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«51 pomuncsa B Jlonaone, B jome Ne 19, B iepeynke ®paiiHITIeH, O3 YIUIIBI
Tepumuul. Yutaresb, BEpOSITHO, BOBCE HE 3HAKOM C 9TOM MECTHOCTHIO, a €CJIv
OBl OH B3IyMaJl pPa3bICKMBATh €€, TPYAbl €r0 OCTATUCH Obl O€3yCIeITHBIMHU.
HampacHo ctai Obl OH HAaBOAUTH CIIPABKH Y Pa3HBIX JIUII, KOTOPbIE TTO-BUIUMOMY
JOJKHBI OBl XOPOIIIO 3HATH 1 3TY YJIHUILY, M 3TOT TIepeyaoK. MeJouHOI JJaBOUHUK,
KUBIIUH B repeysike « Typelkoi rojoBb» 3a ABAAIATh I11aroB OT MOETO MepeyJika,
B HEJIOyMEHHWH TToKayasl Obl TOJIOBOM B OTBET Ha BOIPOCHI JIIOOO3HATEILHOTO
YUTATEJIs; OH CKaszasl Obl, UTO 3HAET IO COCENICTBY Tepeyaok OPpUHITIOH U YIIUITY
TomMmenb, a TeX CTpaHHBIX HA3BaHUI, O KOTOPbIX éMy TOBOPSIT Teleph, HE CJIbIXal
BO BCIO JXM3Hb; €My U B TOJIOBY He TIPHIILIO Obl, 4To ero ®puHrnoH u Tommens He
Oosnee Kak uckoBepkanHble Ppaiinrnexn u TepHMIILT. . .»
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Hxkenmc I'punByq
MaJieHbKHi 000PBbIII

I'maBal
HexoTophie NOAPOOHOCTH 0 MeCTe
MOEro po:xJAeHHs U 0 MOEM POJACTBE

4 ponuincs B Jlonnone, B nome Ne 19, B nepeynke ®paiinrnen, 6mu3 yauipst Tépammin. Yura-
TeJb, BEPOSITHO, BOBCE HE 3HAKOM C 9TOM MECTHOCTBIO, a €CJIM Obl OH B3yMaJ pa3bICKUBATD €€, TPY/IbI
ero ocranuch Obl Oe3ycnermHbiMU. HanpacHo cran Obl OH HABOAWTH CHIPABKH Y Pa3HBIX JIHII, KOTO-
pble M0-BUIMMOMY JOJIKHBI Obl XOPOILIO 3HATh U 3TY Y/IHUILY, U 9TOT Nepeynok. MeaouyHOH JTaBOYHUK,
KMBIIMI B nepeyike «Typenkon ronoss» 3a JBaALATh IIArOB OT MOETO NEPEY/Ka, B HEJOYMEHUN
MoKavajl Obl TOJIOBOW B OTBET Ha BOIPOCH! JIIOOO3HATENIHFHOTO YMTATENs; OH CKa3aj Obl, YTO 3HAET
10 cocelcTBY nepeyiok PpuHrnoH u ynuiy Tommenb, a TeX CTpaHHBIX Ha3BaHUM, O KOTOPBIX EMY
TOBOPAT Teriepb, He CIIbIXaJl BO BCIO KM3Hb; €My M B TOJIOBY HE MPHUIILIO, Obl, YTO ero PpuHITIOH 1
Tommernb He Gosee Kak MCKOBepKaHHble PpaiiHrneH v TEpHMUILT.

OnHako — 4To OBl HU lyMaJl IJABOYHUK, HO Niepey/iok PpaiiHITIeH CYIIECTBYET, 3TO HECOMHEHHO.
HapyxHblii B €ro u Ternepb TOYHO TAaKOH ke, KaKOW ObLT IBaIaTh JIeT Ha3al, KOraa s TaM XKW,
TOJIBKO KaMEHHasl CTyIIEHbKA IIPU BXOJE B HETO CUJIBHO CTEPJIACH, J1a IOUIEYKA C HA3BaHUEM €TI0 IT0J-
HOBJIEHA; BXOJl B HETO TAKOW )K€ I'PA3HBIN, KaK MPEkKAE, U C TAKUM ke HU3KUM, Y3KMM cBofoM. CBoz
3TOT TaK HU30K, YTO MYCOPILMK C KOP3UHOM JIOJDKEH UyTh HE HA KOJIEHSAX IPOIOI3aTh Yepe3 Hero, U
TaK y30K, YTO JIABOUHBIN CTaBEHb WM JJa’ke KPBIIIKA IPp0oOa MOTYT CIIY’KUTb €My BOPOTAMHU.

B netctBe 51 He 6bLT 0COOEHHO Becest ¥ 6€33a00THO CYACT/IMB: ITIABHOE CBOE BHUMAHUE 51 TIOCTO-
SIHHO o0OpaIna Ha rpoObl M Ha IOXOPOHBL. Yepe3 Halll nepeysioK MPOXOIUT, OCOOSHHO JIETOM, MHO-
’KECTBO IOXOPOH, U NOTOMY HE YAMBUTENBHO, €CIIU 51 YacTO JAyMal O Ipodax: sl MBICIEHHO U3MEPSLT
BCEX HallMX cocesiell M cooOpaskall, BO3MOXKHO JIM OyleT MPOHECTH UX IPOOBI MO HAILIEMy TECHOMY
nepeyiky. OcoOeHHO OECITOKOMIICS 51 O TOXOPOHAX JIBYX 0CO0; BO-TIEPBBIX TOJICTOrO TPAKTHPIIHKA,
’KMBILETO B yauLe TEPHMUIUI M 4acTO 3aXOQUBILETO B HAIII NIEPEYJIOK 3a KaCTPIOJIAMU U FOPLIKaMH,
KOTOpBIE COCE/IKM OpaJiil y HETO 1 MOTOM 3a0bIBaJIM BO3BpaIaTh eMy. JK1BOI OH J0JTKeH ObUT BBIXO-
JUTh U3 NiepeysKa OOKOM, a uTo OyJeT, Korja OH yMpPET, U BAPYT IUIEYH €ro 3aBA3HYT MEXKIY JABYyMs
creHamu?

Eme Gosblire 6eCriokonm MeHs1 TOXOPOHBI MUCCHC YUHKIIMI. Muccruc YUHKIIUI Oblia cTa-
PYILLKA, )KMBILIAS IIPU BXOJE B IEPEYJIOK; OHA OblTa KOpOYe, HO 32 TO eIlle TOJIIE TPAKTUPIIMKA; KpOMe
TOTO, 51 OT JYIIH JIOOWI M yBaXaJl ee, MHE He XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI C HEel Jlake Mocjie CMepTH oOpara-
JIMCh HETIOUTHUTENBHO, ¥ IOTOMY I JIOJITO U YacTO 3ayMBIBAJICS HAJI TEM, KaK IIPOHECTH rpo0d e€ uepe3
y3Ku# BxoJ. Muccuc YUHKIIMI 3aHMMaach TEM, YTO JaBaJla HallpOKAaT TEJIE)KKU U B JIONT JEHBIU
(ppykTOBBIM TOproBLAM, XMBIIMM B HaileM nepeyinke. OHa ropauaace TeM, YTO TPUALATH JIET HE
XOZIWJIa HUKY/A aJiblile Yauibl TEpHMUILI, pa3 TOJIBKO CXO/IMIIA B TeaTp, Aa U TO CBUXHYJIa cebe HOry.
Ona 0OBIKHOBEHHO CHJIeJa LieJIble JHU Ha IOPOre CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO JIoMa; BMECTO CTYJIa e CIty-
’KMJ1a ONPOKMHYTasl KOKCOBAsl MepKa, Ha KOTOPOW Jiexkall it OOJIbIIEero yqo0CcTBa MEIIOK MSKUHBI.
Cupnena oHa TakuM 00pa3oM C IIEJIbI0 MOIKApay/IMBaTh (PPYKTOBBIX TOPTOBIEB: OHA JOJDKHA ObLIa
TpeOoBaTh C HUX JEHBI'M, TIOKA OHU IIJIM JOMOM, pacrpoiaB CBOW TOBap, MHAYE €il YacTo MPUILIOCh
OBl TeprieTh YOBITKH. B Xoporryio morony oHa W 3aBTpakaja, u o0efajia, U Jail Muia, He CXOfs CO
coero Metka. C Hell JKuiia TUIeMsTHHULA e€, MOJIofast KEHILMHA, CTPALIHO 00e300paxeHHast OCIOM,
OJIHOTJIa3asl, C BOJIOCAMH 3aY€CaHHBIMHU Ha3aj, HeKpacuBasi, HO OYeHb J0OPOIYIIHASI M 9acTO KOp-
MHUBILIAsi MEHs NPeBKyCHbIMU oOeaMu. OHa jiepxkaa KJod OT capasi, B KOTOPOM CTOSUIM TEJIEKKH,
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. I'punByn. «MajeHbKIA OOOPBBIIID»

Y TOTOBWJIA KYILIaHbsl CBOer TeTke. UTo 3To ObUIH 3a KylaHbsi! MHe NMpUIIUIOCh B )KU3HU ObIBATh Ha
MHOTMX IIPEBOCXOIHBIX 00€ax, HO HM OJJMH M3 HUX HE MOT CPABHUTHLCS C 00e1aMi MUCCHC YUHKIIIUTI.
Kak pa3 B yac nmonosyaHu MUCCUC YUHKIIUIT TIepeBUTalIa CBOI0 KOKCOBYIO MEPKY OT JJBEpeid K OKHY
rOCTUHOM M cnpammBaia: Bee yim rotoBo, Mapra? IogaBaii! — Maprta oTKpbiBajia OKHO M PaccTaB-
JIs71a Ha TIOJIOKOHHUKE COJIb, YKCYC, TIepel] ¥ TOPUHILY, MOTOM BBIHOCKIIA OOJBIION SIIIUK, 3aMEHSIB-
T4 CTOJT ¥ TIOKPBITHIN OEJION, KaK CHET, CKaTepThio, ¥, HAKOHeIl, BOerajaa oOpaTHO B KOMHATY, OTKYy/Ia
nojiaBajia TeTke odes B OkHO. Kak BKyceH Kazajicsi 3TOT 00ef], Kak OH MPUSITHO IBIMIJICS U, TJIaBHOE,
KAKOH YIMBUTENbHBIN 3allax pacnpocTpaHsul oH! ¥ Hac, MaJIpuuIleK U IeBYOHOK PpaiiHITIEHCKOTO
riepeyska, BOIUIO B TIOTOBOPKY, YTO Y MUCCUC YHMHKIIUI BCSKUH J€Hb BOCKpeceHbe. MBI B JoMax
CBOMX HHUKOIJIA HE a1 TeX BKYCHBIX OJIO/l, KOTOPHIMU Yroliajach OHa, M HAXOAWJIM, YTO JIydIle
MX HUYEro He MOXeT ObITh Ha cBeTe. Ha Hamry oo goctaBajicst OOUH TOJNBKO 3arax, U Mbl BIIOJIHE
Hacaxpamch um. [ocnie odea Mriccric YUHKIUTT OOBIKHOBEHHO ITUJIA pOM C Topstueid Bojioi. Cme-
SUTKICh JTA MBI HaJ] TOOPO¥ CTApYIIKOM 3 3TO, OCYKIAJIH JIK MBI €€ 3a €€ MaJICHbKYIO C1a00CTh K BUHY ?
O HeT, HUCKONBKO! MBI paHO TIOHSITH, YTO 3Ta C1a0OCTh MOXeT ObITh BHITOAHA IS Hac. Kaxkmomy
U3 HaC, MaJIbYMIIEK U JEBYOHOK IEepeyJIKa, XOTeJOCh, YTOOB OHA MMEHHO €ro Mocijiajia B JIaBKYy 3a
CBOEH OOBIKHOBEHHO! Mopiyeit poma. [Jist 3Toro HyXkHO ObLIO YIIOTPEOUTh HEKOTOPHIE YIOBKH. MBI
OOBIKHOBEHHO 30pPKO CJIE/IUIIM U3 TIOABOPOTHEH, CKOPO JIM CTAPYIIIKA KOHYUT 00€M U OIATH TMepeHe-
CeT CBOM MeIOK K nopory aoma. Torga KTo-HUOyIb U3 HAC BBIXOAMI U3 3aCaIbl U TIOOXOIWII K HEM,
3eBasi [0 CTOPOHAM C CaMbIM HEBUHHBIM BUIOM. [lofoiiisi TOBOJIBHO OJIM3KO, CJI€0BAJIO CIIPOCUTD,
HE HY)XHO JI eil KYIIUTh Yero-HuOy/b?

— BbI co MHOII TOBOpHTE, MAJIBUUK ? — OOBIKHOBEHHO YVBJISIACh MUCCUC YHUHKIIHIL

— Ha-c, s uny B ynuiry Tommerns 3a TATOKOM /711 MaTepH, s [yMaJl, He HaJo JIM BaM Yaio WIN
4ero-HuOyIb JPyroro.

— Her, criacu6o, MaJIbuuK; s yKe Kyrmuia ceOe yaio, a MOJIOKO MHE ceifuac MPUHECYT, OOJIbIIe
MHe, KQKeTCsl, HIYero He HyKHO.

W cama oHa, M KaAblil M3 HAC OYEHb XOPOIIO 3HAJ, 4yero e Obuio Hy:kHO. Ho Gena, ecnu
Obl KaKON-HUOY/Ib HEJIOBKHI MaJIbYMK B3AyMaJl HAMEKHYTh 0 pome! Hukorga 0osbliie He MPUIILIOCh
Obl eMy UCTIONHSTh TIopy4yeHuit crapymku! HanoOHo ObUIo Mociie 0TBETa MUCCHC YHUHKIIUIT ITPOCTO
BEXKJIMBO MOKJIOHUTHCS M IPOUTH MUMO, TOT/Ia OHa HABEPHOE TIO30BET K ce0e M CKakKeT:

— Cnymaiite, MaJbuvK, BaM Beflb BCe paBHO, cOeraiiTe-Ka 3a0/1HO K muctepy [lurory, 3Haere?

— Kak xe-c, 3Ha10-¢, 310 TpakTup «Cobaka B 3a60p».

— Hy na, kynute MHe Tam Ha TpU MeHca Jy4IIIero poMa 1 KyCOK JIMMOHA. A BOT BaM 32 TPY/bl!

Omna faBaja JJOBKOMY MaJIbUMKY MaJICHBKYIO MOHETKY M TOCJIE 9TOTO €My OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO
CJIEZIUTH 32 HEe, MOKa OHa MUJIa; MOoClie TIOCAESAHEro INIOTKa OHA CTAHOBUJIACh HEOOBIKHOBEHHO 00pa,
Y YacTo TIOIXOAMBINEMY K HEW B 3TO BpeMs Iepernajaya elie ofHa Wi JABe MOHETKU. MeHs OHa
0COOEHHO JII0OWJIA, ¥ B OIUH BeYep MHE YAaJI0Ch MOYYUTh OT He€ LIeJIBIX YeThIpe MOMTyTIeHCa.

Bnpouem, st ObUT 3aHAT BCe BpeMsi HIHUYEHbEM CBOEH MaJIeHbKOW CECTPEHKH, U MHE PEIIKO
YIaBAJIOCh TIOJIb30BATHCSI MIJIOCTSIMU MUACCUC YUHKIIIUII, TaK YTO sl COBCEM HE U3 KOPBICTHBIX IIEJIei
TPEBOXMJICS HAacyeT e€ cMepTH. MHe Tak M He yAaJoch BUAETh 3TOrO MevanbHoro coobitusi. Koraa
1 yoexan u3 OpallHrmeHCcKoro nepeyika, 1o0pasi crapylika COKOWHO CHJeia Ha CBOEH KOKCOBOM
MepKe, a KOT/ia sl B3pOCIIbIM, 3aropesibiM MYKUMHOM BEepHYJICS U3 ABCTpaJIMK, OKa3aJIoCh, YTO HUKTO
U3 KUBYIIMX B KilepKkeHya/IbCKOM MPUX0/ie HUYETro O Hell He 3HaerT.

Bo Bcex mpounx OTHOIIEHUSIX s IO BO3BpALIEHUH M3 JAJIBHUX CTPAH HAIes HAIll MepeyJsoK
TOYHO TaKUM, KaKMM OCTaBuJI ero. [lo-mpexHeMy ¢ OTHOTO OKHA CIyCKaslach TMpJsSHIA HAHW3aH-
HBIX HA HUTKY JIYKOBHII, C JPYTOTO MOJIOCHI CyXOW TPECKH, HAa TPETHEM KPACOBAIUCh CBEKUE CEJIb/IH.
[No-nipeskHEMyY Yy HEKOTOPBIX JKHUTeJel Tepeyika OblT IeHb CTUPKU; M30IpaHHbIE 3aHABECKH, JIOXMO-
Thsl TIECTPBIX OJIeslJI, 3aIITONaHHbIe pyOarku u ¢iaHeseBbie (pydaiiku Mo-npeKHeMy CYIIINCh Ha
BEpEBKax, MPUKOJIOYEHHBIX K CTEHAM JIOMOB WJIM TIPUBSI3aHHBIX K MOJIOBBIM IIETKAM.
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[Mo-nipexkxHeMy B KOHIIE TIepeyJIKa CTOsIa OOJbINast AbIPSABast BOAsHAs OOUYKa, B KOTOPYIO Kak-
J0€ YTPO B TeUEHHe TpeX YeTBepTel Jaca Oexaa BoJa U3 pe3epByapa, U Mo-MpekHeMY OKOJIO TOU
O0YKM OBUIA TOJKOTHS, CYeTHs U TiepedpaHka. TyT cTosi OoJbIMe, KOCTISBBIC, HEOIIPSITHBIE KEeH-
IIMHBI B OalliMakax Ha 00Cy HOT'Y, C pacTpellaHHbIMU BOJIOCAMU, C BeIpaMi, KOTOPHIMHA OHH I'PO3HO
3aMaxMBaJIFCh Ha BCSKOTO, KTO OCMETMBAJICS TIPEXk/Ie HUX TOJOMTH 3a BOIOU; TYT CTOSUT 3JOPOBEH-
HBII, HEYKJTIOXKUI UPJIaHJel] C KacTpIojiel B pyKax; OH pacTaJIKUBAJI JIOKTSIMU U BCEM TEJIOM MaJIeHb-
KHX JIeBOYCK, MPUINEIINX 32 BOJOM CO CBOMMU TOPIIOYKAMH M KOTEJIKaMH, U, YTOOBI ITPOOpaThCs
BIIEpe/I, TONTAT KOJNIOYMMH TBO3JSMU CBOUX TSKEINBIX CANOr WX Oe/IHbIe, OOChIe MaJIbIIbL, TYT ObLI
JlaKe CUiad, TOUb-B-TOUb «JIMXOM [[)keKk», BHYIIIABIIMN MHE B IETCTBE U CTPaxX, U YBaKEHUE, U TIepe]
S9TUM CHJIAYOM TOYHO TaKXke MyIJIMBO CTOPOHMJIMCh HE TOJBKO OeHble, OOCOHOTHE JIEBUOHOUKH,
HO JTake HeYKJTIOKUH MpIaHjiel], Jake CepauThie KeHIIMHBL. Bce, Bce ocTanoch HEM3MEHHBIM, XOTS
MHOT'0 JIeT MPOIILIO ¢ TeX MOp, Kak s KW 3/iech pedeHkoM. f cran ocmarpuBarh goma. [aza mou
ynau Ha oM Ne 19. Bce 10 ke, axe, KaxeTcs, BCe Ta e caxapHast Oymara, Bce TO e CTapoe TPSIbe
3aMeHseT CTeKJia Bo MHOTMX okHax! W eciu ObI Terieps, ceifuac xe, OTHO U3 ITUX OKOH OTBOPUJIOCH,
BBICYHYJIACh ObI OTTY/Ia PbIXKasi, BCKJIOUSHHAsI TOJIOBA, Y TIOCIIBIIIIAJICS OBl pe3Kuii royoc: «JIxummmu!
lajkwii MabuuIKa, s TeOs1 10 KPOBU M300bI0, €CJTM THI HE COMJICIIb C STOM JIGCTHUIIH M HE YMEIIIb
JIeBYOHKY», — 51 HUCKOJIBKO He yIUBUWJICSA Obl. MeHs JTacKasiv, MHE YMTAIM HACTaBJICHWs, MeHs Opa-
HWIW COTHU Pa3 U3 3TOr0 CaMOro okHa. B Toif KoMHaTe, KOTOPYIO OHO OCBEIAeT, POAUIIACH MOSI CeCT-
puia ITommm, kora MHe ObII0 HEMHOTHM OOJIBIIIe TISITH JIeT. B 3TOM ke caMoii KoMHaTe ymepiia MaTh
MOSI Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TOCJIe POXKICHUS CECTPHIIBL.

He nymaiite, 9To ppkast )KeHIMHA C TPOH3UTETBHBIM IOJIOCOM ObLIIa MOSI MaTh, HET, 9TO ObUIa
Most Mauexa. O cBoell MaTepy s MOMHIO TOJIBKO, UTO 3TO ObUIA JKEHIIIMHA C TEMHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU U
OmeqHbIM JTUIIOM. JIOKHO OBITH, OHA ObUIA T0Opa KO MHE, TIOTOMY UTO 51 HEKHO JTIOOWIT ee U JI0 CUX
nop moomo. OTery oOpariaics ¢ Hell Tpyoo, HelackoBo. Yacto OpaHMII OH ee, J4acTo Jaxe OWl, Tak
YTO OHA KpUyaJsia Ha BCIO y/uily. MHe ObUIO OYeHb JKalb OS/IHYI0 MaTh, U sl He TIOHUMAJI, 3a YTO TaK
HE JTIOOUT ee OTell, a MeK/Iy TeM OH Ha CaMOM JieJie JIOWII ee, OH He O)KUIAJ, UTO ero Modou CesaloT
el Kakoi-HUOY/b Bpell, U He MepeMeHIT CBOero 0OpallieHUs 1ake TOoraa, KOrja OHa Hadasia XBOpaTh.
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I'masa Il
YT10 COaydmjioch B O/IHY IATHHUILY

B oany nstHuiy nocne obena s, BAOBOJIb HAWTPABIIMCH HA YJMIIE, BO3BPAIIAJICS TOMOIA;
B30#/151 Ha JIECTHHUILY, s IPUTOTOBJISUICS OTBOPUTH JBEPh B HAIITy KOMHATY, KaK BAPYT MEHsI OCTaHO-
BUJIa MuccHC JIKeHKMHC; OHA JKWJIa BMECTe C CBOMM MYKEM OIHMM 3TaXXOM HUKe Hac, HO Ha 3TOT
pa3 O4yTWJIACh 32 UEM-TO B Halllell komHate. OHa BbICyHYJIa T'OJIOBY Ha JIECTHUILY, CEPAUTHIM FOJIOCOM
BeJieJla MHE WATH UrpaTh Ha YJIUILy U 3aneplia JBepb Ha KJII0Y MO/ CaMbIM MOMM HOCOM, DTO OYEHb
o0uJesI0 U paccepauiio MeHs. Sl Hauas peBeTh BO BCE TOPJIO, CTy4aTh ¥ JIOMUThCS B BEPb. S mpocut
MaThb BBIFHATh BOH rajkyio ’keHKUHC U JaTh MHe xJjieda ¢ martokoil. Ha Mou KpUKM MaTh MOAOIILIA
K JIBEpU.

— He mrymu Ttak, xummu, — ckazasia oHa MHE JIACKOBBIM TOJIOCOM: — 51 OOJIbHA, Y MEeHsI OOJUT
r0JIOBa, BOT BO3bMH, KyITH ceOe MUPOXOK !

Sl ycnplian y Hor MOUX METaJUTMYeCKUi 3BYK; 1 HATHYJICS ¥ YBUJEN, YTO MaTh MPOCYHYJIa MHE
MOHETY CKBO3b IIIeJIb IO/ ABEPHIO. 51 CXBATHII MOHETKY U TIOOEKaJI KYITUTh ceOe TTMPOKOK.

Honro urpain s Ha ynuile, HO, HAKOHell, COCKYYMJICSI M OMATh BepHyJcs nomoil. He ycnen s
100paThCs TI0 HAIISH JIECTHUIIE JI0 TIEPBOTO 3TaXa, Kak MeHsI 00OrHAJI KaKOW-TO BBICOKHUI TOCIIOUH
BECh B YEPHOM; OH BUJIMMO TOPOIMUJICS, Iaraa yepe3 [Be, TPU CTYNEHbKH U MOCTYYaJICsl Y HAIUX
nBepeii. EMy oTBOpuiIH, U OH ONSATH 3arep 3a cOOOM IBepb. S cel Ha CTYNEHBKY JIECTHHIIBI U CTa
MOJKUATh, KOrAa OH yiaeT npoub. Ho OH He yxonuJ, U s xAajl O TexX Mop, Moka 3acHyJ1. Oten Mou,
BOPOTHBIIHIACS B 3TOT Beuep Mo3aHee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO U IOl XMEJIbKOM, Halllesl MeHs CIISIIUM Ha
JIECTHUIIE Y TIPUHSIJICSA TPOMKO OpaHUTh MaTh 3a TO, YTO OHA He 3a00TUTCSI 000 MHE.

— Y Matepu KTO-TO €CTh, OTell, — 3aMETHUT 1.

— Kto-T10 ecTn?

— Kr0 Takoi? — cripocun orew.

— Kakoii-To rocroguH ¢ Takoil 0esoil ITYyKOW Ha Illee, U Calord y Hero ckpumsr. Muccuc
JI’KEHKHUHC TOKE TaM.

Oren BOpyr cTajl KPOTOK.

MBpI coli BHU3 M IOCTYYaJIMCh B ABEPD K cTapoMy JIskeHKMHCY. OH BbIILEN K HaM 3aClIaHHbIN,
MpoTHpas 1a3a, ¥ TOTYAC e BTAIIMI OTLA B CBOIO KOMHATY.

— Bui Obutn HaBepxy, IkvM? — CIIPOCKIT OH BCTPEBOKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Her, — oTBeuan orell: — 4To TaM Takoe CIIy4rsIoch?

— Jleno ApsiHb! — MPOrOBOPHII CTAPHUK BCE TEM ke BCTPEBOKEHHBIM roJIocoM. — Mosi cTapyxa He
BeJieJla MHe ITycKaTh Bac Tyaa. OHa 1 32 JOKTOPOM MOC/alia, TyAa HAIILJIO MHOTO JKEHILMH, Ja TOKTOP
BCEX BBITHAJ, TOBOPUT, HYKHbI THILIMHA U CIIOKONCTBUE.

— JlokTopa Bceraa 3To roBoOpsIT, — CIIOKOMHO 3aMeTHJT OTell.

ITO CIIOKOMCTBHE, KAK KaXETCs, He MOHPABUJIOCh MUCTEPY JIKEHKUHCY.

— Huuero He nmoHuMaeT! — mpoBopYas OH CKBO3b 3yObl. — Hy, Kak TyT IPUTOTOBUTH €ro MoHe-
MHOXKY! — ¥ 3aTeM, OOpaTUBIIKCH K OTILY, CKa3aJl pelIUTeIbHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Hagno Bam 3Hath, 1M, 9TO TaMm IJIOXO, COBCEM ILJIOXO! — OH yKa3all MajiblieM Ha MOTOJIOK.

Ha moero oTi1a moneiicTBoBaM He CTONBKO ClI0Ba MucTepa [ ’keHKUHCa, CKOJIBKO TOH, KOTOPhIM
OHU ObLTH TIpor3HeceHbl. OH BUIMMO ObLT MOpPaXeH O TOro, YTO He MOT TOBOPUTh. OH CHSUT IIANKY
Y TIpUcesT Ha CTYJ BO3JIe OKHA, JIepka MeHs Ha KOJICHSIX.

— Ona Bac Bce kaajia, — MporoBopuil JI’keHKMHC Mociie MUHYTHOT'O MOJTYaHUS: — 9yTh CTYKHET
Hapy’KHas JABEpb, OHa cervac: BOT 310 Mol [Ixum! D10 ero noxonka! 4 3naro!

— Ona mens xkpana? Mens xorena Bugetb? Kak 310 cTpaHHO! — BCKpHUyai OTel.
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— Ona roBopwuia u erne 6ojiee CTpaHHbIE BEI, — MPoAokal [IKeHKHHC: — OHa roBOprIa: « 51
XOUy TIOIeJIOBaTh €ro, sl X0uy, YTOObl OH JepKajl MEHsI 32 PYKY, sl XOUy MOMHPHUTHCS C HUM Tiepe]t
CMEpThIO!»

Ore1r OBICTPO BCKOYMJI CO CTYJIA, MPOIIIENICS JIBa, TPH pa3a Mo KOMHAT, — TaK THUXO, YTO €Ba
CJIBIIITHO OBLTO, KaK €ro KOBaHHbIE CAIOry MPUKACAIUCH K TIONTy, — OCTAHOBUJICS CITUHOM K [IKeHKUHCY
Y JIMLIOM K KapTHH, BUCEBIIIEW HA CTEHE, U TPOCTOSLT TaK HUCKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— JIKeHKHMHC, — CKa3aJl, OH HAaKOHEIl, MPOJOJIKasi CMOTPETh Ha KAPTUHY: JOKTOP BCEX MPOrHAJ
orTyaa... S 6otock ATy Tyaa. .. Cxoaure Bbl, IO30BUTE CBOIO JKEHY !

JI’KEHKUHCY BUIUMO HETIPUATHO OBLIO UCTIONHSATH TO MOPYYEHUE, HO €My He XOTeJIOCh CBOUM
OTKa30M TPEBOXHUTH M O€3 TOro OropueHHOro oTia. OH BBIIIET U3 KOMHATHI, 1 BCKOPE MBI YCIIBIIIAIN
IIYM €ro IaroB, NOAHUMABIIUXCS MO JieCTHUIE. Yepe3 HUCKOIBKO CEKYH]I B KOMHATY BOIILIa cama
mMuccuc JIKeHKMHC BMECTe CO CBOUM MY:KeM. YBH/Isl HAC, OHA BCIUIECHYJIA PyKaMH, yIiaja Ha CTYJI U
Hayvajia FPOMKO pblIaTh. §l y&KacHO nepernyraics.

— Yro xe MaMa BCTaJia Terepb? — CIIPOCUIT 51 Y He€.

— Bcerana? Her, Mol OeIHBII ASTHEHOUYEK, — OTBEUAsIa OHA, 3aAbIXasACh OT CJIe3: — HET, OeIHBIN
cuportka! OHa HUKOTa Y& OOJIbIIIe HE BCTAHET.

Ha MuHyTKY OTell OTBeJI I71a3a OT KapTUHBI U B3MJISIHYJI Ha MUCCUC J[)KeHKUHC, Kak OyTO XOTel
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MPOMOTYAJ.

— Ona ymupaer, [Ixxum, — npopomxkana xxeHkunc. JJoKTop ckazas, 4To HET HaJIexK/Ibl CIIACTH
ee!

N muccuc [IxxeHnkuHc cHoBa 3apbiiaia. Ctapblil Myk €€ XOIUJI BOKPYT HE€ U CTapajicsl yTUILUTh
ee. 1 He XOpOIIIo MOHST YTO OHA CKa3aJia, HO CJIOBA €€ MOYeMY-TO CHJILHO TIepenyrajii MeHs, 5 Moj-
Oexal K Hedl U cripsATall ToJIoBy B e€ KojeHsx. OTell, Ka3anock, He oOpariain Ha Hac BHUMaHusA. OH
MIPUCIIOHUJICS JIOOM K CTeHe, U BAPYT s YCIIBIIIA CTPAHHBIA 3BYK: TIHT, MaT, MUT. KapTiHa, KOTOpYyIo
OH TaK BHUMATEJIbHO PasyIs/bIBal Mepes TeM, Oblla TIPUKJIeeHa K CTeHe TOJILKO BEPXHEN YacThio,
HWKHUI yTOJT €€ 3aBOPOTUJICS, U, BEPOSITHO, CJIE3bl OTIIA, Ma/1asi Ha 3TOT YroJ, TPOU3BOAUIN CTPaH-
HBIW 3BYK: ITUT, IaT.

Bnpyr oH cnenain ycumnve Haj cOOO0M, BBITEp Illa3a HOCOBBIM TUIATKOM M TTOBEPHYJICS K HaM.

— JlokTop, HaBepXy? — CPOCKJI OH.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, HeYKelu 51 Obl OCTaBUJIA ee OfHY !

— 4 nmoviny Tyna, — pelmTesIbHBIM T0JIOCOM IMPOTrOBOPUJI OTEIl.

— Her, ne xomure, [Ixum, — yoexaana JIKEHKUHC: — JOKTOP TOBOPUT, UTO €l HYXKeH TOKOM,
YTO BCSAKOE BOJIHEHHME YCUJIUBAET €€ CTpalaHusl.

— T'oBopio Bam, 4TO MoOWy, — MOBTOpHII OTell. — bequsikka! OHa XoueT aepxaTh Ty pyKy, KOTO-
pas Tak yacto 6una ee! OHa MPOCUT MEHsT IOMUPUTHCS:

[Mopoxaute 31ech, Muccuc JIKeHKUHC, MOXKET ObITh, il HaJIOOHO CKa3aTh MHE UTO-HUOY/Ib TIO
CEeKpETY.

OH BbIIIIES U3 KOMHATHI, HO B 3Ty CaMyI0 MUHYTY CBEPXY pa3JaJiCs HETepIeJMBbIiA ToJI0C JOK-
TOpA.

— Muccuc, kak Bac Tam! Maute ckopee cioga! HykHo xke el ObUTO yXOIWTh UIMEHHO TeTieph !

Muccuc JIkeHKMHC BCKOUMIIA C MeCTa U OpocHiiach HaBepX, 3a HEel IMoIes v OTell.

Henonro mpo6sut o HaBepxy. CKOpO I1aru ero CHoBa pa3Iaivich 1O JIECTHUIIE, M OH BEPHYJICS
K HaM.

OH B3s1J1 MeH#I Ha KOJICHU, OOJIOKOTHJICS Ha CTOJT, 3aKPhUT JIMIIO PyKaMU U He TOBOPHJT HU CJIOBA.

Jleno ObUTO B TOJIOBUHE CEHTSOPS; Beuepa CTAHOBWJIMCh TEMHBI U XOJOMHBL. MBI cHIeu Bce
Tpoe Mosya. Crapblil [I)KeHKUHC MacTepu KJIETKY JIJIsl KaHapeek.

Bnpyr oren BctpeneHyJics M HEOKUIAHHO 3aKpryai: — boxe Moil, [IKeHKMHC, Kak MHE TSIKEJIO,
s1 HE MOTY BBIHOCUTH OOJIbIIIe, MEHSI TYIIIUT!

OH pa3Bs3aj1 CBOU TOJCTHIN IIEUHBIN TJ1aTOK.
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— 51 He mory Oosblnie BHIHOCUTH HU MUHYTHI. Eii-Bory, He mory!

— 41 6b1 Ha BamieM mecte, JIXUM, MIPOIIENCcsS HEMHOXKO TIO YJHIe, TaK, MAHYT JiecsATh. [10i-
JeMTe, 51 C BaMu Moujy!

— A MaibuMK ? — CIIpOCHIT OTell.

— EmMy HHMuero nmocuaerb TyT MUHYTKY, Beab TpaBia, JxkuvMmvu? OH NOCMOTPUT, Kak Oenka
Oeraer B KoJece.

4l ckazan, 4To MOCHKY, YTO 9TO HMYEro, HO Ha CAMOM JieJie 51 TyMaJl JpYyroe; OHU YIIUIH, a
OCTaJICsl ONVH B KOMHATe. B 3T0 BpeMsi CTaHOBMIJIOCH BCE TEMHEE M TEMHEe, M HAKOHEI] TIOUTH COBCEM
CMEpPKJIOCh. $1 He oueHb JIIoOUT MuccUC [I)KeHKMHC, ¥ TIOTOMY TTOYTH HUKOTAA He ObIBajl B €€ KOM-
Hare. Tenepb s1 y’xe IIpoBes B Hell OOJbIIe Yaca, HO s1 Bce BpeMsi ObUT 3aHAT TEM, YTO TOBOPUJIOCH U
Je1aJIoCh BOKPYT MEHsI, TaK UTO He YCIIeN pasryisAeTh Belleld, KOTopbie ObUT B 3TOM KoMHAT. OcTaB-
IIUCh OJIUH, 5 3QHSUICS STUM PasIIsiIbIBaHbeM. B0 CTeHbI OBUIO paccTaBIEHO HECKOJIBKO MTHYBUX
KJIETOK, B HUX CHJIE/IU TTHIIBI, HO BCE OHH, 32 MCKJIIOUEHUEM JAPO3[a, YKe CMaJH, CIPSTaB TOJIOBY
TOJ1 KpbUTbs1. [Ipo3/1 chies CMUPHO, TOJIBKO I71a32a €r0 CBEPKAIM M MUTAJIM BCSAKHIA pa3, Kak s Ha HETro
B3MIsAABIBAL. Kpome mpo3ia u 6ennku, B KOMHATE Ha MaJICHBKOM CTOJIMKE JIeKaJl KUTOBBIN YC U CTOSLT
My3aThlii KYBIIMH C Y€JIOBEYECKOHN T'OJIOBOM, IIMPOKO PAa3MHYBIIEH POT, U3 KOTOPOrO roToBa OblIa
BBUIUTHCS CTPYsI BOABL. UeM TeMHee CTaHOBHIIOCh, TEM CTPaHHEe MPEICTABIISIICh MHE BCE OKPYKalo-
111ee MpeAMETHI: MHE JIa)Ke CTPAIIIHO CTaJI0 CMOTPETH [0 CTOPOHAM; 51 YCTaBUJI I71a3a Ha KJIETKY O€JKH
Y CTaJl CJIEIUTh 32 MaJIEHbKUM 3BEPbKOM, OBICTPO OETaBIIMM B CBOEM IPOBOJIOYHOM KOJlece.

[Mpomwio ropasno GoJblie JecATH MUHYT, HO MOU OoTell ¥ [I)keHKMHC He BO3Bpamaimch. Ctano
YK COBCEM TEMHO, U s 130 BCel OeJIKM BUIEI TOJIBKO OeJioe MATHO Ha e€ IPyr; KOJIEcO e€ CKpUIIEeo,
KOT'TH €€ IIeJIKaJIM, Yachl THKAJIM OE30CTAaHOBOYHO, a HABEPXY B KOMHATE MaTepy Pa3aBaJICsl CKPUII
camnor JOoKTopa. MHe CTajo Tak CTpAIlHO, YTO 51 He MOT OOJbIlie BBIHECTH; 51 CJIe3 CO CTyJa Ha IO,
3aKpbUI I71a3a, YTOOBI HE YBHIATh MUMOXOJOM YXKACHOTO JPO3/a, TUXOHBKO BBIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI U,
BCKapaOKaBIIMCh JIO TTOJIOBUHBI JIECTHUIIBI, CeJT Ha CTyNeHbKY. Eciu Obl ¢ Matepbio Obuta oqHa JIkeH-
KHHC, sl HEMPEeMEHHO TpoIiies Obl B HAIlly KOMHATY, HO MEHsI ITyrajl JOKTOP; IIPY HEM 51 He pelajcs
OTBOPHUTH HaIlly Bepb. He oueHb ygoOHO ObTO MHE CHETh Ha KECTKOM JIECTHUIIE, HO BCE Ke JIydIlIe,
YeM OCTaBaThCs B CTpalTHOi KomHate [IxeHknHca. CKBO3b 3aMOUYHYIO CKBaKHMHY HAIllel IBEPH MPO-
OvBasach sipKasi 1ojoca CBUTA, OCBEIIABINIAs YacTh Mepuil. Sl celt Ha JIECTHUITY, KaK MOXKHO OJIHKe K
3TOMY CBETJIOMY MECTEUKY, yXBaTHJICS 3a Mepuiia 00eMMHU PyKaMu M CKOPO 3aCHYJ KPETKUM CHOM.
He 3Haio0, CKOJBbKO BpeMeHH $ criall, MeHs pa30y/auII TojIocC OTIIA.

— 9710 THI, [IKUMMU? — CLIPOCHIT OH: — 3a4eM ThI 37iech? PazBe Tebe Hamoesno cuaeTb ogHoMYy ?

— A OH JIOJKHO OBITH CHJEN Yy OKHA, MOMXKUIAsl Hac, — 3aMeTH1 [)KeHKMHC, — ¥ KaK 3aMeTuII,
YTO MBI HJEM, TTOOEKaJT cefiuac ke OTBOPUTh HaM JIBEPb.

— Her, Het! — Bckpuyain si, yXBaTUBIIUCH 32 oTia: — CoBceM Henpasia! MHe ObLIO CTpaIIHO,
nana!

Orer1 XOTeJ 4TO-TO OTBETUTH MHE, HO IIPOMOTYAJT, M MBI MOJIYa BOIILTA B KOMHATY JI)KeHKHMHCa,
YCTIEBIIIETO YK€ 3a)Keub CBEUYy.

Brpyr HaBepxy MoC/IbIIANICS IIyM OTBOPSIOIICHCS IBEPU U 3aT€M CKPHII Caror JOKTOopa Io
JIECTHULIE.

— JIOKTOp YXOOUT! — IMPOrOBOPMII OTEIl B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM T'OJIOCOM: — JIOJKHO OBITh, €i JTyuliie!

Ho nokTop He yxoauJt; HanpoTHB, OH OCTAHOBHJICSI OKOJIO HaIllel JBepH U MocTydal. [ KeHKUHC
TMIOCTICIIINII OTBOPUTH EMY.

— Bamie nmst Banmzer? — oOparuiicst K HeMy JIOKTOp, — Bbl, MyX. . .

— Her-c, uzBunure, 310 He 4. [[)xum, uau xe ciona.

— 41 e€ MyX K BaIllluM yciiyram, c3p — CKa3aJl OTell, CMeJIO BHICTyIasl BIiepell M Jepka MeHsI Ha
pykax. — Kak oHa ce0s1 4yBCTBYET Tenepsb, MO3BOJIBTE CPOCUTH?

— A, 310 BB MUcTep Banuser, — mporoBopusI JOKTOP COBCEM HE TeM I'pyObIM TOJIOCOM, KaKUM
TOBOPWJI TIPEKAE. — A 3TO TOT MaJIbuyraH, O KOTOPOM OHa BCIIOMUHAJA?
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— Jla, MomKHO ObITh, c3p. Henmb3st n HaM Tereph B30WMTH MOBUIATh ee? Mbl Obl He cTaimu Gec-
MOKOWTH €e.

— Hy, npyxok, — nepeOus JOKTOp, B3sIB MEHsI 3a PYKy CBOEH OOJIbIIION PyKOW B YEpHOU Iep-
yarke, — TBOsA Oe[Hass MamMa CKOHYAJIach, U ThI JOJDKEH OBITh Tereph JOOPHIM MabuMKOM. Y TeOs
€CTh MaJIeHbKasl CECTPUIIA, ¥ THI JOJKEH 3a00TUTHCS O HEW B MaMsATh O cBoel martepu. [Tpommai, Mo
musbiid. [pormaiite, muctep banuzer. [lepeHocute Barly MoTepio My>KeCTBEHHO, KaK CJIeIyeT Myxk-
yyHe. CroKOMHON HOuH !

B otBer Ha ciioBa JIoKTOpa OTell MoTYa HaKJIOHWI TojioBy. OH ObUT IOpaXeH, IJa3a ero Omyx-
JaJTU TI0 CTOPOHAM, M OH Kak OyATO HWYero He moHMMas. ToMbKO Korjaa crapbiil J)KeHKUHC moImesn
CBETUTH JJOKTOPY Ha JIECTHUILY, K OTIy BO3BPATHJIACh CIIOCOOHOCTh COOOpaKaTh U TOBOPHTH.

—T'ocnionu, boxe moi! Ymepna! Ymepina! — mporoBopuii oH Iiiyxum rojiocoM ¢ MoAaBJIEHHBIMU
PBLIAHUSIMH.

Tak 3acrtan ero crapbiii JI)KeHKHUHC, KOTJIa BOPOTHJICS CO CBEUYOM; TaK 3aCTajl €ro CBSIIEHHUK,
KOTOPBIH TPOITIeT K MaTepy, BEPOATHO B TO BpeMsl, KOrja S CriaJl Ha JISCTHUIIE, W TeTlepb, BO3Bpa-
asiCh Ha3aJ, XOTeN CKa3aTh €My HECKOJIbKO YTEIIUTETbHBIX CJIOB; TaK 3acTajia ero Muccuc JlxeH-
KWHC U HUCKOJIBKO COCEJIOK, BOIIEIIMX B KOMHATY BMecTe ¢ Hed. Bce OH cTapaymch ckazarh OTILYy
YTO-HUOYb YCIIOKOMTEIBbHOE, HO OH He ciymmail ux. Muccuc JIkeHKHMHC TTpyuHecna ¢ coO0i Kakou-
TO CBEPTOK TPSATIOK M, pa3BEPHYB €ro, CTaja MPOCUTh OTIIA MOIISAIETh HA MATIOTKY U TIOJIepXKaTh ee
Ha pykax. Orer ojiepxaa MaIIOTKy, HO 0OpaTWI Ha Hee OYeHb MaJI0O BHUMaHUsA. MHe Takxke Mo3-
BOJIWJIM TIOZIepKaTh HEMHOXXKO MOIO MaJIeHbKYI0 cecTpuily. Coceqiku, 3ameuasi, YTo OTell He XOueT
TOBOPHTH C HUMH, IIOHEMHOKKY YITUT BCE TIPOUb; MUCCUC [I)KEHKMHC 3a4eM-TO MMO3BAJIA HaBEepX, U
MBI C JIKEHKMHCOM OIISITh OCTAJTUCh OJTHU.

— [Ipumure moit coBer, kUM, — cKa3an OH, oOpaIasich K OTILY: — JIOKUTECh CIIaTh BMECTe C
MaJIb9uKoM. TaM B 3ajHell KOMHATe CTOUT MOCTesh MOero chiHa JI’K0, OH IO yTpa He IPUIeT JIOMOI;
nsrre, KM, eclii He 3aCHeTe, TO XOTh YCIIOKOUTECH !

[Mocte HECKOBKUX yBEIaHUM, MbI C OTIIOM COTJIACHJIMCh, HAKOHEI, epeHOYeBaTh B KOMHATE
JIxo. KomHara 3Ta HUKaK He MOTJIa CYMTAThCS yIOOHOU criaibHe. [{xo [IKeHKMHC padoTal 1o Houam
Ha rpah)UTOBOM 3aBOJI, a JHEM 3aHUMAJICS TIPOJaKel NTHII, KPOJIMKOB U COOaK, AelaHbeM KJIETOK U
HaOWBaHMEM MTUYBMX dydes, Bcs koMHara Obula 3aBajieHa Pa3sHbBIMU BEIIaMK, OTOBCIOAY TOpYaIA
MIPOBOJIOKU M JIEPEBSIHHBIC TIAJIKA, KPOME TOTO, TaM CHJILHO MaxJIo KaKUM-TO KJieeM U Kpackamu. Ho
oterl ObUT HETIPUXOT/IMB, K TOMY K€ Ha 3TOT pa3 OH, BEPOSITHO, HEe 3aCHYJ Obl CIIOKOMHO B caMou
Ooraroii criajibHsI, Ha camoi yoOHo# moctesnu. [Toka ere oy B IoMe He CIaJli, IMOKa CIIBIIIATUCh
IIIard BBEpX M BHU3 TI0 JICCTHUIIE, TIOKA JI0 HAC JIOHOCHUJICS IITYM C YJIUIIBI, OH JIeXKasl IOBOJILHO CITO-
koitHO. Ho korma masno momalty 3ByKW Ha YJIUI] 3aTUXJIM, U KPYTOM BCE YCIOKOMJIOCh, OTEIl Havall
TPEeBOXKHO BepTeThcsl B mocten. OH mepeBepThiBajics ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, TO KPENKO CKUMAJl PyKH Ha
IpyIu, TO 3aKphiBaI UMU T1a3a. OHA Belllb OYeHb YAUBIIa MeHs. Kak Hu Bopodasics oTell, OH Bce
BpeMs TIIATENILHO CTapaJIiCsl He TIOTPEBOXKUTh MeHs. [Ipr BCAKOM HEJOBKOM JBUKEHUM OH HEKHO
[JIaVJT MEHS 110 TUIeYy U MIeNTANT: MI-I-1II, KaK ObI 00sICh, UTO s MPOCHYch. Ho 51 1 He qymat cnaTh.
$1 He 3HAJT B TOYHOCTH, UYTO UMEHHO CITyYUJIOCh, HO SI YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO CITYUHJIOCh YTO-TO CTPAIITHOE.
MHe 04eHb XOTeJI0Ch MOHATh, YTO UMEHHO CIIENAIOCHh C MaTepblo. Muccuc [I)keHKMHC cKa3aiia, 4to e€
HET, a MEK/Iy TeM S CJIBIIIAN, KaK HaBepXy XOIWIN U TUXO Pa3rOBapUBAIIN KaKHUe-TO JIBE KEHIUHBI,
JOJDKHO OBITh, OH OBUTM TaM C MaTepblo; TOIBKO 3a4eM ke, YXO[s, OH 3arepiu JBeph Ha Kiod? I
cripamuBa y Muccuc JIKeHKHUHC: — Ky/Ia yIia Mama, ¥ CKOpO JI OHAa BEpHETCs1? ¥ OHA OTBETHJIA MHE:
«OHa HHKOrIa He BEpHETCs, MOM OEIHBI MaJIbUMK; OHA YIIUIA TYJa, KyJa UAyT Bce JOOpbIe JIIoAU
Y OHA HUKOI/A He MPUAET Ha3aay. [loJro v 3T0 «HUKOTIa», CIIpaIimBa st camoro ceos. Yro 1o —
JeHb, Henells, Mecsi? YTo 3To — AoJbllie, YeM JI0 JHS MOEro POXKAEHUS WU OO0 cBATOK? $1 yacto
CJIBIXAJT TIPEXK]IE CIOBO «HUKOIA», HO B TOYHOCTH 51 HE MOHMMAJ ero. §l momHIo, pa3 oTell cKas3all
yTPOM 3a 3aBTPAKOM MatepH: «3HaTh s TeOs He xouy! S HMKorma Gosbilie He CheM Kycka xJeba ¢
TOOOU BMeECTe», a BEYepOM OH IPHUIIIe]T M CIIOKOMHO eJ1 XJ1e0 M JIpyrue KyIaHbsi BMECTEe C MaTephlo.
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Marsb Takke cKa3ajia pa3 OTIly, KOTrJa OH ylIapui ee Tak CUJIBHO, UYTO OHA yraja Ha moi: «Jlxum, s
HUKOT/[a, HUKOT/IA, TIOKA XWBa, He TpoIy Tede 3Toro!» A, roBopsAT, OHa ero MpoCTHia, OHa XOTesa
TOIEJIOBATh €r0 U MOMUPUTHCS C HUM. JIOMKHO ObITh, «HUKOI/Ia» 3HAUUT pa3Hble BpeMeHa. YTo OHO
3HAYUT, KOTJIa TOBOPSAT Mpo MaTh? Ha/io HempeMeHHO 3aBTpa ke CIIPOCHTh Y MUCCUC [IKeHKHHC. A,
MOJET, U OTeIl 3HAET, CIPOIITy-Ka JIydllle Y Hero.

—Ilama, TeI criyIb?

— Her, [I>xkuMMu, He CILIIO, a 9TO?

— Ilama, 4To Takoe «HUKOrga»?

Ortell NpUTIOAHSJICS HA JIOKOTh; OH, JOJKHO OBITh HMKAK HE OKHJIAJT TAKOTO BOMPOCa.

— I-m! Crm, Ixummu, TeGe BEpHO MPUCHUIIOCH YTO-HUOYIb?

— Her, s emie He cnan, s OTTOro U 3aCHYTh He MOTy, Bce 00 3ToM aymarn. CKaxku MHe, rarna,
YTO TAKOE «HHUKOIIa», MAMHUHO «HUKOra?»

— MamuHO «HUKOTIa» ? — IOBTOPWJI OH. — YyTHOW Thl MAJIbYMK, YTO BBIIYMAJI, 1 He TIOHUMAIO.

— U g He noHUMalo, Tana, s AyMaJl Thl MHE CKaKeIllb!

— ThI Teneps Jydilie Cru, — CKa3ajl OTell, IJIOTHee YKPhIBas MEHs: — Telepb Bce YMHbIC JIeTU
CITAIT, HEUEro AymMaTh 00 «HHUKOT/a», HUKOT/IA IOJTHIA JeHb.

— Tonbko nens? Tonbko onunH AnuHHBIN neHb? Kak s paa! U To1 paj, nana?

— He ocobenno pan, [IkMMMU; KOPOTKUIN WM AJTMHHBIA — JeHb, MHE BCE PABHO.

— A s Mambl He Bce paBHO! Eciii «HHMKOTrIa» OIMH TOJBKO JIEHb, 3HAYUT Yepe3 JeHb MaMa
BOPOTHTCS K Ham; Thl Oynens paj, nara?

OH errie BbIIIIe MPUITOJHSIICA HA JIOKTE M TIOCMOTPENT a MEHs C IeYaIbHBIM BUIOM, KaK 1 MOT
3aMETHTh TIPU CBETE MecsIa, ITISAEBIIero B OKHO.

— Her, [Ixxummu, — cKa3aji OH IPyCTHBIM I'OJIOCOM, — OHA HE BOPOTUTCS, HUKOT/IA HE BOPOTUTCS.
[enpiMu yeTBEpUKaMU, TEJIBIMU MEITKaMu 30JI0Ta He BopoTHib ee! Kak oHa MOXeT BepHYThCH,
JIKMMMH, KOTJja OHa yMepJIa, Be/lb Thl 3HACIIlb, UTO OHA yMepJia, 3Haelllb?

— VYmepna!

— la, ymepna! — OBTOPUJI OTeI] IeOTOM. — BOH BUIMIIB NITHIIA HA TIOJIKE (3TO ObLJIA OJJHA U3
NTHIL, OTAAHHBIX [0 A1 BbIAeTKH dydell. [Ipu TyCKJIOM CBeTe Mecsiia i MOT XOPOIIO Pas3riisiieTh
ee; OHa OblIa cTpariHas, 6e3 171a3, ¢ MUPOKO PACKPHITHIM KJIIOBOM M OJIECTAIIMMU KeJIE3HBIMU ITPO-
BOJIOKaMH, IPOAEPHYTBIMU Y€pe3 BCe TeJO), BUAUIIb, kUMMM, BOT 3T0 cMepTh. Mama He MOXeT
OXWTh M TIPUITH K HaM, KaK 3TOT CHETUPb HE MOXKET CIIPHITHYTh C ITOJIKU U JIETaTh 1O KOMHAT.

— 4 nymau, nama, ymepnia 3HauMT yIpia, a Mama He ynuia? Tak oHa Tam HaBepxy, M B Hee
BOTKHYTHI TAKHE OCTPHIE IITYKH?

— Ax, Boxe Mo#, HeT, 4To fesath ¢ 3TuM pedenkom! Jleo B ToM, [)KUMMU, YTO MaMa He MOKET
HU BUJIETh HY CJIBIIIATh, HU XOWTh, HU YYBCTBOBATb, €CIIM ObI JIaXke ee MCKOJIONM Terleph BCIOo, OHA
He nouyBcTByeT. OHa ymepra, [IKUMMHU, U BOT CKOPO MIPUHECYT I'Pod 1 TIOJNIOKAT €€ Ty/Ia U CITyCTAT
ee B amy! Mos 6ennas [omm! Bepnas most, munast! A 51 v He moriesioBast TeOs1 Tiepe] CMEPThIo, Kak
TeOe XOTeJI0Ch, He, TPOCTUIICA ¢ TOOO !

Tonoc otia BApYr oOopBasicsl, OH YTKHYJICS JIMIIOM B TIOAYIIKY W 3apblJaJl TaK, KaK HAKOT/IA
He pbigast. McryraHHpIil 9TUM KOHIIOM HAIIIEro pa3roBopa, s CO CBOSH CTOPOHBI MPUHSJICS KPHUYaTh
1 1wiakath. Ortelr, 00SCh, YTO MOM KPUK pa3OyAUT BCEX KUJIBIIOB B JIOME, CHACJIAN YCHIIUE, YTOOBI
TMO/IABUTH CBOE TOPE, W MIPUHSIJICS YCIIOKAUBaTh MEHSI.

ITO OHAKO OKA3aJIOCh HE COBCEM JIETKO.

OObsicHeHUs1, KOTOpbIe J1a]l MHE OTell, y’KacHO Hamyraiau MeHs. HampacHo crapasicst oH yre-
IIITh MEHs 1 JIACKAMHM, ¥ yrpo3amu, u oOemanusmu. OH B3AyMall paccKa3biBaTh MHE CKa3Ky U CTall
TOBOPHTH O KAKOM-TO y’KaCHOM BeJIMKaHe-TIoI0e/Ie, KOTOPbI KaX bl ICHb 32 3aBTPAKOM eCT Bape-
HBIX JIETel, HO 3Ta UCTOPHS elrie OOoJIbIe BCTPeBOXMUIa MeHs1. OH OIIYIIBIO JOCTA U3 KapMaHa CBOMX
MAHTAJIOH KOIIeJIeK ¢ JeHbraMy U TOIapi/I MHE €ro; OH OOeIa Ha APYroe yTpo MoKaraTb MeHs B
CBOEH TeJIexkKKe; 3Has, UTO 51 JIIOOJTIO CeJIe/IKM, OH OOeIal MHE IEJIOTO CeJTb/is Ha 3aBTPaK, €CIIH 51 Oyay
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YMHBIM MaJIb4YMKOM; 51 JABHO MPOCKJI KYITUTh MHE OIHY XOPOIIEHbKYIO JIOIIAAKY, KOTOPYIO s BUJIEI
B OKHE MI'PYILLEYHOI'0 MarasuHa, OTell JaBaJl YeCTHOE CJIOBO, YTO KYIUT MHE 3TY JIOUIAJKY, €CIIU
JISTY CTIATh M TIepecTaHy KpUyarh.

Her, Her, Her! { TpebGoBan MaTepu U He XOTeJ HAMUYETo Apyroro. Sl HempeMeHHO XOTes UITH C
OTLIOM K HEll HaBepX, IJIe OHa JIEKUT BCs UCThIKaHHAs1, KaK CHETUPb [0, 1 BBIIYCTUTD €€ Ha BOJIIO;
sl IPOCHJI, MOJIMJT OTLIA TIOUTH HaBepX M 4eM-HUOYyab MoMOYb OeTHON Mame, 6e3 3TOro s He CorJia-
1aJICS1 YCIIOKOUTBCS.

— Her, — pemmresibHbIM T0JI0COM CKa3all OTel, ITOro 51 He CIeJIalo HU 3a YTO Ha cBete. Ecnu 1ol
HE XOuelllb ObITh YMHUKOM, TaK KpU4H ceOe, TIOKa YCTaHellb.

Orelr cka3zaj 3TO Tak TBEPHO, YTO 5 cpa3y yBHUIET HEBO3MOKHOCTb TOOMTHCS 4Yero-HUOYIb
CBOMM KPHMKOM. §l coryiacuics mouenoBarh ero u ObITh YMHUKOM Ha TOM YCJIOBHH, YTO OH ceivac
K€ BCTaHET U 3aKKET CBeUy, M YTO 3aBTPa PAaHO yTPOM s YBHKY Mamy. Oter| odeHb 00pasoBascs
TaKUM yIOOOMCIIOIHMMBIM YCJIOBHSIM, HO Ha JieJie 0OKa3aJoch, YTO NEPBOE M3 HUX HE TaK JIETKO, KaK
OH IyMal. JIKEHKUHC, YXO/sl, YHEC CBEeUY, TaK 4TO eMy Heuero ObUIO 3aXKeub.

— DKui raikui 3ToT JIKEHKUHC, — CKa3aJl OH, AyMast OOpaTUTh JEJI0 B IIIYTKY: — YHEC BCE CBEYUH;
3aJa/IUM K€ Mbl MY 3aBTpa, KaK Thl JyMaellb?

S BCMOMHWMIL, YTO JKEHIIMHBI, ObIBasI B KOMHATE MATepH, CITyCKasiCh BHU3, IIOCTABUIIM CBEUY U
CIIMYKH TIOJIe caMoi 1Bepy [)KeHKMHCOBOW KBApTHUPBI, M cKa3asl 00 3ToM oTiry. Ho emy, Kak BUIHO,
OYeHb He XOTeJIOCh OpaTh 3Ty CBEUY, U OH OISTh MPUHSJICS YTOBAPUBATh MEHS U CYJIUTh MHE pa3HbIe
nozjapku. Bmecto BcsKOro oreera, sl ONATh Hayal KpUyaTh M IPOMKO 3BaTh Marh. OTell MOBOpYaB
HEMHOTO, TUXOHBKO BBIILIEJ 32 IBEPb, IPUHEC CBEUY, 3aXKer €€ U NOCTaBUII Ha TOJIKY.

B 1O Bpems s1 ObUI, KOHEUHO, CJMIIIKOM MaJl JJisi KAaKMX-HUOYIb CEPbe3HBIX MBICJIEH, TI0 BIO-
CJIEJICTBUY MHE YacTO MTPUXOAWIT B TOJIIOBY BOIPOC O TOM, UTO JIOJKEH ObUT YyBCTBOBATH OTEII, CMOTPSI
Ha 3Ty ropsmiyio ceedy. EMy, MoxeT ObITh, TyMaJoch O TOM, YTO 3Ta CBeva ropesia Bech Beuep B
KOMHATe MaTepH, 4To e€ cadelolye ia3a N3MEHIWIN eid B TO BpeMsl, KOTr/Ja OHA IJIsiesia Ha T1aMst
3T0i1 camoii cBeun! M OH ycTpemJIsiyl I71a3a Ha OTOHb C BBIPAKEHUEM TaKOW TOCKH, TAKOTO Iopsl, KaKuX
sl HUKOra Oosibllie He BUIEN y Hero. S He 4yBCTBOBaJ HMYETO MOJOOHOTO; MHE XOTEJIOCh OfIHOTO,
4yTOOBI CBeYa OblTa TMOUIMHHEE, 51 OOSUICS, YTO STOT MaJIEHbKHIA CAJIbHBIA OTapOK CKOPO JOTOPHUT, U
OISATh 51 OCTAaHYCh B TEMHOTE C TEMH CTPALIHBIMUA MBICIISIMU, KOTOPBIE MPUIILIA MHE B T'OJIOBY I10CIIE
pacckasa oTua. A MexIy TeM U IpH CBeUYKe MHe ObUIO HEMHOTHMM JIy4llle: CBET e€ Majai MpsiMo Ha
HECYaCTHOT'O CHETHPSI, U s BIIOJIHE MOT Pa3IJIsIETh €r0 YepHYI0, IIapO0OPa3HyIo FOJIOBY, €r0 HIMPOKO
PaCKPBITHII KJIIOB, €0 OKOYEHEJIble HOTHU. 51 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO APOXKY OT CTpaxa IpH BUJIE ITOTO UyI0-
BUIIIA, U BCE-TAaKM HE MOT OTBECTH OT Hero r1a3. Ho BOT joropesiiiast cBeya Hauasa TpemaTh U BCIbI-
XUBaTh, s CIIeIall yCUIIMe Hajl cCOOOM, MOBEPHYJICS JIMLIOM K CTeHe U 3acHyJ1. [Ipocnalt s CiokoiHo 10
TeX TMOp, MOKa yTpoM B JI>KEHKMHCOBOW KOMHATE MOCJIBIIIAIOCH 3BSIKAHbE YaWHOU MOCY/IbI.
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I'nasa 111
IToxopoHbI

B nmepBoe Bpems mociie cMepTH Matepu s1 He 0COOEHHO Xkasiels 0 Heil. HanmpoTus, MHe Kutoch
O4YeHb XOpollo. Bce KeHIMHBI Halllero nepeysika, y3HaB, YTO sl CUpOTa, MOYYyBCTBOBAIM K MHE
HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE COCTPA/IaHKE M HEXKHOCTb. UyTh 51, OBIBAJIO, BBIXOIMJI U3 BOPOT, KaK CO BCEX CTOPOH
CIbIIanoch: «Bot uaer 6eaHblil kpomka IxxeMmu!» u, ipexae 4eM s JOXOIVJI JI0 BOASHON OOYKH,
JECATKY PyK yCIeBaJM MOMIAJUTh MEHs 10 TOJIOBKE, U Y MEHsI HaOMPaJIoCh CTOJIbKO KYCKOB ITy/IUHIA
1 xJieda ¢ MaToOKOM, YTO s C TPYJOM CheJlasl UX B LeJIblid leHb. He oqHMMU JTakoMCTBaM# yrouaiu
MeHs 100pble coceay. becnpectaHHO OcTaHABIMBAIM MEHS Ha YJIUIIE HE3HAKOMBIE JIIOAY M HAYMHAJIH
3a7aBaTh pa3Hble HYXKHbIE BOIPOCH], KIIOHUBILUECA K TOMY, YTOOBl 3aCTaBUTh MEHS pacIUIaKaThCs;
[IOTOM B yTEIlIEHUEe OHU JIaCKaJId MEHsl M JAapuid MHE MeJIKkhe MOHeThl. KapMaH MOMX MaseHbKUX
MIAHTAJIOH eJJBa MOI' BMeIllaTh MOU OOraTcTBa, M BCJAEACTBUE ITOTO 51 CAENANICS OYEHb PACTOUUTEIIb-
HbIMU B KoHAMTEpCKO# 3a yIriioM He ObUIO HU OHOTIO JIAKOMCTBA, KOTOPOro Obl 51 He MonpoOoBal.
KoHumioch Teme, 4TO Ha TPETHil JIeHb MOCNE CMEPTH MaTtepu s 3a00Je TaK CHJIBHO, YTO KO MHE
NpUBENN JOKTOpa. Bee roBopuiiy, uTo s nocnesyo 3a MaTepblo, U BceoOlllee yyacTie KO MHe, Hauu-
HaBIlee ObUIO 0c/IabeBaTh, BO3TOPAIOCh C HOBOH CHJIOM.

Matb Most ymepiia B ISATHUILY, @ TOXOPOHBI €€ Ha3HaYeHbl ObUT BO BTOPHUK. Bee 310 Bpems s
TaK peKo ObIBaJ AOMa, YTO COBCEM HE BHJaJl IPUIOTOBJIEHHI K NeYaIbHOW LIepeMOHUHU. I naxe He
HOYEBAJI JJOMa, TaK KaK MUCCUC YUHKILUII NIPEJOCTaBUIa B MO€ PACHOPSKEHUE JIIOJIbKY, B KOTOPOM
criasia ieMsiHHANA e€ Mapra, Korna Obiia peOeHKOM.

IToxoponsl B nepeyike PpaiiHrneH CripaBiIsyIuch OOBIKHOBEHHO OYE€Hb IPOCTO, 0e3 BCAKUX
3ateil. Tam Bce kuimm padbouue, TPYIOBbIe JIOOM, KOTOPIM HEKOrga ObUIO JKepPTBOBAThH MHOTO Bpe-
MEHU MOKOWHUKaM. Tpayp HOCHIIM OOBIKHOBEHHO TOJIBKO JKEHIIMHbI, MY KUMHBI € HE MEHSJIM CBOUX
(brraHeneBbIX M OyMa3eiHbIX KYPTOK, M €JTMHCTBEHHBIM 3HAKOM MX Ieyalii ObU1 KYCOK YEPHOr'o Kpera,
KOTOPBIM OHHM OOBSI3BIBAIN pyKaB. Bo Bpemsi cmepT Matepr oTell HocuJ1 OyMa3eiHyI0 KypTKY MbIIIH-
HOTO 1IBETa Y KPacHbIN IEHHBIN TUIATOK C TOMyOBIMU KpanMHKaMU; B TO IUIAThE OH M HAPSAWIICS
BO BTOPHUK YTPOM B KOMHaTe [IKEHKHMHCA, MOKa rpOOOBIIKK M €ro JIOAH XJIONoTaiu HaBepxy. Coo-
CTBEHHO JUIsI IOXOPOH OH KYNHUJI ce0e TOJIBKO Mapy HOBBIX IITHONET, a MHE (PYPaKKy C KO3BIPHKOM.
V3HaB, uTo 5 NoiiAy 3a rpodom, muctep Kpoyib, rpoOOBIIMK, B3sUT 3Ty (PYpakKy ¥ IIPUKOJION BOKPYT
JJIMHHBIA YepHBIH (hriar, CITyCKaBIIMIACS JI0 CAaMbIX MOMX ISTOK; Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, IPOXO/s
MHUMO MEHs 0[], BOPOTaMH, i€ s Yroliaji NpusTesNei ClaJkKuM MeYyeHbeM, OH YBHUJEN, YTO OIUH
MaJIbYMK HACTYIHJI HOTaMU Ha MOW JUTMHHBIN (by1ar, 3T0 OYeHb pacCcepauyIo yrPIOMOTro rpOOOBIIHKA,
OH JlaJ1 3aTPEeLIMHY MaJIbUMKy, OTYUCTUII TPsI3b ¢ hiara ¥ MOJKOJON €ro MOBBILLE.

3a rpoOoM JIOIKHBI ObUIM WATH: OTell, s, MUCCUC JIKEHKMHC ¢ peOeHKOM Ha pyKax (3amedy
KCTaTH, YTO MOCJIe TOrO Beuepa, KOraa MHE B IIEPBbIN pa3 MoKa3aJld MO0 MaJIEHbKYIO CECTPHULLY, sl HU
pasy He BujaJl e€) U YeTBepo npusTenei otia. Bee ObUIO yike roToBO, OUH 5 UI'paJl B IOABOPOTHE C
peOATHIIKAMY U He AyMaJl HU O KakoM rorpedenny. HakoHert, 3a MHO¥ MOCIIaiy OJHY COCEJIKY; OHa
yBU/ajia MEHs1, CXBaTHJIa Ha PYKHU U MOCIIEIIHO YHeCa.

— Upem, [IxuMmu, — roBOpHIIa OHa, — BCE COOPAJIUCH; TeOs] OJHOTO XKAYT.

JleficTBUTEIHHO, MOXOPOHHAS TIPOIIECCH s YKe BhIIUIA M3 1oMa Ne 19 U k/1ayia TOJNBKO, YTOOBI
s cTaj psAgoM ¢ otioM. Kinaaduiie crapoil mpuxoiCKoi LIEPKBY HAXOQMJIOCh HA PACCTOSIHUM KaKOM-
HHUOY/Ib TTOTYBEPCTHI OT HAIIIETo JOMa, HO TPOOOBIIMK C CBOMMU OJIECTSIIMMHU CarloraMu, HaMaceH-
HBIMU BOJIOCAMU M YEPHBIMU JIAWKOBBIMU I€PYATKAMU UMEJT TAKOW BUJI, TOUHO OH COOpaJiCs B Iy Th HA
uesblid AeHb. OH MEAJIEHHO I1eJT BIEepear, a 32 HUM JBUTAIUCh IOKPbIThIE HOCWIIKU. [I0JI)KHO OBITh,
s1 ObLT OYEHb IJIYTI JJIs1 CBOMX JIET, HO 51 HUKaK He MOT ceOe NPeICTaBUTh, YTO TAKOE JICKHUT Ha ITUX
HOCWJIKaX. $1 BUIET TOJBKO KaKyl0-TO CTPAHHYIO, YEPHYIO IITYKY; OJECTAIIYI0, KPaCUBYIO, OOLIUTYIO
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KpYyroM 0axpoMOii 1 MOJIBUTABIITYIOCS BIIEPE] HA BOCBMH HOTaX; y OJJHOM U3 3TUX HOT HA cariore Obljia
npopexa, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BHJHEJICS 1yJIOK.

— Yr0 370 Takoe, nana? — MernHy 5 OTILy.

— O 4eMm ThI cripalMBaelilb, MO MUJIbINA?

— Jla BOT 00 3TO¥ IITYKE C HOTaMH, Tara.

— II-m! D1o TBOSI MaTh, [kuvmu! TTomHwMIIb, s TeOe pacckaspiBan. OHU HECYT ee B SMY.

C 3THMH CJIOBaMU OH OITYCTWJI PYKY B KApMaH KYPTKHU U, BRIHYB U3 HEr'0 HOCOBOH IUIATOK, OTEp
ceOe raza.

JleHb ObLT SICHBI M COJTHEYHBIN; B OajaraHe, MUMO KOTOPOTO MbI MPOXOIUIIH, TIOKA3bIBAJIH
«UHJICWCKOT0 BOGHAYAJIbHUKA» U «BEJIMKAHIITY»; MHOKECTBO MOMX 3HAKOMBIX MaJbUMKOB M JIEBO-
yek Oexanu cMoTpeTh ux. [loroma Oblia oYeHb KapKas, TOJNMA Hapoga TEeCHWIA Hac ¢ OOKOB. DT
OBl ellie HUYero, Ho HoBas (pypaxkka ObUIa MHE BeJIMKa, — OTell Ky ee 6e3 MepKH, U OHa TIOUTH
COBCEM 3aKpblBajia MHe I1a3a. $1 mompoOoBaj CABUHYTH €€ Ha 3aThUIOK, HO TOrJa MOW TpaypHbIN
(brmar Havan BOJIOUUTHCS IO 3eMJIe, TaK YTO MUCCHC IKEHKMHC, Iemas c3aad MeHsl ¢ peOeHKOM
Ha pyKax, HaCTyIuJa Ha HerO HOTOH; OHA HaxJIoOyuraa MHe (hbypakKy COBCEM Ha HOC, U MHE CTaJIo
eme xyxe. [locie HECKOIbKMX MUHYT YHBIHUS 51 OCMENUIICS ellle pa3 MOABUHYTh (PypakKy Ha3all; HO
OHa OISITh HaXJIOOyurIa MHe ee ¢ BockmuanueM: «I'ocrionu! Urto 3a HecHOCHBIH pedeHok !» Tlocie
3TOro MHE OCTaBAJIOCh TOJILKO TIOKOPUThCs. HakoHeI, Mbl 01uIn 10 BOpOT Kiianouina. Bopota Obum
OTBOPEHBI, U IEPKOBHBIM CTOPOXK JKJIaJI HAC TIPU BXOze. MBI BOIILIM, BOCEMb HOT' C HOCHJIKAMH JJBH-
TaJIMCh ellle MeJJIeHHee MPEKHero. 3a HaMM TSAHYJACh 1iesas TOMa HapoAa, HO CTOPOXK BITYCTHII 32
orpagy TOJBKO TeX, Y KOro ObUT Kpel Ha pyKaBe. MBI MPOIUIY 1O JOBOJIBHO JJIMHHON JOPOXKE, C
00erX CTOPOH KOTOPOH BO3BBIIIAIMCH MOTHIIbHBIE TTAMSATHUKY, U BOILIH B IIepKOBb. Muccuc JIxeH-
KWMHC CHSJTa ¢ MeHsI (bypakKy | Iocajuiia MeHs Ha KaKylo-To ckaMelky. [lepeno MHO# Oblia BRICOKasT
CIIMHKA JIPYrOi CKaMeWKH, TaK UYTO 51 PEHIMTEIbHO HUYErO He MOT BUZIETh. Sl CIIBIIIAT YTO KaKue-TO
JBa TOJI0CA YUTAJIM WJIA TOBOPHIIM UTO-TO TIOOYEPETHO, HO HE TIOHMMAJ HU CJIOBA, M C HETEPIIEHUEM
KJaJ1 TIoKa OHM KOH4atT. HakoHell, OHM KOHYMIIM; YepHas OnecTsimas MTyKa Ha BOCbMHU HOTax JIBU-
HYJIaCh BOH U3 LIEPKBH, U MBI BCE TIOIIUIM 32 HEl, HO HE K TeM JIBEpsIM, uepe3 KOTOphIe BOIILIH, a K
ApYyrum, MajieHbKiM. [0 TeX Mmop st HUKOrJa He ObIBaJl B IEPKBU U ITOTOMY C JTIOOOITBITCTBOM OIJISIIbI-
BaJIcs 1o ctopoHam. OcoOEHHO 3aHsUT MeHsI OOJIbIIINE KOBPBI, pa30CTIaHHbIE IO MOy, U OJecTsIIue
TIOJICBEYHUKHU C XOPOUIEHbKIMHU OEIeHbKUMU CBEUYKaMU. VI3 IEpKBU MBI OTISATH MOIIUTH 110 JOPOXKKE,
a 3aTeM CBEpHY/IM B CTOPOHY, Ha OYeHb HEPOBHYIO MECTHOCTb, YCESTHHYIO IPUTOPKaMH, 10 KOTOPbIM
MHe OBUIO TaK TPYAHO MITH, YTO OTell B3s1 MeHs Ha pyku. Cujisl Ha ero pykax, s yBUEIN, YTO MbI
OCTaHOBWJIHCh TIOJ|JIe KaKOW-TO OOJIbINON siMbl. He3HaKOMBIN MHE UesloBeK, BeCh B O€JI0M, Hauasl YTo-
TO YUTaTh 10 KHUTE, a K HaM TOJOIILIH ellle KaKUX-TO YeThIpe YeIOBEeKa C IPSA3HBIMU PyKaMu M Tia-
ThEM, 3allaYKaHHBIM 3eMileil. OHU CHSUTM OMNECTSIIYI0 YEpHYIO INTYKY C TUIed HOCHIIBIIMKOB, OOBSI-
3aJIM ee MOJIOTHOM U OITYCTHJIM B OOJIBIIYIO SIMY.

Ternepp 1 TOJBKO TETIepb MOHSLT sI, YTO 3HAUUT: CMEPTh, TPOO U «HUKOTa»

JI71s1 0TI M /17151 BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX MaTh yMepJia ellie B ISITHUILY; BCE OHU 3HAJIM, YTO OHA JIEKUT B
rpo0y, 1 4TO OyAyT AesaTh C 3TUM IpodoM. 11t MeHs1 OHa yMUpajia IMEHHO Telepb, B 3Ty MUHYTY, U
sl CYUMTAJI TPS3HBIX MOTMIIBIIIUKOB €€ yOriamMu. Y MeHs ObUIO CTPAIIIHO TSDKENIO Ha CEPALIE; a MEK/Ly
TEeM $1 He MOT TUTakaTth. Kakue-T1o crpaHHble, CMyTHBIE MBIC/IA POWJIMCH B TOJIOBE MOEH U YIeP/KUBAJIH
MOM CJIE3Hl.

[TpounTaB MOJUTBBI, CBAIEHHHUK 3aKPbUI KHUTY U YIIIeJ, a 32 HUM monuty 1 Bce. Koraa mbl
COIILTHY ¢ Ky1aaouina, muctep Kpoynb cipocuit oTiia, He [ymMaeT Jid OH, UTO He ypPHO 3aiTH U BBIITUTD
M0 CTaKaHYMKy muBa. OTell OXOTHO COIJIACHJICS Ha 3TO, U BCSI KOMITAHUS BOIILIA B MEPBYIO PacIiu-
BOUHYI0. fl TOXe molies 3a APYTMMH, HO CKOPO MHE HaJ0eo CHIETh B AYIIHON KOMHATe, Iie OTell
HAYMHAJI CCOPUTHCS C OHUM U3 CBOMX 3HAKOMBIX; 51 CHSLT Kpel ¢ (bypakKu U TIOOeKal JJOMO.
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I'naBa IV
7KeHuHa, KOTOPOH Cy:K/I€HO
OLLIO caeJIaThCAa Moell Madexon

Ham nom B nepeyiike ®paiiHriieH Obul pa3ziesieH Ha MeJIKHe KBapTUPhI U OT/Ie/IbHbIE KOMHATHI.
Ha onHo# mutonaake ¢ HaMM kKuila ofHa upriaHaka, muccuc bépk. OHa Obula BIOBa: MyXk €€, Kpo-
BEJIBIIMK, YMEpP Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MecsIeB nocie cBaibobl. Muccrc Bépk Obuta Mooza, Becena, He
AypHa co0O0M, a MeXy TeM 51 TepreTb ee He Mor. OHa Bo30y:k/1a/la BO MHE OTBpallleHHe HE CBOUMMU
PBDKMMHM BOJIOCAMHM, XOTSI 51 TEPIIETh HE MOTY BOJIOC 3TOTO IIBETa, a TeM, 4To Obuta psdast. E€ pyku
¥ JILIO ObLIM ycesTHbI OeCUMCIICHHBIM MHOKECTBOM BECHYIIIEK; 51 BOOOpaKasl, YTO TU TaJKue, JKel-
ThIE IISITHA JIETKO MOXHO OTMBITh, & TaK Kak MUCCHC BEPK He OTMBIBaJIA UX, TO 51 CUUTAII €€ TPS3HOM
1 HeonpATHOI. TloaToMy 5 He comamascsa HM 3a 4TO CheCTb Kycka U3 e€ pyk. OHa Bceraa o4eHb
I1Ie/1pO Yrolajia MeHsl pa3HbIMHU JIAKOMCTBAMU, HO 51 OTKa3bIBAJICS OT €€ IyAMHIOB, FOBOPS, UTO CHIT,
a s10JIOKM €€ 5 eJl He MHaue, KaK Cpe3aB C HUX TOJCTHIH CJIOi Koku. Pa3 oHa gana MHe HEeCKOJIBKO
NeYeHbIX KapTodeanH. S Opocui1 UX MOJ JIECTHULLY U CHPATAJ B Kydy COpY.

— Y10, NOHpaBUJIKCh KAPTOLIKH, [KUMMH? — CLIpOCHIIa OHA Yepe3 HUCKOJIbKO MUHYT.

— la-c, oueHs, Onaroapio Bac, — OTBeYas si. A B 3Ty caMmylo MUHYTY BOIILIa B KOMHATY €€ KOIIKa
C KapTOUIKO# BO pTy. OHa BEPOSTHO BBHITAILMIIA 2 U3 COPY U ITPUHECIA TeNeph K CBOEH XO3SIMKHU.

C stux nop muccuc bEpk Her3moOmIa MeHsi. Berpevasich co MHOI, OHa Beerga cMOTpedia Ha
MEHsI OYeHb CEPAUTO U MHOT/IA JJaKe Ha3blBajla MEHs pa3HbIMU OpaHHbBIMU UMeHamu. C poauTeIsiMu
MOMMH OHA, HAaIlPOTHUB, ObUIA MOCTOSHHO OYEHb JI0OE3HA. DTO, BIPOYEM, U HEYAUBHUTEILHO: OTel]
BCer/ia /1aBaj el MHOTO Pa3HOU 3eJIeHU, TOBOPSI: «HEJNb3sl K€ HEe MIOMOYb OIMHOKOM JKEHIIUHE» .

Ity-To MUccuc BEpK 5 Harlles B Hallel KOMHaTe, KOTaa BO3BPATUJICS JOMOM C TOXOPOH MaTepH.
BbI10 yke mouTy coOBceM TEMHO; HUKTO HE BMJAJl, KaK s IPOLIEN MO MepeyyiKy U BO3BpaTUics Ha
JiecTHULLy. S He creln1 JOMOM, XOTsl He eJl C yTpa 1 ObUI MOPSIIOYHO rosiofieH. MHe cMyTHO Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO TEIlepb BCE B HAIlleld KOMHATE JIOJKHO OBITh ITPUBEJICHO B MPEXHUIA BUJI, HO S JAJIEKO He
ObLT yBepeH B 9TOM. f] 6e3 11yMy MpOoKpasICs 110 JIECTHULIE JI0 TUIOIAAKH HAILLETO 9TaXa U BHINJISIHYI
u3-3a yria. [Isepp Haieil KoMHaThl Oblla 3anepra NOoCJIeJHUE JHU, Telepb OHA CTOsJIA MOTYyOTKPHbI-
TO. $1 yBU/IeN yacTh CTEHBI Hallleld KOMHATHI M, CTPAHHOE JIEJI0, Ha 3TOI CTeHe OTpakasicsi CBET OrHs.
Hukorza B :xu3HM He 3a0y/y sl TOTO CTPAaHHOTO 4yBCTBa, KOTOPOE OBJIA/IENI0 MHOM B 3Ty MUHYTY. KTO
MOT 3aXe4yb OrOHb B Haileil komHare? KoHeuHo, MaThb, KTO ke Kpome He€? S Bcerga Bo3Bpauiasics
JOMOI1 B 9TO e BpeMsl, BIOBOJIb HAUTPABLIKChH Ha YJIMLIE, M 3aCTaBaJl MaTh B XJIOMOTaX OKOJIO MEYKH:
OHa MOJKJIaAblBajIa JPOB B OTOHb M TOTOBIJIA Y)KMH K IMPUXOAY OTIA. MOXeT ObITh, YepHbIE HOCUIIKH,
MOTWJIbHAS SIMA U BCE, YTO TaK YAMBIISIO MEHs B IOC/IEJHUE JHU, OObCHUTCS KAaKUM-HUOY/Ib CUacT-
JMBBIM oOpa3zoM? Bapyr, s yBUKY MaTh B KOMHaTe, Kak BHJEJ €€ NATh JHEH TOMY Ha3aj, Koraa
B MOCJIEAHUI pa3 BXoAWI ciofa BeuepoM? Bce 3TH MBICIM CMYTHO TOJNIMINCH B TOJIOBE MOEH, U A
MIOYYBCTBOBAJI KAKOE-TO PaJJOCTHOE BOJHEHUE. B 3TOM BOJHEHMU 1 OPOCUIICA K IBEPSM, HO MEUTHI
MOM B MHUT PaccCesuliCh: CKBO3b MOMYOTBOPEHHYIO ABEPh s yBUJIEJ HEOOJBIION KYCOK T0JIa Hallen
KOMHATBI, 5 3aMETHJI, YTO MOJI 3TOT HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YHCTO BBIMBIT, $1 YCJIbILIA CKPUIT KAYaIOLIErocs
CTyJIa ¥ )KEHCKOe IEHHUE; 51 cpasy y3Hall rosioc muccuc beépk. S nmpuorBopui ABephb U B3MJISIHYI B KOM-
Harty. [leficTBuTenpHO, 910 ObTa MHccuc BEpk. OHa cuaena y KaMMHa B YMCTOM, CUTLIEBOM ILIaThe, B
Haps/IHOM YeITyMKe, Kayajia Ha KOJIEHsIX MO0 MaJIeHbKYIO CeCTpy M yoatokuBana ee necHeil. Ha crone
OBUIT paccTaBlIeH YalHbIN IPHOOD, M 10 MEHsI JOHECCsI TPUATHBIN 3arax MmoakapeHHoro xjueba. B ator
IeHb BCE TaK 3aXJIONOTAIMCH C TOXOPOHAMH MaTepH 4UTO 51 OCTasICs 6e3 00ea M TOTOMY ObUIT CTPAIITHO
rojiofieH. «XOpoIIO MOECTh KAPEHOro XJeOla», — MEIbKHYJIO Y MeHsI B TOJI0OBE, HO MHE TOTYac ke
IIPEICTABUIIMCh BECHOBAThIE PYKU MHCCUC BEPK, M 51 pelu1, 4To He CTaHy ecThb XJ1e0a, 10 KOTOpOoro
OHa JJOTparuBajach, a Jydlle yiay U MoA0KLy OTIa Ha ABOpE.
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B a1y camyio MuHyTYy Komika Muccuc BEpk Bollula B KOMHATY, IIMPOKO PACTBOPUB JBEPb, U
MSyKHYJIa, TIOYYSIB CBOIO X0351iKy. Muccuc BEpk ormsHyaach Kpyrom, 4toObl y3HaTh, KTO OTBOPHUI
ABEpb, ¥ 3aMETUJIA MEHSI, TIPEKJIE YeM s yCIesl OTCKOYMTh Ha3a/l.

— AX, 370 Tl TOTyOUMK I>KMMMHU, — CKa3ajia OHA TAKMM JIACKOBBIM I'OJIOCOM, KaKOTO 51 HUKOT/1a
HE CJIBIXaJT OT He€: — BOMIM XKe CI0ofia, CAb K MeUeuke.

— He namo, MHe U 371eCh TEILIO.

— INonxo, Gyme yMHUIIEH, CaIUCh, TIeH Yail, Kak MaJICHbKHI KEHTJIIbMEH, — HACTauBaJla MECCHC
Bépk, MaHs MeHs K ceOe yKa3aTeIbHBIM TMaIbIIeM.

Sl He cMen OTKa3bIBAThCS M C YTPIOMBIM BUIOM BOIIes B KOMHATy. He ycrien st cnenarsb u mecTtu
IIaroB OT JIBEpeil, KaK yke packasuics B CBoel HeOnmarogqapHocTy K Muccuc bepk. [loOpas sxeHImmHa
BBIMbUIA ¥ BBIYMCTHIIA HAIIly KOMHATY TaK, 4TO MpesecTh. [leuka Oblia BBIMBITA, OYar BHIYUILECH, BMe-
CTO HAIlleld COTHYTOM KOYEPr U PiKaBOMW JIOMATKH JUIsl BHITpeOaHbsl yIiiel, KpacoBasics ONecCTSIIui,
Kak cepedpo, mpudop muccuc bépk. TTon ObIT BRIMBIT U TIOCHITIAH MEJIKMM ITECKOM, a Tiepe]] IeYKOon
ObLT pa30CTJIaH YMCTHIN KOBpUK. Harla rimHsHas rnocyaa crosiia Ha YaitHoM nogHoce Muccrc bepk;
YaiiHble JIOKEUKH, KPACUBO Pa3JIOKEHHBIE 10 YalllkaM, IPUHAJJIeKaIu Takke Muccuc bépk. Bmecto
KECTSTHOM KPYXKH, U3 KOTOPOH 1 OOBIKHOBEHHO TWJI Yaii, KpacoBasicss (papOpOoBbIi TOpITIOUEK C
30JI0TOW HAJMUCHIO: «Tofapok 3 TeHOpumka». B ropiouke Takxke Jiexkaa JOKeuka. DTOro Majio:
muccuc BEpk moduna paszHbie Oe3/1esKu, 1 B e€ KOMHaTe OblIa 1iesiast TIOJIKa, YCTaBIeHHAs! CTeKJISTH-
HBIMU U (papdOpOBBIMU BEIIMLIAMU CAMOU CTpaHHOW (POpPMBI. B uriciie 3Tux Bemul| noyeTHOe MeCTO
3aHuMasia papdopoBasi MacjaeHKa, paclicaHHas 3eJIeHOH, rolyOol M IyHIIOBOM KPAaCKOM, Terepb
9Ta camasl MacJieHKa CTOsila Ha Halllel MevKe C KAIKo 11 peOeHKa U Ka3ajach HeOOBIKHOBEHHO
KPaCUBOM, KOTJJa OrOHb UIpajl Ha €€ MeCTPOM y30pe.

— ['ne xe TBOM namna, [xxuvmMu? — ciipocuia Muccuc BEpk, cHumast ¢ MeHs pypaxky u 6epexHO
Belllasi ee Ha TBO3/Ib 3a JIBepblo. — OH ocTasicd Ha kiaagouie, [[xuvmu?

— Jla, HefaJIeKko OT KJIaa0uIIa.

— I'ne xe 310 Heaneko, ayiieHbKa?

— B pacniuBouHO#.

— OH BepHO mofolIeN K MPWIABKY BBIIUTh PIOMOYKY ¢ rops. beansiii yesnosek! He maub,
JlkumMMU (51 He TUIaKasl M He AyMaJl TJ1aKkaTh): OH HABEpHO cefvyac mpuiaeT JoMou!

— OH He NOIXOAWIT K TIPUJIABKY, OH CHIUT B KOMHATE C MOTMJIBIIMKAMH.

— A, oH Tam cuauT! — ckazasa Muccuc bEépk, MpUHUMAsICh JIacKaTh MO0 MaJIEHBKYIO CeCTpy. —
A d4ro, oH maakan Jxummmu?

— Her, on kypus TpyOKy U U BOAKY.

— A 1ebs on otocian qomou, [xummu? YTo ke OH TOBOPHUT?

— OH roBOpuJI OIHOMY YEJIOBEKY, UTO TOT, KTO CaXaeT U MPOJaeT CapKy, J0JKEH 3HATh KaK ee
HAa3bIBaTh JIy4llle, YeM TOT, KTO U3pe/IKa HIOXAET ee, IPOXOAs MUMO KyXMHUCTEPCKOM. [J0MKHO OBbITh,
OTell TOJEPETCsl C 3TUM YeJIOBEKOM; OH TOBOPHJI, UTO TOTOB pa3OMTh HOC BCSKOMY, KTO Ha3bIBaeT
BeIllM He TaK, KaK CJIe/yer.

— BepHo 3TOT YenoBek Ha3bIBaJ TBOETO OTIA KAKMMU-HUOY/Ib OOUIHBIMA UMEHAMU ?

— Her, on HUKaKMMU UMEHAMH He Ha3bIBaJI MaIly, OH TOJIBKO Ha3BaJl CHIAPXKy KaK-TO HE TaK.

Muiccuc BEpk HIUero He oTBevasia, HO IPUHSIIACH elle HeskHee JlacKaTh pedeHka. [lotom oHa
YJIOKWJIA CECTPULLY B MOCTEJIb, IIPUHEC/IA U3 CBOEW KOMHATHI MOJIOBYIO ILETKY, IOIMENa 301y, Ipo-
CBHITIABIIYIOCS] HA TIOJ, TIOTEp/ia CBOMM YMCTHIM (papTykoM (hapdOopoByi0 MacaeHKY U Apyrue Bell,
BBIIILJTa BOH, BHICYHYJIA TOJIOBY B IBEPb U OBICTPBIM B3IVISIIOM OKMHYJIa BCIO KOMHATY; 3aT€M MOJOIILIA
K MeYKe, MepeBUHYIa HEMHOXKO MACJIeHKY, TaK, YTOObl €€ BEeJIMKOJIeNe cpasy OpoCHIIOCh B I71a3a
BCSIKOMY, KTO BOWET B IBEPb. YOEAMBIINCH HAKOHEII, YTO BCE B MOPSIJIKE, OHA B3sLJIa CECTPY HA PYKH
U JJOJITO CTOsUIa C HeH Yy OKHa, cMOTps Ha ynuuy. Korma coBcem cremHesno, oHa OmycTuia OKOHHbIE
3aHABECKU Y MIOCTABHJIA CBEUKY B MEIHbIN MMOJICBEUHHK, ONECTAIINHI Kak 3epKao. JJomKHO ObITh, OHA
3aMeTuIIa, C KAaKUM YAWBJICHUEM 51 CMOTPEJT Ha TOT CUSIONININ MTOACBEYHHK.
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— Hayo BBIYMCTUTD 3Ty TPsI3HYIO IITYKY, ’KMMMU, — CKa3zaia OHa: — Thl IPUBBIK BUIETh €€
ropasjio uuiie, He npasja ju?

— Her, on y Hac HMKOrma He ObUT TAKUM YHCTBIM, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBEYAN 5. — DTO MPEIecTh
YTO 32 MMOJCBEYHHUK !

— Hy, Tak u ObITh, 3HAYNUT, MOKHO OCTaBUTh. Beib TBOU marma Takow ctporui, [ )kuMmu, oH,
NOoXayi, OyAeT He JOBOJIEH STOU I'PSA3HOM, CTApOi MACJIeHKOM !

— Kakon macnenkoi?

— [la Toii, KOTOpasi CTOUT Ha MEYKE C JAETCKOUN KallIKOW.

— DTa MacjieHKa He rpsi3Hasi. 37ech Bce YKUCTO, TONBKO. . .

— Yro takoe Tonbko? YUto 31ech He uncto? ['oBopu ckopeit! Hy xe!

Muiccuc BEpk mokpacHena OT rHEBa U IMTPOTOBOPHJIA 3TH CJIOBA OUYEHb CEPAUTHIM T'OJIOCOM. DTO
ObLI0, MOKET OBbITh, CYACTBEM JIJISI MEHSI: MHE T10 TJIYTIOCTHU MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE OBUIO YMCTO, UCKIIIO-
yasi e€ BECHOBATOTO JIMIA U PYK, U s cOOMpaJICsl cKazaTh el 910. E€ rHeB ucryraia MeHs, s CXUTPUJT
Y CKa3aJl CMUPEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Jla BOT 51 HE COBCEM YHCT, Y MEHsI pyKH T'PsI3HBIE.

SI ToTUac ke MoTyYrI1 HaKa3aHUe 3a CBOIO XUTPOCTh. Muccrc BEpk BCKpHUKHYIIA TaK, Kak Oy/ITO
HUKOI/IA B )KU3HH HE BHJAJIa IPSA3HBIX PYK (2 MO ObUIHM elre uMile, YeM OOBIKHOBEHHO), MOJIOKMIA
peOeHKa Ha ocTedb, B3sla MeHsI K ce0e B KOMHATY M TaM 33/1aJ1a MOeMY JIMITY ¥ PyKaM TaKylo CTUPKY
JKEJITHIM MBLJIOM U KECTKUM TTOJIOTEHIIEM, YTO Y MEHsI CJIe3bl BRICTYIIMJIM Ha 11a3ax. [locie aToro oHa
HaMa3ajia MO BOJIOCHI CBOEH ITOMA/ION, Tpruiecalia CBoei rpeOEHKOM 1 yCTpOrIIa MHE 110 3aBUTKY Ha
KaXJJOM BUCKe. 3aTeM, OIpaBUB MOH MEepPEeJHUK U TOsIC, OHA TIOCauIa MEHsI Ha CTYJ MOAJIe TIeUYKH
U CIIpOCHJIA:

— Xoyenib Tenepb NUTh Yaid, JKUMMU, M TIOIOK ST Tary?

S yxke JaBHO C JKaJHOCTHIO TMOIJISABIBAT HA Ky4y KYCOUKOB XJieOa, MOMKapeHHbIX B Macle.
[onox Myun MeHs1, HO OH He B COCTOSIHMM ObLT TOOAUTH MOETO MpeayOeskIeHrsI TPOTUB BECHOBA-
TBHIX PYK, KOTOpbIMU MuUccUC BEpK, koHeuHo, Opasia xJ1e0, pa3pe3as ero.

MoxeT ObITh, TIOIKAPUBAACH, XJIeO OUUCTUICA? MEJLKHYJIO Y MeHs B TojioBe? DTO Tak, HO
Be/lb OHA ero Maszasia MacjioM. A, BOT oT/imuHO! Bee maciio ¢ BepxHero Kycka cteksio BHU3. Eciu oHa
MPEAJIOKUT MHE Kycouek xJie0a, Aymal si, Bo3bMy BepxHui. Ho, K HecuacTbio, B Ty CaMylo MUHYTY,
KOTJa OHa CIPOCHJIA, XOUY JIM 51 TUTh Yail Ternepb, OHa CMaxHyJ/a KaKyl0-TO COPUHKY C MACJIeHKH, U
e€ BeCHOBaTasi pyKa JOTPOHYJIAch 10 KOPKU HAMEYEHHOTO MHOM KyCKa.

— Bnaronmapio Bac, 51 jryuiiie Mooy Namy, — POrOBOPHII 51 TPYCTHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

Muccuc Bépk 3annmanach OOBIKHOBEHHO Te€M, UTO IIMJIa MEIIKU JUIsl KapTodesis. YCIIbIIaB,
YTO 51 HE XOUY MUTh Yail Ternepb, OHA TOIILIA B CBOI0 KOMHATY Y ITPUHECIA OTTY/A TPY FOTOBBIX MEIIIKa
Y XOJICT JIJIs1 4YeTBepTOro. ['0ToBbIe MEIIKK OHA TOJIOKHUIIA HA CTYJ Bo3Jie cedsl, Hajesa epeJHUK U3
TOJICTOY TTAPYCHHBI, YTOOBI HE 3arlayKaTh CBOETO YUCTOTO CUTLIEBOTO IUIAThsI, U MPUHSLIACH 32 PadOTy.

He 3Hai0, cKOJIBKO BpeMeHU InjIa MUCCUC BEPK CBOW MEIOK, MOKHO OBbITh, OYEHb JIOJITO.
Cgeua cropesia Ha OOJIBIION KYCOK, @ MHE CTpPAIIHO 3aXOTeJIOCh CMaTh, M sI HAYaJl HEMUJIOCEPIHO
epomuTh cede Boockl. OHa pa3OpaHUIa MeHs 32 9TO CaMBbIM CePIUTHIM 00Pa3oM.

— Iloau ciona, MOPOCEHOK ! — 3aKpryvasa oHa: — AepPKU-Ka MHE JIydIlle CBEUKY, YeM XpareTh J1a
yecarb rOJIOBY.

Sl mopoten u crai aepkaTh CBevy, MOKa OHa JIOIIMJIA MEIIOK. B 3To BpeMs yrosibs meperopesu
1, OOpPYIIMBIIKCH, NIEPENavKaIi Ovar; MojxkapeHHbIN XJie® COBEPIIEHHO MPUTOpelT; KaKOW-TO YTroJieK
BIPYT BCIIBIXHYJ SIPKUM IIJIaMEHeM, KOTOpoe XBaTHIIO A0 (papdopoBOi MACIEHKU U 3aKOITHIIO €€.

— Yept BO3bMM Bce 3TH yau! — BCKpUuaia ¢ THeBoM Muccuc bépk, xBaras macienky. Cuau
31€Ch 14 KM, @ OH TaM TbSHCTBYET, KaK CBUHBS! YK MIMEHHO, KaK TOBOPSIT, HE CTOUT METaTh Oucep
nepesi CBUHbsIMU !
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Heckosbko MUHYT OHa Bopuasia, CepsCh IJIaBHOE Ha MEHsI, Kak OyITO st ObLJT BUHOBAT BO BCEX
e€ HEeMPUATHOCTSX, IOTOM BIPYT CIIOXBAaTHJIACh, 3arleia KaKylo-TO BECEITYIO TIECHIO U CKa3aJla CaMbIM
CITOKOMHBIM TOJIOCOM:

— He 6ena, [Ixuvmu, Ha cBeTe ObIBAIOT HECUYACTUS U TIOXYKE.

VCHOKOUBIIIUCH TAKUM 00Pa30M, OHA TIOTPABKJIa OTOHb, CTEpPJIa Caky ¢ MACJEHKH, TIepesIoKuia
KYCKH XJ1e0a, pUriiauiia MHE BOJIOCHI, TIOJIOKUIa OKOHYEHHBI MEIIOK K TPEM OCTaJIbHBIM U TIPH-
HAJIaCh IIUTH HOBI;II;'I. qa 3a11peMan, CHUI Ha CTyJIe, U MCHA pa36yI[I/UII/I TSAXKEIIBIC, HCBCprIC maruv oraa,
MTOJHUMABIIIETOCH TI0 JIECTHUIIE.

OH pacniaxHyJ1 ABEepb U BOIIIC] B KOMHATY.
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I'naBa V
Muccuc bépk yxaxkuBaer 3a MOUM OTIIOM

— INoxanyitre, muctep banuser! — ckazana muccrc BEpk caMbIM J1aCKOBBIM U JOOPOILYIIIHBIM
TOJIOCOM.

Orenl cenan TpU-4eThIpe 1ara 1o KOMHare, C yIUBJIEHUEM OIJIAbIBasACh KpyroM. OH, BUIUMO,
BBINIIT OOJIBIIE, YEM CIIEIOBAJIO, ¥ IO3TOMY (pypaskka ero Obljia CIIBUHYTA HA CTOPOHY; B OTHOM pyKe
OH JiepKaJl BA3aHKY JPOB, B Ipyroil peiOy.

— Bl npunim JoMoi paHbliie, Y4eM Mbl O3KM AN, U IOTOMY 3aCTaId MeHs 3a paboToi B Ballen
KOMHare... VI3BuHuUTE, NOXKaIyNCTa, 1 cenvac yuay.

C stumu cnoBamu Muccuc bEpk Bcrasla, OTOABHHYNIA K CTEHE TOT CTYJI, HA KOTOPOM JIEKaJIN
rOTOBBIE MEIIKH, ¥ TOT, HA KOTOPOM camMa CHJieJ1a, U OCTAHOBMJIACh CPE/IM KOMHATBI, 100pasi, IPUBET-
JMBas, Iepka HEOKOHYEHHYIO paboTy B pyKax.

Orenr GbUT COBEPILIEHHO OIIETIOMJIEH BceM, UTo BuAen. OH CMOTpe ¢ yIUBJIEHHEM TO Ha Mac-
JIEHKY, CTOSIBLIYIO Ha IMEYKe, TO Ha peOeHKa, OMPATHO YJIOKEHHOIO B MOCTEJIb, TO Ha MO KapEHHBIH
xJ1e0 1 Ha YaiiHbli mpudop. HakoHel oH omycTuiics Ha CTy:1, HOHYpHB TOJIOBY. [IpoBa pacKkaTUiIMCh
10 KOMHaTe, ¥ pbl0a, BBICKOJIb3HYB U3 PYK €ro0, yraja Ha MoJl.

— Bol BepHO He coBceM 310poBHI, [xxemc banuzer, — ¢ HeskHOM 3a00TIIMBOCTHIO CKa3asla MUCCHC
bépk. — BonHeHMs cerofiHAIHEro AHs pacCTPOMJIM Bac, OEHBIN Bbl YEIOBEK.

— Her, Het, 3TO He TO...

— Kak nHe 10? KoHeuHO TO, — BBl CO MHOM HE CTECHSIUTECH, 51 BE[b CaMa BCE 3TO MCIBITANIA, S
3HAIO, YTO BB JIOJDKHBI YyBCTBOBATb.

— Her, BbI He 3Haere! — HactanBas orell. — I ciofa e U gymall: Hy, Telepb Bce KOHUEHO, HE
Oyner y TeOs1 YIOTHOTO yrojika y MedkH, He OyleT roToBoro yxuHa. Komm 3axouenib checTb Kycouek
4yero-HuOy/Ib, TIOKYIAi ¥ ApOBa, ¥ BCSAKYIO TPHUITpaBy. BoT cMoTpute, s 1 Kymut.

Orenl BbIHYJI U3 KapMaHa KypTKH KaKyl0-TO ITPUIIPABY U3 MPSHOCTEN, MOJIOKWII €€ Ha CTON U
3arJIaKkall.

— INonHote, dxemc Bamuser! — Bckpruaia muccuc BEPK: — BbI JOOPBI YeTIOBEK, BbI JOJKHBI
e ObUIM MOLyMarTh, YTO B 9TOM JIOME JKMBET TaKOE e OJMHOKOE, HECYACTHOE CYILECTBO, KaK Bbl, 1
YTO 51 HE OCTABJIO ABYX OECIIOMOIIHBIX CHPOTOK !

— Bor 4 Bce 310 AyMalo, — MPOAOIIKAI KaJOOHBIM FOJIOCOM OTELl: — IPUXOKY JOMOH U 4TO ke
BIKY? By, 4TO BCe Tak XOpoIIo, Kak OyATO HUYEro U He CIIy4YMIIOCh, JakKe JIydIle.

OH npuHsAICA IIaKaTh €11e CUJIbHEE.

— He nymana g Bac Tak oropuutsb, Mucrep baimszer, — nedanbHbIM roJIoOcOM CKa3ajla MUCCHUC
Bépk: — mpaBo, He nymasa; N3BUHUTE MEHs, TOKAIYHICTa.

— Her, Her, 1 o4eHb XOPOLLO 3HAIO, YTO BbI HE XOTEIM OropyaTh MeHs! — BCKpU4as OTell: — y
Bac 30JI0TOE CepALE, S BCEra 3TO AyMall, a TENEPD S B TOM yYBEPEH.

— He npukaxwure 11 yero-uuoyap, muctep baamser, — CMEPEHHBIM IOJIOCOM CHPOCHIIa MUCCHC
Bbépk: — He HaymTh 11 BaM 4Yato? i He XOTUTE JIM, 1 CXOKY B CBOIO KOMHATy M U3Kaplo BaM KyCOUYeK
PpbIObI?

— Her, 6maronapio Bac, — Bce elrie e4aabHbIM FOJIOCOM IIPOrOBOPUIT OTELL: — s HE XOUY €CTb.

— Hy, ecitn Bam uto-HMOYIb MOHATOOKUTCS, KJIMKHUTE MEHs], — CKa3ajia Muccuc bEpk, Harpas-
JIAACh K CBOEN KOMHaTte.

— Bbl 10 cBOMM A€71aM yXoauTe? — CIIPOCKII OTELL.

— 4 yxoxy, 4T0OBI HE OECIOKOUTH BaC.

— Tak yx goBepmmTe Ballli MMJIOCTH, OCTAaHBTECH HAITUTBCS C HAMU Yalo.

Muccuc BEpk ycTynuia eJaHuio OTLA U MPUABUHYJIA ce0e CTYI K CTOTy.
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— Brol mobute cnanko, Ixemc? Tak He Oyner MHOTO?

— He Gecniokoiitech, moxaiyiicta, 000 MHe, HAJIMBaiTe ceOe, — BEKJIMBO OTBEUYAT OTeIl.

— INomwunyiite, uTo 3a 6ecnokoicTBo! — Muccrc BEépk momokuia B Yaliky KyCok caxapy, pas-
Melana, OTBeJaIa yai; MoToM MproaBuIIa elle caxapy 1 MpoTsIHY/Ia YaIlIKy OTILy.

Orery ¢ GrarofapHOCTBIO MOCMOTPENT HA Hee W TIOTSHYJICS 32 MOIKAPEHHBIM XJIE00M.

— AX, 4t0 BHI! — BcKpruaia muccuc BEpk, oTHUMas y OTIa B3ATYI0 UM TaPTUHKY, He Oepute
BEPXHErO JIOMTSI, OH JKapwiicsi OOJbIlie Yaca U BeCh Cropes, MO3BOJIbTE, s1 BaM BHIOEPY KyCOYEK
NoMsITYe U TIOKUPHEe.

— MpuI coBcem m3banyemcst, Jxummu, ecim Hac OyAyT BCerja Tak yromarb, — 3aMETHJ MHE
OTell, Kycasi TIOJaHHbIA eMy JIOMOTb.

— OtonBuHb CTY NoAaibiie, [IKuMMu, — ckazasia Muccuc BEpK, He 3aciIoHsIi OrHsl, MYCTh rare
OyzeT Teruiee.

— MHe oueHb Xxopo1io, 61aroapio Bac, — pOrOBOPUJI OTEIL: — 10 TIPaB/Ie CKa3aTh, JIyulile ObLIO
Obl, e Obl OrOHb HE TaK CHJIBHO TIOIOIPEBaJl MHE HOTH, a TO HOBBIE CAIlOTH TECHBI, a OT JKapy OHU
cTaHyT ere TecHee. Hano Obl CHATH UX.

— Tax 3auem xe geno crano? [IKUMMHU, 4TO ke Thl HE IPUCTYKUIIb OTLY? CHUMHU eMy canoru
Y TIPUHECH JIOMalTHUE TyIu.

— Tycdm! — co cmexom Bckpuuan otell: — Kakue Tam Tygu! Bel 000 MHe roBopuTe, Kak 0O
KakoM-HUOyIb Ooraue!

— Heyxemu Bbl He HocuTe Tydenb? — cripocuiia Muccuc BEpK ¢ TakuM yauMBIIEHUEM, TOUYHO
OyIITO OTell CKa3aJl eif, 9TO OH XOOUT He Ha HOTax, a Ha JepeBsIIKax.

— Huxkorna B xu3nu He Hocwi! [ie sxe MHe, TakoMy TpyOOMy MaJloMy, IETONsATh B Ty(Isx !

— Jla kak xe MoxHO Oe3 nomamHuX Tydenb? Bl MeHs mpocto ymusisiere, Ixemc! Ber,
KOHEYHO, 3aHUMAeTeCh IPyObIM, TTPOCTHIM JIEJIOM, YTOOBI YECTHBIM TPYZOM 3apadoTaTh ceOe MpOoIu-
TaHUe, HO 9TO HUYEro He 3HauMT. Y ceOs JoMa KaxX[blid YelIOBEeK IKEHTIbMEH, U Kaxaas Aoopas
’KEHa JIOJI’KHAa CMOTPETh Ha CBOEro Myka c yBaxeHueM. CHUMai narne canoru. [J>kummu, Mol ceiyac
o0yeM ero HOTH TMOYyIOTHee.

INoka s1 cTacKMBaJT TSKENbIE CATllory ¢ HOT 0TI, MUCCHC BEpPK yIia B CBOIO KOMHATY U Yepe3
MUHYTY BEpHYJIaCh Ha3ajl, HECSl B pyKax Mapy OTJIMYHBIX Ty(eab U3 TOHKOW KOXH Ha TErIon Mof-
KJIQJIKE.

— D10 Ty MOero 106poro, MOKOHHOrO MyXka, IAPCTBO eMy HeOecHoe! — cKa3ajia MUCCHC
Bépk. — M3BuHuUTE, 4TO 51 BaM IpeAJiaraio Takoe crapbe, mucrep banuzer!

Ona norpena Tyu niepes; NeYKor M 3aTeM Hajiesla X Ha HOTM OTLA.

— Wb, Kak Xopomo! HOTM TOYHO B OapxaTe! — ¢ HaCIaXAeHWEM 3aMeTHJ oTell. A — Bellb
J0pOTro, TOJIKHO OBITh, CTOAT Takue Tyuu! Heyxkenu Bbl X KyNUIM U3 3apaOOTKOB BaIllero Myxa?

— Hy, Her, 310 ObUIO OBI TPYAHO, — 3acMesiiachk MUccUC BEPK: — 51 Kynua X Ha CBOM COOCTBEH-
HbIe 3apa0O0TKH, OTKJIAJbIBas 11O TIEHHH, TI0 [IBa B JICHb.

— MoxeT 1 3T0 OBITh! — BCKpHYA OTell, C YAUBJICHUEM TSI Ha MUCCHC BEpK.

— Ortuero xe HeT? My paGoTast 7151 MEHsI C yTpa 10 HOYH, TaK U 51 JA0JDKHA OblIa TPYIUTHCS
1151 HeTo.

Orter; HIYETO HEe OTBEYAJI, HO OH IPUCTATILHO CMOTpes Ha MUuccuc BEpK, BUAMMO yIuBISIACH €.

— JIXUMMH, — CKa3aJl OH MHE TOCjIe HECKOJIbKMX MUHYT MONTYaHbs: — HAM Tereph XOPOIIIO,
HaJI0 cTaparbCsi, YTOOBI M Beerja Takxke Obuto. [loMHuIb, yTo Tebe cka3ai JOKTOp B Ty HOUb? Bynp
JOOPBHIM MAJTBUYMKOM, CITyIIafcs Muccuc bepk.

— OH MHe He TOBOPWJI, UTO HAJIO CIyIIaThesl Muccuc BEpK, — BO3pasuil s, — OH TOBOPUIL. . .

— He B ToM 11e710, 4TO OH TOBOPWIT; THI JOJIKEH CIIyIIATh TO, YTO 51 TeOe TOBOPIO, U HE CMETh
paccykaarh, — mepeOuI oTell, HaXMYPHUBIIHCh.

— Boxe Mmoii, 1a oH U 0e3 TOro MoCIyIIHBIA, — BMemanach muccuc bépk. — Kymmaii xeo,
AylleHbKa, — MpUOaBUIIa OHa, TepeiaBasi MHE KYCOK MOKapeHHOro XJieda.
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Sl nomxeH ObUT €CTh, TAK KaK OHA MPUCTAJIBHO IJIs/IeNIa Ha MEHs.

— A BaM MHOTO ObIJIO pabOTHI, — 3aMETHJI OTEII: — BBl TYT M C PEOSTUIIIKAMY BO3UJIVChH, U KOM-
Hary npuOpanm!

— D, IOMIITyITe, Kakas 3To paboTa, 9TO CKOpel yaoBoibcTBUe. CamMu OCyquTe, MHOTO JTU MHE
OBbLJIO C HUMU BO3HU; IOCMOTPUTE, KaKUe 1 MEIIKH CIIMJIa CETOJHS BEYePOM I10 YEThIPE C TIOJIOBUHOM
MEHHM 3a IITYKY!

— Kak, BbI Bce 371eCh BRIYMCTHIIM A €11 CIITUJIN BCe 9TH MEITKU! — BCKpUYAJ OTell, IePecurThI-
Basi MEIIKH. — Bbl BeIpaboTaM BOCEMHAIIATh TIEHCOB, MPUCMOTPEIH 32 IBYMSI IETHMHU U BHIUUCTUIIN
KOMHary, Bce B oiuH Beuep! Bbl HEOOBIKHOBEHHAsI XKeHIITMHA !

— U HUCKOJBKO Jjake He TOPOIUIach, MeHs1 pabOTOM He ucmyraTh, Muctep bammzer!

Omna roBopuJa Herpapy. 51 oueHb XOPOIIIO MOMHIJT, YTO OHA MIPUHECIIA U3 CBOEH KOMHATHI TPU
y’ke COBCEM TOTOBbIe MelKa. Jlymasi, 9To OHa IMPOCTO OMIHMOIACh, ST OTKPBUT POT, YTOOBI MOMPABUTh
ee, HO OHa IMoKayasia rojloBoM M HaXMYpPHJIach CaMbIM BbIpa3uTeIbHBIM 00pazoM. Bripouewm, st ee He
Oos1ICsT; OHA He cMena OUTh MEHsI MU OTIIe, a MHE XOTeJIOCh OTOMCTHTH € 3a TO, YTO OHA MEHS
OpaHWJIa ¥ 3aCTaBJIsIa JIepXKaTh )it ceOst CBedy.

— Kakas BblI y)xacHasi Beigymiuia, Muccuc beépk! — ckazain s1, mogsurasich mooJKe K OTILy.

Ona nmocMoTpesia Ha MeHsI C TaKOH 3710001, UTO J1axke CKOCHJIA IJ1a3a.

— 3T0 4YTO Takoe? — CIPOCKJI OTell, KPyTO MOBOPAYUBASICh KO MHE.

— OHa BeIAyMINUIIA, — MYKECTBEHHO TTOBTOPUIT S1.

— Yt0 Takoe «oHa»? Koro Thl Ha3bIBaellb «OHa», MaJleHbKUi rpyousiH? C Kako cTaTé Ha3bl-
Baelllb Thl MUCCUC BEPK BbITyMILIUTICH ?

$1 3ameTH1, YTO OH B3SUICS 32 PEMEHHBIH MOSIC, U CTPYCHJL.

— Ax, 'ocniony, 1a He cepauTech Ha Hero, [lkemc, — OnsATh 3aCTyNUIach 3a MeHs1 Muccuc bEpk:
— OH 3TO CKazaJs 6e3 BCSIKOTo JYPHOTO YMBIC/IA, OH MPOCTO BCTIOMHMII, KaKHE CKa3KH 51 eMy paccKa-
3bIBaJIa, YTOOBI OH HE 3aCHYJI JIO BaIllero MPUXO/a, OTTOTO OH M Ha3BaJl MEHSI BBITYMIIIHIICH !

— A, BOT OHO uTO! A s yMaJ1, 3TOT jJypajiell TOBOPUT MPO MEIIKH, YTO Y BaC CUET He BEpPEH:
70 3TOrO HU MHE, HU €My HeT JeJa.

— Jlo mpaBbl BCAKOMY €CTb J1eN10, xemc, — Bo3pasuia Muccuc bepk.

3aTem OHa oOpaTuiach KO MHE M CKa3asa, MOAMUTUBAsS MHE I1a30M.

— Cmotpw, rony6urk JIKUMMHU, 371eCh YeThIpe MEIKa; CKaXH Marie, CKOJIBKO 5 CIIHJIA, TIOKA Th
TYT CUJIE U CMOTpEJl Ha MeHs?

Uro mHe ObUIO fenarh? OTer BUAUMO Bepuil eil Oosbiiie, YeM MHe. 1 HuKorga He mpoOoBal
€ro peMHsI, HO sl BUJQJI, KaKUe TsoKeJIble yIapbl OH HAHOCKIT MaTepPH.

— YersIpe-c, — OTBETUI 4.

— Hy, kKoHeuHO, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3asia Muccuc beépk: — uto npasja, To mpasja.

U oHa mana MHe OOJBINON KyCOK caxapy!

Dro ObUIa MOSI TIepBast JIOKb, U OHA MPHUBEJIA K OYeHb IPYCTHBIM TMOCIEACTBUAM. MBIC/b, 4TO
muccrc BEépk mMokeT 3apaboTaTh B OIMH Beyep BOCEMHA/IIATh MIEHCOB, TPOU3BENIa CHJIbHOE BIIEYAT-
JIeHWE Ha OTIIa, U 51 ABUJICS YYACTHUKOM HU3KOTO TUTyTOBCTBA.

Kpuk moeii ManeHbKOI cecTpbl MOJIOKUI KOHEI pa3roBopy o Memikax. Muccuc bépk B3siia
MAJTIOTKY Ha PYKH ¥ Hadajla KOPMUTB €€ KaIllKO! U3 BEeJIMKOJISTTHOW MacJIeHKH, 11eJI0BaTh M Ha3bIBaTh
CaMbIMU HEKHBIMU UMeHaMu. OTel HECKOJIbKO MUHYT C YMUJIEHEM CMOTPEIT Ha 3TH JIACKH, HO COH
071071eT €ro, ¥ OH CKOPO 3apeMall Ha cBoeM cryie. HakopMuB cecTpy, OHa yHeclna ee K cede B KOM-
HaTy, 3aTeM BEepHYJach K HaM U MPUHSJIACh YOMpaTh YalHYIO MOCYLy. 3BsIKaHbe YallleK pa3Oyanio
oTLA.

— B xotopoMm yacy Bcraete Bbl OOBIKHOBEHHO, MuUcTep bammser? — crnipocmia muccuc BEpk,
BUJIS, YTO OTEIl OTKPBLT I71a3a: — 51 Obl XOTeJIa IPUTOTOBUTH BaM Yail.

—Yaii? 9x, l'ocionu! 4 u Ha pbiHKe No3aBTpakaio!

— C kakott e 310 cratu? He jtydriie i checTh Kycouek y ceOst IoMa, 4eM Ha PhIHKE, B TOJIKOTHE.
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— OHo myure-to sgyymie! Jla 1e10 B TOM, YTO sl YXOXY U3 JJOMY B MSITh YaCOB, 3TO CJMIIKOM
paHo! — BO3pasuJ OTell.

— Yro e Takoe, 4to paHo? Heyskenu motomy, 4To Bbl OCTIUCH OAMHOKKAM BJOBIIOM, BaM UATH
Ha PBIHOK, HE COrPeBIIUCh YaIIKOi Terioro. Jla s cunrana Obl ceOsi APSTHHOW KEHIIMHOM, e Obl
HE IIPUrOTOBMJIA BaM BCe, KaK CJIe/IyeT, He TOJIbKO K MSTH, a Jaxe K Tpem yacam! CroKOMHON HOYH,
muctep banuzer!

Ha npyroii 1eHb, B MOJIOBUHE MATOrO yTpa Muccuc BEpK yke cTydasa B Hallly JBEph, OObSIBIISIS
OTIY, YTO y He€ TOTOB KMITSITOK M KYCOK kapeHou peiObl. He ycrien oter; oneThesi, Kak OHa YKe OISITh
nojg0esxasa K HallluM JIBEPSIM.

— W3BunuTe, Muctep banuser, — mMporoBopuia OHa JIACKOBBIM TOJIOCOM: — sI CeYac TOJIBKO
BCTMIOMHMJIA, YTO OCTaBWJIAa UTOJIKY B Balllell KOMHATE, & MHE yKaCHO XOUEeTCsl CKOped MPUHSATHCS 32
padory.

— CT0 NIeT MPOKUBEIlb, TAKOW KEHIIMHBI HE BCTPETHUIIIL! — BIIOJIrOJIoca MpoOOpMOTa OTell.
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I'nmaBa VI
Mos HoBast maTh. f mouy4aro moJie3Hoe cBeJeHue
U3 pa3roBopa oTna ¢ OJAHUM IpuATeJeM

VxaxuBaHbsl MUCcUC BEPK 3a OTLIOM KOHUMIIMCH TEM, UTO OH XeHUJIcA Ha Hell. He 3Hato, yepes
CKOJIBKO MECSILIEB MOCJIE CMEPTH MaTepH CIIyYUJIOCh 9TO, HO, BEPOSTHO, MECALIEB YEPE3 CEMb-BOCEMb,
TaK Kak Mos cectpa [lonm crana yxke JI0BOJIBHO OONBIIMM PeOSHKOM, U 51 C TPYIOM MOT IIPOHECTH
ee OT OJIHOTO KOHIIa NepeyJika JJo Ipyroro. 3a Bce 3TO BpeMs B MOMX UyBCTBaxX K Muccuc bépk npo-
n30ILIa HeOonbIas nepemMeHa. [Ipexne s TOMBKO He JIIoOWI e€, Tereps 5 cTajl ee HeHaBuAeTb. OHa
IUIATUJIA MHE TEM e, U, He CTECHSISICh, BBICKa3bIBaJa CBOM UYBCTBA. B miepBoe e yTpo nocie noxo-
POH MaTepu, OHA MPUTAHYJIA MEHS K CTYJIy, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIENA, U CKa3ajia 3JI00HBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— Iloau-ka ciozia, romyOuuK, Thl IOMHHIIIb, KAKYIO IITYKY Thl 4yTh HE CHI'PaJl CO MHOM CBOEH
OonTOBHEM?

Ona HameKaJ1a Ha BUEpaIlIHUIA pa3roBop O MelIKax. S HuJero He OTBevas, HO OHA BUAENA, YTO
s IOHMMAIO, O YeM UJET JeJ0.

— T gyman, 4to npu OTLIE MEHS He4ero OOAThCSA, Thl lyMaJl UCIyraTh MEHs CBOed OONTIIMBO-
creio? Chymaid, 4To s Te0e roBoplo, 3MeeHbI! § Teds UCIpaBIIIo0 TaK, YTO Thl Y MEHs IIEJIKOBbINA
Oyners! f Oymy OGecripecTaHHO CMOTPETh 3a TOOOM, TH KycKa XJ1eba He chelllb 6e3 Moero cripocy! 1
€CJIM THI MMKHEIIb [P0 MEeHsI YTO-HUOY/b OTILY, 51 TeOs TaK OT/epy, YTO 4y/o!

4l BMOe, 9TO MHE He 101 CUITy OOPOTHCS C TAKMM HENPHSITENIEM M, MOJTJa, oKopuiics. S ucnon-
HSUT BCe TPUKa3aHusi MUCCUC BEPK, s1 CBATO XpaHWII Bce € TalHBI, s1 HIYEro He jienal 6e3 e€ Mo3Bo-
neHus1. Bee 310 HUCKOMBKO He cMsrdano ee. Llenblii feHb MOpuia OHa MeHs Kakoi-HUOYJb paOOTO.
Korga [onmm He cnana, s JOJkeH ObUT HAHYMTBCA C Hel, KOrJja OHa 3achilajia, MeHs MOChUIAIN 32
YyeM-HUOY/Ib B JIABKY, UJIM 3aCTABIsUIM YOUPaTh KOMHATY, UM JaBaJId MHE BOIIUTh HUTKHU, KOTOPBIMU
muccuc bepk mma Memku. B nenbiii qeHs y MeHs1 He ObUIo cBOOOOHOW MUHYTKH. M 3a Bce Mo
TPyl MeHs Jake He KopMuid. OTell 1aBajl Kax/10e yTpo JIeHbI'M Ha X035HcTBO Muccuc bepk, a oHa
Tpariia ux cebe Ha BOAKy. UTOOBI OTell He y3HaJ 3TOro, OHa MOChUIaJIa MEHsI TIOKYNaTh Ha MEHU
KOCTEl M paccKasbiBajla OTILY, YTO 3TO OCTATKM HalIMX 00e10B. Pa3, MoOMHI0, s KynuI1 eil OrpoMHYyI0
KOCTB 13 Obl4aubero pebpa, KoTopasi BOBCE He TOAMIIACH TSI 3aMbIIIsIeMOro elo oOMaHa. OHa ykacHO
paccepauiiach, yaapuia MeHs 3TOM KOCTBIO IO IOJIOBE M MOcjajia MpoJaBaTh e 3a MoirneHu. 5 Obli
CTPAIIIHO TOJOAEH, M KyCKU Msica, IPWIUIIINE K KOCTH, Ka3aJUCh MHE OY€Hb COONA3HUTEIbHBIMMU,
XOT$S1 OHUA COBCEM ChEKUIIMCh U TIOUEPHEIH; 51 TONTPOCKIT TIO3BOJIEHUS OO PhI3Th UX, HO OHA U TOTO He
no3Boymia. Eii camoii 6bu10 Hy’KHO MaJjIo IHIIH: BOJKA 3aMeHsIIa ISl He€ BCAKYIO efly.

Oma 1axe BMeIIMBajach He B CBOE 1710, YTOObI JIMIIUTL MeHs nuiuy. OTily Beerga Obuio npu-
TOTOBJICHO K Y)KMHY Kakoe-HHOYb ropsiuee KyIllaHbe, a TaK Kak sl O4eHb YacTo OT 3aBTPaKa [0 yKMHA
HE eJ1 HH4ero, KpoMe KOpKH XJie0a, TO MHe CHIIbHO XOTeJIOCh ITOTyYHMTh OT Hero nofgavky. Ecim muccrc
Bépk Buena, 4yTo oTell JaeT MHe YTO-HUOYAb CO CBOEH TapesIKi, OHA TOTYAC e BCTYNaslach B JIENO:

— Ax, boxe moii, JIxemc, — roBopuia OHa, — MOKaJIyHCTa, HE KOPMHUTE peOeHKa: OH MpaBo
obbectest u 3abomeet! OH 0YeHb JOOPBIN MaIbuiK, HO Y/KACHO JKa/IHBIIA: CErofHs 3a 00e0M 5 TpH
pasa HakJIa/(pIBajla eMy TaKMe OrpPOMHBIE IOPIMY BapeHOi OApaHWHBI, YTO XBAaTUIIO OBl Ha JBYX !

— DKUM Herogan! — cepauTo 3aMedai oTell. — A BEpTUTCA TYT JJa CMOTPUT MHE B POT, TOYHO
He en uenyio Hegemo! [lomren cnarp, 06:xopa, MOKa He OUT.

Sl noxwuics cnaTk ¢ MyCTHIM XKEJTYIKOM, He CMesl IIPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA B CBOE OIPABIAHME.

Pa3 muccue bépk crirpana co MHOI 0coOeHHO rafkyio mTyKy. K Heil mpuiiuia B rocTu Kakas-
TO JKEHILMHA, 1 OHM BMECTe IPOIWJIM BCe AEHBIU, KOTOpbIE OTel] OCTaBWII Ha o0el 1 yxuH. Korga
rocThsl yluIa, Muccuc BEpK, MpOTpe3BUBLIMCH HECKOJIBbKO, Havasla TpycuTb. Hamo Obuto OTKyna-
HHUOY/b JOCTATh JICHET OTIy Ha y)KUH; HO OTKyAa? — Bce e€ Belll, 1ake BeJIMKoyenHas papdopoBast
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MacJieHKa, ObUTH JIABHO 3aJI0KEHBI; HU JICHET, HH MTPUIIACOB el HUKTO He JaBasl B goiar. OHa Kyaa-To
yIIUIa U3 KOMHATBI, TIOTOM BEpPHYJIACh Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B CHJILHOM YHBIHUY 1 Havasia TUlakaTh
Y IPUYUTATh CAMbIM XKaJTOOHBIM 00OPa3OM.

— bennas s1, HecyacTHasi, YTo MHe jienath! — pbiaina oHa. — CKopo npuaeT AOMOW TBOH Mara,
roiyourk JIKMMMHU, U s He MOTY IPUTOTOBHUTH €MY YXKUH, M OH 10 cMepTH n300beT MeHs1! HecuacTHast
41, OOUHOKA XKEHIIUHA!

Sl He Mor paBHOAYIIHO BUETH Clie3, HE MOT BBIEPXKATh Ha3BaHWS «TOMYOUMK J[KuMMU»;
s OJIOIIENT K MuccHC BEpK, 51 cTapasicst yTelmTh ee U CIIpaliviBall, He MOTY JId YeM-HHUOYIb ITOMOYb
ein?

— OTO THI TaK TOJILKO TOBOPUIIIb, [IKUMMHU, — 5KaJIOOHBIM TOJIOCOM IPOTOBOPHJIA OHA, — & yMa-
elb coBceM apyroe. Jla v mpaBaa, Thl He MOXKEIIb MeHS KaJeTh, TOTOMY UTO 5 BCerja JypHO o0pa-
manack ¢ Tooou! OX, yxk TOMbKO Obl MHHOBaJIA 3Ta Oefia, s1 Obl MmajiblieM TeOst HUKOrja He TPOHyIa!

CMmupeHHOe packastHue Muccuc Bepk errie OoJbIie pacTporayio MeHsl.

— Bbl MHe ckaxuTe TOJBKO, YeM BaM TIOMOYb, — 51 Bce cesai0! — ¢ kapoM YBepsiI 51, CXBaThIBasI
€€ BECHOBATYIO PYKY.

— [ToMOYb-TO MHE, KOHEYHO, MOXKHO, MUJIBIA [[KMMMH, TOJTBKO MHE HE XOUeTCs IIPOCUThH TeOs
00 3ToM. BoT Tebe, roiyOurK, moaTopa neHca, TpaTh ux cede, Kak XOuelllb.

[Menpocts muccrc BEpk coBceM oleIoMuIa MeHsl, ¥ s CTaJl elrie OOJIbIIIEe yIPaITuBaTh ee CKa-
3aTh MHE, KaK ITOMOYb €.

— Jla BUIuUIIb JIK, AyIIEHbKA, — IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA, HAKOHEII: — Thl ObI MOT' CKa3aTh Mare, 4To
s Te0s TocJIayia KyImUTh Ha TIeHU aHUCOBOTO CEMEHU ISl peOeHKa, M UTO Thl TIOTEePsiT IeHbI'u. Beb
9TO HEe TPYAHO, ToMyourK [[xumMmu?

— A Kak oTell TPUKOJIOTUT MeHS 32 3T0?

— IMomnxo, apyxok! Kak xe 31o MoxHO? — Belb 1 Oyy TyT! S ckaxy OTiry, 4To Ha TeOst HajleTe
OO0JIBIIION POTO3e U TONKHYJ TeOs1, YTO Thl HM B YeM He BuHoBaT! OH He cTaHeT TeOs Outh, Oyab B
9TOM yBepeH! A Teriepb MOy, MOTYJIsiA, KyIu cede, 4ero Xo4elllb, Ha CBOM TOJITopa IeHca.

Sl ymen, XoTs Ha AyIie y MeHst ObUJIO HECTIOKOMHO, U BJIOBOJIb HATYJISUICA. I HAPOYHO HE TOPO-
TTWJICS BO3BPAIAThCS JOMOM, YTOOB MUCCUC BEpK ycriena 10 MeHs paccka3aTh OTITYy HCTOPHIO O TOTe-
PAHHBIX JICHbIaX.

He 3Ha10, MHOTMM J1 paHbIlie MeHsI BEPHYJICSI JOMOW OTell, HO KOT/ia s BOIIIET — OH YK€ CTOSII
y ABEpeN C PEMHEM B pYKE.

— Wmu-ka ciofa, HeTOMHbIN ITayH! — BCKpUYaJl OH, XBaTasi MEHS 3a YXO: — Ky/Ia ThI IeBaJI MOU
JIeHbI'1, TOBOPU ceituac!

— 41 motepsin ux, mama, — MPOrOBOPHII S B CTpaxe, CMOTPSI YMOJISIOIIUMHU TJIa3aMU Ha MECCHC
bépk.

— Ilotepsin? I'ne e 310 THI UX NOTEPSN?

— Ha s men kynuth ceMs s [lommm, a 60Ol MaTbyuK HACKOYMJI HA MEHS M BBIIINO UX
y MeHSI U3 PyK...

— U TBI mymaerb, s IOBEPIO TBOMM POCCKa3HsIM! — BCKpUYaJl OTell, OJIe/IHbIN OT rHeBa.

MeHs He 0COOEHHO YIUBHIIO HEJJOBEPUE OTIIA, HO s OBUT MPOCTO MOpaKeH, Koraa Muccuc beépk
BIPYT MPOTOBOPHIIA.

— la, BOT OH U MHe cka3aii Toxe! A cripocute-Ka y Hero, Jlxemc, re OH marascs J10 CUuXx Iop,
Y OTYEro Y HEero MacJisiHble TISITHA Ha MepeHuKe?

Ha moem nepenHuke 1eHCTBUTEIBHO OBLUTH MATHA OT XKHPHOTO MUPOXKKA, KOTOPHIM S TIOJIAKO-
MUJICS 32 CBOM TIOJITOpA TMeHca.

— AX THI PSHHOYW BOPHIIIKA! — 3aKpUYaJT OTEIl: — Thl YKPaJI MOH JICHBI'M U MIPOJIAKOMILT X !

— Jla, s mymaio, 4To 3TO TaK, J[)kemc, — cKa3aja HU3Kasl JKEeHIIMHA, — U 51 Obl COBETOBAJIA BaM
JaTh eMy XOPOIIEHbKYIO IMTOPKY !
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OHa cTosia TyT, TIOKa OTell CTerayl MeHsl IO KPOBU TOJICTBIM KOXaHBIM peMHeM. Hackosbko
OBLJIO BOBMOKHO, S TPOKPHYAJ €My BCIO HICTOPUIO O €T0 JICHbraX, HO OH He CITyIIaJl MEeHs ¥ OWJI, TIOKa
pyka ero He ycrana. [Tocie cedeHbs1 MeHsI 3ariepiiv B 33JHIOI0 KOMHATY ¥ OCTABUJIM TaM B TEMHOTE JIO
camoit Hour. O, Kak sl HeHaBU e B 3T0 BpeMs Muccuc Beépk! {1 Obu1 B30EIIeH 10 TOro, 4To MOYTH He
YyBCTBOBAJI OOJIM OT KPOBABBIX PyOIIOB, M300PO3AMBIIMX TeJI0 Moe. S mepedupas B yme Bce Hecua-
CTHsI, KaK¥e TOJILKO 3HAJ, U BCEX MX JKeJIasl ei.

Ho nanpache! Obi1i Mou kenanusi. Ha qpyroii eHb oHa BOIIUIA B HAIy KOMHATY JoOpas v
Becesias, Kak Beeria, U BCAKUN JIeHb BXOOMIA TAKOU JKe BECEJION, ITOKa OTel] He MTOBEHYAJICA C HEW.

CaagpOa ux ObUIa OYEHb TUXAsl, HUKTO B TIepeyJIke HUYEro He 3HAJI O HEeWl, U 51 BOBCE He IMOJI0-
3peBaJl, Kakoe BaKHOE COOBITHE TOTOBUTCH y Hac. Pa3 Bedyepom, oTelr] BO3BpaTUICs JOMON BMecCTe
¢ muccuc Bépk; oM mpuBen ¢ coO0M OHOrO MOJIOJIOTO YesIOBeKa, MPUATENsS OTIa, ¥ MOCIAIN 3a
OyThUIKOM poMa. Korya s mpuHec pom, TOCTh HAJIUJI €r0 B CTaKaHBI U CTaJI TIO3PABIIATH OTIIA U MUC-
cric BEpK U *kenaTh MM BCSAKOTO CYACThsI. MeHsl 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He MHTEPECOBAJIO, U 5 YKe COOMpaICs
YUATH BOH M3 KOMHATBI, KOT/J]a OTEI] OCTAHOBHUJI MEHSI.

— IMoau croga, [IxumM, — cKa3ajl OH: — BUAMIIB Thl KTO 9TO CUJUT HA CTYJe?

— KoHneuHo, BUKy, — cMesICh, OTBEYAI $1: — 3TO MUCCUC BEPK.

— Hy, cnymaii. Bosnbliie HUKOra He cMel IPOU3HOCUTB 3TOro UMeHu. Ee 30ByT He Bepk.

— He Bépk? A kak xe, nana?

— Ee 30ByT MaTh, BOT Kak Thl JOJKEH Ha3bIBaTh €€; M Thl JOJKEH OOpaIaTrhcsi C Hell, Kak ¢
Matepblo. Eclii Tl 3TOro He UCTIONHMUIID, 51 TeOs MOMOTYYIO0 KyIIaHhbeM, KOTOpoe He MpHeTcs Tede
o BKycy! Cmotpu ke, NoMHu!

B crioBax oTia He ObIJIO HUYEro OCOOSHHO MEeYaTbHOTO, HO, YCTIBIIIAB UX, 51 TPUHSIICS TOPHKO
TJ1aKaTh.

— DTO YTO 3HAYMT? — CEPOUTO CKa3asl OTell: — Thl ObI JAOJKEeH ObLT Onaropaputh MeHs1! Pa3se
THI HE pajl, YTo y TeOsl Ternepb ecTh Math?

41 He Mor oTBevaTh OT CJIe3.

— Ckaxure, MoKaylyicTa, 4ero 3TOT HEro/isiii XHbIYET? — 3aKprUYasl OTell: — UTo 51, COBETA Y HEro
JOJDKEH OBUT TIPEXk/IE CITPOCHTH, UTO JIn !

— OcraBb ero, apyr Mo, — BMemaiach Muccuc bepk. OH y:XKacHO yNpsiMblid MaJTbuuK, 51 cama
HE pa3 UCIbITaJIA 3TO, J1a BE/Ib Thl M CaM 3Haelllb, KaKOW OH APSHHOM!

S1 3Ha, 4YTO OHa HAMEKaeT Ha WCTOPUIO O MPOIABIIUX JEHbrax, U ykKe TOTOB ObUI OTBETHTh
el JaJieKo HEeBeXJIMBO, HO MOJIOION TOCTh, BEPOSATHO yraJlaB Moe XejlaHWe, MATHYJ MHE, YTOOBI 51
JeprKall s3bIK 32 3yOaMu, U MPUTSHYT MeHs K cebe.

— IonHo, He HanaalTe Ha MaJTbuyraHa, — CKa3ajl OH: — MOXET ObITh, OH 3aIljIakaJl OTTOTO, YTO
yX& OueHb 00paoBascs cBoelr HoBoi Matepu. CKobKo emy Jiet, [xemc?

— CenpMoii rof.

— D, TaK eMy, MOXaJIyid, CKOpPO TpuIeTcs camomy cede xyied 3apabaThIBaTh.

— Eme 0b1, 1aBHO TIOpa, — 3aTrapaTopuiia Mauexa: — BOH Kakou Oosbior mampuminka! TTopa
padorats!

— Jla BeZib OH 1 Tak paboTaeT, — HeIOBOJILHBIM TOJIOCOM 3aMETHJT OTEII: — OH TIeJIble IHU HAHYUT
[Mommu!

— Hy yx pa6ora! Cunut cebe ¢ MUJIOIH KPOIIIKOM Ha pyKax, a TO TaK OpOCHUT ee, Jla U Urpaer
C MaJIbYMIITKAMHU.

— A 5 BaM CKaXy, — PEeIIMTEIbHBIM TOJIOCOM IMPOU3HEC TOCTh, — UTO HET XyXkKe Ha CBeTe paOOTHI,
KaK HSIHYUTH peOeHka! MeHs caMoro 3acTaBiisuId 3aHUMAThCsS STUM MIJIBIM JICJIOM, TakK s OpOCHII
ero Ipu NepBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH, XOTsI MHE TIOCJIe 3TOTO MPHIIUIOCH B3ATHCS TIPOCTO 32 JIasiHbe.

[Tpu 31X coBax HOOPHIA TOCTh CYHYJI MHE THXOHBKO B PYKY IIEHHH: MHE YKaCHO 3aXOTeJIOCh
CKOpeH YM3HYTh, YTOOBI MPOJIAKOMUTH CBOM JIGHBIH, U S TIEpeCcTa oOpaiaTh BHUMaHUE Ha Pa3roBOp
oonbimx. OJHAKO CJI0OBa MOJIOJOTO YesIOBEKa O JIasiHbe KPEMKO 3arajiyd MHe B yM. f cam oxoTHee
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OBbI CTaJI JTasITh, YeM HIHUUTHCS ¢ pedeHkoM. Ho 117151 Koro Moriio ObITh HYyKHO Moe JTasiHbe? S Bugas
WHOT/IA, KaK MacTyX FOHsUI TYPTHI OBEll, ¥ BUJAJT, KaK MAJIbUMKH TIOMOTAJIA €My 3aTOHSITh CTaja v IIpu
9TOM JIasiId ¥ BU3KAJM MO0 cO0aubl, HO 1 HUKOTIA HEe BOOOpakall, YTOOHI 32 TaKoe JeJI0 IUIaTUIN
JeHbIU: CJTU MACTyX MOT HAaHUMAaTh MaJIbYMKOB JIJISI JIASTHBSI, TO €My JIeleByie Obl CTOUJIO CONepKaTh
HACTOSAIIYI0 cO0aKy, paccyxaai s. OTHAKO rOCTh CKa3aJl, UTo JIasHbe JIyullle YeM HIHUYeHbe peOCHKa,
Y TIPU 9TOM OH eIlle He 3HaJI, KaK Xy/I0 MHE JXHMBETCS, KaK MaJio 3a00TUTCS 000 MHE OTell, KaK MYYUT
MeHs1 muccrc BEpk. /st Hero ObIJIO0 HEMPUATHO HAHYUTH peOeHKa, 1)1t MEHS 9TO HACTOSIIIAS TIHITKA.
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I'nasa VII
Mou myuenbs ¢ Iloam. S npuny:xaeH 0e:xaTb U3 J0MY

[Mocne xeHuThOb! OTHA Ha MUccUC BEpPK KM3HBb MOsI TTONIA ellle Xyxke mpexHero. [lo Tex mop
muccuc BEpk yHocua Ha HOUb pebeHKa K cede, U s MOT XOTh craTh MokoiHo. Ho Tenepb mauexa u
orell pemvid, yto Iommm Oyner cnath Ha onHOM KpoBaTu co MHOW. Eciu Obl OHA criajna mo Hovam,
TO 3TO pacnopsbKeHHe He oropuriio Obl MeHs. KpoBath, crosiBiiasi B KoMHate mriccuc BEpk, Oblia
JOCTaTOYHO IUPOKA JIJIsl HAC 0OOMX; U 51 TaK JIOUJI CBOIO MaJIEHBKYIO CECTPHILY, UTO MHE JIAXKe TIPH-
SITHO OBUIO CraTh ¢ Helt BMecTe. Ho niesio B ToM, 4TO OHa crasia oueHb Majio. Kaxercs, y He€ mpope-
3aJIMCh 3yObl, M OTTOTO OHA ObLIa Tak OecroKoiHa. Ee ykiapiBaii B MOIO TIOCTEJTh PAHO BEUEPOM H,
JIOKACh CIIaTh, s BCEMH CUJIaMH cTapaJicsl He pa3OoyauTh ee. Eciu 310 yiaBasioch MHe, s MOT CIIaTh
CIIOKOMHO 4aca TpH, yeTbipe. Ho BO BTOpOM Yacy HOUM OHA HEMPEMEHHO MPOCHINAiach U HAYMHAIA
KpHUYaTh BO BCE TOPJIO; €¢ HUYEM HelTb3s1 ObLIO YCIIOKOUTD, € HeITPEMEHHO HYKHO ObLIO 1aTh IUTH U
ectb. OKOJIO Halllel IOCTeNU BCerja KJaau Kycodek xjieda ¢ MacjioM M CTaBUJIA TOPIIIOYEK MOJIOKA C
BOJIONM; OHA MOJTYaJia MOKa eJ1a, HO TI0 HOouaM arnmeTuT y He€ ObLT yIMBUTEIbHBIN U, OBICTPO UCTPEOUB
BCE MPUIIACHI, OHA OISATh PUHUMAJIACh KpudaT. Hukakue lacku, HUKaKue MeCHU, HUKaKoe 0aloKaHbe
HE MOIJIM YCTIOKOUTb €e.

— Mama! Mama! Mama! — opasna oHa Tak, 4TO CJIBIITHO ObLJIO Ha APYTOM KOHIIE YJIUIIBI.

Sl HanpsATasT BCe CHITBI CBOETO YMa, YTOOBI BBIYMATh UYTO-HUOYb 115 €€ YCIIOKOCHUSI.

— Tommm, He Xo4enib M MOTYIATh ¢ [DKUMMU? — cripalliiBall s1 ee, U WHOT/A, OCOOEHHO B
CBETJIbIE, JIYHHbIE HOUM, OHA COIVIalianach. Mbl, KOHEYHO, HE MOIJIM B CAMOM [IeJie UJITH TYJISITh, HO
[Nosm He moHUMaJa 3Toro. Ml ¢ Hell OfIeBaJIMCh, Kak OyATO COOMPAITHCH BHIATH Ha YHILy. S HageBa
Ha Hee YepHYI0 KPernoByIo HUISMy Muccrc BEpk n HakuIbpIBa el Ha TJIeYH CBOIO KYPTKY. Moi KocTioM
TSI TYJISTHBSI COCTOSLI IPOCTO U3 CTAPOW MEXOBOM IIAMTKU OTIIA, XPAaHUBILEHCS MOJ] HAIIUM TIO(PSKOM.
Korma Mb1 ObUTH OIETHI, s TOBOPWII, TIepeipa3HuBast MUccrc BEpk:

— Jxummu, niorynsii ¢ [Monnm, mokaxu eit naBky ¢ negeHuamu! M oTBeyasn yxke CBOMM TroJo-
coM: « MBI TOTOBBI, ceiuac uemM». 3aTeM Mbl OTIPABISUIMCH HA MPOTYJIKY, HO HUKAK HEe MOIJIM HAlTU
asepu. B aTom coctosina rnaBHas mryka. Ham HyHO ObUIO BBITH Ha YIUILY, YTOOBI KYIUTS Jie/IeH-
1IOB, a MBI HE MOIJIM A00paThcs 10 nBepei. bonbias nuismna, Hageras Ha rojoy [lomwmm, oTMyHO
MOMOTJIa MHE B 9TOM ciiy4yae. E€ IMHHBIE MO Urpaiyd pojib HAra3HUKOB ISl TIYTIEHbKOU CecT-
PHIIBI, OHA MOIJIa CMOTPETh TOJIBKO MPSIMO Tiepe]] coO0i ¥ He BHjesIa HU4ero mo cropoHam. Yacro
Moy, nporyssB TakuM 00pa3oM y MeHsI Ha pyKax ¢ ToJT4aca, 3achllaa, | s OCTOPOKHO YKJIaIbl-
BaJ ee B MocTesb. MIHOra OHa Wiy cama MpOCUIach Jieub WK CIIYIIATach MOETO COBETa, YTO JIydllie
Jie’KaTh ¥ CMOTPETh B OKHO, MOKA rajikasi IBepb He BEPHETCs Ha cBoe MecTo. MIHOM pa3 oHa Jiexana
CIOKOMHO TOJIBKO IMOKA COTPeBaJIach, a IOTOM HAYMHAJIA OMSATh MPOCUTHCA TylATh. Ciydyanioch, — 1
9TO OBLJIO BCETO XYKe, — UTO OHA COBCEM He XOTeJla UITU TYJISTh; HAIpacHO 0OeIa 5 el JIeJeHIIOB,
HAITPaCHO $ JIAsT MO-COOaUbK, MsIyKaJl TIO-KOIaybH, MPEJCTABIISIT OCIOB U OCIIeHbIX OBIKOB, OHA
HUYEro He CJIylllasia, HM Ha YTO He CMOTpesia M 'POMKHMM TojiocoM TpeboBaia «oap». CiioBoM «Oap»
OHAa Ha3bIBaJa XJIe0 C Mac/IOM, ¥ 9TO CJIOBO OHA C KPUKOM IMOBTOPSJIa B OTBET Ha BCE MOU YBEIIaHUSI.
3a cTeHo# pa3aBajcs CTYK: 3TO MayeXxa KOJOTHIIA MaJIKOM.

— Yt0 THI TaM Jefnaenib ¢ OeIHOW KPOIIKOM, 3710i MaTbYUIIKA?

— OHa npocur «0ap».

— Taxk 4T0 ke, TBI HE MOKEIIIb BCTATh U ITOAATh €, JISHTAN?

— Jla HeYero nmojgaBaTh, OHA BCE CheJIa.

— Kak, Bce chena? Ax 1ol aryH! Thl BEpHO OMSATH MPUHSICS 32 CBOU TaJIKUE IITYKH, Chell BCIO
nuiy O6egHor MamoTku? Cefiuac e yCIIOKOU ee, He BHIBOIM MEHS U3 TepIieHUs], He TO TeOe JocTa-
HeTcs!
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41 3Ha, 4TO MHE B CAMOM [ieJie CHJIbHO AOCTaHeTCs, 1 HAYMHAJI CO CJIe3aMH Ha Iia3ax yrpa-
mwmBath [omm 3amomdyars. Ho He TyT-To ObL10. 3aciblIiaB roloc «MaMbl», OHA PUHUMANAch KpH-
yarh OoJblie mpexHero. [Ipoxka oT cTpaxa, s CHIBIIIAJ [Iark B COCeHEN KOMHATe, CKPUIT TBEPHOM
PYYKH, M BOT paccepkeHHasi Mauexa B OJHOM pyOaIlike ¥ HOUHOM 4Yerllie BpbiBajiach B KOMHaTy. He
rOBOPsI HU CJIOBA, OHAa Opocasiach Ha MEHs M HaurHaIa 0e3 MUJIoceparst OUTh MEHsI IO TOJIOMY TeJy:
OHa MPHXKUMaJla MHE TOJIOBY K TIOYIIKE U JIaBUJIa MEHS JI0 TOTO, UTO s He MOT Jaxe KpudaTh. OTelr
HE 3HaJI, YTO OHA CO MHOM BBIJIC/IBIBACT, TAK KaK OHA BCE BPEMsI MOBTOPSJIA TPOMKHUM TOJIOCOM, YTO
OTKOJIOTUT MEHSI, €CJIU 51 eIlle pa3 CheM KyIlIaHbe peOeHKa.

— JIa 97O THI 3TO CTpAIAeIIlb MOMYCTY, — KpUJaJl OTell U3 APYroil KOMHATBI: — Thl OBl XOPOIIIEHBKO
3ajaja emy, KaJHOMY MaJIbUMIIKe, a TO OH B rpoIl TeOsi He CTaBUT!

— Jla, yx 1 Moe TeprieHHe CKOpPO JIOMHeT! — ropopuiia Madexa. — CMOTpH ke Tbl, Hero/sii!

3aTem OHa BO3Bpallajiach B KOMHATY M TOBOPHJIA OTILY:

— Jlyume o6oiituck 6e3 modoes, [[kemc, MOOOSIME HEMHOTO XOPOIIEro MOXKHO CeIaTh U3
peOeHKa.

VIMBUTENTLHO, YTO MOCIe MOTACOBKHU, 3aJaHHOW MHE, [ 101711 OOBIKHOBEHHO CBEPTHIBAJIACH KITY-
OOUKOM M 3achiliasia, Kak OyATo HU B 4yeM He ObiBasio. OTTOro OTerl AyMal, 4To s M B caMoOM Jefie
MOTY YCIIOKOMTD €€, KOrjia 3axouy. Pa3 s He BBITEpIIeIT ¥ CTaJl KaJIOBAaThCS OTITY HA Mavyexy.

— Huckonbko 51 TeOs1 He kajielo, — OTBeYal OH: — TaKOroO YIPSIMOTO HErojisisi Hajio Okl elle He
TaK y4HTh.

— Hy, — ckazain g: — Heto/ro ef HaJjo MHOM TMOTEIaThC: — BHIPOCTY OOJIBIION, TaK 5 e ceOs
MOKAXKY.

Orery MOCMOTpEIT Ha MEHs ¥ 3aCMEsIICS.

— Kabw1 51 Ob11 O0JTBIIIE, — MPOIOIIKAI 5, OOOJAPEHHBIN €r0 CMEXOM: — s Obl €l HOC pacImo, 5
OBl el epeOwJT HOTH, 51 €€ HeHaBUKY !

— IomHo TiIymocTu 60NTaTh, — OCTAHOBHII MEHS OTell.

— Ona Bam Bce JokeT. MHe MUHYTKHU HET CBOOOIHOM, s TOJKeH BO3UThCs ¢ [Tormmu!

— DKa Ba)KHOCTh, IPUCMOTPETH 3a peOeHKoM! J[Ipyrve MaaburKu B TBOH TOIBI YK YMEIOT CaMU
JeHbIU 3apabaThIBaTh !

— U mHe 6bI X0TeN0ch paboTaTh, marma.

— Xorenock padotars! PaboTy Hago vcKaTh, OHA cama K JosAM He npuxoaut! BoH s1, Kak ugy
Ha PBIHOK, Yaca B YeThIpe, B MATh YaCOB yTPa, KOTAA THI ellle CIHIIb, BCTPEYal0 MAJLUUKOB BIBOE
MeHblIIIe TeOs1; 3apadoTaloT ceOe MeHHH, APYTOM, HY U MOeAT, a HEeT, TaK U CUJSAT TOJOJHbIC.

— YV MeHs HeT NOPSAJOYHON OJEIK/Ibl, Jake HET HU 4YyJIOK, HU Carlor, Iara, Kak ke s TOHIy
UCKaTh padoTHI!

— AX TBI aypak, aypak! Thl gymaeriib ajisi paOOThl Hy)KeH HapsijI; BOH Y TEX MaJbUUKOB, ITPO
KOTOPBIX 51 TOBOPIO, OIHA pyOalllka Ha Telie HaJeTa, a JIejio JIealoT, HOCAT phi0y, KOP3UHY ¢ KapTo-
denem, creperyT JIOIKH U TeJIeKKHU C TOBAPOM; a TeOe Hy)KHO MJITH Ha padOTy B O€JI0i MaHMIIIKE J1a
B JIAKOBBIX TepUaTKax, XOPOIII T'yCh.

Orer ¢ mpe3peHreM OTBEPHYJICS OT MEHS U yIIIe.

ITOT Pa3roBOp C OTLIOM IMPOUCXOAMI Y MEHs yke uepe3 Mojirofa rnocje ero ceagpobl. Ooparie-
HHEe MUCCHC BEPK co MHOH CTaHOBMJIOCH C KaK/IbIM JIHEM HEBBIHOCHMEE, OCOOEHHO TOCIIe TOro, KakK
OJIMH pa3 OTell HaIlleN ee MbTHON U moouyI. YacTo MHE TPUXOAUIIOCH OBl TOJIONATH IO IIETbIM JTHSIM,
ecau Obl MHE He IMOMOTajia MUCCUC YHUHKIIUI. Muccrc YUHKIIUM TaBHO 3HajIa MOIO MaTh U BCer/a
xBasuiia ee: — «OHa Obl1a CJIMIITKOM XOPOITIa [Tl TBOETO OTIIA, & OH CJIUIIIKOM XOPOIIT ISl STOU 3JI0M,
xutpoii Bépk», roBapuBasia oHa. 1 OOBIKHOBEHHO MOBEPSIT MUCCUC YHMHKIIHIT BCE CBOU OTOPUEHHUS.
Ona Bcerja 3a3biBajia MeHs K ceOe Ha KyXHIO M KOpMUJIa OCTaTKaMu cBoero ooena. MHorma ona Opasna
K cebe [loum 1 HIHYMIACH C HeW, TOKa 51 UTPaJl YacoK, Apyroi. S cpocui y Muccuc YUHKIIUM,
YTO TaKOEe «JIasTeNlb?» OHa OOBSICHUIIA MHE, YTO TaK HAa3bIBAIOT MAJIbUMKa, KOTOPOrO HAHUMAET pa3-
HOCYHMK, YTOOBI BE3TH TEJICKKY C TOBAPOM, IIPUCMATPUBATH 3a HEH, TTOKA XO3MH 3aKyIaeT Ha PhIHKE
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pas3Hble BeIl, U MOTOM TIOMOTaTh €My BBIKPUKMBATh CBOM TOBap, KOIJIa OH MOWJET MPOAaBaTh €ro
10 YJTUIIaM.

— A Kak BeJIMK ObUI CaMbII MAJIEHBKUHN «JIASITENb», KAKOT'O BB BUIAJIN? — ITOTIOOOITBITCTBOBA 4.

— Kak Benuk? Jla 51 Buziena Takux, 4To npuayTes Tede o miedo. Tyt pocT mocieanee Jieno,
IJ1aBHOE HaJIOOHO MMETh MY3bIKaJIbHBIN royoc!

Muiccuc YMHKIIUIT MHE JOJITO TOJIKOBaja O TOM, KaK MHOTO 3HAUUT JUIsI MPOJABLia YMEHbE
I'POMKHUM U TIPUSTHBIM TOJIOCOM BBIKPUKHBATH CBOW TOBap, U O TOM, YTO KaXIyl0 Bellb CICIyeT
BBIKPUKHBATh OCOOEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

[Mocne sToro pasroBopa MeHst HOCTOSIHHO CTaJl My4YHTh BOTIPOC: €CTh JIU Y MEHS MYy3bIKaJIbHBIH
rojoc? Mavexa MOsl cuMTaIach XOpOIIEN NEBULIEH, 51 HAyUMIICS Y HEE HECKOJIBKUM IIECHSIM U 4acTo
HarieBas1 ux Iloyum coBepiieHHO BepHO, Kak MHe Ka3ajock. Ho KTo 3HaeT, MokeT ObITh MOW ToJIOC,
XOPOIIUH ISl TIeCeH, OKaXeTCsl HUKYAAa HEerOAHbIM ISl BBIKPUKUBAHKS PHIOBI WIIM KaKUX-HUOY/Ib
wionos? MHe, BO 4TO Obl TO HH CTaJIO, XOTEJIOCh U30ABUTHCSA OT KOJOTYIIIEK Mavyexw, a s He MOT
MpUAYyMaTh AJIsi STOTO APYIoro CpPeACTBa, KaK CAENAThCs «JastesieM». S HeCKOIBKO pa3 IMbITajcs
KpUJaTh, Tofipakasi TO TOMY, TO IPyroMy Pa3HOCUYHMKY, HO HUKaK HE MOT PeIlvTh, XOPOII JIK MO
KPUK, ¥ MOTY JIU S TPUHSATHLCS 32 PEMeCIo, Ka3aBileecss MHE TAKMM MPUATHBIM CPABHUTEILHO C MOEH
HACTOSIIIIEN KU3HbIO.

Pa3, cuns Ha Hament nectuurie ¢ [lomum Ha pykax, sl Tak 3aqyMajics HaJl STOW MBICIIBIO, YTO
MaJTIOTKA BBIBEPHYJIACh Y MEHS U3 PYK M C KPUKOM TMOKATHJIACh TI0O KAMEHHBIM CTyrneHsM. Muccuc
Bépk ycrplmana e€ KpuK 1 HajleTesa Ha MeHs ¢ ObICTpOTON MoHMU. He ciyrmast Moux oObsICHEHUH,
He M03a00TUBILIKUCH AaXe MOTHATh peOeHKa, OHa CXBaTHUJIa MEHS 32 BOJIOCHI M CTYKHYJIA HECKOJIBKO
pa3 rosioBo# o creHy. OHa XoTena B3sTh MEHsI 32 YX0, HO sl yBEPHYJICS, M OHA IO KPOBH paciiapamnasia
MHE HOT'TsIMU 11IeKy. [IoToM OHa puHsIIach OMTh MEHsI KyJIaKaMH U 3aIlIeMIJIa MO HOC MEkly CBOMM
Cpe/THUM U YKa3aTeJbHBIM MajbliaMu. bosb mpuBenia MeHs B OemeHCTBO. 1 BRIpBAJICS U3 e€ KEeCTKUX
PYK 1 yKycuJ ee 3a najnenl. OHa BCKpHKHYJIa OT OOJIM U BBITYCTHIIA MeHs. BOcrob30BaBIIMCh 3THM,
s1 OpOCHIICS OT HE€ B CTOPOHY U ITCTUJICS CO BCeX HOT OeXaTh 10 HAIlleMy MepeyJKy.
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I'maBa VIII
Beuep na Cmutdunackom poiake. A 4yTh
CHOBA He NMONaJarch B KOrtu muccuc bépk

He 3Hat0, mpecnenosasia i MeHst muccuc bEpk. Beibexas u3 nepeyinka ®paiiHrieH, s He TIOBO-
pauyMBa Ha3aj v JAaxe He orisbpBasics. S mpodexan MUMO 100poii MUCCUC YUHKILUIL, U OHA, Jora-
JaBILKCh IO MOEMY TIeperyraHHOMY JIMILY, YTO s Oery OT OOJBINOI OMacHOCTH, MPOKpHUYaja MHE: —
Bern, [Ixxummu, Oern, criacu 1edsa I'ociogu!

W3 nepeynka s nodexan no TepHMUIIbCKON ynuie U MoBepHYI K CMUT(UIICKOMY PBIHKY.
Sl moHMMas1, 4To Ha OTKPBITOM MecTe MUCCUC BEpPK JIerko MOXKET JOrHaTh MEHs, HO B 3aKOYJIKax U
Y3KHX ITPOXOZIaX PhIHOYHOM IUIONIAIN €1 MEHS HE OTBICKATD.

Jlenn ObL1 He Ga3apHBIi, W IUIOMIAAb ObUIA CHIOKOMHA M MycTa. $I XOpoIo 3Haj ee, Tak Kak
YacTo UrpaJl Ha Hel CO CBOMMM TOBAPHIIAMM; 51 TIOMHIJI, YTO MaJIbUMKH HE JTIOOUIN XOOUTh B «CBHU-
HOU psifi», U HallpaBWJICS UMEHHO TyJa. S B3 Ha CTYNEHbKM OJIHOW 3aKPbITOU JIABKU U NPUHSIICA
ocMarpuBartbcs KpyroM. Muccuc BEpk He BUIHO ObUIO HUTre. MUMO MeH$ POXOAWIN He3HAKOMbIe
oM, He oOpallaBIIve Ha MeHsl HUKakoro BHUMaHus. Korna s BcmoMuHaro Tenepb, Kakum s ObLI
B T€ MUHYTBI, MEHsI YAUBIISIET, YTO 51 HE BO30YIII JIIOOOMBITCTBA Tpoxoxux. [IpaBna, B 310i YacTu
ropona ObUI0 MHOTO OECITPUIOTHBIX 1 0OOPBAHHBIX MAJIBYMIIIEK, HO HABPSA JIM KOTOPBI-HUOYAb 13
HHX BBIIJISIZIEN TAKMM HECYaCTHBIM, Kak s. ] 3arumakan, korma muccuc Bépk Havyana OMTh MeHs, 5
IUIaKaJl BCce BpeMs, MoKa Oexall, U Terepb MpoJoJIKall IUIaKaTh, CU/S Ha CTyNEeHbKax. S 3ambIxascs
OT CHJIBHOTO Oera, M pblaaj OT OOJM U OT 3JI0CTH, CJIe3bl MO CMEIIMBAJIMCh C KPOBBIO U3 IIApaIvH,
IIPOBEJEHHBIX TI0 MOEMY JIMLLY HOI'TSIMU MUccHC BEPK; BOIOCK MO ObLIIM BCKJIOYEHBI, IIAITKK HA MHE
He ObUIO; MOM OOCBIe HOTM OBbLIIM BCE B IPSI3M, KypTKa Oblla MOKPBITA AbIPKaMU U 3aruiataMu. Bot B
KAKOM BHJIE CUJIEN 1 HA CTYNIEHbKAX CBUHOIO PAAA B TEILIbIM MAlCKUI BEYep.

[MepBbie momyaca, axke MOXKET ObITh 4ac, MOM MBICIM ObUIM 3aHSTHl OJHUM: 3HAsl XapakTep
muccuc BEpk, s Bce OOsICs, YTO OHA MPUTAMJIACh TIe-HUOYAb B YITTy U BAPYT HAOPOCHUTCS Ha MEHSI.
Sl 6ecnipecTaHHO OCMATPUBAJICS IO CTOPOHAM, 5 MyIJIMBO MPUCTYIIUBAJICS K Kaxaomy mopoxy. Ho
BpeMs 11J10, @ MOETO Bpara HUr/e He ObUIo BUIHO. MaJjio nmoMaiy s yCIIOKOWJICS U, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO Ha
HEPKOBHBIX Yacax yke MpoOMIIO YeThIpe Yaca, Hauyasl Cephe3HO 0OMyMbIBaTh, YTO MHE JieNiath. MaTu
nomoii? Her, HEBO3MOXXHO, OHa yObeT MeHs1. Tenepb OHa MOXET JeJIaTh CO MHOM BCE, UTO 3aX0YeT:
OHA MOKAXET OTIly CBOU YKYILIEHHbIN ITAJIEL], U OH CKAXKET, YTO MHE JOCTAeTCA MozAenoM. UTo g ckaxy B
cBoe orpaBzanue? 51 ykycui ee, 310 ObLIO raJJKo; KpoOMe TOro 51 ypOHMII pebeHKa. MHe Besesn CUIeTh
CMUPHO U KPEIKO JIePXKaThb JIEBOYKY, a 5 €€ BBITYCTUJI U3 PYK, OHA yIIKUOIAch U, MOXET ObITh, OUEHb
cunbHO. Benas TTonmmm! OHa ynana ¢ y’KacHbIM CTYKOM M KPUKOM, MOXKET ObITh, Y HE€ TIepelOMaHbl
Teriepb Bce Koctu! MoskeT ObITh, OTTOrO Mayexa M He MorHajack 3a MHOW. Her, Hedero u gymarhb
BO3BpALIATLCA JOMOW !

Ho kyna xe MHe netbea? Ha yauie creMHeno; Hayaim 3a)kuratb (POHapy, U CUAETh B CBUHOM
PAly OKa3blBaJIOCh OYEHb HEMPUATHO. 51 MpoOpasics 4o NepBOro psijia pelHKa U TaM OMATh Cell, CTa-
pasich Kak MOXHO cepbe3Hee 00lyMaTh CBOE MOoJIoKeH!e. YeM TeMHee CTAHOBUJIOCh, TEM MHE OOJiblie
1 OOJIbIIIe XOTEJIOCh eCTh. $1 cTayl TymaTh O TOM, YTO CO MHOW CIIyYHTCS, €CIIU 51 BEPHYCh JOMOI.
S mpunomuHa caMble CUJIbHbIE TTOTACOBKH, JOCTABABIIMECS MHE, IPUIMIOMUHAJ, KaKylo O0Jb s MpH
3TOM 4YyBCTBOBAJI, IIPEANIOJIarajl, YTo Ha 3TOT pa3 MEHs OTKOJIOTAT BJIBOE CHJIBHEE, U CTapasics Mpel-
CTaBUThH ceOe, B COCTOSIHUM JIU s Oy/ly TIepeHeCTH Takoe HaKa3aHue. B KOHIle KOHIIOB s, KaeTcs,
yOeaus ceOs, 4To BBIIEPXKY, KaK BAPYT KTO-TO JOTPOHYJICS 0 MOl PyKH U, IOIHSAB IJ1a3a, 1 yBUIE
nepe]; coOOM roCroANHA, AEPXKABILErO B PyKe J1Ba MeHca.

— AX, Tbl, Oe/IHBII 3aMapalikal — ckazau OH COCTPaJATeNIbHBIM TOJI0OCOM: — BO3bMH, KyIHU cede
xJieba!
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[Ipexne, yeM s ycnies OOMHUTBCS OT YAWBIICHUSI, COCTPAIATeNIbHBIN TOCTIOMH UCYe3 B TEM-
HoTe. $1 maxe He MOOJIAarofapuiI ero U He 3Hajl, PaJ0BaThCs JIM MHE WM Oropyarhcs MOMTy4YeHHBIM
neHbram. {1 ux He 3acimyxui, He 3apadoTall, s UX BOBCe He OKUIal. [Ipyrue moam qapuiu MHe HHOTAA
10 TIOJIYTICHCY, U TOT/Ia MEHsI 3aHUMaJla OJJHA MBIC/Ib, HAa YTO ObI CKOpee UCTPATUTh CBOE OOraTcTBO.
Ho k 1ByM neHcam HE3HAKOMOTO TOCHIOJMHA 51 OTHOCHIICS] MHAaYe. 3aueM OH He CKa3aJl MPOCTO: «BOT
teOe 1Ba meHca!» MeHsl MHOrve Ha3bIBaJIM 3aMapalliKoi, U 3TO HE OCKOPOJISIIO MEHs, HO 3a4eM OH
BeJiel MHe KYIUTh XJieba Ha CBOM JICHbI'M, Kak OyaTo s Humwii! S ayBcTBOBaII ceGs1 OCKOPOJICHHBIM
TOYHO Mocie nodoeB muccruc BEpk. [ ormsmencss Bo Bce CTOPOHBI U ObUT OUEHb Paj], YTO HUKTO He
BU/IAJI, KaK MHE MOAAIA MIJIOCTBIHIO. YUTOOBI OIEpXKATh CBOE IOCTOMHCTBO, 51 3aKpHUal TPOMKHUM,
3aJJ0pPHBIM T'OJIOCOM B TY CTOPOHY, Ky/Ia MPOIIEN COCTPAAATEIbHbIN YeIOBEK:

— Yro Bl MHe 3a rocioauH! He crany s mokynats xs1e6a! Kyrmmo cebe, uto xouy!

W s nomen ¢ TBepApIM KeIaHUEM CHeJIaTh HA3JI0 YeIOBEKY, MOABIIEMy MHE MUJIOCTHIHIO. S1
PEIIUTENIEHO OTBEPTHIBAJICS OT OYJOUHBIX, OMAAABIIMXCS MHE Ha JIOPOTe, M CTapajics [yMaTh TOJIbKO
0 JakoMcTBax. Tak s Jomien 10 OqHOM HeOOJBIION JIABOUKH, I/ie TIPOAABAIUCH pa3Hble BAPEHbs U
skese. OHU ObUIM CJIOKEHBI B OOJBIINUE CTEKJITHHBIE OAHKH, U HA KaX 0N OaHKe ObLIa HAIIIUCE C 000-
3HaueHreM LieHbl. OCOOEHHO COOMa3HUTENIBPHOM MOKa3alach MHE OJjHA OAHKa C BAPEHbIMHU CJIMBAMM.
Ha Heii cTosiia Haammch — BOCEMHA/AATh TIEHCOB 3a (PyHT. §1 cTan cumTaTh 1Mo najibliaM U rociie A0j1-
rOro, yTOMHUTEIBHOTO BHIUYMCIICHHS HAIET, YTO JBE YHIIMU TOrO BapeHbs OyIyT CTOMTDb JBa MIEHCa
u (paprunr. OpHoro (apTUHra y MeHsl, mpaB/a, He XBaTajlo, HO BCE PaBHO, 51 MOTY CIIPOCHUTH cede
MPOCTO Ha JiBa MeHca. [IBa meHca — AeHbI'M XOPOIIKe, 3TO He TO YTO KaKue-HUOyIb MOJIIeHCa.

— INoxanyiiTe MHe BapeHbsl U3 CIIMB Ha JBa TeHca! — MOBTOPHI sI caMoMy cebe U TBEpAbIMU
I1aramMu ToIes K IBepsIM JIABKH, HO eJJBa CTYIWJI sI Ha TIOPOT, KaK MOTYYrI TI0 yXy yIap, OTOpOCHB-
M MEHsI Ha3a/l Ha YJIUILY.

— Y6upaiicsi mpoyb! — KpUKHYJIA CTapyXa, XO3sIMHIYABIIAS B JIABKE, 5 YK€ MUHYT AECATH CIEKY
3a TOOOM, TPSTHHOW BOPUINIKA! — M C 3TUMHM CJIOBAMHU OHA 3ariepiia JBeph Ha 3aJBHKKY.

S1 ObL1 cTpamHO pa3mocanoBaH. S Opocuics Ha yIUIly 3a KaMHEM M XOTell pa30MTh UM OKHA
rajKou jJaB4yoHKU. Ho B 3Ty MUHYTY MeHs Opa3uil TaKOM 3aMaHYMBBII 3alax, YTO THEB MOM BMUT
ucyes.

3anax 3TOT BBIXOAWI U3 COCeTHEN CheCTHOM. JI0MIKHO OBITh, TAM TOJBKO YTO BBHIHYJIU U3 TIEUKH
TOPOXOBBIH TYIMHT M MacJsHbIE Jenemku. YTo OpUIto Obl CO MHOM, ecii Obl 51 MOJOIIeT K ABepPsM
ChECTHOM, yKe UCTPATHB Ha KAIKYIO KaIlIio BapeHbsi cBoU JiBa nieHca! He komeOmsaick HM MUHYTHI, 51
BOIIIEJT B ChECTHYIO U KyNUJI ceOe YKHMH; OHY MACJsHYIO JIETIEIIKY, KyCOK TOPOXOBOI'O Iy/AWHra Ha
TIOJITICHCA W Ha TIONTEeHca MeYeHoro Kaproderns. MHe XOTelnoch ToTyac ke MpUHATHCS 32 YKUH, HO
s CITBIXaJI, YTO HA CBETE €CTh 3JIble JIOAH, KOTOPbIE MOACTEPEeranT Oe33alUTHBIX JAeTell U OOUpaIoT
ux. [TosTomy s1 3aBepHYI CBOI y)KMH B KaIlyCTHBIH JIMICT, CIIPSITAI €r0 32 Ma3yXy KypTKH, BEPHYJICS B
CBUHOM PSI/l ¥ TaM C BEJIMYANIINM HACJIAXKJICHUEM CheJl BCE, 10 MOCEIHEN KPOIITKHU.

He ckasxy, 4ToObI s1 661 BHIOJIHE CHIT. HeT, s1 Mor Obl checTh BTpoe OOJIbIIie, HO BCe-TAKH YKUH
HECKOJIbKO YTONHJI Mo# rosiofl. ITocie Hero st mouyBcTBOBa cedst BOOOIIIE JTyUlIlle U CTal JaXe KaK-TO
no6pee. Mbicii MOM OIISITh TiepeHecuch K MajieHbkoi [Tosm. KakoBo-To et Teneps? S mymait o Heit
6onblie, 4eM 00 OTIie, O IoMe 1 O YeM Obl TO HU ObUT0. Yl He yIMBUTENIBHO: XOTSI OHA My4HJia MEHs
Y THEM, U HOYbIO, HO OHA BCe-TaKW OblIa 0YeHb MUJIBIM peOeHKoM. OHa He Moria pa3roBapvBaTh
CO MHOW, HO sI BUJIeJI, UTO €i OUYeHb HETIPUSATHO, KO/ f IyIavy; 4acTo, Koraa nocje nodoeB MUCCUC
Bépk MHe ObUIO Tak TSKENO, YTO 51 He 3HAUT Ky/Ia JIeBaThCs OT ropsi, MasieHbKast [losm oOBrBaia Moo
I1Ie10 CBOMMH KPOIIEYHBIMHU PYYKaMH, MPUKJIAABIBANIA TYOBI K IIIEKe MOEH U HEKHO 11eJI0Bajla MEHS.
Ona ObUIa MOMM €JUHCTBEHHBIM YTEIIIEHUEM U, BEPOSITHO, 51 TAKXKe ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM yTellIeHUEM
OeqHOro peOeHKa.

Bce 311 MbICIN 1 COTHU ApyTuX eie Oosnee nevyaabHbIX MyYWId MeHs, U, HaKOHell, MHE CTaJIo
TaK TSOKEJIO, YTO 51 PEIIUIICS TTOWTH JIOMOM, WJIA XOTsI IIOOPOIUTH OKOJIO HAIIeTo TIepeyJika, MoKa He
BCTPETUTCSI KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 COCeNe, KTO MOT ObI ITOpaccKa3aTh MHE, YTO y HAC JIeJIaeTCsl.
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B 310 Bpems ObUIO yXe COBCEM TEMHO, M MO jopore oT CMUT(UIACKOrO phIHKA K HAIeMy
NiepeyJIKy MHE BCTPETUIIOCh MAJIO TIPOXOXKUX. $1 111es1 04eHb OCTOPOKHO, OCMATPUBAsICh TIO CTOPOHAM
Y IPSATAJICS B MMOJBOPOTHH BCAKUM pa3, KOTja MHE Ka3ajloCh, YTO HABCTPEUY HIET KTO-HUOY/Ib MOXO-
KW Ha OTIA WK Ha MUccuc BEpk. Moii cTpax ObUT HarpaceH, ¥ 51 B 0€30MacHOCTH TIPOIIIENT yXkKe TOJI0-
BuHY TE€pHMUIUICKON yauIlbl. Bapyr, He T0X0ns cakeH ABaIaTh JO HAIero rmepeysika, 1 HaTKHYJICS
Ha OHOTO M3 Moux npusTenedt, [xeppu [lena, MampunKa rogamu TpeMsi-4eThIPbMsI CTapIlie MeHs.
Bnpouem, ckopeil MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO HE sl HATKHYJICS Ha Hero, a oH Ha MeHs. OH Oexai uepes
YJUITY TIPSIMO KO MHE ¥ OOHSLT MEHSI 00eUMH pyKaMH, Kak OyATO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO 00paoBajics MHE.

— Ixum! mussiil gpyr! — Bckpuvait oH. — Kyna o1 uaenis?

— Cam He 3Haw, [Ixeppu, — oTBeyas si. — X0TeJIOCh MHE CXOAUTh JIOMOW TOCMOTPETb. ..

— PasBe TbI He ObT JOMa? — He ObLI ¢ camMoro yTpa, ¢ Tex mop Kak yoexan?

— Her, g nenbiii nenb npoObuT Ha yiure. Yto Tam y Hac aenaercs, [Ixeppu? He Bumen jau 1ol
MasieHbKyIo Tlosum ceromns nocie obena?

INer He oTBeyYas1 HA MOM BOMPOCHI.

— Ecnu Tb1 He ObLT I0Ma, TaK UM CKOpee, — CKa3ajl OH, CXBaThiBasi MEHsI 32 BOPOT M TOJIKAsI IO
HaMpaBJICHUIO K HaleMy repeysiky. — [oiaem, moiiaem.

[ToBenenue JIxxeppu Moka3aaoch MHE OAO3PUTEIIbHBIM.

— 41 mo¥imy oMo, Korja 3axouy, — CKa3al s, ¥ CeJl HA MOCTOBYIO: — TeOe HeUero TOJIKaTh MeHs,
[Ten!

— 4 Te6s Tonkao? Bot-To Beiyman! C Kakoii cTaTu MHe TeOsl TONKATh! — ThI e caM CKazall,
4TO Uaelb JoMoi? — CTOUIIB ThI, YTOOBI TeOE OKA3bIBAIN YCITyTH !

— Kakwue ycnyru, [Ixeppu?

— Kakue? Ouens npocto kakue! Tam B miepeyiike Bce BpeMsl PeByT 10 TeOe, U OTell, U MaTh, U
MasieHbkas [ommm, naxe caymarh xamko! YkuHaTh O0e3 TeOs He XOTAT CATUThCs, a Y HUX K YKUHY
MIPUTOTOBJICH OIPOMHBIN MSICHOU IyIUHT C KapTodenem. A u mymaio cebe: OHM TyT yOMBaIoTCs, a Oe1-
HBIA [IKUMMM IT1aTaeTcs 1Mo yJIMiam, OOUTcsl BepHYThCs goMoM. [oiiay-Ka, CKaxy emy, 4To OOSIThCS
Heuero. Bot u noriesn, a Tol Bassienbesi cede Ha MOCTOBOM, Aa JIyMaelllb, 9To s Bpy!

S mocmoTpen npsiMo B o keppu, ¥ IpU CBETe ra30BOro (poHapsi JIMIIO ero MoKas3aaoch MHE
TAKMM YECTHBIM, UTO sl TIEPECTal COMHEBAThCsA. A MEXIy TeM paccKas ero ObUI MOYTH HEBEPOSITEH.
Bce 000 MHe 1u1a4yT, MCHOUM MYJUHT CTBIHET M3-32 MeHsI! $1 mouyBCTBOBAJ YIphI3eHUSI COBECTH, U
Aaxe cie3bl BHICTYIMIIA Ha T71a3aX MOMX.

— Jlxeppu, THI 9TO MIPaBIy FOBOPHIIL? — BCKpUYAT sI, BCKAKMBasi HA HOTH: — Thl YBEPEH, 4TO
910 mpapja’? [ToroMy Beab THI 3HACIIIb, KAK MHE TIOXO MPHUJIETCS, €CIIM Tl CKa3aJl HeBEpHO. Belb Th
3Haellb, KAK OHa MeHsI ObET U TacKaeT 3a BOJIOCHI!
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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