cBoil MonoT. Cpas3uB Bpara, OH W30aBUJICSI OT OTBPATHTENIBHOTO MOIAPKa
Y TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI TPOJOJIKUTh OEICTBO, HO HE TYT-TO OBLJIO: 1eIasi OpaBa HEXKUTH HAaJBUTIaJIach
Ha Hero ¢ Toi cTopoHsl, U CTEH CHOBA CBEPHY.I, IBITASICh HAWTU BEPHBI Iy Thb U3 3TOW JIOBYUIKHU. YbK-
TO PYKH CXBaTWJIY €r0 32 IJIeY0, HO OH JaXe He OCTAaHOBWJICS — JIUIIb JEPHYJICS BIEPEN U YCIIbIIIAT
XpycT Jomaronmxcs najpieB. CKploueHHbIe KUCTH BCE vallle MeJbKaau rnepen ero jguioM u CteH
HayaJ MOHMMAaTh, YTO Ha TOT pa3 OH mnonajics. He ocTaHaBnMBasch, OH HAaHEC yaap MO BHICKOUMB-
ieMy M3-3a JepeBa MepTBelly. TOT ynaj, HO ero MecTo 3aHsi1 Apyroi. Eme onun yaap no ouepea-
HOM TOJIOBE, U CJIEAYIOIIMI MTPOTUBHUK roBepxkeH. CTeH KMHYJICS B OCBOOOAMBIIUICS OT MEPTBELIOB
KOPHIIOP, HO U TYT ero xJaia Heynaua. OH, He OCTaHABJIMBAsICh, BPE3JICSI B MEPTBOTO U TOT CBAJIMJICS
K ero HoraMm. Ero caror Bpe3aJicsi B BUCOK BOCCTABILIETO, €UIE yaap — ¥ THUJIasi TOJIOBA pasJieTesnach
Ha Kycouku. CTeH pa3BepHYJ/ICS U He Vs, MaXHYJI PYKOW C 3akaThiM B Hel KieBlieM. Cpasy Tpu
IeJI BCTPETHIIMCh Ha €ro IMyTH, HO JIMIIb OfIHA U3 HUX CBaIMJIach Ha 3emiio. OH peru MpUuHsTh
6011, cBol rocyeaauii 6oit. Ero kynak ¢ xpycTom BHIOWI 3yObl HanaBieMmy MeprtBelly. He:xuBoe Teno
OTJIETEJIO Ha3a]l, a €r0 MEeCTO 3aHsUI CIIEAYIONNI BOCCTaBIIUI. MOJIOT MOJTHUEN PacceK BO3IyX, pac-
KaJiblBasi YepenyIiKky Bpary, Ho He ycriesql CTeH OTABIIATLCS, KaK HOBasl 1eJib BO3HUKIIA Niepe] IJia-
3amu. CTeH 3a0pajl ¥ BOTHAJ KJIIOB KJIEBIa B BUCOK 0e33y00My MepTBelly, BBIIEPHYJ €r0 U HaHEC
emg ynap, u emg, u eme. CTeH Kpudas, pelyali, Ol MOJIOTOM, PyKaMH M HOTaMU, U OTCTYIaJ TOJ
HeMpeK paranInuMcs HaropoM TBapei. OH OWIcs Tak, Kak HUKOra eme He OWICS, HO MOHUMA,
YTO MOOEANUTH HE CMOXKET.

— Hy, nasaii! Bo3bMu mensi! OTpoabe! — opajt OH HACTYNAOIMM Ha HETrO pas3jiaraioimcs Tpy-
nam. — Bot oH s1! Yto, c1a60?! — cripocrit OH y MEPTBOTO C MPOJIOMJICHHBIM YePETioM, TTO3HAKOMHUB-
IIIAMCSI C €TO JIIOOMMBIM OPYXKHEM.

Ero Hora ynépnack B siexxadee OpeBHo. CTeH 0OepHYJICS HA MIHOBEHHE W YBUEIN, UTO C3aU
HEero HUKOTO HET, ¥ OH MPHUHSUICS HAHOCUTH yAaphl MO HAMHMPAOIIUM Ha HEro MEPTBBIM. Yaap,
ynap, emeé ynap! Kazanock, uM Het koHIIa, ¥ KjieBel] CTeHa Bcera HauaeT cebe ouepeIHyIo roJioBy,
KOTJJa MpaK MOPOIWI 1IeTyio opAy BparoB. [IIOTHOH CTEHON OHM HABAIMJIMCh Ha YKe OCAKIAIONINX
CreHa BOCCTaBIIIMX, a T€ B CBOIO ouepe/b cBamnch Ha CteHa. CTeH NoTepsiyl paBHOBECHE, MaxHYJI
PyKaMu ¥ yral, CHOTKHYBILKCH O OpPEBHO, 10 9TOTO Jiexkaree 1moj ero Horamu. OH BCKOUMJI HA HOTH
1 yke coOMpaJICsi 33JJ0pOro OTAATh CBOIO XKU3Hb, KaK BJIPYT MOHSLI, YTO OKPYKUBIIIHE €r0 MEPTBEIIbI,

9



B. H. ManbineB. «Tens Hapexpl. Tenn yanutoxxeHHbIX umriepuid. Kaura 11»

HE B CWJIaX K HeMy NpHOMM3UThCsl. OH OMIIseNcs — CO BCEX CTOPOH ero OOCTYNUIA MEPTBBIE, TAHY-
e K HEMY CBOM KPUBBIE PYKH, HO Jake TO, YTO HAa HUX JABUJIM JAECSATKU CBOUX XK€, HE TIO3BOJISIIO
UM TIPOWTH CKBO3b HEBUIMMBIN Oapbep. OHM YyBCTBOBAIN €r0, METKAIN 3y0aMy 1 W3aBal Clia-
Oble CTOHBI, HO He Mori foctath CTeHa U3 ero HeBUAMMOW KJIETKHU. «fl craccsi, HO momnajics», —
TMIOJIyMaJl OH, OCMOTPEB CBOM MATOUEK 3eMin. MIMEHHO 3eMITH, Tak Kak OOJIBIIYIO YacTh COCTaBJIsLIa
cyxasi TIOuBa, XOTs JIyXKHIaM TOXe HaIIoCh MecTo. OH OTIBIIIAJICS, 4 3aTeM MOAOLIEN K TOJIIE, OKPY-
xuBIIel ero. CTeH Bpe3al OIHOMY BOCCTABIIIEMY B YENIOCTb, M TOT OTIIATHYJICS Ha3aJ, HO TYT ke
TOJIAJICS BIEPEN, BHITOJIIKHYTHIH TOJION APYTUX, TAKUX K€ MEPTBBIX, Kak 1 oH. Korja oH OTKpbUI poT,
TO MOTEPSLT KYCOK OTIIOMAaHHOM YEITIOCTH.

— Yto? Beikycun? — cripocui ero CteH.

OH IUTIOHYJT B JIMIO YyAOBUIILY Y MOIIEN HA IPYTyl0 CTOPOHY cBoel kieTku. «[IpumepHo nBe
Ha JIB€ CakeHHU, — MOJCUMTAJI OH. — A TiocepeuHe reHb. [Toxoxe, 51 31ech B 6e30MacHOCTH, OTIOXHYTh
YTO JI?» — MEJIbKHYJIa MBIC/Ib B €T0 YCTaBIIIed TOJI0Be, M OH CeJl Ha 3eMJTIO, TPUBAIMBIIUCH CIIMHOM
K MIEHbKY, 1 3aKPbUT IJ1a3a.

OTKpBLUT OH MX TOJBKO TOT/A, KOAA BOKPYT yXKe paccBesio.

— Bort 310 51 B31pemuyn! — ckazai oH, oOpaiasich K CBOMM OECIIOKOMHBIM CITyIIATeNsIM. — A BBl
4ero He cruTe? — 3a/1a1 OH O@CCMBICIIEHHBIA BOIIPOC, HA KOTOPBINA caM ke U OTBeTWI, — [la moromy,
YTO BBl BCE CIOXJIU.

uém CTeH 3amMeT1 Apyriue 0COOEHHOCTH 3TOro Mecta. Ero Kpyr ObuT BBUIOKEH U3 CPYOTIEHHBIX
OpEBeH, KOTOPBIE CKPETUTSITUCH MEKIy COOOM XKeJIe3HBIMU CKOOaMU, HO, He TIPOCTHIMH — Ha KXk 10U
OBbLJIO YTOJMIIIEHUE, a Ha HEM BBHIOMTA pyHA.

— KonyioBckoi 3Hak, — MpoIenTan OH, BHUMATEIbHO OCMAaTPUBAsi CBOIO HaXOJIKY.

BripbiBaTh U3 IepeBa jKene3Ky OH Tak M He pelmics, 00sICh HAPYIIUTh IIEJIOCTHOCTh €T0 CIACH-
TeJIbHOTro 1muTa. OH pa3BepHyJICs K ITHIO, BHICOTOH He Oosiee TpEX (pyTOB, M YBUIEN, YTO HA TOM TOXE
BBIpE3aHbl Marndeckre cuMBOJIBL. C TPEX CTOPOH OH ObLT MPUKPBIT UCTEPTOM TKAHBIO, 3aTO YETBEPTAS
npejcTalia repej HUM Bo Beelt kpace. CTeH A0JITo paccMaTpuBajl CUMBOJIBL, HO, CAMO COOOM, HUYEro
TIOJIE3HOTO W3 HUX JIsI ceOst He U3BJEK. 3aTO OH CyMeJT ONPEAeIUTbh, YTO CKOJIOYEHO 3TO COOPYKEHHUE
OBbLJIO HE TaK yX W JIAaBHO, MOXET TOjI, MojaTopa Hazaa. OH MoOpoauI Mo CBOel HEeBUIMMOM KJIETKe,
MIBITASICh HAWTU YTO-HUOY/Ib eIE, HO TaK HUYEro MpUMevaTeIbHOro He oOHapyuil. Toraa OH perm
3aHATHCS N3YYEHUEM MEPTBEIIOB.

— Tak, xTO U3 Hac xo4eT ObITh NMepBbIM? — cripockit CteH Tommy. OTBETOM eMy OBLIO APYKHOE
Mbryanue. — Bee xotute? Hy nagHo, y MeHsi BpeMeHH MHOTO.

OH 3aH€c HaJ TOJIOBOM MOJIOT U C pa3Maxy BOTHAI €r0 B MAaKyIIKy BHIOpDAaHHOMY MM J00pO-
BOJIbITy. OT ynapa y Toro HogKOCHIIMCh KOJIEHKHU U OH YIaJl IO, HOTY CBOMX TOBApUIIIEH, CrOpalomim
OT HeTeprieHus! 3aHATh ero Mecto. CTeH CTEp ¢ JMIa BOHIOUYIO TUIOTh, Pa3ieTeBIIyIOCS BO BCE CTO-
POHBI, KOTJa r0JI0Ba BOCCTABLIETO JIONHYNA. «Hago MEHATh TaKTUKY», — peluiil oH. CTeH nepeBepHy.I
KJIEBEI JJPYTroi CTOPOHOM U CIIeyIoNIeMy MEpTBEIly BOTKHYJI €r0 B FOJIOBY KJIIOBOM. JKese3HbIi mur
JIETKO TIpOOWIT Yepert ¥ BOIIEN B JIOO O ocHOBaHMS. Terepp yxe OKOHYATeIbHO MEPTBOE TeJI0 OCEJIO
Ha Konienu 1 CTeHy He MPUIIIOCh IPUJIaraTh YCHIINA, 9TOObI BTAIUTh €ro B Kpyr. Kak Hu ctpaHHoO,
JIMIIEHHOMY KM3HU MEPTBEIy He CTOWJIO Tpyla repeceyb HeBUAMMBIN Oapbep. CTeH moTacKall Teso
IO pa3HBIM YaCTSIM CBOEH KJIETKH, a 3aTeM Pelln i30aBUThCS OT HEro, Tak U He JOOWBIIMCh HUKAKUX
MarfuecKyx MposiBIEHUI OT MpojeiaHHON paboThl. OH nepedus pyKr U HOTU MEPTBEIlY U BHIKUHYT
ux B Tommy. Tyzaa e OTIpaBHIIOCh CTaBIllee HAMHOTO JIerye TeJio.

CTeH MoXouI Mo NMEPUMETPY Y TIONHJI BOAIBI U3 JIYKH, TPEABAPUTEIIEHO BBIMBIB PYKH B JIPYTOM.
OH 00ymast cBoM AajbHEWIIMe JeHCTBIS U PEIIICs Ha O4eHb pUCKOBaHHBIN 11aH. CTeH nepexsa-
THJI KJIeBel] 00eMMHU PyKaMu, 3aHEC ero HaJl TOJIOBOM M C CAaMOT0 pa3Maxa BOH3UJI KJIIOB B KJIIOUHILY
odyepeHOMY MepTBelly. Kese3HbIi UM BOLIEN TIIyOOKO B TEJO BOCCTABIIETrO, a MOJIOT, HECYILIHNA
B ce0e OrpOMHYIO CHITY yaapa, IepeMOoJIo elié HECKOIbKO péoep Ha CBOEM ImyTu. MepTBell CBATUIICS
Ha KosieH! ¥ CTeH phIBKOM PEIIvII BTAIIUTh €ro B KPYT.
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— Wnu-ka clona! — KpSIKHYJ OH, MbITAsICh BTAILIMTh MEPTBELA.

Ho Tot kak Oyaro ynépcsi B CTeHy M He JKeJlajl CIBUHYThCSI HU Ha aioiM. CTeH Hampsr Bce
CBOM MBIIIIIBI ¥ U130 BCEX CHII IEPHYII KJIeBell. Pa3naics XpycT 1 KJToB, pa3jioMaB yIieJeBIue peopa,
BBLJIETEJT U3 TeJa, OCTABJIsAsl HAa MECTe cepilia OTPOMHYIO PBaHyIO paHy.

— Y6un, — npousHec OH, JI€Xa Ha 3eMJie ¥ BUJs, KaK U3 CTOSIIErO Ha KOJEHSX Tejla BbIBAJIU-
BaIOTCSl BHYTPEHHOCTU. MepTBell IOCTOST TaK HEMHOTI'0, a 3aTeM IOJHSJICS, BCTaB B CTPOM, HUUYTh
HE OropuEHHBII HOBOUM OrpoMHO¥ Jibipe B cebe. — [Toutu, — pazoyapoBaHHo j100aBw1 CTeH.

Ewme HeckonbKko pa3 OH mbITajics BTSHYTh MEpPTBELA BHYTPb Kpyra, HO IOC/E TOro, Kak ero
CaMoro 4yTh HE yTallWJIM B TOJITy, OH TepecTal MCHbIThIBATh cynp0y. Korma yxke cremHeno, oH
penm jieds crnath. IMEeHHO Jieub, a He B3ipeMHYTh, ONMPAsICh O MeHb, KaK Buepa. 3aCHYJ OH OBICTPO
Y TIPOCHYJICSI TOJIBKO TOrJa, Korma pacceeno. OH He MOT TMOHsTh, KOTOPBIA ceiiuac ObUT Yac, Tak
Kak He0O, COKPBITOE TYCTBIM TYMaHOM M 320€IEHHOE COTHEYHBIMH JTy4YaMH, HATTOMUHAJIO MOJIOYHYIO
PEKy.

— Di, mapHU, CKOJILKO BPEMEHH $1 POCHaji? — CIPOCUI OH CTOHYIIIUX MEPTBEIOB. — A, JIaJHO,
BpeMs1 [IPOYUCTUTh BaM I'OJIOBBI.

CreH cxBaTuj CBOM MOJIOT M Hayajl KPYIIUTh TOJIOBBl CBOMM CTpaXkaM, HO Ha MEecTe KaxkJ0ro
YIABIIETO TYT ke MOSIBIIsICS HOBBIA. [IpopaboTaB Tak HECKOJIBKO YacOB, OH 3aMETWII, YTO MepT-
BeIIbl yKe TONISATCS Ha TeJlax CBOMX Apy3eld. OH 3aJie3 Ha MeHb ¥ YBUE, YTO BOCCTABIIMMU 3a0UTO
BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT, JIOKYJa MOT JIOTSHYTbCS €r0 B3MVIsAA. A B TAKOM TyMaHE OH MOT' BUJETb
HE Jlajiblile, YeM Ha JIECSTOK caxeHel. «Jloaro ke MHe MpUIETCS UX TYT BbIKAIIMBATh, — IPUKUHYII
OH. — ITO K€ CKOJIbKO MTOTOM MOTHWJI MPUAETCS Konath?» Tak v mpocujes oH 10 KOHIIA JAHS Ha MHe,
AyMmasl, 4To Jieniath Jaubine. Ero cnacurtenbHas KJieTKa craiia sl Hero TIOpbMOU, 13 KOTOPO# He ObLIO
BBIXOJA. A €IlE ero My4usI HECTEPITUMBII I'OJIOf.

Tenepp BcE ero BpeMst 3aHMMao OJHO U To xke: CTeH ay0acuil MepTBEIIOB, MOI3aJI [0 CBOEMY
KJIOUKY 3€MJIY, CTIAJ, OSITh JyOacuil v cTpajaan ot ronoaa. [lapy pas ero royioBy nocemiaia cCrpaHHast
MBICTIb: «A HE OTKYCUTb JIM MHE KyCOUEK OT KOrO-HUOY/Ib ?» — HO OH TYT K€ ITPOTOHSLI e€, eIlE He YCIIeB
0CO3HATh BCel €€ uynoBUIIHOCTU. OiHaXAbl MPOCHYBIUINCH, OH yBUAEN 3Me0. Henonro gymas, ero
MOJIOT JIMIIWI Taja ku3Hu 1 CTeH Biuics 3y0aMu B TEMJIOe chipoe Msico. OH chell e€ MpaKTHUECKH
MOJTHOCTBIO, OCTABUB JIMIIIb TIO3BOHOYHUK, TOJIOBY U KOXKY.

Ha cnenyromee yTpo ero pazoyansio npoTuBHOe KapkaHbe. CTeH OTKPbUI IJ1a3a ¥ YBUIIE CHIsI-
IET0 Ha BETKE COCE/IHEro AepeBa OrPOMHOIO KMPHOTO BOPOHA.

— W crona, — mogo3Bait oH ntuily. — CMOTpH, YTO Y MEHsI €CTh, — OH MOI00paJl TOJIOBY 3MEU
Y KUHYJT Ha 3eMJTIO TIepeji COOOM.

BopoH B3mIsiHYnT Ha He€ CBOMMH YEPHBIMHU TJIa3aMHU-OYCHHKAMH, HO TPOAOIKWI CHJIETh
Ha BeTke. CTeH Mo-pa3sHOMY MBITAICS TMOAMAHUTH K ceOe MTHILYy: TO PacChlliall BOKPYT TPYyXY
OT JIepeBa, BblaBasi €€ 3a 3€pHO, TO MbITAJICS 3arOBOPUTH €r0, a IOTOM M BOBCE OTOZIpaJl HECKOJIBKO
KOJIEI OT KOJIbYYTH, HATEP WX, KAK MOT, U TMOMBITAICS MOIMAHUTH OJIECTSAIIKAMUA XUTPYIO TTHILY.
Ho BopoH cunen u He cBoau ¢ Hero m1a3. A CTeH CTosi1 BHU3Y M IIOHMMAaJI, YTO €T0 €3 COBEPIIEHHO
HE 3aMHTEPeCOBaHa KOPMUTD €r0.

— 51 BuKy, Tebe 3/1eCh MHTEPECHO, — Pa3AasiCs CHJIbHBIN )KEHCKUH rojioc 3a €ro CIMHOM.

CreH B3aporHyn 1 o0epHyJcs. B Kpyry crosiia JeBymika, 4yTh HUKe ero pocroM. Ha Heit ObLt
HAKUHYT IUIAIl, OOIIUTHI BOPOHOBBIMU MEPhSIMHU, & JIAIO HAMIOJIOBUHY CKpbIBaJ KamomoH. OH 3ame-
THJI, YTO U3-T10]] HETO Ha I'Pyb AEBYILIKHU CIIAIAIOT TAKUE e YEPHBIE BOJIOCH], KaK 1 Nephs HA ILalle.
V e€ Hor Jexan norpenanHbiil Meniodyek. CTeHIN pelu1, 4YTo ero Hayaly MpeciieloBaTh TONIOJHbIE
BE/ICHUSL.

— Ilpuser, kpacaBuiia, — MPOU3HEC OH. — Thl MpUIILTIa MEHS HAKOPMUTD?

— W na, u vet, ckurasnen o 6onotam. Thl Hy)KeH MHE, Thl BBIIIOJHUIIL CBOE MPEeAHA3HAYEHbE, —
CTHXaMU IPOU3HECIIA OHA.

— A 370 TBOSI NTUYKA? — CIIPOCHJI OH. — Y3K OOJIbHO anmeTUTHO OHA BBITJISINT.
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— Ta nTura BosibHA, HO OHA TIOABJIACTHA MHE. Kak u ipyrue, — OTBeTHIIA IeBYIIIKa HapacreB. —
Bo3bmu, — oHa TIOfHsIA MeNIouek 1 KuHyna ero CteHy.

CTeH moiMal ero u 3arjisiHyJl BHYyTPb, CUMTAs TIPOMCXOAIIee TojoaHsM OpeioM. OH qyma,
YTO eMy MPUBUANTCS KaKON-HUOY/Ib MUPOT, WA PyKa MepTBella, HO BHYTPH OKa3aJioCh TOJCYIIIEH-
HOe, 3a)kapeHHoe ¢ TpaBaMu Msco. CTeH BBIHYJ OJIHY 3asiUbl0 JIATIKY W MOHIOXAJl — Ta TaxJja Mpo-
cro 6oxkecTBeHHO. C XpyCTOM OH BOH3WJI 3yOBl B 3aKapeHHYIO IJIOTh, U 00KECTBEHHBIN BKYC TOTO
MpocToro OJroza yaapui eMy B rosioBy. CTeH He MOT OTOPBAThCs U BCTIOMHUIL, YTO TO €My TOJIBKO
Ka’KeTCs JIUIIh Ha YeTBEPTOM MTPOIJIOUEHHOM Kycouke. OH 3amep ¢ OuepeIHbIM KYCKOM y pTa ¥ Tiepe-
BEJT B3MJIAA]] HA TEPIIEIMBO KAABITYI0 OKOHYAHUS €ro Tpare3bl JeBYIIKY.

— KT0 TBI, — TUXO IPOU3HEC OH, OCO3HAB, UTO BCE ITO SIBb.

— 51 Boponos [luts, — mpousHecaa JeBYLIKA.

ITo crimue Ctena mpodexan xonoaok. OH 0TOPOCKIT MEIIOK C €0i U BBIXBATHII KJICBEIL.

— Benpma!!! — mpopeBest OH Tak TPOMKO, UTO €0 JOJIKHBI OBUTH YCIIBIIIATH BCE JKUTEITN UMIIe-
pyn.

OH pBaHyJI HABCTpeUy BeIbMe U 3aMep, ClIeJIaB BCEro OJIMH ITar U He B CHJIaX MOIICBETUThHCS.
Benbme cTomsio JvIb OMHATH CBOIO PYKY M YKa3aTh MaJlbIleM Ha HEro, U ero TeJio MPeBpaThuiioch
B TI0/I00ME ITHSI, PSIZIOM C KOTOPBIM OH 3aCThUL.

— Bot tak ThI oTOMArogapui MeHs 3a MUIIly, pelivB YOUTh MeHs1? — CIIPOCHIIa OHa ero.

— Tel — BegpMa! — Kak IPOKJIATHE BHILTIOHY CTEeH 3T CJIOBa.

— Tbl mpaB, TakuX Kak s, BbI BelbMamu 30BETe. Ho s mpuiiia He 3a TBoeit aymioi. S BeiBecTH
X0uy TeOs1 U3 3amaJHU, — COBEPIIIEHHO CITIOKOMHBIM I'OJIOCOM ITpOoTesia OHa.

— 3auem ke HyxeH 51 Tede? — cipocut e€ CteH. — Pa3 Tebe He HyXkHa MOs AyIlla, MOXKET, Thl
MeHS JIJIsl pUTyaJia UCIOIb30BaTh X04elh? 3auarh, TaM, TUTS ThbMbI KaKOe-HUOYIb?

— A 4TO B 3TOM 1UI0X0ro? 3auarh JUTS COBCEM He CJIOKHO, HO He ISl 9TOro K Tede MpHIIia
1. Tl BHIOJTHUIIB CBOE MPEAHA3HAYEHBE.

— Kakoe em¢ npegnasHaueHbe? — CpoCHJI OH. — 51 He MOX0X Ha JIETeHAAPHOTO phIlapsi, yOruBa-
IOIIETO Mepe]] CHOM T10 jipakoHy. Jla v yIieIps s B TIa3a He BUABIBAIL. TOJBKO BOT, 3TUX, — OH MOKa3aJl
B3[JISIIOM Ha TOJIISIIIUXCS MEPTBEIIOB.

— Ho umeHnHo TBO# cynb0a pemiaer MHOroe, — OTBeTHIIa OHa. — [Iporiry, moBeps, s BhIBeLYy TeOsI.

CTeH MpOKPYTUIT B TOJIOBE BCE BAPUAHTHI, KOTOPBIE Y Hero ObuTH. [IepBblii 3aKTI0Uaics B TOM,
YTOOBI IOMTH C BEABMOH U JOBEpUTCS €. A TaM JIMOO BBICTYIIATH €€, JINOO MPUKOHYUTD Iie-HUOYIb
B KycTtax. Bropoii 6pu1 x0opoio u3BecteH CTeHy — Toc/aTh €€ KO BCEM YepTsM U MPOIOIKUTh CXO-
IWTh C yMa OT TOJIOfIa, OKPYKEHHBIM TOJITION MEPTBEIIOB. XOPOIIIEHHKO B3BECHB BCE 34 M ITPOTHB, OH
OTBETHUJI ei:

— Xoporo, s cornaced. f noiay ¢ T060i Ha BCTpedy ¢, Kak ero Tam, ¢ IpeHa3HAYCHUEM.

— 41 ormymiry Te6s1, HO THI MOKJISACTLCS IOJKEH, YTO BIIPEb THl HA MEHsI OPYKbs HE MMOJHUMEIITb
CBOET0, — IpoIIeJia OHA.

— CornaceHn, 51 gal0 CBo€ CJI0BO, — OTBeTU]I el CTeH, MOHUMAsl, 4To TMepe]] BeAbMON MOXKHO
Y He cAepXkKaTb CBOEro OOCIIaHMSI.

Benpma omyctrna cBoto pyky, U CTeH pyxHYT Ha 3eMyi0. Ero MbImipl Bcé 310 BpeMs ObUr
pacciadieHsl, 1 OH He TIOHMMaJ, KaK Be/IbMa MOIJIa YIepKUBaTh €ro Tak Joiro. «Marusi», — Halen
OH 11 ceOs otBeT. OH MOAHSIICS, TIOA00pa MelIoveK ¢ 3eMJIU U JIOCTAl oYepe/IHyI0 HOKKY. CheB
e€, OH 00paTWJI BHUMaHUE Ha BEIbMY.

— Bynems? — npoTsHys1 OH el ouepeqHoil Kycouek msica. Ho oHa He mpousHecna HU ClloBa,
Jake He TIoKavasa royiopoil. Torga oH caM BLEMMJICS B 3alYaTHHY 3yOaMu U 3a/1ajl BeJlbMe Ouepe/l-
HOW BOmpoc. — A ThI 37iech ofiHa kuBENIb? U uto, oHn Tebs He OecriokosaT? — CTeH mokas3asl pyKou
Ha MepTBEIIOB.

— Bonpochl 3agaBats Tl OyjIelib TIOCIIe, — OTBETUJIA eMY Be/lbMa.
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«Hy, Hruero, nocne e komy OyaeT AaTh MHE Ha HUX OTBET», — 3aBepri ce0s1 CTeH U KUHYI
KOCTOYKY B OJJHOTO MX MEPTBbIX. K ero ynuBieHuio, oHa yroguia npsiMo B pa3UHYTbIA POT.

— JlagHo, neBoYKa, Thl MeHs1 yropopuia, — CTeH peunsl OCTABUTh HEMHOTO €Ibl Ha IOTOM,
PacCyAMTENIbHO PEIUB, YTO €IIE HEM3BECTHO, CKOJIBLKO OH emié OyaeT OpOauTh 1O 3ICITHUM JIECaM.

Benpma npukasasna ciaegoBarh 32 HUIM U NIOJOIILIA K caMOMy Kpaio MepTBelioB. OHa Mosoxuia
JIAJOHU Ha TOJIOBBI CTOSIBIIMX JIPYr C JAPYTOM BOCCTaBILMX M PE3KO pa3Besia pyKHU B CTOpPOHBI. Eé
MEpTBELIbl, CKOJIb3sI MATKAMU TI0 TeJlaM, CIOBHO CTBOPKU BOPOT Pa3beXajMCh B CTOPOHBI, COMBast
C HOT JPYTUX, HO Ha MX MECTO HUKTO TaK W He BCTal. BeapMma neperartysa yepe3 OpeBHO M BCTasa
Ha MMOJTyCTHUBIIKE TPYIBI — pe3ybTaT padoTsl Mosiota CteHa. OHa MoAHsIIa, a 3aTeM BHOBb MEJIIEHHO
pasBesia B CTOPOHBI PyKH, M CBOOOJHBIN OT MEPTBELIOB KPYT yBeInumics BIBoe 1 CTeH CTynuII 3a Heil
CIIETIOM.

— Croii 3a MO€l CIIMHOM U HE TBITANCS OTONTH, — CKa3ajia OHA eMY.

CreH cornacuiics ¥ B3sUl B pyKy MosoT. OH MOHsUI, YTO XOTh U IJ1a3a BEbMbl CKPBITHI Karlio-
IIIOHOM, HUYETrO XOPOIIIEro B HUX Ceiyac HerT.

— 310 AN caMo0OOpOHBI. Bapyr uto? — onpaBaaiics oH.

Benpma HMUero He ckazasa, JIMIIb OTBEPHYJIACH U JBUHYJIACH B TONIY HeXKUTH. CTEH ocnermi
3a Hell. [Ipoiiis mapy 1aro, OH 3aMETWJI, YTO CTEHAa MEPTBELIOB 32 HUMM 3axJonHysack. Kakas-
TO Marvsi pacTajkuBaja MEPTBBIX Ha €€ MyTH, U OHU aOCOIOTHO He OOpallaid Ha HUX HUKAKOTO
BHUMaHUs. CTeHy CTaJIo KYTKO, U OH CIIPOCUJI BE/IbMY:

— A MBI MOXeM UITH ObicTpee?

— Her, — KOpoTKO OTBeTMIIA BE/IbMA U B 3TOT K€ MOMEHT JIECATKU PYK MOTSIHYJIMCh K HUM.

CTeH npuxaJicsi K caMoy CITUHE BeIbMBbI, 00sICh TIOTPEBOXKUTH €€. Uepe3 MrHOBEHHE MEPTBBIE
PYKH OITyCTWJIMCh, U BOJIHA oOsieryeHus npoodexanach no cnuHe Crena. «Bce Bompockl mocnie», —
MPOrpeMeIH B MaMsITH CJIOBa BeJbMBbI. TaK m1arajgr OHA MAHYT JIBALIATh, TPOOMPasiCh CKBO3b CILIONI-
HYIO CTeHy MEPTBBIX. Bckope MoTOK BOCCTaBIIMX Haval peaeTh, a CTeH 3aMeTrJI, 4YTO OHU BCE TaK ke
IIPYT BIEPEN, MBITAsICh IPOPBAThCs K Kpyry. OH IIEN 3a BEIbMOM TOBOJIBHO JIONITO, IIOKA Ta HE OCTa-
HOBWJIACh U He noBepHyJach K CTeHy:

— 371ech OHM HE CMOT'YT HacC yuysiTh, — CKa3ajla OHa.

— Kak te6e 310 ynanocs? — cipocut oH e€. — MosxeT, Hayuuib? MHe Obl TBOU IITYYKH OYEHb
IIPUTOJWIIUCh.

— T He poxa€H ObITh MaroM. HeT BHYTpu TeOs TOM CUJIBI, HO €CTb JIpyrasi, — OTBETHJIa OHA.

— U 4t0 ke 3710 3a cuia Takasn?

— Ynéprocth, — OTBeTHIa OHA. — Ternepp MonuIh, HaMm cliefyeT celmTh. Tebs v Tak ucKana
1 U3JIUILIHE JIONTO.

Ona oTBepHyJach M 3amarajia npods. «BoT oH, Mo# maHc youTts e€», — mogyman CreH,
HE BBIITyCKasl U3 PyKU MOJIOT, HO Tak HUYEro u He czaenan. OH Bujeln, 4To JEBYILKA OYEHb yCTasa,
Y TIOHUMAJI, YTO OHA XOTh M OblJIa BEIbMOI, HO PUCKOBAJIA CBOEH KU3HBIO, YTOOBI CIIACTH €r0 KU3Hb.
OH nocnenoBa 3a Hell ¥ 3aMEeTUJI, Kak ¢ e€ naJjblia yraja ajas Karjis KpOBH.
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2. /IBa BOpoHa

— DTO M eCTb TBOW JI0M? — CIIPOCUJI OH BEJbMY, U B €r0O T0JI0CE CIIBIIIAJIOCh HECKPbIBaeMasi
W3IEBKA.

Bmecto oTtBeta oHa ycraBuiack Ha CTeHa BCEMPOXHUTAOIIUM B3JIIOM. 3a MPOIIEIINe MsTh
JHEeN ¢ MOMEHTa, KaK OHU MOKHMHYJIM KpPyT, BeJbMa He pa3 CTATMBAJA C TOJIOBBI KamomioH, u CteH
CyMeJI 10 JOCTOMHCTBY OLIEHUTD €€ MPeKpacHOe JIMUUKO. Takoi KPacuBOU JEBYIIKM OH HE BU/IbIBAJI
yXe JJaBHO, a MOXeT ObITh, U HUKOTJa BOBCE. BriepBbie MocMOTpeB B e€ I71a3a 1BeTa carndupa, oH
pem 1Jist ceOst, 4To eciv 1 OyJieT yOuBaTh €€, TO CO CITUHBI, YTOOBI He CMOTPETh B €€ oun. «Jla, Takue
HEBO3MOXHO 3a0bITh», — MOJMETHI OH Tpo cedst. Ho 1 e€ yHUUTOXAIOIMiA B3MISIT OH TOXKE yCHe
otieHnTh. OHa OTBEvYasa MM Ha T0OPYI0 MOJIOBUHY €r0 U3/IeBATeIbCTB, a Ha OoJiee cephE3HbIE BOITPOCH
npejsarana OTBETUTh «OToM». W BOT Tenepb aisi CTeHa OTKPBUIOCH 1IeJIoe ToJie IS HaCMelIeK.
TouHee He nonie, a MOJIsIHA ¢ TyOOM, 3aMEHSIIOIIMM Be/IbME JIOM.

— Ciymmiaii, 1aBHO X0Tes TeOsl CIIPOCHUTh: a BCE BEIbMBbI JKUBYT B AyILIax?

— He Bce criocoOHBI BBIPACTUTh TAaKOE APEBO, YTO B HEM BO3MOXKHO JKM3Hb CBOIO TIPOXKUTH, —
BHOBb HapacrieB OTBETHJIA Be/IbMa.

Ho nipo ce6s1 CteH ormerwi, 4to e€ roioc HeMHoro msMeHwics. OH cran 6osee XOJOIHBIM
u pe3kuM. «[loxoxe, s eil He HPaBIIIOCh, — penil oH. — Ho, 1oka oHa MeHs elié He yOwia, 3HauuT,
JEUCTBUTENIBHO, 51 el 3aueM-TO Hy)eH». OH MOKOPHO CJieoBaJl 32 BeAbMOU, Ha3BaBilencs Jutém
BopoHOB, 1 Tenepb BIUIOTHYIO MPUOIU3WICS K OrpoMHOMY 1yOy. CTEHIM TOHSUI, YTO JIEPeBO TaKUX
IPOMAaJHBIX IEPEBbEB OH elIE He BU/IbIBAL. Ero HUKHIME BETBU Y OCHOBAHUS ObLIH TOJIIMHOM C YeJo-
BEUYECKUI TOPC, a MO PACKUAUCTON KPOHOW MOT YKPBIThCSl, HABEPHOE, BECh UETBEPTHIN JIETHOH,
ecau Obl OH He ObUT pa3out. OHU 000NN AePEBO, U OH YBHJIEI, YTO OIPOMHOE, 3aBEIIaHHOE IIKY-
pamMu IyIuio, BHIPHIBAJIOCH M3 3eMJIM M 3aKaHUMBAJIOCHh Ha BHICOTE ero Makymku. [uts BopoHoB pas-
JBUHYJIA IIKYPHl U HBIPHYJIA BHYTPb. «A 4TO, HIIYTh HE XYK€ HOPMAJIbHOTO IOMa», — MOXaJl OH
TUIEYaMH U PEeIvl IIPOCIIeIoBaTh 3a HEell.

— Croit! — paznascs e€ royioc uz-3a mkyp. — Joxaucy MeHs y Bxoja.

CreH mocnymazicsi ¥ mpucesn Ha OpeBHO, Jiexallee Hegayieko oT JepeBa. OH ocMoTpescs
BOKPYT, HO HA YaCTOKOJIA, HM KaKOK-TMOO JPYyroi orpajibl Tak U He cMor HaiTu. Ten uim mpucyT-
CTBUSI BOCCTABIIIMX OH TOXE He OOHapyXWi. BeapMa mosiBUIach BHE3AIMHO, OJETasi B T€ e Hapsibl,
B KOTOpPBIX OblTa nipeskae. OHa noponuia k CTeHy ¥ cKazasia emy:

— $1 cnumkoMm onro Ha GosoTax rpoBena, via Teds. Tenepb, MHE CJeAyeT CIeIuTh, a T,
MEeHSI JOKAAThCsl IOTKEH.

— D1, morozy, TH Yero 31o yaymana? MeHs 6pocuth xouelb? — pa3osiuiics CTeH.

— ViiTi MHE HaJ10, HeHa0/ro. BepHych 51 CKOpo, Hy a ec/id He BepHYCh, YUIEIb OJIMH, — OTBE-
THJIa OHA. — Thl MOXeIllb B yOe HOYeBaTb.

— U ckonbko MHE Tedst KaaTh?

— He nmonpinie, yem npoBEN Tel Ha OosoTax. 31aech 6€30MacHO, HUKTO TeOsl He TPOHET, — OHa
OTCTETrHyJIa OT Mosica Meniovek 1 nepeaaia ero CteHy. — Borpu ux B paHbl Ha HOrax.

CreH XoTen cKa3arh emié YTo-To, HO 3aMETHII, UTO IJ1a3a BeJbMBbI CJIOBHO 3aCHUSIIA CUHUM CBe-
TtoM. OH OTKHMHYJICSI Ha3aJ, Oracasch 3a CBOI0 OE30MacCHOCTb, M MPOJOJIKMI HAOMOAATh 32 TBOPSI-
nmMces kongoBetBoM. Kpaa! Venbiman on kapkanse BopoH. Kpaa! Kpaa! Kpaa! [Ituubn kpuku Bcé
HapacTaju, U TYT OH YBHJEJ, KaK CO BCEX CTOPOH K QyOy ciietaiorcsi YépHble BOopoHbl. [lo ero temy
poOeKATUCh MyPAIIIKH, KOTJ]a COTHU MTHI] 3aKPYKHIUCh HAJl KX TOJIOBAaMHU, 00pa3ysl ’KUBOW BUXPb.
W korza rya ot XJ10naHbsl KPbUIbEB 3arTyIInI BCe 3ByKH BOKPYT, BelbMa COpBaJIach C MecTa 1 rmoode-
’Kajia B Jiec, yBOJs 3a COOOM TUTAaHTCKYIO YEpHYIO cTain. CTeH MPOCIeInT 3a Hel B3IJISIIOM, TTOKa OHa
HE CKPBUIACh 3a JIEPeBbsIMH, U Pa3Bs3al MemoveK. BHyTpu oH 0OHapy KU MOPOIIOK U3 BBICYIIIECH-
HBIX TpPaB.
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— 3HauuT, BTEpETh MOPOIIIOK ceOe B HOTH, — TIOBTOPWJI OH e€ CJIoBa.

CTeH OTJIOKUIT MEIIOUeK B CTOPOHY U MPUHSJICS CTACKMBATh C HOT M3HOIIEHHbIe canoru. OH
3HaJI, YTO €r0 HOTM CTEPTHI B KPOBb, HO OTKY/Ia 00 9TOM MOIJIa 3HaTh BeabMa? Jlepkaiicsi OH MOJIO/-
1I0M, He TIOKa3bIBasi eil cBoel cadocTu. «MoKeT, OHa CTpaJaHus Ha PACCTOSIHUM 4yeT? — MogyMal
oH. — [Toka s TONIOMHBIA MOJI3aJl, OHA MEHS Cpa3y Halllla, KaK TOJBKO HOTH CTEP — OMSATh y3HAJa.
Bor u ceituac, HeOOCh, yMYaIach, yIysiB Yblo-HUOYIL 00/b». CTEH IMOCTABUJI IO CUX TMOP HE BBICOX-
11y10 00yBb PSAIOM € COOOW M MPUHSIICS KJaTh, KOTJa €ro paHsl moacoxHyT. CosHile ObUI0 COKPBITO
3a 00JIaKaMH, W J0X]b BOT-BOT JOJIKEH OblI 3aKaraTh ¢ HeOec. JIoKJaBIIMCh, KOIIa ero HOru IMojI-
COXHYT, OH B3sUJI IIETIOTKY TPaB M MPUCHINIAT UMH BOCTIATUBINMECS s13Bbl. CTEH MOYYBCTBOBAI JIET-
KO€ KKEeHHEe 1 HEMHOKKO TIOJIOK/aJ1, TIOKA IMOPOIIIOK HEe MPUIMITHET K paHaM, MOCJIe Yero OH PeIn
HaBeaTbesl B Ay0. Pa3nBuHYB MIKyphl, OH 3alI€]1 BOBHYTPb M OUYTHIICS B KPOMEIIHOW ThME, Kak
TOJIBKO HIKYPBl COMKHYJIICH 32 ero cnHo. CTeHIM OTOABUHYJI OZIHY U3 LIKYD, JaBasi CBETY pa3BesiTh
MPpaK, 1 OCMOTpEJI IPE/ICTABIIYIO Nepel HUM KOMHaTy. MaJleHbKasi ¥ TI0-CBOeMY YIOTHasl, pacCUMTaH-
Hasi Ha OJJHOTO JKWJIbIIA, OHA OOJIbIIE TIOXOM/IA Ha TPUCTAHUIIE OXOTHUKA, YEM Ha JIOTOBO BEIbMBI.
Bnieyatnenue nopTuit CTol, CTOSIIMI MPSMO B IIEHTPE JJOMa, Ha KOTOPOM PacCIUIBLIUCH JABE CaJIbHBIE
CBEUKH. «A BOT U JIyKW», — moameTu1 CTeH, 3aMeTHB CTOsIIME B Yy J1Ba opyxus. OH NPUKUHYI
MIPUMEPHOE paccTOsTHUE U HaripaBuiics K HUM. 11Ikypa, BepHYBIIKCH Ha CBOE MeCTO, 000pBaJa JIyIrK
CBETa, ¥ OH BHOBb MOTPY3MJICS BO ThbMY. be3 Tpyna Haiynas oquH u3 JyKoB. CTeH MOKUHYJI JOM H,
OKa3aBIIIMCh HA YJIUIIE, 3aMETUJI, YTO TeTHBA HAKMHYTA JIMIIb HA OIHO I1e40. «bepexker cBo€ opy-
Kue», — orMeTii1 oH. CTeH ycesicst Ha OpeBHO U TOMBITAICS HATAHYTh TeTUBY. C OrPOMHBIM TPYAOM
eMy yAaJI0Ch HAKMHYTb TETeIbKY U, OTJIOKUB B CTOPOHY JIYK, CMaxHyJI CO JI0A Karuii MoTa.

— Jla 51 B XW3HM HE MOBEPI0, YT0OBI 0ada OpyIoBaia 3TUM JIyKOM! — BBICKA3aJICsl OH U TIOCMOT-
peJT Ha CBOM camnoru. — A BBl 4ero Moruute? — oOpaTUiICcs OH K XyJod 0OyBH, MPEANOYTUBIIICH eMy
OTMOJTYATHCA.

CreH norpoOoBaj COTHYTb JIYK M OOOPHUTENTHHO 3aKUBAJT. B pyKax oH Aepkaj OTJIMYHOE OXOT-
HUYbE OPYKHUE, C KOTOPBIM, IIPH KEJIAHUH, MOKHO OBUIO OXOTUTHCS U Ha Joiel. CTeH BEpHYJICS B IOM
¥ TIOPBICKAJI 110 HeMY, UIia cTpesibl. OH HaIEN [Ba 3a0UTHIX KOTYaHa, B3sUT OMH U BBIILIEI HA YITUILY.
Crynasi mo HEOOBIYHO MSTKOW TpaBe B 3TO BpeMsi T0f1a, OH IMOJAOUIEN K OIMyIIKe W BbIOpan cede
1IeJIb B BUJIE TOHKOTO Toruéuiero aepeBa. CTeH CTpessil O HACTYIUICHUS] TEMHOTHI, IOKA HE CTEM-
HEJIO HACTOJIBKO, YTO CTaJl0 HEBO3MOXHO HENUThcsl. OH BepHYJCS B JIOM, He 3a0bIB MPUXBATUTh
¢ co0oit 00yBb, U JIET CTIATh, BHITSHYBIIMCH IPSMO Ha TIOTY. 3eMiis Oblla yCT/IaHa Maxy4uMH TPaBaMH,
BU/IUMO, JJI51 3ALUTHl OT HACEKOMBIX MJIM MOJ3Y4rX rafoB. OObATHI paccnadisionMy apoMaTamMH,
OH OBICTPO 3aCHYJI, @ POCHYBIIKCh, OOHAPYKWII, UTO HA YIIUIIE MOPOCHUII 10K Ib.

Henars Obi10 Heuero, U CTeH oOcneoBan oM BeAbMbl. EMy momagamuch mIKypbl YOUTBIX
JKUBOTHBIX, TPaBbl, KHUTH, CYIIEHOE MSICO U I'PHOBI M, HAKOHEll, OH HaméNn orHuBo. CymeB JOOBITH
OTOHb, OH 32XET OTHY U3 CBEUeH U B3sUI B PyKH MEPBYIO MONABIIYIOCS KHUTY. PackphIB €€, OH 10ro
CMOTpeJ Ha TIEPBYIO CTPaHMILy, HE B CHJIaX TMOHSTh, YTO ke 0003HAYAIOT CHUMBOJIBI, 3aMEHSIOIIIE
OyKBBI B HOPMaJIbHBIX KHUTaX. OH OTJIOKWII 3Ty W B35U1 Cleqylollylo KHUTY. B Hell, B mpuHIuIe,
OBLJIO TO XK€, YTO M B MIEPBOil. B35IB TPEThI0 KHUTY, OH YK€ M HE PACCUMTHIBAII TIOUUTATh, HO OIIMOCS.
Knura Oputa ucniucana cTUXamu, 1o cBoer popme 10 00T HAIIOMUHAIOIIMMU pedb BeabMbl. [lomu-
CTaB € HEMHOTO, OH OTJIOKMJT (DOJTMAHT B CTOPOHY M CXBAaTHJICA 32 ClIEAyIoIIyI0. B 310l ObUIH CKa3Kku
O MPUHIIAX, IPUHIIECCAX, OE3bIMSHHBIX Teposix U apakoHax. [IsTas KHUTra CHOBa coiepikaia B cede
HETOHATHBIC CUMBOJIBI, 4 BOT IlecTasi OblJIa HAIMKMCAHA JISTOMKCIIEM 1 TIOCBsIeHa BpemeHam Crapoii
Nmnepun. Tloxoxe, oHa ¥ COXpaHWJIACh C TeX BPEMEH, BUIS B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM TpeObIBaIN €€
crpanuibl. OH pelI MOYUTaTh STy KHUTY, MPOIMYCKasi MHOTHE YCTapeBIIINe, HEMOHITHBIE U JABHO
BBIIIIE/IINIME U3 00MX0/a clioBa. B 001X yeprax, UCTOpUsI, KOTOPYIO OH 3HAJI, MAJIO YeM OTINYaJIach
OT UCTOPHH, MU3JIOKEHHON Ha 3TUX JpeBHUX cTpaHuiax. CTeH OTJIOKWI U 3TOT (POIMAHT U PEIuI
BBIITH Ha ynuily. HeOeca npekpaTuiy miakarh, ¥ OH Pelini HEMHOTO MTOOXOTUTHCS.
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BssiB nyk u crpensi, CTeH OTIpaBuiIcs B JieC B HA/IEKAE MOACTPETUTh XOTh KOro-HuOyab. OH
OponIuII HelaJIeKo OT J1yOa, O0sICh HAPBATHCS Ha CKOTUICHHME MEPTBEIOB. 3a 3THM 3aHSITHEM OH U CKO-
pOTas BpeMs JI0 Beuepa, HO, TaK M He HallaB HU Ha OJIMH Cliefl, BepHyJIcs K 1yOy. Cremyiomuii 1eHb
HE MPHUHEC eMy ycriexa, ¥ Ha TPETU OH pelmics yriayouTbcs B jec. [logcoxime paHsl TO3BOHIIH
emMy 0O0yThCsl, TTOCJIe Yero OH U OTIIPaBUJICS B IyTh. OTONAS HA HECKOJBKO BEPCT, CTeH HaEn cBe-
KHe OTIeYaTKU KabaHbpuX cieoB. «[IopocEHOUeK», — 3aMEeTHIT OH, MPUCIIOHSS TTAJTBIIBI K OTIIeYaTaB-
IIUMCSI B TPs13U KonbITHaM. OH CHSUI € IJ1eYa JIK, HAJIOXKUJT Ha TETUBY CTpeTy, M IOTPYCHII T10 CTIeAy.
[Mpoiias npunuynoe paccrosinve, CTeH OOKOBBIM 3peHMEM 3aMETHJI IBUKEHHUE U, He Tepsisi BpeMEHH,
pa3BepHyJIcs K 11e11. BMecTo mopocéHka K HemMy MeajieHHO npubnmkancs mepteell. CTpena Jierko
MIPOH3MJIA TOJIOBY BOCCTaBINIEMY, KOTJ]a OH CITYCTHJI TeTuBYy. MeptBen cBanwics, © CTeH momomen
K TeJly, 9ToObI 3a0path cTpeny. Caenas CBOE J1es10, OH OTBEN I71a3a OT MepTBela ¥ YBUEI €IIIE OTHOTO.
CTeH HakMHYJ Ty K€ CTpely, HO TYT K€ OTKa3aJCsl OT TOW WJAEH, OIYCTUB JIyK. 3a BTOPBIM ILIEN
TPETUH, 32 TPETHUM YETBEPTHIN, a 32 UETBEPTHIM. .. 3a YETBEPTHIM I1UIA 11eJ1asi Op/a, 3aroIHss COOOM
BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO MeX Iy AepeBbsiMu. CTEH YPOHUII CTPEJTy Ha 3eMJII0 U IOMYAJICS K TyOy, MBITAsCh
MIPOCKOYUTH MUMO HEOOBATHOM apMuy MepTBeroB. OH BCE yallle U yarie OrisIbIBaJICs U BUJIEN, KaK
C KaXIbIM pa3oM MEPTBBIC CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE OJTMkKe U ONMKe.

CreH yxe Oexall Ha Mpefese CBOUX BO3MOKHOCTEH, KOrja nepe] HUM BO3HUK BOCCTABILIUMA,
OyKBaJIbHO BBIBAJIMBIIIMICS U3-3a iepeBa. He ycnieBast cBepHYTh, OHU M KyOapeM MoJIeTeN Ha 3eMITIO.
Bckouus, Cten nocnemm yopaTbesi IOJIbIIE OT STOTO MeCTa, HO, OOEpHYBIIUChH, 3aMETUJI, UTO
TPYI NOIHSJICS U KMHYJICS IPOYb OT Hero. CTEHJIM OCTAaHOBUJICS U TOCMOTPEN Ha PYTUX MEPTBEIIOB:
BCE OHM CBOPAUYMBAJIM C ITYTH, Jake He oOpalras Ha Hero HUKakoro BHUMaHusl. CTeH CMOTpeT Ha UX
CTpaHHOE TMOBE/ICHNE M He BEPHJI CBOUM IJIa3aM: TIepeiiisi HEBUIUMYIO YepTy, OH CTajl Oe3pasinyeH
KPOBOKaJHHIM MOHCTpaM.

OH BepHyJIcs K AyOy, OTIOKWI JIyK U YJIErcsl pacTsHyJICSA Ha MOy, 0OAyMbIBasi IPOU3OIIE -
11ee ¢ HUM 4yz10. Ta HOYb BHIIAJIACh OECCOHHOM, Belb OH BCIYIIMBAJICS B KAXKABIM MIOPOX, OOSCH
TOSIBJIEHNS] HECKOHYAaeMOM apMUM MEPTBELIOB. YTPOM OH CHOBa OTIIPABHJICS B JIeC, B TO K€ MeCTO,
rae Obu1 Buepa. [IoToKk MepTBeLoB CHMIILHO TIOpesiell, HO OHH, KaK U BYepa, OOsIHCh MPHOIMKATHCS
K HEBUJIUMOM UepTe 1 MPOJOIKAIU CBOM OECCMBICIIEHHBIH TIOX0]] Ha BOCTOK. PeruB 6oblie He 0TXO0-
IUTh JAJIEKO OT OrpoMHOro ayoa, CTeH OTHpaBHJICS MCCIIEAOBATh 30HY, CBOOOAHYIO OT MEPTBBIX.
Takas okazajgach He OUYEHb-TO OOJBIION, U €€ TPAHUIIBI OH BUJIEN YETKO: JIOWIS JI0 ONpeaeEéHHON
YepThl, BOCCTABIIIME CBOPAYMBAIM HA CEBEp WU 0T, U OOXOAMIM BOZHUKIIEE HA UX IyTH MPEMsT-
CTBHUE IO IIMPOKOH IJIABHOH Jyre. YIOCTOBEPHMBIIMCH B cBOeW Oe3omacHocTH, CTeH pem Bep-
HYTBCSI K OXOTe, HO YK€ B 3a4apoBaHHOM 30He. K Beuepy oH BO3BpaTwics K JyOy Tak M He Hais
HUYErO CheCTHOTO.

CrycTst HecKoJbKO JHel OedycnientHol oxoThl, CTeH Bo3Bpamiaicsa K ayOy, Hecs ¢ coOOn
MIEPBYIO 100bIUY.

— Kako¥t 6ombITIoN, Kako! JKUPHBIN, KAKON COUHBIN fsATelN, — ToBopui CTeH MOACTpeSIeHHON
nruie. — Yto MHe ¢ To00i caenath, a? MoxeT, 3aKapuTh? — CIIPOCKIT OH Y TYIIKU AST/Ia, TOAHECS
TY K CBOEMY JIMILY.

Ho Bapyr 1o ero ciiyxa JOHECIUCh rojioca, OTBIEKIIME ero OT pasroBopa ¢ JOXJIOW MTHUIIEH.
«Jlromu?» — He MoBepUJI OH ylIaM U TYT K€ ero Jorajka noArsepauiach. Brepenu 3a nepeBbsiMu
MasTIUIIH JKUBBIE JTIO[H, PACTIONOKUBIINCH MO PACKUIUCTON KpoHOH ny0a. CTeH HAKMHYI NEeTeJbKY
AATITY Ha IIeI0 ¥ TIOIBECUJT er0 K MOSICY U MPOKpasics K camoit onyike. [Ipsiuack B KycTax, OH HaCUu-
TaJl He MEHee IIECTH JII0XKUH YeJIOBeK, B OCHOBHOM, JKEeHIIMH U JeTeld. My:KUuH IouTH He ObUIO, a Te,
KOTO OH YBH/IEJI, BBIIJISIIENN MOTPENAHHBIMU ¥ U3MYyUeHHbIMH. CTeH HalIEN Be/IbMY, CTOSIIIYIO B OT/Ia-
JIEHVH OT OCHOBHOW TPYIITBI ¥ OOJITAIONIYIO C KAKMUM-TO MYKUMHOW. OH HAJIOKWUII CTPEJTy HA TETUBY
1 nipunenuics. Jlydiei BO3MOKHOCTH PUKOHYUTH BebMYy y Hero He Ob10. [1oT BhICTyNMII Ha ero
70y, a OH BCE HUKAK HE MOT OTITYCTHTh CTPEJy B MOJET, IPUHECS TEM CaMbIM CMEPTh MOPOKACHUIO

16



B. H. ManbineB. «Tens Hapexpl. Tenn yanutoxxeHHbIX umriepuid. Kaura 11»

31a. «Jla mouuia Tel!» — 4epTHIXHY/ICA OH U omycTu JyK. CTeH BepHYJI CTpesly B KOJIYaH U BBILLEI
U3 CBOETO YKPBITHS.

— U xt0 Bce 311 yoan? — 0OpaTuiicsi OH K BeIbMe, HAaNpaBIIsisCh K HEl.

— Kak xopotuio, uto He y1én Tel, — otBeTrIa eMy Boponos luts. — To :xxuTenu Moey JepeBHH,
MOCTUIIA UX Oefa.

— Eme BeapM ¢ konayHamu ripuBesna’?

— 3pech 51 oHa BIaeio KoiagoBcTBOM. OHM Kak ThI.

— JlagHo, s TeOs IOIOX /1AM, — EepeBEI OH TeMy. — Uto nasbine?

— Ioiném co MHOM, — oHa momaHuIa CteHa 3a co0oi B 1y0. 3aiiisi BOBHYTPb, 3aMaJIB CBEUKY
u npurmacuB CTeHa 3a CToJI, BebMa Mpojaosnkuia. — Jliofei s npusena B CBOU JIOM, BEb KUTb UM
oonpiie Here. Ha HuX Hanmanu MEPTBBIE.

— ¢ BUIeNT HeCKOMBKO JIHEH Ha3ajl 1eTyio opay, — nepedw e€ CteH.

— Te, cambie, 4TO MX yOUTH XOTENH, — BeJbMa SIBHO MIMeJa B BUIY HApoJ CHapyxu. — Tak BOT,
sl BUJIeJ1a TBOMX JIPY3€il.

—Yr0?! — He noBepuB cBOMM yiaM psABKHYJ CteH. OH pUHYJICs Yepes3 CTOJ, CXBATUII BEAbMY
3a IMMBOPOT U MPUTSIHYI K ceOe. — [oBopu! I'me oHn? — 3a0pajt oH, 0OpHI3TUBast JEBYIIKY CIIOHOM.

— Opanu nexar B 3eMJie, Ipyrue KUBbl, — OTBETUJIA BEIbMa BCE C TEM e 3JIOBEIIUM CIIOKOM-
CTBUEM.

IToxoxe, 4To ero cpelB HE IPOM3BET HA HEE HUKAKOTO BIIEYATIIEHUS.

— Kro xuB? Kto ymep? Oteyaii!

— Hoiin ¢ BeHom, aBOE KUBHI.

— I'ne onn? — ne ynumaiics Cre.

— Onwm ynum, ux myTh He 0u30K. Cynb0a BeIET UxX.

— Kyna onn ynum?! — gpocts CTeHa npeBbIcuiia BCe Mpeebl.

— Tyna, rue Mecto um.

CTeH OTHyCTHII BeJJbMy M OHa BepHyJ1ach Ha cBoM ctyi. «[Ipokiaras 6ada! Yro 6 Tebs TBon
BOPOHBI 3aKJieBan!» — Kuries oH. EMy ctayio moHsTHO, 4To Oosbliero ot He€ He JoouThesi. CTeH
BCTaJI ¥ COOMPAJICS BHIATH U3 1y0a, KaK ero TeJio BHOBb OHEMETIO.

— Otnyctu MeHs1! — B3peBeJl OH, HO HOTY CaMU BEPHYJIM €ro 3a CTOJ. — XBaTHT!

— Jlpy3eii HAlTU Thl XO4Yelllb, HO CMepTh TeOs TaM ¥AET. Thl HUKOTIA WX HE YBUIMIIIb,
HO Moelb Mup criactu. He Bech, HO TOT, uTO 3HaU1. CTymai co MHOM U BMECTE MbI CKBO3b JIeC MPOii-
ném. TBost cyapOa oTIuHast OT UX. Thl caM HaWAENIb CBOW MYTh.

— O 4ém T, BeibMa? — yKe CIIOKOMHO CITPOCHIT OH.

— TBou npy3bs cnaciau Beex Tex joferd. OHM 3aKIJIM OrOHb B CEpALIAX, M JKUTENIU AEPEBHU
CyMeJIU TTPOAEPKATHCS 10 MOETO MPUXO/a.

— U rae xe ThI ObUIa?

— Cnacana s te6s. 1 ecnu 6narogaper MHe, OWAEM CO MHOW.

— INocnymaii, BenpMa, MOJIOBUHA MEHsI XO4eT TBOEU CMEPTH. . .

— Jlaxe ceromHs Tl HE CMOT YOUTh MEHsI, XOTh BBICTpeJ TBOM ObUT Obl cMepTesieH. Y CKOJTbKO
pa3 Thl MOJIOT 3aHOCHII, TIOKA criaja s?

Or eé npusHanus y CreHa oTBUCIA YemocTb. OH XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE MOT': U3 €ro pra
BBIPBIBAJIOCH KAKOE-TO TUXOE MbIYaHUE.

— TBo# nonr BenuT Tede yOUTh MEHSI, HO CepIile ITOro He XxoueT. Thl TOT, KTO N30paH.

— Kem? — cripocuin oH, o6petst nap peuu.

— Cynp0oii, — oTBeTHIa OHA U ocTaBmiIa CTeHa B KOMHATe, BB/ HAPYKY.

OH cuaen B ofuHOUYECTBE, OOIyMBIBas CI0Ba BeabMbl. OHa Hecla Kakyl-To 4yiib, HO CTeH
HE MOT OT/IEJIaThCA OT OILYIIEHUs, YTO BCE 31O Npasja. HernonsaTHas, HO, pasBa. Ero npysbs KuBbI.
ITo kpaiineit mepe, 1Boe U3 HUX. MIX HaI0 HATH, HO YTO KAET ero Brepeau? HaTKHUCH OH Ha TaKyIo
TOJIIY, YTO MPOIIUIA HECKOJIBKO JHEH Ha3al, ¥ ’KU3Hb y Hero Oy/ieT 04eHb KOPOTKOM, a CMEpPTh MYyUH-
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TEJIbHOH M y)kacHou. OT pa3aymuii ero OTBJIEK YMaBIIHMIA HA CTOJ M3-3a CIMHBI cBeT. CTeH 00epHYJICs
Y YBUJIEN CTapUKa, CTOSIIETO y CaMOro BXOJa.

— Kxe, kxe, — IpoKaIuisics OH, — MOXKHO?

— 3axonu, — npurnacui ero CTeH.

— 41, KoHeYHO, 3BUHSIOCH, HO, MHE BCerjia ObLJI0 MHTepeCcHO, e KuBET Illaiina, korga yxoqur
B JIEC.

— Maitna? Tak 30ByT Beapmy? — cripocui ero CteH.

— Ja, Maiina. Oxa BaMm pa3Be He cka3aia? A MeHs 30ByT HOpTOH, — pecTaBUIICS CTapuK.

— Crennu, — orBeTri1 emy CTeH. — A Thl €€ XOPOIIIO 3Haelllb?

— Bcro cBoo ku3Hb, — orBeTHII HOpTOH. — Kak nomHio.

— IlpaBna? A pacckaxu MHE O Hell?

— Pacckazars? D10 MOXHO. A, 4TO Tebe paccka3aTh?

— A naBaii mpsiMo ¢ caMoro Havajia, — MaxuyJ1 pykoi CteH.

— Hy, tak cimymmaii. Ponuiics s niet. .. ceMbecsT Ha3aj. Tak BOT, Korja MHe ObLIO JIeT BOCEMb,
s1 C HEW ¥ MO3HAKOMMJICSL. . .

— Yro Th1 MHe Bpérb! Kakue Bocemb? Eif OT cuiibl royia 1BaanaTh aBa, He OoJbliie!

— Xe, — ycMexHyJIcs ctapuk. — OHa 1 IecATh JIeT Ha3a] BBITJISIENa TaK ke, U nAThaecar. Hy,
clyniaii 1 He niepeOuBaii. B o01mieM, B BOceMb JIeT s1 TO3HAKOMUJICS C Hel, KOrJa CeMbsi MOsI Tiepe-
opainacs B JlecHoit Orutor. OHa Bceraa epxajiach CTOPOHOM APYTUX JIETei, U BO3PACcTOM MeHsI Oblia
noctapiie. E€ Torna B ydeHUIIb Hailia TpaBHUIA B3si1a. CIOCOOHOCTH TIeTUTENILCKUE B HEW TTPOCHY-
nvck. Tak BOT, TOZHAKOMUJIMCH MBI C HEW, M IPYKUTh HAYQT. A KOTJ]a MHE IIIeCTHAIIATh CTYKHYJIO,
MIpU3HAJICS S eH, 4TO JMOoOMo. A OHa OTBETHJIA, YTO MUJT 51 €, ]a BOT TOJIBKO JIPYTOMY CY’KJ/IeHa OHa
1 He OBITh HaM C Helo BMecTe. PaccTpowsicst s Toria, HO pyK CBOMX HE OITyCTHJT: BUJE s, UTO U JpyTrHe
MapHU 32 Hell 0eraiT, JIake Te, YTO OOMKaJIM KOTJa-To, 1a BOT TOJIBKO HUKOTO OHA K cebe OIM3KO
He nofnmyckaet. Cam BUIUIIb, KpacuBast OHa, HE TaKasl, KaK OOBIYHBIE JTIOH. A s1 BOT BO3bMH U MOKJISI-
HUCh, YTO HU C KeM $1 He Oy/y, ec/ii He ¢ Heli! A OHa OnsATh HU B Kakylo. B o01em, BCio 13Hb CBOIO 1
nobusacs e€. 51 crapen, oHa xoportena. S qpsixiien, OHa CTAaHOBWJIACH CHJTbHEe. S1 Beb 10 TIpeKHEMY
moOIo e€, 1a BOT Tenepb Kak JI04b, WM Kak BHYuKy. O0elianue 1o 51 cBo€ caepxkai. U B e€ razax
s BUKY, UTO He Oe3pas3siuyieH s eid, HO BOT B TOJIOBY ceOe OHa BOWIIA, UTO CyXkK/IeHa KOMY-TO, U BCE!
Ha u Ben, TOT, 9TO MPHIIEN, JOOUTHCS €€ TBITAJICS, HO OHA TOJIBKO M MOIJIA, UTO OTKA3aTh EMY.

— ben? — nepecripocunt CteHmu.

— Ha, Tot, uyTo cKkBO3b Jiec npoiien. C Topapuiamu. JKajib, 4T0 HE BCE OHU BbIKWIIU.

— A xorja Thl y3HaJI, YTO OHA Maruei Biajaeetr? — cnpocu crapuka CteH.

— HaBHo. Koraa TpaBHuila Haia nomepna, [laiiia u crana Hareid 3Haxapkoil. beiBasio, moBo-
IOWAT pyKamu Haj OOJBHBIM, TOT M BbI3AopaBiuBaeT. OcobeHHo panbl. OHM MpsIMO Ha I1a3ax 3aTsi-
TMBAIOTCA. A emé OHA OT MaJIbUMIIeK OTOMBasiach. BriBasio, 6eryT OHU K Hel, YTOOBI MOKOJIOTUTD,
Y TIAJAI0T Ha POBHOM MecCTe, Bce, Kak oauH. Bot nmorexa Obuia!

— A ponurenu e€ Kto?

— Ponurerneit s1 He 3acTaj, MepTBH OHM yke Obut. HO TOBOPAT, He U3 HAIICHCKUX OHU OBLIH,
MIPUIIUTM B AEPEBHIO, KOTJa MaTh Ha CHOCSIX ObUIA, W MOMPOCHIMCH TPUIOTUTh MX. Tak U OCTaJIUCh.
T'oBopsIT, 4TO MaTh, YTO OTEI] BHICOKUE OBLTN, YSPHOBOJIOCHIE U OUYEHb KPaCHBbIe. 3a YEPHBIE BOIOCHI
UX Y TIPO3BaJIM BOpoHaMH. BoT Ha e€ Kpacoty u noBéncst onuH 3aBoauia. Jonro on qoousascs ee:
Y JIaCKOM, W yroBopamu, u yrpo3amu. Illaiine Torma et cemb ObUTO, KOraa Oeqa caydusachk. boul
MIEPBBIA JIEHb JIETa U CTApOCTa PEIIMI YCTPOUTh MPa3IHUK. B JJTMHHOM IoMe OCBOOOIVIIA MECTO
IUISL TUTSICOK, W JIyHA YKe JaBHO 3aBHCIIA HAJ JEPEBbSIMH, KOTJIa OH IMPOHUK B 3aJ ¢ ocTporou. Eé
POAMTENN TAHIIEBAJIM B LIEHTPE 3aJ1a, KOIjia OCTPUE BOLILIO B cliuHY e€ Matepu. KocTsiHoi HakoHeu-
HUK TIPOH3UJI €€ HACKBO3b U MOMAaJ MpsIMO B cepare e€ Mmyxa. OH ymep Ha MecTe, a OHa e¢ JOJTo
pbloana, npubutass K MEPTBOMY TeJly CBOero Jiooumoro. B cymartoxe youiiia coexaln, a oHa emg
LEJIBIA IeHb My4YWJIach, MpekIe YeM yMepeTb. YOUUITy BCKOpe MOMMalH, a €€ poauTesel moxopo-
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HWIHN IO, MaJIEHbKUM JAyOKOM, KOTOPBI OHM OJHAX/Abl MPUHECIIU U3 JIECy U MOCAIMIN HA OKpa-
uHe nepeBHU. Ho camoe crpaiiiHoe, 4To IeBOUYKa BUjENa CMEPTh CBOMX poauTteneil. OHa npuxoania
K yOuiille ¥ IpOCTO CHJea U CMOTpelia Ha Hero 4yacamu, a OH Opasl Ha He€ U rpo3mics yOuThb, Kak
youn u e€ poauteneid. OMHAXKABI €ro HAIUIA MCTEKIIUM KPOBBIO, OTPYOUIIM HOTU M TOJIOBY, OY/ITO
OH KOJI/IyH, U 3aKONAJIM B pa3HbIX siMax. DTO Tenepb s 3HAI0, YTO KOJAYHOM OH He ObLI, HO TOrAa
JEPEBEHCKUE PelInIM, YTO KOJAYH UMEHHO OH. YUTo X, [0 3aciayram HErofasio.

— He mymai, 4ro ¢ Heit BC€ Tak CJIOKHO, — nmporoBopusi CTeH.

— Iocmymait, Ctennu, Tl Oeperu e€, oHa XOpoIlasi, XOTb XOJIOAHA CHAPYKH.

— Kak 6epeun? — He noHsi1 ero CreH.

— Hy, xak? Kak npy3bs 6eperyt apyr apyra? Bl Besib yXoaute, st 3TO 3HAIO.

— Ha, yxonum, — nocjie HeCKOJIbKMX MUHYT MOJTYaHUsI IPOU3HEC OH. — A Thl, CTApUK, YTO JIENIaTh
Oyneninb?

— Ocranych 31ech. OHa OoJbllie HE BEPHETCS, HO XW3Hb Be/lb He 3aKOoHYeHa? 37ech CTOBKO
1€, 2 MY’)KMKOB COBCeM He ocTasioch. OJTHU KEHIIMHBI [1a IETHU.

«babw1 1a netu, — noTopu mpo cedst CteH. — Bugars 1 BopaBy cepbE3HO X MEPTBSIKH MOTPe-
nasn». Ero oTBIEK 1mesiect mKyp 3a CMHOM U, 00epHyBIIHCh, OH yBuen aiiny. «Boponos luts —
HE ITHII, & JIIOOSIIUX POIUTENIei», — MEJIbKHYJIA MBIC/Ib B €ro rojioBe. OH clieiI, Kak BeIbMa J0CTAET
U3-TI07] TYMOOYKH aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHYIO CyMKY M HAUMHAET CKJIabpIBaTh B He€ cBou Bely. CHavasa
KaKHe-TO TPaBbl B MEIIOUKAX, 3aTEM OHA MOJIOKUJIA B CYMKY HECKOJIBKO KHUT, a MOcJIe TyAa OTIpa-
Buiach 1 efa. CTeHIM BUET, YTO Ha CTOJIE OCTAJIHCH JIeXkKaTh BCE KONJOBCKHME (DOTMAHTHI 1 COOPHUK
CTHXOB, KOTOPBIE OH YCIEJ MOJIUCTATh.

— BosbMmu ¢ coboii ey, — oOparmiiack oHa Kk CTeHy, Opocast eMy MEIIIOK.

CreH nociyniasncs M 3aKMHYJI B HEr0 OCTAaTKU €/1bl. 3aTeM OH OIJISIHYJICS M YBUZE, KaK BeJbMa,
0e3 0cOOBIX YCHIINI, HATSTUBAET TETUBY HA BTOPOM JIyK. OHa CHslJIa CBOY MEpHATHIN TUIAI ¥ Haesa
Apyrou, 6osee MpocToi ¥ MpUBbIYHBIA. [T0TOM HaIl1a BTOpO# KomuaH, B3sijla CYMKY M JIYK U cKas3aa,
IIOCMOTPEB EMY B IJ1a3a:

— S BuKy, T cO MHO¥M HAEIIb. [ToTOpONMCh, HAII TyTh HE OJIMU30K.

CteH cxBaTujI CBOM MOJIOT, BTOPOM JIYK, KOJTYaH U MEITIOK M BBICKOUMJT HA YJIMILY BCJIE]] 32 BE/b-
Moii. 3a HUMH OpKHYJ HOpTOH, M OHM HarpaBUJIMCh K Omkaiiieit omyiike. Boiinsa B iec, CteH
OKJIVKHYJI BEIbMY:

— 31, nocrou! Kyaa Mel unem?

— Ha ceBep, — oTo3Banache Ta.

— W 1 naxe He nonpoiaernibesi ¢ Hopronom? — cipocut oH e€.

Benpma ocranoBwiiack u 00epHyiach. E€ 11a3a BCTpETUIIHCh € Ila3aMU CTapuKa, U BIIEPBbIC
CreH yBuiel CJ€3bl, BOT-BOT FOTOBBIE COpBaThCsi ¢ e€ BeK. OHa noponuia K HopToHy 1 Kpenko o6Hsia
crapuka. «Kak oObIYHBII YeTIoBeK», — 3ameT1 po ceOst CTeH.

— [pomaii, — mporrenTaia oHa. — TBoeli ObITh HE MOIJIA 51, THI He MosI cyap0a. [Ipocth, — 1o eé
1IeKe MOTEeKJa CIe3MHKa, U BeJbMa 3aKMYpPHUJIach, NbITAsACh CAEPXKATh MMOTOK T'OTOBBIX MPOJIUTHCS
CIIES.

Crapuk moriagut e€ 1o KECTKUM BOJIOCAM U YTO-TO MPOIIENTaI el Ha yx0. OHa yabpIOHYJIach,
packpslia IJ1a3a 1 MouesnoBaja ero B HEKy. 3aTeM BbIHY/Ia U3 BOJIOC YEPHOE Nepo U otaasia Hoprony.
Crapuk yneIOHYJICS, a BelbMa MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM U 3amaraia Ha ceBep. CTeH IBUHYJICS
3a Hell, HO BCE-TaKU OMNISIHYJICSI TIOCMOTPETh Ha cTapuka. HOPTOH cTosim HAa TOM ke mecte, 00sICh
rouieBenThes, 1 CTeH BUEN €ro HallOJIHEHHBIN IPyCThio B3MIAA. CTapuK CMOTpE BCJle] yXOIsALIen
AEBYIIIKE, CMOTpEJI, KaK ero eIMHCTBeHHas JTI0OOBb, JIIOOOBb BCEH €ro KM3HU HABCET 1A IOKUAAET ero.
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3. beckpaiinuii Jiec

— Hy u ckonpko Ham ermé Oy )kaaTh Mo 3TUM Jiecam? — 0OpaTHiIcs OH K BeibMe. — ThI-TO XOTh
3Haellb, KaK Ha3bIBAETCS ATOT JieC B OOJIBIIOM MHpe?

— Her, — xopotko otBeruia [aiina.

— beckpaitnuii! — noyuntenbHo nponsHec CteH. — M 1o TBOUM CJ10BaM MBI Y:ke BUepa JOJIKHBI
ObLIU BBIATH U3 HETO.

— M1 Boiiigem. Ckopo. [laBHO 31ech He ObIBasia s, — OTBETUJIA BejbMa B CBOEH MaHepe.

— Hy BoT, BblilieM MBI, a 4TO AaJibiie?

— Tol moMIENIb CBOCH JOPOTOH, 51 CBOCH.

— Cnymait, BejpMa, TeOs1 %ke B TIEpBO# IEPEBHE COKTYT, €Ba ThI TaM MOSIBUIIBCS. Thl TOBOPUIIIL
TaK, CJIOBHO cama HallpaliMBaebcst Ha KOCTED.

— 41 3naro0. TBoW Apyr MHE TOBOPIII O TOM ke. [ToaTomy B3sia ¢ cOOO# 1 KHUTH.

— U gemy ke y4aT TBOM KHWUTH?

Bwmecto otera BenpMa mpoMoTiaa. Beuto MoOHATHO, YTO HE TaK YK CHJIBHO €i IOMOTraeT camMo-
CTOSITEJIbHOE OOyUeHHe.

— Bor ckaxu MHe, BelbMa, Kak TeOs1 Beryarh? — CIIPOCHII OH.

— 41 Boponos [lurs.

— B Gonbiiom Mupe Tak He ToBOpAT. Ecim TeOst KTO CIIPOCUT, Thl JOMKHA Oy/iellb OTBETUTb:
«Mewns 30ByT dutst BopoHo», — CTeH npusagymalcs, a HoToM nponokui. — Het, Toraa te6st TouHo
coxryT. let BoOpOHOB B UMIIepuu He BCTPEYAIOTCS, a €CJIM U BCTPEUAIOTCsI, TO KUBYT Hepomro. a
u nMms TBo€ — Illaiina — cimmkoM npuBieKaresibHoe. $1 32 COPOK JIET )KU3HU HU pa3y He CIIbIIA
o neyiike ¢ umeHeM Illaiina. Tak uto, Bo3pMu cede kKakoe-HuOyab poctoe uMsi. CUrypa, Hanpumep,
i Anim. Xotst Curypr Toke He OYEHb. ..

— 3a TBOM coBeT Tebe 51 OmarogapHa, — HapacreB MpoiedeTaia OHa.

Crenuu XJIOMHY ceOsl JTAJOHBIO 110 JIOY U TIPOCTOHAT:

— OmnaTtpb TH 32 cBOE? 3a TBOU coBeT Tebe s OnmarogapHa. Kakoii yxac. OObIYHBINA YeTOBEK
ckaza Obl «Oarogapio Te0s 3a COBET», WJTU «CIMachO0 3a COBET», HO HUKAK HE 3TO.

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer, — nornpasuiach [1lafina.

— Bor, tak-to syure. TonbKo enié roBopy He HapacreB U Toraa BooOie OyAeT OTIMYHO. A TO
TeOs1 IPUMYT He 32 BeIbMY, a 3a OJIAXKEHHYIO WU CTa00yMHYIO.

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer.

— O, 6ory, Hy 1 YYEHUILy Bbl MHE TIOJICYHYJIM, — CXBaTUJICSI OH 32 TOJIOBY.

OH cnenoBast 3a BeJpbMOM, TSIl HA ONMABIIYIO JIMCTBY TO1 Horam, Kak Bapyr Ilaiina pe3ko
BBIXBaTWJIA JIYK M OTIpaBUjIa B MOJNET [IBE CTPEJIbl: OMHY 3a JIpyroil. CTeH yBUeN TONbKO, KaK JBa
MepTBella CBAIMIIICH Ha 3eMJTI0 ¢ poOuThIMK ronoBami. [1laiina mogomia K HUM U 3a0pajia CBOM
CHApSIJIBI, PE3KO BBIIEPHYB UX U3 THUJIBIX YEPETIOB.

— I'ne ToI Tak Hay4MIach CTPENSITh? — CIIPOCKI OH BEIbMY.

— Ha 310 Bpemenu umena st JOCTaTOYHO, — ONSATH HapacreB npousHecna [Haiina.

— A st iyku? OTkyna onu y 1e6s1? — CTeH JaBHO MOHSLT, UTo JyK B pykax [llaiiiel He ycTymaer
0 MOIIHOCTH €T0 JIYKY.

— Ponureneit Moux, — OTBETHIIA OHA.

— Hazno roBoputh «MouX popuTesnen», noHsuia?

— Cnacu6o0 3a coBer.

— A mouemy Tbl HE BOCIIOJIB30BAJIACh MarMei? — perics 3a/1aTh OH JIaBHO MHTEPECOBABIINI
ero BOIPOC.

— Korna mbl BhlizieM U3 Jiecy, s Oyny npsTathest. Hemb3st Tam cuity pOsIBIISITD U S yUYChb JKUTh
0e3 He€, — OTBETWIA OHA.
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— IIpaBuibHO MBICTHIIB. Tam BeAbM He JIIOOSIT.

— W s BexpM He m007TI0.

— To1 e cama Benbma? — yausuicsi CteH.

Ha ero Bompoc Illaiiia npomonyana. Bugumo, y He€ ObUTM MPUYMHBEI HE OTBEYaTh eMy, a OH
¥ He 0co00 JIOMBITHIBAJICS 10 TpaBjbl. BedepoM OHM YCTpOWJIM NPUBAT CPEAd JEPEBbEB, U TMOKA
Crensm Oponuit 1o OKpyre, cooupasi XBOPOCT, BeJjbMa B OUEpEIHON pa3 MpoiesIbiBasla CBOU, yke
CTaBIIWIA PUBBIYHBIM, pUTYyaJl. Ha cTBOJIE KaXI0ro nepeBa oHa Bhpe3asa pyHbI U, TIPOKOJIOB MaJiell,
obarpuiia uX KpoBbl0. 3aTeM pacchiliajia BOKPYT MOPOIIOK U3 CYIIEHBIX TPaB U MPUHSLIACH Pa3lebl-
BaTh TYIIKY KYHHUIIBI, IOACTPENICHHYIO €lo Tociie noayaHs. Kak oHa 3ameTniia cpeay rycThiX BeTBei
anyb, CTEHIM MOT TOJIBKO IIpeanonarath. Pa3es KocTép, OH Hacaaui 100bIUy Ha BETKY W IPUHSLICS
e€ KapuTh. BpemeHamu oH cpe3asl OJIOCKM Msica U MPOTArMBajl UX BeapMe uin e cam. A Illaina
CHfeNa ¥ CMOTpeJia B TEMHOTY M BCIYIIMBAJIACH B THIIIMHY, ¥ CO3/1aBAJIOCH BIIeUaTIeHHE, OyITO HEUTO
IIBITAJIOCh OTTOBOPUTH €€ MOKUIATh 3TU MecTa. Ha e€ nuiie 3acteiia rpycts v Tocka, U CTeH He XoTel
TPEBOXUTH €€ paccripocamu. OOcocaB MocieIHre KyHbU KOCTOUYKH, OHH JIeTH criaTth. CaMbIM 00JTb-
IIIAM TUTIOCOM B ITyTEIIECTBHUH C BEIbMOM OBLIO TO, UTO HE HaI0 OBbLIO BBICTABISTH JO30PHBIX. CTEHIH
MOJTHOCTBIO JJOBEPSUI YapaM JIEBYIIKM U B 9TOT pa3 OHU TOXKE HE MOABEIN. A MPOCHYJCS OH Cpeau
HOYHU OT TOTO, YTO MPSIMO HaJ| €r0 roJIOBOW pa3[aBajIMCh CTOHBI U INENKaHbe 3yOoB. B cBete noropa-
IOLLETO KOCTPa OH YBUJEJ, UTO BOKPYT MX CTOSIHKM CJIOHSIIOTCSI HECKOJIbKO MepTBelioB. [laiina Toxe
MPUTIOTHSIACH M HAOJTI0/1a/1a 32 TIPOUCXOASIIIUM.

— Bac Bcex CKOpo He CTaHeT, — IPOM3HECIa OHA COBCEM I10-YEJIOBEUYECKH.

[oTom oHa Jiernia 1 3acHyJa, Kak Oy/ITo BOKPYT HUX HUYEro He nmpoucxoausio. CTeHm nocuaen
HEMHOI'O U TOXe JIET ChaTh, cieays e€ npumepy. HayTpo ot MepTBeloB He octayioch u ciiena. OHu
coOpasi CBOM MOXUTKHU M OTIPABUJIMCH B TYTh, 3aTONTAB €IIE AbIMSIIIECcs yIiu Horamu. M onsThb
[lajina crana TOOBITYMKOM, MTOACTPESTUB HA STOT pa3 MPOJIETAIOINLYIO MTHUILY, )KUPHYIO 1 HEYKITIOKYIO.
Crennu cam HUKOT/AA OBl HEe TIONaJI BO BHE3AIMHO BO3HUKIIYIO 11€JTh, HO BeZbMa ObljTa ObICTpPA, CIOBHO
MonHus. [Togxons K go0bYe, OHa BAPYT HACTOPOKMIIACH, OCTAHOBIJIACH M 3aMepJia.

— Yr0 Takoe? — cripocui1 nogouieanii K e CteH.

— Onu uayt. bamsko, — oreernia Hlaiina.

Kto Takue «onm» CteH noHsu1 6e3 oobsicheHunit. Méptbie. M BeqpMa Tak He TiepeskuBaia Obl,
Oy/ib ONTACHOCTh HECephE3Has.

— Otkyna? — cipocusi oH. — CKOJIbKO ux?

Benpma pykoii mpoBesna MosyKpyr, OXBaTblBasi BECh CEBEP U YaCTh 3arla/ia.

— Yro 6 Bac Bcex! — BIpyrascs oH. — M uro Tenepnb?

— MBI yxe 6:1m3KM OT BbIXOaa U3 jeca. [Ipogoykum myTh.

— Tel ¢ yma conuta, BegpMa? CoBceM MyxoMopoB oObenack? VX ke Tam, HaBepHOe, COTHH!
Wnm T cHOBa TipoBeEIIs HAC, KaK Toraa, Ha 6omoTe?

— Her, — orBeTn1a BegpMa. — MBI CIMIIKOM OJTM3KO K BalliuM MaraM. MeHst MOTyT yuysTb. be3
Maruu MpuaETCs OOOUTHCH.

— Tel TOuHO pexHynack, — mporosopui CreH.

— Tloitném, Benukuid BoMH. MBI CMOXEM WX TMPOWTH, — M OHA TONUIA JAJbIle, HAJOXKUB
Ha TETUBY CTpeJTy ¥ 3a0bIB O CBOEH JOOBIYE.

Cren nocneioBall €€ mpuMepy M B3sUl JIyK Hau3rotoBky. [lepBoro meprsenia moxcrpesnuia
[aiina, yemy CteH He ObUT yIUBIEH. Bonpeky ero 0kuaaHusM OHa He OCTaHOBHJIACh, YTOOBI 3a0paTh
crpeny, a npoiia MuMo. Clieyoluil MepTBell TOke JI0CcTajics ei, a BOT TpeThero cpasui CteH. OH
CITyCTHJI TETUBY, ¥ €TI0 CTpeJia Yroiuia MpsiMo B 100 Oe3ri1a30My BOCCTaBIIIEMY. A 3aTeM KOJTMYECTBO
MEPTBBIX MHOT'OKpAaTHO yBeJIMumiIock. He nepecraBast oTCTpeMBaThCsl, OHU 1IUIA BIEPEN, HO C Kaxk-
ObIM I1IArOM UX IPOJBM:KEHUE 3amMensissioch. [aiina BITycTHIIA TIOCTEIHIOW CTPEy U NEPEKUHYJIa
JyK uepe3 1iedo, a CTeH B CBOIO ouepeib 3aMETUII, YTO y HEro eme€ OCTajaoch MPUIMYHOE KoIuye-
cTBO crpen. JleBylika 3ameprna, pa3Be/isi B CTOPOHBI pykH, U CTeHJIM pasrisaen, Kak Ha €€ ThUIb-
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HOU CTOpPOHE JIAIOHEW paCKPBIBAIOTCS paHbl, PEBPAIASCH B 3aITyTaHHBIE ajible y30pbl. OH BHITYCTU
CTpeJy B MOAOLIEAIIEro K Hel BIUIOTHYIO MEPTBella, U TYT oHa oxmia. Kak qukas komka oHa OpocH-
Jlach Ha Bpara, u e€ KyJIaK, CJIOBHO MOJIOT, CHEC TOJIoBy OnmkaiiiemMy Bpary. «Huuero cebe», — npu-
ceucTHYJ Ctenim. OH nosepHysics ciiuHoil K aiine u moHsut, uro ux okpyxuid. Ero crpena BoH-
3WJIach B FOJIOBY MEPTBELLY, U ITOKa TOT MajaJl, cleaylolas yxe Jeresia K CBoe Lieu. «YeTbipe, NATh,
IIeCTh, — CYATAIT OH PO cebsi. — Cemb, cemb...» Ha ceibMOM ero cTpesibl 3akOHYMIHCh. Toraa oH
OTOPOCHUJT JIYK, U TIOJIOKWJT JIQJIOHb HA PYKOSITh JIOOMMOTO KJieBIa. [lepBoro BoccTaBIIero OH BCTpe-
THJI YAApOM KyJIaka C JIEBOM, a 3aTeM JOOMII TOro MOJIOTOM, TpoOUB JI0O KioBoM. Kiieselr Bpe3ascs
B BHCOK CIJIe/lyIOIllEMY MepTBelly, IIpeBpallas rojiopy Toro B Kaiy. Kto-To Buenuics emy B IIie4o,
HO CTeH OIHUM PBIBKOM pa3BEPHYJI €r0 U caomall 1iel. BoccraBimmii He ynan v He ymep, HO IoTe-
PsUT CIOCOOHOCTh OPUEHTHPOBATHCS U HAYaJl MellaTh IpyruM arakoBath Ctena. Bparu nactynanu
CIUIOIIHBIM [MOTOKOM, M OH Hayasl MEJIEHHO, HO BEPHO OTCTYNaTh, claBasi cBOIO no3uimio. CteH
MIOHVMAJT, YTO MPOUTPLIBAET U OOEPHYJICS IIOCMOTPETD, Kak 0OCTOAT Jiesa y BebMbl. K cBoemy yxacy
OH He oOHapyxuJ e€. Ha 3emiie BaJIsIMCh pa30pBaHHBIE YAaCTH YEJIOBEUECKUX TeJl, 2 B CTOPOHE TOJIIA
BOCCTaBIIMX 00pa3oBajia IMJIOTHOE KOJIBLIO, SIBHO MHITasCh YTO-TO AocTtath. «Illaima! — ¢ yxacom
NoHs1T oH. — OHM oOpasch 10 Heé!» YTo cribHee MOBEPIVIO ero B IOK: TO, YTO Be/ibMa IMOBEpKeHa
WX TO, 4TO C €€ KOHYMHOW YMPET U OH, OH He 3Hal. Ero yxac cmeHusics sipoctbio U CTeH puHYyICs
K HEll Ha MTOMOI1lb, HO, CIeJIaB JIMILb [1apy I11aroB, OCTAHOBUJICS: U3SIIIIHAS )KEHCKA pPyKa, CJIOBHO JIe3-
BHE KOCBI pa3pe3ajia OHO U3 TeJl U MPOILIACh 110 KPYTy CTOJIIUBIIMXCS MEPTBELOB, IIpeBpalias ux
B pa3opBaHHbIe OIIMETKU. Tena, pacuieHEHHbIE HAJBOE, Pa3JIETEINUCh 110 OKPYTe, U BebMa BbICKO-
yujia U3 CMEpTesIbHOro KankaHa. OHa ¢ HEe4yeJoBEYECKOW CKOPOCTBIO MOJCKOUMIIA K O4YepeTHOMY
MepTBelly U peOpoM JIAIOHH CHeclla eMy MakKyIKy, OyaTo cpe3aia MedoM. CTeHIM MPOCTO OMEIINT
oT npoucxopsiero. Ho ogHoro Mura 3ameniaTebCTBa XBaTHIO, YTOObI XOJMOAHbIE PYKH BLETIMIUCDH
emy B Jiu1i0. OH Tak 1 He ycIieJ TOJIKOM MOHSTh, YTO IPOU30LUIO, KOT/a IOYyBCTBOBAJ CUJIBHBIN TOJ-
4yok. CteH nE€pHYyJICs BIEpER U pyKH, 0OXBATUBIIME €ro JIMIO, pa3Kaluich U nojerean Ha 3emmo. OH
00epHYyJICs, TOTOBBIN HAHECTH yIap, HO MO3aJ1 HErO OKA3aJKCh JIMIIb OCTAHKA MEPTBella, JIMIINB-
1mvecsi pyK ¥ rojioBsl. CTeH MOKMCKa B3IJISAOM BeJbMy 1 0€3 TpyAa HAIEN e€: B HECKOIBKUX CaKeHsIX
OT HEro JIeByIIKa C pa3BOpOTa Bpe3asia HOTOM IO TOJIeHsIM MEpTBEeLd, yXBaTUIach 3a MOJJIETEBIIee
TEJIO U, TIOKAa TOT He JJOCTHUT 3eMJIH, IIEPEKUHYJIa ero uepes cedsi, cmdasi ¢ HOT eme ABOMX MEPTBBIX.
He ocranaenmBasich, OHa MOACKOYMJIA K HUM U BOH3WJIA JIA/IOHD B IIEI0 OJHOMY MEpTBEILLY, BbIpBaja
ero MO3BOHOYHHMK BMECTE C TOJIOBOM M pa3dumiia eil roJioBy BTOPOro MepTBera. 3aTeM CXBaTHJIach
3a NepeIOMaHHYI0 KOCTh I'OJIEHU TPEThEro, BhIpBajia €€ U MPOH3MIIA € 3aThlIoOK nocneaHero. OxHa
oOepHyJach U He IS METHYJIa OCKOJIOK KocTh B CTeHa. BeTepok KOCHYJICS ero mieku, Korga oHa
MIpOJIETaIa MUMO €TO T'OJIOBBI, M OH YCITBIIIAJ YaBKAIOIIUH 3BYK 3a cliuHOU. CTeH 00epHYyJICs 1 YBUJIEI
MaJaoIIero MepTBela, U3 roJIoBbl KOTOPOTo TOpYaia 3Ta camast KocTb. OH BHOBb OO€pHYJICS U B3IJIS-
HyN Ha BeibMy. OHa He 1eBeINIIach, U OH B3IVISIHYJI Ha €€ JIMLO, BCE M3Ma3aHHOE KyCKaMHU MEPTBO
TUIOTH. A TIOJl TUM MECHBOM BHHEIUCH PaHbI, CIUIONIb Pa3yKpaCUBIIKE €€ MIEKH, JIOO U MoA00po-
IOK, 3aJIeTEHHbIC B KPACHBbIE Y30Pbl M 0OpaMJIEHHbIE PYHUUYECKIMMU CUMBOJIAMH.

— Czanu! — kpuknyna ona u CteH, He TS5, yIapuil C pa3BopoTa.

KimioB kJ1eB1Ia BOLIEN B BUCOK MEPTBELLY, a CUJIbHBIN yap CBAIWJ ero Ha 3emimio. CTeH IEpHYI
MOJIOT, TIEPEXBATHII €ro 00EMMHU PyKaMU U MHTYUTHBHO YAAPUJI C pa3BOPOTY. TSKEbIA MOJIOT BCTpe-
THJICSI CO JIOOM OUepeHOro MepTBella U rojioBa, He BhIAEPXKAB yAapa, JonHy a. TéMHas BoHIOYAs
Krka OpbI3Hy/Ia B r1a3a CTeHy, ¥ Ha Kakoe-TO MTHOBEHHE OH oclierl. Pa3zMaxuBasi BO Bce CTOPOHBI
KJIEBLIEM, OH IBITAJICS IPOTEPETH [J1a3a JIEBOU PYKOid, HO MUP Mepe]] HUM PaCIlIbIBAJICS U BOCCTABLINE
CJIMBAJIMCH C IePEBbsIMY, 3acTaBiisisi CTeHa ApaThes ¢ MyCcTOTOM. Bpyr c3aau ero cxBaTuiim CHIIbHbIE
PYKH U TIOTAIImIM 3a co0oit. OH yaapuiI JIOKTEM M YCJIbIIIAT 3BOHKUI KEHCKUI KPUK B OTBET:

— 3710 ! Unu 3a mHO#!

— 41 e BuKky! — BoIkpukHy/1 CreH. — Kakasi-To IpsiHb 3a1ii1a MHE 1J1a3a!

— JlaBaii pyky! — oHa cxBaTuja ero 3a jajaoHb. — [Ipocto nepecrapiisiii Horu!
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CreH o0XxBaTHII €€ MaJICHBKYIO CKOJIB3KYIO JIAJOIIKY U pUHYJICS 3a Hell. Ero rasa cimnanmce,
1 OH OOSIICS TOJIBKO OTHOTO: CIIOTKHYThCs. Ero orpoMHasi MycKysucTasi 1aloHb 0OXBaThiBajla HExX-
HYIO MAJIEHBKYIO PYYKY BeJJbMbI, KOTOPOW OHAa COBCEM He/IaBHO TepedrBasia KOCTH U pacuyieHsiIa Tesa
MOHSIBINMXCS U3 MOTWJI uyoBuil]. CTeH Oeka 3a Hel, ¢ TPJOM TepecTaBisisl HOTH, a OHAa HecCllach
BIIEPENI, TSHS €ro 3a COOO.

— Ciona! — ycueliiast oH e€ rosioc u noepHyJ Bene 3a [laiinoi. — beictpo, mpombiBaii ri1a3a!l

OH 1nouYyBCTBOBAI, KaK BeIbMa MHITAETCS €ro HAKJIOHUTh U momaaics eil. CTaB Ha KOJIeHH
Y OITYyCTHB PYKH BHHU3, OH OILIYTHJI XOJIOAHYIO CBEXKECTh OeryIero pydeika. BrIcTpo OMbIB JIaIOHH,
CreH 3auepITHyJ1 BO/IBI M IJIECHYJT € Ha CBOE JIMIIO. 3aTeM eIlié U elié pa3, CMbIBasi CKJIM3KYIO Fa0CTh.
Ero rnasa pa3numimmch, 1 OH CMOT PacCMOTPETh, UYTO MEPTBEIbl MEAJIEHHO MOIOMPAIOTCS K HUM.
Benpma crosiyia Ha KOJIGHSIX PSIIOM C HUM M CMBIBaJIa THIJIYIO TUIOTh CO CBOMX PYK M JIMIA. Y30pbI
U3 paH Me/JIEHHO 3aTSATUBAIUCH caMH co00i. OHa OIJIsTHY/IaCh M BCKOUMJIA HA HOTH.

— bexum! — ckomanoBana oHa M1 CTeH NOTYMHUIICS.

HeO6omnbinas nepeapiiika y pyubs nomia CTeHy Ha MOb3y, ¥ OH OLy TUJI TpuiuB cuil. He oTcra-
Bas OT BEeJyILleH ero BeIbMbl, OH OesxaJl, n30eras TAHYIIUXCS K HEMY MEPTBELIOB U He YTpYkaast ceOst
ouTh X, 1aObl He TEpsTh BpeMeHH. Takas roHKa Jiack Ooliee daca, u B utore CTeH, BHIOMBIIUCH
U3 CUJI, CBAJIIJICS Ha OTABIIYIO JIMCTBY.

— Bceragait! — nogonia kK HeMy BezibMa | ITHYJIa €ro HOCKOM cariora B 60k. — OHu enié 6;1m3Ko
Y MOTYT HAC YUyATb.

— Jla mycTh XOTh COXPYT, HO B OJIMKaWIIME MSTh MUHYT 51 HE CABUHYCh C 9TOro Mecta, — CTeH
rTyOOKO BIOXHYJI M BBIZIOXHYJI, OIIYINAst HEXBATKY Bo3ayXxa. — He 3Halo, Kakuie TpaBbl Thl TaM MOTPeO-
JIsielllb, HO 3/10POBBI TPEHUPOBAHHBIN BOMH HE B CUJIaX 32 TOOOW YrHATHCS.

— XopoI110, — OTBETUJIA OHA U CHsIA C ceOs TUIall ¢ MOACOXITMMYU KYCKaMU MEPTBOM TIOTH.

Omna noTpsicia UM, MHITasCh OTOAPATh KYCKH JIMIIKOTO THUJIOTO MsIca, a 3aTeM IMOeI0o3MiIa UM
no omasiieit suctBe. CTeH Jiekal U CMOTpPeN, KaK KENThIe JIUCThsI, COUThIE BETPOM, MPOJOJIKAIOT
CBOM HETOPOILIMBBIN MOJIET OT KPOHBI AepeBa K 3emiie. EMy Bcerja HpaBuiach OceHb, TOUHEE ITOT €€
NIepHo], HO TOJILKO HE B 3TOM rofy. «Terneppb majgaomnye JUcTbsi OyayT JO KOHIIA MOMX JHEH Haro-
MUHATh MHE O BCTAIOIIUX MEPTBELax», — MOJyMaJs OH.

— INogHumaiicsi, BouH, — 060pBaJia €ro pa3ayMbs BeJbMa.

CreH BcTan 1 nonpabwi Kosbayry. C co0o# y HEro ocTajicst MEIIoK ¢ MPOBU3KEN Ja TIOOUMBIT
kJieBell. JIyk ¥ KolyaH OH TIOTepsiI B Jiecy. A BOT BeIbMa B JIECy HE MOTepsla HUYEero, He CUMTast
crpein. Bc€, ¢ uem oHa BhIIILIA U3 IOMY, OCTaJIOCh NpU Hel. «Kak oHa el aparbest ymyapsiiach, yBe-
IIIaHHASI BCEM 3THM 0apaxJjiom?» — yAUBWIICS OH. PacripaBuB I1e4u, OH MOJOIIEN K BeIbME U BMECTe
OHM [IBUHYJIUChH JaJIbIlIe Ha CeBep, yKe He Oerom, HO ObICTPBIM IIaroM. JJoBOJILHO A0T0 OHU Openu
B Momyanuu 1 CTeH Haualsl 3aMevarh, YTO BEIbMY CJIETKA MOIIATHIBAET.

— Tebe ma0x0? — CIPOCKIT OH JEBYIIKY.

— Co MHOH Takoe OBIBaEeT, — OTBETHJIIA OHA.

— 51 Bc€ He MOTY MOHSTB: KaK Thl pyKaMH pa3pbiBajia 3TUX MEPTBSIKOB, a? OdepeqHas marusi?

— He marus, Ho 61m3ko K Hell. Mbl mogo0Opaiuch K BallldM MaraM, OHM MeHsI y4ysITb MOT'YT,
a pyHbI HE yUYIOT HUKOT/IA.

— To ectb, paHbl Ha TBOEM Tesie — 3TO pyHbI? Thl UTO, UX BbIpe3aa 4To Ju?

— JlaBHO, — TOJILKO M OTBETHJIA OHA.

— W ut0 onm Tebe naot? Kak onn padotaior? MoxeT, U MeHsI Hay4HIITh? — 3aBJTUIT €€ BOIIPO-
camu CteHiu.

— VBB, Ha TO, YTOOBI TOCTUYb PYH CHJTY, TOTPEOYIOTCS TofIbl. S1 MHOTO JIET OTpaTuiia Ha 3TO,
Y JIMIIb HEJIaBHO 3HaHbe Moiyumia. Te, 9YTo OTKPBUIMCh HA MOMX pyKax W Tejie, JAal0T MHE CUIY,
CKOPOCTb U IMIPOBOPCTBO. Bce pyHBI, YTO OTKPBUIUCH, YEpHAIOT CHITy U3 KPOBH MOEH.

— U3 kpoBu? — 1o CteHa, HaKOHEIl, JOILIO0, KAKOTO POAa Maruio MpakTUKYeT BeJbMa.
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— Hla, kpoBH. A Kak Thl JyMaelllb, OTKYy/Ia MHE B35ITh CHITy? — B CBOIO OUYepe/ib CIIPOCHIIA €rO
Be/IbMa, HO, He JTOKJABIIUCH OTBETA, MPOAOJIKUIA. — Bes Most cuia — MOsI KPOBB.

— ThI, HaBepHOE, HE 3HAeIllb, YTO ¢ TOOOW OydeT, KOrja JIOAU Y3HAT, KAKOW Marvueu Thl BJia-
aeelib. Maru oXoTsATCS Ha BEJIbM U Ha TeX, KTO MPAKTUKYeT Maruio 0e3 ux BeIoMa, HO 0COOEHHO
0€3KaJIOCTHBI OHU K TAKUM, KaK THI.

— 51 He X04y pacKpbITON OBITh, HE TaK Oe3yMHa s1. [loaTOMy He IpUMEHSIIa CUJT CBOMX, TTPUOJTH-
3WBIIKCH K TpaHHUIle Jieca. MeHsI HUKTO He OOHAPYKUT, TIOKY/Ia s He TIPOSIBIIIO BCEH CUJIBI, — OTBETHIIA
Be/IbMa M CIIOTKHYJIACh HA POBHOM MecTe.

CTeH cymern OXBATUTh e€ ¥ MOCAINUTh Ha JIECHYIO TIOJCTUIIKY, PUCIOHUB CITMHOW K JICPERY.

— Yt0 Cc TOOOI? — CIIPOCHII OH.

— $1 MHOTO KpOBU MoTepsiyia. MHe HaJI0 OTIIOXHYTh, HO HAM HEJIb3s 3[IECh OCTaBaThCsI, — PACTsI-
HYB TOCJIE/IHUE CJIOBA, EBYIIIKA TIOTEepsijia CO3HAHME.

CTeH cuaen psjioM C Hed U He 3HaJI, 4To Jienath. «[lo-xoporiemy, e€ Hajo Obl HAKOPMUTD, —
paccykan oH, — HO Kak KOPMHTh 4eJioBeKa 0e3 co3HaHwus?» Toraa oH MOAHSUICS HAa HOTH, CTSHYJT
C He€ JIyK, KOJTYaH U MEIIOK U B3BaIWI e€ ceOe Ha 11edo. «JIErkast kakasi, — mogymai OH, MOIpaB-
JIsis1 IEBYIIKY, JIekKalIylo Y Hero Ha crimHe. — YyTh Tskellee TOJMHOro Habopa OpoHm». OH MpojIo-
KWJI ITyTh, CTAPAsICh UTH KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee, YTOOBI IO HACTYIUICHUSI CYMEpPEeK YCIeTh IPONTH Kak
MOHO OOJIbIIIee PacCTOSTHYE.

Ona 3ameBenwiach, Korga Ha HeOe BbICHITIANM 3BE3/1bl, a CTeH moxOpachiBal MyvY0K XBOPO-
cra B *kepio koctpa. [llaiina packppuia r1a3a U ycTaBUiIach B HOUHOe He0o. 3aTeM mepeBesia B3IJIsi
Ha CteHa u cipocuia:

—T'ne a?

— Tw1 B Umnepumn Apro, — ynbibasich, otBeTiu el CTeHny.

— W3 neca Mbl BHIILIM? — HE YHUMaJIach Bepbma. — Ho kak?

— 41 HEc TeOs Ha pykax TpH JIHS M TPH HOUM, TIOKA, HAKOHEII, He BHIOWJICSA U3 CUJI, — CTapasiCh
TOBOPHTH CePhE3HO, OTBETHUII OH.

Ha nurie BeibMBI 3aCTBITIO M3YMJIEHHE, U OHA BHOBb CITIPOCHIIA!

— Kak cmor Te1? — HO, pa3riisaeB B OIyThMe ero TPUMAacy, IOHsIIA, YTO TONaJiach Ha €ro PO3bIr-
point. — Tl Bpémib! — BockimkHyna oHa. — O6manmmk ! Ckosbko st Obl1a BO cHe?

— INonoBuny nH#, He Oosnbine. S pemmn HecTH TeOs, CKOJIBKO CMOTY, ¥l K Be4epy Mbl BHIIILIA
u3 neca. [Toka Thl OTChINanach, s HAOpas XBOPOCTa U pazker KocTép. BoT, BO3bMU, — OH MPOTSIHY
[Iaiine KycoK BSIJIGHOTO Msica U Ta, HEJJOJTO TyMasl, BIEMUIACh B HETO 3yOamH.

IMokoHuMB ¢ Tpare3oi, oHa oOpaTuiack Kk CTeHy:

— He Opocuit Tl MeHs1, TeOe 51 GnarogapHa.

— Ja, ycriokovicst Tel. Thl MeH$1, BOH, CKOJIBKO pa3 criacaja, a s1 Te0si BCero-To OfH pa3ouek, —
YXMBUTBHYJICS OH.

— Ho Bcé€ paBHo, cracu6o. He MHOr#e roToBbl OBUTM MHE TOMOYbL M JJake Te, KOro criacaja
panbitie 1. Ho ThI, XOTEBIIINI rOJIOBY MOIO CHECTH, B OeJie MeHsI He OPOCHLI.

— briBaet, — maxnys pykoit CteH. — Tbl 3HaellIb, 4YTO-TO 51 ycTasn TeOsi ceronHs Tackarhb. [oiny
Ka s CIaTh, a Thl MOCTOPOXU HEMHOXKKO.

N CreH ynércs Ha MATKYIO Ky4y CTEITHOM TPaBhl, CYKAIIyI0 eMY CErOJHS IMOCTEIbIO, U MPOBa-
miics B coH. OH MPOCHYJICS TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOTJa SIPKUE COTHEUHBIN JIyd YAAprJI eMy TpsIMO B TJIa3
CKBO3b 3aKpbIThie BeKH. CTEHJIM 3aKMYPHJICS, TOTSHYJICA U pa3jienil I71a3a, Mocie J0JIToro CHa.
Koctép nasHo norac, a Ilaiina cuaena Kk HeMmy CIIMHOUM U CMOTpeJia Ha Jiec.

— Ilouemy ThI He pa3OyauIa MeHsI? — BMECTO TIOXeJIaH!sI JOOPOro yTpa CIIPOCHII OH Y Hee.

— Tel kpenko crad, a s crnaTh He XOTesa, — CTIOKOWHO OTBETHJIAa €My BeJbMa.

— Hy, pa3 Tak, Toraa gagHo, — MaxHyJ OH PyKOM.

— CoOwupaiicsi, HaM B ITyTh TOPA.
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CTeH ymakoBaJl B CBOM MEIOK BCE, YTO JOCTA BEUEPOM, OCTABHB TOJBKO OYPIIOK ¢ BOJOH J1a
rapy KycKoB Msica.

— T Oypenib? — COpocuiI OH BelIbMY, TPOTATHBAs €l onuH U3 KycoukoB. Ho, He momyuuB
HUKAKOTro OTBETa, caM NpUHsLI perieHre. — Hy, kak xodenib. MHe Gofbliie JOCTaHeTCs.

[NepexycuB, OHU POIOJIKUIIM ITyTh, CTYTIAsI TIO0 TPUOUTOMY K 3eMJie KOBBUTIO. MI3penka 1o myTu
¥IM TIOTIA/IJTUCh MaJIEHbKHE POIIHUIIBI, HO YeM JaJIbllie OHU OTXOAWIIU OT Jieca, TeM MEHbIIIE IEPEBbEB
¥M BCTPEYasIOCh.

— W xyna Tel HanpaBuIbes aaniblie? — cnpocusl CTeH y BEIbMBI.

— He 3Hato, He gymaiia 06 3Tom, — otBeTUsIa emy Illaiina.

— Torga nonwtu co MHo. M3 Hac mosyvaercsi OTIiMYHas KOMaH/1a, XOTb Thl U BE/IbMa, — MpeJi-
JIOXKWJT OH.

— A KyJa HamepeH Thl OUTU? — CIPOCKIIa OHA.

— IepBeiM genom B Jlaproc. 3asiBimio o cebe, CKaxy UM, YTO MEPTBSIKM MEHS B Jieca 3arHaJIH,
a KaK TOJIbKO BBIOpAJICS OTTY/Ia, TaK Cpa3y B MaJIaThl M IMOJAJICS.

— A nanpine 4ro?

— A najpllie — OTJaM UM CBOIO KOJIBUYTY, 3a0epy 30JI0TO M Tofgamcsl Ha ceBep, 3a Yepry,
TMO/IAJIBIIIE OT STOTO Jieca U TBapeH, YTO OOUTAIOT B HEM.

— Y0 32 «yepra»? — HaBepHOE, BIEPBbIE YIMBUIIACh BEAbMA.

— Yepra — 310 camas Gosbiiasi peka Bo Bceld umnepun. Tak Ha3Ba e€ cam Koren, korma emy
MIPUHECITN OJJHY M3 MEPBBIX KapT ero Xke rocynapcTra. 5 rae-to uyutai, 9ro, yBuaeB e€ Ha Oymare, OH
npousHéc: «OHa Kak yepra, JIeJIUT MOE TOCYJapCTBO Ha CEBEPHYIO YacTh U I03kHYI0». C TeX Mmop e€ Tak
Y CTaJIM Ha3BaTh. B €€ ycThe, cTost Ha ofHOM Oepery He BUIHO JPYToro, Takas OHa IUpoKast. A HeJa-
JIeKO OT UCTOKA, CTOUT Ha Hell KpoHa Akkapus — Harma cronuiia. Thl ciiydaeM, He Tyaa coOupaenibes?

— Her, — kopotko otBetuia [llaiina.

— A Kypa torga?

— Iloiiny s1 Ha BOCTOK.

— 4 Ha 3anag, Tel Ha BOCTOK. 7Kasb. Thl MHE TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO HA4YaJIa HPABUTHCH, U BOT MPUIETCS
HaM PaccTaThCs, MOX0Xke, HaBCer/a.

— BrITh MOXeT 310 K JiydrieMy. Beap 3Hael» Thl, KAKMMH CUJIaMU HajiesieHa si, U ObITh TeOe
B OMACHOCTH, MOKA s PsJIOM, — KaK-TO MeYaJIbHO CKa3ajia BeJlbMa.

— INoxosxe, HaIll MyTh ¢ TOOOW MOAOUIET K KOHITY, KOTJIa MbI BBIJIEM Ha. ..

— ... IMmnieparopckuii myTh, — 3aKOHYMJIA 32 HETO BeJbMa.

— Tol cbimana o vém? — ynuBuics CTeH.

— Ha 3amagne, ot jomMa Moero, B JieCy MpoJiokeHa Mofo0Has qopora. beiBana s Ha Hel.

— Ha, Bc€ BepHO. Takue 1OpOru MposioKeHbl M0 BCEH MMIIEPUH, a Ta, I0KHasl, UAET 1o bank-
Xapapl, a gajiee Tepsercs B JIecax.

N3 mopst TpaBbl mokazaach Besvkasi qopora. BeapMa cTymnuia Ha BBUIOKEHHYI0 KAMHEM 3eMJTIO
1 ocMoTpesia Ha BocToK. CTeH HIarHyJ1 CJIeIoM, U YCTPEeMUJI B3MJIsA]] Ha 3ama/l.

— Hy, urto, naBait npormarbcs?

[Maiina momonuia kK HeMy ¥ 0OHsIa. Tak nmo-vesoBedecky, Yto CTeHI M 3a0bLT, YTO OOHUMAETCSI
C MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOH KOJITyHbel, 00JIaJaloleil Takoi CUJION, KOTopash He Oblla OrrcaHa HUA B OTHOM
Y3 IPOYUTAHHBIX UM KHUT. 3aTeM OHa 3ajie371a B CBOI0 CYMKY, MTOKOMAJIACh TaM HEMHOTO M BhITAIIIMJIA
MaJIeHbKHUI MelIoueK. BHyTpy oka3asvch 3BOHKHE MOHETHI: 30JI0Thie U cepeOpsiHbie. OHa nojenmia
uX TopoBHY ¥ otnana CTeHy Tpu 30J0ThIX M BOCEMHA/IATh cepeOpsikoB. [loxenana eMy ynauu o,
pa3BepHYBIIIKC, 3alllarajia Mpoyb, Ha BOCTOK, TaK HU pa3y U He OrJIsIHYBIIMCh. CTEH CTOSUT U CMOTpe
el Bcliel, TIOKa OHAa He OTOIIIAa HACTOJBKO JAJIEKO, YTO MPEeBpaTWIaCh B YEPTOUKY, a MIOTOM U OH
OTBEPHYJICS Y 3aliaral Ha 3amnaj.
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4. 3agupa

— Ha-a-am nernon cBo6ony Hecé-E-6T, TOMHUM MbI CJIaBHBIE T0-0-0j1bl! Hara nvriepust Bech
MHUp cIiacé-€-€T, MpeooJieB BCe HEB3ro-0-o/bl! — HaneBasl CTeH cTapylo CTPOEBYIO, CTyMasi 10 Kam-
HSIM.

HerocpsiménHoMy 4esioBeKy Aopora Moria MokaszaTbesi OeckoHeuHor, HO CTeHnm o0omen
noutu Bce [lyTu u 3Hai, 4T0 paHo WM NO3AHO 3Ta Jopora ynpércs B Jlaproc. Jlaproc — 3to cioBo
BCEJISIJIO B HEero Hajexay. Hamo Tonbko 1oMTH, 0OBSICHUTH CBOE UylleCHOE CriaceHue, 3a0paTh 30710TO
U TIOC/IaTh KO BCEM YepTAM CIyk0y ¢ e€ KomMaHaupamu. [leHer, HAKOMMBIIMXCS y HEro 3a TOJbI
CITyKOBI, C JIMXBOUM XBaTUT Ha HEOOJBIIION JOMHK U Ha XO3AWCTBO elIé octaHeTcs. «Bot, mocrapio
noM, Haiay cebe 0al0y u 3axuBy! — mMeutan oH. — Hukakoi citykObl, HUKAaKOTO PUCKa, HUKAKUX
yOMIACTB, TOJIBKO JK€Ha, IETH W X03s1CTBO. [a-a-a!»

[Norpy3usiices B cBon Meutanusi, CTEHJIM He Cpa3y 3aMEeTUJI, YTO Ha JIOpore JIekajo MEPTBOE
Tesio. OH OCTOPOKHO TOJOIIEN K MEPTBELly, HarHYyJICS U MepeBepHyJI ero. Tpymn elié He OKoYeHe,
a 9TO 3HAYMJIO, YTO YOUJIM €ro He Tak AaBHO. OH OCMOTpeJics, CTapasich He eIaTh Pe3KUX JIBUKCHU,
a0kl He CIPOBOLMPOBATh BO3MOKHOE Hamajaenue. Ho, moxoxe, KuUBBIX B OKpyre He Obuto. Toraa
CTeH nomHsIICs ¥ YBUJIEN, YTO CTOMT Ha Kpaio HeOobIIoro nodouia. OKoo TpEX IECSITKOB Yeno-
BEK JIeKaJI MEPTBHIMU B TIPUTOINITAHHOU TPaBe, 3IMTON KPOBBIO. 31€Ch ke ObUTH TYIIH TPEX YOu-
THIX Jtomazei. [loxoxe, moau, OUBIIMECS 3/1€Ch, JTIOTO HEHaBUAEAH Apyr apyra. CTeHIM MpoImencs
M0 KapMaHaM HECKOJIbKMX MOTUOIINX, HO He YAMBWIICS, TaK HUYEro U He Haias. «[loxoxe, KTO-To
CXJIECTHYJICS C pa300MHUKAMM, U IIPOUTPAJT, — PEIIJT OH. — A TIOOeIUTe I OOYKMCTIITN KapMaHBl BCEX
yOouTHIX, Tocyie nodeap». OH eme moOpoaArIT Mo MecTy 00s1 M 3aMETHJI, YTO Y TIOJIOBHUHBI OTMOIINX
JIMILIO YK PAIajio KJIeiMo B BUJe coOaubeid royioBbl. «[JTymo, — 3aMeTw1 OH. — 3a4eM ceOs KIIeHMUTh?
YrtoObl Ha TeOs1 OXOTUIIMCH Be3/ie, KyAa Obl Thl HU MpUIEn 7» Ho Ha 3TOT BONpoc OH He HAIIEN OTBETA.
Kaxas ObI H1 ObUIa y HUX IPUYMHA, Y MEPTBELIOB O Hell He cripocuTb. OcMoTpeBIIHCh e pa3, CteH
Pl AIBUHYTHCS Jajiblile Ha 3amal, U/s BIOIb JOPOr Ha MPUIMYHOM PACcCTOSTHUU OT He€. OH B3
ceBepHee [TyTr 1 momen, pa3MbIIILIss, KTO MOT CXBaTUThCS C pa30OMHUKAMU B 3TUX MeCTax.

3a /1Ba ecaTuieTust CiykObl B siernone, CTEHJIM MHOTO T7e oObIBal. B OCHOBHOM BOCTOK
CTpaHbl, HO ¥ Ha 10T OH YacTeHbKO 3axakuBajl. «f ceituac Hemaneko ot FOxnoro Kpecra, — pas-
MBIILTST OH. — HO, ¥ He HAaCTOJbKO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI OHM TIOCAJIH CI0fIa CBOMX COJJIAaT. 3HAYMT, €CTh
3nech KTo-To eni€. Ho kto? Bpone, rie-To psaom IomkeH ObITh 3aMOK, €CJTi He Omubarch». Tak oH
1 IIEJ 10 CaMOro Beuepa, IMOCTOSTHHO OIJISI/IBIBASICh ¥ BCMATPUBASICh BJAJTh, 00SICH OBITh 3aCTUTHY THIM
BPACIUIOX BO3MOXHBIMU Bparamu. Houb HacTuria ero B moje, ¥ OH, cOOpaB TpaBy B OOJIBIION KOM,
3apblyICs C TOJIOBOH B MOy 4MBIIIeecs yKpbiTie. KocTép paskedb ObLIIO He U3 Uero, J1a i U ObUIo Obl,
OH He cTaJl Obl MPHBJIEKATh K cebe M3MIITHEro BHUMaHus. Ero crajgbHOe MecTo M Tak MOJMy4YHsIoCh
TETUIBIM, U OH 3aCHYJI, yTOMJIEHHBIN IMHHBIM JTHEBHBIM TIEPEXO/IOM.

[IpocHyBImch, CTeH BblIe3 U3 CBOETO YKPBITUS U ocMOTpesics. He Halis B OKpyre HU JyIny,
OH CeJl Ha Ky4y TpaBbl U MEPEeKyCHJI OCTaBIIMMCSI MsICOM. 3aTeM OH coOpajcs U MOOpEN Jasblie
Ha 3araji, HaIesiCh CErojiHsI JOMTH XOTb 10 KaKOH-HUOYIb JepeBeHbKu. Y Omke K MOmyaHIo, mepen
HUM BBIPOC XOJIM, YBEHUaHHBII OrPOMHBIM 3aMKOM. «BOT 310 KpenocTs! — Bocxutuiicst oH. — Hebocb,
KaKON-HUOY/Ib JIOPAEHBIII cebe OTCTPOUI». 3aMOK, IEHCTBUTEIBHO, ObLT O'POMEH: BHICOKHE CTEHBI,
ycestHHble OOWHMIIAMM M 4YeThipe OalllHW, OfiHA M3 KOTOPHIX MMeJia BOUCTUHY OIPOMHBIN pa3mep.
Ha neil, kak pa3, 1 ObUI MOAHAT AN (pJIar UMIEPUH, C PACHIMTHIM 30JI0THIMA HUTSMU C(OUHKCOM.
A Ton HUM, CTeJISICh TI0 CTEHAM, BUCEJH rOOeIeHbl, BUIUMO, TIPHHA/ITIeKAIIUE JIOPAY-XO3SUHY 3aMKa.
Cunue cripaBa U Oelble ClieBa, a B LIEHTPEe ObLIO BBIIHMTO YTO-TO, Yero CTeH He MOT pasrisjieThb
C TAKOT'O paccTosiHUs. «YepBsK TaM 4uTo JIU?» — OLyMaJs OH, IbITAsACh PasIIAAeTh repayibaIuky. [lon
CTEHAMHM 3aMKa, Ha CKJIOHaX XOJIMa, ObUI PACKMHYT LIEJIBIN TOPOIOK. «BOT 371€Ch 1 CerofHs v 3aHo-
4y10», — 00paI0BajICs OH M MPUOABIII IIATY.
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Hoiins 1o nepsoro noma, CTeH, HaKOHEeIl, CMOT pa3mIsi/IeTh YEPHO-3eJIEHOTO IpaKoHa, 1300pa-
KEHHOTO Ha cuHe-OesioM mojyioTHe. «Bot 310 ma! Kto %k 31ech KHUBET, UTO y HEro ApakoH Ha repoe
BBIIINAT? — YIUBUIICS OH. — A s €70 YepBAKOM 0003BaJI. ..» OH I M0 IepeBEHCKUM YJIOUKaM, CTyTIast
0 Pa3MBITOM OpyIaTke, U MECTHBIE KHUTEJIM UCKOCca MocMaTprBasid Ha Hero. CTeHIM He oOparrat
HAa HUX BHUMAaHUSI, OH U TaK 3HAJ, KaK celuyac BHIVISAUT. 3apOCIIHii, BOHIOUUH, B PAKABON KOJIbUYTe
Y C MOJIOTOM Ha TIOsICe — JIa TAKOTO, KaK OH, B KPYITHBIM ropoj1 Jaske He BIyCTuM Obl. Jlopora nmeTisiia,
B30Mpasich Ha xonM, 1 CTeHu Bc€ Onmke MoaXonui K 3aMKy. CTydaThcsi B BOPOTa OH He coOMparcs,
a BOT TIOMAUCh HAa €ro MyTH TPAKTHUP, OH C PaJOCThI0 3amién Obl 1Moj ero Kpsimry. M BOT, Ha ero
MyTH BO3HUKJIO 3/I1aHUE, MOSBJIEHHE KOTOPOrO OH MPOCTO Kaxkaas. «[loiao u Xxapum», — MPOIUTal
OH KOPSIBO BbIpe3aHHbIe OYKBBI Ha TIOKOCHUBIIIEHCS BbiBecke. «Hy v Ha3BaHue, — momyman oH. — Hy
Y JIQJTHO, JIUIIb Obl KOPMIJTU XOPOI0». CTeH MOJHSJICS TO IBYyM BBICOKMM CTyIIEHbKaM, 3aMETUB,
YTO XOPOIIIEHBKO TO/IBHINMBIINN YeJIOBEK MOJIETUT C HUX HOCOM MpsMO B Tpsa3b. OTBOPUB IBEpb
Y 3]s BHYTPb TPAKTUPA, TIepe/l HUM OTKPBUICS 321, 3aCTaBJICHHBIN CTOJIAaMHU 1 JIaBKamMu. Ha ipyroii
CTOpPOHE OT BXOJIa HAXOJIMJIACh CTOMKA, HA KOTOPYIO XO35MH IOJIOKUIT CBOU HOTH H, TIOXOXKE, JpeMall,
oxunas nmpuxoya nmocerurenieil. CTeH MOIOMIEN K HeMy MOOJIMKE U YCIIBIIIAT pABHOMEPHOE COTICHHE.
TpakTUPIIMK, MyKYMHA CPETHUX JIET, IJIJKO BHIOPUTHIN U C JJTMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, TICPETSIHY THIMU
Ha 3aThUTKE BEPEBKOM, ObUT IOTPYKEH B KPEMKHIA 3[J0POBHIN COH.

— VBaxkaemslii! — 6ectakTHO pa3Oyaui ero CTeH, CMaxHYB CO CTOJIA HOTH XO3SIMHA.

OT HEOKHMIAHHOCTH TPAKTUPIIUK MOJACKOUNI U Pa3UHYIT POT.

— O, a Bot u Bbl! Ckaxure, €CTb JIM y BaC KOMHATa A0 yTpa? — CHIPOCUI OH TPAKTUPIIMKA.

—9... AX, a, KOMHATA. .. — IPOMSIMJIWJI pacTepsIBLUMICS XO35MH, OCMaTpUBasi CBOEr0 HOBOTO
nocTosuiblia. — KomMHara ecth, HO. ..

— OnmyHo! — nepe6un ero CteH. — Bor, mogaii ejpl, 1a IOCHITHEE, a eIIé MHE HaJJ0 TIOMBIThCS
Y TIOCTUPATHCS, — OH MOJIOKUIT HA CTON Mapy CepeOPsKOB.

— Hla, na, KoHeuHO, — 0OpaoBasCs XO35WH, MepeBe/s B3I ¢ KieBlla Ha cepedpo. — Jlusu!
Jluzu! V Hac Hosbiii octosuien]! [TpoBoau ero B KOMHATY M MOKaKH, IJ1e IOMBIThCS !

K Hum monbexana aesymka. M geBouka. Ha Buj et ObUTO OT IBEHAIIIATH JIO IIIECTHA/IIIATH,
tounee CTeH He MOTr cKa3arh. Xyaas U KocmisBas, Jluzu npooawia CTeHa B MaJIeHbKYIO KAMOPKY,
TMO/IOK/1aJTa, TIOKA OH 3aKMHET TYJIa CBOM BEIH, KOJIBUYTY U OPYKHE U TTPOBEJIa €ro Ha 3aJHUI ABOP,
r7ie CTOsUIa IUpPOKast 00YKa, a PSiZIOM HAXOAUJICS KOJIOZIEI.

— Bor 3pech MBIl MoeMcs, — MPONMINAIA OHA TOHEHBKMM TOJIOCKOM. — Boay Bo3bMETE
13 KOJIO/INIA, TOJIbKO HATOJMHSIITE O0UKY OBICTPO, & TO OHA Xy/asl, TOATEKAeT.

HeBouka ymuia, a CTeH Hayaia HaOMpaTh BOILy, uepras e€ BeIpoM, He MeHee Xy/IbIM, YeM O0uKa.
Pabora 3aHs11a ero MUHYT Ha IBafIaTh, ¥ KOTJa OH, HAKOHEII, IOrPYy3UJICs B BOAY, TO TOYYBCTBOBA,
KaK BOJTHA 00JIerdyeHu sl BIIEPEMEXKY C XOJIOOM MTPOKaTHIACh T ero Teity. Tem Bpemenem JIuzu npu-
HecJIa KyBIIIMH C KUTISATKOM, KaK pa3 BO BpeMs, Tak Kak y CTeHJIM Ha4aslo CBOAUTH HOTH OT XOJIOJA.
OH 1UIeCHYJT KUTATKA U MPUHSIICSA CKOOIUTH CBOE TeJI0 HOI'TSIMU, CUMIIIasi 3aCOXITYI0 rpsi3b. Korma xe
OH, HaKOHell, BblJIe3 U3 OOYKHM TO BOJA, B KOTOPOW OH MbLICs, IproOpena Oypsiil BeT. OH 00ep-
HYJICSI TKaHbIO, OCTABJICHHOM JIEBOYKOM, U MPUHSLICS MOJIOCKATh OfIEk/1y B ocTaBiercs Bojae. [loctu-
pasiuck, CTeH M BepHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATy. OH pa3BechIT BElM Ha MPOCYIIKY, a caM OTIPABUIICS
3a efloi. 3a0paB YyryHOK, OH BEpPHYJICS K ceOe, U Mmocie Mecsia Oy aaHus, HaKoHell, CMOT' HacJa-
IUThCS oMariHer enor. CTeH MpocuieNl B CBOel KOMHATKe JI0 Bevepa, a 3aTeM Harsuiil Ha ceOs
HE JI0 KOHI[a BBICOXIITYIO OfIeXkIy U BbIIIeN B 3a1. Hapony mpuOaBUiIoCch U OH, B3SIB KPYXKKY T'yCTOTO
)15, ceJl 32 OIMH U3 CTOMMKOB. OTXJEOBIBasA MeHHbIM HAMUTOK CTeH ciyimai, o 4éM OeceyloT ero
coceu. BONBIIMHCTBO TOBOPWJIM O HOBOUM BOWHE C MepTBellaMH, O pa30MTOM YETBEPTOM JIETHOHE
1 o rudenu Tamum.

— Kak ropog moru6? — BeIpBaJicsl y HEr0 BOIPOC.
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— Kak noru6? Jla BoccTaBirie BOpBaJIKCh B HETO U Mepeduim BcexX, KTo TaMm ObLT. [oBopHT,
TOJIBKO JIOPI M CTIAcCs, 3arepIInch B CBOEM 3aMKe M TOKIABIIMCH TOMOIIHU, — OTBETHJI €My yCaThlil
paccKaszumK.

— A panpie uto Opu10?

— A paspinie, TyJa MOIONUTA Cpa3y [Ba JITHOHA U epeOu Beex TBapeu. [1epBblil v TpeTHi,
TOBODSIT.

«[lepsbiit u Tpetuii. CaMble KpyIHbIE JIETHOHBI VIMIiepru, 1o IECSTh THICSY MeUel B KaKIOM.
Heysxenu, Tam ObUIO CTOJTBKO MEPTBSIKOB, UTO HA HUX HATPABHIIU CPa3y JABAALATh THICSY JIETHOHEPOB?
W xynma cMOTpenu OHM paHbllle, OTIPABIss TPU THICSYM HOBOOpAHIIEB HA OOMHIO?» — 3aqymaics
Crenim.

— VBaxkaeMbIil TOProBeIl, — OTBJIEK OH OT Oece/lbl ycaua. — A ThI He 3Haelllb, Tie CBSIICHHBIN
oTpsi BoeBas?

—311? Onu npouumm IOxHeii Kpect u TaM ycTponiy HacTosmuMM aj s MepTBeloB. Te, KTo
BUJIEJIM MECTO OMTBBI, BO3BPAIIAJIFICH C BO-0-OT TAKMMH IJIa3aMU ! — TOProBell OKa3asl pyKaMu, Kakue
ObLTM y cBUjIeTeN el 604 r1a3a. Pazmepom ¢ xoporiee S0J0K0, He MEHbIIIE.

— Jla yx, Takoe yBUZETb, CTIaTh TIOTOM He cMoxellb. Ciyiai, Ipyr, a Thl He 3Haelllb, He Mpo-
XOZIWJIU JIU 3/1€Ch KaKUe JIETUOHEPHI? — BAPYT CIPOCHJT OH.

— Jla oTKyga e MHe 3HaTh? — yIUBIJICS TOProBell. — f 31ech MOsSBUIICS C JIBa Yaca Ha3al.

— Kanb, — BeigoxHyn CTeH.

— He npoxonuim.

— Yro? — HE MOHSLT OH.

— 4l roBOpIO, UTO HUKAKHKE JIETUOHEPHI 371eCh HE MTPOXOIIIIH, — OTBETUI €My KPENKUI MyKUMHa,
CHUZEBIIMI HAPOTHUB TOPTOBLIA.

— A Bbl OTKyga 3Haete? — cupocui ero CreH.

— 3T10 MOE J1eN10, 3HaTh Bee. A kanuTan crpaxu cupa lOnmuana Akdopna, — npeacraBusics emy
HE3HAKOMeIl, — & BOT KTO ThI — 5 HE 3HAIO.

— Crenu Tpewmrui, necsitHUK Mriepckoro Jiernona, — oteTs1 emy CTeH.

— W uto nermnonHep, Tem Oosnee NECATHHK AENTaeT B COTHE KMJIOMETPOB OT OMMKaHIero Jjeru-
oHa? — CIIPOCHJT €r0 KaruTaH.

— Wner B nanarel, — CTEHJIM pelIil He HapbIBAThCSl HA HEMPUSTHOCTH.

— W orkyna oH uner?

— 13 neca, — KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI OH.

— He nru mue, necarnuk! Jlec kummmt vynoBuinamu! YenoBeKky TaM He BBUKHUTH! — yoapui
KYJIaKOM 10 CTOJIy KaIlUTaH.

— Tsl 0OBUHSsIEIIL MEHSI BO JIKH, KaruTaH! — MOBBICKI HA Hero royioc Ctennu. — § Bumen, Kak
1oruo JIETUOH, KOTOPOMY sI OTIAJT IBAIIATh JIET CIYKOBI, & Thl CMEEIIb MEHS B YEM-TO OOBHHSTH?! —
SIpOCTb 3akwuriesia B Kpou CTeHa, ¥ OH ObUT TOTOB HAOPOCUTHCS Ha YesIOBEKa, Ha3BaBIIIero ceds Karu-
TaHOM.

— Ctup! — B packpsITyI0 IBepb BBAMIICSH cTpaxHUK. — Ctup! Mbl Haum ux! OHU Bce youTh!!

Kamuran coBcem mompauHes, BCTad M3-3a CTOJa M TOMIEN Ha BBIXOJ, MOMEHTAJIbHO 3a0bIB
o nepenaike co CteHoM. CTeH He CTal ero OCTaHABJIMBATh, IOHSB, O KOM FOBOPUJI 3TOT CTPAKHUK.
«Crpaxa 3aMka AK(OpPIOB — BOT, KTO CXJIECTHYJICS C paz0oiHMKamu». OH MPOBOAWI B3JISIOM
KanuTaHa, a KOrJa 3a HAM 3aKPbUIACh JBEPb, 3AJIIIOM OMPOKHUHYJI CBOIO KPY/KKY M OTIIPABUJICS CIATh.

Haytpo on ObicTpo coOpasicsi, epeKyCHJI TOPSYMMHU JIETIEIKAMH U TOCHET yopaThCs
nozasbuie ot 3aMKa. CyCTUBIIMCH K IOAHOXKMIO X0IMa, CTeH 3acTall BYEpaIlIHEero ycaToro TOproBiia,
OT KOTOPOT'O y3HAJ HEKOTOpPbIe HOBOCTH.

— Ilpuser, yBaxaemslil! — nonpusercrBoBai ero CreH.

— AX, 3710 THI! — HE TO 00pa/IoBAJICS, HE TO UCIyTaJICs Topro.ell. — Paj Hareid Bcrpeue!

— U g pan! Cnymaii, TeGe OXpaHHUK HYX)eH? — HalPSIMYIO CIIPOCHJT OH.
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— Hyxen, — cornacuicst Toprosen. — Mbl ceifiuac Ha BOCTOK OTIpaBJIsieMCsl, TaM Kak pa3
[akans! IPOMBIIIAOT.

— Kanb, a MHe Ha 3anag Hajo, B HOxubiii Kpect, — nokauan ronosoii CteH.

— [a, xkanb, — B3OOXHYJ ycad. — A Tbl K MOpPTUMUPY MOMPOCKCH, OH KaK pa3 Ha 3amnaj eJierT,
aBOCh, MOJIKUHET, — MPEJIOKMUI eMy Topropeil. — i, Moprtu!

— Yero tebe! — oTo3Basics u3-3a tesier MopTumup.

— TyT onuH BOMH XOUeT HAHATHCS, TOIBKO €My Ha 3amaj] HaJlo, a 51 Ha BOCTOK eay. Tebe, ciy-
yaem, He HyxkeH?

— He, y mens oxpansl xBataeT. [Io Kpecra myTh 6130k, 10 Beuepa noeaeM. A Illakanst ceiiyac
Ha BOCTOKE.

— Moprtu! — obparucs k Hemy CteH. — Moxer, 51 3a MecTo B TeJiere 3aruiauy? Cuil HeTy XOIUThb
oonpiie!

— 3amatuiib? — TYT K€ BBICKOUMJI U3-32 TeJIeTH PEANPUUMYMBBII TOProBell. — TO JApyrou
pasroBop. OxauH cepedpsik — 1 1o Kpecra TBoii myTh OyaeT JIETOK, Kak MEPBIIIKO, — OH MPOU3BET
B BO3/IyX€ HEOIPEJEIEHHBIN N1aCC PYKOU.

— Ilo pykam, — cornacuics CrteH.

«Yrto MHe 3TOT cepeOpsiHbIi, Korna B Jlaproce mMeHs1 JOKMIAeTCs KOIIeib, HAOUTBIA 30510-
TOM», — YJBIOHYJICS OH CBOMM MbICAsIM. CTEHJIM 3alpbITHYJ B TeJery, OTAaB TOProBIly MOHETY,
Y Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHHM TPOHY/IUCH B IyTh. OH CHJIENl HA MEIIKaxX, CBECUB HOT'HM, M HACBU-
CTBIBJI OYEPEAHYIO MOXOAHYIO TIECHIO, KOTa K HEMY MOAbeXaJl OIMH U3 COMPOBOK/IAOIIMX KapaBaH
OXPaHHUKOB.

— 310poB, ciyKuBbIi! — nonpuBeTcTBOBaN OH CTeHa.

— U Tebe He XBOpaTh, — OTBETUII €My JEeCSATHHK.

— Ciymaii, Mbl TyT ¢ peOsiTaMy TIOCTIOPUJIM: JIE3€PTHP Thl HJTH HET?

— A Kak Tl ymaellb: ae3eptup Ju 517 — Ha juie CTeHa MposiBUIOCh HEIOBOJIbCTBO.

— A 4 He 3Hal0, MIOTOMY U CIIPalIUBaI0.

— Hy a 11 nopackuas Mo3ramu? ABOCb, 10Ta/1aeIIIbCs.

— Tbl yero 310? XaMuTh MHE perui uto Jin? — CTeHIM MOYyBCTBOBAJI HAMPSIKEHUE B rojioce
OXpaHHHKA.

— la mHe 1uieBath, — orBeTr emy CteH. — YTo Xxouels — To 1 iymaid. 3a MecsIil, MPOBEeIEHHBIN
C MepTBellaMH, MHe ObLJIO CITOKOWHEel, YeM 3a JjBa JIHs C JIOJbMU! — OH CIUTIOHYJT Ha JIOPOTY TIOJ
KOTIBITA KOHSI CTPaKHUKA.

— 91! N3Bo3umk! A HYy TOpMO3M KapaBaH! — KpUKHYJI OXpaHHUK KOMY-TO Briepéa. — 5 ckazai,
TOpMO3H! — ¥ OH PBaHyJI BIEPEN, K MEePBOM TeJiere.

W kapaBan ocranoBuiicsi. Criepa CTeH yIUBHJICS TaKOMY TOBEJCHHUIO TOPTOBIEB, HO TIOTOM
yBUJIEJ, KaK TOT kK€ OXPAaHHUK TPyOO0 CKUIIBIBAET C TEJIEr OJHOTO U3 KapaBaHIIMKOB.

— 41 ckazan te6e: Topmosu! Kakue Oputn yemoBus, a?! Tl 3a0bu1? Bo BcéM ciymatbest MeHst! —
OpaJl OH, HAHOCS YAapbl HOraMH IO JieKaleMy TOProBILy.

— 3it! Xopor! — pazgancs rojoc Apyroro 3aliMTHAKA KapaBaHa.

— ThI yTO-TO MHE CKa3an? — OTBJIEKCS OT CBOETO Jena IpayyH. — [IoBTopH, 51 He paccblall.

— He, nuyero, — 3amsuica tot. — [Ipocro, 3agepxuBaemcs. . .

— 3pech g pelai, 3a7epKuBaeMcs Mbl WK HeT. Y Hac npuBail! Bee otnpixaem! — Kpuyasn oH,
CIKHTasi B3MJISZOM BCEX, KTO PELIHICS MOIOUTH MOOIMAKE. — A 'y MEHs €CTh €III€ OTHO JIeJIbLIE.

CreH BHEN, KaK MOCIIe 9THX CJIOB OXPAaHHMK THEBHO YCTABHJICS HA HETO, a 3aTeM HalpaBHJICS
K HEMy, TIOJIO)KUB PYKYy Ha PyKOSITh Meua.

— 3, Tol! Thl 4TO-TO XOTEN MHE CKa3aTh? — HA XOJ1y BHIMAJIWII OH.

Crennu cripbirHyi ¢ Teserd. OXpaHHUK MOAOMIEN K HEMY, CXBATHII 32 IIMBOPOT U B3IVISIHYJT
B IV1a3a:
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— MHe HUKTO He cMeeT nepeunTb. Hu apysbsi, Hu Bparu. bepu cBoit MonoT U nonu pasoe-
péMcsl.

— MHe He3aueMm ¢ ToOO0i pazdouparbcsi, — oTBeTHI emy CTeH.

— Tornaa s BeIMyILy Tebe KUIIKH, — TPOU3HEC 3aMpa, OOHAKAsl CBOM Meu.

— JIaiHO, TONBKO OTOMAEM C 1oporu, — CTEHIIM MPOTSIHYJT PYKY 32 KJIEBIIEM, JISKAIM B TeJlere.

OxpaHHUK BHIIIE Ha MOJISIHY, pa3MaxuBas MedyoM. K Hemy nogorén Moprumup:

— Hopwai, ocraHoBuch! YTo Thl BeITBOpsiens! [Ipekpatu aTo Ge3ymue!

— Besymue?! D10 He Ge3ymue. [IpocTo Koe-KTo He yBaXxaeT APYruX JIOfeH, U 1 HaMepeH ero
npoyuuTb. He cMOTpH Ha MeHs Tak, 51 He cOOMpaloch ero yousatb. Tak, HopexXy HEeMHOXKKO, U OTITYIILY
Ha BCE YeThIPe CTOPOHBI, — Jloprai1 3aMeTHO HepBHUYAJ, HE HAaXo/is ce0e MecTa M Mevach TyAa-cioaa
nepen azamu Moprtu.

CreHu B3BECUJI B PyKax MOJIOT, Pa3MsUICS U TIOJOIIEN K CBOEMY IPOTUBHUKY.

— IlpukpeiBaenibest 3a OpoHEN, — 3ametun Jopuan, risas Ha ero Kompuyry. — 51 Bc€ paBHO
He cOMparoch pe3arhb TeOe Teso. MHe XBaTUT TBOUX YIIEH.

CTeHM HUYEero He OTBETWJI, JIMIIb XKJaJl, YTO MPEearpUMeT BCIIbUIBUMBBIA OXPaHHUK. A OH
crosi1, onieHnBasi CTeHa ¥ KPYTHII B pyKe CBOM Med. 3aTeM OH Pe3KO MOJaJICs BIEPE] U HAHEC CBOM
nepBblid yaap. CTeH 0KuAal, 9TO Me4 NPUAET CHU3Y U JIETKO OJIOKMPOBAJI €ro CBOMM MosIoToM. BTo-
POH1 yap oH OTBE B CTOPOHY M TYT K€ Bpe3aJl KyJIaKoM Mo Jinily Hanaaomiero. Cuiia ynapa omieso-
muia Jlopusna, u oH notepsi1 paBHOBecHe. Jtoro xBatmio CTeHy, YToObl HAHECTH OTBETHBIH yaap.
Moot mormait o mpaBoMy KOJIEHY, pa3fajics MPUNTYIIEHHbBIA XPYCT U OXPaHHUK, TUKO B3BBIB, PyX-
HYJI Ha 3eMJTIO, IEPXkach 3a pa3npoOieHHyIo KocTb. Cpa3y 1BOE ero TOBApHILEH CIIPHITHYJIN CO CBOUX
Jomanen v noackoumy Kk CTeHy, iepka B pyKax MEYH.

— Yro Thl Hazienan?! — B3peBes OIMH U3 HUX.

— Pazobpacs, — orBetun emy CTeH, BceM CBOMM BHUIOM TMOKa3biBasi OObIEHHOCTh CIIOKHUB-
HIEHCs CUTYalIUU.

— To1 cioman emy koseHo! Koneno! Teneps oH He cMoxeT cpakarbest! Thl 3TO MOHUMAaEIIb? —
HaJsleTell Ha Hero JIPYromu.

— Koneuno. TakuM Kak OH Helb3sl JaBaTh B pyKU Opyxkue, — otBeTus emy CteH. — S pa3omn
eMy KOJIEHO U pa30m1 Obl BTOpOE, ecliv Obl BB HE TIOIOEKAU. A €CJT U Bbl XOTUTE CTaTh KaJleKaMH,
MPOIIY, MPOJOKANTE CBOM HAaNaJKU HA MeHs. DTO OyeT MOBOAOM, pa3o0paThCsl M C BAMHU.

OXpaHHUKH MEPETIISTHYIMCH U TIOCMOTPENX Ha CBOETO PAHEHHOTO NIPE/IBOAMTES. 3aTeM OTCTY-
MIWJTH ¥ TIOZIONIUTH K CKyJisiiiieMy Jopuanny. OHY BIOKWIM MEYX B HOKHBI M HAUITH O YEM-TO TIEpero-
BapuBaThCs MeKAy coOoil. CTEeHIM OTBEpHYJICS OT HUX W HampaBwics K cBoell Tenere. OH 3abpacs
BHYTPb, AOCTAJl U3 MEIIKa 3aCOXIIYI0 XJIEOHYI0 KOPKY U TPUHSUIICS TPhI3Th €€, Kak OyATO MUHYTY
Ha3aJ HUYero v He MpoM30IILIo. [Ipyrue oXpaHHUKM KOCHIJIMCh Ha HETO, HO JIMIIIb JIOBHJIH Ha ceOe ero
B3IJISI/L, KaK TMOCHEIIHO OTBOpaunBaivch. [IpuBan 3atsHyscsa Hagonro. Jlopuany Ha HOTY HAJIOKHIIH
IIMHY, OTOPBaB OT OOpTa TeJaeru AOCKY, a TIOTOM €ro MepeTalyif B JPYryio MOBO3KY, MOJAJIbIIe
ot Crena. CrycTs momyaca mocje OCTaHOBKH, KapaBaH, HaKOHEIl, MPOJOJDKUI CBOH IyTh. Bckope
Kk Creny nogbsexan Moprumup

— HenpusitHas cutyaiust NpuKIIOYIIACH, — HAYal OH Pa3roBOp.

— U He roBopute, — orBetmi1 CteH.

— A BbI He OOUTECH, UYTO OHU peliaT BaM OTOMCTHUTH? Bbl moKaieumii ux Jauaepa.

— ¥V HuxX ObUI IIAHC ¥ OHM ero ymycTiii. Kak Bbl Jymaere, ctaj Obl sl ¢ HUM JIpaThCsl, €y Obl
He ObLT yBepeH B cBoel nobesie?

— $1 monaraio, 4To HeT, — MpeaNoNoKUI MopTH.

— A Bot uépra ¢ aBa, — orBeT!s1 CTeH. — OH XOTeJ ApaKku, XOTes JIIoOOo! 1eHOM, YTOOB yTBep-
JWTKCS cpeau cBoux. Y oH mojipasicst Ob1 CO MHOM B JIIOOOM ciTydae, Jake eciiu Obl s1 BCTaJl Ha KOJICHU
Y TIPUHSJICS CIIM3BIBATH TBLTb C €ro caror. [ e Bbl HAIILIH 3Ty IMANKy?

— Kaxk rze? B Kpecry koHeuHo. Mbl exanu ¢ HUMH 70 DcTaboHa, a 3ateM ooparHo. VX MHOrO.
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— U Bce onm Oe3mapu. VX Jydmmii BOMH TOJBKO YTO MPOUTPaNl OON MYKUKY C MOJIOTKOM.
C monotkom! Y MeHs 1axke He ObLJIO IIUTA, YTOOBI XOTh KaK TO YPaBHSTh HAIIM IIAHCHL. S Tak Tymaro,
OHM HU pazy He OWINCh Mo-HacTosimeMy. Ero ckopocts ¢ Me4oM Takas ke, Kak y MEHsI C MOJIOTOM.
OH He ymeeT BbIOMpaTh MOMEHT IJIsI YAAapa, XOTh U KpacuBO KpyTUT mMed. CriepBa s oracajcs ero,
HO KOTJIa OH CJIeJIaJl IePBBI BBITIA, 51 BCE MOHSLI. Sl MOT YOUTH €ro Ha MecTe, MOT BMECTO KOJIeHa Ipo-
JIOMUTb €MY Yepell, HO Mosaiell ero. Tenepb eMy He MECTO Cpelji BOMHOB, U 3TO MPaBUJIbHO. Takue
KaK OH, OJIHAK/Ibl, CXOIIAT C BEPHOTO MyTH M CTAHOBSITCS OaHAUTaMU. MopTUMUD, B CIIEIYIOIUH pas,
Koryia Oynere HaOMpaTh cede 3aIUTHUKOB, JIyUllle IoIOupanTe Jiiojiel, — mocoBeToBas CTeH.

— 4 310 yuTy. A Tenepp, CKaXUTE MHE, TIOKAIYICTA, BBl M BIIPaBLy MPOLLIA CKBO3b Jiec?

— CkBO3b JieC 51, KOHEYHO, He TIPOMIEN, HO MOOIYk/IaTh B HEM MPHIILUIOCh. A IMOYeMY BbI CIIpa-
mmBaete?

— Buepa s cunen Herogan€éky ot Bac u 6omntai co ceouM Apyrom, Busum. C tem, ycaTbiM TOp-
rOBIIEM, M BHJEJ Bally CThIUKY ¢ AyctupoM. Ckaszarbh MO MpaBje, 5 HE TyMal, YTO Bbl Tak JIETKO
OT/IEJIAETECh.

— A 4ro He Tak? — cripocui ero CteHiu.

— Kanuran Ctup norepsin yxe BTOpod OTpsiJ, oTnpaBuB ux Haitu [lakanos. A nepes 3tum
OH MOTepsis1 CBOEro apyra, cupa Oncona. Cka3ars 110 paBJe, s HUKOTAA HE BUAEN €ro TAKUM I0/1aB-
JIEHHBIM U B TAKOM THEBE.

— Xanp, — Ha nyme Creniau crano rpyctHO. OH BCIIOMHUMII BCEX CBOMX Jpy3ei, KTO MOru0
B TocJieiHee BpeMsl. Bcex, KTO CTOsUT ¢ HUM IIJIEYOM K I11edy B 0010 1 BceX, KOro OH BEJT CKBO3b JIEC.

— He Oynem o mevyasibHOM, — pelmi cMeHUTh TeMy Moptu. — Y Kyaa BbI IUTaHUpYeTe JBU-
HYTbCs fanbine? 9 cobupaioch 3aKynuTh 1ejKa 1 oTrpaBuThesi B Kpony Akkapuio. Bel He cornacu-
TEChb CONMPOBOAUTH MEHS?

— K coxanenuio, Hamm ¢ BaMu IyTty pacxonparcs. S Hanpasmock B Jlaproc, B nasatsl. Tam
3asiBJIIO O ceOe, JOCIYKY STOT TOfI U MOe/ly Ha CeBep, MofabIle OT ITUX MecT, — CTeH MpencTaBu
ceOe Jyra, Jieca 1 03€pa, YTO HAXOIWJIUCh K ceBepy 0 UepTsl, 1 ero ryosl pacTsSHYJIUCh B YIIBIOKE. —
T MecTa MPUHECIM MHE MHOTO TOpsi, TaK YTO, OTIPABIIOCH 5 TyAa, a TaM Oyab uTo OyaeT.

— A MHe ceBep HUKOTJa He HpaBWICs, — MPU3HaJICs Toprosell. — $1 mo6mo Témisie kpas. Ho,
TOBOPSAT, CEBEPHBIE KEHIIMHBI OTIIUYAIOTCS] 0COOO0M KPacoToi. BeoKyphIX TaM He CUYecThb, He TO, YTO
311eCh, — OH ycMexHyJics 1 CTeH noajepxkal ero.

«A Bep uipaBaa! Bozemy ceOe B KEHBI OSJIOKYPYIO, FOIy00IIasyio, 1a YTo0bl Koxka Oernasi, Kak
CHET, a POCTy — ¢ MeHs1. Viu uyTh Huke MeHs1. Byniem BMecTe sKUTh J1a IeTeill pacTUThb. S1 B OXOTHUKHU
TIOM/Ty, a OHA TO XO3SIMCTBY: KO3 JIOUTh A2 Kypel KOPMUTb, — OH BHOBb YJILIOHYJICSI CBOUM MEUTaM. —
Bcé-Taku, 3acunencs s B gernose. [JaBHo mopa Oblia YXOIUTb, Ja CEMbEN 003aBOAUTHCS». MOpTH
TMOXeNan eMy yIauu U JBUHYJICS BIIEpEn, K Hayasly kapaBaHa. Bckope CTeH 3ameTui, 4To Ha Jopore
Havyaa MosIBIAThCA MyTHUKU. OH 0OepHyscs M yBHUIeN, uTo Briepeau 3amastamn KOxubiid Kpect.
HeGonbIioi ropoqok, IeHTp TOProBiu U KoHTpadaHbel. Kak ciofa emé He mpuBesu Kakon-HUOYIb
JIETHOH J1J151 HaBeJIeHU S MOPSIIKA, B TOJIOBE HE YKJIaabiBaiock. CTeHIM ObIBAJI TYT MHOTO Pa3 v BUIE,
YTO 32 MpOUIe/Iiee BpeMs MaJIo YTO U3MEHUJIOCh, pa3Be YTO BOJIb AOPOT MOBbIPACTAIN TOKOCUBILM-
ecs n30ymku. Bc€ Tak e cTosiii BoceMb OarrieH X03sieB, BCE Tak ke TOJMIIMCH Y BRIXOJA U3 ropojia
KapaBaHbl. 1 kapaBaH, B KOTOpoM ciefoBan CTeH OcTaHOBWJICS, eBa Bois B ropoa. CteHiu cies3
C TIOBO3KH, 3a0paJjl CBOM BEIIM M YBU/IEJ, KaK OIMH M3 OXPAaHHUKOB MX KapaBaHa, paclyXuBasi HApo/,
OeXUT B LIEHTP rOpojia, Kprua «JieKapb». OTBEpHYBILHCH, OH 3a0bLT O HEM M HAIIPaBHJICS HA JIPYTYIO
cTOpoHy ynuubl. CTEHJIM 3HAJI, YTO Ha CEBEPHOM I1yTH €CTh OTIMYHBINA TPAKTHP, HEJAOPOTOM U C Mep-
BOKJIACCHBIM NMKBOM. OH MaxHyJ1 Hanocsieok pykoid MopTtumupy U 3amaraj o opore, pacTajiku-
Basl 3a3€BaBILUXCS IPOXOKUX.
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5. IOxkub1i1 Kpect

— JlaBHEHBKO ThI K HAM HE 3aXa)XWBaJl, — MPOTUpAsi Mocyry, oOpatuics K Hemy [los, Xo3sauH
«JIByx npusitesei». — Hebocs, 3arymsin?

— Kakoit Tam. Ene mkypy cBolo criac, — orBetis1 CTeHITH, OTXJIEOBIBAsI MMBO U3 KPYKKU.

[Tona on 3Has gaBHO. PaHbliie, Koraa ero JISTMOH BCTaBasl jlarepeM Henofaieéky ot IOxHoro
Kpecra, Cten Bcerma Oeran B «JIBa npusTessi», HAMUTLCS IEMIEBOr0, HO BKYCHOTo nvBa. Torga oH
1 niozHakomuJIics ¢ [TosioMm, Takum ke BecEnbiM 1 0e33a00THBIM, Kak U caM CteH. OHM JIETKO ToJa-
IWJIH ¥, BOT yXe OoJiee MATHAALATY JIET, MOTJIM CIIOKOMHO Ha3bIBaTh APYT APYra Ipy3bsMHU.

— Cnymait, CteH, a gaBaii, ko mae? Korma gocmysxuiib, nepedupaiics ciona, B KOxubiit Kpecr.
Bypenib y MeHsi IMYHBIM OXPaHHUKOM padoTaTh, a TO 3HAEIllb, CKOJIBKO 3[IeCh BCAKOro cOpoia pas-
BEJIOCh.

— He, s10 He no mue. He xouy s1 Gosbllie B Apakax y4acTBOBaTb.

— Uro-To s Tebs1 He y3Haw. Cternn Tpemriut He xoueT pa3msTh KyJaku! Bot 3to HoBOCTh! —
BCIUIECHYJI PYyKaMH TPaKTHPIIHK.

— IIpencrassb cebe, He X0Uy, — OH OTXJIeOHYJ nMuBa. — Hamoeno! Xovy Tuxoi, MUPHOM, CTTIOKOH-
HOU KU3HHU.

— Torpa cranoBuch ToproBueM. Ckymnail TOBapbl, MepernpojaaBail 31ech ke. E3aute Hukyna
HE HaJo, HaMEIb ceOe mapy Oyraés B kayecTBe oxpasbl. [1o 6opaensam ga kabakaM XOTb Kaskbli
IEHb CIIOHATHCS Oy/Ielb.

— A cam-To Thl Y€ro TOpPro,jiel He 3aHMMaelbesi? — cripocul ero CteH.

— Tak s, 370, He TOIHBIH, 11s Toproiau! IIpoGoBas 5 Kak TO TOProBaTh TKAHSIMHU, HO MECTHBIE
MHE He [TOBEPUJI: PEeLLInIIY, MOJI, IEPENUJI 51 CBOETO IMBA U ¢ ymMa coluén. Buaars, conepkars TpakTHp
Most cynb0a, — [Tos B3MOXHYJ ¥ MOCTaBMII Ha CTOJ TMOCNIETHIO TapesKy. — A BOT U3 TeOs XOPOIIUii
TOProBell Bblllies Obl, KOMOPUTHBIN. [IproaeTs, OCTpryb, MOOPUTD, TOJIHKO YCHIIM OCTABUTD — BBICIIIUI
KJacc!

— 41 TeGe mam, octprub MeHs! — mpurposui emy kKyiaakom CteH. — Wb yero Hagymain. Mue
Y TaK Xopoto!

— JlagHo, namHo, ycrokoucs! IIpocro, xoauinb, 3apociinii, Kak MeaBeab. Moxer, B 0010 Th
U IIyTaelib CBOUM BHJIOM Bpara, HO 3/1€Ch Thl Oy/Ielllb pacIyTuBaTh KIMEHTOB!

— He cobupatoch s Besikyio epyHy mpofaBath! C uero Tel BOOOIIIE B3sUI, UTO 1 TOPTOBIIEM CTaTh
xouy?

— Jla s TaK, mpoCTO, Pa3MBIILISIO BCIYX. A, 4TO, HEJb351?

— [Nouemy xke, MoxHO, — cornacuiicss CTeH. — BOT TOJIBKO ycTat s OT BCel 9TOM CyeThl, OETOTHH.

— Hy u uro panviie, Cten? Yem Toraa riaHupyellb 3aHATLCS, €CJIM HA TOProBaTh, HU BOEBATh
He Xouellb?

— A, e 3Haro s1. [Toey He ceBep, TaM JOM OTCTPOIO, KEHIOCh, eTel 3aBely. XO3siCTBOM 3aHU-
Matbcsi Oyay, — MOJIENTUIICS OH CBOMMM TUIAHAMH C IPYTOM.

— DX, KaJb... J-TO qymaJl, 3/1eCh OCTaHeNIbCs. Y HAC MPUIMYHOTO cOOeceTHUKA THEM C OTHEM
HE CBHIIIEIb.

— A TBI IpofaBai CBOM TPAKTUP M ToeaeM co MHOM. [leHer TeGe XBaTHUT, YTOOBI HAYATh TaM
HOBYIO ’KU3Hb, — peioxui emy CTeH.

— [Iponath TO MOXHO, 1a BOT TOJIBKO YeM $1 TaM Oy/y 3aHUMaThCs1? DTO 3/1€Ch LIEHTP TOPTOBJIH,
KapaBaHbl CMEHSIOT JPYT Ipyra eXeJHEBHO, OT IMOCTOSUIbIIEB 0TOOsI HeT. A Tam yto? Hu TepmaHIies,
HU KyIIIOB, HU TOProBiu. Pa3 B moiroga Kakon-HUOYAb KapaBaHYMK 3arjIsiHET B OOraMu 3a0bITHIi
rOpOMILIKO U BCE. Jla M Kak ke 51 CBOMX JIEBOUEK OCTaBJIIO?

— Tak b1, 370, oTen|? — ynuBuics CteH.
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— Kak Te6e sryudriie ckazars: 6e3 CBOMX JIeBOUYEK s Kak Oe3 pyk. Po3u, Banna, [Nectpsiuka u Jlac-
koBas [Iblieuka — s 419 HUX, Kak OYeHb JIIoOAImui oterl, — [1on 3axoxoTall, He B ChJIax CAepXKarhb
cMexa.

CTeH MOHsI, 0 KAKUX TaKUX «JI0YKaX» TOBOPUT €ro APYT U MOIEPKAI ero 3a00pUCTHIM XOXO-
ToM. JlonuB MUBO, OH OTAAT KpykKy [lony u permn mpoituck no ropoay. Kak Bcerga CteH nepBbiM
JIeJIOM HampaBuJyICs B ero HeHTp. Was no ynuiiam, oH NoAMETHII, YTO MPUBBIYHBIM B3IJISIIy UMIIEepIia
CTPaKHUKOB 3aMEHWIM HAaéMHUKH B TIPUIYIUTUBBIX KadhTaHax, Oosiee CBONCTBEHHbBIC TEPMaHIIaM, YeM
umnepram. [la 1 opyxue y HUX ObLJIO HE CBOMCTBEHHOE JIJII UMITEPUU: U30THYTHIe CaOM U KOTIbs,
C KOPOTKHM JPEBKOM, HO UIMHHBIM, JOCTUTAIONIMM IMOJITOPH (DYyTOB HAKOHEYHUKOM. CTpakHUKU
3ajep:xuBaiy B3l Ha CTeHe, HO HUYero eMy He FOBOpPHIIN, Tpoxost MUMO. CTeH, HaKOHell, JOIIEN
0 IIEHTPa ropojia ¥ yTKHYJICS] B OTPOMHBIN ITyTeBoM cTos10. OH MOBEpHYJI HAIIPABO U TMOIMIEN Ha 3amaj,
BIVISIABIBASICh B BBIBECKH, OoMTaronyecs Haj qoporoi. «Mactepckas [oBepa Cammepcar», — mpouén
OH HajAmuch Ha Tocke. CTeH 3alén B 3[aHKe U YBUJIEIT CE/IOTO CTAPUKa, OOBSICHSIONIETO YTO-TO OYe-
peIHOMY TOKYTATENIo.

— Tl em€ xuB, cTaphlil NeHb? — 0OPATUIICS OH K JICTY.

V crapuka oTBUCIIA YENTIOCTh OT TAKOW HATJIOCTU HAXaJIbHOTO TIOKYMATEIsl, HO, JIUIIb €rO B3I
cKkoub3HY 1o CTeHy, KaK MOPIIMHUCTOE JIMIIO MOMEHTAIBHO 03apHJIOCH YIIBIOKOM.

3a0bIB O TIOKYTIaTeNie, e/l PACKUHYJI B CTOPOHBI PyKH U TIOIIEN HaBcTpeuy CTeHy.

— Crenmu! Ckonbko siet! [laBHO THI He HaBelan crtaporo [osepal

— Cammepc! F-To yxe qymat, 4to He 3acTaHy TeOsl B )KHMBBIX! — KPEIKO OOHSUT OH CTapuKa.

Hen nomén no CteHa v cxait ero B cBoMX 00bATHSAX. CTEH MOYYBCTBOBAN, KaK CTAJIbHBIE PYKH
CTapyKa BBIIABJIMBAIOT BO3YX U3 €ro JIETKUX.

— Bcé€, xBatut, — esie ycriels npolenTarb OH, IoKa CTApUK HACMEPTh HE 3aAyILIUII €ro.

I'moBep ormycTui Apyra M XJIONHYJ TOTO IO IJIeYaM.

— ¢1 w1 3a0bU1, YTO THI Y HAC HEXKEHKA, — TIPOX PUTIEIT JIe]I.

— Her, npocto 310 ThI, a HE s, MOAKOBBl PyKaMH pa3ruOaerib. A Thl COBCEM HE M3MEHWJICS
C Halllel TocieHel BCTpeur, — coBpasl emy CTeH, 3aMeTHB, UTO BOJIOCHI CTapyKa CTayu Oeliee CHera.

— A Bot 16l ocTape. U moxynen. Hy, pacckaswiBaii, rae Obu1, — ompocu ero [osep.

CreH nepeBén B3I Ha MOKYIATeNs, AePKaBIIero B pyKe HOX M TEPHEIUBO OXKUABIIETO,
koraa CTapuk, HaKOHell, HAarOBOPUTCS.

— Cnymait, Te0s1 BOH, MOKYTIATelb TOKUIACTCS.

— Jla 370 pasBe Mokymarelsb? — nmepedu ero crapuk. — Takux, Kak OH Ha JHIO YeJIOBEK 10 CTO
3axomut. M Bce OHM MUHYT TIO MATh Y MEeHsI OTHUMAIOT, a B3ATh TaK HUUYETO IIEHHOTO U He OepyT. Bot
CKa)X¥l MHE, CKOJIBKO $I TIOJTy4y 32 3TOT HOXHUK, — OH KMBHYJI HA HOX B pyKax y mokymarenis. — [[Ba
cepeOpsika! — Cammepc crutioHys Ha noit. — JIaqHo, uam ciofa, — MaxHyJl OH TOKYTaTeIo.

Tot nopomén u orcuutan [7oBepy 03BYUYEHHYI0 CyMMY, MOOIArofapuil M BhIIIE] U3 JIABKU.
Crapuk HeOpeXHO CYHY MX B CBOWM HAarpyAHbIN KapMaH U nipuriacui CTeHa porTH BIITyOb 3/1aHHUS.

— [Mpucsiap, — yka3as OH Ha CTYJI, — a s TIOKa KOro-HUOyIb BMECTO ce0sl 3a MPUIIaBOK MOCTABIIIO.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OH BepHyJIcs U Toraa CTeH/In paccKkas3all eMy BCE, UTO MPUKJIIOUMIIOCH
C HUM 3a TocJie/iHee BpeMsl. [JloBep KuBasl 1a IOKaJl SI3bIKOM, CIIyILasi ero paccKas.

— Komy pacckaxelip, He oBepAT! — NoabITOKMI Jefl, korga CTeH 3aKOHYMII CBOE TIOBECTBO-
Banue. — Hy, a BelbMy TO Tbl, TOYHO TIPUKOHUYUTD TIHITATICS ?

— a, HeckombKo pas, — coBpai eMmy CteH. — Ho roBopio %ke: TOJIbKO 51 Ha He€ 3aMaxXHYCh, Cpa3y
KPOBb B KWJIaX CTBIHET.

— Tsl GosbIIIe HUKOMY HU CJIOBOM O BCTpeue C Hel. A TO eIé caMoro OOBUHSAT B KOJIJOBCTBE
1 coXryT. OHM pa30uparhbCs He CTaHyT!

— a 3Haio 51, — cornacuiics ¢ HuM CteH. — S Benb Tebe pacckaza, IOTOMY YTO JOBEPSIIO.

— DTO ThI IPABUJIBHO!
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— Coymiaid, ies1, a MOXET BallleMy Mary pacckasarh, UTo BeibMa U3 Jjiecy Bhiluia, a? Kak qyma-
ems? Bapyr oHa yero HaTBOpUT?

— Hamemy mary? Jla Tl 4ero 3To, MoKa 1o JieCy TUIyTaJsl, FOJIOBOM O CYK CTYKHYJICS?

— A uro Takoro? — yauswicsi CteH. — OH ke npejacTaButesib MajgaxuToBOro CoBeTa, JI0KEH
OOpOTHCSI C HEUMCTHIO BCAKOM 10 TIEPBOMY K€ 30BY, WJIU 51 HE TIpaB?

—IIpaB! B Tom, 4TO OH U3 COBETa. A BOT B OCTAJILHOM ThI 3201y 1aeIlibCsl, CIHOK. Maru ceiiyac
TOILIA TaKKeE, YTO XOTh 32 TFOJIOBY XBaTaiics, — moxayoBascs [ osep.

— A 4ro He Tak?

— Bort Ham, BenTazap, mpociaBieHHbIH, Ka3aJloch Obl, Mar, HOCUTEJTh CKOJIbKUX-TO TaM Teyartei,
a BOT HapOJly yXe JBe HeJeIM IOMOYb He XOYeT.

— A 41O CIyunioch Takoro? — nouHTepecoBascs y Hero CteH.

— Hexwutp y Hac 3aBenach 10 cellM HeBHIaHHAsA. BwicTpas, cTpaimiHasi, KOTTH — KaK HOXH.
Ha xuBbIX Bpozie He OpocaeTcsl, a BOT TPYIbl y HE€ camoe JoOuMoe JJakoMCTBO. [IbITasiuch Ham
CTPaXHUKHU CaMU €€ OTJIIOBUTb, ]a BOT TOJIIBKO OeraeT oHa OBbICTPO, /1a U KaK B3IJISTHET B IJla3a, Tak
YeJIOBEK OT yXkKaca W JBUHYTHCS HE MOXKET.

— OTkyza Ke Takasi HaracTh Ha Bac CBAJIMIIAChH?

— Jla KTO X ero 3HaeT, OTKyJa oHO BcE Oepétcsa? He ObuIO, Temeph ecTh.

— W 4gro, roBopuin Mary o HoOBo# Oefe?

— T'oBopuitn, a uto Tosy? CTOUT OH TaKOW BaXKHbIU, U TBEPAUT, MOJI, HUYETO CTPAIIIHOTO B HEE
HET, JJake MOoJb3y NPUHOCUT. Tpymbl moejaer, a 3HAUUT, Xopollee 1ej1o aenaeT. la u yousath eé
He3aueM, TPYIOB He CTaHeT, OHa cama U CAOXHET. A Hapoa OouTcs.

— Jla yx, X0Tesioch Obl B3IJISIHYTh HA TOrO Yapopest, — ckazan CteH.

— Tak cxomu, — npemnoxun emy [moBep. — Cerogsi onsiTh Hapoja coOMparbcs OyAeT y ero
OammHu. OnATh CTaHyT TPeOOBaTh, YTOOBI OH FaMHY M3BEN.

— A kakas 1o OGamrHsa?

— Jla camas BbICOKasi, TaM, Ha Iore, — MaxHyJl pyKo# Kynaa-To B ctopony [oBep. To, urto 1or
nMeHHo Tam, CTeH coOMHeBaJICH.

— JlagHo, cTapuk, ObUT paj MOBUIATHCS ¢ TOOOM, — MIOAHSIICS OH CO CTYJIA.

— Ve yxoquius? — ynusuics Cammepc. — A y MeHsI BOH, IMpor nevércs. Jlouy Moo noMHuUIIb?
3HaTHasi KpacaBuIla BIPOCTIa, 1a U pyKH 3oi0Thie! Best B oTia! — moxBacrascs oH.

— [lo-gpyromy u ObITH He MOIIO. Thl YX M3BUHM MEHsI, HO MHE JICHCTBUTEJIHHO TIOpa. MeHs
Be/Ib BECh JIETMOH TIOKOMHHUKOM cunTaet. [lopa Obl 3asBUTH O cede.

— Hy, torma nagHo, — noxpHsiics co cryna Cammepc. — Yaauu Tebe U He 3a0bIBail CTapuKa.
Bynenib B HaImmx Kpasx, 00s3aTelIbHO 3aXO/IH.

— 3aiiny, — mooberan emy CTeHIM 1 OOHSIT Ha IMPOIaHbe CTaporo Ky3Hena. Kak Bcerna, Kuim-
CTBII Jie/T YyTh HE pa3fAaBUII €T0 B CBOMX OOBATHSX.

CTeHu MpUKPBUT 32 COOOM TSKENYIO IBEPh M HAIlpaBWIICS Ha 1or ropoaa. O mén nmo Mmre-
PaToOpCKOMY MyTH, U €My XOPOIIO OblIa BUJHA TOHKasl OAIIHsI, BO3BBIIIAIOIIASICS HAJl BCEMU OCTaJIb-
HeIMU 30aHusIMH. [lonoias K e€ OCHOBaHMIO, OH YBUIEJ TOJIY, SIPOCTHO BBIKPUKHBAIOIIYIO WMSI
BOJIIeOHMKA. [10JICOTHH YeoBeK coOpavCh Mepesl BXOIOM B OAIlTHIO, 3apaB rOJIOBB BBEPX U OXKH-
nasi NOSIBJIEHUSI XO35IMHA cero cTpoeHusl. CTeHIM cMelasicsi ¢ TOJIOM, HaIesiCh CETOAHS TOCMOTPETh
Ha IMaJIor Mara ¢ HapoIoM. B oxuganum oH paccmatpuBa Jiofer BOKpyr. Heckonbko mpauek, moBa-
PUX, KOHIOXOB OKPYXaJi ero, Ho 0oJibllie Bcero ObUIo 3emieenbiieB. CaMbiM aKTUBHBIM CPEId HUX
OBbLT MSICHUK, OOJTAY€HHBIN B KOJIBUYKHBIA (DAPTYK, C OTPOMHBIM HOKOM, BHCEBIIIMM Ha rosice. OH
Y TIPU3bIBAJT Mara CITyCTUThLCSI BHH3.

— benrazap! — opain oH Bo Bcio IOTKY. — benrazap! Cryckaiics!

Ho otBetom emy Obta THIMHA. Mar He TOPOIWIICS BBIXOAWThH, BUIUMO, ObLT 3aHST YEM-TO
6osee BaXKHBIM, YeM OOIIIEHHEM C JIIObMH HU3KOTO MTPOUCXOKAeHN . Ho MSICHUK He ycTynas B yrop-
CTBE Mary ¥ MPOJIOJIKaJl BRIKPUKUBAThH €r0 UMS.
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— U gacro Mmar crmryckaetcsa? — ooparuicss CTSHIIU K CTOSIIIEH PSAIOM Mpavke.

— He, He yacro. Buepa 10 HOUM CTOSLIH, @ €My XOTb Obl XHBI, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

Crennu Havas ObUIO YK€ MOAYyMBIBaTh, BEPHYTHCS B TPAKTHUP, KaK JBEph OAIIHU OTKPHLIACH,
U B MPOEMe MOKa3aJIcsl caM Mar. «JleficTBUTeNIbHO, HOCUTE b BEJIMKON CUJIbl», — nogmetus CteH,
s Ha Mara. ToT ObUT BBICOK, Xy/AOIIAB, JIBIC ¥ ¢ OrpoMHOM Goponoi. Ero riasa Oblv MOMHB My
POCTH, a JIUIO BHIpaKaJio adCOMIOTHOE CroKorcTBUE. OneT OH ObUT B POCKOIIHYI0 POOy, YEpHYIO,
C BBIIIMTHIMY HA HE 30JI0THIMU HUTSIMU SI3bIKAMU TIAaMEHH. B 1paBoii pyke OH CKMMaJ IOCoX, KOTO-
PbIi Ha LEeJTyI0 JIaJOHb MPEBHIIIA POCT Mara. BonmeOHNK He criela CIyCTHIICS BHU3 110 CTYTIeHbKaM
Y TOAOMIEN K MSICHUKY, BCTaB MPSIMO TIepe]] HUM.

— 41 — Benrazap Moryumii, HOcUTeNb TPEX NeyaTeil CUIIbl ¥ 4jieH MajaxuToBoro coBera cripa-
IIMBAIO TeOsI: KTO THI TAKOW? — MPOMOJIBHJI Mar.

— Mar, XBaTuT 3TOr0 XBaCTOBCTBA! — OTBETHUJI €My MSICHHK. — Thl PEKpacHO 3Haelllb, KTO 5
TaKOM, a MBI B Kypce, KTO ThI.

— XopoIio, — Mar ¥ OpOBbIO He TIOBEN Ha ero 3aMedaHue. — YTo TPeBOKUT Bac, kuteu KOxHoro
Kpecra? Kakoe neso npusesio Bac Ko MHe?

— Kaxapiid pa3 oqHo u 1o )e! Tebe uTo, nenars OojbIe He 4Yero, a? — MSACHUK XOTb M ObLI
BBICOK, HO CMOTpEJI Ha Mara CHU3Y U IbITAJICA 3arIsTHyTh eMy B I1a3a. Ho Mar cMoTpen rnosepx Hero,
HE y/ieJisisl ero MepcoHe HU MaJlelIiero BHUMaHMSI.

— ¥V MeHs1 MHOTO KpaifHe BaKHBIX JIeJ, yBa)KaeMble KUTEJIM TOr0 ropoaa. Bel JOMIKHBI TIOHU-
Marthb, YTO JieJia Mara OTJIMYAIOTCs OT A€ MPOCTOIONUHOB TaK ke, KaK U JieJ1a IPOCTOIOIUHOB OTIIH-
YaloTcsl OT Jien Koposiei. Eciim BaM Hevero ckazaTb, sl Ipearoyuen Obl MPOJOIKUATH CBOM U3bICKAHUSI.

— W 4ro ke 3710 3a fena Takue? OnsTh 1eBOYEK HAIMX MOPTHUILb, a7 — BBITAIUI MSCHUK.

INoxoxe, ero cioBa 3aeau BOMIIEOHNKA, TOTOMY YTO TOT BIIEPBBIE 32 BCE BpEMs pa3roBopa
nocMoTpen Ha MsicHuKa. CTeHy TOKa3alIuCh, YTO B IVIa3ax BOJIIEOHMKA TOJIBIXHYIM OTOHBKH TLIa-
MEHH.

— JlajiHO, Mar, — yCIioKowJT ceOst MSICHUK IO TSIKEBIM B3MIs110M benrazapa. — Ectb y Hac k Tebe
neno. Kak mbl y’ke roBopwIv, y Hac 1Mo oKpyre OpoauT Kakasi-to raguHa. [lepen Toboii codpauch
MHOTH€e, KTO 00eClIOKOeH 3TUM, HO He Bce. CeromHsi Mbl onsiTh nmpocuM 1eds1, benrazap Moryuwuii,
MOKOHYHTH C Hetlo. Mbl OOMMCS, YTO paHO WJIM MO3IHO OHA MEPECTaHEeT MOXUPATh TPYIIB U 3aX0UET
nonpoOOBaTh CBEKEro Msica.

Bomme6Hrk Haxmypust OpOBH U TIPOU3HEC:

— BOT ye HeCKOJIbKO Be4epoB MOAPSI Bbl TPUXOANTE K OCHOBAHHIO MOE OalllHu U TpedyeTe
OT MEHsI OIHOTO U TOTO ke. VI Kaxaplil pa3, CITyCKasich CIOa ¥ OTBJIEKAsICh OT BaXXHBIX JICSHUIA, MHE
MIPUXOAUTCS OOBSCHATH BaM, YTO 3TO CYIECTBO HE MPEACTABISIET OMACHOCTHU ISl YeoBeKa. 3a TO
BpeMsl, YTO Bbl CTOMTE O], MOUM OKHOM s yCIIeJl U3Y4UTh e€, Kak U e€ mosajaku. Heuncts — 310
JKEHIIMHA, TI0 CBOEH BOJIe CTaBIIIasi TAKOKM 1 HE B HAIIIEM ITpaBe JIMIIATh e€ BHIOPAaHHOW Y4acTy.

— Jla THI yero 3To, Mar, U3/IeBaelIbcsl Hal HaMu? DTa «KEeHIIUHA» HABOIUT yXKac Ha ObIBAJIBIX
BOMHOB, a Thl TOBOPHIIIL HAM OCTaBHTh €€ B MoKoe. Jla eci OHa Ha KOro U3 Hac HaKMHETCsI, TO Pa3o-
PBET B KJIOUbSI M IUKHYTD He ycrieelnb! Mar, Tl HaM TyT CKa3KH He pacckasbiBaii! 11306aBb HaC OT 3TOi
HAaracTH, a He To...

— A He 10 uT0?! — Iepe6u ero benrazap.

MFICHUK He HaIEN CJI0B, YTOOBI OTBETUTH Mary M TOT, BOCIIOJIb30BABIINCH N1Ay301, OTBEPHYJICS
1 OOPEN K BXOy B OAIIHIO.

— ThI Tpyc 1 cnabak! — HAIIEN YTO KPUKHYTh €My BCJIe/l MSICHUK. — Thl HE Mar, Thl — HIUTOXe-
ctBo! Thl MPOCTO Kyua rps3u, MONABIIAS B HAII TOPO, THI. ..

CrnoBa MSICHUKA YTOHY/IM B IIMNEHUM TUIaMeHu. [1oka OH MpOKJIMHA Mara, TOT IOBEpHYJICS,
nipyce ¥ 0OBEN IIOCOXOM IO IMMPOKOM ayre nepes codoit. [Tmams, creqyst IBUKEHHUIO TOCOXa, BCIIBIX-
HYJIO TIPSIMO M3 3eMJIM M TIOTIONI3JIO 10 TpaBe, OTIEsAs MSCHUKA U el HECKOJbKUX Pa3bsipEHHBIX
rOpoXaH OT OCHOBHOW TOJMBL. ByHTapW oka3zajauch B JIOBYIIKE, 3aKJIIOYEHHBIE B OTHEHHBIA KPYT.
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SI3BIKM TIJTAaMEHM 3aCTAaBWIIM MX TIPUKATHCS APYT K JAPYTY, ¥ TOrJa Mar Havasl JercTBoBaTh. CKBO3b
creHy orasi CTeHIM BU/Ie)T, KaK Mar IHPOKO PacCTaBIJI PyKHU, BIOXHYJI IIOJTHOW TPY/AbIO U BBIIOXHYIT
kapkoe ruams. Jliozei, oka3aBIIMXCs B TUIGHY y OTHSI, HACTHUIVIA BOJTHA TUIAMEHH U OHH, BCIIBIXHYB,
HavyaJi MeTaThCsl, He BU/Is HU4Yero BOKpyr. KTo-To cpasy ynai, KTo-To, He 3aMmevasi O'HEHHOW CTEHBbI,
METHYJICSI B HAPOJ, Cesl y’Kac CPeIy TOJIIbI, a KTO-TO OCTAJICS Ha MECTe U IBITAJICS] COUTh OXBATUBIIIEE
ero riaMsi. A Mar He TiepecTaBasl U3pbIraTh OTOHb M30 PTa M KUBbEM CKUTAN TeX, KTO ObLIT Hermoaa-
JIEKY OT HErO.

CreHu npumai K 3emiie, Korjaa cTpys IJIaMeHH, TPOOUB OTHEHHYIO CTEHY, METHYJIACh K HEMY.
OH HakpbUl pyKamu TOJIOBY M BXKaJjiCs BCEM TEJIOM B I'psi3b, 3aJepkaB JbpIxaHue. Bo3ayx Harpesncs
1 00HTas Koxy, Ho CTeH MpogoIKa JieKaTh, CTapasiCh He PUBJIEKATh K ceOe BHUMAHUS Pa3bsipEH-
Horo Mara. Korjaa ke oH yxke IpoCTO He MOT' HE B/IOXHYTb, TO, HAKOHELl, OTOpBaJl T'OJIOBY OT 3e€MJIU
Y MocMOTpel Brepén. Mara yxke He ObUIO U IBepbh B ero OaIHio Obuia 3arepra. OrHeHHas CTeHa yra-
cajla, HO MEpPBbIi B3J0X JOHEC O HETO 3arax ropeyoro Msca v, Kak OH MOI' 3aMETUTb, Iiepe]] HUM
BaJISJIUCH BCE ellE ropsuye tesa. CTeHIM BCKOYWIT U TTOHSUL, YTO Y [1033/11 HETro JIEKaT U CTOHYT €I11E
KuBble oOropesiye Joau. KTo-Tto ObLT pu cMepTH, HO MHOTHUX eIl MOKHO Obuto cniactu. Criepsa
cOesxaBIIHe JIIO/IM, YBU/IEB OECUMHCTBA Mara, BO3BPAIAIUCh, o0erast K MOCTPAJaBIIMM U TIHITASICh
UM XOTh 4eM-HuOyab moModb. CTHeM Toke Opocuiics K OmmkaiieMy K Hemy uelioBeKy. Kak oH
CMOT MOHSTh, IIEPEJ] HAM JIeKajla KEHIIMHA, a BEpPHEe CKa3aTh TO, YTO OCTAIOCHh OT He€. Bee e€ ymio
CTOpEJIO U OHA, IJI0Tas BO3/AYX, JAaXe He MoryIa 3acToHaTh. OH B35J1 €€ 3a pyKY, HO OHa BBICKOJIb3HYIA,
OCTaBJIsISl B €TI0 JIQJIOHU KYCKU KOXH. JKeHIHa elié pa3 BAOoXHya 1 3amepia. K 1pyrium o00xkEH-
HBIM TOXe TOA0eKaIo JOCTATOYHO HAapoJa, YTOOBI OKa3aTh XOTh KaKyl0-HUKAKYIO MOMOIb. CTEeHH
yBUJIEN, KaK B TOJIIE MOSBUIICS JieKapb. OH Oeraj OT OHOTO MOCTPAIABILIETO K JIPyroMy, OCTaBIsis
TeX, KOro yxe Obut0 He cractu. CTeH 3aIyCcTHI pyKH B BOJIOCHI M CXBATHIICS 3 TOJIOBY: «YTO Xe
310 Takoe? [Touemy Mar Tak moctynui. [louemy okazasics riyx K npocbOam Hapoaa?» STH BOPOCHI
He TIpo3BYyYasn BCyX, U 'y CTeHa Ha HUX He Obuto oTBeTa. OH mogdexan K JieKapio, CTapasich ObITh
XOTh YEM-TO TIOJIe3HBIM B 3Ty MUHYTY. HO T0OpOBOJIBIIEB OBUIO CTOJIBKO, UTO JIMIIIHUE PYKU OBUIA
AENCTBUTENIHHO JIMIITHAMHU, Y TOTJa OH TOIIEN TOCMOTPETh Ha MSICHUKA M Ha TeX JIIOfIEH, YTO OKa3a-
JIUCh B CMEPTEJILHOM JIOBYIIIKE.

[pexcraBmas nepea HUM KapTHHA ObUIA yXKacHA: JiexkKallye Ha YEPHOM 3eMJle Tesla BO MHOTHX
MecTax MPOropelTu 10 KOCTEeH, MX Ofiek/1a Cropesia MOTHOCTBIO, a MEeTaJUTUeCKHe OJISIIKY 1 3aETKH
OIUIABWJIMICh U BBEJHCh B TUIOTh. Y3HATh, KTO M3 HHUX KTO ObUIO HEBO3MOXHO. CTHENIM OIO3HAI
JMIIb MsCHUKA. TOT Jiekal Ha CIMHE, Ha €ro rojioBe C PasMHYThIM PTOM Cropejia MpaKTHYeCKU
BCSI TUIOTh, & KOJBUYKHBIN (DapTyK 00ropes, MecTaMu CIUIaBUBIINMCH U MPEBPATUBILIICH B HEPOBHBIH
Kycok MeTayiia. OT Hero Bc€ enié oraaBaiio xapom 1 CTeHIU pel1 oTouTy nogassine. Ha Beskuit
cllyJan.

BepnyBumch B TpakTHp OH cpa3y nogomweén K [lomy.

— Yto y TeOs ecTh Mmokperrde? — CpoCHJI OH.

— 3, ectb Koe-uT0. BoT, — oH 1nipoTsiHya CTeHy KyBIIMH. — DTO FOHUT OJUH MOU 3HAKOMBIH,
OCTOpOKHE !

CTeHu He CIyIal ero, a MpoCTO BHIHYJI MPOOKY M BBIMKJ NMPSAMO U3 ropia. [1oiino o6oxrio
[JIOTKY ¥ OH 3aKalllIsUICs, BHIIUIEBBIBAS MYTHYIO XKMKY Ha CTOIL.

— Crernmmu? C toOoii Bc€ HOpMaulbHO, a? TyT Takoe /1eso ObUIo. . .

— 4l Tam 6bL1, — epeOut ero CreH. — § Buzesn Bc€ cBonMu ri1a3amu. OHU CTOSITH MPSIMO TIepezio
MHOU. Bce 3T1 monu, — oH CHOBa OTXJIEOHYJ afcKoro moina. — OHU cropenu KuBbEM. A Te, KTO
He cropeiny, Te... Te ceituac myyvatorcsi. C HUX KOXa JIOCKyTaMH cXoauT. OHM Kpuyar U CTOHYT, — OH
CHOBa MPWJIOKUJICS K KyBIIMHY. — [Tos, 3TOT Mar crosut u cxurai ux. OH CMOTpeI Ha HUX, CMOTpEl
Ha UX MYYEHHS, U ero IJIaMsi CTAHOBHUJIOCH BC€ kapye! [1om, Be nmpuioTuim y cebst MOHCTpa!

— Yxac, — BbIOXHYJI TpakTUpILUK. — Kak e Tak? 1 yto Ham Teneps nenarsb?
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— He 3nato, — Crennu caenan OONBIION TJIOTOK UM CHOBA moriepxHy/cs. [lon mpotsHyn emy
Kycouek xJieba, HO OH OTOIBUHYJI OT ceOs1 pyKy € 3aKycKor. — MoxeT, k Xo3seBaM moitu. OHKU-TO
yIpaBy HalayT.

[Ton menieHHO MOKavas rojioBOM.

— Ilist X03s1eB 9TO caMblid [IEHHBIN YeJIOBEK BO BCEM ropojie. Thl, HABEPHOE, HE 3Haelllb, HO Kak
MOSIBUJICS 3[1ECh ITOT Mar, — [Toim oc€kcs, Koraa K HUM MOJOIIEN ouepeHOM KreHT. OH MOIOKUII
HECKOJIBKO MOHET Ha ctoi ¥ ymeén, a [lon npogomxwi, — Tak y Hac moxapbl B TOpoJe HAYaJIUCh.
Caymiok XouT, 4YTO HECITPOCTa 3TO.

— Koneuno HecnipocTa, — moarBepau ero jgoragku CreH. — Eciv emy 1 MaccoBasi Ka3Hb HEBUH-
HBIX COMJIET C PYK, TO SICEH TeHb, HecrpocTa!

— Tume, — 3ammrnen Ha Hero [Ton. — Ecnu Tebs yempImaT, To KTO 3HAET, K YeMy 3TO TPUBEJET.

Crensm OTOpBaJICS OT FOPJIbIIIKA!

— A grto Oyner? Yto oHM crenaoT ¢ mogaHabpiM Ero CeeteiiiectBa? $1 oJioH, TOJHOH, MOJI-
HO-1I€H-HbII, — BHITOBOPWJI OH MO c¢jioram 3To cyioBo, — jeruoHep! Conpar! [IpencraBurens cuitbl
umIepun !

— Ycnokoiics, Cren!

— 4 cnokoen. IIpocro, 3Ta BCs cu-cUTyalus, — CJIOBA JIABAIACh €My BCE CIOXKHEE, — HE UIIET
HU B KaKue pamku!

— Cren, unu criath. Tsl HEMHOTO Iepedpat, — MIOCOBETOBAJ €My JIPYT.

— 4? la 51 em€ cronbko BbIUTH cMory! BoT, cMoTpu! — M OH ONPOKMHYJI KYBILMH, 3aJ1Basi
ceOe B ropJIo TeJIbIiA TOTOK KPEIKOro HAIMTKA.

[Non pépuyncs k Hemy, HO He ycries. CTeH MoiMalt sI3pIKOM TOCTIEAHIO KaIulio U pa3Ou -
HSIHBIM KYBIIMH O I10J1 3aBEJECHUS.

— Bort, Buauiib, 1 HU4ero!

— O, 6oru, — BeigoxHYyI [om. — Thl € ocyrmm. ..

— Jlexxo! V Test mu BO 3¢Th? — SI3BIK HAYaJl XKUTh CBOEH KMU3HBIO, HO BO3HUKINAs TpodieMa
He ObUIa HACTOJIBKO CHJIbHA, UTOOHI TTpeKpamiath Oecemy. — [1on, Tel MHE qypyx?

— Ha, npyr, — ycniokom ero [lon. — U kak Apyr s coBeTylo Tebe UATH CIaTh.

— 4 maityny, Ho motom-M. [laif muBa, MeHe, — Yepe3 UKOTY BHIMOJIBUJI OH.

— Teb6e xBatuT. 3aBTpa He MpocHEmbes. [laBaii, cTymai yxe.

— 4 TH, TeOs He y3, 3-3HaI0. Thl MeHs He yBkamib? — CTEHIM MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK KaKas-TO
CHJIa HEMTPeOoJoMMO TSAHET ero Hazal. OH Buenwics B croi [lona odenmu pykamu u ene yaepxkaics
OT TIaJICHUS.

— JaBaii st moMory Tebe JOUTH 10 KOWKH! — yxke He TTPocuJI, a ymodsii ero [o.

— 4 cam! — CteHnm coOpaJics ¢ cuIaMu, KPerko IMOCTaBIJT HOTH Ha JIOIIATHIN TTOJT ¥ TTOIHSIICS
CO CKaMbH.

CTeH MpOCHYJICS U HOBBIM JISHb He MpeBela Oepl, MoKa OH He TIOBEPHYJI ToIoBY. TaHyIas
00JIb HAKATWJIa HA HETO U MY 3aXO0TeJIOCh CHOBA OYyTUTHCSI BO CHE. UTO eMy CHUJIOCh, OH He TIOMHWUIL,
HO Ja’Ke CaMblii )KYTKUN KOIIMAp Ka3ajcs eMy CIIaCHTENIbHBIM IIJIOTOM B 3TOM MOpE MyJIbCHPYIOIIe
6ommu. Ho con He mpuxomuut u CTeH peli OTKPBITh I71a3a. OH Jiexkalt Ha KpoBaTH B OUeHb 3HAKOMOW
komHarte. [ ie Haxomuiack 3Ta KOMHATa, OH He oHUMaJl. [ToBOpOT ToJIOBBI MPUHEC €My HOBYIO BOJIHY
601y, HO, OyIyYr HACTOSIIMM MYXKYUHOM, OH CTepriesl, He U3JaB HY 3ByKa. ONEpImch Ha PyKU, OH
ceJl ¥ TIOCMOTpeJT Ha IO, T/Ie pacTeKJach 1iefias JTy’Ka 4ero-To He O4eHb MpUsTHOrO Ha Bua. U Tyt
10 HEro JIOLIEN KUCIIBIM 3arax, 3alojIOHUBIINI €ro KOMHATy. « Mol BUepalliHui yKUH», — 10TaJaJics
Cren. 3amax ¢ KakJbpIM B3[JOXOM CTAHOBWJICS BCE OoJsiee HEBHIHOCUMBIM, U CTEHJIM TIOHSLT, UTO €ro
JOOBET eCTU He ToJIoBHAs 00JTb, TO 3Ta KyTKast BOHb. [IpeBo3Moras cmadocTh, OH CIOM3 C KPOBATH H,
OIMUPasiCh O CTEHKY, TOKOBBUISUI 10 OKHA. PackpbIB cTaBHM, CTEH MOTHOM TPYIbIO BIOXHYJ OTHOCH-
TEJILHO CBEXWI TOPOJICKON BO3yX. [10CTOSIB TaK HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, OH PEIIIHJI, YTO ropa Obl MOKa-
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3aTbcs Ha Jofsix. [lonpaBuB cBowo ofexay, CTEHIM BBIIIENT U3 KOMHATHI M TIOOPEN B OOJBIION 3.
[Ton BCTpeTH1 €ro XMypbIM B3[JISIIOM.

— IIpuser, Ilon, — kopoTko No310pOBascs ¢ Apyrom CTEHJIM U Cell 3a CTOI.

— Ilpuger, — [Tos ObUT HE OUEHB-TO JAPYKETIOOCH.

— Kak orpa6oran Buepa? bes npouciiectuii? — CTEHIM NOHSUT, YTO STU BOPOCHI IIPO3BY YN
COBCEM He K MecTYy.

— Jla Kak-To He OYeHb, — POV CKBO3b 3yObl TPAKTUPIIIHK.

— Chymmait, 94T0o-TO y MEHS TOJIOBa pacKasibiBaeTcs. Y Tedst HeT JiekapcTBa?

— Ectb, — OH J10CcTa1 U3-10J1 CTOMKY KYBIIIMH, HAMOJTHEHHbIM KAaKOW-TO KUJIKOCTBIO.

CTeHs CXBaTWJI MMOCYAWHY W, HE CIIPAIINBAs, YTO BHYTPU, MPUHSIICA XJ1e0aTh COJOHOBATYIO
)uakocts. EMy cpasy moseryaso, o KpaitHel Mepe, OH YTOJIJI JKak ]y, My4aBIIyIO €ro ¢ MOMEHTa
npoOy:xaeHusi. [JoriB 1O KOHIIa, OH OCTOPOKHO IMOCTaBWII KYBIIMH Ha CTON 1 oOpatuiics K [lomy:

— 41 BOOOIIIe HE MOMHIO, YTO BUepa ObLIO, HO CYAs TI0 TBOEMY BUJLY, sl UTO-TO HATBOPHUJIL.

— Ha, HatBopuJ1. [TocMOTpH BOKpYT.

CreHnm ocMOTpesicsi, HO HUYero MOJ03pUTEIbHOTO TaK U HE 3aMETHIL.

— Ila, Bpone, HU4ero.

— Bot umenHo, uyro auuero! [Tocmorpu, Cten! He xBataeT mojioBUHbI CTOJIOB!

Crennu em€ pa3 0OepHYJICS U TOHSUI, YTO B 3aJIe CTAJIO KaK-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO IIPOCTOPHO.

— Hy, Tenepp TyT TaHIIBl yCTpauBaTh MOXHO, — peml cMsArduTh cutyanuio Crten, Ho [lom,
MOXOKe, HE OLIEHUJT ero IIyTKY.

— Kakue Ttanupi, Cten! — B3opBajicss oH. — Uto MHe Teneph nenarb? I'ie MHE B3ATh JIeHEer
Ha HOBYIO MeOestb, a? MoXeT, Thl MHe JIalllb?

Crennm He 0XMJIAT TAKOM peakilMu OT BCerja BecEIoro u CrokomHoro apyra. Ha Mmruosenue
OH TOTEPsUT AaJl peUH, a MOTOM I10JIe3 B KapMaH U JTOCTAJ 30JI0TOM.

— Otkyna y Te6s1 3010T0? — ycTaBuiics Ha MoHety [lot.

— Jla Tak, HaIEnN, — He MpUIyMaB HUYero ymHee, orBeTu eMy CteH. — Eciiu He XBarurt, 4 emme
Haiy.

— Ha, xBatut, — cmytwicd [lon. — [Jaxe MHOroO.

— Torpa pacckaxwu, 4To TYT OBLIO, & TO YTO-TO 51 HHYETO He TIOMHIO, — [I0UE€CaB 3aThUIOK, BBIMOJI-
BUJI OH.

— Jlagno. Korna Tel pUIEN, ¥ pacckas3al O Mare. ..

— Mar! — Bapyr BcrioMHu1 CTeH BUepalllHui IeHb, M eMy IOILIoXeNo. — Yto ¢ marom?

— Cugur y cebds B 6amHe. Tak BOT, KOT/a ThI BBHIITUJI BCE TO aJICKOE MOWJIO U pa30UI KyBIIVH,
TO MOIIEN Pa30UPATHCS C MaroMm.

— U 61 MeHs1 He octaHoBUIT? — ynuBwiICcsS CTEHIH.

— He ycnien. Tor emy Bpe3an. TouHee Bpe3asl ToMy, KOro MpUHSUI 32 Mara. A 3areM Bpe3aj
BTOPOMY Mary, MoToM TpeTbeMy U 4eTBEpToMy. [loToM Maru u3dmim Teds1, a TOTOM | JIpyT Apyra,
pa3Hecs TOJIOBUHY MOETO 3aBelleHus1. Sl enie ycriea BHITAIUTh TeOsl M3 9TOW 3aBapyIIKM U CIPSATAThH
B TBOEH KOMHATe, MOKa OHU TYT BECEJIIIHCh.

Crennu 1ocTali U3 KapMaHa enié napy cepeOpsikoB, M TIOJIOKHUIT Ha CTOI.

— A 3710 e 3auem? — cripocu [lo.

— 10 32 KOMHaTy. Tam yOpaTbcst HaJIO ObI.

Mo crp€d aeHbru v MpOJOIIKIUI

— B o6miem, Beceno Buepa Obiio. BriepBbie 3a BCE BpeMsl, UTO s BJIQJCI0 3TUM TPAKTHPOM,
y MeHs1 ObLT ITOJTHBINA 3aJ1 OPYIIUX, MbSHBIX U OBIOIIUX IPYT JIPYTy MOPIB MYKUKOB!

— Cniacu60 MHe 3a 3TO npecTaBieHue, — yabloHyacss CTeH .

— Ma yx, cacu6o.

— Ion, MHe mopa UATH Aaiblle, TH He cepyai, eClIM UTo.

— Jla Bc€ HOpMasbHO! ¢ He B 00ujie Ha TeOs. Yike. A Thl, €CITU XO4Uelllb, TIOKUBU Y MEHSI ellie.
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— [la HeT, MHe ¥ BrpaBay nopa. f U Tak BUepa XOTeJ YXOIUTh, TaK YTO, 3aJAePKaJICs, MOKHO
cKazarhb, ciiy4yaiHo. Jla v ieHer 3a Kaxplii Beuep, MPOBENEHHBIN y TeOsi, y MEHsI He XBaTHT.

— Hy, 16l ecniit Oygeriib MUMO MTPOXOANTH 3HaM, 51 Bceraa tede pan. Yuru!

— Coymrait, ITos, a 9TO 3TO 32 MOWJIO Tl MHE MOJACYHYJ Buepa, a? — 3aaan CTeH Mydaiolui
€ro BOIpPOC.

— Jla st v cam He 3Ha0. Tak, HAJIMBAIO MHOT/IA, KOT/Ia IIPOCAT Yero-HuOyab nokperrde as1. Ho taxk,
Kak ThI BUepa, ero He NI eIié HUKTO.

— A Ha3BaHUe y Hero ectb?

— Jla kakoe TaM Ha3BaHue. bepy y MECTHOro BUHOJENA.

— Kanb, — B3noxnaysn CteH.

— A 4ro, moHpaBuiIochk? — ynabiOHycs [To.

— Hao6oport, uro0s! GoJbllle HUKOTa ero B POT He Oparh, — yXxMbUIbHYIICA CteH. — JlagHo,
MOMTy 51 COOMPATHCSI.

OH BepHyJICS B KOMHATY M CTaJl cCOOMparh packuaaHHele Besze Benm. Criycts nomyaca CTeH m
BBIIIIEJT 13 KOMHATHI, Tiorpoiiaics ¢ [Tosom u otripaBusics K LeHTpy ropoa. Joias 10 nepekpecTka,
OH CBEpHYJI Ha 3ara/1 1 3a1iaraj o Jopore, 00Xo/is BO3HUKAIOIMIMX Y HEToO Ha MyTH remexonoB. CTeH
TIOJIXOIMJT K OKpanHaM ropofa, a OarrHu Xo3sieB CTAHOBMIJIMCH BCE OOJIBIIE U YTPOKAIOIIE HABUCAIIH
HaJ HUM, Kak Obl HAMeKasi, 4YTO eMy Terepb He MeCTO B 3ToM ropoze. OH OTBepHYJICS OT MeJIEHHO
TUTBIBYIIIMX MAMO HETO CTPOEHHI 1 HAITPaBUJI CBOM B3IJISIL MPSIMO TIO JIOpOre, OTBJIEKast ceOst OT MbIC-
JIeil 0 BUEpalllHeM MpoucIecTBUM. Boiiiis u3 ropona, CTeHM MOYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak Iiejasi ropa cBa-
JIUJIach C €ro IUieY, JaBUBLIas Ha HETO C CaMOoro yTpa.

OH 111e71 B OMMHOYECTBE 70 CaMOTo Beuepa, HaOmmoas, Kak ero pas 3a pa3oM OOTOHSIOT TOPro-
Bble KapaBaHbl. BcTpeuHble KapaBaHbl TOXE MONAIAINCh, TPYKEHBIE pa3IMYHBIMKA TOBAPaMH U CIie-
IIaIme mockopee cObITh CBOE 100po. beckoHeuHble cTenu pacTsSHY/IMCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI, & PeKUE
pa3BaivHbl BAOJb [1yTH uib u3peaka BeIpacTaiv U3 pOBHOW IMiaau nonei. JIErkuii 3anagHblii BeTep
Tpenaj ero rycryio 6opojy, a COITHEYHbIE JIy4r BpeMsi OT BpeMEHHU MPOOUBAUCH CKBO3b MOKPHIB-
e He6o oonaka. CTEHIM BIOXHYJI ITOTHOM rpyablo OoapsAIMiA Bo3ayX u npudasui mary. [lo Jlap-
roca OCTaBaJIOCh BEPCT IBECTH, He OOJbIIE, U STOT MyTh OH HAMepeBaJICs MPOJeaTh B ONMKANIITYIO
Henemo. Ho Hukak He Oosnbiiie AByX. Peakue meriexoasl U B 00€ CTOPOHBI, HO BCE OHH, CKOpee
BCEro, ObUTH JKUTEJISIMU OKPECTHBIX JiepeBeHb, Kak mpearnonaray CteH. Ero He n€rkas Konpuyra ouTH
HE Melllaia emMy, Be[b [UTMTeIbHbIE Mepexo/bl B MOJIHOM CHAPSIKEHUH 32 JJOJITHE TOABI CITYKOBI clie-
JIaJIA €r0 BBIHOC/IMBEE, YeM OOJIBIIIMHCTBO MYKUMH UMIieprd. [109TOMy OH JIBIIIAT MOJTHOW IPYIbIO
1 0c000 He OeCTOKOUIICS HACUET JIeXKAILEero Mepe HUM PacCTOSHUSI.

bmke k Beuepy CteHnm 3agymaics o Houwlere. EMy coBepiieHHO HE XOTeIOCh OCTaBaThCS
B YHCTOM TI0JIe, 2 HUKAKOU JEPEBHU, WX YKPBITHUS, TOOIU30CTH He ObL10. KapaBaHIIMKOB TOXe Kak
BeTpoM ca1y1o, ¥ CTEHJIM peli MOCTeUThb, HaJIesICh 10 My TH 3aCTaTh KaKyl-HUOY/Ib MOJIEBYIO CTO-
ssHKy. Ho, nuiis oH mpubaBui X0y, Kak BIEpPEeAU 3aMasyiiId BCATHUKH, OBICTPO CKauyIlIue emy
HaBcTpeuy. [Tpubmmsusimck, CTeHIM CMOT pa3ryIsAeTh Joel, 00au€HHbIX B Jocriexu Mmmnepckoro
nervoHa. JIecITOK BEPXOBBIX MOJCKAKAIMA K HEMY U OKPYXKWJIH, MPUAUPUYMBO ocMarpuBast CTeHa
C TOJIOBBI JIO HOT.

— 3papaBCTBYIiTE, BCAIHUKHU, — NONPUBETCTBOBAT UX CTEH.

— Hy, 3apaBcTBYii, 30paBCTBYH, — HE OUYEHb-TO TOCTEIIPUMMHO OTBETHJI OJVH U3 HUX.

— Yem 00s13aH TaKOMY BHUMaHUI0? — npsiMo cripocuit CTeH, BUS, YTO BCATHUKH TaK MPOCTO
ero He OTITyCTIT.

— ThI 3Haelb, KTO Mbl, TyTHUK? — OTO3BAJICS BCE TOT ke JIETHOHEP.

— Ho3opHbie, — orBeTUT CTeEH.

— Jla, mo30pHbIEe, — MOATBEPAWIT BCAAHUK. — A 51 AecaTHUK PoH Amm. A pa3 Tl OCBEIOMJIEH
KTO MBI, TO JIOJKEH 3HaTh, YeM Mbl 3aHUMAEMCHl.
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— Kak xe ne 3HaTh? 3Haemo. Crieiute 3a OPSIIKOM MEXIY TOpPOIaMH, J1a 0OupaeTe OIUHOKUX
MyTHUKOB, — MoXkaJ rmjeyamu CTeHiu.

— Jla xak 11 cMeernib! — Pon HanpaBuit Ha CTeHa KOIbE, HO TOT U YyCOM He TIOBE.

— Iocnymaii, AecATHUK, MHE cefiuac HEeKoraa TYT ¢ TOOOH MpHUnupaThes. S crienry mo cBoum
Jenam, ¥ €CJIM Thl MEH$I MMPOMYCTHIIb, B IMIepcKux nanarax s 3aMOJIBIIIO 32 TeOsI CIOBEYKO, — Ipe-
noxun emy CreHiu.

— B nasiatel, roBOpuIIb, TOPONMIIBCSA. .. A Kakoe Jesio y TeOsl B IajiaTax? — MOMHTEPeCOBAJICS
PoH. — Konu Thl areHT, a Mbl MelllaeM HCIIOJTHEHUIO TBOETO JO0Jra, TO Mbl TOTOBBI TMOJABE3TU TeOS:
BEPCT AECsATh, & TO M BCE ABAIATh, 1, MAPHKU? — OOPATUJICSA OH K CBOMM NMOTYUHEHHBIM.

Te B 0IMH roioc NoAAep:Kaau ero Uaeko.

— Jla HeT, He areHT 5. X04y Ha CIIy’k0e BOCCTAHOBHUThCSI, — Mpu3HaJicsi uM CTeHnu.

— Ha cityx6e? Tak TbI 4TO, JIerHOHEp? — YOAMBUJICS BCAJHUK. — A BBIIJISHIIb, KaK pa30OHUK.

— IMonpoGoBat Obl Tl MOOPOAUTH TIO OOJIOTAM MECSIIOK, CMACasCh OT OPJl BOCCTABIIINX, B3IJISI-
HyJ1 OBl 51 HA TeOs1, — orpbI3HyJIcsa CTeHIH.

— Iocroit, a moyemy TbI 1o H600Tam Opoaui? Thl U3 Kakoro jeruoHa?

— U3 werBéproro, — npusHaiicst CTeH u 3aMeTu1, Kak POH KMBHYJT KOMY-TO, CTOSIIIIEMY y HETO
3a CLIMHOM.

OH orysiHyJICA ¥ 3aMETHJT KpaeM I71a3a IPEeBKO KOIIbsl, JIETAIIETo MpsiMo eMy B rosoBy. [loiimas
ynap, Ctennu notepsin cozHanue. OH OUHYJICS TOCepey HOYM, HO HE CMOT TOIIEBEUThCS: PYKH
¥ HOTY OBUTH KPETKO CBSI3aHbl. BCIONIOXM OTHSI CIENMIIN €r0 U OH MOMBITAJICS] OTBEPHYTHCS OT CBETA.

— CMoTpu-Ka, 3al1eBeiIcs, — CKazall Yer-To ToJioc.

— Ara, — BTOpUJI eMy JIpyToi.

— i1, pedsita, uTo Takoe? — cnpocuit ux CteH. — Uto s HaTBOpHII?

— Kak ut0? A TbI He 3HaelIb? — OTBETHJI BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIPOC OJVH U3 I030PHBIX.

— IMocnymaiite, s1 He MOHUMAIO, uTo Tipoucxoaut? [louemy Bbl HAa MeHs Hamaau?

— Thb1 — ne3epTup, — MOMYUYMI OH OTBET Ha CBOW BOIPOC.

— Kak nezeptup? 4 xe cpakascs ao nociensero! § Bujen, Kak jarepb 3aroJOHIIA MEPTBEIbI
Y HE OTCTYINIWJI, ITOKa cUTyarms He ctasia 6e3HanéxHou! S — Crennm Tpemrun, necatHuk Mmmnepckoro
nernoHa! I cam 1IEN B MasaTel JOJI0KUTh O CBOEM CIIACEHUU U O ciayuuBLueMcs y Tamuu!

— Ycrokoiics, fecATHUK. MBI Bce 3HaeM, UTO CIydusIioch y Taauu U 3HaeM, 4To OTTYJa HUKTO
HE Craccsi, — 3aBEPUJI €ro I030PHBIN.

— Pa3 HUKTO He craccs, OTKy/a ke Bbl BCE 3HaeTe? — cripocu ero CTeHu.

— I'erepan Kaii co cBouMu TetoXpaHUTEISIMUA ObUTH €IMHCTBEHHBIMH, KTO BBIOPAJICS U3 ITOU
ceun. OHU TIpOpBaJIKCh ¢ OOEM, MOCTIeIHUMHU TIOKMHYB Jiarepb. Bc€ BOWCKO TONEINIO B TOW OWTBE
Y TOJIBKO BCATHUKAM YIaJIoCh criacTuch. U emé neseprupam, cOekaBImM B caMoOM Hadase 60s1. Tak
YTO, THI JTUOO TEJIOXPAHUTEINb TeHepasia, MO0 ne3epTup. Ha phiapst Tl HE MOXOX, Tak 4YTo. ..

ITHX CJIOB 1030pHOTO XBaTHIIO CTeHY YTOOBI MOHATH, YTO JJIs1 HEro BCE 3aKOHYMIIOCH. Terneph
ero caaayT u ocyasat. KakoBo OyaeT perieHue cyeid, OH 3Hajl: OTCEYEeHHe TOJIOBbI Ha I71a3aX y BCETO
nervoHa. Ho criepBa emy oTpyOsIT HOTM B Ha3WAaHWE OPYTUM JIETHOHEpaM, YTOObl OHU TIOHUMAJIH,
Kakoe mpecTyruieHre coBepii oH. CTeH ckajcs B KOMOK U TOCTapajicsl YKPBIThCS BO ThbMe, TakK
IIe/IPO JAPOBAHHOW HOYBIO 3TOMY MUPY. «BOT Tebe 1 eHa, U JeTH, 1 IOM», — ITOyMaJl OH, OCO3HaB,
YTO XU3Hb €r0 MPUOIMKAETCS K KOHITY.
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6. Y3HUK

Crenymm orkauuisuicss. OH Beeraa OTIMYaICs 3aBUHBIM 3710pOBbEM, HO, IIPOBOAS BCE BPEMs
B CBIPOH Kamepe, OHO 3aMETHO NOIIATHY/I0Ch. OH CHOBa MPOCYHYJI PyKH B Y3KYIO LIEJIb 110]] CAMbIM
TMIOTOJIKOM, 3aMEHSIIOIIYI0 OKHO — €IMHCTBEHHOE HAIIOMUHaHKe eMy o cBoboze. Ho ceodozia ocranach
I7Ie-TO TaM, 32 KPEMKMMH TIOPEMHBIMU CTEHAMHU, 32 TSKETBIMU TyOOBBIMU TBEPHMU, 33 CKPUITYUUMHU
’eJe3HpIMU 3acoBamMu. OH CTOSUT M CllylIall, Kak [0 KOPUIOpPY BHOBb Pa3/aloTCs LIaru, CTAaHOBSCh
BCE€ rpomue 1 rpomue. «OnsTh UIYT 32 KEM-TO», — MIOyMaJl OH.

[Tpouwno yxe okono nomnyroaa, kak Cren nonani B Jlaproc. imnepckue 1030pHbIe JOCTaBUIN
ero ropaszio ObiCTpee, YeM OH MpEeAIoNarajl cCaMOCTOSTENbHO A00paThest A0 ropona. OHU ke ero
U c/1ad B pyKu npaBocyaust. OtoOpaB Be€, 4to y Hero Obu10, CTeHa OpoCHIM B Kamepy, BbIIaB BMe-
CTO OIIEK bl Kakue-To TpANKU. CIycTsl Hesleso, Ui OKOJIO TOro, Hayascs cya. OH IOMHWII 3TOT JIEHb,
Kak OyaTo BCE MPOU3OIILIO BUEPA.

— O6Bunsiembiit Ctenm TpemrIul, BCTaHbTe, — CKa3all eMy Cy/ibsi, OOJaYEHHBIN BO BCE Oeroe.

Ctenu MOIHSIICS € KOJIEH M TOJIOMIEN K PEHIETKe KJIeTH, B KOTOPYIO €ro 3arepiiu, JIUIIb CTO-
WJIO €My TIONAaCTh B CyIeOHbIN 3a1. OH MOMHIJI, KaK CY/Ibsi BCTPETUJI €ro aOCOMOTHO PaBHOLYIIIHBIM
B3IVISIZIOM M KaK OTBEPHYJICS, MPOJIOJIKAast OOIIeHNe ¢ APYruMH JoapMu, ooctynusimmmu Ero Cripa-
BeITIMBOCTh. CTEHJIM CMOTpEJT Ha MOC/IaHIa O0roB, BEPIIMBIIETO CYAbObI THICSY JIIOCH, OTHUM JIUIIH
CJIOBOM CBOMM JJApPOBABILIMM KU3Hb UJIM CMEPTh, WM KU3Hb Xyke cMepTu. Koraa ke ero BmuxHynmm
B KJIETh, TO JUIsl CYAbM OH TepecTa ObITh YeaoBeKoM. OH CTall JIMIIb MPEeAMETOM, KOTOPBIA MOKHO
ObLIIO OCTABUTH WJIM BHIKMHYTh, BCE 3aBUCEJIO JIMIIb OT HACTPOSHHUSI XO3SUHA.

— Bac 0OBMHSIIOT B 1e3epTHPCTBE, YTO BBl MOXKETE CKa3aTh B CBOE OIpaBAaHKe? — CIPOCUII €T0
CYIbsl.

— Bama CnipaBeyiuBOCTS, TO, B 4€M MeHsI OOBHHSIIOT, 3TO He mpasja. 51 cam men B imnepckue
najaTel OOBSBUTh O CBOEM CIACEHUM U MPOJOKUTH CBOIO CITykO0y Ha Onaro umrepun. Ho mo mytu
MeH$ BCTPETUJIM JJO30PHBIE, OHU CBSI3AJIM MEHS U JIOCTABUJIM B TOPOJ KaK IUVIEHHUKA.

— Xopotuo. Pacckaxure, Kak Tak MPOU30IILIO, YTO Bbl IIOKUHYJIU JIETUOH ?

— B ot nenpb Mol crosuiu o ropooM Tamnusi. MEpTBble BHE3AITHO BBIIUIY U3 Jieca 1eJIor OpAor
Y JIBUHYJIMCh Ha Hall jarepb. YeTBEPTHIN JIETMOH ObUT C(pOPMUPOBAH MPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO U3 HOBO-
OpaHIIeB U MHOTHE COJIIAThI UCITYTAIMCh, YBUJIEB HECMETHBIE TIOJTYMIIA TPUOBIBAIOIIETO TPOTUBHUKA.
MBbI iprHsIH Ha ce0s yap, HO CTPOH B IIEHTPe MPOTHYJICS U MEPTBELIbl IPOPBAJIICH B J1arepb. Ha ToT
MOMEHT, KOTJla Mbl TIOHSUIM, YTO K OCHOBHOMY BOWICKY HaM He MPOOUTHCS, HAC OCTaBAIOCh OKOJIO
cothu. Ham komanaup Ilatpuk Moptrc npuHsin Ha ceOsi KOMaHIOBaHWE U TMPUKa3al OTCTYNaTh
K OITyIIKE Jieca, Ie Mbl ¥ TIPOAODKIIIN OOphOYy ¢ MEPTBBIMU. MBI JepKaiCh CKOJIBKO MOTJIH, HO,
KOTJja MOHSUIM, YTO JITHOH Pa30uT, IBUHYJIUCH BIIIyOb Jieca.

— To ecTb BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO C BaMU ObLIO €IIE HECKOIBKO UYeNIOBEK, BKJII0YAsi COTHUKA
Moprtuca, oTAaBIIEro BaM IpeAaTeabCKUil MPUKa3? — Cybsl BIIEPUJ B HETO TSKEBIN B3I,

— Bama CnpaBenymBocts, — Hadan CTeH, — COTHMK MopTHc Torud, Tak ¥ He JIOCTUTHYB
onymKu. Mbl JepKaauch 1O TOCTEIHEero, ToKa JISTHOH He Mal, a Te, KTO craccs Toraa, noruonm
B Jiecy. OcTtascs TOJBKO 1.

— HanomHwuTe, MoxanyicTa, CKOJIBKO 4eJIOBeK JoOpasioch JIo jeca?

— I[Tatnapuars, — orBetrn CTeH.

— W u3 naTHAALATH TONTBKO BBl OMUH CyMEJH BHIOpaThCs?

— IToxoxe. ..

— To ectb, BBl HE yBEepeHbI?

— Bamma CnipaBeyIuBOCTb, 51 paccTaliCsl C MOCJIETHUMH CIIACIIUMUCS Y OOJIOT, YBOAS 32 COOOM
MEPTBBIX. YTO CTAJI0Ch C HUMU JAJIbIIE, 51 HE 3HAIO.

— To ecTb, BBl HE UCKJIIOYAETE TOTO, YTO OHU BCE €IIE KUBHI?
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— 4 ne 3Hato, Bama CripaBe1JTMBOCTb.

— Xopoto. Pacckaxkute, 4To OOYAUIIO BaC BEPHYTHCS B JISTHOH?

— Moii nonr, Most yectb, — CteHu 3amsiiics. — Bama CripaBeI7TMBOCTD, BBI JIOJIKHO OBITH 3HAETE,
YTO JISTMOHEPHI HETUIOXO 3apabaThiBAIOT, M HA MOEM CUETE TOKE CKOMMIIACH JOCTATOYHAst CyMMa. Tak
BOT, JIEHBI'M TOXE ChIIPAJIA HEMAJIOBA)KHYIO POJIb B MOEM BO3BPALIICHUHU.

— A ecnu Obl y Bac He ObLIO JeHer?

— 51 Bc€ paBHO BepHyics Obl. § ke TOBOPIO: Ha IEPBOM MECTE Y MEHSI CTOSIT JJOJIT ¥ YeCTb.

— WTak, s BbICIyIIA JOCTaTOUHO, ¥ HACTAJIO BPEMSI MIOIBECTU PE3YJIbTAT CETOIHSIIHETO pa3-
oupatenbcTBa. V3 BhIIen3noxeHHoro ooBuHsiemoro, Ctennm Tpewmria, ciefyer, 4To OH He Hapy-
11aJ1 MPUKa3a CBOET0 KOMaH/Mpa, TaK Kak MPUKa3 BBIIIECTOSIIEr0 KOMAHAYIOIIEro JJO HEro He JI0X0-
aui. IloBuHysich Bosie coTHHKa MopTuca, OTAaBIIero MpecTyHbli pUKa3, OH, BMECTE C APYIrUMU
JIETUOHEepaMH, TIOKUHYJI CTPOM, YTO MOIJIO MOCIYKUTh K YXYALICHUIO TIOJIOXKEHUsT 0OOPOHSIBIIETOCS
JIETUOHA, — CY/Ibsl OTXJICOHYJI M3 Yallll, CTOSIIIIEN Ha ero cTosie. — BrocieicTBUM OH cyMen BBIOpaThCs
U3 Jieca, 3alI0JIHEHHOTO BOCCTABLIMMM, OTTY/Ia, OTKY/Ja HE CMOIJIM BBIMTH MTATHAALATH yesioBek. [locne
YEero, MPEUCTIOIHEHHBIN YYBCTBOM JI0JIIA OH PELLI BEPHYThCS B JIETUOH, — CyAbsl IPUCTAJILHO B3IJIS-
Hyn1 Ha CteHa. — Ho, B HarlieM pacnopsikeHUu ecThb IOKa3aHMs e1lE OHOTO CBU/ETEJIS, CIIAaCIIerocs
13 TOW OOUHHU.

Crenymm yauBuics ycibliaHHOMY: «KTo e 310 Mor cnactuch? Heyskenu, KTo-To U3 ero Topa-
puLLIe 7»

— I'enepan Hupuyc Kaii, komanayomuil 4eTBEPTHIM JIETMOHOM, J1aJ1 COBEPILIEHHO ITPOTUBOpPE-
YMBbIE MTOKA3aHUS.

— Yro? I'enepan Kait Bboxkun? U uro xe oH ckazan?

— Crenymn Tpemmu! [Monpory He nepeOuBaTh MeHsI, — Cesal 3aMeYaHue Cy/bsl.

— Ja, Bama CripaBeijIMBOCTb.

— Tak Bor, renepan Kaii cka3zaj, 4To OHM JEpKajlvCh O MOCIEAHEr0 U HUKTO, s TIOBTOPIO,
HUKTO, KTO He ObUT BEPXOM Ha KOHe, He BbUKMII. OH OTAAJ MPUKa3 K OTCTYIUICHUIO, KOT/A YKe CTaJIO
SICHO, 4TO OMTBa MpourpaHa. MepTBelbl OKPYKMJIM OTCTYNAIOIIUX, ¥ TOJBKO BCATHUKAM YIAJIOCh
cractuch. Bce ocTasbHbIe JIerMoHephbl, KOTOPble BBIPBAJIMCh U3 TOrO KarkaHa, Oexanu 10 Havyasa
OUTBBI, TO €CTb JIe3epTUPOBATU. Ero cBUIETEILCTBO MONTBEPAIIN TPUALIATH PhIIIApEN, CBOUMHU IJ1a-
3aMU BUAEBIIMX BCE, YTO MPOUCXOIWIIO Ha 1ojie 001 B TOT JieHb. Y MEHs HEeT PUIMUHBI HE JOBEPSThH
TPEM AECATKaM yBaKaeMbIX JIIOZIEH, JOKA3aBIIMX CBOI0 YECTHOCTh MHOKECTBOM COBEPILEHHBIX MU
TMIO/IBUTOB, HO, UX CBUJIETEJILCTBOBAHUE MPOTUBOPEUUT Baiiemy. [locemy, 1 MpUILEN K BBIBOAY, UTO
BBI [IE3EPTUPOBAJIM JI0 Hauasia InO0 B caMOM Hauasie 60s1. Bbl mpeany cBoii IeTMOH, BO3MOKHO, TIpe-
JaJIi CBOMIX JIIOZIEH, C KOTOPBIMHU OTIIPaBUIIKCH B OGerctBo. Ho Barma jkask/1a Ha)KMBBI CHIrpajia C BaMU
AaypHylo yTKy. [lorHaBimmcee 3a 30J0TOM, OCTaBJIEHHbIM Ha XpaHeHue B VIMIepckux nanarax, Bbl
camu noanucany cede npuropop. Barma yects OblIa MOBEPrHyTa JHKMBOCTBIO, Balll JOJIT 3aMEHHIIO
MIPe/IaTeNbCTBO. S BHIHOIITY BaM MPHUTroBOp: 3a u3MeHy poauHe, Ctenau Tpemrut, ObIBIINI AECATHUK
Mmnepckoro jiernonHa, a HelHe 1e3epTUp, IPUroBApUBAETCS K CMEPTHOM Ka3HU C OTCEYEHUEM KOHEU-
Hocteil. [TpuroBop Oyner ocymiecTBI€H B TeUeHHE HeJeId CO AHS €ro MPOBO3MIIAIICHUS, — CYIbs
TIOJTHSLT CO CTOJIA CBOM JK€3J1 U TPHKIBI yIapil uM o ctoil. — CyneOHoe pa3onparebCTBO 3aKOHUEHO.
3aBoauTe CAEAYOIIEro OOBUHSEMOTO.

Teno Ctena onemeno. «Kak? Kak st BuHoBen? [Touemy? e HUYEro 1aoxoro He caean?» —
MYYHJICSI OH O€CCMBICTIEHHBIMU BorlpocaMu. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro PyKH OTAUPAIOT OT MPYThEB
PELIETKY U KaK ero yTacKMBaloT KyAa-ToO M0 TEMHBIM KopugopaM. Ero nocaguim Ha KojieHu, Hajlenu
Ha PyKM KaHAaJbl M1 HAMEPTBO 3aKkoBaiu. [oTOM CHOBa TaluuM Kyaa-To, 3aTeM 3aKUHYJIU B 3Ty
CHIPYIO Kamepy, OpOCHIIM BHYTPb Xy/I0€ BeIpo U 3anepiu ABepb. CTEHIN BXAJICS B yIOJl, CEB B Kydy
CBIPOH COJIOMBI, CITy’KaIllell MECTHBIM MOI00MEM TEPUHBI U TIOTPY3UJICS B CBOM MBICIIH.

«Yro 5 caenan He Tak? — 3a/1aBajics OH BONpocaMu. — S BCIO KU3Hb cpakasics 3a UMIIEPUIO, 5
BCIO )KU3Hb OTJQJI UIMIIEPUH, a TeTleph UMIIEpHsi OTHUMAET KU3Hb Y MeHs. [1e 51 gormycTu ommoky?
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I'ne s cBepHyn He Tyaa? A MOXeT, Hafio ObUIO CTHUTH B Tex Oonotax? Vi npubuth BeapMy, KOoraa
obu1 manc. Vinm moiity ¢ Hewt Ha Boctok? Vinm nBuHyThes B Bank-Xapny? Wnm paneine, Ha or?
A MOXeT, BEpHYThCSI Ha 3eMJIM HalMX TpenkoB? ['oBopAT, Tyaa Tenepb Kopadmu xoasar. CKOJbKO,
MHTEPECHO, CTOUT MecTo B TpioMe? U oTkyaa B3sATh AeHbru? ToNbKO B JIETMOHE. A JIETMOH CBOMX
He Opocaer. Tonbko youBaer...» Ero moTok MbIcieil mpepBasl TOMOT I1aroB, CTAHOBUBIIMXCST BCE
omke ¢ KaxkapM maroM. «OHU UIyT 3a MHOM, — Aorajgancs CreH. — Tak OvicTpo. [IBoe. Her, Tpoe.
To4HO KOHBOM, ceifuac OTKPOIOT JBEPh M MOBEAYT MeHs Ha ruiaxy. OTpyOsT HOTH, a 3aTeM U TOJIOBY
niepe]; BceM JierMoHOM. [la yxk, He 3HaJl, YTO Tak CKOpPO 3a MHOU sBSITCSl. Bunarte, JiernoHy He Tep-
MIUTCS] HAITUTHCSI KPOBU CBOETO JiernoHepa». Illaru nmopaBHsIMCh ¢ IBEpPbIO, B Y3KOW LIEJH IO Hel
MEJIbKHYJI CBET OT (pakesia M JIIOAY MPOIIUIH Jajiblle, Aaxe He 3aMeITMBIINCH Y ero Kamepsl. [laru
HavyaJIM yaaasaThes, 3aTeM 3aTuxii. CKpuI 3apXaBesioro 3acoBa MPOCKOOIIII TIO YITIaM, 3aTeM yAap
3axJIONHYBIIEWCS IBEpU U CHOBA MpuOmkaonmecs maru. «Ha oOpatHoM myTu, 3HaUMT, 320path
pemu, — CTeH crinoTHys. — Yto x, s roroB!» Ho TIopeMIIMKY BHOBb MPOIUIA MUMO HEro U UX
IIaT¥ 3aTUXJIU Tie-TO Baaiud. CTEHIU BHIIOXHY: «3HAYUT, TTOKUBY elI€ HEMHOT0».

JIHY CMEHSUTMCH THSMM, U TIOAXOIII yXKe CPOK, KOT/Ia ero I0JKHbI ObUTH Ka3HUTh. Ha cepmoit
IeHb CO JHSI BHIHECEHMS MPUTOBOPAa OH BHOBb YCIbIMNAN Maru. «Ha 31oT pa3 TouHO 32 MHOW», —
petmt Cren. I1larm ocTaHOBMIIMCH Y €r0 KaMephl, 3aCKpUIIeNT TSOKENbIA 3aCOB, OTBOPHIIACH JBEPb,
u Crena ocnienui cBeT (pakera.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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