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Muxana IlerpoBuu ApubioamnieB
Y nmocjaenHen 4epThbl

Yacrs nepsas

I

MasieHbKHii TOpOIOK OBUT PACIIONOXKEH B CTENH, U TOMY, KTO, BBI/IS 32 OKOJIMILY, BIVISIABIBAJICS
B MapeBo JIAJIbHUX MOJIeH, B IPU3PAKU OTIAJIEHHBIX JIECOB, MOJI3YILUX 10 TOPU30HTY, U B BBICOKOE
HeccTpacTHOe HEOO, CTAHOBUIIOCH SICHO, YTO HUUTOKHOCTb KYyUKH JIOJEH, JKUBYIIHMX, CTPAJAIONINAX 1
YMUpAIOIIMX Ha 3eMJIe, He KpacuBasi Tparnueckas ¢pasa, a mpocras 1 Jaxe cKy/aHas Ipasja.

JleTom ropsiuee CoJHIIE CTOSUIO HaJl CTETIbIO, 3UMOI OHA OJIEBAJIaCh XOJIOAHBIM OEJIbIM CaBaHOM,
B ’KapKKe HOUM HaJl Hel0 BCTAaBaJIM FOPBI TY4, M I'POM TOPXKECTBYIOLIE POKATHIBAJICS U3 KOHLIA B KOHEIl
YEepHOro MPOCTOpPa, HO BCEI/ia OHA ObLIa OIMHAKOBO YHBLIA, 3ara/IoYHa M YyK/ia YeJIOBEKY.

Korga nogpiMascs Betep, B CTENM BCTaBaJla MeJIKasi cyxas MblJIb 1 MEPTBBIM ITOTYHMILEM CEPBIX
IIPU3PAKOB HEYCTaHHO I11J1a Ha ropof. OHa GecIIyMHO caauiach Ha KPBIIXA U OKHA JJOMOB, JIOKUJIACH
Ha CTOsTYME BOJIBI PEKHU, MOKPbIBajia BECh TOPOJl MATKUM O€3BOJIbHBIM HAJIETOM, M TOIJAa OH Ka3aJics
TAaKMM K€ CTapbIM U BETXUM, Kak Mup. Bce ObIIO B HEM 0OTHOOOpa3HO 1 yOOIo, KaKk Ky4Ka Ipaxa, He
Pa3BESIHHOTO BETPOM.

VIMEeHHO B TaKOM CcepoM FOpOJUILKE MPEXkIE, YEM CPEAH 3eJIeHBIX I€PEB, PO30BbIX FOpP, CHHUX
MOpel 1 BEJIMKOJIETTHBIX 3[JaHUIi, MOIJIa 3aPOJUTHCS MBIC/Ib, BIIOCJIEICTBUU BbILIEIIAS B MUP U ITPO-
HEeCIIasACs MO JIMILY 3eMJIU, Kak OJIeTHbIN 3710BELUI PU3PAK CMEPTH.

Ckaua, OGpoleHHasi B Mope, ucdye3aer OecclieJHO, HO MaJIeHbKMI KaMellleK Ha MOBEPXHOCTH
CTOSIYEro Ipy/a JaJIeKo pa3roHseT Hem3OexHble Kpyru. U To, 4To Kaxaplil JeHb He3aMETHO CBepIIa-
eTCs B TPOXOTe OOJIBIION JKM3HH, 37€Ch JI0 IHA BCKOJIBIXHYJIO IYIIU U TIOKOJIE0aI0 MHOTHE YMBL.

INo3xke uckaau M HAUIM MPUYMHY B JiMIe Hekoero HaymoBa, HOBOro MHXeHepa Ha 3aBOJE
MecTHOro 6oraya ApOy3oBa. Bo3MOKHO, TEHb 3TOTO CyMpauHOTO YeJIOBEeKa JieryIa Ha KU3Hb, U, JIei-
CTBHUTEJIbHO, B Pa3BUTUH COOBITHH, B MX YCKOPEHMH OH Urpai Oofblnyio poib. Ho, misas BOKpyr
OTKPbITBIMM I71a3aMH, HEJIb3s1 HE BUJETh, YTO HMKaKas yesloBeYecKas BOJISI HE MOXKET HU Ha HOTy
puOaBUTh, HU HA WOTY yOaBUTb TOTO, YTO €CTh B JKM3HM, YTO PA3BUBAETCS U3 KOPHS, BPOCILETO B
caMyIo [NTyOUHY 3€MJIU, U YTO PaHbIIIe WU MO3XKe, TaK WX MHAue, IOJKHO NPUBECTU K HEM30EKHOMY
KOHLLY.

B Tummne 0ObIAEHHON KU3HU, B KPOIIOTJIMBOW CyeTe BEKOBEUHBIX YKJIAJOB JIABHO yXke 3pena
9Ta CTpaHHas W CTpalllHas KaracTpoda, HO ellle 3a TPU-YeThIpe Mecsla O Hee Bce Kazaloch Tak
OOBIYHO, M HUKTO HE CKa3aj Obl, YTO BOKPYT MPOUCXOAMUT MHOE, YeM TO, 4TOo ObUIO BUYepa. ['oposok
W3HBIBAJI OT apbl, TUXO, MEPTBO U CKYyYHO 11U1a OObIYHAS )KU3Hb.

De3HazexkHO M O3700IEHHO CKyYal M MaJIeHbKHMI CTyAEeHT UMK, TOPOIUIMBO OEKaBIIWH C
OJIHOTO ypOKa Ha JApyrom.

Crapslil OebIil KapTy3 C BBILBETIIIMM CHHUM OKOJIBIIIIEM MO CaMble YIIX CHJIE Ha €r0 OCTPOM
yeperie, MoJ] KOTOPbIM HEYCTaHHO CYETWJIMCh MbICIU. BOT yxe /1Ba rofa, Kak, BbICIaHHBIN U3 00JIb-
II0TO TOpOJia, OH 3aCTPs B 3TOM TOPOJMILKE, Oe3 BCAKOW HalekIbl KOrjaa-HUOyIb BHIOpAThCS, U
MIOTOMY HEHaBH/IEJ €T0 BCEMH CHJIaMH I, IO TOCKH, 10 Oonu. [ ie-To, pacchinasi MAJZTMOHBI HCKD,
CTOHS1 M TPOXO4Ya B MyKax M BOCTOpPrax, KyeTcs BeJInkasi 0oeBasi, yeJoBeuecKas )Kku3Hb, a 3[€Chb, TOYHO
OT HayaJsla BEKOB, HUKTO HE CJIbIXaJl TPOMKOI'O CJIOBA, HE BUJE OTKPBITOrO KUBOro juna. He To oHn
CIIAT, HE TO PUTAWINCh, HE TO U HE )KUBYT BOBCE, a TaK, IPOCTO KOIOLIATCSA, CJIOBHO Ky4yKa YepBeil,
OpolLIeHHas B MbLIb Y Kpasi JOPOTH.
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CorHIIe CTOSJIO MPSIMO HAJl TOPOAOM, M BO3IYX JIPOKaJl OT 5Kapbl, CTPYSCh BIOJIb 3a00POB 3bI0-
KOU yrapHoW AbIMKOU. JKaJikvie CKesleThl akalliii Ha IyCTHIHHOM OyJibBape OeCrOMOIIHO CBECHIIN
CBOM KOCTJISIBbIE BETKHM, U MO HUMH, UyThb JKHBasl, Jieasla UX yooras BbIcoXIasi TeHb. [louTn Bce
OKHA OBUTH 3aKPBITHI OT COJHIIA CTABHSIMU, U 9yBCTBOBAJIOCH, KAK TOMUTEJIBHO 3a/IbIXAI0TCS 32 HUMU
OT 3HOSI ¥ CKYKH TIOTHBIE, BslJIble, HE JyMalolyie, He YyBCTBYIOIIMe Toau. Bee kak Oyaro BeIMEpIIO,
1 J1a)ke BOPOObY He YMpuKamd. Ynxk, 00IMBasCh MOTOM, Oexkall 1Mo OyJIbBapy U pyrajcs:

— UYepru 3enensie!.. Hamo ke ObUIO BHICTPOUTH TOPOJ B TAKOM TPOKJIATOM MecTe... Jpyroro
yIJla He HaluM, nogymaenis!.. Kro ux tamm ciona?.. Beap ects ke Ha CBeTe U Jieca, U PeKH. .. Tak
HET ke, TOYHO Ha3No... VianoTsl HecyacTHble !

31002 aymma ero, U Xyke Bcero ObLIo TO, UTO 37100a Oblia OecripeaMeTHa. Ynk Jrydiie Koro-
HUOYIb IPyroro MOHUMAJ CJIOKHYIO CeTh HEOOXOIMMOCTH, KOTOpasi TAIIUT YeJIOBEKa U HE B TaKyIO
nyctbiHo. Eciu Ob ero cipocuny, Ynxk, He 3a1yMbIBasiCh, OTBETUI Obl, UTO U HE B 3TOM JIEJIO, UTO
YeJIOBEeK MOXKET XKUTh Be3[le, OCTaBasCh YEIOBEKOM B CAMOM IMMPOKOM M OOraToM CMBICIIE 3TOTO
cioBa. Ho 4to-T0 JaBmiio ero, CTaHOBSCh MEXAY HUM U COJHIIEM, BMECTO OyIyILEro MoKa3bIBaJIO
KaKyI0-TO CEepYIO IyCTOTY M BBI3bIBAJIO B HEM MOCTOSTHHYIO HEPBHYIO 3710CTh, UCTOYABIIYIO SIIT Ha BCE
OKpy’Kaloliee.

C npyroro koHIia OyinbBapa HaBcTpeuy Yrky 1ren yesoBek B hopMeHHOU ypakke. [Jo Toro
MYCTO ¥ MEPTBO OBUIO KPYroMm, UTO JIa)Ke HEMPUSATHBIM Ka3aJI0Ch KHUBOE UEJIOBEUECKOE JIUIIO CPeIH
MyCTOH 0O pHOM 6a3apHOH IJIONIAIU, HA KOTOPOW HEMOIBMKHO CTOSIIA KPacHbIe KUPIUYHBIE JIABKH
1 Oeible, TOYHO o0esa pacKajieHHbIe COTHIIEM IIEPKBH C OTPOMHBIMHU 3aMKaMU Ha TSKEJbIX, CJIOBHO
HABEKHU 3allepPThIX KeJIe3HBIX ABEPSIX.

Hecmotps Ha 6mm3opykocTh, Ynk elrle u3/1aid y3HaI 3HAKOMOTO Ka3HAYeHCKOro YNHOBHUKA
PrickoBa. PrICKOB 111e)1 MeI7IeHHO, Kak OyITO COBEpPIIIEHHO 0e33a00THO U JJaKe JISTKOMBICTIEHHO TIOMa-
XMBasl MAJIOUYKOW. UMK MOpaBHsUICS, PAaBHOLYIIHO B3IJISIHYI HA KEATOE JJIMHHOE JIMIIO C JIOIAIH-
HBIMH 3y0aMH 1 MaJIeHbKMMU O€CIIBETHBIMU I71a3KaMu, IPUITOAHSUT KapTy3 ¥ mobeskai qasblie. Pric-
KOB, TTIOMaX1Bast MAJIOYKOM, TOITIe]T B OIHY CTOPOHY, a Ynk elre OoJIbilie 3aTOPOnuics B Apyryo. M
Heuero ObUIO CKa3aTh APYT OPYTY.

Ecnu Gbl MaJIeHBKUI CTYIEHT BHUMATEJIbHEee BIJIsiesicsl Obl B JIUIIO PhICKOBa, OH IOpa3uiics Obl
€ro BBIPXXEHUIO: MAJICHbKHE TYCKJIbIe I71a3KH Ka3HAYEHCKOro YNHOBHUKA CMOTPEN HETTOABUKHO, HO
B HUX 3aCTbUIa HANpsIKeHHasi, OKaMeHeBIasi MbICiIb. 1 pasMepeHHOe JBUKEHHE ero JUIMHHBIX HOT,
Y HETOJBMKHOCTD MTPUTIOIHSTOrO JIAIa ObUT MEPTBHI U KYTKH, Kak y aBToMmara. Kazanock, oH uzaer
¥ BEYHO OyJeT MITH, KaK 3aBe/IeHHas] MalllFHa, TIOKa 9y’asi BOJIsI HE OCTAaHOBUT €ro U He YOepeT C
JOpOTH, KaK HUKOMY He HYXHYIO, TJIYITYI0 3aBOAHYIO UTPYIIKY.

Ho Ywmxy Bce Ha10eJ10 B 3TOM MPOKJIATOM ropoze. EMy ka3zanoch, 4T0 HUYEro 3/1€Ch HE MOKET
ObITh, KPOME CaMOW MUPHOH 0OBIBATENILCKOM TONLTOCTH. [IpUTOM OH UCKpeHHe npe3upail PrickoBa,
KaK TIpe3upall BceX JIONIeH, KUBYIIMX BHE Kpyra ero yoexaeHui. JIMo Ka3HayercKoro YMHOBHUKA
TOJIBKO BBI3BAJIO Y HErO HOBBIH MPUJIMB CKYYaIOIIEeH 37I0CTH.

«Benp BOT, kuBeT Toke!.. — C MAIIMHAJIBHBIM pa3pakeHueM rnogyman Yk, BHITUpast MOT C
no6seaHeBIIero 16a. — M moau, nomymaenib, 4to Benukoe aeno aeraer!.. Llensiil qeHs B moty, C
MyXaMH, TUIIET YepT ero 3HaeT 4To, CrudaeTcs rnepej KazHayeeM, yBaxaeT CTapiiero Oyxrairepa. . .
[ToTom rynsier o Oy;bBapy ¢ JEBUIIAMH, TIOKA HE OCYACTIIMBUT OJHY U3 HUX U HE POIUT TOJIII0KHBI
HOBBIX Ka3HAUYeHCKUX YMHOBHUKOB U Jake — O, CYacThe! — OJHOro crapiiero Oyxrairepa... A Ko
eMy 4epT 3TOT crapiuii Oyxranrep?.. M Kak oH He yIaBUTCs, YepT €ro 3Haer...»

Unxy Ka3zanock, YTO OH HE BBUKMII Obl M TPEX JHEH TaKOW KU3HM.

A 03710071€HHBIE MBICIT CTPEMHTENBHO OeXalu Janblie, U caM YK MmouTu He 3aMedall Ux:
«XOTb OBl YTO-HUOYAB!.. XOTh OBl 3eMJyIeTpsiceHue, uTo u!.. Beap ObIBAIOT e rae-To 3emieTpsice-
Hus. .. [oBOpAT, Katactpoda. .. ko uept! He katactpoda, a 6rarogars: joma BaIsITCs, 3eMJIsI KOJTbI-
IIeTCs1, KEHITMHBI OETyT HArUuIIIOM, BCe 3a0BIBAIOT O TOM, KTO OHU U MIOYEMY U B KaKUX CMBICTIaX. ..
TyT Tebe U caMONOKXEepTBOBAHUS, ¥ TPadEk... TaM KOTO-TO CIIACH, TaM KOTO-TO IO IITyMOK M3Ha-
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CHJIOBAJIH. .. Becesio!.. § 3emuieTpsicerHnio paj ObuT Obl, a He TO, 9To Obl TaM. .. Katactpoda! A 310 He
Karactpoda, YTO MUJUTMOHBI JTI0fIeN BIaJaloT B coctossHue TpynoB?.. Tedy!»

Urx gaxe IUTIOHYT OT 37I0CTH M HEOXKUAAHHO OCTAHOBUIICS!.

«PaHo elnie k Kynedyeckum 4ajiam... 3aiTv K JlaBueHko, 4ro jau?»

U eme He pemmB, cTOUT JiM, UMK MAIIMHAIBHO CBEPHYJI B IEPEYJIOK, OTBOPHIT KAJIUTKY U BOLIE
B OOJIBINION, 3aPOCIIUH MBITFHOW TPaBOW JABOP.

U cpazy crasno emy Tak CKy4HO, TOYHO Iepeji STUM ObLIO yxkacHO Becesio. OH gaxe XoTes MoBep-
HYTb 00paTHO, HO Tak ObIBAJIO KaXblil IEHb, U, KaK Bceraa, Ynk TOCKIMBO MaxHyJI PyKOH U TI0 MTpo-
TONTAaHHOMW B TpaBe JOPOKKE C Ope3rMBBIM BUIOM TOMIEN K TOIyOoMy OONyIIEHHOMY (hJIUTeNTbKY,
CTOSIBIIIEMY B caMoOU rityOuHe nBopa. ['1e-To monq ambapom 3anasiyia codaka, HO He BblIe3Jia Ha Kapy.
Tpu KypHILIbl M OJJVH TETYX, HAaXOXJIMBIIMCh, CUJIENTN B TEHU 1071 3a00poM. 3a (ruresieM COHHO TOp-
YaJv MIbUTBHBIE IEPEBbsI Cafia.

Uk BoIIEN B TEMHBIE CEHU, HAILIAPKJT PYUKY ABEPH U, HE TIOCTYYaBIINCh, IATHY B OOJBIIYIO
IPA3HYI0 KOMHATY, Tjie ObUIO MPOXJIaJAHO U THXO0, KaK B morpede. bpocuiuck emy B 171a3a JiBe HeyO-
paHHBIE KPOBATH C I'PSA3HBIMA CKOMKAHHBIMU ITPOCTBIHSIMH, OYTHIIKY MTUBA HA MIOJOKOHHUKE, OKYPKH,
pacTpenaHHble KHUTH U ellle KaKOW-TO XJIaM, TepHeIMBO BBINISAIBABIINI M3-TI0/ MET/IbI, OpOIIIeH-
HOU MIPsIMO MOCPEIN KOMHATHI.

JIBa cTyeHTa CUeNH 3a CTOJIMKOM U MOJTYa COCPEAOTOYEHHO CMOTPEJIH Ha IIaXMAaTHYIO TOCKY.
WX xocmarble TooBbl ObLTA HU3KO CKJIOHEHBI, IIMPOKKE MOJIOJbIE TUIEUH MOBUCIH OT JOJITOTO CHJle-
HUSL.

— OnATh CHIAT, MPOKJISATHIE XJIOMIIbI! HE TO HIYTsI, HE TO C ICKPEHHUM HErojIoBaHMEM CKa3asl
Yumx, craBs najiky B yroi. — He Hagoeno emie?

Ob6a maxmaTucTa MOAHSIIN TOJMOBbI, He IJIsi/sl, POTSHYIM PYKH U OISITh YCTaBHIIUCh B CBOM
IIaXMaThl.

— Ha u xapa, ueptr ee Bo3bMu! IluBa nagure? — cnpocun Ymk, CHUMast KapTy3 U BbITUpasi
MOOJIEAHEBILINIA OT Kapbl M YCTAIOCTH J100. MOKpBIE BOJIOCHI CIIUIUTUCH M TOPYAJIM y HETO Ha TOJI0BE
HEJICTIBIM MITHYbUM XOXOJIKOM, KaK Y HACTOSIIIETO UMKHKA.

OpnuH 13 UTPOKOB MOJTYA TKHYJI MATBIIEM B OYTHIIKM HA OKHE U YTO-TO MIEpEeCTaBUII Ha JIOCKE.

— 310poBO! — JIEHUBBIM 0acoM 3aMeTHI APyroi. Ynk HaWI ceOe TOMHBIN, YyTh HE C BEPXOM,
CTaKaH MYBa U JO0JT0, 3all0eM, TSHYJ BKYCHYIO XOJIOIHYI0 Biary. [laxe B ropie y Hero 3a0ysibKaio
OT HACJIAXICHUSI.

— VX, xoporro! — ckazayi oH, 00TUpast MOKpbIe YChbl. — JIaBUICHKO, ra3eThl Oy YT’

— 3re, — He IS5, OTBEYAJl IIMPOKOIIEUNIl U KPACUBbIM CTYJEHT, Ha IIMPOKUX IUIeYax KOTO-
poro MoJMHSIas CUTIIeBast pyOalika jiexana Kak oonutas. ToYHO 1o Hel ObUTH He TIJIeYH YejioBe-
YecKue, a MOTY4YHe MYCKYJIbl UyT'YHHOM CTaTyH.

— Mumika, rae rasersl? — HACTOMYMBO MpHUCTaBal UMK, KOTOPOMY OBUIO CKYYHO M JIOCAJIHO,
YTO APYTUe 3aHSATHI, KOTJa eMy HEeYero Jenarh.

Xynoit Murika nojHsIT CBETJIOBOJIOCYI0 YMHYIO TOJIOBY, IOCMOTPEJ 33 AyMUYUBBIMUA 1 HEMHOT'O
I'PYCTHBIMHU IJI1a3aMH B MOTOJIOK U CKa3aJ:

— Ilox kpoBartsio.

Unx IUTIOHYI, AEMOHCTPATUBHO TI0JIE3 MOl KPOBaTh, BHITPSXHYJ U3 Ta3€THBIX JIMCTOB OKYPKH
Y COp, CeJl Y OKHA U CTaJl YUTaTb.

Bbi1o coBceM TUXO, U Ta TPOMO3/KAasl, KPUKJIMBAsS KU3Hb, O KOTOPOW KPUYAJIU ra3eThl, ObUia
JAJIEKO OT STOU IyCTOM TPSA3HON KOMHATBI. 32 OKHOM IIIEBETWIUCh BETKH, 3€JIEHbIE TEH! XOWIU IO
MOTOJNKY. [ 71e-To GIM3KO BOMPOCUTENIBHO YMPUKHYI BOPOOE U, TOYHO YAWBUBIIUCH YEMY-TO, 3aMOJI-
yail. Ynxk menecren razetoil, Muiika u JlaBuieHKO MOJT4a CMOTPEJH Ha IIaXMaTHYIO OCKY. MajeHb-
KHe ToueHble (PUIypKHU Ha OCKE MMENM CTPAHHBIN W 3araJIouHbId BUJI, ¥ TIOXOXKKE, U HEe TIOXOXKKe
Ha KaKWX-TO TAWHCTBEHHBIX YEJIOBEUKOB, JKUBYIIUX CBOEW OCOOEHHOU, CEphe3HOM, MPABWIILHON U
CJIOKHOU KU3HBIO.
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Uk yrTaNI COCPEIOTOYEHHO, TPUBBIYHON PYKOH JIOBKO TIepeBOpaurBasi 6obIime JucTsl. THO-
I71a OH HAIMBaJI ceOe MUBa, Me/IJIEHHO BHIMUBAJ, ITyOOKO NOTpykasi B TIEHY YCbI, U OTISITh YITyOJIsiICs
B Tasery.

[Nepen HYIM B KOPOTKHMX MEYATHBIX CTPOKAX pa3BOPAYMBAIIACh MIECTPasi U TsiKesast sKU3Hb OOJIb-
moro mupa. ’Kusomy BooOpaxeHuio Unxka, 3aTepsSHHOrO B MAJIEHbKOM COHHOM TOPOJIKE, OHA TIpeI-
CTaBJISLJIACh SIPKO M OTUeTIMBO. UnTast, OH Kak Oy/ITo Obl BUIEI Miepe]] COO0M BCeX ITUX JKYPHAJMCTOB,
KOTOpbIE TMUIIYT, KPECThsIH, KOTOPHIE TONOAAIOT, JEMyTaTOB, KOTOpPBIE CIIOPAT, Maladeil, KOTopbie
BEIIAOT, ¥ UMIEPATOPOB, KOTOPbIE TOPKECTBEHHO M YMHHO, KaK B OajieTe, pacKJIaHUBAIOTCS JPyT
nepes Apyrom.

Bce emme TaHynmack 3Ta OrpoMHas maxmarHasi apTus, B KOTOpPOi moOea NepexoquT U3 PyK B
PYKHU ¥ B KOTOPOH, Kak Obl HM ObUIO Oe3HA/ICKHO TIOJIOKEHUE TOW WM IPYTOl CTOPOHBI, CMyTHO, HO
Hen30eKHO HaMe4aeTcsl IOCTOSIHHASI BEUHAST HIUbSI.

Ho maneHbk#ii CTyIeHT He BUJEJ 9TOro ceporo urora. EMy ka3anock, 4To KOJIeco UCTOpPUH He
KPY)XUTCS, a KATUTCS BIiepe], Bce COKpyIasi o myTu. OH ObLT yOeK/IeH, UTO JKU3HDb YeJIoBeUecKast
TOJIBKO BUEPA U CETO/IHsI, MOXKET OBITh 3aBTPa, UMEET TAKOW XaOTUUECKHIA Oe3HAIeKHBIN XapakTep. A
TaM IPUJIET KaKasi-TO BEJIMKAs BOJIHA, CMOET Oe3 cJiefia BCe CTapoe U IPsI3HOE, M BOIIAPUTCS CTPOMHOE,
MaTeMaTU4YEeCKU CIIPAaBEAIMBOE CUYACThE, B KOTOPOM U OH, MAJIEHbKUI BBICIAHHBIN CTYAEHT, KPOXOT-
HBIl CMEPTHBIN YeJIOBEYEK, UMEET KaKylo-TO CBOIO JIOJIO, CBOM CMBICI U CBOM JIOJT.

U Bce, 4TO COBEpIIATIOCH B 9TY MUHYTY, BCE, O Y€M C MIEHOW Y pTa KPUYAJIU Ia3eThl, BOJTHOBAJIO
1 BO3MYyLIJIO ero. — Yept 3HaeT 4to Takoe... [laBuneHko, Tel unutai: B Camape... — TpOMKO U BO3-
OyxJIeHHO Haval Ywk.

— 3! Yepr!.. Onate nposeBai! — ¢ 1ocanoil ckazan Mulllka 1 3aiBUrajcsi Ha CTyJse, epolia
CBOM CITyTaQHHBIE CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI.

— A TbI He 3eBaii, He B 0aOKU Wrpaeliib, — 3aMeTus1 JlaBuIeHKO.

Uwmx ¢ 1ocaiofl ¥ yKOPU3HOH IMOCMOTPEIT Ha HUX, PE3PUTENIBHO MOXKaJ IIeYaMK U HaJIAJI ITHBA.

— Yro TyT emy caenaTb XOpOIIero? — pa3ayM4uMBO TOBOpHJI MHIIKa, [efasi MeuTaTeIbHbIe
ra3a. OH nogymail, moyecal 3a yXoM, YTO-TO NIEPECTABUI Ha JJOCKE U CKa3ajl OuYeHb HEPEIINUTEIbHO:

— ax!

Umx B3n0xHYA. EMy BIpyr nmokasanock, 4to nosenieHre B Camape ceMu 4esioBeK BOBCE YK U
He Takoe Oosbinoe aeno. [IpencraBuiiuck 3TM ceMb YeloBeK Bpoje PrickoBa, Murtiku v [laBuieHKO.
VHBUIO ¥ CKYYHO TJISIHY/IM HA HEro WX JIMIA, ¥ MEJIbKHYJIA TOYTH HEOCO3HAHHAS MBICITb, UTO €CIIU UX
MOBECUJIU, TO U YePT C HUMH.

MarneHbKHii CTYIeHT CJIOJKIJI Fa3eThl U BCTaJl C OPEe3IJIMBBIM BUIOM.

— Hy, s moiiny, — cka3ay oH, HU K KOMY, COOCTBEHHO, He 0Opaliasich, U B3sUI U3 yIJIa CBOKO
MaJIKy.

Nrpoku He NOnHAIN TOJIOB.

CUHEHbKUI JHIMOK BWJICSI HAJI HUMU, HATIOMHMHAS CTPYUKHU MOrpedaIbHOTO JIaJjaHa. 3eJIeHble
TeHU 0e33BYYHO XOIAMJIM TIO TIOTOJIKY, TOYHO KOJIYS.

Urx onsaTh meperien 3apoCHIUi MyCTBIHHBIM IBOp, OMSATH YCJIBIXaJ BSUIBIA cOoOauwii Jiau,
MOCMOTpEJI Ha TPeX Kyp M OIHOTO TIeTyXa Mojl 3a00pOM U, BBIXO/ISI HA YIUILY, MAIIMHAJIBHO TTOAYMAJ:

«A TIOTEIOT JI1 Kyphbl 7»

OTa MBICIIb 3aHs1Ia ero A0 cTpaHHocTU. OH JOJTO CTapaics MPUIIOMHUTD, MBICIIEHHO TepeITu-
CTaJl Ky4y KHHMT, TIONBITAJICS B3SITh JIOTMKOM, TOTOM BOOOpaKeHHEM, U TOJIBKO MPUS K BBIBOAY, UTO
KYypPbI IOJUKHBI TIOTETh, HO MOTHASI KypHIIa — BElllb COBEPIIIEHHO HeJlernasi, OOMHUJICS, ¢ OSIIEHCTBOM
TUTIOHYJT M BBIOEIKAJT U3 TIepeyJIKa.
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IT

Crano kak Oyaro eme kapye. Boayx apoxan u ropen 6enbiM oraem. Kasasock, Best 3emuis
MpUTanIach, He CMesl IMOUIEBEJMTHCS IOJ YKACHBIM COJHEYHBIM THEBOM. UMk ele He ycreln
BBIOpAThCs U3 TepeyiKa, Kak MOT yKe HA30MIMBO M JIMIKO MoOex)a co Jida, OBUC HA PECHUIIAX U
eIKMMH CTPYHKaMH MOKaTHUJICS Ha TyObl ¥ OOBHUCIIHE YChI. B T1a3ax nmoteMHesno, B BUCKaX 3acTyvaiu
TBEp/AbIE MOJIOTHL. UMK NpUILIET B OTYasHUE.

— VaaButbcs, 4TO J1d, Ha BpeMmsi!

W pemwn 3aiitu B Kity0.

Benbiii TByX3TakHBIN I0M KJiyOa ObUT TyCT W MpoxjafeH. B packpbiTie ABepu OMOIUOTEKH
CTPOMHBIMU PsIIaMH BUIHEIUCH KaK OyTO HIKOMY He HY’KHbIE KHUTH. 32 CTEKJIaMU CTPOTo OJiecTenu
UX 30JI0ThI€ Ha3BaHUs M CYpOBO CMOTPENIM B MYCThIE 3ajibl. B KApTOUHONM BBIKMIATENBHO 3€JIeHENN
JoMOepHbIe CTOJMKH. BBUIO THXO, KaK B IIEPKBH, U TOJIBKO B Oy(heTe OTPHIBUCTO 3BSIKATN TAPEIKH.
Uux nmoBecus1 KapTy3 Ha BeIIaJIKy, [I€ BHUCEJA TOJBKO OfIHA, XOPOILIO 3HAKOMas IIsna JAOKTOpa
ApHOIBIY, U Yepe3 3aJ1, MUMO TOHKOHOTMX JIOMOEPHBIX CTOJIMKOB TOIIEN B CTOJIOBYIO.

Hoktop ApHombau ObuT TaM. ['paMHUMK BOAKH CTOSUT TIEpe] HUM, U OTPOMHasl, 33/IbIXaloIa-
sICS1 OT >Kaphl Tyllla JOKTOPa B 4YECYYOBOM ITPOCTOPHOM IPOMOKIIIEM MOJ] MbIIIKaMH MUAKAKE TOIJIO-
I11aj1a YTo-TO KUPHOE, OOIUTOE CMETAHOM M KUIKUM XpeHOM. Tyro 3aBsi3aHHBIE HA 3aTHUIKE KOHIIBI
HaKpaxXMaJICHHOW caJipeTKH TOpUYad, CJIOBHO KaOaHbH YIIIH.

— 3apaBcTBYNTE, JOKTOP, — cKazan Yuk. JJoKTOp ApHOJIBIY YTO-TO IPOIBIXTEN, O TOJICTYIO
MSTKYIO, KaK y apxuepesi, pyKy Y CIIpOCWJI, TOKa3bIBasl IJ1a3aMu:

— Bonku?

— A Hy ee!.. B Takylo xkapy Ja elle BOAKY UTh! — ¢ HErOlOBaHUEM OTMaxHyJcs Unxk.

— OnHy? — poNBIXTEN JOKTOP.

— Her, ciacu6o! — ¢ pemmrenbHBIM OTBpAIIEHHEM TTOKpUBIIICS UMK, B3sUT CTYJI U CEJT IPOTUB
JOKTOpA.

B oTkpbITOe OKHO emy ObUT BUJEH OOMMPHBIN TOKApHBIA ABOp. OTTYy/Aa IyITHO Maxjio pa3o-
MIPEeJIbIM HABO30OM M MBLTbHBIM CeHOM. [1of1 ITTMHHBIM HaBECOM CTOSUIA OOYKH ¢ OECITIOMOIIIHO 3aIpaH-
HBIMH OIJIOOJISIMU U, KA3aJI0Ch, TOKE U3HBIBAIM OT kKapbl. SIpKo Oecten Ha cTon0e MeTHbINA KOJIOKOJ,
Y JIJIMHHAs1 BEpeBKa BUCEJIa U3 HEr0, TOYHO BBICYHYTHIN SI3BIK.

— Kapko, — npousnec Yumx.

— [a, Tenyo. .. — NponbIXTea JOKTOP U MOCTyYasl O TapesKy.

3acrnaHHbIN J1akel, B3JIOXMAUYE€HHBIN TaK, CJIOBHO €ro TOJILKO YTO KPEIKO OTTACKAJIM 32 BOJIOCHI,
MeTHYJICs1 ObUTO OT Oy(pera, HO MO JOpOre BCIOMHWI, YTO TPeOyeTcs, ¥, BEPHYBIIUCH 3a CTOMKY,
MIPUHSICS 3aJIMBAaTh CMETAHON HOBYIO TIOPLIMIO XOJIOZHOTO MIOPOCEHKA.

— Ckaxure, JOKTOp, — Hayasl UMK CKyYalolluM U axe NPUJAMPUYUBBIM TOHOM, — HEYKEJIM BaM
elle He HaJoena 3Ta yeproBa Apipa’.. Beipb BBl yke JIeT 1ecATh TYT TOPYMTE. ..

— CeMHa11aTh, — MOMPABIJI JOKTOP, BHIBUIMBAS HA TAPEJIKy HOTY MTOPOCEHKA M OOMIIBHO CMa-
3bIBasi €€ CMETaHOM.

Uux JocaivuBo JBUHYJI CKY/IaMU U OTBEPHYJICS. XOTSl €My BOBCE HE XOTEJIOCh €CThb, HO CIIIOHA
BCe-TaKH 3aleKkoTaia Bo pry. OH ocMoTpes1 Ha MOKapHbIil 1BOP, IOTOM Ha O'POMHOTI0, 33/1bIXal0-
IIErocst OT COOCTBEHHOW TYYHOCTH JOKTOpa U 3aaymalics. becripenmerHas TpycThb IIeBesIbHYIACH B
HEM.

JOKTOp ApPHOJBAM HAJIWI PIOMKY BOIKH, JI0JITO, MPUILYPUB OIUH I71a3, pacCMaTpUBal ee Ha
CBET M CKa3aJl C HEMIOHATHBIM BbIPa)KCHUEM:

— Hekypa naru. ..

— Kak nekyna? — B3Busrnyn Ymk. — [la orciona xotb B Cuoups!

— Her, B Cubupu eine xyxe, — paBHOAYIIIHO BO3PA3WII JIOKTOP APHOJIB/IH.
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Yux cmerascs.

— Hy, ne B Cubupb, koHeuHo... Ho... Beapb Bbl 4eJIOBEeK OAMHOKUIA, B CPEICTBAX, KAKETCs, He
HYK/Ia€TeCh. . . TIOeXaJy Obl 32 TPAHUILY, YTO JIH.

— Yero s Tam He BUIeN? — cKa3asl JOKTOP ApPHOJIBIM, BHITHpasi cajaeTKOl KUpHbIie, OpUTHIE,
KaK y CTaporo akrtepa, ryobl.

— Kak vero? Huvero Bbl He Buanm!

— Bce Buzen, — IEHUBO MPONBIXTEN JOKTOP.

— Hanpumep?

— la Bce, 4TO €CTb. .. Hy, JIIO/IEH, TeaTpbl, KEJIE3HbIE JOPOTH. .. S BCE BUJEIL.

— Hagetock, Bbl HE XOTUTE CKa3aTb, YTO BUJIENN BCIO BCEJIEHHYIO? — 3aJ0pPHO crpocui Ymk.

— Ioxainyii, — XJIJaTHOKPOBHO COTJIaCUIICS JOKTOP.

— Bor 1e u pa3! — ¢ NCKpeHHNM YIMBICHUEM BOCKJIMKHYJ UMK, JIIOOOMBITHO MOCMOTPE Ha
JOKTOpa U 3aCMESIICA.

JlOKTOp ApHOJIBIM OTOABHUHYJ TapesKy, aKkKypaTHO CJIOKUJ Cali(peTKy W CAesal B CTOPOHY
Oydera 4uTO-TO, OUYEHb IMOXOXee HAa MACOHCKHMH 3HakK. JIOMKHO OBbITh, 3[€Ch BCE 3HAKH JTOKTOPA
ApHOIBIY OBUTH MOHSATHBI, TIOTOMY YTO JIaKel MOMEHTAJILHO MOj1asl Oy THUIKY TIMBA.

— Beimbete? — cripocui JOKTOP.

— IluBa BeIIBIO C ynoOBONbCTBUEM! — cornacuiics Yuk.

JIoKTOp HaJIWJI IBa CTAaKaHa, U, TOKa OH HAJIMBAJ, 00a BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPEJIH, KaK B 3a1I0TEB-
IIIeM CTeKJIe KEeJITHIMA OTOHbKaMM 3aurpaja BKYCHas, XOJOQHas, Kak e, Biaara. Jaxe kak Oyaro
CTaJIo MpOXJIaHee.

— Tak Buaenu BceneHHy0? — pa3BeCEIMBILIUCh, CIIPOCHIT YMK.

Emy xotenock nmocMesATbCs Haj, JOKTOPOM.

— Bunure 1. .. — ¢ HOMHENIIMM OTCYTCTBUEM KaKOTO-JIMOO OKUBJICHUS B MAJICHBKHUX, 3aTLIbIB-
IIMX, HO YMHBIX I71a3KaX OTBETUJI IOKTOP APHOJIBIH, — BCEJIEHHYIO 51, KOHEYHO, HEe 0003peBaJl. .. s
3TOr0 HAJIO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO BpEMEHH U Tpyda... Ho y MeHs ecTb 0 Hell HeKOTOopoe Mpe/ICTaBIeHHE,
HY, ¥ JOCTaTOYHO C MEHH. ..

— Hy, Her... 3T0ro caMIKoM HeJOCTaTOYHO! — YBEPEHHO U C YyBCTBOM IIPEBOCXO/CTBA BO3pa-
3un Ymk. — [leso He B 001IeM Npe/ICTaB/IeHNH, a B CAMBIX JIeTasIsIX XKU3HU U puponsl... Kpacora
MMEHHO B pa3HOOOpa3nu Kpacok, (hopm, oObruaeB. .. Bbl 3T0ro He monnmaere?

— 51 Bce moHMMal0, — paBHOAYILIHO BO3Pa3WJi JOKTOP APHOJIBAN, — HO TOJILKO B MOe! (paHTa3uu
1 TO OOJIBITIe Pa3HOOOpa3Hs.

— Kak?

— Jla tak... mpocro. Yto ke tam? Mope Bceraa cMHee WM 3€JIeHOe, a 1 MOT'y IpeJICTaBUTh
cebe MOpe XOTh BO BCe IBeTa paayru... ECTh BOT Takoe MOITHYECKOE OIUCAHKUE YEPHOTO 03epa, B
KOTOPOM JKHJIH 3€JIeHbIe PYCAJIKH. .. 03ep0 OblIo Ge310HHOE. .. uTO K!.. [0BOPAT, DBEpecT B BOCEMb
BEPCT BHIIIMHOM, a 51 MOTY ceOe MpeCTaBUTh ropy B CTO pa3 Oosbliie DBepecta. .. B ckazkax ObBaOT
XpYCTaJIbHbIE 3aMKH, MOJIOYHBIE PEKU, TOBOPSILUE MTHILIBI. .. YTO K.

— Hy, ckazku! — npotsanyn Yux Gpe3rivso.

— Bce paBHo... Pagoct Mano, — MaxHyJ1 pyKoO# TOJICTHIN AOKTOP. Ynxk nogymai.

— A moau?.. [Ipyrue nopsiaky, HpaBbl, TUNBL. .. Bac 310 He npuBiekaer?

Her, — B0 OTBETUIT JOKTOP APHOJBIY, — KaKKe TaM nopsiaku?.. Besne 6opbOa 3a cyrecTBo-
BaHMe ¥ TOMY Mo100Hoe. .. 3Hat0. CTapas mTyKa Ha HOBBIH Jaj, a sl He peOeHoK... M Be3ne oquHa-
KOBO CKBEpPHO U TI0-CBOEMY CKYYHO. .. JIa U HE M0-CBOEMY, a TaK, BOOOIIEe CKYYHO.

— Tax yro, 1151 Bac BCce OMMHAKOBBI?

— A uto x? Koneuno. Besikuil uesioBek cMepTeid, U BCAKUI He YIOBJIETBOPEH CBOE KU3HBIO, a
IIOTOM. .. HY, OAMH HOCUT LIWJIMHJP, APYTOM JIAITH, TPETUI HATMILIOM XOIMT. .. HE BCE JIU MHE — PABHO.

Uux ¢ HErogoBaHUEM CITylIaJl TOJICTOrO JIOKTOPA, U €r0 OCTPOE NTUYbE JIMLIO BBIPAXKAJIO Mpe-
3pUTENIBHOE COXAJIEHUE O MEPTBOM UEJIOBEKE.

10
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— Hy, xopormo... — kak Obl ke CHUCXO/S A0 MPOAO/DKEHHUsT pa3roBopa, cKkasal OH, — a KyJlb-
Typa?.. BoH Tam yxe JieTaioT. .. Bbl 3HaeTe?
— Jletaior?

— Jla! — camOIOBOJIBHO OTBETHI UMK, TOYHO YCTIEXU BO3IYXOIUIABAHMS OT HETO 3aBUCEJIH.

— Hy u iyctb ceGe neratot. Bee paBHO fajieko He yleTsrT. . .

JIOKTOp cKa3aj 3TO TaKMM Oe3Ha[ekKHO CKYYHBIM TOHOM, UTO UMK MOTEpsul BCAKYIO OXOTY
MPOJOJIKATh Pa3roBOp.

Bce 310 OBUIO €My COBEpPIIIEHHO YyK/0 U HEMOHATHO. OH Jae He MOBEPUII HICKPEHHOCTH JOK-
TOpA.

«[IpocTto neHb poccuiickasi, MaTyIKa, ofosesnal» — Ope3rJIMBO MOayMall OH.

I[HH MAJICHBKOI'O CTYJEHTA )KU3Hb 6bIHa KHUIICHUE, a ITpUpoJa — HEUCUEpIIaeMasi COKpOBHUIITHUIIA
6orarcTBa 1 KpacoTsl. Kak GetHOMY 4enoBeKy, He BUAEBIIEMY JIPYroro JBOpLa, KpoMme Moiypas3Ba-
JIMBIIETOCsI JOMa pa3opUBIIErocst 6aprHa, KaxkeTcsl, YTO Ha CBETEe HE MOKET ObITh HUYEro Ooraue u
KpacuBee, Tak YKy Ka3zanaoch, 4To 3eMJIsl C ee TOyOeHbKUMHU MOPSIMU, KyAPSIBBIMU JePEBLIAMH U
PO30BEHBKMMH TOPKAMHU €CTh BEHEIl KPacOThI U BeJMUMs. MBICIb €ro moj3asa 1o 3eMje U He MOrJa
MOOHATHCA BBBICh, T[4, I1€ 6C3FpaHI/I‘IHbIe IMPOCTPAHCTBA, BEUYHBIA KpI/ICTEUIbeIfI X0JI04, MUJUTHUAapAbl
CBEpKAloIMX CBECTUII U BEJIIMKasd, MOrydad HCIIOABUKHOCTb BEYHOCTH.

W yubutas 6eccMpIciieHHast yesloBeuecKas KU3Hb BO30yXkJajla B HEM MpekyioHeHue. ['omoBa
ero ropesna, Korga oH JyMas o 00opbOe HapOALIEB C UX KPOIIEUYHBIMU, COOCTBEHHOU IJTYTIOCTHIO BO3-
JIBUTHYTHIMHU JIECTIOTAMH, O HayKe, CTPOsIIIel KOpaOIMKY U BpavdyIoIlei BOIAbIPH, 00 UCKYCCTBE, N30
BCEX CHJI CTapaloIeMcst TpuOIM3nThes K ipupose. To cTpacTHOe, B CYIITHOCTH MaJjio MOHATHOE eMy
CaMOMy BOJIHEHHE, KOTOPOE UCIIBITBIBAI OH, MeUTasi O HOBBIX (pOpMax KMU3HHU, OOPEUEHHBIX B CBOE
BpeMs TaK ke YUTH B TyMaH IPOIILJIOro, Kak MIJLTHOHBI MPesk/ie ObIBIINX, Ka3aJ0Ch €My UCTHHHOW
MYIPOCThIO. UMK yMal, uTo, ecii Obl He CTyJaiiHble 0OCTOSTENbCTBA, €U Obl OH MOT JKUTh CPEeH
KaMEHHBIX JIOMOB, BOJIM3H JKEJIE3HBIX JIOPOT U OOJIBIIOrO KOJIMYECTBA JIOAEH, B €r0 CyIIeCTBOBAHUM
He ObLIO OBl MyCTOrO MeCTa, He 3arlOJTHEHHOTO MEePeKMBAHUSMU BBICILIETO MOPS/IKA U JIeIaMU TPO-
MaJTHOM Ba)XHOCTU Ha CYACThE YEI0BEYECTBA.

Teneps KU3Hb €ro OblTa OecliesybHa, ITyMa U CKy4YHa, HO B TOM, YTO OHA MPOXOAMJIA, KaK TyMaH
HaJ| CTernblo, M0 ero MHEeHUIO, OblJJa BUHOBATA HE OHA, & MAJICHbKUI TOPOIOK, JKaHAAPMBbI, TOJICTHIH
JOKTOP. ..

Urx BHUMATEJIbHO, TOUHO YBUEB B MEPBBIN pa3, OCMOTPEN Ha JOKTOpa ApPHOJIBIN, COHHO
TSHYBILIETO XOJIOZHOE MUBO, U MOYyMAJ:

«A Besb ObLT YesioBek .. [oBopsT, AecATh JieT B cchbuTke TpoBelt. .. ['ne Bce?.. Toncr, oOxupa-
€TCA IOPOCEHKOM I10J XPEHOM, IILCT ITMBO WU IOXOAA CIIUT... Ecte mm Y HETO XOTb MBIC/IM KAaKHEC-
HUOY/Ib, WU 3TO TaK, OMHO IpocToe 6opmoTaHue?.. Heykenr HeCKOIBKO JIeT TPOBUHIMATLHON THHBI
MOTI'YT TaK 3aTAHYTb U UICKOBECPKATb yejioBeka?..»

W Ymxy Brpyr crano xyTko. OH IPUIIOMHIIL, YTO TIOPOM €My CaMOMY BCE CTAHOBUTCSI B BBICO-
KO cTeneHr O6e3pa3inyHo, U ObIBAIOT THU, KOTJ[a HE XOUeTCs] HA YUTaTh, HU TOBOPHUTh, HU pabOTaTh,
HU JyMarb.

«OmnyckaTbcsl HAUMHAIO! — C BHYTPEHHUM XOJIOKOM MoAyMas oH. — Hasio B34Th ce0si B pyKu».

W BcriomHMA erie, yTo 3a0bLT nepenarh JaBUIEHKO JUTepaTypy Ui NapTUHHBIX padoduXx C
apOy30BCKOTO 3aBO/IA.

JIOKTOp OMSATh HAJIWII MMBA, HO UMKy BAPYT ONPOTUBEJIO BCE: U IOKTOP, U MTMBO, U 3aCIIaHHBIN
JIaKkey, U TIOKapHBIM IBOP, MUPHO APEMITIOLINI 1107 coHLeM. OH BCTal U IPOTSHYJ PYKY.

[IpocTo BBI COHSI, HOKTOP, 1 Oosbilie HU4ero! EMy ObIO IPUSATHO MOCIEIHEE CIIOBO OCTABUTH
BCE-TaKM 3a COOOM.

I[OKTOP ApHO)II)III/I HUYEro0 HE OTBETUJI, TOJIBKO IMOJHAT Ha HErO CBOMW 3allJIbIBHIMEC YMHBLIC
r1asku. B rimyOuHe ux kak OyaTo MEeJbKHYJIO YTO-TO MpOHHUYecKkoe. Ho Tak MUMOJIETHO ¥ TOHKO, YTO
Yuk 1axe HE 3aMETHIL.

11
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Korma ManeHbKuMil CTyIeHT omsTh Oexan Mo OyabBapy, ero oOOrHaja MpojieTKa JIOKTOopa
ApHosbau. TOJNCTBIA, TPY3HBIN TOKTOP HEMOABMKHO CHJIEN HA MaJIEHPKOM CHJICHBE U, OTIEPIIIKCH 00e-
VMU pyKaMU Ha TaJIKy, Ka3aJloCh, CIaJl.

[Tbib TsKEI0M Tyuel MmoapIMaach 3a KOJIECaMH U JOJITO HE Cauiiach.

«Bce-Taku K OONBHBIM-TO €3UT! — MAIIMHAJIBHO MOAyMall YnK, BCTIOMHIJI, UTO BCEe OOJIbHBIC
XBAJIAT JIOKTOpA U JaXe C HEKHOCTHIO BCTIOMHUHAIOT O HEM, M TIpUMUpeHHue pernt: — HecuacTHblin
YeJIOBeK, KOHUCHBIN Yy/IaK, a BCE-TAKM JTydllle MHOTHX».

12
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I

Uk XOAWII U3 YIJIa B YTOJI ¥ YCUJIEHHO KYPHJI TOJICTBIE TTAITPOCHI.

Komnara Obl1a MaJsieHbKasi, yIIHasi, C OHUM OKHOM, C TOJIBIMH, TPSI3HBIMH, TOYHO 3aIlIeBaH-
HBIMH, CTeHaMU. Ymxa 0CKOpOJISLIO TO, YTO JIJIs KJIACCHOM OblIa OTBEJIeHA KOMHATa caMasi IJI0Xasi BO
BCeM OOIIMPHOM KyrieueckoM Jome. M 3a 3To OH riry0OoKo Mpe3upait ¥ TOT KAMEHHBIN HEYKJTIOKHUI
J0M, U amOapsbl, TIOJHBIE PHIOOH U JIerTeM, U OE3BKYCHYIO BEHCKYIO MeOeslb, U IIBeThl Ha OKHaX, U
CaMUX X035IeB, ITy3aThIX KOPOTKOIIEUX JI0[el, HACKBO3b MPOMAXIINX PHIOOW M METHBIMU MSATAKAMH.

B oTkpbITOE OKHO BMECTO BO3/LyXa I'yCTO IIIeJ MpeJIblid 3arax BoOIbl U Aerts. Ha 6ombIiom, oko-
BaHHOM KPEMKUMH aMOapaMu JBOpe, TOYHO Ha sipMapKe, ObUIO MECTPO U KPUKJIMBO: HEMOBOPOTIMBO
BOPOYAJIMICh MOTYYHeE JIOIAIy OUTIOTH, TPOMO3IKHME TeJIeTH, ITMPOKOCIIMHHBIE, TOX0XKUE Ha JIIofIeH
KaMEeHHOTO BeKa BO3YMKH, OIJIOONIH, OOUKM U MyHOBbIE KYJIH C pblOO. BpaHb, KpUK U TyJl CTOHOM
CTOSIJTM HaJ| TBOPOM, U Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CAMOMY BO3/1yXYy TYT TPYIHO, M OH TyrO BOpPOYaeTCs B MbUTH U
’Kape, CKpHIIsl, Kak OrPOMHOE HEMoJMa3aHHOe KOJIeCo.

Uux co cBOMMU IrpekaMu, (PU3UKOM U reorpadueit Kazacs 31eCb TaKUM MAJIEHbKUM, YYKUM U
SITOBUTBIM, KaK Y€PBSUOK, 3a0paBIIMIiCS B KPENKYIO, TAXHYIIYIO 3eMJIel U HABO3OM, SIIPEHYIO perry.

OH HEpBHO KypWJI CBOM MaNMPOCHI, 3I00HO MOTJISABIBAT B OKHO U, HAINIPSATasi TOHKUN PE3KUil
roJIoC, YTOOBI IEpeKpUIaTh TOMOH Ha JIBOPE, IEPEBOIIIL:

— Jleonun ¢ TpeMscTamMM criapTaHLeB 3aHs1 PepMOIUIbCKOE YIIETbE. . .

W ¢ HeHaBUCTBIO CMOTpEJT HA IBa PO30BBIX, KPYTO BHICTPHKEHHBIX 3aTHUIKA C TOPYAIIMMH, TTPO-
3payHbIMH, KaK Yy TIOPOCAT, yiiaMu. JIuio ero 6pu10 6;1€1HO, ICTOMJICHO, CO CTApUYECKUMU Ope3riu-
BBIMHM MOPIIIMHKAMU B YTOJIKaX PTa, a ITHYUI XOXOJIOK Ha JI0Y CMOK M OOBHC.

W gepHWIIbHBIE MATHA HA TPSA3HBIX MAJBYMIIEYbUX MAJbIAX, U TPEKU, U COOCTBEHHbI HEHYX-
HBII TOJIOC — BCe eMy Hajioeno 1o yepreid. He 1o, 4T00 OH qymal, a y CJIMIIKOM SICHO YyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO I'PEKU C UX TBOPYECKON OOEBOM KMU3HBIO MHTEJUIMTEHTHBIX TUKAPE COBEPIIIEHHO UYXKIbl STOMY
MOTHOMY KYyII€UECKOMY JIBOPY, I/Ie UM OTBEJIM MECTO MHOTO XYK€, YeM JIeTTIO U TapaHH.

[Tpoiiner BpeMmsi, pO30BbIE 3aTHUTKU CTAHYT XUPHBIMH U IUIOTHO OCSI/IYT HA BOJIOBBYU IIEH, YIIH
MSICHCTO 3aBBIOTCS, KaK y KaOaHOB, BHITIAYKAHHBIC B YEPHUJIAX MAJIBIBI OCMOJSITCSI B 3aCKOPY3JIBIi
KyJIaK, ¥ TPEKH, HOCUTEU KYJbTYPbl, MEUTATEITH O TPSIYIIEH CllaBe YeJIOBeUecTBa, C yKacoM U OTBpa-
IIIEHHEM He TMPU3HAIOT CBOMX MOTOMKOB B 9TUX TOJICTOOPIOXMX, HU3KOJIOOBIX U 3JIBIX )KUBOTHBIX.

W napopBaHHbIi rosoc Ynka, CTapaBIerocs mepekpryarh 1ryM, Kak OyATo jKaJloBaJICs KOMY-
TO.

OH 3a1men c3a/11 1 yepes IJIeYr YUeHUKOB CMOTPEJ B UX TeTpaau. TaM yooro M rpsi3HO MOMI3IH
pacIuIbIBUaThe KapaKy/Id, ¥ B HUX TPYAHO ObLIO MPU3HATH SIPKHE, KUBbIE YEIOBEYECKHUE CIIOBA.

«To4HO TarmaHTIMBBIE 00e3bsIHBI MUIIYT!» — MmogyMan Ynxk ¢ OTBpaIlieHreM.

Kro-T0 nocryyan B 1Bepb.

— Boiigute, — oro3Bajicss Ynk.

3amisHyna cecTpa ero y4eHUKOB, MOJTHAsI XOPOIIeHbKAas AEBYIIKA C MSTKAMH CEPbIMU IT1a3aMU
Y MyXJILIMA HAUBHBIMU TYOaMH.

— MoxHo K Bam? — clipocuiJia OHa ¥ BOIIUIA, HE JOKUASICh OTBETA.

— Ioxanyiicta! — ckBo3b 3yObl OypkHYT UMK U MPOIOIKAT 3aHUMAThCSI.

OH He IOOWIT ee TIOCEIeHUH, 1a U BOOOIIIe He JIIOOWIT 3TOM JIEBYIIIKH, yXKe 3a OHO TO, YTO OHA
— Kyneueckas Joub. Yk HeHaBuzen KynioB. OH Jake He 3aMeyvalt, YTo OHa Kak Obl UyXkas B 9TOM
J0Me, XOTs ¥ 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO OHa M HACTOsUIa HAa TOM, YTOObI MaJIbYMIIIEK OTAAIM B TUIMHA3HIO.

JIOIKHO OBITh, €11 MPUIIIOCHh BECTH JIONTYIO YHOPHYI0 O0ph0y CO CBOMM Tamnariei, KeJIaBIiim
MYCTUTH MapHel MpsIMO MO TOProBoy yacTy. U Tenepb, OUeBUIHO Mojarasi, YTo Ha HeW JIEKHUT OTBET-
CTBEHHOCTb, OHA ITOCTOSTHHO 3aX0/INJIA B KJIACCHYIO, TUXO YCAKMBAJIACh TIEpe]] OKHOM, OTIepPEB TOJIOBY
Ha KpyIIylo Oeiyio pyKy, ¥ 3alyMYlBO CMOTpeJia Ha IMPOKUI ABOP, YacaMH BHICHKMBAs B AYIITHOM

13



M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

CKYYHOHM KOMHaTe. DTOT MOIYAJIMBBIN U OSCIIONE3HBIN Haa30p pa3apaxkan Yuka, 1 OH C HEHABHCTHIO
CMOTpEJ Ha JIEBYIIIKY.

«Yepr!.. BbITh ObI TEOE MPOCTOI KPECTHSHCKOM IEBKOM, XOAUTH OOCUKOM T10 KHUBBIO, KaTh 1
TIOJIOTh, 1A KapKO JIIOOUTh KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib 3J0POBEHHOT0 MapHSI C BOJIOCAMH B KPYKOK U CO CTaTbHOM
rpeOGeHKOo Ha BEpEBOYHOM TOsICKe ! — iyMaJt oH 0 Heid. — Tam Obl ThI ObLJIa Ha MecTe, 310poBas AeBKa,
1 paOOTHMIIA, U POKEHMIIA, a TO Ha... KoHuMIa, 4epT 3HaeT 3aueM, TMMHA3UI0, TIpowia TPH JIeCSITKa
POMAaHOB ¥ CUIMT MapasuT Mapa3uToM, He 3Has, Kyza ceds eBarhb. .. Pazonper 1e0s1, Kak JerTApHYIo
O0uKy... Typa mojocaras!»

W cTpaHHO, IMEHHO MOTOMY, 4TO y Hee ObLIM TaKve HauBHbIC cepble IJ1a3a, JIETKUI 3arap Ha
CTPOIMHOM CBeXeil 1iee v ryObl, MIJIO TIOIBIMABIIMECS Hall OelbIMHU 3y0aMu, KOIjia OHa CMesiIach,
Unx pazapaxkaics erie OoJblIe.

Manb4uIIKy COTeIi HOCaMH, ep3aJTi Ha CTYJIbSIX U MAYKAIUCh B YepHUIIAX. UMK XOAWIT U3 yIiia
B yroJI, KYpWJI ¥ 31MWiIcs. A JIeByIIKa CUjieNia y OKHA, CMOTpesia B HeOO HaMBHO-JIACKOBBIMH CEPBIMU
I71a3aMU M HEU3BECTHO, AyMaJla JId O YEM.

Co nBOpa yke Che3KaaM MOCIAEIHUE TMOABOAbL, M OTKYJA-TO TMOTSHYJIO CBEXKUM BO3IYXOM,
TOYHO TaM, Ha JBOPE, OTKPbUIM (POPTOUKY B TEHUCTHIN call. HakoHerr Yrk mocMoTpen Ha 4Yackl U
CcKaza:

— Hy, o6ymer. ..

Manpuniiku oxuad. Kyna-to nonerenu rpsi3Hble TETPAIKH, Ha CTOJIE MOMEHTAJIBHO 00pa3o-
BaJIach OOIIMpPHAs JIy)Ka YEpHUI, B KOTOPOH ceilvac ke MOKOHUYMIIA XKU3Hb KaKas-TO IJIynas MyxXa.
Crapimii 6paT BBICKOYHI B OKHO, MJIA/IIIIAN XOTEJT YTO-TO CIIPOCHTh, HO TOJIBKO TIIYTIO Pa3UHYJI POT
Y CKpOMHEHBKO yOpaics 3a aBepb. Unk coOpas CBOM KHUTH U, B35IB CTapblid KAPTY3 C CHHUM OKOJIBI-
I1IeM, TIOZIONIEN MPOIIATHCS C IEBYIIIKOM, BCE TaK K€ 3ayMUMBO CHUEBIIIEH y OKHA.

— o ceunanus, Envzasera [lerpoBHa, — cka3zan oH. [IeBylika MeJIeHHO IPOTSIHYJIA EMY PYKY
Y TIOJH:IA CBeTIbIe I1a3a. K cBoemy yauBieHuo, Uik yBujieNn B HUX KaKOe-TO CTPAaHHOE BhIPAKEeHHUE:
AEBYIIKA Kak OyITO XOTesla YTO-TO CIIPOCUTh U He pemajiach. Jlaxke Kpacka BBICTYNMJIA HA ee JIUIIE,
OTYEro OHa BIPYT CTaja I0Hee.

— Bsl yxe yxonurte? — cipocuiia oHa, O4eBUIHO, COBCEM HE TO, UTO XOTeJa, U MOKpacHesa elne
OorblIIe.

— Ha, — orBeTun cnerka yausiieHHbIN Ynk. U ceituac ke paccepauics.

— He HoueBarsb xe MHe TyT!

Ero HUCKOJBbKO HE 3aMHTEpecOBaJIa M HEe TPOHYJIA ITA AEBUYbS 3aCTEHUMBOCTD, BHE3AITHO OOHA-
PYXUBIIIasi B 9TOM MOJHON CIOKOWHOW EHIIMHE MOJIOAEHbKYIO, O YeM-TO MEUTalollylo, 4YeM-TO
B3BOJIHOBAHHYIO JIEBYIIKY. UMKy TOJIBKO JIOCAIHO CTaJio, YTO €ro 3ajepxkuBaioT. EMy cmeprenbHo
XOTEJIOCh Ha BO3/yX, XOTb HEMHOTO OTJOXHYTb OT YPOKOB, HAUMHAIOIIUXCS PAHHUM YTPOM M KOHYa-
IOIIMXCS, KOT/IA COJTHIIE CAIUTCS M U3 CTEH TIOTSIHET BEUEPOM.

«Y3k He BOOUIAch JIM OHA B MeHs 7» — HACMEIIUTMBO MOAyMasl MJICHbKUH CTYAEHT, ¥ IIMHUY-
HOE TIpeJiCTaBjIeHre 00 ee KPErKOM, CBEKEeM TeJle POJUIOCH B HEM.

— 41 xoTena Bac CpoOCHTh, — 3aTOPONUJIACH JEBYIIKA M BAPYT COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOWHO U Jaxe
0e3pa3InvHO 3aKOHYMJIA: — BBl 3HAKOMBI ¢ XyAOKHUKOM MUXaiiIoBbIM ?

— 3HakoM, — ¢ HeIoOpoil ycMelkoi otBeTi Yk u nogyman: «M sta tyna xe... Beser ueno-
BEKy !»

Ho peBymika kak OyATO He 3aMeTHJIa €ro HEXOPOoIen YJIBIOKH, TIPoBesa PyKOH 1Mo BOJOCaM H,
IS IPSIMO €MY B JIMILIO YMCTHIMU HAMBHBIMH CEPBIMHM IJIa3aMH, CKa3asa:

— T'oBOpAT, 3TO KaKOW-TO OCOOCHHBIN, MHTEPECHBIN YesioBeK. [Ipaaa?

— OcobOeHHBIX JTIONEH HET, a eCJIU U eCTh, TaK He 371eCh! — cepauTo OTBeTHIT UMK,

— Hy, Bce-Taku...

— Jla uto k... Monogoy yeynoBek NpUsTHOW HapyKHOCTH, B ra3eTax MUIIYT, YTO TaJaHTJIUBbIM,
rna3a yepHblie, [lon ’KyaH OOJBIIION. . .
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— Hon KyaH? — 3a5yMYMBO MMOBTOPUJIA IEBYIIIKA.

Yu:k BHE3AITHO PACCBUPEIIEN.

— st ye3aubix OapeiiieHb, koHeuHo! Takux [Jon JKyaHoB y Hac nipya npyau! B kaxaom Tene-
rpacpHOM OTaeNIeH!H cuaAT... Vim u Ha3BaHMe y Hac ecTh Oonee noaxoasiee: cepaieen! He cronb
KPacHuBO, HO BbIPA3UTEJIBHO!

— A nipaBpia 11, 9TO OffHa GapbILTHS 3aCTPETUIIACh U3-32 HEro? — CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHIIA IEBYIIIKA.
Uk B30ECHIICS OKOHYATEBHO.

— Mosxer, u u3-3a Hero... { nmodem 3Haw? Ecth Bemu Gonee uHTepecHsie, Enmsasera [let-
POBHa, YeM cOOMpaHKe FOPOACKUX CIUIETEH Ha MOTexy cKydaionmx aam! Mano iu nyp Ha ceete!..
OudeHb MPOCTO: CAeNaN ei, U3BUHUTE 32 BbIpaXeHre, peOeHOUKa, 1a U Ha TIOMNSATHBIA. .. ['epon, yept
ux gepu!.. [Ipyroro nena Her... A BripodeMm, 4ept ¢ HUMH!.. Jlo CBUAaHbs, — BHE3aIHO 000pBasl Ynmk.

OH Hapo4YHO BBIpaXaycs Tak Ipyodo U, ecau Obl TIOCMe, BhIpasuiics Obl ere rpyoee, YToObl
UCITyTaTh ¥ OCKOPOUTD 3Ty MPa3AHYIO0 3[J0POBYIO JEBYIIKY, KIYIIyIO TIOOOBHBIX PaJoCTe, U BCEX
MPa3JHOIATAIONINXCS IAJIONAeB, KOTOPBIE TOMBKO U MOTYT, YTO COONA3HATh HAUBHBIX IMPOBUHIIU-
aJIbHBIX JeBUIl. OH OXKHUIA, 9TO AEBYIIIKA OOUANTCS, CKOH(Y3UTCS, HO OHA TOJIBKO UyTh-4yTh MOBEJIA
KPYIJIBIMH TUJIEYaMH 1, CIOKOWMHO IJISIAS €My B JIMIIO 32 lyMYMBBIMH CEPHIMHU IJ1a3aMH, CKa3asa:

— A BHI ero He JoouTe, onHako!.. Jlo cBUIaHbsI.

— Moe nourenue! — cepauTo paHyJ ee pyKy Unxk v BHICKOUYMII U3 KOMHAThI, KaK paccepKeHHBIN
BOpOOEH.

A neByIKa elie HEMHOTO TMOCH/IeNa y OKHA, 3aJyMUMBO ISl Ha He0O, yke 3aropeslieecs
SIPKAMH Kpackamu 3akara. [lotroMm BcTasia, caesana Jia mara v BAPYT, JaJIeKO 3aKMHYB 3a TOJIOBY
KpYIJIble, C PO3OBBIMHU JIOKTSIMU PYKH, MOTSIHYJIACh JOJITO M UCTOMHO. HavBHBIE cepble T71a3a 4yTh
MIPUKPBUTUCH, U TIOJ1 OITYIIIEHHBIMU PECHUIIAMU ITPOMEJIbKHYJIA CTpaHHas JiykaBast uckpa. Ho ceftuac
e U noracya. JIeByIika orycTuia pyKy ¥ MOILIa U3 KOMHATHI.
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IV

JIOKTOp ApPHOJIBIY, TAKKO ONUPAsACh HA NAJIKY, BOLLIEN BO IBOP.

I'py3HO€ GOJIBITIOE TEJIO €ro YCTaJI0 BIEKJIOCH 10 3eMJIe, TOYHO OH HEC Ha Tuleyax HelIOMEPHBIH
rpy3. Y B cOrHyTO# CriMHE ero, 1 B MACCUBHOM TSIKEJIOM deperie ObLJIO YTO-TO TParmueckoe, roBopsi-
1ee 0 3aKOHUEHHOM KU3HU U TIIyOOKOH, JI0 cepaia Jomiemen ycranoct. Kazanock, emy He TBOp
MepelTy, a, Kak BEYHOMY KU1y, HAJIO JOJTO, JOJTO WATH MO OeclieIbHON nopore, 0e3 KoHIla, 0e3
CMBICSIA Y PAJIOCTH CBETJIOro OTAbixa. Ha oOpiosriem >KMpHOM JiMile He ObLII0 MHOTO BBIPAXKEHHUS,
KpOMeE paBHOYLIMS, B KOTOPOM, Ka3aJI0Ch, HET YK€ MECTa HU TOCKE, HU JKEJIAHUSIM, HU COXKAJICHUSIM.

Crapas nenHasi codaka, MOHYpO CHJEBINAsi y CBOer OyIKH, TOJBKO MOYecanach M Mo3BeHesa
LIETIBIO TTPY BUJIE JOKTOpa ApHoibau. OHa MPUBBIKJIA YKe BUJETh €r0 KaXblid IeHb U, JOJKHO OBbITh,
JABHO NMPUYKCIIWIIA TY MEUIEHHYIO, TPYy3HYIO (PUTYpY K Belllam, HE UMEIOIIMM HUKAKOTO 3HAYEHUS
B KU3HM.

JIBOpHK ObLT MaJIeHbKHiA, YIOTHBIH, U SIPKO CBETHJIO B HETo JJasieKoe conHile. B manmcaanmke
TMIECTPEJTU TIBIIIHBIE, C JTIOOOBBIO U TPYIOM B3pallleHHbIe KIyMObI, HO IIBETHI ObLIM 3allbUICHbI, Iiepe-
JIOMaHbI ¥ MPUAABJIEHBI KaK Obl TPOMATHON TSKKOM HOTOM, HEYKJIOHHO HAIPaBUBIIIEH CBOW CTpalll-
HBIA MYTh K 3TOMY AoMy. W y camoro Kpbuiblia, 3aropakusasi JOpory, CTOsUIO Ha BUY, OYEBUJIHO,
BBIHECEHHOE MPOBETPUTHCS, JCPEBIHHOE KPECIIO-CYTHO, BHIKpaIlleHHOe IpyOOi YepHOW KPACKOM.
OTKpPOBEHHO ¥ IIMHUYHO 3UsLJIa €ro KpyIyiasi Jblpa, TOYHO OecCThlqHast IIyMJInBasi rpuMaca. JJokTop
APpPHOJIBIY MAIIMHATBHO B3JISIHYJ HA HETO, HO He OCTAHOBHJICS U TIOMHSUICS HA KPBUIBLIO.

JIBepb OblIa He 3armepTa, U JOKTOp, NIPUBHIKIIMI K 3TOMY, cCaM OTBOpWII ee. B mepennei, rae
ObLIO HEBBIHOCUMO JIYIITHO Y KapKO, HUKTO HE BCTPETUJ rocTs. JJOKTOp MEeITUTEILHO MOBECHJT LIUISITY
Ha I'BO3/Ib, IOCTABWJI B YTOJI CBOIO TOJICTYIO MAJIKY U Ipotien aajibiie. HauBHast crapeHbkasi rocTuHas
OOHs1JIa €r0 YHBLIBIM MOJTYAHUEM U 3aI1aXOM MbLTH. Bese Obuto THXO0, TOYHO BHIMEPIIO, TOJIBKO OO0Jb-
I1ast YepHasi Myxa o4eMy-To 37I00HO BHJIaCh HaJ| KPYIJIBIM CTOJIOM M BO BCEM JIBOPE Pa3HOCHIIOCH
€€ rPO3HOE, TOCKYIOILIEE KYKKaHUE.

JlokTOp ApHOJIBIY 3aIJISIHYN B APYTyI0 KOMHATy. TaM ObLIO TOIBKO OTHO OKHO, ¥ BBIXOJMJIO
OHO, JIOJKHO OBITh, B CTEHY WJIM Ha TaJiepeio, IOTOMY YTO B MSITKOM CyMpake TOHYJIM IMUCbMEHHbIN
CTOJI, KPECJIO M TMbUIbHbIE IIKA(MbI C TOJCTHIMA KHUTAMH. Kak OyATO Kakue-To CMyTHbIe TeHH Oe3-
MOJIBHO KOJIBIXQJTKCh TIO YIJIaM, a Ha OejiecoM (pOoHe TYCKJIOTO OKHA YEPHBIM CHJTY3TOM BBIIEJSIIACH
cenast o0nesInas rojoBa, IyOOKO YIIeaIas B KPecio 1 OMyIIeHHas Ha PYyKH, 3aKPbIBIIHE JIUIIO.

— NBan BaHoBu4! — HErpoMKO 103BaJj IOKTOP APHOJIBIHU, CTOS1 HA TIopore. ['0yioBa He 11eBeb-
HyJ1ack. 7KUAKO MPOCBEUMBAIIH Cellble BOJIOCUKH, 1 MEPTBEHHO-CUHEBaThle OJIMKY OecTeNn Ha TOH-
KHX, 10 KOCTOUYEK BBICOXIIMX MaJbIlax.

— WBan MBaHOBMY! — BTOPUYHO, IPOMYE 1MO3BAJT IOKTOP.

7KyTKOi1 TUILIMHOM MOBESIO OT 3TOW HEMOABUKHOM YEJIOBEYECKOM I'OJIOBBI C KOCTUCTBIM MEPT-
BBIM 3aTBUIKOM. YTO-TO CTpamiHoe, moxoxee Ha cMepTh OblIo B Hell. Ho 3710 erie He ObUTO cCMepThIO,
Y KOTJ1a JOKTOP APHOJIBAN TPHIJISAENCS, OH YBHIEH, KaK KaJIKUAN CeIoM MyX Ha JILICOM Yeperie THXO
IIEBEJIUTCS OT JbIXaHUSI.

JIOKTOp B3[I0XHYJI M HEpPELUUTENIbHO MOBEpHYJICA Npoub. Ho B cocenHel KoMHATe MOCIbIIIa-
JIUCh CKOpbIE MIAXKKH, U MaJICHbKasl XKEHIIMHA C CEIBIMH BOJIOCAMU M CKOPOHBIM JIMYMKOM BOIILIA B
TOCTUHYIO.

— A, 370 BBI, JOKTOp! — CKa3aJjla OHa, IOCMOTpeJIa B MOJyTEMHYI0 KOMHATY U MaxHyJla pyKO.

— Bce 10 xe? — cipocun JokTop ApHONbAU. CTapyIiKa orsATh MaxHy/1a pyKou, U OeCKOHeUHast
CKOpOb 1 YCTAJIOCTh OBUTA B 9TOM c/1aboM, Oe3Haie’kHOM ABrkeHur. Ho oHa Bce-Taku Mojionia K
CUJEBILIEMY B Kpecjie CTapuyKy ¥ TPOHYJIA €T0 3a IUIeYO.

— VBan VBanoBuu! [Ioktop npwuiesn... ['onoBa He 1eBesIbHyIaCh.

— Hokrop npuiuen, MiBan MiBaHOBUY, — MOBTOpWJIA OHA.

16



M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

TonoBa HepoBHO U Apoxka 3aaBuraiach. [loBepHyIOCH 3apociiee ceoi HeOpUTor OOpoIoit
JIMIIO, W TYCKJIbIE CIIe3SIIIMecs I71a3a B3MJISIHY/IM Ha IOKTOpa.

— A-al.. — pa3gaJicst 9yTh CIIBIIIHBIN, TOXOKUI HA CTOH TOJIOC, U OOJIBHOM, CPBIBAsICh U APOXKA,
TOPOILJIMBO CTAJI IOABIMATHCS.

— Cupure, cuaure, — cKa3ai JOKTOp ApHOJbIH, HO celeHbkuil MBan MiBaHOBUY yiKe OAHSIICS
Ha ocJIa0eBIMX HeCrUOAIOIIUXCS HOTaX, ¥ €r0 MOJyMEPTBOE JIMIO UCKPUBHUIIOCH TPUBETINBOM YJIbIO-
KOM.

Ora ynpiOKa ObUIA CTpalllHA: B Hell ObUIa 3a cepjlle XBararolias Oopb0a mpexHer, pa3yMHON
JETMKATHOCTH C TIOJTHOW OECITOMOIIHOCTHIO Y KAJIKUM CTAPYECKUM CTHIJIOM 32 CBOIO CTa00CTh U YOO-
KECTBO.

Crapyika 6epekHO MOAXBATUIIA €ro MO PYKY, U TOHKHE KOCTOUYKH, OOJNTAIONINECs B CTAPOM
YEpHOM CIOPTYKE, JpOXka, MIarHy/ i B TocTuHy. Tak, Kak mnomiesn Obl, ¢ ;KeCTOKUM KOMHU3MOM 001e-
YEHHBIN B CTPOTUi MPO(eCCOPCKUN CIOPTYK, CTAPEHbKUI CKEJIET U3 aHATOMUUYECKOIO Tearpa.

OH cen B Kpeciio, a TOJICTHIN OOJBIION JOKTOP TPY3HO ycesics Tiepe/l HUM Ha CTYJI B CMOTpPeT
BHUMAaTEJILHO U CEPbE3HO.

— Hy, kax BbI cebs1 uyBcTBYeTe?

WBan MIBaHOBUY ONSATH BUHOBATO U JKAJIKO YBIOHYIICS.

— Kak xe mHe cebst uyBcTBOBaTh? CKBEPHO. — ATINETUT €CTh?

— Jla, HMYero... eM MHOTO.

— Kakoe Tam! — ckopOHO MaxHyJIa pyKOM MaJieHbKasl CTapyIKa.

— Her, otuero... s eM... — BAPYr oOHesCsS CTAPUUOK, U TOJIOC Y HETO 33/IpoXall, Kak y oOu-
KEHHOTO peOeHKa. — BOT, eJ1 CerogHs CyI U 3TH. .. KaK 3TO Ha3bIBAETCS... HY, BOT... 3TH... IIEPBbIC
[[BETOYKH. ..

JlokTOp APHOJIBAM C HEAOYMEHHEM MOCMOTPEI Ha CTapYIIIKY.

— 3eMJISIHUKY, — MTOICKa3aJla OHA M YJIBIOHY/IACh HE TO KOH(Y3/IHUBO, HE TO CTPAIATbUYECKH.

—Hy, nma. .. 3eMJIIHUKY. . . TONPABUJICS CTAPUYOK U JIOJITO PACTEPSIHHO BT MAJTbIIAMU XY/IbIX
PYK, JISKaBIIMX HA KOJEHSX, CTApasCh MOKa3aTh, YTO 9TO OH TaK, TOJBKO CIYYalHO CIyTal U He
MPUACT STOMY HUKAKOTO 3HAYEHHUSI.

JloKTOp APHOJIBAM MOTYAN U MBITJMBO CMOTPEJ Ha HEro, TOYHO BHUJEN, KaKk TaM, BHYTPH, pas-
pyILIaeTcs IpsIXJIbli 4eI0BeYeCKUI OPraHu3M, Kak UAeT TAMHCTBEHHast paboTa CMEpTH, Kak MOTyXaeT
MO3r, cnabeeT 3peHre U THXO OCTaHABJIMBAETCS CTOJIBKO OMBIIIEe cTapoe ycraioe cepaue. M Bcrnom-
HWI OH TIPY 9TOM, KakK eIlle CTY/IEHTOM OH B MEepBbIi pa3 HAOM0aII MO CTEKJIOM MHKPOCKOIA BO3-
HUKHOBEHHE ’KMBOTO OPraHu3Ma B pasiaraioleiicss Tkanu. [lepes ero BHUMAaTeIbHBIM, €llie YAUBJICH-
HBIM B3IVISIZIOM B MAJIEHHKOM T10JIe MHUKPOCKOIIA, OKPAIIEHHOM TI0 KpasiM CTPAaHHOW pajlyroi, 4To-
TO BEPTEJIOCh CO CTPAITHOM OBICTPOTOM, BCE YCKOPSIS U YCKOPsisi cBoe Oe3yMHOe JBHKeHre. MasieHb-
KU MUPOK, BEPTAIIMACS BOKPYT cBoel ocH. [Touemy-To ObLIO JKYTKO U XOTEJIOCh OCTAHOBHUTH 3TO
CTpAIIIHOE MUKPOCKOITMYECKOe ABMKeHHe. 1 Korja HakoHell MOypo3pavHblid YepBIYOK Pa3yMHO U
’KHBO 3/IBUTAJICS TIO]] CTEKJIOM, YePBSUYOK JKMBOM TaM, T/Ie TOJBKO YTO OblTa OJJHA CMEPTh, YEPBSUOK,
KOTOPOTO TOJIBKO YTO HUT/E He ObUIO, TOKTOPY APHOJIBAM CTAJIO M CTPAIIIHO, U PAJOCTHO, ¥ TPYCTHO.
OH He Mor Obl IepeiaTh CBOETO YyBCTBA, HE MOT Obl OOBSICHUTH €0, HO ObLJIO B TOM YTO-TO OOJIbIIIE
ero, HeuTo Takoe, Mepes] YeM COOCTBEHHAs! KM3Hb BAPYT MOTepsijia BCAKUEI CMbICI. B TOT Beuep cry-
AEHT APHOJIBIY TOIIEN ¥ HAMUJICS TIbSIH MEPTBEIKH.

— Hy, uro unrepecHoro? 1o, Kak €ro... a, 4to? — BApyr 3aropopus MBan MBanoBuy, u cie-
3sIIMecs, TUI0XO BUASINKME I71a3a €ro MOJHSUIMCH Ha JOKTOPA CO CTPAaHHBIM HEECTECTBEHHBIM OKHB-
JICHUEM.

JloKTOp ApPHOJBIN MOHST 3TOT TOCKYIOIIMH B3IV, MOHSLI, KaK XOTEIOCh yMUPAIOIIEMY Yesio-
BEKY YIEMUTHLCS 32 YTO-HUOYb, XOTh B JIIOOOMBITCTBE COXPAHUTH CBSI3b C HEYACPKUMO YXOZSIIEH
JKU3HBIO.
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— YT0 K, HIYEro MUHTEPECHOIO HET, BCE MO-NPEKHEMY. .. — 3aTPYJHEHHO U Yepecuyp pas3zensis
CJIOBA, OTBETUJI JOKTOP.

Emy xoTenock oTBeyaTh Kak MOXKHO €CTECTBEHHEE U TPOIIIe, 3aBECTH OOBIKHOBEHHBIN MTYCTOM
PasroBop, 4ToObl OONBHOM HE 3aMETUJI, UTO K HEMY OTHOCATCS yKe He KakK K 3J0POBOMY U pa3yM-
HOMY uesioBeKy. Ho ciioBa He 1M ¢ sI3bIKa, ¥ TOJIOC 3Bydall HampsikeHHO U (asbimBo. He Obuto
YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO CTApHK MOMMET, a B TO e BpeMsi ObUIO KaK-TO CTPAIITHO HE OTBETUTH MY, CTApOMY
npodeccopy, UMsi KOTOPOro He MPOINUIo OecCAeHO U KHUTYA KOTOPOro KOTJa-TO YUYW TTOHUMATh
KM3Hb U CAMOT'0 JIOKTOpa A PHOJIBH.

— Huuero? — nosropu MBan ViBaHOBWY U 3a/1ymMaJics, Kak Obl C HEIOBEpHEM.

HOKTOp ApHOJIBAM BHUMATEJILHO cMOTpen v kain. Ho Ban MiBaHOBMY BAPYT CYeTJIMBO U pas-
Jpa)k€HHO 3a/IBUTAJICS.

— UYro tebe, MBan VMBanoBUY? — cnpocuiia CTapyllika, He CITyCKaBIas ¢ HErO MpelaHHBIX,
CKOPOHBIX TJ1a3.

— A 4TO Xe MBI C JOKTOPOM. .. OyleM ecTh 3TH, KaK €ro... fep... Tpel... — CTAapUyuOK Ccie-
JIaJl CTPAITHOE YCUJIHE, YTOOB BCIOMHUTb, KAJIKO-BUHOBATO B3IJISTHY/I HA JOKTOPA M HEPEITUTEIBHO
IOKOHYMII: — JIucuukuy, Kaxercs?..

BuiHO GbUIO, KaKO# ITyOOKOM TOCKOM M MyUYHUTENIBHBIM HEIOYyMEHHUEM TOJIHO €r0 CTapoe YMU-
paioliiee CyIecTBO, JeJIaBliiee TIIATENbHbIE YCHIIUS OBJNAJETh KOCTEHEIONIMM MO3TOM, M ObUIO U
OO0JBHO, M JKYTKO, U CMEIIIHO CMOTPETh Ha Hero. [1o TojicToMy JIMily JOKTOpa mpomuia 6oIe3HeHHas

cyzopora.
— 3eMJISIHUKY, — OMSTh MOJICKa3aJia CTapyllika.
— Ha... BOT... — U, IOJHSAB Ha JOKTOpa IMa3a, MBan MBaHOBMY CKa3ajl C HenmepeaaBaeMbIM

BBIP2XXEHUEM TOCKHU U MOJILOBI: — BOT BuuTe, Kakasi mamsTh crasal

— Yero tam — namsTh! — Kak OyITO € A0caI0i Bo3pasmiia crapyuika. — [Ipocto Tel OoJeH, xap
y TeOs1, Hy, 1 ocnadena namsTh. BoT monpaBuiibes. . .

— A, Boxe moii! — pa3pakeHHO BCKPUKHYJI cTapuuoK. — Kakoe TyT — nonpasuibes. .. 51 Beap
He pedeHok! — U ¢ Tockoii 1o6aBm1, oOparasch K JOKTopy: — He gymai s TOXUTh IO TAKOTO COCTO-
STHUSA !

Hacrynuno nonroe v HyaHOe Mo4aHue. B TUIMHE OMATH CTAIO CIIBIIHO, KaK 3/I0BEIe T'yAUT
HaJ| CTOJIOM YepHasi MyxXa, U JyIIHO ObUIO Tak, TOYHO I'PyId He XBaTaeT Bo3ayxa. MiBan MBaHoBuY
CHZEN, TIOATIEPEB PYKOU CBOIO 00JIE3ITYIO TOJIOBY, M UYyBCTBOBAJIOCH, KAK MyUMTEILHO U CTPAIIIHO KPY-
THUTCSI B 9TOW yMUpAIOIIel ronose OefHas1, cadas 4enoBedecKast MbICIb, MUTAIOIINI OrOHEK, rOTo-
BBII TIOTaCHYTh B BEYHOM Mpake. [JoKTop ApHOJIBIM MOJTYa CMOTpEJT Ha Hero, Kak OyATo crapajcs
MPOCTIEAUTD 32 STOUM MBICIIBIO 10 KOHIIA ¥ IOHSTh, XOThb pa3, YTO K& MMEHHO YyBCTBYET Y€JIOBEK 3Ha-
IOLLMI HaBEPHOE, YTO YMUPAET C KAk 10 MUHYTOM.

Crapyika BcTasia 1 TUXO MTOMaHUIIA JOKTOPa 32 COOOM.

OHM HECIIBIIIHO MPOILIX B IPYTYI0O KOMHATY U CEJIM TaM. YMUPAIOLIMIA OCTAJICS OJIMH.

— YeTBepThiil MeCSI] BOT Tak ! — 3aroBOpHIIa CTAPYIIKA YHBUTBIM O€3HA/IeKHBIM rOJIOCOM. — YTO
e 3TO TaKkoe, JIOKTop?

JlokTop ApHOJIBAM 1200 MOXKaJ MICYAMH.

— Y10 X... UMEEeT YesoBeUecKas KMU3Hb CBOM MpPEIe. .. — CEPbe3HO U YCTAJIO OTO3BAJICS OH.

— Hy, na, s nonumarp... Ho 3auem xe umenHo Tak? Hy, 3acHy:n Obl YeJIOBEK M He MPOCHYJICS.
A TO Belp OH My4vaeTcs Kak!.. Benp OH, TOKTOp, CO3HaeT MPEKPacHO, TOJIBKO HE TOBOPUT... 3Ha-
ere, JOKTOp, 9TO, KOHEUHO, YXKACHO, YTO YMHpAeT ONMM3KUI YeJIOBeK... Bedb Mbl IPOKUIA BMECTe
COpPOK [IBa rofia... HO s mepeHecia Obl Bce... Camoe yx)acHoe, 3TO TO, YTO YMHUPAET... 51 He MOTY
3TOro OOBSICHUTD, HO Bbl TIOHUMaeTe. .. Kakoe 3To yHrKeHHne BUIETh, Kak TIOOUMBbIA OJU3KHUIA Yeso-
BeK oOparnaercs B... Bbl mpencrapisiere cebe: y HEro mosiBUIaCh MaHUS €3IUTh N0 MarauHaMm |
JeNnaTh KaKue-TO MOKYIMKH... VI 3TH ynplO0UKY MPUKA3YMKOB, 3TH COCTpaaTe/IbHble B3TJISA/Ibl 3HAKO-
MbIX... [ocogu! Kak cTpaHHO Terepb BCIOMHMTb, UTO s JKajieJla TeX, KTO YMHUPAET MOJIOAbIM, U
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Mommia bora, 4TtoOsl MO MyX JOXKHII O caMOl ITyOOKoi crapocTd... Kakue 310 ObliM TyIibie,
6eccmbiciieHHble MOUTBHI!.. [IoHnMaeTe, MHe cTpaHHO 3T0 BcrioMuHaTh! [ToHrMaeTe, Kakoi yxac. ..
HET, 51 HE YMEIO 3TOT'O BbIPa3uTh!..

— 41 noHumaio! — THXO OTBETUJ JOKTOp ApHOibIU. CTapyllKka OCTAaHOBUBIIMMUCS IJ1a3aMuU
J0JITO CMOTpeJIa MpsIMO Tiepes] COOOH, KPETKo, MOYTH KOHBY/IbCMBHO CKaB CMOPIIIEHHbIE PYKH.

— T'ocrionu, 1 KOMy HY’KHBI 9TH CTpajiaHusi! — BBITOBOPHJIA OHA TIPO ceOsl.

— He 3Ha10... — MaImmMHaNbHO, KaK X0, OTO3BAICS JOKTOP APHOMIBIH.

s THUIIIUHE, HaCTyHI/IB]_HeI;'I TIOCJIE €10 CJIOB, KaK 6])[ IMOJIYYHUJIOCh BJIACTHOC NYHOBCHHUE YbUX-
TO HEUCITIOBEANMBIX KPbLI.

[oTom crapymika Havasa OnsiTh, FOJIOCOM CIa0BIM, TIOXOKUM Ha ipede3KaHne MyXH, 3aITyTaB-
1Ieics B MayTUHE:

Vcrana 51, noktop!.. I HUKTO 3TOro He MOXET MOHATh. HO Be/ib U s UEJIOBEK... U MOU CHJIbI
umetot npenen!.. OHa xajoBajach Ha TO, YTO HUKTO HE B COCTOSIHUM TOHSATH BECh yXkKac ee rops,
ropsi JKEHIIUHBI, 00peYeHHON U30 JIHS B JIeHb, 03 Ha/IeXK bl U TIPOCBETA, )KUTh C MOy TPYIIOM, BUIS,
KaK pasyaraercs TOT, KTO HalOJIHSUT BCIO ee KU3Hb, KaK CYLIECTBO BhICIIIEE, €AMHCTBEHHOE ISl Hee
BO BCEM MHpe. DTo OblIa MBITKA, KAKOH ellle He BbIIyMalia YesloBeuecKas jKeCTOKOCTh; PaBHO ObLIO
OblI TIOJIOKUTD KUBOTO B IpOO BMECTE C TPYIOM M OCTaBUTh €r0 TaM HaBCer/a, YTOOBl OH BUEI, KaK
pasnasutcs TeNIo, Kak Moi3yT KUPHbIE YePBH, KaK COUMTCS THOM, Kak OOHaXKaeTcs Yeper 1 yiblioaeTcs
BO TbMY MOT'HJIbI. W Hukakue cioBa He MOINIU BBIPA3UThb ITOT yiKac, ‘ITO6I)I APYyruec MnoHsIm €€ u
TIOKaJIeITH.

CkopOb ee OblIa ITyOOKa W UCKPEHUs, HO CTPAHHO, JOKTOPY APHOJBAN Ka3aJloCh, YTO OHA
4ero-To HeporopapupaeT. Koria eii Bripakaiu cOUyBCTBUE, OHA TaK JKe CEpAUIach U pa3pakaiach,
KaK U TOrJa, KOrja paBHOAYITHO OTBOPAUYMBAIUCH OT €€ BEUHBIX M OeCrosie3HbIX kajod. Yero-to
HYXHO ObUIO eil. Yero-to, B ueM OoHa cama He co3HaBasiach ceOe. M riaBHbIN yxac ObUT B TOM, YTO
Kak Obl HU OBLJIO el aJlb yMUPAIOIIETo, KaK Obl HU OOJIMBAIOCh KPOBBIO CEpALIe MPH MBICIH O €ro
OJM3KOM CMEpPTH, a U3MYUYEHHOE TeJI0 M HACTPAJABILIUICS JyX XOTeJaH MOKosl. Y HEeBOJIBbHO, Kak Obl
Jake TalHO OT Hee, TpeOOoBaJIM, YTOObI OH CKOpee yMep | JIal eil OTIOXHYTh. I oHa Oosiiack 3T0rO
YyBCTBA, TOPOIISICh YBEPUTD U JIPYTHX, M Ce0sl, UTO ITOTO HE MOKET OBITh, UTO €i TOJIHKO OOJIBHO, YTO
ee OCTaBWJIU OJIHY C OOJIbHBIM.

— I'maBHOe, BBIXO/IA HET, JOKTOP. .. BbIXO/A HET!

— BpIxon Bcerga ectb, — yerajo cKasail JOKTOp ApHoibad. — Ha cBeTe TONbKO-TO M XOpOIIo,
YTO BCE TaK WM MHA4Ye KOHYAETCS. .. PAHO UM TIO3/IHO.

CrapyIika ¢ UCIyroM MoCMOTpesa Ha ero paBHOAYITHOE OOPIO3IIIoe, KaK y CTaporo akrepa,
JILIO.

— Hy, nma... s 3Hao... — 3aTOpONMIach OHA, YTOOBl OH HE CKa3ajl CTPAIIHOro cioBa. — Bee
KoHuMTcs. .. Ho 3auem ke crpaganus?..
— He 3Hai0... — TaK e OIHOCIOXHO TIOBTOPUJI JOKTOP.

— Beap 10, uTO MBI IepecTpagaeM. . . VI3 TocTUHOM NOCIBIIATICS CIa0bIil KOPOTKHIA 3BYK, TOUHO
cepamTo 3a/1pede3kaiia JOMHYBIIAsH PYKUHA.

— 30BeT! — ¢ Kako-TO CTPAHHOW YKOPU3HOW CKa3asia CTapyllika.

— IMomuna I'puropbeBHa! — 3Bast OOJIBHOM.

OHHM BCTaJIM ¥ TIONLIA B TOCTUHYIO.

Crapruok-1ipodeccop cuiesn MpsiMo, YXBaTHBIIKCH 32 PyUKU Kpecia XyAbIMU MajibliaMmu, 6ec-
CUJIbHO BBICYHYBIIMMHUCS M3 IIUPOKUX PYKAaBOB CIOPTyKa. OH OOMKEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha HUX UCITyTaH-
HBIM, TIOIO3PUTENILHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Yro, HaroBopmiach? — ¢ IETCKOM 3JI0CTHIO CITPOCHIT OH.

— O yem s roopuna? Tak, o mycrsakax, ViBan MIBaHOBHY. .. — JJACKOBO M BUHOBATO BO3pasuia
CTapylIKa.
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WBan IBaHOBMY OJO3PUTENBHO CMOTPEIT HAa HEE U KeBaJl POBAIMBLIMMCA pToM. Emy uyau-
JIOCh, YTO BCE CMEIOTCS HaJl HUM, BBUKMBIIMM U3 YMa CTAPUKOM, U IO yIJIaM TOJIKYIOT, CKOPO JIM OH
ympeT. UTo-To elrie, camoe CTpairHoe, MEepeIiIoch eMy, HO 0CclIabeBIIMi MO3I He MOT TIOHSITh YTO
U cTpajian 0ecCUIbHBIM OMHOKUM CTPaIaHHEM.

— TyT KTO-TO 6BLT? — TPEBOKHO MPOTOBOPHII OH.

— Kro xe Tyt 66117 [JOKTOp OBLI. ..

— HokTop? A, 3TO BHI, IOKTOP. .. A 51 He y3HaI. CKa)uTe, TOKTOP, Bbl ObUIM BUepa HA COOpaHUU
Hamero oomectBa? Kakue nypaku! M Bce ToNMKyoT 0 6eccMeptud. .. TouHO s mporry ux o0 3Tom!
Kak BbI nymaere?

— O uem T1HI roBOpHILB, VIBaH MIBaHOBHY? — C TOCKOM CIIpPOCHUIIA CTapyXa.

Ho crapruok He ciymiai ee v mpoosKail CMOTPETh MPSIMO Ha IOKTOpa BO30YKAEHHBIM M KaK
OyIITO COBEPIIIEHHO CO3HATEILHBIM B3IJIs1I0M. YepHBI TyMaH HU3KO CITyCTHIICS Ha €70 MO3T, U B HEM,
CYAOPOXKHO TMyTasi JABHO MPOLIEAIIee C HACTOSIINM, METAIACh OCIa0eBIasi MBbICIb.

TouHo 3a0;myAMBIIASCS NTUIIA B MOpPE, B TYMaHe, TO Majasi, TO B3JeTasl.

— Ecnm oHM XOTAT, TO s BBIAAY HA YJIMIy, BOT TakOB, KaK €CTb, M IIyCTb BCE CMOTPAT...
Xopoio?.. A?.. 910 X0poI1I0, JOKTOp?

— Jla, 3TO OYEHb XOPOIIO, — CHOKOMHO COIVIACWIICS JOKTOpP ApHOJBbIU. BhipaxkeHue ero jauia
ObLIIO COBEPIIEHHO PABHOAYIIIHO, U TEM YKacHee 3Byvasia HeBOJIbHASI UPOHMSI €T0 CJIOB.

— Tak xopomo? — MOBTOPWJI CTAPUYOK M TOPXKECTBYIOIIE 3acMesICs, TIOIMUTHYB JOKTOPY,
TOYHO CBOEMY €AMHOMBILIUIEHHUKY, KOTOPBIN OIMH MIOHUMAET, KaKyl0 XUTPYIO IITYKY OH MPUIyMaJ.

— Ha, xopouio.

JIoKTOp APHOJNBIN C YCHJIMEM MOHUMAJ STOT CITyTaHHBIM, KaK OyATO COBEPIIEHHO OecCMbIC-
JIEHHBIM, HO HA CaMOM [IeJie TIOJIHBIN yXKacHOro cMbicia Oopen. OH cMOTpes Ha pa3BajiHy KOT/a-TO
YMHOT'0, YyTKOT'O, MBICJISIIIIETO, TOPAOTO CBOEH MBICIIBIO YeJIOBeKa, B KOTOPOM OECCHUIIbHO Toracasa
TMOCJIeTHSISI UCKOPKA JyXa, U BUJIEJ, KAKOIO JKAJIKOIO SIBJISIETCS MeYTa O YeJIOBEUYECKOM OecCMepTHUH.
AJIANoOBaToM, CMEITHOM KapTUHOW, CAMOYYKOM HaMaJIeBaHHOW Ha 3aHaBECe, 32 KOTOPhIM CKPhIBACTCS
YyepHas IyCTOTa, MecTpenu neped HuM bor, 3arpoOHast xku3Hb, MupoBas ayma. Kydka pasmaraorme-
rocs mpaxa, Joropawomias cBeua, 1 0onpine Huuero. MokHO ObLJIO TOJIKOBaTh O PEJIUTUH, BEPUTD B
OeccMepTre, Moka paboTasl yM U TeJlo JKWJIO TIOHOM Ku3Hblo. Ho Tereps, Korga siBHO, Ha Iy1a3ax,
YeJIoBeK oOpalasics B yMUparoliee )KMBOTHOE, B MIMOTa, KOMOK BHYTPEHHOCTEN M XPYIKUX KOCTO-
YeK, BCE 9TH MBICJIU ObUIM TaK ke KOMUYHBI U HEJIeTIbl, Kak 0a0bU CKa3KHM O YepPTSIX U JOMOBBIX.

Crapruok 3agyma’cs, ormycTHB cialylo TOJOBY Ha PYKHM M 3aKPbIB I71a3a.

JloKkTOp ApHOJIBIM YK€ AyMas yXOAUTh, Kak BApyr VBan MIBaHOBUY MOJHSJ TOJIOBY U IPSMO,
CO3HATEJIbHO IJIS/IS, CKa3al:

— AX, ecnu Obl HeMHOXKO cuiibl! Hy, HEMHOrO, XOTh HENeJIO. .. YTOOBI TOIBKO OTAOXHYTb. ..
YTOOBI BCE BCTIOMHHTD, YTOOBI YK HE APOKAJIN, HOTH XOAWIIH. .. 51... TIOIIes Obl 32 BOPOTa, MOCHE
Obl Ha CKameeuke!..

JlokTOp ApHONBAM HEBOJILHO YIBIOHYJICSA. Tak ObLIO HEOKMIAHHO 3TO CKPOMHOE KeJIaH|e YMU-
patortiero. U, yxe yapIOHYBIIUCH, OH TIOLYMaJl O TOM, KaK JOJDKHA CY3UThCS )KU3Hb, YTOOBI XKeJlaHue
MONTH TOCHIETh Ha CKaMeeuKe 32 BOPOTAMH COCTABJISUIO HECOBITOUHYIO, HelocsAraeMylo meurty. U
MOYEMY-TO JIOKTOPY MPEICTaBUIOCh, YTO eciid Obl MOT 4ero-imoo xkenath Hanoneon B cBoem Ilan-
TEOHE, OH MeuTasl Obl, TUIAKaJI U MOJUJICS TOJIBKO O TOM, YTOOBI IIEBEIbHYTh XOTh OJHUM MaJIbLIEM
HABEKHU CJIOKEHHBIX Ha TPy MEPTBHIX pyK. M onsTh cygopora mpomuia no oOpio3riemMy JMIly cTa-
pOro JOKTOpAa.

Crapyiika cMoTpesa, crapasicb He MUTaTh, TIOJTHBIMU cJie3 r1a3aMu. M yxe He ObLIO B HUX
TaWHOIN MBICJIH O CKOPOM OT/IBIXE, a OfHa OECKOHEYHasl TporaTesbHast KaloCTh.

—Yro x, [Tommua I'puropreBHa, — 3aroBopuI1 JOKTOp, BcTaBasi, — HOBOro Huvero. [lpogomxkaiire
JaBaTh CIIEPMUH. .. €U OyJeT kap, JaiTe aCUpHHY ... 9TO K...
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OH XO0TeJ MOTpPOINATLCS CO CTAPBIM NMPO(EcCOPOM, HO CTAPUUOK, CKJIOHUB JIBICYIO JPOXKAIILYIO
rOJIOBY Ha KOCTOUYKH MEPTBBIX PYK, YK€ OIATh 3aKPbUI IM1a3a. JJOKTOpy MmoKa3aioch, 4To U3-MOJ OIy-
IIEHHBIX APSOTBIX BEK OECCUIbHO CBETUTCS APsIXJiasi TOCKJIMBAsI Clie3a.

[Nonuna ['puropbeBHa MPOBOIMIIA JOKTOPA U, TIOKA OH OpaJl IUISITY U MAaJKy, OISITh TOBOPHIIA
O TOM, YTO OHA YCTaJia, YTO y Hee HeT CUJI, YTO el XOUeTCs] YTKHYThCSI TOJIOBOW B 3€MJII0, HIUETO He
BUJIETh, HE UYBCTBOBaTb, HE CO3HaBaTh. M 00a MOHMMaIH, 4TO BCe ciioBa Oecroses3Hsl. Bee cioBa,
KaKHe MOKET BHITOBOPUTD YEIOBEYECKUN S3BIK.

B 3710 Bpems B nepeiHIon pemmTeIbHO U Kak OyTO BBI3BIBAIOIIE BOIILIA HApsIHAs, TIOTHAS U,
BU/IUMO, OepeMeHHast JaMa, a 3a Helo IEeroJIeBaThlid phKEYCHIN oduriep.

— YT0 BHI BCE TOJIKyeTeCh, MamMa! — 3BOHKO M BO3MYILIEHHO 3arOBOpHMIIA JilamMa, HeOpEeKHO 310-
POBAsICh C IOKTOPOM ApHOJIBIH. — YTO 00 3TOM roBopuTh? D10 Bat Aoir. Tsxeno? A 4ro xe ienars!

Crapymka kak Oyaro ucmyranack. Ctpaganue 3a6uiio ee.

— 41 3nar0, JImgouka, uTo JOMT... A BCE-TaKM TSKEIIO.

Jlama pemmTenbHO U HEOPEXKHO pa3Bena pyKaMu, M JIETKHME KpyKeBa ee IUIaThsi, HAPOUUTO
IIUPOKOTO, YTOOBI CKPHITh €e OepeMEHHOCTh, OMAaxXHYJIM BCI0O KOMHATY 3araxoM JTyXOB M 310pO-
BOU MOJIOZION KeHITWHBL. JIOKTOp HEBOJIBHO IMOKOCHIICS Ha €€ BBIMYKJIbIN, OSCCTBHIIHO BBUIC3AIOIIHIA
KUBOT, U HE TOAYMaJ, a MOYYBCTBOBAJ MYUYHUTEIBHOE HEJJOYMEHUE U CTHII: KaK MOTYT JIIOAU TIPH
BUJIE 9TOTO YKACHOTO KOHIIA, KOTOPBIN JKIET BCAKOTO YeJIOBeKa, 3aUMHATh, BHIHAIIMBATD M POKAThH
HOBYIO Y€JIOBEUYECKYIO XKU3Hb, HOBOE cTpafanue? U ere ropauTbest 3TUM, KaK UCIIOTHEHUEM KaKOH-
TO BeJIMKOW MUCcuM! BBIIO YTO-TO Haryioe B ee sIpKOM I1JIaThe ¢ HaMeKaMH Ha OOHaXEHHOCTb, B KPYT-
JIOM KPENnKOM KMBOTE M B OJIM30CTH 3I0POBOT0, HACTOMUYKMBO CJIEAYIONIETO 32 HEl MYKUMHBI.

«A Beb OHM COBEpINAOT CTPAIIHOE MPECTyIUIeHHe!» — BAPYr MPUIIUIO B TOJIOBY JOKTOPY
APpPHOJIBN, HO OH HE y/IepsKasl M He TOAYMaJl IO KOHIIA 3TOW CIIy4YailHOW MBICIIH.

— W 3aueM BBl BHICTABIJIM Y KPBUIbLA ITY T10CTh? — IMOyCMEsICh X MOPIIIACH HE TO C JOCAION,
HE TO C KOKETIMBOW (PPUBOJIBHOCTHIO, Opochiia OepeMeHHas keHIrMHa. — Kak Obl Tam HU ObUIO, a
pacIycKarhbCs 0 TAKOW CTENEHH. . .

— A 4T0? — UCIyraHHO CIPOCUJIa CTAPYIIIKA.

OueBuHO, 320bUTa U HE Cpa3y MOHsLIA.

— Ax, 10 Toro i1 MHe! — cka3asia oHa. JIOKTOp ApPHOJIBIM TSKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM TIPOBOAMIT Oepe-
MEHHYIO KEHIIIMHY U BBIIIE Ha KPbUIBIIO. Y3Ke CO IBOpa OH YCJIBIIIAT 3BOHKUN 1 Yepecuyp pa3Bsi3-
HBI TOJIOC:

— Hy, 3npaBcrByiite, nana! Kak BbI cebs1 uyBcTBYeTe?

W mogyman ¢ BHE3arHbIM PUCTYIIOM TOCKHM M OTBpallleHHs: «A Belb Bce MBI Oyaem, Oynem
e yMUpPaTh!»

CorHIle CBETUJIO SIPKO; B Ca/ly JpavwIvBO YMPUKAIM BOPOObH; JajieKo, Ha/l KPBIILIAMU U Jiepe-
BbSIMH 30JIOTHJICS JIETKUIA KYTIOJN KOJIOKOJBbHH, M BUIHO OBLIO, KaK y CTapbIX KAPHU30B CBEPKAJIH
cepeOpsiHbIe TOMYOu.

U onsite 6pOCHIIOCH B IM1a3a IOKTOPY APHOJBAN YepHOE YPOIUTUBOE MATHO Y KpbUTbiia. OT HEro
B HYJJHOM 3aIlaxe 4eJI0BeYeCKUX UCIPAKHEHUI CMPAJIHO U ITTYMJIMBO BESUIO JbIXaHUE CMEPTH.

TyT Bce ObUIO KOHYEHO: XKU3Hb, HAKOHEIl, OTKMHYJA BCE IMPUKPACHl, HAITIO BBIBEPHYJIACH
HAW3HAHKY, ¥ TO, YTO CTBHIIIUBO MPATAJIOCH TI0 yIJIaM, BAPYT TOPKECTBYIOIIE BBIIBUHYJIOCH BIIEPE/ 1
10 TIPaBy 3aHsLIO MIEPBOE MECTO, 3arOPOAMB AOPOTY U Pa3aBUB HAPSIJHbIC IIBETHI.

JlokTOp APpHOJIBAY MPUOCTAHOBHUIICS Y, MAIIMHAJIBHO MPOTSIHYB MAJKY, TPOHYJI OTBPATUTEb-
HOE JiepeBsiHHOe uyzoBuine. [1anka oTckounsa ¢ TynbiM cTykoM. Kpyriiasi, 3moBoHHast ibIpa HacMell-
JIMBO CMOTpeJia B roiydoe He0o.

JlokTOp APHOJIBAM OMYCTUJI MAJIKY, COTHYJICS M ME/IJIEHHO TOIIEN TIPOYb.
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Crepytonii BU3UT ObUT HA COCEHEH YHILIE, ¥ IOKTOP APHOJIBAM MOIIE MEKOM. PhikeHbKast
KOOBIJTIKA, BO3UBIIAS €ro M0 OOJNBHBIM, IIIArOM TPOHYJIACH TI0 yJHIle, U OeoBoochi HukuTa YMHHO
CHZEN Ha KO3J1aX, COBEPUIEHHO C TAKUM K€ BUIOM, C KAKMM BO3WJI JIOKTOPA B KJIyO M caM €311 3a
BOJION.

Eme He cnasna skapa, ¥ YJIHIIBI TO-TIPeKHEMY TBLUTBHO JpeMaiv Mof] coHIeM. Bee Tak e ObLu
3aKpPBITH BCE CTaBHU, W JIOMa MIMEJIM HEeXWUJIOW, BBIMOPOUYHBIN BHJ. [lake cTpaHHO OBUIO TOIyMaTh,
YTO 32 KAXJIOW CTEHOHM KOMOIIATCs, CMEIOTCs, IENyI0TCs, TUIadyT, YTO, €C/IM Obl CHATH BAPYT BCE
KPBIIIH 1 3ar7ITHY Th CBEPXY, MCITYTAaHHBIH TJ1a3 yBUEJ Obl OSIIIeHO K Py TAIIMIACS MypPaBEHHIUK, HE 3HA-
IOLIUI HU MUHYTHI TTOKOs1. [1o BceM yriam, B KaXJI0M IIEJTH [IeBEJIMITUCh KUBBIE CYITIeCTBa, HecyacT-
HBIE, CTPAJAIONIIe, B MyKaX POXIAOIIME CBOMX MMOTOMKOB, YTOOBI T€ CTPaJIaid TEMH e CTPaJIaHu-
SIMU ¥ B MyKaXx 3BaJI KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib IOKTOpa A PHOJIBAU, OYATO OBI CIOCOOHOTO J1aTh UM M30aBJICHUE
OT HEM30EKHOTO.

W CKOMBKO UX, C TSKKUM TPYIOM CHACEHHBIX OT CMEPTH CETOAHS, YMHPAIU 3aBTPa, TOJIBKO
JIMIITHANA pa3 TiepekuBasi Te ke MyKU M TOT ke yXac cMepTd. JIoOKTop APHOMBIY SICHO BHUJIEIN, KaK
HUYTOXHA M OECCMBICIIEHHA €ro Tshkesasi padoTa, M JaBHO MPUBBIK AeJIaTh CBOE JIeNIo 6e3 0codoro
BOJTHEHH . Y/IaBaJIOCh JId €My ITOMOYb WJIM OOJIbHOM YMHUpAJT y HEro Ha pyKax, JIOKTOp ApPHOJbAN
ObLT POBHO CIIOKOEH M IIIeJT K IpyromMy OOJIbHOMY, KaK YacOBOM MacTep, KOTOPbIA, OCMOTPEB 4achl,
CIIOKOMHO OepeTcst 3a Apyroil MexaHu3M. TobKO roioBa ero ¢ KaxabM JTHEM CTAaHOBUIIACH TsKelee,
1a Mo 0ojee ycrao.

3anpIXaBIIMCch OOJBINE OT CBOEH TONIIUHBI, YeM OT JKapbl, OH 3aBEPHYJ B KAJIMTKY, Teperies
MaJIeHbKMI MEITAaHCKUI TBOPUK, MAXHYIIUNA KOXEH, U BOIIIEN B JIOM, TJie ero *kJIaiu, Kak bora.

Eme He crapast sxeHIIMHA, C JIMIIOM WCITYTaHHBIM U BBICOXIIIUM OT BEUHBIX 3a00T, BCTpeTHIIa
JOKTOpa OTYAsSTHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, U TI0 3TOMY 3HAKOMOMY BBIPAKEHHIO JIOKTOP APHOJIBIAM MOHSLI, YTO
pebGeHKy xyxe. Bripodem, OH 1 0:KHAAJ 3TOrO: B TOpojie OblIa SMUASMHUS, CMEPTh HECTIBIIITHO XOAMIa
13 JJIOMa B JIOM, U MaJICHbKHE JTIO[U, ellle He Y3HABIIUE, YTO TaKOe KU3Hb, 33IbIXJIUCh U KOCTCHEN
KPOIIIEYHBIMU TPYIUKAMU, KOTOPbIE IECATKAMHU OTHOCHIIM 32 TOPOJI ¥ 3apbIBAJIU B ecok. Tam moca-
JWJIM eJTKU, U MOJIOZIbIE IEPEeBIIA TOJ1 OT roJa CTAHOBIJIKICH 3eJIeHee.

— Hy, kak mena? — cnpocut JOKTOP APHOJIBIH, OTJISIBIBASICH, Ky/Ia TIOJOXKUTH IILIAITY.

B MasieHbKO# Tps3HON KOMHATE, TPONMTAHHOM YaIoM M MBLJIOM, Be3/ie ObUIM HaBaJICHbI Ky4d
IpsA3HOTO Oeltbsi. KOphITO ¢ MBITBHOM MEHOM MyCKaJIo B TIOTOJIOK KJIyOBI ’KUPHOTO CIIaKOBATOrO Mapa.
lope u HyXaa U3 KaXI0W TPATIKU, U3 KAXKION Kyqd TPsA3H JIOBOJILHO CMOTPEJIH, KaK BHIOMBAIOTCS U3
CUJT COMBIIIMECS, 3AMOTABIIIUECS JTIOM.

— XyKe, TOCTIOMH JIOKTOP, XyXke! — MoYeMy-To MIeTOTOM OTBETHIA KSHIIMHA U MAITMHATIBHO
nepexBaTuia MUY U3 MeJUIUTEIbHBIX PYK JOKTOPa APHOJIB/IN.

— Huuero, He BonHyiiTech, MaTymika!.. Bor mact, Bce Oyaer mo-xopoiiemy, — He s TIpo-
TIBIXTEJT TOJICTBIA JIOKTOP W, TSKEJIO B3OXHYB, MEPECTYIHII MOPOT TYITHOW TOMyTEMHON KOMHATBHI,
Y3 KOTOPOW JOHOCHUJICSI 3HAKOMBIN MPEPHIBUCTHIN XPUIT YMUPAIOIIETO.

V kpoBatu, OOJBIION, C OrPOMHON TIEPUHOM, MOXKET OBITh, TOW CAMOM, Ha KOTOPOU OBLT 3a4ar u
POX/IEH 3TOT YMHPAIOIIHIA peOSHOK, CTOSLT MOJIOOIN MEIIaHHH ¢ OecTAImyME riiazamMu. OH BCTPeTUI
JOKTOpa TeM ke JIMXOPATOYHBIM B3TJISIIOM HAJEeK/Ibl U CTpaxa, MeTHY Jiesl, CDOHIJI Ha TIOJT TIOYIIKY
Y TIOAAJT JOKTOPY CTYII.

JlokTOp ApHOJBAM TSKEIO OIYCTHUIICS BO3JIE KPOBATH, TIOAYMaJl, TOUHO COOMPASICh C CHIIAMU, 1
B3$JT MAJICHBKYIO TOPSUYIO PYyUKY, KOTOpasi Ceiuac ke MHCTUHKTUBHO M OECCUITBHO CTajIa BHIPHIBATHCS
y Hero. PeOeHOK 4yTh-4yTh MOBEPHYJI MyTHbIC, HE3psUKe TJIa3a, B3IPOrHY/I U 3aMeTaJICsl CUJTbHEE.
Este crpImHbIi 11a4, MOXOKUH Ha MUCK MaJIEHHKOTO 3BepbhKa B KOTTSIX COBBI, pa3/ajicsl B KOMHATe.

JIOKTOp ApPHOJIBAM OIYCTHII PYYKY M 33 lyMaJICS.
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Emy yxe He HyXeH ObUT KaKOU-IMO0 OCMOTP: O 3TOMY CYIOPOKHOMY METAHMIO, TI0 MyTHOCTH
I71a3, 110 3BYKY JIBIXaHUsI OH Cpa3y YBUIEIN, UTO HaJEK/Ibl HET, U OCTAETCsl MPUOETHYTh K CAMBIM Iepo-
MYECKUM Mepam, Oe3 pacyera Ha ycrieX, TOJbKO AJIsS OYUCTKH COBECTH.

B maneHbKoil, HEKHOM, KaK Y IBITUIEHKA, MATHAMH MMOKPACHEBILIEW TPYAU YTO-TO MYUHUTEIBHO
APOXAIO U OMIIOCh, Kak OyATO BCE TEJIO COAPOranoch He OT OOMH, a OT yxaca. [ ofoBa, Ka3apiasics
OrPOMHOM, TOUHO UyKasl, IEpPeKaThiBAIaCh HA TOHEHBKOM, OY/ITO JIMIIIEHHO!N KOCTEH I1iee, a KpoIey-
HOE JIMYMKO OBUTO B3AYTO M KpacHo. HeBuammasi KoctiisiBasi pyka MeJUIeHHO, C HETIOHSITHOM JKeCTO-
KOCTBIO BCE CHJIbHEE, TOUHO TeIlach, CAABIMBAJIA LTYIUIOE MITHYLE TOPIIBIIIKO.

— Ma-a... — mpoOOpMOTa JOKTOP APHOJBIN B TIIyOOKOM 33 yMUYHBOCTH.

—Y10? — KUHYJIACh K HEMY KEHIIMHA. JIOKTOP TSIKEJIbIM B3IJISII0M ITOCMOTPEJ B €€ UCITyTaHHbIE
MOJISIIITUE T71a3a.

— Huuero, ckazan oH. [IpurotoBbTe ropstueit Bogpl u cOeraiite Ha CyMcKylo K epaiepy
[Iseiizony. 3naere?.. [Iycth ceituac xe uaer cioaa. S roopui eMy, oH 3Haert. [a...

Mortoz1o¥ MeIlaH|H C OTYAasTHHBIM BUIOM CXBaTWJI KapTy3 U METHYJICA K JABEPH.

—9... IlocrouTe! — 10CayIMBO OCTAHOBUJI €70 IOKTOP ApHOJIBAU. — TaM y BOPOT MOSI JIOIIA/ b,
Bo3bMuUTe ee. Ckopo Hajo... Ckopeii!

CrpiHO OO, KaK 3arpeMey Kojleca U CTUXJIN BIAJTH.

JIOKTOp APHOJIBAM OJJVH OCTAJICS HAJl YMHUPAOIIUM PEOSHKOM.

B komHare 6b110 THXO, JYIITHO U CTPAHHO CIIBIIIAIOCH 32 OKHOM JIEP3KO€ YUNPUKAHbE BOPOObEB,
HE 3HABIIMX, KAKOE YKACHOE JIeJI0 COBEPIIAETCs B STOW YHBUIOH, I'PS3HON KOMHaTe. PeGeHok mo-
MpeXHEMY XPUIIeN U KaTal o MOAYIIKE CBOIO TSHKENTYI0, KAMEHHYIO TOJIOBY, CO CITyTAHHBIMU, CITUTI-
IIUMUCS BOJIOCUKaMU. B3/yBIIecs Jierkue Ha 4acTy PBajii €ro MaJeHbKYIO IPy/lb; KPOBb, Topsivas,
KaK KUITSTOK, 3JIMBAJIA MO3T U JaBUJIa KPOMEIIHOM OOJIbI0; PYyUKH M HOKKHU CYTIOPOKHO KOPUYHJIHCh,
TOYHO OH CTapaJICsl BHIOPAThCS U3 KAKOK-TO SIMBI, HE MOT U OMJICSI B OTHOM MecTe. MaJleHbKUH YeJio-
BEK He MOHUMAJI, YTO C HUM, U OOPOJICS, METasiCh M CTapasiCh BHIPBATHCS, KaK KOTEHOK, MPUABJICH-
HBII OPEBHOM.

WNuoraa oH kak OyaTo 3BasI KOro-To.

— Mal.. — caaBiaeHHO U elie CIIBIITHO MHINAJ OH, TOYHO MaJIeHbKUI BOPOOEH, BHIMABIINAN U3
THE37A.

JIOIKHO OBITh, OH KJ1AJI, YTO ceiiuac mpueT 3Ta Oobias, JoOpasi, Terias MaTh, KOTOpast BCe
3HAET, MOBEJIEBACT KU3HBIO U MOXKET 3aIUTUTh OT BCSKOW O/IbI.

—Ha, ma. .. — MamuHaIbHO OOPMOTAIT JOKTOP APHOJBIH U TO IIIyTIAJ MYJIBC, TO OTXOAUI K OKHY
Y JIOJITO CTOSUT TaM, OECCMBICIICHHO IJIsIsl Ha TIepesIeTaloIMX BOPOObEB.

Kak Bceraa y KpoBaTy yMHpAIOIIMX JETel, YyBCTBA €ro ObUIM CMYTHBI M TPOMA/IHBI.

Ecnu Ob1 1OKTOp APHOJIB/M, PUCKYSI COOCTBEHHOM JKM3HBIO, UTO OH U COOMPAJICS CAENATh, MOT
CTIACTH WJIH, 110 KpaliHe! Mepe, OOlIeryuTh CTpajaHusi, OH He 3aayMaiics Obl HM HAa MUHYTY U JakKe
He Tipuian Obl SToMy ocoOoro 3HayeHus1. Eciu Obl OH 3HaUT, KTO BUHOBEH B 9TON Macce OeCroye3HbIX
CTpaJaHMid, OH, CTApbIil TOKTOP, C 0e300513HEHHBIM, OTKPBITHIM JIMIIOM, BCTaJl OBl TIEpPel HUM U TIPO-
KJIsi1 Obl ero. Hu cMepTH, HY cyJa, HU BEUHBIX MyYeHHUI OH He MOOO0sIICs Obl.

Ho nokTop ApHOIBIM 3HAJ, YTO IOMOYb HEJIb3s1 M UTO HU MPOKJISATHS, HA MOJIBOBI, HM JJOKa-
3aTesIbCTBA HE TIOyYaT OTBETa HUKOT/A.

Tak sxe OyleT BCXOAUTh U 3aXO[UTh COJHIIE, TaK ke OyJIeT BEPTeThCs Ha THOE PacliBETaIoIIast
3emuis. Bee Gecrione3Ho. OH, TOKTOpP ApHOJIBM, MOXKET TUTIAKATh MJTH U3/1€BAThCSI, IPOCUTH WIIU MTPO-
KJIMHATh, MOXET, HAKOHEll, pa30uTh cebe TOJIOBY O CTeHY, M BCEe 3TO OyJeT Tak ke OSCCMBICICHHO,
KaK BOIUIM TTyXOHEMOTO B ITyCThIHE.

W 6b1710 J1ervye TONBKO OT OJJHOM MBICITH: 9TO MaJICHBKOE CYILIECTBO, POKACHHOE IS CTPa/IaHUH,
YMUPAET, eIl He HAyYMBIIUCH OOSThCS CMEPTH, €1Ile He MTO3HAB MPEeJIeCTH TON MUJION U MPOKJISATOM
YeJIOBEYECKON KU3HU.
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JlokTOp ApPHOJIBAM TIOCMOTPEJT Ha 3TOr0 CTPAHHOTO IMayyKa, KOPUMBILIETOCs Ha MOCTENH, Ha
ero TOHEeHbKHE YepBeoOpa3Hble PyKU M HOTH, KPUBYIO CITUHKY, KEJITYI0 HAUIUTYIO TOJIOBY C TSIKEJTbIM
3aTBUTKOM M Y3KHM JIOOM.

— Jla! — moBTOpPWMII OH B pa3iymbe.

SIcHO, 10 MeThbYalIIIMX IOAPOOHOCTEM, TIPEACTABUIACH €MY Ta XKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OBUIO 0OpedeHO
HECTH 3TO XKaJKOe, UCKPUBJIEHHOE HaCJIeJCTBEHHBIMH MTOopyaMu cyiecTBo. Kakast 3To Obiia Ob1 Oec-
CMBICJICHHASI, HUUTOKHASI, TIOJTHAsI CTPaJaHuil KU3Hb, KaKOe y)KacHoe, 0OpeYeHHOe Ha MeJIEHHOE
BBIMHUPAHUE JJOJKHO OBITh €r0 MOTOMCTBO!.. A 3TH CTpaHHbIe May4KH TaK KMBYYH U IJIONOBUTHI! U3
9TOW KOMHATHI, €CJIM Obl CMEPTh HE BOIILIA PaHbIIIEe, TPOCOYMIACH Obl B MUP CTPYsI TAKOTO THOSI TIpe-
CTYITHOCTH, 6e300pa3usi, TYIIOCTH U OECKOHEUHOTO CTPaJaHus, YTO JOKTOP APHOJIBIN Jake CMOp-
IIAJICS OT OTBpALICHUSI.

BrIBOZI CMYTHBIN ¥ TPOMAIHBIN Ha3pEBaJl B TSKEJIOM MO3TY JJOKTOPA, HO CHJI HE XBaTaJlo JI0Be-
CTH €ro 70 KoHIA. [Ipyroii 4yeyoBeK, C yMOM SICHBIM U CMEJIbIM, CEpIIIeM TBEPAbIM, IIOTOM CKa3aJl TO
CJIOBO, TIepe/l KOTOPHIM OECCUIIBHO OTCTYIUII IOKTOP APHOJIBAN.

Ecnu 6b1 y Hero, y cTaporo JoKTopa, Oblia TBeprasi BOJIs, OH MOAHSLT Obl CBOIO OOJBIITYIO TOJI-
CTYIO PYKY M CKa3aI:

— A TbI X04elIb, YTOOBI ITO KATKOE, He clesIaBIlee TeOe HUKAKOTO 3J1a, HAMBHO PaJoBaBIIIeecs
Kaxgomy TBoeMy TBOPEHUIO CYIIECTBO KOPYMIIOCh B HEU3OBIBHBIX CTPAAAHUSAX, TIOKA MYKH HE CTAaHyT
HeriepeHOCUMBbI ¥ Thl He HAC/IaIUIIbCS BO3MOKHOM MOl My4eHHd, a s, pa3yMHbIId U CBOOO/IHBIIH
YeJIOBeK, BOJIM KOTOPOro fgaxe 1 Tebe He CKoBaTh, MOTY OIHUM JIBUKEHHUEM BbIPBATh KEPTBY U Pa3OM
o6opBath TBOIO HeJeryIo U 3TyI0 IOTeXy. BbITh MOXET, pacyeThl, He JOCTYIHbIE YMY YeJIOBEUECKOMY,
pykoBoasaT Toboro. .. MoxeT ObiTh! Ho 51 He 3HaI0 U He MpHU3HAI0 UX !

JIBepb TUXO CKpHITHYJA, U OJieqHast )KEHIIMHA POOKO BOIIIA B KOMHATY, KaK MoOuTasi codaka,
OT MOpOTra YCTPEMHB Ha JOKTOPA 3aMCKUBAIOIIIE, MOJISIIIME I71a3a.

— Yro? ®enpaiep rnpuexan? — OYHYBIIUCH, CIIPOCUIT IOKTOP APHOJIbIU.

— Hery eme, He cibIxars. ..

JlokTop rmocMoTpen Ha peOGeHKa U B3AOXHYI.

— Bony st mpuroroBusia, roCOANH JOKTOP, — TUXO CKa3aJia OHa, He CBOJIS C JIUIIA JOKTOPA CBOMX
CTpPaHHBIX I71a3 U HE IBUTasich C MECTa.

— Hy, u npekpacHo, — MpoMnbIXTesl JOKTOP APHOJIbIU.

— locnoguH TOKTOP... — elle TUIlle MPOroBOpWJia OHA W UyTh IIarHysa K Hemy. — [ocriogux
JOKTOp!..

— Hy, ut0? — ¢ TOCKO# cripOCI1 JOKTOP APHOJIBIU.

—Kak I'puiienpka. . . mornpaButcsi? — yke COBCEM eJie CIBIITHO BHITOBOPUIIN €€ BHICOXIIIHE TYOH,
¥ TOJIOC IPOTHYJI, TOYHO OHA MOMEPXHYJIACh KAKUM-TO JPYTUM CJIOBOM.

MarneHbK1e I71a3K1 IOKTopa OECIIOKOMHO 3aMOPraiy.

— Bynem HanesTbCsl. .. — HEECTECTBEHHO Pa3BsS3HBIM TOHOM OTBETHJI OH.

JKeHnHa HeIOBEPUMBO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro, M TOKTOPY MOKAa3aJioCh, UTO I71a3a €€ CTAHOBSATCS
Bce OoJbllie, OOJbIIIe, 3aMOoNHSIOT BECh MUP M IIIAIAT eMy B camyio aymry. OH HEeBOJBHO BCTal,
OTOIIEJNT K OKHY M CTaJl MPUCTATBHO CMOTPETh B PACIUIBIBAIOLIMECS TEpe/l IIa3aMu 3eJIeHble MATHA
JIMCTBEB.

«Kakwe Gosblive JUCTbs!» — MOYEMY-TO MTOIyMaJT OH.

— BBl yx mocrapaiitech, TOCIOAMH TOKTOp... Bor Bam 3aruiatur!.. — joseren J0 HEero 4yTh
CJIBIIIHBINA 11enoT. — OauH Beab y MeHs [ puitenbkal..

— I'pumienbka! — mporenectesio B KOMHATE, TOYHO OCEHHHI BETEp TPOHYJ CyXUe JIMCThSl Ha
MOTHUJIe.

U B 3TOM 11IE7IECTE OBLIO CTOIBKO MYKH U JIIOOBU, UTO JOKTOPY JJaKe CTPAHHO MOKA3aJI0Ch, KaK
9TO MUHYTY TOMY Ha3aJl OH JiyMaJl O HECUYaCTHOH cyap0e u 6e300pa3uu 31oro ['puiieHbKH, KOTOPHIH
XOpOIIIO JIefIaeT, yTo ymupaeT BoBpemsi! KakoB Obl OH HU ObLIT MMOT, YPOI, 3710/EH — [IsI Hee 3TO ObLT
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TOJIBKO €IMHCTBEHHbIH [ prilieHpka. B 4yTh CIBIITHOM IIernoTe, B pOOKHX, MOJISIIMX CIOBaX Mepe
JIOKTOPOM BCTJIO TAKOE KOJIOCCATIBHOE, TAKOE MOTyuee HEOJOIMMOE YyBCTBO, YTO OH MTOYYBCTBOBA
ce0s IeCYMHKOM Tlepe]] HUM M yKac OLIYTWJ B AyIlie: B 9TOM CTPAIIHOH JIOBYIIKE HaBcerga Oblia
3aJI0’KeHa Hen30eKHOCTh OECKOHEUHBIX MYK, B€UHasl )KUBYUIECTb CTPAAaHMSI.

— 370 y)acHo! — MpoOOPMOTAIT JOKTOP APHOJIBIIH.

—Yro?

— Ila, HUYEro. .. BOH, Ka)XeTcsl, (pesbamiep rnpuexai! — 0To3Bajics JOKTOP U, CIIOBHO yoerast ot
BOIPOCOB, OISATH Mepeliesn K KpOoBaTH.

A xorga mpurien (enbamep, OH MOKOPHO CHSUT NMHUJPKAK, 3aCy4lil pyKaBa, 3a0blT BCE CBOM
MBICJIH Y OTISITh ITPUHSIICSA 32 TSDKEITyIo Oecrosie3Hylo padoTy, Kak KaTOP;KHUK, TPUKOBAHHBIN K TAUKe.

OH 710710, BHUMATEJIBHO M COCPEIOTOYEHHO MBLT PYKH, KJIOUbSMHU pa30pachiBasi MbUIbHYIO
TIeHY, TIBIXTS ¥ COMsl. BiieiHas keHIpHa NojiaBaia eMy BO/y, U B KaK/IOM €€ JBHKEHUU ObUTH BUTHBI
POOOCTh M OTPOMHOE yBaXKEHHUE TIEPe/l €ro BeJTUMKUM 3HaHueM. Pesbaiiep, ppikUid 3J0pPOBHII Yeso-
BEK, JIOBKO M JIEJIOBUTO MPUTOTOBIISUT MHCTPYMEHTHI, BaTy W OMHTBI M JieJIajl 3TO C TaKUM BUIOM,
TOYHO COOMPAJICS MOKa3aTh KaKOW-TO 3aMBICJIOBATHIN (POKYC.

PeGeHoK Bce Xxpumen 1 MeTascs..

Hakowner JOKTOp ApHOJBAM BBIMBUI PYKH, TIBITIIMBO OCMOTpEJ X, TOMaxajl B BO3IyXe 1 MO0~
I11eJ1 K KPOBaTH.

— Hy, BbI!.. — mporbIxTesn oH, Ka4HyB I'0JIOBOM Ha MEILJaHKHA U €ro keHy. MelllaHuH cefiuac xe
UCITyTaHHO OTCKOUYMJI K JIBEpH, HO XyJasl 3aMOpPEHHas! KEHIIMHA TOJIBKO MOBeJa Ha JOKTOpa MOJIS-
MU 71a3aMu. Takue ria3a ObIBaIOT y KOIIKU, KOT/Ia HECYT TOIHTh €€ KOTST.

— 4 Bam roBOpIo! — MTHOBEHHO pa3/ipakasich, KpUKHYI JOKTOP APHOJBIH, HO ceiuac e OroM-
HWICS ¥ IPUOABUII C TITYOOKOH XkanocThio: — HeT yx, romyOyIika, Bbl TOTO. .. yUAUTE... A TO 51 ¥ caM
BOJIHOBaThCs Oyay... Hdeno takoe. Tloiiaute, moiauTe orciofa... Yto MoxkHO OyaeT, Mbl cziesiaemM! —
Torma oHa MOKOPHO M TUXO TOIUIeNach U3 KOMHATHL. TOMBKO B IBEPsIX €Ille pa3 MPUOCTAHOBUIIACH U
MOJTYa MOCMOTpesia Ha JJOKTOPA, JIOBS ero B3MIsA. JJOKTOp APHOJIBAN OTBEPHYJICS.

Peb6enok Bapyr 3atux. OH CIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ PUOIMKEHUE YETO-TO CTPAIITHOTO U B YIIOP
CMOTpeJ Ha JOKTOpa APHOJBAM MYTHBIMU, HEBUISAIIMMH, HO Kak OyITO MOHMMAIOIIMMH IJ1a3aMH.
Jlaxxe nepHyJIcs B CTOPOHY, HO CUJIbHBIE, TIOKPHITHIE PHIKMM ITyXOM, KaK y MSICHUKA, PyKH (pesibariepa
yzepxaiu ero. JJOKTop MesIeHHO U OCTOPOXHO KOCHYJICSI TOHEHBKOTO, HAJIMBIIETOCS KPOBBIO, MyUH-
TEJIbHO OBIOIIErOCs MTUYLETO TOPJIBIIIKA. Y3K0e OCTpHe OJeCTAIIero HOXKUYKa KOJIBHYIIO, HAXKAJIO U
Mpope3aso Koxy. MrHOBEHHO ObUIO OMEP3UTEIHHOE OIYIIEHUE CKPUIISIIEH KUBOW TKaHH, U BAPYT
BBICTYIIMJTM KPacHble OMcepHbIe Kaneabku. [yOxe Bpe3asicsi HOXKUK, JIOBKO MHUHYS XPSIIIH, U KPOBb
CTPYMKOM MOTEKJIa U3-TIOJ1 TOJICTHIX MaJbIEB JOKTOpa ApPHOJIbAM, OOBHBasI IEHKY KPAaCHBIM OKepe-
abeM. PeGeHok 3amep, MOTOM B3APOTHYII M BECh 331€PrajiCsl B MEJIKOU JPOXKHU, KaK KPOJIMK, KOTOPOMY
MIPOCBEPIMBAIOT Yeper. MaseHbkast TpyOKa, maykasich KPOBbIO, JIETKO BOIIUIA B TEMHOE, OyJIbKalolee
OTBEpCTHE, U BIPYT XPUILIOE, CBUCTSIIIEE IbIXaHue MpeKpaTiiock. Kak Oyaro Bo BceM Mupe HacTasia
MTHOBEHHAsI THIIIMHA, ¥ BCE 3aMepJI0 KPYTrOM B CO3EpIIaHUU BEJTMKOMN TalHBI.

JlokTOp ApHONBAM TUTIOHYI, M CJTIOHA, OKpAIlleHHas] KPOBbIO, TYCTO M TSDKKO IIJICITHYJIach B
BOTY.

HoBoe, poBHOE 1 CLIOKOWHOE JIBIXaHKE, YHCTOE, KaK BO3/IYX, MOCIBIIIATIOCh B KOMHATE, 1 OBLIO
KPacuBO U JIETKO, KaK camasi JTy4dIasi My3blKa, KaKylo MOXKET CJIbIIIATh YeJIOBEYECKOe YXO.

Ho noxrop ApHonbau 6611 cympadeH. [ 1a3a ero cMoTpenu mbITIrBo ¥ cypoBo. OH JOJITo MoTya
CTOSLJT HaJ] KpOBAaThi0, TOTOM KOPOTKO MaxHYJI TOJICTOM, SIBCTBEHHO 3a/IpOKABILEN PYKOM.

Pooxuii penpamep 6bICTpO cOOMpal HHCTPYMEHTHI.

PeGeHOK Jiexall CMUPHO, BBITSHYBIIUCH, MOKOWHO, MONOXUB pydyku. Ho mmumko ero Obuio
Oye/1HO, ¥ CUHEBaTasi TeHb ITPOCTYIajia Ha HeM. TulIlle ¥ THIIIe CITBIIIAIOCh €0 OCBOOOKAEHHOE JbIXa-
HHE.
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VI

Vike Beyepesio, Korjga JOKTOp ApHOJbAY, IIOTHBIM U 3aMy4€HHBbIH, BBIXOAWI CO IBOPA.

CornHile ceno, U YUCThIe MSTKHE Kpacku xenteian Ha HeOe. Caipl IOTEMHEIN U CTallU yKe
HE MbUTbHBIMU M CyXMMH, a 3€JIeHbIMH, TIOJTHBIMU CyMpaKa M CBEKeCTU. BeTepok Msrko Hajietes Ha
ropstyee JIMLIO JIOKTOPa, U MUJIBIM XOJIOZIKOM OOBESIIO €10 MOKpBIii J100. HoBbie, 005ierdyeHHo pagocT-
HbIE 3BYKH CJIBIIIAIUCH CO BCEX CTOPOH. TOYHO TSKECTh CBAJIMIIACH C 3€MJIM M CTAJIO JIerye JbIIIAaTh.
['me-to cMesnmch, KTO-TO MEPEKJIUKAIICS 3BOHKMMH T'OJIOCAaMU, C IEPKBU 3BOHWJIM KO BCEHOIITHOM.
Bce ObUTO KpacuBO M paJIoCTHO, KaK OBIBAET TOJBKO SICHBIM BEYEPOM, TOCIIE JI0ITOro, HEBBLIHOCHMO
’KapKOTO JIHSI.

TosbKO 32 MyIe4aMu IOKTOpa OCTaNach AyIIHAsI TEeMHasi KOMHATa, Iie B CyMpake, ObICTPO XOJI0-
aest, JiexKay MaJIeHbKUI BBITSIHYTBIN TPyNUK. Tam yke, Kak uepHble MyXy HaJl MaJaliblo, I0PKO IIHBI-
PSUTH KaKKe-TO TEMHBIE CTAPYIIKH, U B OTKPBITOE OKHO CIIBIIIAJICS TUKUH, TIPOH3UTEIbHbINA, UCCTYII-
JIEHHBII KPUK:

— O, I'puinenbka, moit I'puiienbka! O, MaTyILIKM MOU POIHEHbKHE! ..

W noxkropy ApHONbaM Ka3aaoch, YTO BE3Je TUXO, TUXO, U Iake JajleKoe HeOO CO BHUMaHUEM
MPUCITYIIIUBAETCS K 9TOMY OJMHOKOMY BOILITIO.

VY KaJUTKH ero HarHajJ MoJofoi MemianuH. Ero OreqHoe, ¢ KJIOYKOBATOM phikel OOpOIKOn
JMIO OBLJIO MOKPO, U IJ1a3a CMOTPEITH MO-TTPEeKHEMY HCITYTaHHO U OTYassHHO. OH, I0JKHO OBITh, 1aXe
HE BUJIEJ IOKTOpa 1, YTO-TO OOpMOYa IpOKAIMMU TyOAMH, COBAJT €My CKAThIM KyJIak.

— Bor... BOT... BOT... — GeccBsi3HO OopMOTal OH. [JOKTOp ApPHOJIBAY MAaIIMHAJIBHO B3TJISHYJ
Ha ero KyJak ¥ yBUEN 32XKaThlil oy OyMasKKH.

— ... 3a4eM 3T0! — ¢ 10caIoN CKa3asl OH, MaXHYB JAPOKAILEN TOJICTON PYKOH.

— Bo3bMuTe, BO3bMUTE. .. KaK K€, TPYAUIUCH, MBI IOHUMaeM. .. BOJIst Boxwus. .. — coBepiieHHO
©eccMBICTIEHHO MTOBTOPUJT MEIIAHWH, TTPOJAOJIKAsk COBATh CBOYM UEPHBIA, TOUHO OOYIJIEHHBIN KYJIaK.

JlokTOp ApPHOJIBAM BAPYT CEPAMTO HACYNWJICS, YPHIBKOM B3sUT AEHBIU U, OBICTPO OTBEPHYB-
IIKCh, TOIIeN B KaMTKY. COrHYBIIMCH TaK, TOUHO OOsIJICS yaapa c3aH.

BenoBosnocklit HUKMTKa BCTPETHIT €T0 IITYTOM, 32K AaBIISHCs YIBIOKOM.

— KonHuwics? — cripocust oH, KOraa JOKTOP YCeJIcsl Ha 3aCK pUIieBIIIee MO €T0 TSKECTBIO CUIEHbE
MIPOJIETKHU.

— U T1HI, Aypak, Koraa-HUOYAb KOHYMIIBCS... — MAIIMHAJIBHO OTBETUJ JOKTOP APHOJBAU U
MUXHYJI €r0 B CIMHY HAOAIIAITHUKOM TaJKH.

Hukutka Beceno 3acMesiicst TO OCTPOYMHOMU IIYTKE M TPOHYJ PHIKEHBKYIO 3aCTOSIBIIYIOCS
KOOBLJIKY.

[Tbuth TSKENO MOAHSUIACH 32 KOJecaMH, W, KOrja JOKTOp OBICTPO 3aBOpauMBall 3a yroi, B
YHCTOM BEUepHEM BO3[yXe ellle JIoJeTesl IO Hero MPOH3UTEbHBIN, CBepisanmi HeOo Kpuk: O,
MaTyku Mou pogHenbkue!.. Oit, [IpecBsitast Boroponuna!

[Tponerka 3aBepHy’a 3a yroi, ¥ BCe CTUXJIO, KaK He ObIBIIEE.
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VII

Bbin coBcem Beuep, M AajleKO B CTENU Toracajia XoJjogHasi 3eJleHoBaras 3apsi, KOrjaa JTOKTOp
APHOJBIN, YCTAJIBIN U YTPIOMBIN, 3aKAaHYMBAJI CBOU BH3UTHI.

OH 1aBHO yXke repecTtall pa3inyarh CBOMX OOJTbHBIX M PABHO YHBLIO IIEN K JIETSIM, KEHIIHAM,
CTapyKaM ¥ MOJIofbIM JofsiM. Ho mecsiil ToMy Hasaj ero no3pajiy K OOJbHON aKTpUCe, YMHUPAIOIIEeH
Ha pOJIMHE, ¥ KaK-TO HE3aMETHO IOKTOpP APHOJIBIM IMPUBBIK KAk 1Bl BeUep Mocyie BCeX BU3UTOB 3aX0-
auTh K Herd. CHavasia OH JIeUmI ee, HO O0JIe3Hb OblIa HeU3JIeYMMa, U OH OCTaBIJI. TOJIBKO MPUXOANIT,
cauiics, Kak Oy/ITO Ha MUHYTY, He BHITyCKasl U3 PYK MUTATBI U MAJKHU, U TIPOCHKUBAJI IeJIble Yachl B
THIIMHE CyMepeK, MOJI HEMPEPHIBHYIO THXYIO OOJITOBHIO OOJILHOM, MAJIO-TIOMAJTy TTPUBBIKIIIEH K HEMY
Y pacCKazaBIliei emMy BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb, OypPHYIO, HEJIETYIO KU3Hb aKTPHUCHL.

N ecnm 4to-nmmb0 BaxHOE 33/€PXKUBAIO €ro, JOKTOPY APHOJBAU YKE HEeJOCTaBajio 3TOro
THXOTO T0JI0Ca, MeYaTbHbIX IJ1a3 U TOH 32 JyMYMBO-KPOTKOM TPYCTH, KOTOpasi Besijla Ha €ro yCTayo
AyIy B KOMHaTe OOJbHOM B TUXHE JIETHUE CYMEPKHU.

Kak Bcerga, rpy3HO OnepIimch CKpeieHHBIMU PyKaMu Ha TOJICTYIO MAJIKY U MOJOXKHUB Ha HUX
TOJICTBIH, JKMPHBIN MOAOOPOIOK, JOKTOP CHJIEN MO OJHY CTOPOHY IIMPOKO PAaCKPBITOrO B CaJi OKHA.
[To npyryio, B Kpecie, 00moxkeHHas OeIbIMU MOAYIIKAMU, Chjea O0IbHAS U TUXO0, TOPOIUIUBO, TOUHO
CTIellIa BBICKA3aTh YTO-TO HEM3MEPUMO BaKHOE, TOBOPHJIA:

— Kakoii Beuep, nokrtop!.. Kak xopormo!.. MHe Obl XOTeI0Ch yMEepeTh IMEHHO B TAKOW Beuep.
1 6ombinie Bcero 600Ch, 9TO YMpY HOUBIO. .. CTparHo Oyzer, Toktop!.. Benp Tam, B Moruse. .. Oyaer
TEMHO. .. TEMHO. .. MHe ye CMEIIIHO Yero-HuOy/b KelaTh, He TPaB/ia JiM, a BCe-TaKM XOTEJIOCh Obl,
YTOOBI MIOCTIeHEE, UTO 51 Oy/Iy BUAETH, ObLJIO OBl BOT TaKOE THXOE Toracawiiee HeOo. .. Kak-1o nerde
OyleT: IeHb MOTUXOHbKY YMHpAeT, HeOO TeMHEET, Hy, U 51 yMpy... Sl yke NpuMHUpHIIach C 3TOM MbIC-
JIBIO, JIOKTOP... BBl He GoiTech, MIJIBIH, 1 He Oydy IUJIaKaTh, KaK B MPOIUILIA pa3. 3aueM IIaKaTh,
KOTJa 3THM BCe PaBHO HE MOMOXeIlb!.. MHe TOJIbKO CTpAIllHO: MHE BCE MPECTaBISACTCS, KaK MEHS
OTHECYT Ha KJIaIouIIIe 1 3apoioT... [ToToM Bce yiayT 1o JoMaM, a sl OCTaHYyCh OJIHa, COBCEM OJHA. ..
[Tpuzet HOUB, KpecThl OYIYT CTOSATH KPYIOM, MOXKET OBbITh, TOABIMETCS BETEP, @ BOKPYT OylIeT TEMHO.
CrpamHo, goktop! 51, KOHEeuHO, 3Hal0, YTO yXke HU4Yero He Oyly YyBCTBOBATh TOIZA, HO TEMEph MHE
crpairHo. JIoKTop, BB TAKOM MIJIBIH, TOOPHIN. .. OOelaite MHe, UTO KOTa BCe YUIYT, BBl OCTaHETECh
Ha KJIQJIOWIIe ¥ HEMHOTO MocuuTe co MHOM. .. O6emaere? Eciu s Oyy 3HaTh, UTO BHI 3TO cejIaeTe,
MHE HE TaK CTpaIHO OydeT.

— 4 mocmky, — cKazaj JIOKTOp IJTyXO.

— Hy, cnacu6o! 4 3Hat0, 1OKTOp, YTO BB HE TaK CKOPO 3a0ydeTe MeHsl, Kak Ipyrue. .. Mubiid
JOKTOp, OTYEro Bbl BCErAa TaKOW yrpioMblii? Bripouem, 3TO s IIIyNoOCTH CHpallMBalo: pa3Be MOKHO
OONTATh U CMESITHCS, KOTIa Uy Th HEe KaKbIH A€Hb IPOBOKAEIIb KOrO-HUOY/Ib B MOTHITY. A BbI OyzeTe
MeHsI BCTIOMHUHATb, IOKTOP? DTO TOXeE CMEIIIHO, UTO 51 TOBOPIO: BeJb BbI CTOJIBKO JIIOAEH, BEPHO, MTPO-
BOJWJIM Ha CBOEM BEKY B MOTHILY, UTO IJie K€ BaM ITOMHHTH Bcex !

— 41 Bcex MOMHIO! — Takke TIIyXO OTBETHUJI JIOKTOP, U JIMIIA €ro, TOJICTOro OOJIBIIOro JIUIA, He
OBbLJIO BUJIHO B CYMpaKe.

— a?.. BoT OTTOrO BHI TaKOW M NevYasibHbIN! 3HaeTe, JOKTOP, BbI JOOPHI, CTPAITHO JOOPHIA U
MSATKHUH YesioBeK. .. TOIBKO HecYacTHBIN. Bac MHOTHE CUMTAIOT TSKETBIM M HEMPUSATHBIM YEJIOBEKOM,
s M caMa CHavasia Bac Oosunack. Ho Tenepb MHe KaxeTcsl, UTo sl BUXKY BCEX JIIOJEN HACKBO3b... KaK-
TO MHaYe, 4yeM Mpexzae. BoT, ToBopsT, 4To ymMHparolyie HAUMHAIOT BUJIETh U MIOHUMATh TaKoe, YTo
HEJJOCTYITHO 3/I0pPOBBIM JIIOASIM... W BOT 51 BHKY Baie OoJblioe A00poe cepiie U 3Haio, 4TO BaM
OUEHb TSKEJIO KUTh. 3a4eM CTOJIbKO CTPaJaHUi Ha CBETe, TOKTOP?

— He 3Hat, — oTBETHII TOKTOp APHOJIBIN.

— He 3Hato, He 3Hatw... Hukto He 3HaeT! — THx0, Kak OynTo mpo cedsi, MOBTOpWIa OOIbHAS U
Ha MUHYTY 3aMOJIKJIA.
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B cymepkax nmiio ee Ka3ajaoch COBCeM OeNlbiM, M Ha HEM Yepecuyp OTYETIMBO YEpHENTU TeM-
HBle T1a3a. Bosbine ckopOHbIe 1J1a3a, C HeTIOHSITHBIM BHIPaKEHUEM CMOTPEBIIIME BBEPX, HA IMTUPOKOE
yrcToe Hebo, Toracasiiee Hag cagoM. OTOIeck 3apu OJIeTHO JIOKUIICS Ha ee BIaJIble IIEKU U TOHKHE,
elle KpacuBble pyKH, OECCHITBHO JICKABIIUE MMOBEPX TUIe/Ia, KOTOPHIM ObLTH YKYTAaHBI €€ HOTH.

— JIOKTOp, — 3aroBOpUJIa OHA MPEKHUM THXUM U TOPOILUIMBBIM IIIENIOTOM, — TETIephb S TyMaio
TOJILKO 00 OJHOM, O YeM HUKOIJa He jJymala, Moka Obula Mojofast M 37A0poBas... 3adeM s Oblla
Takas 3J1as1, IPUANPIMBast M KecTokass? Y MeHs Oblla Kakas-TO MaHWS MPeciieIOBaHusl, U CKOJIBKO
HAIPACHOTO TOpsi IPUYMHUIIA 5 TaXKe TeM JIIOJsM, KOTOPhIX cama Jiioomia. MHe Bce Ka3aaoch, 4To
BCE TOCTYMAIOT HECMPABEJIUBO, BCE MEHSI OCKOPOJISIOT, XOTAT MHOW IPOCTO BOCIIONB30BAThCS IS
CBOMX MHTEPECOB, a B CYIITHOCTU, MEHSI HUKTO He JIIOOUT. . . $l HUKOMY He BepuJia U 3a KaKIbIM CJIOBOM
MCKaJla KaKylo-TO TalHYI0 U HEMPEMEHHO TaJIKyI0 MbICTb. .. Boxke MO, CKOJBKO ObLIIO CCOp, HEMPH-
SITHOCTeH, oouJ. .. CTpalllHO BCIIOMHHTh, CKOJIBKO KPOBU OBUIO TIOMOPUYEHO, a u3-3a vero? Temepb
sl ICHO BUXY, Kakue Bce 3To Oblin mycTsku! Eciii MHe u Jrayiv, To 4TO X W3 TOTO... JIa W JITajiu
OoJIbIlIe TIOTOMY, UTO s He IMEPEHOCUIIA TIPaB/Ibl, €CJIM OHA OblJIa MHE HEeNpUATHA. .. VI moTtoM, MeHs
MPOCTO OOSTUCh MHOTHE, MOTOMY UTO 51 OblJTa CTPAITHO HecAepKaHHA U KOTJa pa303yioch, TOTOBA
ObLJIa YepT 3HAET Yero HaroBOPUTh. .. Myumia Bcex. KTo MeHs1 Oosbliie moOuI1, TOro st O0Jbile Beex
u myumia!.. Uto s takas Obl1a 32 0cOOCHHAsI, YTOOBI ISl MEHSI BCe Tiepe/ieNiaiuch?.. Beap ecim KTo-
HUOYIb TeOs JIIOOUT, HaJO OIaroJapyuTh 3a TO, a s CMOTpeJia Ha 9TO, KaK Ha KaKoe-TO CBOE MPaBo!..
A Bellb CKOJIBKO PaIOCTH MOTHOIO M3-32 ITOTO, CKOJIIBKO MYYEHUH repexuia s camal.. 3auem Bce
9TO, KOrJa MOXHO OBLJIO WTh TaK XOPOIIIO, JJACKOBO, JIIOOOBHO! 3HaeTe, KOrja Tenepb MHE YK Tak
MaJIO OCTAJIOCh JKUTh, KaK MHE OOJIbHO 32 KaXXAyl0 MUHYTY, IOTePSHHYIO Tak Tyrno! MHe KaxeTcs,
4TO ecnv OBl 51 MOIJIA Mepe/aTh, Kak OOJBbHO, CTBHIIHO, IOCAJHO OBIBAeT Mepe] CMEpPThIO 3a BCe TO,
YTO CJIeNaelilb TIIYToro W YPHOTO B XW3HK, MHOTO 3J1a ucuesfio Ovl!.. Ho 1 He Mory 3Toro nepeaars.
Tonbko uHOTA Tak ObIBaeT OOJILHO, UYTO TOTOBA rOJIOBY ceOe pa3OUTh O CTEHY... Aa He BOPOTHIIIb!..
VixacHee Bcero, 4to He BOPOTHUIIIH!

[ToBepHYB CBOIO OOJIBIIYIO TSKEYIO TOJIOBY K OKHY, JIOKTOP APHOJBAM CMOTpEN B caa. KTo-To
HECTIBIIITHO XOAMJI TaM TOJ] TUXUMU JIEPEBbsIMHU.

— Yr0 BB TaM cMOTpHTE, JOKTOp?.. DTO Henu. .. 3naere?

JTOKTOp MOT4a CMOTpEJ B OKHO U O YeM-TO JyMaJsl. BosbHast mpucitymanach K THXUM IIaraM B
cay M cKazaJla Tak THXO, TOUHO 00s1ach pa3oyauTh OOTBHOTO peOeHKa:

— Hecuacrthnas ona! TlonoxeHnue ee y:xxacHoe. Bbl 3HaeTe camu, Kak y HAaC CMOTPST Ha 3TU UCTO-
puu. Bripouem, s 1 cama Korjua-to Tak cMoTrpesia. TolbKo Termepb, KOrja Majio KUTh OCTaJIOCh, S
MHOT'0 Tiepe/iyMaJia, JOKTOp, ¥ MOHUMAI0, KaK HecYacTeH YeJIoBeK, KaK MaJjio Y Hero pajiocTH M Kak
JKECTOKO OCYXJaTh €ro 3a YTo ObI TO HU OBUIO!

OHa onATh 33yMaliach ¥ TAXOHBKO Mepedrpasia Kpai TOJICTOrO TUIe/ia TOHKMMU IMPO3PAYHBIMU
MaJIbI[AMHU, B KOTOPBIX OCTAJIOCh TaK MaJIO )KM3HH, YTO OHU Ka3aJIMCh BOCKOBBIMHU.

JloKTOp ApHOJBAM BCE MOJYAJ, U €ro rpy3Has (purypa YepHbIM MSTHOM pacIlibIBasach B
CyMpake Bevepa.

— bennas Hemnu! — onsath 3aroBopuiia 6ombHast. — Hy, Obiia MuHyTa yBieuenus. .. Komy ona
9TUM cleiana 37107.. MoXHO MoAyMarh, YTO JOASAM MPOCTO 3aBUIHO BUAETh CUYACThE U OHU XOTAT
BCEMU CUJIaMH JIOOUTHCS, YTOOBI BCE UCTIOPTUTH M UTOOBI CYACTIMBHIX He Obuto!.. Hy, cominack, Hy,
ponut peOeHKa... Hy, u cnaBa bory. Tak HeT ke... BrIrHaIM ee OTOBCIONY, U3 YYUTEBHUI] TPO-
manu. .. Yro x oHa Oymer nenarh, 4yem kuTh?.. Ha ymuity uaru?.. Dtoro, uro i, Haao Obio? Hy,
XOPOIIIO — 51 ee B3sJ1a, a eCJi Obl MeHs He cyumiock!.. HecuactHas neBouka. Lebiii IeHb BO3UTCS €
4eM-To, paboTaeT, 3a MHOM yXa:KHBaeT, a 10 BeuepaM XOJUT B Cay... XOAUT U MOTYUT, BCE MOJTUUT.
MNuoraa noet nipo cedst moTUXoHbKY. Tak rpycTHO ObIBaeT ciymiath ee. VIHOrma s riady u Jaymaio:
Hy, BOT YMpY f1, ympeT Hemnu, ymMpyT Bce, KTO ee Mpe3upas v MpecieioBal, OyIyT XUTh Apyrue
JIOITY, KOTOPBIE ake He OyAyT 3HATh O HAC... 3a4eM ke Takas KOPOTEHbKasl, MaJIeHbKas KU3Hb eIlle

28



M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

OTpaBJISIETCS IPSA3BIO U 3710CThI0? MHe Obl TaK XOTENIOCh €€ yTelNTh, MpUIacKarh... Ho oHa ropnas
CTpAIIIHO, Ja)Ke OT MEHSsI, YMUpAIOIIen, CTOPOHUTCs. Tskeno eid, JOKTop!

JloKTOp ApHONBAM U3/1aJ1 KAaKOW-TO KOPOTKUI CTPaHHBIN 3BYK, TOUHO Y HEro B ropse 4To-TO
MUCKHYJIO, U eIlle TsDKeslee OIMyCTHII OAOOPOIOK Ha PYyKH. bosbHast B3IIsSIHYJIA HA HETO CKOPOHBIMH,
OJNeCTAIMMU Jake B TEMHOTE I71a3aMH, HO HUYETO He YBH/EJIa U OMSTh 3arOBOPHJIA:

— I'pyctHo, nokTop, xkanko... JKajko ceds, xanko Hemu, kanko 3Toro Heba, Kalako yMUpaThb,
noktop! U eme Tskenee, TOKTOp, ymuparh onHoit. Korga st Obuta Ha crieHe, BOKpyr Obuia macca
JIONIeH, a Terephb Bce 3a0bUTH. S He kaiyloch, K yemy!.. 1 omsaTh-Taku — cama BUHOBATa: s BCeria
XOTesa, YToObl MeHsI JIIOOWIM TaKOW, KaK S €CTb... IyCThb 371asl, MyCTh Mojjasi, Kakas yrogHo! Hy,
Y JIOOWJIM TOJIBKO 32 TO XOpOIIIee, YTO Y MeHs ObUIO, — 32 KpacuBOe TeJio. A TeJlo BOT yMHUpPAET, U
y MEHSI He OCTaJIOCh HMYEro, YeM 51 Moria Obl MpuBJieub K cede... Ecim Obl BBl 3HAIM, KaK s 3JH-
J1ach, KOrJa MeHs MpoOOBaJIM TIePEAEIbIBATh, IIPOCKIIH, YTOOBI 51 He ObljIa TAKOU pa3IpaXuTeIbHOM,
TpeboBaTesbHON U 370namMATHOM. .. Hy, BoT u pacruiaral.. § naxe He yrpekaio ApOeHHHa, 4TO OH
MeHs1 Opocut, Kora s 3a0osena. OH 3M0pOBBIH, BECEIbIiA YeIOBEK, OO KU3Hb U )KeHITH. EMy
HY)XHa JIIOOOBHUIIA, & HE Mapa YMHUPAOIINX MeYaJbHbIX IJ1a3... YTO K, s Belb HEe CTapajach, YTOObI
OH TMOTIOOMIT MOIO yIITy, YTOOBI 9Ta Aymia Obula JocTtoiHa mooBu. Hy, 1 ympy, Kak cobaka. .. [TycTs.
Korga-uuOynp Oyaer v OH yMHUpaTh, TOXe, BEPHO, 3a0bITHII BCEMH. .. TOTJa OH BCIIOMHUT 000 MHE U
noxaseert... M emy OyzeT Tak ke TsKeJo, U OH TOXe TIOMMET, YTO BCs €ro XKU3Hb OblIa OIUOKOM!..
Hy, 4rto , HM4ero He MoNpaBHib Tereph... OnHa Tak ogHa!.. BoT mpuexana Ha poayHy yMHUparTh.
Hukoro y MeHs TYT HET, a TakK, MPOCTO 3aXOTeJIOCh yMepeTh Ha cTapoM Mecte. Bce MHe 31ech Tak
3HaKOMO, Kak OyaTo 5 yke u He opHa. CiauiKkom ObUIO Obl TSIKENO rae-HUOyIb B CAHATOPUM WJIH
TOCTHHHUIIE. .. A s Beflb, IOKTOP, 3[IeCh B THMHA3UM yumiack! BobHAs THXOHBKO 3aCMesIach.

— Kak crpaHHO, 4TO Ye/loBEeK HMKOTAA HE yrajaeT CBOeH KU3HU: TyMaJia Jiu s, KOTJa XOAuIa
31eCh IEBOYKOM, TMHMHA3UCTKOM, C KHMKKaMH U B YePHOM (papTyuke, uTo Oymy JIeKaTh y STOTO CaMoro
OKHa, TJIe yYnIa YPOKH, TAKOH OOJIBITION, JUIMHHOM, YaXOTOYHOM ObIBINEH akTpricoi!.. . .. A Bripo-
4yeM, s He YMelo 3Toro BbIcKasath. Byner! f Bce Gonraio, Bce O0onTalo, a Bbl, JOKTOP, JOIKHO OBITh,
yCTaJlv, 1a W TSKEJIO BaM CIIYIHIaTh MO OONTOBHIO. MiuTe, MUIIBIH, 51, MOKET ObITh, CKOPO 3aCHY.
Nnure.

JIOKTOp APHOJIBIY TSKEJIO BCTA.

— 3axozuTe e KO MHe. § 3Hai0, 4TO Bbl MeHsI OOJIbIIIe He JieuuTe. .. [1ie yX TyT, a Tak 3aXouTe,
MUJIBIA JOKTOP. ..

JIoKTOp APHOJBIN OrPOMHBIMH MTYXJIBIMU MAJIBIIAMH B3sUT MPOTSIHYTYIO €My JIETKYIO C1a0yIo
PYKY ¥ BAPYT, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCh BCEM CBOMM HEMIOBOPOT/IMBBIM, TPY3HBIM TEJIOM, TIOIEIOBaJ OJIe/IHbIE,
YMUPAIOIINE MaTbUYUKH.

BonbHast He yIMBUIIaCh, TOJBKO 3aCMesIach JJACKOBO U TIEYaJIbHO.

— 3a yro?.. Hy, uaure, mwisiid. .. bor ¢ Bamu!

JlokTOp ApPHOJNBIN THUXO MOOpPEN M3 KOMHATHI, 2 OHAa OCTajlach Y OKHA, ¥ Bce OnejHee Tasio
ee JIMIIO B OeJIbIX MOAYIIKAX, MPU CIa0bIX OTCBETaxX MoTyxaomie 3apu. To4Ho ctupasics u OneaHesn
KaKOW-TO HEKHBIN JIPArolieHHbIA PUCYHOK.

Ha nBope Ob1110 ropasio cBetiiee, M Kak BCera, KOraa U3 TEMHOW KOMHATHI BRIXO/MIIIL Ha JIBOP,
JOKTOP YAMBUIICS, UTO ellle Tak cBeT1o. HeGo BBepXy TONBKO CTaJIO ITyOsKe, U TIepBbie 3BE3/Ibl 3aCBe-
THJIMCh POOKUM, ITPO3PAYHBIM OJIECKOM, KaK 30JI0ThIe JILAUHKU. VI3 cajia, MpsHO M CHIPO, TUTBLIO JIbIXa-
HHE KaKMX-TO MEeYaJIbHBIX, TOYHO OOJIBHBIX IIBETOB, & MO AEPEBbSMU CTOJIUIMCH TIEPBbIE MOTYAITH-
BbIE KYTKUE TEHU.

YV caMoil KaJTUTKU TOKTOP APHOJIBAU CTOJIKHYJICS C MOJIOJOM sKeHIMHOM. OHa MyTJIMBO MOCTO-
POHMJIACH, ¥ JOKTOP, MPOXO/Isi MUMO, YCIIET paCCMOTPETh TOJIBKO TEMHBIE IJ1a3a, KECTKO CIBUHYTHIC
OpOBU U OJIECTSIINI, HEe TO UCITyTaHHBIH, He TO TPO3HbIH B3IAA. OHA HEMOABMKHO CTOSIIA IO iepe-
BbSIMH, B TEHH, [TOKA JIOKTOP MPOIIES, ¥ MPOBOAMIIA €r0 CTPAHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, MPUXKaB K TPyIH, K
TEMHOMY TLIaThiO OJIeIHbIE TOHKUE PYKH.
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«3T10, BEpHO, U ecTb Hesuu. . .» — nogyman JOKTop.

B kanuTKe OH HEBOJILHO OTJISHYJICS.

OHa Bce ellie CTosiIa Ha TOM JKe MeCTe U, Ka3aJloCh, jKJasia, KOrjia, HAKOHEIl, OH YHJIET.

JIoKTOp APHOJIBIM MOCKOpPEE 3aKPhLT KAIUTKY.

Beuep npuHapsiui ropooK BECEIBIMU KUBBIMU OTHAMU. JlaJieKo, B TOPOJICKOM Caj1y, Kak Kak-
OBl Beuep, Urpaja My3blka, U B Ty CTOPOHY TO U JIeJIO TPOXoAnIn Oesible B CyMpake OapblIlIHU B
CBET/IBIX IUIATHSIX M MOJIOJbIC JIIO/IM C OTOHBKAMHU MAMUPOC ¥ Pa3BsA3HBIMU, TPOMKUMHM rojiocamu. B
KOHIIE Y/IUIIbI ObUT BUJEH OrPOMHBIN, U3HYTPH OCBEIICHHBII TOJIOT OPOsYEero MUpPKa W TUPIISTHIbI
Pa3HOLIBETHBIX (DOHAPUKOB Yy ero Bxona. Besae kazanock Beceno 1 6e33a00THO.
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VIII

JloMa TOKTOp ApPHOJBIM 3aXer CBeuy, CHsUI MUKAK U YCTAJIO CeJl K CTONY, Ha KOTOPOM YXKe
KMIIEJI MAJIEHbKMI CAMOBAapPUYMK M OIMHOKUI CTaKaH /a1 CBOETO CTApOro rocrojivHa.

B xoMHare ObUIO ITYCTO M HEYIOTHO, KaK B HOMEpE TJIOXOM TOCTUHHMIIBI. B royibIX CTeHaX CThLT
3aTXJIBIA 3aMax CTaporo xoJjocTska. KpoBark Oblia CAMIIKOM y3Ka JJIsl TAKOTO OOJIBIIOrO TOJICTOTO
yesioBeka. Ha MojloKOHHUKE MOKJIM OT CHIPOCTH MAIMPOCHBIE OKYPKH, a MbLTb MSTKUM CIOEM OKY-
ThIBaJIa STAXKEPKY C TOJICTBIMH 3€JICHBIMA KHUTAMH. B OTKPBITOE OKHO BJIETAJIM M BbUIETAIM HOYHBIE
6a60uky. OHM CTPEMUTENTHHO KPYKMIJIKCh Y OTHSI CBEUH U TIOJI3AJIY 10 CKaTepTH, OECCHIIBHO Tperneria
TOHKUMH KPbUTbIIIKaMU. VX HermoMepHo OOJbIIINe TeHU, CIOBHO HETOIBIPH, OECIITYMHO MEJIbKAJIH 10
CTEHaM, a 3a CITIUHOM JIOKTOpa, MEePErHyBIIINCh Ha TIOTOJIOK, CTOsIJIA €r0 COOCTBEHHASI OTPOMHAsI TEHb.
U 6b110 oxoke, OYATO KTO-TO YSPHBIN U OJM3KUN HAKJIOHWIICS HAJl HUM B O€3MOJIBHOM OJKHUJIAHWIH.

W3 oKkHa 4yTh TUIBLT HOYHOM XOJIOAOK. BBITAHYTOE TUIaMsi CBeUM Kosiebanoch, M B €€ KeJITOM
BOCKOBOM CBETE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO yCTaJIoe, 0OPIO3IIIOe JIUIIO TOKTOPA AENAeT CTPaHHbIE TPUMACHL.

W3znaneka poneranu 3ByKM My3bIKH. W XOTs1, TOJKHO OBITh, TAM UTPAX YTO-HUOY/Ib TAKOE Ke
00IiKOe 1 TIOILIOEe, KaK OJIeCK pa3HOIBETHBIX (DOHAPUKOB M 3aKPYUEHHBIE YCUKH MOJKOBBIX MTUCApPEH,
TYJISIOMUX C MOAAMCTKAMM, 371€Ch, B KOMHATE CTapoOro JOKTOpa, Ka3ajaoCh, YTO My3bIKa BO3BBIILICHHA,
nievasibHa M Kpacusa. M3peaka rpomue JoJietan OqMHOKHMIA MEAHBIHN To10C TPYOBI, 3a0Mpajt BCe BhIIIE
¥ BBIIIE ¥ 3aMUPAJI IIe-TO MO 3Be3JHBIM HEOOM TOCKJIMBOM 30BYILEH HOTOM.

JloKkTOp MOJIYa CIIyIad 9TU 3BYKHU, CTAKaH 3a CTAKAHOM IMWJI KPETKUI Yail CO CJaJKUM BUII-
HEBBIM BapEHbEM M YCTAJIO CMOTpPEJ TO Ha OTOHb CBEYHM, TO HA CBOU TOJICTHIC IMyXJIble PYKH, TO Ha
HOYHBIX 6200UEK, KPyXKaIIMXCsl B HEUCTOBOM TaHIIE.

WX 6b110 MHOTO, ¥ BCE HOBBIE Y HOBBIE NMPUJIETAIM U3 TbMBI, CTPEMSCh K OCJIEUTEIbHOMY,
’KECTOKOMY CBETY. 3eJieHble, Oelible, KeIThIEe 1 MeCTpble, MaJICHbKHUE, KaK JIETIECTKH KPOIIEUHBIX IBe-
TOB, ¥ TOJICTbIE, MOXHATBIE, OHU TO CHJIEJIM HA CKAaTePTH HETIOJBIKHO, KaK Obl B HATIPSIKEHHOM CO3€ep-
[[AaHUH, TO MOPBIBUCTO B3JIETAIN U CTPACTHO KPYKUJIMCh B HECTEPIMMOM OJIECKE CTPAIIHOTO OTHS,
TO YHOPHO OIUCBHIBAJIM TIO CTOJIy CTpaHHbIE, OOJE€3HEHHBIE KPYTrd, C 0E3yMHOU OBICTPOTOM KOJOTS
KPBUIBIIIIKaMH, KOTOpbIE YK€ He MO JieTaTh. VIX HanpshkeHHOe HeYCTaHHOE ABUKEHHE CO3/1aBaIIO
CTPaHHYIO, TAMHCTBEHHYIO CYETY, MOJHYI0 HECHIBIIIHOTO CTpaJaHusl M OECIIyMHBIX ITOPHIBOB. A Ha
CTeapvHe CBEYH, CJIeTKa OIUIBIBILIEH OT JbIXaHUsI PACKPHITOrO OKHA, M3YPOJOBAHHbBIC U 3aIUIBIBIIHUE,
MPWIKIUIM UX KpoIlleuyHble TPynmuku. HU ogHOro 3ByKa He OBUIO CJIBIIIHO B 3TOH UCCTYIUIEHHOM
60pbOe 32 KU3Hb C HETIOHSATHBIM BJIEKYIIIMM U CKUTAIOIIM OTHEM.

W, MoxeT ObITh, MX IMTPOCTO HE CITYIIAN 3QKETTIHIA CBeYy TOKTOP APHOJIbAN, KAMEHHOE JIUILIO
KOTOPOTO MOJIYa CMOTPEJIO Ha HUX CBEPXY.

KT0-TO GBICTpO B30€KaJI HAa KPBUIBIIO U C IIyMOM PacHaxHyI ABepb. BCrbixHyna 1 3amMeTanach
CBeYa, ¥ TPEBOXKHO IIATHYJIACh TUTAHTCKAsl TEHb HA CTEHE.

JlokTOp ApPHOJBM, JOKHO OBITh, XOPOIIO 3HAJ, KTO 3TO, [IOTOMY 4TO HE TPOHYJICS C MeCTa U
TOJIBKO Yepe3 MPOTSHYTYIO 32 BAPEHbEM PYKY HETOPOIUIMBO MOCMOTPEN Ha BEPb.

— 3ApaBCTBYITE, JOKTOP! — TPOMKO U BECEJIO CKa3aj FOCTb, ¥ FOJIOC €r0, TOUHO 1Bl aKKOPT
3BYKOB MOJIOJIOCTH, CHJIBI M PAJJOCTH, PACKATUJICS B TUIIMHE YHBUIOW KOMHATHI.

— Yaio xotute? — BMECTO ITPUBETCTBUS CIIPOCKI JOKTOP APHOJIBIN.

— Emie Ob1! — Tax jxe TPOMKO M BECEJIO OTBETUJI TOCTh, OPOCKII Ha KPOBaTh OEJTyIo IUISITY U Cell
Ha CTyn npoTuB AoKTopa. Ces, OTKUHYJCS Ha CIIMHKY, 3aCMEsJICS M MOJTYa yCTaBUJICS Ha JIOKTOpa
TaKUM OJIECTSIIIIM 1 BO30YKICHHBIM B3IJISIIOM, TOUYHO BHIEJI €T0 B TIEPBbII pa3 ¥ ObUI MOPakeH 3TUM
MHTEPECHBIM Kypbe30M. UTO-TO HEeyIep)KUMO UI'PAJIO ¥ CBEPKAJIO B OOJIBIIMX TEMHBIX I71a3ax €ro.

JIoKTOp APHOJBIU C MPUBBIYHOCTHIO CTAPOTO XOJIOCTSIKA TOCTAN HOBBIM CTaKaH, OCHOBATEILHO
Y ME/IJIUTESIbHO BBIMBUT M, HAJIUB KPETKOTO, KaK MUBO, Yal0, TOJBUHYII TOCTIO.

— Bepurte BapeHbe. .. BUIITHEBOE. .. — ITPOTIBIXTEN OH.
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— BumneBoe? O, HerpeMeHHO! — OTBETUJI TOCTh ¢ KOMUYECKUM MahOCOM.

JlokTOp ApHOMBAM YTPIOMO IMOKOCUIICS HA TEMHBIE OJECTSIIME TJ1a3a, Ha Oebli 100, Ha MATKUe
BBIOIIIMECS] BOJIOCH, HA BCE 9TO MYKECTBEHHOE M MIJIOE JIUIIO U BIAPYT CTHIIIMBO M JIACKOBO YJIbIO-
HYJICSI.

— Yero BBl pagyerech, TOKTOp? — ceituac ke MOIXBATHII MOJIOJOM 3a10PHbII rOJIOC.

JIOKTOp OMSITh MOCMOTPEN ¥ ME/IJIEHHO MPOTMbIXTEN:

— Ilejite vai, Muxainios.

OH xO0TeJ1 cKa3aTh COBCEM HE TO: KaK XOPOIIIO OBbITh TAKUM KPACHBBIM, MOJIOZIBIM 1 0€33200THBIM
Y KaK MHE, CTapOMy YIPIOMOMY YeJIOBEKY, 3aBU/IHO M MPUATHO CMOTpPETh Ha Bac!

Ho on He ckazai 3toro. Bsuiblid, yHBUIBIA SI3bIK HE TTOBEPHYJICSI.

Muxaiiio 3acmesiics.

— AX, nokrtop, goktop!.. M1 He cThIIHO Bam OBITH TakuM chiuom?.. Ha aBope Bedep, 3BE3/bl,
JKEHIIIMHBI CMEIOTCS1,  OH CUJIUT ceOe OIVH, Yail C BAPEHBEM TIBET. . .

— TloxuBuTe C MO, — BOPWIMBO BO3PA3WJI JAOKTOp APHOJBAU, — & TOT/A MPUXOJUTE HA TO
MECTO U TIOTOJIKYEM.

MuxaiiiioB MoCMOTpeST Ha JOKTOPA MBITJIMBBIM 33 yMUYUBBIM B3IJISIIOM, U TIPEKPACHOE JIMILIO €r0
BApYT notemMHeno. HesicHasi TpeBora TeHbIO MPOIIUIA 10 OJECTSIIMM I71a3aM, U YyTh-4yTb JAPOTHYJIH,
Kak Obl B TEMHOM IIPeIYyBCTBUH, KpacKBble ryObl. Ho OH ceifuac jxe TpsSXHYJI FOJIOBOM, 3aCMeslICs, 1
JIAIIO €TO OISATH 3aCBEPKAJIO MOJIOOCTBIO U JKM3HBIO, TOYHO BECEHHUH BETEP CAYJI CIIyYalHYIO TYUKY.

JlokTop ApHONIBAM MOTYA HAOMIONAT STy MTHOBEHHYIO U PE3KYI0 CMEHY BBIPaXEHUM, B OBICT-
pOTe M SIPKOCTH KOTOPOM ObllIa Kakas-TO HETOHSITHAS, BJIEKYIIasi MPeJiecTb, U MOayMall, 4yToO He B
9TOM JI CIOCOOHOCTH MIHOBEHHO U SIPKO OTPaXkaTh Camble TOHKWE W ITyOOKHE JBMKEHHS AYIIH 1
KPOETCsI CEKPET TOTO CTPAITHOTo 00asHUSI, KOTOPHIM TMOJIB30BAJICS 3TOT YEIOBEK HaJl KeHIMHaMu. U
BCTIIOMHIJI TIPH 9TOM JIOKTOP TevasibHylo Hemmm: Kak oHa cTosijia B TEHU JepEeBbEeB, KPETKO MPUKaB K
IpyaM TOHKHE OJNIe[IHbIE PYKH, TOUYHO CTapasiCh yaep:KaTh B HEW KaKyl0-TO AParoleHHOCTh. BcnoMHMT
€e He TO UCIYTaHHbII, HE TO TPO3HBIN B3IVISA,.

— O yewm BbI 3a1ymMach? YTo Bbl CErofHs enaiu, JOKTop? — cupocui MuUXaiioB 1 HEOKH-
JaHHO IPOMKO 3arelt: — ... Yto aeHb, HeceM B MOTMIly MepTeenal..

W npesxzie uem TOKTOp yCIesn OTBETUTb, 3aTOBOPHIT OBICTPBIM M KaK OYATO HE COBCEM yBEpEH-
HBIM TOHOM:

— Bor BbI Bce ynpekaeTe MeHsl... A Bam Obl, Ka3aJI0Ch, U TTOHSATb. .. YTO KaK HH XKUBH, & KOHEI]
omnuH!.. Hazan ne npuaemis. Hy, 1 kuBM Tak, 4TOOBl BCSI KPOBb KHIIENA, YTOOBI HU OIHA MUHYTa
JapoM He Mporaa, YToObl TOTOM He TOKaJIeTh: BOT, MOJI, MOT B3SITh OT )KU3HH M HE B3SUL. D, IOKTOP.

— A pasBe KU3Hb TOJIBKO B 3TOM?

— B uem?

— Hy, B XeHImuMHax. .. — oImycKas rjia3a, HOsICHUII IOKTOp APHOJIbAN.

— [Ipu yem TyT )kU3HB! — 3acMmesicss MuxainoB. — JKu3Hb 310 (hakT, ¥ IPUTOM JI0BOJIBHO-TAKU
CKBEpHBII (baKT... A 51 TOBOPIO O PAIOCTSX KU3HU, TeX PaloCTsAX, O3 KOTOPBIX BPsill JiK OBl KTO U
TEpIeTh CTaJI 3TY INTYKY. A BBl 3HaeTe, JOKTOP, CKOJIBKO PaJlOCT MOKET JaTh KEHIIMHA?

— Hy! — HeonpeneneHHO MpoMbIYall TOJICTBIN TOKTOP.

— He ny, a ga!.. Bel 3TOr0 mMpocro He 3HaeTe W He TIOHUMaeTe, JIOKTOP, a TO Bbl He ObLITH Obl
TaKMM 3aMKHYTBIM, YTPIOMBIM 4esIoBeKOM. .. Jla Bbl uTo ntymaere?.. He B caMOM IOJIOBOM aKTe TYT
HaclaxaeHne. ITO TOIBKO eCTECTBEHHBIN KOHell, 0e3 KOTOPOro ObUIO Obl 4yBCTBO HE3AaKOHYEHHOCTH,
HEYIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTH. DTO TaK, KOHEYHAsI CTETeHb OJIM30CTH, U BCE. .. A TJIaBHAsI [TPEJIECTh HE B TOM.

— A B yemM? — YHBUIO CIIPOCUJI IOKTOP APHOJIBN.

— Hy, kax st BaM, MEpPTBOMY YeJIOBEKY, 3TO OOBSICHIO. .. BOT BB BCTpeuaeTe MOJIOYIO KPACHBYIO
keHIMHy... CHavana oHa Uil Bac Takasl XOJIOIHAsI, COBEPILEHHO YyXkasi, XOJIoqHas... Bbl Moxere
e1o JIIoOOBaThCsl, HO KOCHYThCS He cMeeTe. Bee B Hell 17151 Bac elne 3arajika — ee repyaTku, ee rojoc,
[[BETHI HA ee MUIANe, IeJIeCT ee IUIaThs, IJla3a, B KOTOPbIX NpsSYeTcs Teruias ryOuHa, HO KOTOpbIe
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CMOTPSAT Ha Bac, Kak CKBO3b JIEASHYIO CTeHY... Ee Kpacora He 11 Bac, Bbl [UIs1 HE€ — HUYTO, a C
APYrUM OHA HE Takas... TeJas, oJHasl JJACKU, CTpacTHas. .. I BOT, MOBUHYACh KAKOI-TO CTPaHHOW
BJIACTU BAlIETO KeJIaHWs, 3TO TAMHCTBEHHOE, TOP/I0€ U XOJIOAHOE CYLIECTBO HAUMHAET TereTs. .. C
KaXJbIM MHTOM OHA CTAaHOBUTCsI ONMIKe, MOHSITHEe, MUee. B HeylIoBUMO TOHKOI UTpe, TJie BBl Harla-
JaeTe, a OHa OTYASIHHO 3alMIIAETCs, TO MPHOIMIKAsCh, TO YAASASACh, OHA YBJIEKAET Bac, HATIOMHSIET
BCIO Ballly KU3Hb OTHUM CMBICJIOM, OIHOM 11eJiblo. C KaXIbIM JTHEM OHA PACKpbIBAETCS Mepe]] BaMH,
KaK I[BETOK, JIETIECTOK 32 JIETIECTKOM, PAaCKPBIBAETCSI HABCTPEUY COJHILY, BO BCEW CBOEW OECCTHITHOM
npesnecty... Y BOpyr, B KAKOK-TO MUT, KOTOPOT'O HUKOI/Ia Bbl HE TIOMMETE U HE BCIIOMHUTE, OHA BCS
3aropaercs, UICYe3aeT ee CThl[, NaJaeT ropaoe, LIeJIOMYIPEHHOE I1J1aThe, U BO BCEM KPAcoTe OCTAeTCs
repesi BaMHu OJJHO ropsiiliee, ropsiiee OT CYacThsl U MyKH Haroe Teio. .. JJOKTop, Bbl 3HaeTe MpesecTb
Y KpacoTy ;KeHCKOro Tesna?.. Ml oHo ciimBaeTcsi ¢ BaliM B TAKOM O€3yMHOM, OSIIeHOM HACIaX ICHUH,
YTO BECh MUP OTCTYMAaeT KyAa-To. .. Bac TOJILKO JIBOE, BbI [IJIs1 HEe, OHa /115 Bac... Benp Ha 31Ol Urpe
OCHOBaHa BeYHasl, IpeKpacHas ckaska o ['aymaree!.. A kakas, IOKTOp, ITyOMHA YyBCTB U MepeKUBaA-
Huil!.. Bbl TO 1a4eTe oT peBHOCTH, TO IOETE OT PAJJOCTU, TO TOTOBHI €€ 3aMYUYHTh HA ME/IJIEHHOM OTHE,
TO HOTH ey 1iesioBath!.. [TycTh 3TO M cymaciecTBue, HO cymaciiectBre Bocropra!.. Kakas kpacora —
KaxJas MoJiofiasi KpacuBasi xkeHiHa. Korga oHa Bac JioOUT, Bce OKpAIIMBAETCS B TOHA €€ JTI0OBH.
Becb Mup kaxkercst Bam JpyriM. TONBKO TOrAa Bbl UCTUHHO 5KUBETE, TOJIBKO TOT/IA BB B CAMOM JIENE
BUJNTE, KaK COJTHLIE CBETUT, KaK JIyHa KpacuBa U TAMHCTBEHHA, KAK XOPOILY JIETHUE TEIJIble HOUU. . .
BrI 3Haere, korna si ObUT BIIOOJIEH B MEPBBI pa3, Oblia BecHa... TOMBKO YTO Hayalsl TasATh CHET...
U Bort, Bor 3Haer yixe, rae Ta JeBYyIIKa, a HA BCIO KU3Hb OCTAJIOCh OJHO BIeYaTJIeHUE: ObIBAJIO, 5
IIPOBOXKAJI €€ JIOMOI HOYBIO... U CBETJIO, U TEMHO, IJIe-TO 3BEHAT PyuYbH, IAXHET TaJblM CHETOM U
BECEHHUM YIIPYTUM BETPOM. .. CKOJIBKO JIET MPOIILIO, a KOI/Ia HOYBIO 51 YCTIBIIIY 3aIlax TaJoro CHera,
y MEHs ceplle CKUMAeTCsl OT HEBBIHOCUMO CJIaJJKOW TPOraTrelbHOM I'PYCTH. .. XO4eTcsl YBUAETb €€,
MPUJIACKATh, MOJIYA UJITH C HEIO 10 TEMHBIM yJIUIaM. .. M riakath XoueTcsi, U MOJIUThCS, U Onaroa-
PUTh KU3HB 32 TO MUHYBIIEE, aJIeKOe cYacThe!

MuxaiiioB MMPOKO PaCKPBUI I71a3a, TOUHO BUIIS Mepel COO0M YTO-TO HEBUAMMOE AOKTOPY,
MOJT4a 3arIs/IeNcsl Ha IJ1aMsl CBEYH.

— Tak-To OHO Tak, cKa3an JIOKTOp ApHOJbAW. — TOMBKO OOJBHO 3a 3TU PAJOCTH TLIATUTHCS
TIPUXOIUTCH. . .

— Hy, ckazan MuxaiiyioB, — B )KM3HHU 32 BCE MPUXOIUTCS IUIATHUTS. .. Bb1O OBI XOTH 32 UTO!

JIoKTOp MoMoTyast v OrsATh BCHOMHMI Oneanyto Hemm.

— A BBI 3Ha€Te, KOTo 51 CEroHs BU/EN? — HEPELIUTEIbHO IPOroBopui1 oH. — Koro? — cripocui
MuixaiinioB OBICTPO, U TIO JIMITY €ro MEeJIbKHYJIO COCPEOTOYEHHOE, YITPSMOE BhIPAKEHHE.

— Oty Baily, Kak ee... Hemmm. .. — He s, cka3au JOKTOp APHOJIBIM U B 3aMeElIaTe/IbCTBE
MOTSIHYJICS 32 BAPEHBEM.

MuxaiiioB MoTya CMOTpeJT Ha HEero, TOUHO XOTeJ IIPOHUKHYTh B CaMylo TIIyOUHY €ro TyIIu.

— JleBymika-To BeJb oruonal.. — TMX0 JOKOHYMII JOKTOP.

MuxaiiioB OTBETHII He Cpasy, Kak OyaTo OOpsCh C YeM-TO.

— A, noktop! — mouT co 370cThio ckazan oH. Hy, u moru6na!l.. Yto 3Hauut, norudna?.. Mel
OBbLTM CUACTIIUBHI, HY, U cllaBa bory! Uro x, ydre Obu10 ObI, ecyii Obl OHa 3acoXJIa CTApOi JIEBOW,
0e3 paJoCTy ¥ BOCIIOMUHAHMM, UJIM BBIIILIA 3aMYyK 3. .. KAKOro-HUOyap ynHOBHUKA?.. [Togymaerb,
KAaKyIo IparoleHHOCTb roTtepsial..

JokTop ApHonbau Momdan. EMy B caMoM Jiesie ToKa3asioch, UTo JIydllle Y& ObLIO TTpUHAjIjIe-
kaTb MUXaiJIOBY, KpaCHBOMY, JIIOOMMOMY, CTPAaCTHOMY, MHTEPECHOMY YeJIOBEKY, YeM KOMY-JIM00
Apyromy.

— Jla ¥ KTO B 9TOM BMHOBAT? — OIATh 3aroBOprJI MUXaiiJIOB CO CTPaHHBIM OKECTOYEHUEM. — 1
ee He 0OMaHBIBaJI, BEYHOM J1I0OBU He oderail... OHa 3Hayia, Ha 4YTO IUIA. ..

— VBJeKJIach. .. 3aMETUJT JOKTOP OCTOPOKHO.
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W s yBnekcs! — GerieHo KpuKHYT MHXaiioB. — DTO jKepTBa He MOsI, a BCErO YKJIaa KU3HH!..
Bynp apyrast KusHb, HIYEro, KpoMe pajioCTH, B 3TOM M He ObUIo ObI... ITycTh oy ycTposT cede
WHBIE TIOPSI/IKY, €CJTU XOTAT ObITh CYACTIMBBIMU, 2 He TPeOyIOT y MeHs1 cHUCXoxaeHus1! He xxaath xe
MHE, TIOKa 51 caM ympy?.. I He MOHUMAI0 U He XO4y MPU3HATH 3TOI0!..

— Bl k ee OpocuId. .. ellie TUIle 3aMEeTUT JOKTOP APHOJIB/IH.

— 41 ee He Opocai... MHue xouercst kuTh. C KaKOW CTaTH S IPUHECY CBOIO JKU3HH KOMY OBl TO
HU ObUTO B kepTBY?.. JKEHIIIMH MHOTO, BCe OHU KPACHBBI, MHE XOPOIIIO C HUMHU, a 51 Oydy My4uTb,
KOBEPKATh, IPUTBOPSATHLCS, KOTO-TO 0OMaHbIBaTh!.. Eii Hy)kHa ObljIa Kakasi-TO BeYHasI JIIOOOBb, Y MEHS
ee HeT... Hy, M pa3olUINCh. .. Bbl 3HaeTe, JOKTOp, s IaXe U Ternepb JI0OMo ee, U MHe OOJIbHO, YTO OHA
HecyacTHa... 1 HuKorjga He 3a0bIBal0 KEHIIWH, C KOTOPHIMY KWJI, U HA BCIO XW3Hb COXPAHSIO K HUM
HEKHOCTh, HO MHE He TI0 CHJIaM, /1a U He BUKY 51 CMBICJIa YOUTB CBOIO yIITy, YTOOBI OIHA U3 HUX ObLIa
cuacmivBa. .. Jla v Kakoe cyacThbe B 9ToM?.. 3ybamu Aepkarh yesoBeka Ha npuBsa3u! CtpanHoe feno!
Bcio xu3HB 10U cTapaloTcs CBA3aTh ce0sl MONapHO, HUYEro, KpoMe ralocTH, U3 3TOro He BBIXO/UT,
HU OTHOTO CYACTIIMBOTO Opaka, HA OJHOW BEYHOM JIIOOBH €Il He MOTyYMIIOCh, a HEPEMEHHO HAJI0
M BCEX 3aCTaBUTh TaK XUTh!.. YTO MBI, XOTUM, YTOOBI KaK-HUOYAb, IPOCTU [ OCIONM, HEHAPOKOM,
CUYaCThsl HE MOTYYMIIOCH T/Ie-HUOY/Ib, UTO JH?

— PeBHOCTB BeJib TYT UTpaeT OOJBIIYIO POJb. . .

— PeBHOCTB? — 3agymMunBoO niepecripocut MuxaiiioB. — Jla, koHeuHo. .. Ho Tonbko 1 pabcTBO
Urpasio OOJBIIYIO POJIb B YeJIOBEUECKOM TICUXOJIOTHY, JIa Beb MoOeaun xe!.. A 9To Xyxe padcTra!
ITO CHCTEMATHUECKH KAJICUWIIO U OyIeT KaJeuuTh YeJIOBEUECTBO... A TeX, KTO UJIET POTUB ITOTO
pabcTBa, caMoro CKBEpHOro U3 padCTB, MOTOMY UYTO 3TO OJIHOBPEMEHHO paOCTBO U AYIH, U Teja, 1
YyBCTBa, M BCETO, YTO €CTh B YEJIOBEKE... TEeX CUMTAIOT UyTh He 3710fesMHU. .. [la uTo 00 3TOM roBo-
puth!.. I X04y XUTh TaK, KaK KUBY, ¥ Oyy!

JIOKTOp MOHYPHJI TOJIOBY M TIO3BEHEN JIOKEUKON B crakane. OH HUYEro He MO BO3pa3HTh,
MOTOMY YTO BCE BO3pakeHHs ObLIM MeJKM M monuisl. Kakas-to cMyTHast npasia Obuia B 3TOM, U C
HEI0 CIOPUTD ObLIIO Henb3s1. Tonbko OecKoHeuHas 1eNb CTpaJaHuil MPeCTaBIsIach €My, U CTPAHHO
ObLJIO MMOYMaTh, YTO TAKOE CBETJIOE, SIPKOE, )KUBOE YyBCTBO, TAKOE 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEE, BEYHOE HAC/A-
KJEHUE BelyT TOJbKO K CTPaJaHUsIM.

MuxaiiioB MoT4alt, ¥ o €ro KpacuBOMY JIMILY XOMJIM MpauHble O)KeCTOUCHHBIE TEHHU.

JlOKTOp ApHOJIBAM YKPAAKOM B3IVISIHYJ HA HETO.

— Hy, xoporo, — cka3ain oH, — IyCTh 3TO BCe Tak, HO BeIb PaloCTh Beerjaa OyleT OTpaBlieHa
YY)KUMU CTPATAHUSMU. . .

— A BBl Iymaerte, sl He 3Hal0 3TOro? — CTPAHHO CIIPOCcKU MUXaoB, U siBHas cyaopora 0oiu
WCKPUBHJIA €r0 TyOBI.

— Ja... — mpobopmMoTasl JOKTOP APHONBANA. — MOXHO Be/ib KU3Hb HATIOJIHUTH YeM-HUOY/Ib
JOPYTHM. . .

— Yem?

Mauto 1 nesITebHOCTH. .. BOT y Bac UCKYCCTBO. .. MUXaMJIOB KPUBO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Xu3sHb, 1OKHO OBITh, TAK YCTPOEHA, IOKTOP, UTO BCE, UYTO HHU JieJIall, — OTHO CTpajiaHue!

JIUIo ero MrHOBEHHO M Pe3KO W3MEHWIIOCH, IJ1a3a MOTYXJIM U B HUX MEJIbKHYJIO BBIPAKECHHUE
rpycTd u 6onu.

— Bul 3Haere, yto Takoe uckycctBo? Her?.. A s 3Haw!.. 3T0 OIHO CIUIOIIHOE CTpajlaHue. ..
CKOJTBKO pa3 MHe MPHUXOOWIOCH CIBIIATh OT OOJBINIUX XYJTOKHHKOB, YTO OHHM XOTeJId Obl OBITh
CaMbIMU ITPOCTHIMH PeMEC/ICHHUKaMH1, YAHOBHUKAMH JIBAAIIATOTO YHCIA. .. DTO, KOHEYHO, MOMEHTBI
yrmajgka Jyxa, HO MpejcTaBbTe cede, YTO HAJO MepekuBaTh M CKOJIBKO CTPaAaTh, YTOOBI MEUTATh O
MOIIJIOCTH, KaK 0 cyactbe! Bbl noHnmMaete 31o?

— $1 noHMMalo, — KMBHYJI FOJIOBO¥ IOKTOP A PHOJIbAH.

— Benp 17151 TOro, 4TOOBI OBITH XYIOKHUKOM, HAJIO OBITH CyMaCIIESIINM, — TPOAOJIKa Muxai-
JIOB, ¥ B €0 TEMHBIX Ila3aX 3aropesiach UCKpa MaHbsKa, — IOTOMY YTO TOJBKO CyMACHIEANIAN U
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MOXET KUTb B TAKOM BEYHOM HAIpPsKEHHUH, JI0 KATUTH BBICACHIBAS CBOW MO3T, Paid KAKOK-TO CTpaH-
HOM, B CYIIIHOCTHY MaJio OHSITHOM uaeu. OX, 310 yxkacHas mryka!.. Korma Bel paboTtaere, Bb ropuTe Ha
MeJJIeHHOM OrHe. Bce, 4To BhI cienaere, KaxeTcs BaM OTBPATUTEILHBIM, BaM CTBITHO CBOEH padoThI
Y CTPAIITHO, YTO KTO-HUOY/Ib YBUAUT €€, KOT/Ia OHA TaK elle Majia, HNYTOoXHa U cnaba. Bel HaunHaete
npe3uparh cedsi: Kak 3TO s MOTY ObITh TAKMM HUYTOXKHBIM, OeCIIBETHBIM? X04eTcs IJIaKaTh UHOT/IA. —
[Touemy npyrue mMoryT, a s He Mory? U yxkacHee Bcero To, YTO Bbl HUKOTJA U HE TOBEPUTE BCEM
CepLeM, BCepbes, UTO BbI CIIEIATN XOPOIIYIo Belllb. Kakasi-To cTpaHHasi pa3ABOSHHOCTD MOy YaeTCs:
€CJIM BaC XBAJISIT, BaM KaKeTCs, YTO TO U3 ISTUKATHOCTH, KOT/1a OpaHsIT, BaM KaXeTCsl, 4TO TO BAIIIN
Bparu, 4To OHH MPOCTO BAaC HE IOHUMAIOT WJIM HAPOYHO MPUTBOPSIIOTCS, YTOOBI YSI3BUTH JIMYHO Bac.
UM Tak Bcernma, 10 caMoil MOTWJIBL... A ellle yXKacHee, €Cliv JI0 MajieHus TajlaHTa! A CKOJIBKO TaKuX
MpUMEpPOB Ha I1a3ax!.. A Uis 4ero B KOHIIE KOHLIOB BCE 3TU CTpaJaHus?

JOKTOp ApPHOJIBAM XOTEN YTO-TO BO3PA3UTh, HO HE YCIIEN.

— 4 3Hat0, YTO BBl MHE CKaXeTe, — epeOr MUXaiioB, ¢ TOPSIIM JIMIIOM 1 HAITPSKEHHBIMU 710
WCCTYIUICHUS T71a3aMH, — BEC 3HAI0, YTO MOKHO CKa3aTh B BO3BEJIMUEHHE UCKYCCTBA M TOMY MOI00-
HOE... A BCe-TakM 3TO TOJIBKO Open Kakoii-To!.. He To ucrepuueckoe camommooue, He TO ellie 4To-TO
Xyxe... BOT s 1Ba Mecsiiia cuzen Haj cBouM «JledemuHbIM 03epom» ... UTo 310 32 03epo? [Mouemy?..
Hy, nyctb, He B ToM feno... Bel 3HaeTe, Koraa nepeao MHOM, Kak KUBOMU, U IIPEKpacHee, YeM KMBOH,
OTpa3wiIcs, HAKOHEeIl, B TeMHOW Bojie Oenblid JieOenb... Bol moHnmaete? Takoil rOpIpli, YHUCTHIN,
XOJIOIHBIN OeJbiii Te0e/Ib, Ha/l XOJOIHOW TeMHOW TTyOWHOM. .. 1 4yTh C yMa He COIIeN OT BocTopra!
Mse xoTesoch O6exarh Ha YJIUIy U BCEM pacCKa3biBaTh O BAKHOCTH TOTO, UTO s caenai... Kaxercs,
eca Obl 1 YBUJIEN CBOEro JieOelist B JeMCTBUTEIBHOCTH, sI CTall Obl Ha Oepery Ha KOJIeHH, CIIOKHII
Obl pYKH U 3arlIakai OT YMWIEHUsI ¥ TOPAOCTH. A KOrja KOHUMII, TOCMOTPEJ, CTAJI0 MHE TPYCTHO,
OO0JILHO, TOKTOP.

— [Touemy *xe? — ¢ HEAOYMEHHEM CITPOCKIT JOKTOP.

— He 3Hai0... He MOTy OOBSICHUTS. .. TyT-TO U 3aJI0%KEHO YTO-TO... DTO TAKOE CTPAHHOE UYB-
cTBO... Hy, Kak ecnu Obl OTOpBaJ KYCOK Cepalia ¢ KpOBbIO U OpocHII Obl ero... I BOpyr MovyBCTBO-
BaJI, YTO MEXAY MHOI U MOEW KapTUHOM, HaJl KOTOPOH 51 CTOJILKO NepecTpajal, pOBHO HUYEro HeT!
Bce Mom BocTopru M cTpafgaHus pacTasiuid B Kakoi-To Oe3HajeskHou myctore. Hamucan nebens, u
KOHYEHO... TOJIbKO U BCero... Sl JokeH KuTh cam 1o cede, KapThHa cama 1o cede... U kaxercs
MHe: OyaeT Mo Oestblii Jiebe/ib BUCETh B KAKON-HUOY/Ib OOJIBIION XOJIOMHOM 3ajie My3es... C omgHou
cropoHsl Oyaer «CnoBo o nonky Mropese», ¢ Ipyroi kakoi-HuOyap «CKOTHBIA JBOp», «Borareipb
Ha pacryTbe», «VBaH ['po3HbIii»... Bce Oyaer BUceTb B psia. A Oyny maneko, Oymy KHUTh U C TEM ke
MYYHTETbHBIM HalIPSKEHUEM TIHCATh ellie YTO-HUOYIb. .. [IoToM ertie, OTOM eltie. . . oKa He yMpy ...
W ecu ympy Ha coToli KapTHHE, JIJIsl MeHsI 9TO OyeT Bce paBHO, Kak eciii Obl yMep M Ha JecaTon! A
B My3ee Bce Oy/IeT XOJIOJHbI POBHBIN CBET, MOTYAIIMBbIE KapTHHBL. .. [loceTurenu OymayT OpOIuTh C
OOJBHBIMH OT BHUMAaHHUSI IIESIMU. .. CTO JIET MPOKJIET, a MO JieOeab Bce OyIeT OTpakaThCsi B TEMHOU
BOJIE. ..

— Hy, 4o %... 3TO ¥ XOpoUIO. .. — 3aMETHJI C HeIOyMEHHEM JIOKTOP APHOJIb/IN.

— A... — ¢ 1ocayioi BCKpUKHYA Muxaiinos. — Bel He noHumaerte!.. Benb o Oyner xuth 6e3
mensi! Kak OynTo cKBO3b MEHsI MPOMJET YTO-TO HYKHOE, 2 MOXKET ObITh, M1 HEHYKHOE KOMY-TO, a
s1 OCTAHyCh caM Mo ceOe, KaKoi-To 3a0bITON TPAINKOW Ha Mycope. .. [lonnmaere, 310 He 5 cam, a...
noHnmaere. .. Her, 51 3Toro Belpa3uth He Mory!

MuxaiiioB BCKOUMII M 3aXOIMJI 10 KoMHaTte. OrpoMHasi TeHb, Meperudaroiiascs Ha rmoTolke,
Takasi ke, Kakasi CTOsula 3a IJIeYaMu JOKTOpa ApPHOJBIM, TONUIA 32 HUIM M HEOTCTYITHO XOAWIA U3
yIJa B yroi, crudasich ¥ KpuJisisicb. Hu 1OKTOp, HU MUXaiiioB ee He 3aMeTHIIH.

MuxaiiiioB JOJITO XOAWI MOJTYA, U TIO JIAITY ero ObUIO BUAHO, KaK CTPEMHUTETbHO MPOAOIIKAIIH
HECTHCh B €r0 MO3Ty pa30yKeHHbIE, CTpalaibuecKie MbICTU. [I0TOM OH HEOKMIAHHO OCTAaHOBHJICS,
TPSAXHYI, TI0 CBOEH MPUBBIUKE, FOJIOBOW M 3aCMEsIJICS TaK 3BOHKO M PE3KO, YTO JOKTOP JakKe B3IpOr-
HYJL.
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— Bce 310 uenyxa, gokTop!

— Yemnyxa? — Kak X0, MallIMHAJILHO TTOBTOPUJI JIOKTOP APHOJIb/IN.

B sty MunHyTy emy npezactaBuiics Oeblil XOJMOJHBINA 3aJ1 My3esl, PAIbl KapTHH, XOJIOIOK TOp-
JKECTBEHHOW THUIIMHBI U, KAK MOTWJIbHBI MaMSATHUK HaJ YbUMH-TO CTPAJaHUSIMU, Ol JieOepb,
HABEKH 3aCTBIBIIMI HaJl TEMHOM TAMHCTBEHHOU ITyOHMHOM.

— A? Yro BbI cKazanu? — nepecrpocusl OH, OTIOMHHUBILIKCH.

— INoiinemte B Ki1yO, JOKTOP, BOT UTO 1 TOBOPIO, — BECEJIO, HO C KAKUM-TO HAJPBIBOM CKa3all
Muxaiinos.

— B ki1y0? — OBTOPHJT IOKTOP APHOJIBAN U B3JOXHYIL

— Jla He B3ABIXaiiTe BbI, JOKTOP, pagu bora! — 3akpmyan MuxailsioB U, cXBaTuB JIOKTOpa 3a
TOJICTBIE TUIEYH, TIOTPSC C JTACKOBOU YTPO30M.

OH yKe OIATh CTaJl MPEKHUM, BECEJIBIM U 633a00THBIM, TOYHO 370 1 HE OH BBI3BIBAJ U3 ThMBI
MEPTBEHHO MPEKPACHOE XOIOHOE BUJICHUE BEYHOTO JieOe sl

— Hy, noiigem, mocMOTpeB Ha HEro, COrJIachJICs JIOKTOP APHOJIbIU U IPY3HO MOAHSIICS.

MuxaiiioB CXBaTUII CBOIO OeyIo IUISIY, JOKTOP APHOJIBAN HATSHYJ HA TOJICTHIE IJIEYX HEU3-
MEHHBII TAPYCUHOBBIN MUIKAK U, IOTYIINB CBEYY, MTHOBEHHO MOTPY3HJI KOMHATY BO MpaK, B KOTO-
poM OecclieHO, Kak He OBIBINME, UCUE3/H U YepHbIe TeHHU, U Oe3MOJIBHBIE 0a00UKH.

OHHU BBIIUIM BO JIBOP.

OrpomHoe 3Be3HOe HeOO PACKUHYJIOCh HAaJ HUMU U OOHSJIO XOJOAOM BEUHOTO MPOCTOpA.
BBepxy Bce MCKpWIIOCh M CBEpKasio. MIIeUHblid MyTh cepeOpUCTOi, MOPO3HOW TBUIBIO TSHYJICS IO
TEMHO-CHHEMY KYTIONy, YXOASIIEMY B Helocsraemylo BeicoTy. Ha 3emite ke Bce ObUIo YepHO M TEMHO,
1 MuxaiijioB ejBa He TMOJIeTelN C KPbUIBIIA.

— OcTopoXkHee, TYT CTYNEHbKH. .. — 3aM034aJI0 MPEayIPeIil TOKTOP.

— Bui1 Ol elrie 3aBTpa ckazaam! — Becesno 0TO3BajICs U3 TEMHOTH MuXaiioB.

OHu He ycnemnu ele OTOMTH OT KPbUIblA, KaK KTO-TO Mogbexas K BopoTtam. CIBIIIHO ObLIO,
Kak 3aapebe3kany Koseca u 3adblpkana HeBUOMMast Jomaap. Kakas-to Genas TeHb mokasajiach B
KaJINTKE.

JIOKTOp ApPHOJIBAM 311€Ch KUBET? — CIIPOCKHII OTTYA KEHCKUI1 MOJIOZION T0JIO0C.

— Bor Tebe u pa3! — gocamymBo mpodopmoTan MuxaiaoB, KOTOPOMY HE XOTeJIOCh UATH 0e3
JOKTOpA.

— 4 3peck, — oTo3Bascs JOKTOp ApHONbAU. JKeHipHa B 6esioM noponuia K HuM. OHa, BUAUMO,
TOPOMMJIACH M KoJjieOasach BO ThMe, KaK TyMaH HaJl BOJIOM.

— IIpoctuTte, 1OKTOp, MOKATYHCTA, s 32 BaMu! — OBICTPO 3aroBOpUJIa OHA, CTAPASCh BIOTbMAax
paccMOTpeTh JOKTOpA.

— YeMm Mory CIIyKUTh? — CIIOKOMHO W MEJJIEHHO CITPOCHIT AOKTOP.

— 51 3a Bamu. .. — BOJIHY$ICh, MOBTOPHMJIA MOJIOJAS JKEHINMHA, [Ielasi TAKOe CTPaHHOE BIKEHHE,
Kak OyATO XOTesa MOJOKUTh PYKU Ha Ipyab JOKTOpY. OTIly OUeHb IUIOXO. .. He 3Hal0, KaXeTcsl, yaap. . .
Sl cama noexana 3a Bamu. .. [loxaiyiicta, ckopee!

JIoKTOp APHOJBIM C BBHICOTHI CBOETO OIPOMHOTO TOJICTOTO Tejla HAKJIOHWJICA K ee JIMIy U
paccMoTpesT B TEMHOTE Ka3aBIIHMECs COBCEM YEPHBIMM IJ71a3a, MyXJible TYObl M Oesiblid TUIaTovek,
HeOpeKHO, HACTIEX HAKUHYTHI Ha BOJIOCHI.

— C keMm ynap? — CIipocuJI OH.

— 4 I'perynoBa, — TOpOIUIMBO MOSICHWIA Ta camasi JEBYIIKa, C OpaThbsIMUA KOTOPOU 3aHUMAJICS
MaJIEHbKUI CTYJEHT YnK.

Ho noktop ApHomnbau yxe y3Hai ee.

— A, 710 BbI, EmuzaBera [lerpoBHa! Tak ¢ Barmm otiiom Hexopoio? YTo ke 3T0... 1aBHO?

W, He coobpa3uB HEYMECTHOCTH MOMEHTA, JOKTOP MO MPUBBIUKE MPOMBIXTE:

36



M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

— Ilo3BonbTe Bac MO3HAKOMMWTH... MuxaiioB... B koneOmomemMcss Mpake NMpU HESICHOM
otOnecke 3Be3/1 Ha MuxaiioBa B3IJISIHYJIO HE3HAKOMOE, XOPOIIEHBKOE JIMYUKO C OOJIBIIMMHU IJIa3aMU
Y MyXJILIMA HAUBHBIMU TyOaMH.

JleByIiIKa, MOYTH HE PACCIIBIIIAB, OAaa €My PYKY M ObICTPO TIOBEPHYJIaCh K JOKTOPY:

— Enem ckopee, paau bora!

— Ioxanyiite, — TSKeJO B3I0XHYB, COIJIACUIICS JIOKTOP APHOJIbAN.

JleBy1iIka momnuia Brepea, TOYHO yBJeKas ero 3a coooit. OHa Iu1a JIerko 1 ObICTPO, a IPYy3HBIH
JOKTOP TSKKO TIOTLIENICS C3a/11, KaK KaTOPXKHUK, OMSITh PUKOBAHHBIN K BEUHOH TayKe.

MuixaiiioB MOJTYa IPOBOAMIT MX 32 BOPOTA, MOA0K AT, IOKA YJIEIIach MblUIb, HOTHSATAS] POCIIOM
KyTIEUECKOM JIOMIa bI0, ¥ MOIIENT OAWH BJIOJIb TEMHBIX YIIHII.

OrmymiieHre MSIrKor KeHCKOW PYKHM U OBICTPbIN Oe3pa3iiMyHbIi, KaKk eMy IMOKa3ajloch, B3I
HE3HAKOMBIX IJ71a3, TAKUX YyXKHUX U PAaBHOMYIIHBIX, OMSATh MPOOYIMIM B HEM TO CTPaHHOE, Kryuee
TOOOIBITCTBO, KOTOPOE BJIACTHO BJIEKJIO €ro K jkeHIuHe. OH I1eJT 0 TEeMHOH YJHILIe, CMOTpeT Ha yce-
SITHHOE OJIECTAIMMHM 3Be3[]aMU YepHOoe HeOo, U Mepe] HUM, BO Mpake, Kak OyITo Kojaedasoch CMyT-
HOE OYepTaHUE KPYIJIBIX TUIeY, OOTSHYTHIX CBETJIBIM IJIAThEM, PABHOIYIIIHBIE TEMHBIE IJ1a3a Ha OeIoM
JIMIIe, BBICOKAs TPy/ib, BCE TMOKOE, MaHsIIee TeJI0 He3HAKOMOM JEBYIIIKH.

W noutn 6076HO ¥ TPYCTHO OBLJIO, YTO OMSATH OH CTOUT Tepe[] 3araJJKou, YTo OISATh €ro BIeveT
Y MaHWUT Hepa3pelrmMoe, HeyTOIMMOE YyBCTBO.
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IX

B xi1y0Oe ObutM 32KKEeHBI BCE OTHU, M OH TOpel, KaK UTPYIIEYHBIH JOMHUK CO CBEYKOUN BHYTpH.
[Inpokue nosoce BECEJOoro CBeTa JIOKWINCh U3 OTKPHITBIX OKOH Ha TEMHYIO YJMIy M OCBEILAId
TMOJTHOKME MPAYHOM IIEPKBH, YXOISAIIEH K 3B€3JHOMY HeOy CBOMMU TAMHCTBEHHBIMH KYTIOJIAMH.

[Nepenuss kiryda OblIa MOJNTHA MUISI, TAJbTO, 30HTHKOB M MAJTOK. M3 KapTOUHBIX KOMHAT YyXKe
TUTBLT CHHUM TaOa4HBIN JIBIM, OTKYAA-TO JIOHOCHJIMCH B3PhIBBI MHOTOT'OJIOCOTO CMeXa U CYXOH TpecK
OWJITMAPAHBIX IIAPOB.

MuxaiiioB He IJIs1/1s1 TIOBECHJI CBOIO OeJTyI0 IIUISITY U CIIPOCHII CTAPOTO, C CEABIMU COJIIATCKUMMU
ycamH, IBenapa:

— K10 ectb, Creman?

— lla K10, — ¢ (paMUJIbSPHON YUTUBOCTBIO IPUHUMAs MAJIKY U CTaBsl €€ B YIoJl, OTBETUJI LIBEH-
uap, — Hapogy MHoro. .. McripaBHuk TyTa, ouuepa... 3axap MakcumMoBuy. . .

— ApOy30B? — ObICTpO TIepecipocksl MUXaiioB M HAa MTHOBEHHE Kak Obl 3aITHYJICS Ha TIOpOre.

— Tak TouHoO, npuexamu ¢ komnanueit. Kopuer Kpayse, mrad-pormuctp TpeHeB, CTyAEHTHI. ...
HapOIy MHOTO.

MuxaiisioB, He ciyIas, Toren B Ouommoteky. Tam ObLIO TUXO, ¥ OT OIMYIIEHHBIX a0aXypoB
JlaMI Ka3aJoch TeMHO. SIpKo Oenesii TONMbKO Ta3eThl M KHUTHM Ha 3€JIEHOM CyKHE OOJIBIIOI CTOJA.
Crynent Ynk, mocTaBUB KOJIEHO Ha CTYJI M JIOKTU Ha CTOJI, HU3KO MPUTHYJICS K razeram. He3HakoMbIi,
HE TO TIOTI, He TO JbsSIKOH, YIJIyOUBIIIUCh B KPEC/IO U pa3MeTaB IO TuieyaM OOMJIbHBIE PhIKUE BOJIOCHI,
KoM opTadesTbHO paccMaTpUBall MILTIOCTPUPOBAHHBIN Ky pHAL.

— A, 3npaBcTByiTe! — cKazan Ynk, MoAHAB rojoBy. — UTo 3T0 Bac HE BUAHO?

— Pa6orai, — HexoTs otBeTHs1 MuxaitioB. OH crecHsiics Ynka, OTOMY 4TO YyBCTBOBAJI €TI0
Mpe3pUTeIbHO-BpakIeOHOE OTHOIIICHHUE K cede.

PrrxeBosochIil GaTionmka u3-3a Kpas ’KypHaia Koco mocMarpubai Ha MuxaiiioBa. Unxk mepe-
OVpaJ majbliaMy Kpai ra3eTsl U, BUAUMO, HE 3HAJ, YTO ellle CKa3aTh. MUXaiIoB B3I CO CTOJIA KHUTY,
MOCMOTPEJ 3arlaBUe 1 MOJIOKHUIL.

— Ma... HeonpeaeneHHO, — CKBO3b 3yObl CKa3aj OH, YyBCTBYs ceOsl HEJIOBKO, TOYHO B CTaHE
Bparos.

Ynk monuait. [IpsKOH, HE CIyCKas I71a3, BBINVISABIBAJ U3-3a CBOETO KYpPHAJIA.

MuxaiiioB He 3HaJ, YTO eMY JIeJIaTh: BCTPETUTHCS C ApOY30BBIM OBLIIO TSIKEIO, a YIUTH Ka3aJloch
YHUBUTEJIBHBIM. BbIuto Obl, Kak OyaTo oH ucnyraics. M MuxaiiioBy cTajlo ¥ TPYCTHO, U JJOCAIHO:
OH JIIoOUT ApOy30Ba UICKPEHHO U TETLIO, YYHMJICS BMECTE U JIONTO JKHJI C HAM.

Ternepb OHM JOMKHBI OBUTH BCTPETUTHCS Bparamu, 1 MuxaiioBa TOMUIJIO YYBCTBO BUHBI, XOTSI
OH He MpU3HABAJ €e.

«B kOHIIe KOHIIOB 3TO Jieyio camoit Hemm!» — momyman oH, MopInach, Kak ot OoJu.

CKBO3b IPKO OCBEIIEHHYIO IBEPb CTOJIOBOM JOHOCHJIUCH I0JI0CA, CTYK TAPEJIOK U paCKaTUCTBIN
MYKCKOW X0XOT. KTO-TO BBIIIEN OTTY/Ia M 3aCJIOHUJI CBET.

HeBblicokui muypokorieunit 4eaoBekK, co ClyTaHHBIMU KyAPSIBBIMU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U YEP-
HBIMH, BOCTIaJIEHHBIMH OT MIbSIHCTBA M OECCOHHBIX HOYEH IIa3aMU IIarHys1 B OMOIUOTEKY.

— A... Cepreii! — XpuIuiplM pasyziajbM I'0JJIOCOM KPUKHYJ OH, HEOKMAAHHO yBUIEB Muxaii-
JioBa. — 3/10poBo!

HemHoro nomarsiBasich, HO BCe-Taky TBEPAO U IIMPOKO I1arasi JJAKHPOBAaHHBIMHU CarloraMu, OH
ABUHYJICSI IPSMO K MUXaiyioBy. DTH JIaKMPOBAHHbBIE CATlOTH, KpacHasl IIeJIKoBasi py0daxa moj pac-
CTErHYTOW CHHEH TOJIeBKON U B3JIOXMavYeHHbIe BOJIOCH MPHUIABAIA eMy OeciadariHbiil U yrpoxka-
IOLLIUI BUI.
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MuxaiiioB MOAHSJICS HABCTPEYy, HO CTall KaK-TO CTPAHHO, TOYHO HACTOPOKE, M Ka3aJcs yau-
BUTEJILHO CTPOMHBIM M M3SIIIIHBIM B CPABHEHUH C IPyOOBATON pa3yXaOUCTOCTBIO MOIXOIUBILETO YeJI0-
BEKa.

— He y3Haemp, 4to 1? — CTpaHHBIM TOHOM BBI30Ba, HACMEIIIKM U I'PYCTH CKaszal ToT. — Wi
oounibest MeHs?

Uk MOAHST TOJIOBY, M PHIKMIA TIOM, OIMTYCTUB Ha KOJIEHW CBOM JKypHAJI, BO BCE I71a3a CMOTPE
Ha HUX. Beck ropos 3Has MOAKIIaIKy 9TOM BCTPEUH, 3HaJ, YTO MUXaIIOB yBJIeK 1 OPOCUT AEBYIIIKY,
KOTOPYIO IMbsTHO, HO HACMEPTh 0O ApOy30B.

— He roBopu riynocreii, — mpe3pUTesIbHO U XOJIOAHO OTBETUI MUXailjioB, BHICOKO ITOJHSB rOp-
AYI0 KPacHBYIO T'OJIOBY.

ApOy30B, 3aCyHYB PyKH B KapMaHbl [MOAJEBKH, HA MTHOBEHHE IIPHOCTAHOBUIICS M CBOUMH KTy~
YMMH BOCTAJIEHHBIMU IIa3KaMy UCHIOIO0bsi CMOTpes Ha MuxaitoBa. OfHy CEKyHIy, Jake, MOKET
ObITb, MEHBIIIE, TPOJOJIKAIOCH XKYTKOE HAMPs)KEHHOE MOTJYaHue. ApOy30B TSKEJO I ITMPOKOU
TPyIbIO M, Kak OBIK, KOTJIa OH POET 3eMJTIO Mepe]l YAApOM, BCe HIKE M HIKE OITyCKaJl TSKENyIo J100a-
CTYIO TOJIOBY CO CBECHBIIIUMCSI KJIOKOM YEPHBIX BOJIOC.

MuxaiiioB No-mpekHeMy CTOSIT y CTOJIA, OTEPIINCh Ha HETO PyKou, U xkaai. OH ObLT CIIOKOeH
U JJaKe YJIBIOAICs pe3puTenbHO 1 XonoaHo. Ho ToHkas Oenast pyka ero 4yTh Jpoxalia Ha CToJIe.

UYro-To cTpaiHoe, Kak mpeadyBcTBHe 0e300pa3HOro HeNlernoro yOuiicTsa, HaBUCIIO B BO3/yXE.
Bce cunbHee apoxkana Oenast pyka Ha CTOJE U BCe TsKesiee, C XPUIIOM, Jblman ApOy30B.

Umxk, caM TOro He 3amevasi, OTOIBUHYJICS OT CTOJNA. PBUKMIA MOI YTO-TO XOTEN CKa3aTh, HO
TOJIBKO TOIIEBENMT MOOEIEBIIMMH IyOaMy ¥ BAPYT BCKOYMIL.

Ho B 3ty camyio MmunyTy ApOy30B TPSXHYJ CITyTAHHBIMH KYIPSIMU, KPUBO YCMEXHYJICS, TIOKa-
3aB U3-TI0]] YePHBIX YCOB OeJible MMPOKKE 3yObl, U CKa3asl HAIOPBAHHO BECENIBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Hy, nangHo... 3npaBcTByii... JlaBHO Mbl HE BUIEIUCH !

MuxaiiioB MeIJIEHHO MPOTSIHYJT 33pOXKaBIIYI0 PyKy, HO ApOy30B IIarHyJ1 K HEMy M KPErko
OOHsUI, KaK CaMOro JIy4Inero jopororo apyra. OHU MOLIENIOBANIKCH, U, Korjaa non u Yk yBuaenu
ux Jjuia, MuxaiinoB Obul Oe/ieH U CMYIIEHHbIH, KaK YHWKeHHbIH, a HA MPAa4YHO KPacuBOM JIUIIE
ApOy30Ba ObUIO CTPaHHOE BHIPAKEHHE TSKEIOW OOJBHOM I'PYCTH.

— Hy, 4dro %k, noigem BbimbeM?.. A?.. — HEECTECTBEHHO 0e33a00THO 3aroBopuii ApOy30B,
Kpenko Oepsi MuxaiinoBa o pyky. — Tam Bce Hamm. .. IIbio, Cepexa!.. B Tlapuxke Obut... ITbio!
Beimbewm, a?.. ['ne Hame He nponajgano!.. I'me OsiBan?

— Ioinem, Tux0, He MOABIMAs T71a3, 0TBeTUI MuxaiioB. — B MockBy e3au1, KapTUHY OTBE3. ..
[Totom y ceds B ycagpOe cupen, padoTal... Thl Kak KUBEITh?

MpauHble BoCTIaleHHbIe T71a3a ApOy30Ba CO CTPaHHOW HEXHOCTBIO CMOTPEJIM Ha HEero, MoKa OH
ropopuil. M korga MuxaiioB 3aMoimyall, OH ellie Kpemyde Ckaj ero JOKOTb jKeJIe3HBIMH MaJIbIIaMH.

— Cnasnblil TH napens, Cepexa!.. Kapruny Bo3wi, ropopuis?.. Uto  MHe He mokazan?
TBOU KapTUHBI JIOOMO... MoxeT, Kynwt Obl... M He moHuMaro, a?.. A s, Opar, Bce TO ke: TbIo,
6e300pa3Hnyal. .. ToNbKO U Beero! Haremy Opary, Kyredyeckomy ChIHKY, Tak W nonaraercs... Hy,
noviaem!

U tax xe TBepao M pa3MaIlIUCTO CTyMasi KPenKHUMU, HEMHOTO COTHYTBIMH, KaK Y KaBaJiepucTa,
HOTaMH B JIAKMUPOBAHHBIX cariorax, OH MoBej MuxaiijioBa moj pyky B Oyder.

YenokouBmmiicss Ynx MpoBOAUI UX MTPEHEOPEKUTEIbHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

PoixeBoIOCHII OaTIONIKA, IOI0KAAB, MOKa OHU CKPBUIKCH 3a IBEPBIO, YIIBIOAsICh, CKazal YnKy:

— A s, IpU3HATBCS, UCTIYTAJICA. .. AyMal MopaooOoii Oynet! Bbl 3HaeTe, 3TOT Xy/IOXKHUK y HETO
OapblIHIO OTOWII. .. BaphlmHA-To Tenepb B MHTepece, a OH ee Opocwi... Ckangan Benukuii! Bechb
rOpOJ1 TOBOPHT.

— Bul Obl, OaTiommika, — MeUIEHHO U 3710, €/IBa JBHUTrasl TOHKMMHU TyOamu, 3ameTwn Yuk, —
TIOMEHbIIIe Obl CIJIETHAMM 3aHUMAJUCh. .. OHO TyXOBHOMY JIMILYy Kak OyATO M He K ity ... [IpaBo!

Poixuii Gatiorika coBEpIIEHHO JOOPOIYIITHO 3aXUXUKAJL.
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— Kakwue crinernn? Mcrunnas npaspal.. Bee 3Hator. A uto s13bIk y Bac, Kupwin Imurpuesuy,
3JI0i, 9TO MBI TOXKE JIaBHO 3HaeM. .. Bce ocrpute!

Uk Opocri ra3eTy v peHeOpeKUTENBbHO MOCMOTPENT Ha HEro.

— Bpl, orenr Hukonaii, maxe Hamoean MHe cBouM jaoOpoaymmeM... Ha Bac u paccepauthbest
TOJIKOM HeJb3sl... Komuueckuil nepcoHax!

Prrkmii Gatiomka Tak v 3aJIuics.

UrX TUTIOHYJT, CITYCTHJI HOTY CO CTYJIa | Tioles B Oyder.

Tam 6bUTO sIpKO U TYMHO. BydeT cBepkan COTHSIMH pa3HOIBETHBIX OyTBHUIOK, M METABIIIHECS
JIaKkew MPUIaBAI BCEMY TOH MPa3IHUYHOMN CYeTHl.

3a OIHUM CTOJIOM CHJelia KOMIaHusI OpUIIEPOB M KAKUX-TO OUKACTHIX U OOPOIATHIX JIIOICH,
KOTOpBIE, OYEBUTHO, ObLIIM CUJTHHO MbstHBL. OHU KpUYaIu HariepeOoi OeCTOIKOBBIMY 3bIYHBIMHU TOJIO-
CaMU 1 pacKaThIBAIMCh TPOMOBBIM CMEXOM, B KOTOPOM BBIIIEJISLIICS TeHEPATIbCKUI POKOT UCTIPABHUKA,
TOJICTOTO, OTPOMHOTO YeJIOBeKa C OOJBIIMMU ycaMu. MUXaitIoB 3aMEeTHIT CPed HUX 3HAKOMOTO a/1b-
I0TaHTa ¢ OeJIBIMU aKCeJTbOAHTAMU M TOHKUM HarsIbiM JIMIOM. OH YTO-TO HETPOMKO, HO YBEPEHHO pac-
CKa3bIBaJI, M, KOrJa BCE XOXOTAJM, €r0 KPACHBOE JIUIIO C BHIAIOIIUMCS TIOIOOPOAKOM TOJIBKO MOfAEp-
'MBAJIOCH XOJIOAHON YCMEIIKOU.

— Bor, rocriona, noiiMas cokosia! — Bce He BBIITyCKasi KPEIKo CKaToro JIOKTs: Muxaiiosa, pa3y-
nano 3akpudan ApOy30B. — CIaBHBIM MTapeHb U BBITUTH HE AyPakK, XOTsI, MEXKIY ITPOUUM, ¥ OOJIBIION
XxyaoxHUK. .. He tak s, Cepesxa? [IpaBuibHo jiu 51 roBopio?.. Co BceMu 3HaKOM?

MuxaiiiioB BHICBOOOIIIT PYKY ¥ ITOAOIIEN 37I0pPOBAThCS, MY XOTEJIOCh IIOCKOpee YUTH OT ApOy-
30Ba, B Oec1adaiHoM KpUKe KOTOPOro, CKBO3b HAITyCKHYIO BECEJIOCTb, SICHO CIbIIIAIACh HAJOPBaH-
Has1, OOJIbHAS HOTA.

Hagscrpeuy MuxaitioBy npunofHsUIMCh JUIMHHBIN, C JIMLOM Ipe3putesibHoro Meducrodens,
kopHet Kpay3e, mra0-pormuctp TpeHeB — Oye/iHbIN ycaThiil opuIiep, KaKOW-TO KyIeYeCKU ChIHOK U
HE3HAKOMBIN MPaYHbI TOCTIOAWH C BCKJIOKOYSHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU U TUKUMU, TTIOYTH HEHOPMAJTbHBIMU
rJ1a3amH.

— HaymoB, — oTpekoMeHioBas1 ero ApOy30B, — MO HOBBI WHKEHEP.

— Caguce, Cepesxa, BoibeM! MuxaiinoB cen mexay kopuetom Kpaysze u HaymoBbIm.

— A crynnossl rae? Heyxenu yapanu? — ¢ HEECTECTBEHHBIM OXHUBJICHUEM 3a0€CIOKOMIICS
ApOy30B.

— Onu nonuM Urpath Ha OWJITMAp/e, — TOYHO W BeKJIMBO OTBevyas KopHeT Kpayse.

— Omate? Hy, uept ¢ aumu!.. Ieit, Cepexa! — 3akpuyan ApOy30B, HAIMBasA U pa3iuBas Ha
ckatepTh BoAKy. — Memmaer? [laii cioga, — 3aMeTusI, 4To MUXalIoB JIOKTEM OTO/IBUraeT Haramky,
OpOIIIEHHYIO MTPSIMO Ha CTOJI, CPE/I CTAKAaHOB M TAPEJIOK.

OH B3J1 Haraky ¥ IIBBIPHYJ HA CTYJL.

— A MBI HOBYIO TPOWKY BerpbickuBaeM, Cepexa, — mpoaoikan ApOy30B Tak ke JTMXOPAIOvHO.
Ero kak Oyaro Bce Bpems 4To-To jepraio. Takux yomazaeit kynwi, 6enal.. OT 3aBoja cioja B Ba
yaca goMyanu!

— HoBy1o Tpoiiky Kynui! — NpuHy)kJeHHO crpocui MuxaitsioB. — A crapas rae?

— Crapas? — 3aayMumBoO niepecrpocu ApOy30B. 3ape3ai! — MpayHO U KECTKO JOKOHYMJI OH
Y Ha MUHYTY 3aMOJIK.

— Urak, BBl TOBOpHUTE, — BEXKJIMBO M HErPOMKO 3aroBopuii kopaeT Kpayse, obparmasics k Hay-
MOBY 1 BOIIPOCUTEJILHO MPUIIOJJHAMAS CBOM TOHKHE MedrcTodenbcKie OpOBU HaJl IUTMHHBIM OeJTbIM
JIMLIOM.

— 41 roBOpIO, — HEOKUIAHHO M TaK pe3K0, YTO MUXaiJIOB HEBOJILHO B3IVISIHYJI HA HETO, IepeOrT
HaymoB, — 4T0 4enoBek UMeeT IpaBo AOBOIUTH UIIEI0 10 abCypaa, 10 KECTOKOCTH, 10 TUPAHUH, /IO
yero xorute!.. Kakast peus Moxet ObITh 0 TipaBe?.. Uto Takoe mpaBo?.. OHO mperoaraeT pacyeT ¢
YeM-TO UM ¢ KeM-To. .. C kem ke pacuer? Bo ums yero? {4 mory xotets? A eciu Mory, To, clie1oBa-
TEJIbHO, MOT'Y Y UCIIOJTHUThL CBOE XOTeHHe. .. Ec/ii MHe MPOTUBHA KU3HB, s1 UMEIO ITPABO YHUUYTOXKHUTh
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ee, Oe3pa3TuuHO, B ceOe JIM CaMOM WJIM B JPYrOM JKUBOM CYIIIECTBE, MO0 KOMY ke s JaM OT4er?
Hpyrum moasm? Ho oHE MOTYT MeHsI YOUTb, 3TO OJIHO, 4 3alIPETUTh MHE CTPEMUTHLCS K BHIITOJTHEHUIO
CBOETO «XO4y» HE MOTyT!.. A KOIJa YeJOBeK JyMaeT O CaMOyOMICTBE U HAYMHAET JOMbITHIBATHCS,
MMeEET JIM OH Ha 3TO MPaBO, TO ITO MPOCTO CMEIIHO U Kayko!.. IMeomuil cuity aa Jenaer, BOT BaM
eIMHCTBEHHAsI U3 BCEX 3aroBeaeii!

— [IpaBunbHO! — TOpsiu0 KpUKHYA ApOy30B. — Kakoe TyT npaBo!.. Moii TATeHbKa APCTBO eMy
HeOecHoe! — BCI0 OKpYry Ha OTKYIax CIOWJI, a sl 3aBOJAOM IPHUIABIIO TaK, YTO U He MUKHYT!.. Bee
omuH vept!.. Taraiics co MHOM, kTo MOxkeT!.. Kakue tam mpaBa u rymanHoctu! KuBomepom Obu1
YeJIoBeK, KHUBOJIEPOM U OCTaHeTcs... W mpaBuibHO: Oeld, Iyl U Jepu, TIoKa TeOs caMoro 4epTu
He 3aaymn!.. [OBopsT, KaruTanoB B rpo0d He BO3bMEIb. .. 2 TYMAaHHOCTh BO3bMeIIb? A JII0OOBb
BosbMennb?.. [leit, Cepexa! YUto He mberrs? — AUKO 3aKprdai oH. — CTOM, s ¢ TOOOH BHIIBIO. .. YOK-
Hemcsl, Opat!

MuxaiiiioB pOTSIHYJI CBOM cTakaH. ApOy30B MPUCTAIBHO TIOCMOTPEN HA HETO YepHBIMHU BOC-
MaJICHHBIMU TJIa3aMU, U OISITh TeHb HEXXHOCTHU U TPYCTHU 3aTyMaHWIIA UX.

— JIroomo s Teds, Opar. .. JIlioomo, u Bcerga JoOuTs Oyay. .. 1 yobio, moxaiyi, a Bce JIIOOUTh
oyny... Hy, neii!

[bstHBIA yrap yxe Bucen Haja cronom. maneil Kpayse Obut O7eieH Kak cMepTh, M CTPAHHO
YepHeJIM Ha ero OCTPOM JInIe Kockie Meductodenbckue OpoBr. Momyanusblii mrad-pormuctp Tpe-
HeB 0e3MOJIBHO, TIOHYPHB TOJIOBY, KPYTWJI JUTMHHBIE YCBI M ITWJI CTAaKaH 3a cTakaHoMm. HaymoB cMoT-
pesT BOKPYT TUKUMU TIJIa3aMH, HANIPSDKEHHBIMU, KaK Y MaHbsIKa, U MU TOJIBKO KperKuid Jai. Ynx,
MOSIBUBIIUICS W3 OMOIMOTEKH, TIOJICEB K KPalo CTOJA, MOCTABUJI Tiepe]l cOO0N OOKATBUMK IaMITaH-
CKOTO U TIPE3PUTENIBHO YIIBIOAJICSI BCEMY, UTO CJIBIIIAT KpyroM. EMy OBUIO CKYYHO Cpelyl IbsHBIX,
HO YXOIUTb HE XOTEJIOCh: CIIMIIIKOM OBbLIO TSKEJIO OT CBETA U IIyMa MEepelTH B CBOIO TOJTYI0 MaJleHb-
KYI0 KOMHATY C TYCKJIOM JIAMITOM M CMSITOM CKaTepThio. ApOy30B M HE3aMETHO, HO KprUJasl OOJIbIIe
BCEX, OH, BUIMMO, ObLT CTPAIITHO TIbsIH, ¥ €r0 YepHbIC I71a3a CTAHOBWIMCH BCE MpadHee, U Ha IeKax
BBICTYIAJIN OeJIble TSATHA.

[MTpumen ppoxuil GaTioMKa ¥, O0YKOM IMOJOOPABIIUCH K Oy(eTy, MUTHYIT TTAJIbIIEM, UTOOBI eMy
HAJIMIA PIOMOYKY BOAKU. OH MPHUTBOPSIICS, UTO HE MHTEpecyeTcss KOMIIAHUEH, U CKPOMHO ThIKaJI
BUJIKOH B cesieIky. ApOy30B ceiuac ke 3aMeTHII ero.

— A, orery Hukomaii!.. I'psiiu crioma! YUto Tam Bojika. . . Ay# maMIiaHcKoe, oT4e, Bo ciiaBy boxkwuio!

Poixuii Gatiomka, MONBIIEHHO YIIBIOAsICh, OCTABHII CBOIO CEJIE/IKY Y TOJOIIEN, HA XOLy OIpaB-
JIsis1 pyKaBa psIChI, TOYHO COOMPAJICS /1JIs1 Hauaia OIaroCIOBUTH BCIO MbsTHYIO KOMITaHHIO.

— IMpusert, rocniona! TTozonute npucects? IlItad-pormuctp TpeHeB, He TiepecTaBas KPyTUTh
YCBI, TIOJIBUHYJICS.

— Ho, coOcTBeHHO, B )KU3HH KakKJIOTO YeJIOBEKa JIOJKHO ke ObITh Kakoe-HUOYIb MEpHIIO 103-
BOJICHHOTO U HEJJO3BOJICHHOTO, — TIPOIOJIKa TOBOPUTh Kpayse Tak BekJIMBO U THXO, Kak OyATO He
CTIOpHJI, a CIIPAIIMBa coBeTa. — 60 nHave Mpon30MIeT XaoC B )KM3HU KaXkKI0T0, HE TOBOPSI O JKU3HU
BCeX BOOOIIIE. ...

— Bpochk punocoduio! — kpukHy1 ApOy30B.

— U Henb3s Oyaet KuTh, — TaK JKe CIIOKOWHO JOKOHYMIT Kpay3e, kak OyaTo HU4Yero He CIIbIXall.

— A BaM oueHb HYKHO kUTb? — cripocu HaymoB pe3ko.

— Bbl He xuBeTe! — HACMENUTMBO U JJaKe €XUIHO 3aMETHJI CO CTOPOHBI UMK, KOTOPOMY He
Hpaswicsa Haymos.

— Uro? — BApYr KpuKkHYJI ApOy30B rolocoM, OT KOTOPOTO BCE B3/IPOTHYJH, U JakKe JIaKeu
BBICKOUMJTH 13 Oydera.

Umx ockopOJieHHe OTJISTHYJICS, TyMasl, YTO KPUK OTHOCUJICS K HeMy, HO ApOy30B, IPUITOTHSIB-
IIMCh ¥ OTIEPIINCH HA CTOJ, CMOTPEJ Yepe3 ero rojoBy. Terneps JHIo ero ObU10 coBCeM OO0 U Iake
ryObI TOCHHEITH.

3a COCeIHUM CTOJIOM BCE TIOBEPHYJIU TOJIOBBI.
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— B yem z1e710? — XOOAHO CIPOCHIT aJbIOTAHT, BRICOKOMEPHO TPHUIILYPUBIIICH HA ApOy30Ba.

— Momuats! — KpukHy;1 ApOy30B U, OIPOKHHYB CTYJI, YyTh He cOUMB Ha 1o Unxka, KHHyJCS K
arpiotanTy. OH HEe MOT MPOIOJIKATh, TaK CHJIBHO 3aTPSICIIMCh Y HETO I'yOBl.

— 3opsi, — KpUKHYJI MUXaiiIoB, yero Tl B30eIeHmIcs ! ..

B nBepsix mokazasnuce modorbiTHeie uia. Kpayse, Haymos, Ynx u TpeneB BcTaiu, He TOHU-
Masi, B YeM Jies10. PpiKuil OaTiolika onacianBo rnogoopai pykaBa, TOUHO COOMPAIICS aTh TATY.

KpacuBblii arbloTaHT TOXe BCTaI, HEMHOTO 1odsieqHeB. OcTabHble OTIIATHY/IMCh M CMOTPEITH
ucrtyrano. OHH, OYEBUJIHO, Cpasy JAOTaJaliCh, YTO BBI3BAIO CKaHaJl. TOIBKO TOJICTHIN UCIPABHUK
MaxaJl pyKaMH U CTapajicsi BCTABUTh YTO-TO YCTIOKOMTEIBHOE.

— INo3BoJIbTE, MIJIOCTUBBIN TOCYAaph. .. Bel MHE roBOpUTE? — THXO, HO BHIPA3UTEIBHO MPOTO-
BOPWJI QIBIOTAHT U KOIIAYbUM JBHKEHHEM HE3aMETHO OMYCTHJI PyKY B KapMmaH peity3. — Uto Bam
yrofHo?

— 1 ciplman, 9to Thl TOBOPWMII, Mep3aBel]! — KpUKHYJI ApOy30B, TPECHYB HAarailkou 1o CTOITY
1 BApeOe3ru pa3ouB PIOMKY, TaK UTO OCKOJIKH CTeKJsia oOpbisrany Beex. — Hemm? Kakas Hemm?..
ITpoxsoct! Jla Thl MOHUMAEIIb JIM, O YEM TOBOPUIIIb. .. a7

W, noBepHyBImch k MuxaitnoBy, ApOy30B UYETKO U 1axke Kak OyATO CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:

— Cepreii, OH TOBOpWJI, YTO MOIIUIET U3BO3YMKA 3a Hesu, u iepka napu, 4yto OHa MpUeseT,
[IOTOMY YTO € BCE paBHO TEPSTh HEYero... —a?

MuxaiiioB OBICTPO IIATHYJ BIIEpe/.

Ho ApOy30B He a1 eMy MOIOUTH.

— Ciymaid, Tel! — KpUKHYJ OH aIbloTaHTy. — Eciu Thl emie XoTh pa3 UMs 3TO Ha30BEllb, ...
s Te0e ITOW Harailkoi Bcio Mopay pa3oObio! Uro?.. Momyars! V 1ot Heyn Thl HEIOCTOMH pyKY
TO11EJIOBaTh. .. CKOTUHA. .. Momuats! {1 roBopio!

W Bapyr, GerieHo B3MaxHYB Haraiikoi, ApOy30B cOmI BCio iocyay Ha moJ1. C TpecKOM U 3BOHOM
TIOJIETENI OCKOJIKM TapesioK U CTaKaHOB. Bce Bckoumm.

— Eciu BB XOTb CJIOBO. .. sl 9TOM Harailkoi Bcex Bac 1o mopaam cMaxy! Mepzasiipl! — XpuILio,
3afpIxasich, Kpudan ApOy30B.

AZIBIOTAaHT HEOXKUAAHHO KAK-TO M30THYJICS M BBICKOUMII M3-3a CTONA. B pyke ero MejabkHyIo
YPOAJIMBOE YEPHOE IyJIO peBoibBEpa. MHOrMe 3a:KMypUIIHCh.

— A... — CKBO3b 3yObI MBIYAJ OH.

— A, OpayHuHT? — Becesio KpUKHYJ ApOy30B, Kak Obl B KAKOM-TO CBeTJIoM Boctopre. — Hy, uto
k... nanu! Y oH co crpaiHoi cuitol B3MaxHyJ1 Haraiikoid. Ho B 310 BpeMsi MuxaiijioB 3aCJIOHUIT €70
BCEM TEJIOM, a KTO-TO C33/1 OBICTPO YAApWUJI aIbIOTAHTA TI0 PYKEe, U TSIKEJBI OpayHUHT, pa3OuBast
TapeJiKy, IPy3HO IUIEMHYJICS Ha CTO.

— o6 MunM 1ero He Oyno! — GacoM cKaszasl BHIOEKABIIMI U3 OWJLTMApAHON cTyAeHT [laBu-
nenko. — ['ocriona, BO3pbMUTE Ty MITYKY... BOT Tak!

Jmnneni Kpayse, marnyB yepes BCio KOMHATy, (hJIerMaTHYHO B3sUT PEBOJIbBEP M TTOJIOKHUII €T0
B KapMaH.

— Ecnu BB oXernaete, s MOTY JaTh yIOBJIETBOPEHHE 32 STOT CBOM MOCTYIOK, — HETPOMKO CKa-
3aJ1 OH aJIBIOTAHTY.

—Huuero! ITyckaii! — Beceno v bstHO Kpuyan ApOy30B, BAPYT COBEPILIEHHO YCTIOKOMBIITHIACS. —
Cepexa, rumons! [oiigem BbilbeMm!

Cuernus 3yObl, ¢ TOOIETHEBIIIMM JIMIIOM, aIBIOTAaHT Mo4a 6oposcs ¢ laBuaenko. Ho cryaeHT
AepKal ero Kak B TUCKax M He MepecTaBasi TOBOPUII XJIAAHOKPOBHBIM 0acoM:

— Mumka, Bo3pMH cabmo... Ycrnokoutech, rocniogus axsuiep! Illo xoporero, yro oH Bam
Mopay HaObe, 4TO BBl €My ITy30 IpocTpenuTe. .. Ta He BepTUThCs Kaxy!

Brpyr agbioTaHT OTTONKHYJ JaBUICHKO, TPE3PUTENILHO YCMEXHYJICS U TIPOTOBOPHUI:

— MBI ¢ Bamu eriie BCTpeTumcsi, rocrionud ApOy30B!

— JlagHo, — otBeuyast ApOy30B MpauHo. — Haraiika Bceria npu mHe!
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AJIBIOTAHT OIATH MPE3PUTENTHHO YCMEXHYJICS U, HU Ha KOTO He IS, LETUISsICh IIOPaMH 3a
CTYJIbsI, BBIIIIENT U3 Oydera.

OcrayibHasi KOMITAHUSI €T0 PACTEPSHHO MeperIsiIbiBasiach, He 3Hasl, YTO JejaTh. VcnpaBHUK
casiheTKOM CUMINA MacJIo ¥ XpeH C CIOPTyKa U BO3MYIIEHHO OOPMOTAJI:

— DTOro Henb3s cede MO3BONATS. .. JlyMaer, Kak MIJUTMOHEP. . .

— A TBI MOJTYM, CTaphIii BOpoOeii! — Becesio KpUKHYI eMy ApOy30B. — TeOst 3T0 He Kacaercs. ..
Ny sydrme crional

— 4 norumaro. .. 1, KOHEYHO, TYT HU TP YeM... — YCIIOKauBasi caMoro cedsl, CKa3aJl UCIpaB-
HUK. — Ho Henb3s ke Tak, 3axap Makcumonuy, eit-bory!

— Jla monHoO. .. Opock! — mocajMBO MaxHYJ pykoil ApOy3oB. — Hy, rocrona... 3a ofgoneHue
cyrnocrara!

MuxaiinioB cujiel, IOTYyNUBIIKCH, M TOHKAsi PyKa ero, JieaBllasi Ha CTOJe, CUJIbHO APOXKaa,
Kak JaBeva.

— Cepesxa, — BOPYT THXO, NIEPErHYBILUCH K HEMY 4epe3 CToJ, cKkazan ApOy30B. — A BeJlb TBON
rpex... Beb Kajako?

MuixaiiioB ObICTPO B3IVISIHYJI HA HETO U OISATH MOTYIHJICS.

ApOy30B HECKOJIBKO BpEMEHHM CMOTpEN Ha HEro BJIAKHBIMU BOCHAJICHHBIMU T1a3aMu. [ToTom
MaxHYJI PyKOW M Kak Oy/ITo 1ipo ceOsi MpoOopMOTaI:

—D... KTo TyT BUHOBar? W BApYr 3aKpryall Ha Bech KIyO:

— Yenosek! [lammanckoro! Bosoku. .. xuBo! Jlaken Morya TOPOIUTMBO yOMpaiu pa3ouTyio
rocyjy, He cMesl TeperIsAbIBaThCs, U 10 UX JIMIaM HeJib3s1 ObLIO yraJiaTh TOUM I'PS3HOUM W JIMTIKOW
CIUIETHU, KOTOpasi 3aBTpa MPOCOYUTCS O TOPOAY U3 JaKeHCKUX ycT. ToBapuIM aabloTaHTa TUXO
TNIeperoBapuBaJICh U, OINISIABIBAsACh Ha ApOy30Ba, paciulaTUIMCh M ynuid. VIcpaBHUK TOACENT K €ro
CTOJTy ¥, MAIIIMHAIBLHO MOTUPasi cajheTKON MacIsTHOe MATHO HA MyHIUPE, TOBOPUIL:

MHoro 3a Bamu rpenikoB, 3axap MakCUMOBHUY, HO TaKOW UCTOPUU sI HE OXKUAAJ... 3HaeTe,
MOTYT BBIUTH HenpuATHOCTH... Ho Bce ke npeBocxogHo! OTKPOBEHHO roBOpS, UTO K€ 3TO Takoe!
S cam xoTen emy 3aMeTUTh. .. bapbIliHs, TpaBa... OH CMYIIEHHO OrJIsiHy/cs Ha Muxaiinosa. — Ho
HEeJb34 ke Tak. S cam ObUT BO3MYIIEH, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPSI. . .

— Byns Bpats! rpy6o ckazan emy ApOy30B U MpayHO TOBEJ Ila3aMH. — A, BIIPOYEeM, CKyYHO
TyT... Efem, rocriona, kKo MHe Ha 3aBoj, a?

B nBepsix mokasanach orpomHasi Tpy3Has (purypa JA0KTopa APHOJBAM C €ro OPUTHIM, KaK Y
CTaporo akTepa, JJMIOM U YMHBIMHU 3aTUTBIBIIUMH TJIA3aMH.

JokTop! — BocTopskeHHO 3akprudan ApOy30B. — Mubiii yesioBek!.. Enem ¢ Hamu!

— INoxanyi, — paBHOAYIIIHO COIJIACWIICS JOKTOP APHOJBIN.

U ckopo Bce, rpeMs CTYJIbsIMU U IIIYMHO TI€PeroBapuBasich, monum u3 Oydera. Yk mogymat
U TIONIeN 32 HUMH ¢ Ope3rMBBIM BUIOM. B Gydere ocTanuch TONbKO COBHHYTHIE CTOJNBI, 3aJUTHIE,
3a0pbI3raHHbIe CKATEPTH, OCKOJIKM TapesioK M OyThUIOK. JIaker IIyMHO 3aroBOPMIIM M 3aCMESLITHCh.

Ha nBope Obuta TemHast Houb. Hebo Tak u ropeno 3Be3gamu. CIbIITHO ObLIO, KaK TJe-TO BO
Mpake Mo3BaHuBaa OyOeHUInKaMu apOy30BCKasi TPOMKA.

— Tak Kto ezer, rocrofa? — Kpuvaja B TeMHOTe XMesbHOU ApOy3oB. — Cepeska, caauch co
MHOM. .. ¥ IOKTOpa Bo3bMeM. .. HaymoB!

— 41, mpaBo, He Mory... — Ope3MIMBO FOBOPUII HEBUAUMBIN YnK. — 3aBTpa Ha YPOK HAJ0 PaHo. ..

— Kakoii Tam ypok! — 3akpuuan ApOy30B, XBartasi ero 3a pyky. — Bpemis, He mymry! [Toegem
¢ Hamu!

— Hy, nagHo! — Tak xe Ope3riMBo, caM He 3Hasl 3aUeM, coriacuics Ymx.

CrpiHO OBLTIO, KaK 3a0peHYalti, 3aroBOpuiii OyOSHUMKY TEPBOM TPOUKH.

— Bbl Ha HOBBIX JIOIIA/ISIX 7 — MYHKTYaJIbHO OCBEIOMUJICS JUIMHHBIN Kpayse.

— Ha... Croii!.. Cepexa! — 3akpruan ApOy30B. — Xouerb nocMotpetsb?.. Kpacasiipl!.. Ctoii!..
[TaBen, npunepxu. .. Cepexa, uau ciona!
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BcenbixHys TpeneTHsli OroHeK CMYKM. M3 yepHOro Mpaka BbIABUHYJIWCH B psifl, KaKk Ha TpU-
yM(aTbHOR apKe, TPY YMHbIE MTPEJIECTHBIE JIOIIAAUHbBIE TOJIOBbl C TEMHBIMU araTOBBIMM IJIa3aMU U
CTOPOXKO IIEBEJISLIMMUCS YIIAMHU.

— CMoTpuTe, Bellb HE BBIE3KEHBI, UCITYTAIOTCS. .. — PABHOAYILIHO Mpeaynpe s nopyyuk Tpe-
HEB.

ApOy30B He otBeT1. OH XOMWII MO CaMBIMU MOPIAMHU JIOIIAeld U OCBEIIal WX CITMYKOH,
CIIOKOMHO U JIIOOOBHO pa3roBapuBasi He TO ¢ MUXaIOBBIM, HE TO CO CBOMMH JIOIIAbMHU.

— A, uro? I[lpaBna, kpacaBupl?.. OHU Yy MeHSl Tak M Has3blBaloTCA: 3T0 BOT Kpacorka, sta —
Kpacasuia, a kopennuk — Kpacaser!..

Boponasa KpacaBuiia 4yTkO KOCWJIa araToBbIM KpYIVIBIM IJ1a30M. KOpeHHMK Ipsi ymamu 1
MNEpECTymnaa C HOru Ha HOT'Y. BI/IIIHO 6I)IJIO, KaK HEPBHO ABUIaCTCA TOHKaAs, IIEPEITyTaHHAsA CETbIO TOYEC-
HBIX KW, OnecTsimas Koxa. TpoiKa cTosiia Kak BKOIaHHasl.

Criruka noryxnia.

— Hy, enem! — ckazan ApOy30B, IIBLIPHYB B CTOPOHY KpacHbiii yrojiek. — Caauch! Cepexa, Hy,
rotossl?.. [Tona He 3a6b11H?

— A TyT, TYT 1! — OTBETUJI U3 TEMHOTHI TOJIOC PHIKETO OATIONIKHY.

— MoxHo exats, Bce cenu! — oracuit kKopHet Kpayse.

— Hy, IlaBesn, Tporaii!

HesbleskeHHas Tpoiika, HE BUJMMasi B TEMHOTE, IIApaXHY/lach KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY, BBIPDOBHSI-
J1ach, HATSHY/Ia BOXKM U CO CMEXOM, TOBOPOM M CTOHOM OyOEHUMKOB TPOHYJIa MO TEMHOM, Oapxar-
HOW OT TbLJIK JIOpOTe.

Bce yckopsist 6er, rpeMst ¥ 3BeHsI Ha BCIO YJIHILY, B30yAOpaXUB COOAK, SKUIMAKU OIMH 32 APYTUM
3aBEPHYJIU 32 YToJl, M OBICTPO 3aMeJIbKAJIM 110 CTOPOHAM HEesIBHbIE OYepTaHUsI 3a00pOB, OeJlble MATHA
JIOMOB, LIEPKOBHEIE Orpalpl, IPU3PAKU YEPHBIX JEPEBLEB C PACIIPOCTEPTHIMUA PYKAMU.

— Iyckait, [TaBesn! — HeoXkUAAHHO KPUKHYIT ApOYy30B.

3aqHUM He TOoCTIeTh, 3axap MakcuMbId! — He 000paYnBasiCh, COJUIHO OTBETHII Kydep, CIIMHA
KOTOPOTO HEsICHO Mastumiia Bo Mpake. Ho, T07KHO OBbITh, OH MYCTUJT BOKKH, IIOTOMY YTO BHE3AITHO
3eMJIsl pBaHy/Iach Ha3ajl, KOMbsl CyXOW IJIMHBI OOJIbHO 3aChINaii €3[J0KOB, a BO3/yX, CJMBasi BCE B
4yepry, 3aryen 1 3aCToHal KpyroM. HerpepbIBHO U TUKO 3aIMIHACh OyOSHUMKH.

Topon cnian, u Gesble oMa ¢ 3aKPHITBIMHU CTaBHSIMU, Ka3aJI0Ch, C HEJOYMEHUEM U OCYKJICHUEM
CMOTpEJH Ha OEIIEHYI0 CKauKy.

Ha noBopoTe KpacHO# TOYKOI MEJIbKHYJIO OCBEIIIEHHOE OKHO U UCYE3JIO.

44



M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

X

Tam, Ha CTONMKE Y KpOBaTH, ropeia JiaMIia, W, BHITSHYB MOBEPX Ofiesyla CyXUe PYKH, JiexKas
crapblil mpodeccop MiBan MBaHosuy.

Jlamma TyckJ10 cBeTUsIa Ha KpOBaTh, a JaJIbHUE YIJIbl TOHYJIM B 3€JIGHOBATOM CyMpake, 1, Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO B 9TUX MIJIUCTHIX YIJIaX C TUXUM HEMPEPHIBHBIM IIETIOTOM TSHETCSl Kakasi-TO CTpaHHas,
TAMHCTBEHHAs paboTa, He BUAMMAS JTIO/ISIM.

WBan MiBaHOBWY HEMOIBUKHO CMOTPEJI B YTOJ, U, €CJTU ObI HE STOT B3IV, CTPAHHO CO3HATETb-
HBIT cpey BCeoOIIero CHa M MOJTYaHUSsI, €r0 MOXHO ObUTO ObI IPUHSATH 32 TPYI: OSCCHIIBHO JIeKaIn
BBICOXIIINE, MMOKPHITHIE HA CYCTaBaX MEPTBBHIMU Y3JlaMH PYKH, TOJIOBA, JTUIIOM BBEPX, TSKKO MpUAa-
BUJIA TTOYIIIKY, X OCTPBIMM YIJIAaMHU BbIJABAJIMCH U3-TI0]1 TPOCTHIHU KOCTH CKeJieTa.

MauieHbkas crapyiika ¢ 6eJIbIMU BOJIOCAMH THXO CIajia Ha COCeJHel KPOBATH U CIIAIKO MOX pa-
TbIBaJia BO CHE.

NBan MBaHOBUY cMOTpEJ U AyMaJl.

TonoBa ero Obia sicHa. MBICTh HalpsKEHHO W HEYCTaHHO padoTajia Bce B OJHOM KpyrYy.
ITamsaATs noacTasisuia He Te ciioBa, Ho MBan MBaHoBUY He 3amedasn 3toro. Korga Hamo ObUIO TOBO-
pWTh U TIepeaBaTh JIIOASIM O CBOUX CTPaJIaHMAX, ObUIO MyUYUTEIBHO, €C/IA MaMsITh 3aCKaKUBaa, U
CJIOBO, KOTOPBIM XOTEJIOCh BBIPA3UTh CTPAIIHYI0O MYKY, TOBOPWJIO CTPAHHYIO, CMEITHYIO HEJIeTIUILy.
BBUIO CTHITHO CBOEH IPSIXJIOCTH M YOOXkKEeCTBa, OOJNBLHO, UTO €ro He MOHUMAIOT, YTO HEBBIHOCUMOE
YYBCTBO TOCKH He TIepe/IaeTCsl, U Ha JIMIIAaX OKPYKAIOIIUX BUIHO TOJBKO cllaboe, TYCKJIoe COKaIeHHe.
Ho teneppr HUKTO HE CIyIIa ero, HUKTO He MPUTBOPSICS, YTO TIOHUMAET €ro JIeTleT, ¥ MbICTb, 0e3
CJIOB WJTA TIEPBBIMU TTOTIABIIIMMUCS HEJIeTIBIMU CJIOBAMH, padoTalia ¢ KeJIe3HOW CHJION.

Cwmeptb Obuta TyT. ViBan MIBaHOBUY 3HaJ, YTO KUTh OCTANOCh yxke HeMHoro. [IpaBaa, oH He
MpeacTaBis cede, 9To 3TO OyaeT uepes JieHb, [Ba. OH aymall TOJIBKO, YTO €My He JOXKHUTh IO CeH-
TSAOps, B KpaiiHeM cirydae — /10 3uMbl. HO B cpaBHEHWHM C KU3HBIO 3Ta CTpaIlHAasd TyMaHHasl OCEHb,
Ka3aJiock, ObIa yKe 3a JBepblo. A Kuil oH Tak goiro! OrnsapiBasick Hazand, ViBan ViBanoBuY BN
Oe3HavaIbHYI0 BepeHuIly JieT. OH OJHOBpPeMeHHO TOMHIJI ceOs MaJTbUMKOM U CTYIEHTOM, U CTa-
pbIM poeccopoM, UMHHO BCXOASAIIMM Ha Kadenpy. B TymaHHBII ¥ rpoMagHbIil y30p MyTaJIUCh
MUJUTHOHBI MEJIKMX M BaKHBIX (DAKTOB: keHUTHOA, €JMHUIIA, TIOTyYeHHAs] Ha 9K3aMeHe, KaHUKYIIbI
B JIEPEBHE, 3alllUTa IUCCEepPTallMU, BCTpeya ¢ MapKcoM, MOe3AKHU 3a TPaHUlly, TYMaHHbIE OUepTaHusI
Jlonnona, Ilapuxka, Hmo-I7IopKa. .. He ObUTO KOHIIA U cueTa cJIoBaM, BCTpeYaM, MBICIISIM U JIUIAM.
Ito ObLIa KaKas-TO KOJIOCCATbHAS TTAHOpaMa, TBUTABINASICS B TAMSITH CO CTPAITHOM OBICTPOTON B34
u Briepea. U Henb3st ObLIO TIPEICTaBUTh, UTO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIHEH BAPYT Bce 0OOpPBETCS M MCYe3-
HET, KaK JIONHYBIIAs JieHTa KuHemarorpada. Hactynut BOT 4To-T0 HEMOHSATHOE U YKACHOE, U €r0 He
cra”eT. B mupe oOpasyeTcs Kakas-To Hellernasi, He3aroJlHeHHasl IyCcToTa. ByayT MmoXopoHbI, MOTHIa
Y pa3JiokKeHHe. . . TIOJIHOe HeOBITHE, He BMEINAIasics B pa3yMe a0COMOTHAS ThMa.

Bce ocranercst mo-nipexkHeMy, Tak ke OymayT JHU U HOYM, OYIyT TOBOPUTH M XOIUThH JIIOMH,
Oy/IyT BOUHBI, BeJIMKHE OTKPHITHsI, HOBbIE TTPOPOKH, Oy/IeT Bce, YTO ObLIO, TOJBKO €ro OJHOTO He
Oy/ieT HUKOT/Ia.

Heyxenu u Torma kto-HuOyas Oyaet cmesTbes!

NBan VBaHOBUY BCTOMHUJI, HAPOYHO BCIIOMHWJI, KaK YMEP €ro OTell, CTapblii OTCTABHOM IOJI-
KOBHUK.

It0 OBLIO CTpaIHO J1aBHO. ViBaH VIBaHOBWY KWJT TOT/IA HA Jaye MO/l TOPOIOM U OBLIT MOJIOJIBIM,
3JI0POBBIM, JKU3HEPAJIOCTHBIM YesioBekoM. OH IMprexal Ha POAWHY OTIOXHYTh W, TJIABHOE, MOOBITh
MpU NOCIEAHUX MUHYTax oTiia. Ho BUAeTh BHIKUBIIIETO U3 yMa CTapUKa, HECKOJIBKO JIET CUJIEBIIIETO B
Kpeclie ¥ BOOOpa3uBIIIero ceost MoJIKOBOIEM B TO BpeMsl, KaK ero KOPMUJIU C JIOKEUKH MaHHOM Kalll-
KOM, OBLJIO CJIMIITKOM CKYYHO M TsDKeJio. B momuke oTiia Oblia 3aTxias, aymrHas atmocdepa 0one3Hu
Y OXUIaHus OJIM3KOro KoHia. Marh Tiakasa 1esblid IeHb, OTell KpruJyal KOMaH/IHbIe cJioBa W Opa-
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HWICS, OpbI3ras cimoHoi. ViBan MiBaHOBWY, C KE€HOUM U MaJIeHbKOH JOYEPBIO, MTOCENIUIICS Ha j1aue U B
TOPOJZIOK HaezkaJl Pe/Iko, OOJbIIIe U3 MPHITNYIHSI.

AX, o1a nava!.. JlyHHBIE HOUH, 3€JIeHbIE MATHA, KPACHEHbKOE IJIaThUIIE J0YepU, MeJTbKaBIIee B
KycTax... [lonumai i oH neny storo cuactesi? Het, He noHnmas!.. OHO Ka3ajuoch emMy Tak IpOCTO U
ecrectBeHHO. [lyman MBan MIBaHOBMY TOJIBKO O TOM, YTOOBI CKOpee MPOXUTH 3T JBa, TPH MecsLa U
exatb B MOCKBY, Ilie OH TOTOBWJICS 3aHATh Kadeapy. M korga npuspayHo cusijia CUHsIS JIyHa, KOraa
SIPKO U PaJIOCTHO I'PEJIO 30JI0TOE COJHIIE, KOTJa OHU C XKEHOW TI'YJISUIU B MOJIe MEXKAY POXKbIO, TIIsIIs
Ha SICHO MOTacaBIIyI0 U TOYHO OJIarocCIOBIISIONIYIO 3€MITIO TUXYIO 30pio, MIBaH VIBaHOBUY 1ymai He O
COJIHIIE, HE O JIyHe, He O )KU3HH, KOTOpasi €CTb M KOTOPOM KOTAa-TO He OyJeT, a 0 MporpaMmme CBOMX
JIEKLIMH, B KOTOPBIX JOJDKHA OblTa pa3BEPHYTHCS sIPKasi KAPTHHA JABHO MOTUOIIMX STIOX.

AX, ata nava!l.. BepHyTbcsl Ha3a, KAKUM-TO YyAOM COPOCUTH 9TU CYXHe PYKH, 3Ty CTPAIIHYIO
MacKy CeIH U MOPIIMH, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO HAISUIMJI HAa HEro, MOWTH B JIYHHYIO HOUb MEXIY TeM-
HBIX JIMII U BCEH T'PYIIBIO, M30 BCEX CHJI BJBIXaTh HOUHYIO CBEKECTb, ABIIIATh JKaJHO, CTPACTHO, 03
KOHIa. Huuero He Hafio: HU KHUT, HA UCTOPUH YeJIOBEYEeCTBA, HM U3BECTHOCTH, HU TYMAaHHBIX TOPO-
10B EBpOIIBL. .. TONBKO OBl TU HOTH XO/IWJIM, 9T PYKU HE IPOKAJIH, HE CIIE3UIIUCH IJ1a3a M He CTOsiyIa
Obl B TEMHOM YIJTy 3a TUIeYaMH HEOTBpPATHUMasi CMEpPTh.

I'motouvek yrcToro Bo3ayxa, Becesoe rpoOMKOe CJIOBO, OJJHA MUHYTKa O€3 CTpaJaHuil U Hampsi-
JKEHHOTO OKMIAaHWSI KOHIIA, ¥ 3TO ObLIO Obl TAKOE CYACTbE, TMEPel KOTOPHIM OCJICTTUTEIbHOE COJTHIIE
— HAYTO.

«Her, KOHUYEHO. .. BCe KOHYEHO. .. yMUPAI0. ..» — ayMai MiBan VIBaHOBUY, TYCKJIO TSI/t B TEM-
HBII yTOJI, T/Ie C TAMHCTBEHHBIM HIENIOTOM YTO-TO CTPOUJIOCH, CTPOMIJIOCH O3 KOHIIA.

Ho pa3ym oTkasbiBasicst MOHSITh, YTO TO TaK MPOCTO, KaK TOBOPHIIN OIBIT U 3HaHKe. KoHeuHo,
OpraHu3M MepepokAAeTCsI, MEPTBEIOT TKaHH, CEpAlle OCTAHABIMBAETCS, U YEJOBEK yMHUpPaeT. ITO
MPOCTO, KOrJla yMHUpAeT Jpyrou, HO oH, MIBaH MIBaHOBHY, 51, KAK MOXET yMepeTh?

OnsTh BBHIUIBUT JIeHb, KOTIA MPUEXaBIIKe U3 ropoja JIOMa i MPUBE3IN U3BECTHE, UYTO OTell
ymupaer. VBan VIBaHOBMY BCIIOMHMJI, KaKOH CTPaHHBIA XOJOJOK OXHUBJICHUsI MPOOekaT BO3Je
cepmia. Kak Oyaro kpoBb mobexarna OpiCTpee U sipue MOYyBCTBOBAIACH KU3HB cBoero Tena. Cpasy
CTaJIo He TO YTO BeCeJsio, a KaK-TO KYTKO JIIOOOIBITHO. Kak OyaTo YnCTOM, XOIOJHON BOIOW CMBLIO B
MO3TY BCE MEJIOUH JKM3HU, M OHA TMpeCTasa epe HUM BO BeCh CBOM IPOMaIHBIN POCT.

— Orer; ymupaet! — ckazan MBan MBaHoBuu xene. [Torom Obuta ObicTpast €31a, BETep B MOJIe,
BCEBO3PACTAIOIIEe YYBCTBO KYTKOTO OKHMIAHUS, 3HAKOMBIN TOPOIOK, CTapble JOMa, MbLIb U JIOIH,
UyIIMe Ky/a-To 1Mo CBOMM JefiaM. M Bo [BOpe BcTpeydaeT cTapeHbKasi POACTBEHHUIIA C 3aTUIaKaHHBIM
CMOPILIEHHBIM JINYUKOM:

— VYmep!

U emy craHoBHTCSI OOJBHO, CTPAIIHO, JAKe XOUETCs IJIaKaTh MPU MBICIH, YTO OH OMO3/al U
HUKOI/IA yKe He yBUAUT oTia. CTapeHbKUM, JOOPEHbKUM, OECKOHEUYHO MUJIBIM M OJTM3KUM TIpe[-
CTaBJIsIeTCSl OH. BOJIbHO KOJIET B cepiie, YTo MOYTH JBE HeJeIM OH OTKJIAIBIBAII ITOE3KY, & Beb MOT
elle CTOJIbKO BUJIETD €ro.

VBan VIBaHOBMY BXOAMT B TEMHYIO KOMHATY C ITOYEMY-TO 3aKPHITHIMU CTaBHSAMH. Eine B 3aie
OH BHJIEJI, YTO KaKHe-TO JIIOJH C el ero, Ternephb yKe JaBHO yMepIuM, yOpaiT JUBaH. 3auem? —
MesnbKaeT B Mo3ry MBana MBaHoBMYa, HO, HE ycrieBasi COOOpa3uTh, OH TOPOILIMBO BXOUT B CIIAJIBHIO.
W BXOOWUT B TOT MOMEHT, KOI/Ia 3HAKOMBIH, TOKE Terephb YK€ YMEPIIHid 1 3a0bIThIid, HO TOrJa elle
MOJIOAIOH KU3HEPAIOCTHBIN JJOKTOP OTXOIUT OT KPOBATH C OECCHITBHBIM JKECTOM: HUYETO He Tojiesa-
elllb. .. KOHelr!

VBan VIBaHOBHMY XaqHO CMOTPUT CKBO3b CJIe3bl, 3aCTUJIAIONINE I71a3a, U B CyMpaKe BUIAWUT Ha
CMSITOW MOKPOM MOAYIIIKE 3alIPOKMUHYTYIO 3HAKOMYIO, HO Kak Obl M HE 3HAKOMYIO TOJIOBY, C 3aKpbl-
THIMHU IJIa3aMH Y YePHOU JBIPOU PTa, MOJABSA3AHHOTO OeJioN caipeTKOM.

[Motom namsTh nokaseiBaet MiBany MiBaHOBUYY TPYII OTIA, CUISIINI B )KUBOM, TOIBKO HEMHOTO
OecCHTLHOM TI03€ Ha MOJTY, PSAZOM C KPOBAThIO ¥ KOPHITOM TeryIol Boapl. Cesiast ToJioBa CBECHIach Ha
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rpyab ¥ KayaeTcst. Kakue-To 6a0bl BCOBBIBAIOT PYKH B pyKaBa CTAPEHBKOTO MOJIKOBHUYBETO MYH/IUPA,
U PYKHU 3arHYTbI, KaK Y )KMBOI'O CTApOro YeJIOBeKa, KOTOPOMY TPYJHO IpOJe3Th B y3KKe pykasa. U
HEeJIb3$1 IOMYCTUTD, YTO OH YK€ He YeJIOBEK, YTO €CJIM €r0 MyCTUTh, TO OH IUICTTHETCS 3aThLIKOM 00
I0J1, KaK MEILOK, 4TO 3TO TosbKO Tpym. [Touemy Tpyr, korga 3To — oTel], cTapblil, BEYHO 3HAKOMBI
oter]? OH MPOCTO MPUTBOPSIETCSI, YTO HUYETO HE UYBCTBYET, HO C 3aKPHITHIMU IJ1a3aMU, C MEPTBBIM
TEJIOM, [IOKOPHO MEPEBAMBAIOIIMMCS B UyKUX PyKax, BCE BUAUT, CIBILIUT, YTO-TO 3HAET.

[Torom cros1, CyXOHBKOE TeJl0, HOTH, CBS3aHHbIE YUCTON cayiheTKOU, MepTBOEe, HEMOHSITHON
BAKHOCTBIO BaXXHOE JIMIIO, TUXOE MOTPECKUBAHUE OILIBIBAIOIINX BHICOKMX CBEUEH, HOUb 32 OKHOM U
MOHOTOHHOE YT€HHE CTAPUHHBIX CJIOB... CMepTh.

TomurHo. D10 Jaxe He CTpax, 3TO CTpaHHas1, BCE TEJIO BhITArMBaoIas TomHoTa. Kaxercs, HacTy-
MaeT Takasi Tocka, uro MiBan MIBaHOBUY He BbIIEPKUT. MBICIIU MeUyTCSl BO BCE CTOPOHBI, TOHST, CTH-
paIoT, Kak Momna’so, 3TH cTpaliHble 00pa3bl. BOT BX yk Kak OyATO U HET, HO CKBO3b OOMAaHYUBYIO CyeTy
MBICJIM, HAPOYHO U TIIETHO MpPHITaoIiel Ha MyCTSAKY, Ha TO, Kak cnut [lonuna ['puropreBHa, KoTo-
PpbIii yac, Kak Jiamra ropuT, YTO-TO YyBCTBYETCsl, IPOCBEYMBAET, KaK IV1a3a MepTBela CKBO3b CaBaH,
Y BOT OMSITh BBICTYIAET, IIUPUTCS, PACTET, HAMOJHSET BECh MUP... CTAHOBUTCS IYIITHO, CTPAIIIHO,
HEBBIHOCUMO. CMEpTh.

OHa TyT, He OTCTYIUT, He YIJET; 3TO paHblIIe MOXKHO ObLIIO HE [yMaTh, MOKHO OBbLIIO HAAESAThCS,
Terepb BCe KOHYEHO, C BEPHOCTHIO MAITMHBI MOAXOIUT OHA BCE ONMKEe W OJNMKE, TOYHO OTKpHITast
MOTHJIa MEIJIEHHO cama IOJI3eT K KpOBaTH, Ha KOTOPOM KOpYMTCs OT yxaca ViBan MIBaHOBHY.

Tocka noapIMaeTcsi BCe BBILIE U BbIIIE, OXBATHIBAET C FOJIOBOM, HEYEM JIbIIIATh, HAKOHE!.. Bee
TEJIO, BCS AyIIIa, KaX/Iblid HEPB TSHETCS U APOXUT. Ha/lo ckopee 4To-To BCIIOMHUTD, YTO-TO C/IENaTh.

Ho uto Bcriomunats? Yto cMepTh — 0OBIYHOE (PU3HMOTIOTUYECKOE SIBJIEHHE, YTO BCE YMPYT,
YTO KOrja-HUOYb STOT MOMEHT BCE-TaKH MPOKJIET, YTO ITO ellle He cefvac, 4To 00 3TOM He HaJo
aymarsb?.. YTo, BOIIPEKH 3[IpaBOMY CMBICITY, TAKOMY KEJI€3HOMY U SICHOMY, €CTb BCE-TaKH CIIaCEHUE:
BeYHasl, OeccMepTHast XU3Hb AyIIH. .. bor!

W crpamnas, ckadymas Mbicab BOpYyr nagaer. [Ipu3pak cMepTH oTcTymaer, pacTBOpssCh B
KAKOH-TO NEBYyY€eH, YCBHIIUISIOIEN MeuTe.

«Bor! — mymaer MBan MBaHOBWY, 3a/iepKUBast ABIXaHUE, YTOOBI HE BCITYTHYTh POOKYI0, CJ1adyIo,
KaK TayTUHKA, Hanexay. — boxe moit, bBoxe!.. Hy, uto Tebe crout! {1 3HaI0, 4TO CMENIHO U IIYIIO
MHE, CTapOMy YMHOMY YeJIOBeKY, rpodeccopy, Beputh B Tebs, kKak aepeBeHcKas Oada... A 3Haio,
YTO 3TO TOJNBKO Majonyire Moe. Ho, MoxeT ObiTh, Thl Bce-Taku ecTh... Tak moxanei ke mMeHs!
Mee crpamHo! Buauiib, Kak s My4aioch, a sl CTapblid OOJBHON YeJIOBEK, TAKOW JKAIKUM, KaJKUM
CTApUYOK |»

Or )asocTu K cebe MyTHBIE CJIe3bl 3TUBAIOT TYCKJIble I1a3a MiBana MIBaHOBHMYA, ¥ OH HAPOYHO
MOBTOPSIET 3TO CJIOBO, KaK MOKHO KaJlbue, KaK MOXKHO YHMKEHHee, UTOOBI pa3kaJoOUTh KOTO-TO.

«Hy, uro Te6e Mmyuntb MeHs1?.. X0Tb Obl y3HaTh! X0Th HeMHOTo! M craso Obl Tak XOpOIIIo. ..
S ymep Obl, HO He Tak *ke, He Tak yxacHo!.. I Hukto He monumaer!.. [TonmuHa ['puropreBHa. .. oHa
JKaJeeT MeHsI. .. KaK CTPAIHO U TPyCTHO OyAeT ei OCTaThCsl OMHOW U HUKOT/AA OOJIbIe, HUKOI/IA He
BUJIETb MEHsI. A BeJlb MbI IPOXUIIA BMECTE CTOJIBKO JIET ¥ JIIOOUIM ApyT Apyra. Ho u oHa He moHMMaeT
BCEro... efl Jlaxe TsKeIO0 co MHOW. MoxeT ObITh, sI CyMacIeInid, Kak oteri? MoxeT ObITh, MHE
TOJILKO KaXKeTCs, UTO 51 JIyMalo, a Ha CaMOM [IeJIe 3TO TOJILKO HeJIeTIbIiA, TITYIIBIA Open?»

W Bapyr reeTymas MpIClIb HAYMHAET OBJIaieBaTh FiIBaHOM VIBaHOBHMYEM: HUKOMY HE KaJlb €ro,
BCEM HaZI0€JI OH, JKAJIKUI, BBUKUBIIANA U3 YMa MOTYTPYII.

Ho Benp oH cTosbko crenait uisi Hayku. Terneps OH, KOHEUHO, JABHO OTCTAJI, Iepe3adblil MHO-
roe, HO ObLIIO BpPEMs — UMsI €ro MOJIb30BAJIOCh MOYeTOM. OCTAINCh €ro KHUTH, OOIIMPHBIE HCCIIEHO0-
BaHMsI 110 UCTOpPHHU YestoBeuecTBa. Jlioau JOKHBI ¥ OyayT ero moMHuTh. Y TakuM 00pa3oM OH Bce-
TaKu HE yMpeT.

Ha MrHoBeHue Kak Obl OTKPBIBAETCSI U3 THMBI JBEPh B SIPKOE COITHEYHOE YTPO: J1a, TEIO yMpET,
HO Jiynia ero OyJeT KUTh BEYHO B €ro KHUTax, B €ro BIUsHUM. [la, BOT OHO M ecTh, 3T0 OeccmepTue!
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Ho Ts5xenas aBepb 3aXJI0MbIBAeTCs C IIIyXUM CTyKOM. OMSATh IMyCTOTa M yXac: Aa, OyayT KUTb
KHUTY ¥ MBICJIY, HO HEe OH caM. A oH ympeT. YTo 3a esio CoKpary, 4To UM ero OBTOPSIETCS KCTaTH 1
HEKCTaTH KaKUMH-TO €My He U3BECTHBIMU JIOJJbMH, a CaM OH JIAaBHO CTHIJI I7e-TO B 3emuie? Pa3Be 310
6eccmeptre? D1o Hacmenka! MiBan MiBaHOBHMY ellle HE yMep, OH TOJIBKO CTap, a yXke U Tenepb Kakas
CBSI3b MEXY HUM U ero kuuramu? Jlyuiie Obl OH ¥ HE MUCAT UX COBCEM, HE JyMaJl, He JKeT JKU3Hb
HaJ OyMaro#, a JIplias, CMOTpesI Ha COJTHIIE, KOTOPOrO OH HUKOT/IA, HUKOT/IA yKe He YBUIUT OOJbIIIe.

A moxer ObiTh, U [lonuHa ['puropreBHa, 3TOT camblil OJMMU3KHIA YESOBEK, TOJMBKO CTapaeTcs
MOKa3aTh, YTO ei kayb ero. Ho Ha camoMm Jiesie Mexy HUMH yXKe HeT HUKAKOW CBSI3U: OH YMpET, a
oHa OyJieT KUTb, TyMaTh U 4yBCTBOBATh YTO-HUOYIb CBOE, HOBOE, B Y€M OH YK€ He IPUMET HUKAKOTO
yuactusi. I yepes aBa roga oHa OyeT BCIOMHMHATH €r0, KaK MOTy3a0bIThIA COH.

N B 31y camylo MUHYTY, KOrJa OH CTPAAaeT U BCEM CYILIECTBOM CBOMM MOJIUT O KaJIOCTH, OHA
AyMaer...

«Yro mymaer? Xotb Obl OH ymwupas nockopee?.. Ho storo He moxer ObiTh! PasBe moxer
KTO-HUOY/Ib JTyMaTh, YTOOB OH ymep!.. VI mymaeT, HaBepHOe, XOTh MHOI/A, J1a, Tymaer. f eie He
HACTOJIbKO BBUKMJI M3 yMa M HE HACTOJIBKO MCIYTaH, 4TOObl HE IOHMMATh, KaK 51 BCEM HaJoel, KakK
TSIKEJIO CO MHOM BO3UThCS. Beb 51 HAoJIOBMHY yMep Y HIKOMY YKe He HykeH. .. MHe ropa... yMu-
pats! bBoxe!.. la 'ocnonu! Yto xe Tol nenaenis? Benp Tol sxe Bunuibs! Heyskenu Tol He 4yBCTBYElIb,
yto Thl genaenis co Muoit!.. Kakoe yxkacHoe, 31oe neno! Benp s ymuparo, ymupao, yMUpAIo. . .»

WBan MBaHOBMY Jiekasl TUXO-THUXO, KaK MepTBbIM. TyCKJIble I71a3a HEMOABUKHO CMOTpEIU B
OJIHY TOYKY, HO B 9TOI HETIOABUKHOCTH, B STOI THIIIMHE, HUKOMY He CJIbIIITHASI, OCIIIEHO KPYTHUJIaCh TO
ocnabeBaroias, To MPOSICHSIOMAACS 10 XPYCTaIbHOCTH, TO BHIPACTAIONIAs] B KOIIMAP MbICIb. Llemnbiii
Xa0c¢ CJI0B, OpeOBBIX MPECTABICHHUM, YKACAIOMUI BUXPh OE3YMHBIX KPHKOB, KaJI00, IPOKJISTHA.

«3auem Twl 1am MHe kU3HB? 3HAYMT, BCEe ITO ObLIA TOJBKO JIOBYIIKA?.. I MOIOAOCTH, U JTyH-
Hble HOYM, W HAJEK/Ibl, U JTIOOOBb, U HAyKa... BCE 9TO TOJbKO MPUMAaHKa, YTOOBI 3aTSHYTh, 3aMa-
HUTH U PUXJIONHYTh HEU30eKHON My4nTeIbHON cMepThio!.. [la He xouy *ke s1! KTo nmeet rpaBo Tak
u3zieBaThcsl Hajlo MHOIM? Bynb ke Thl POKJIST cO BCEl CBOEU BCEIEHHOM, 3B€3/1aMHU, BEUHOCTHIO U
conmHnamu! Tel MpoCTO Kaskasi, 37100Hast APSHb, KOTOPOU I0CTABIISIET HACTaXJeHUEe MYYUTh U U3]e-
BaThCs HaJ| CIaOBIMU, O€33aIUTHHIMU JIIOIbMH, KOTOPBIE HUYEro He MOryT caenarh Tebe!.. S HeHa-
BUKY U npoksmHaio TeOsi! Twl 3TOrO X0Ten, Koraa moten Hajx cBouM Muposaanuem?.. Hy, u momy-
yai... pagyucs!»

Brpyr MBan MBanoBuY uctyrascs. 1 B 3Tom ucmyre ObUIO OMSITh YTO-TO, TOXO0XKee HA HATIEKTY.

«A BIpYyr B caMylo MOC/IETHIO MUHYTY OKQXETCsl, YTO BCE 3TO, B CYIIHOCTH, BOBCE HE TaK
CTpAIIIHO, a TIPOCTO, PA3yMHO U XOpomIo!.. MoxeT ObITh, HaJI0 MPOKJISCT STOT MOJIBII pa3yM, OTKa-
3aThCsl OT HEro W MPOCTOM IIIYNOW BEPOil BEPUTH B IMOIOB, B MKOHBI, B BOCKPECEHUE M3 MEPTBHIX U
KU3Hb OecKoHeuHylo?.. Boxke, Hy, Xoporto... mycTb! {1 Oyay Beputh, Oyay MOTUTHCS, Oyay JienaTh
BCE UTO YTOZIHO, TOJIbKO He yMHparth. .. W ymepets 6e3 a1oit Myku! Bengp oHa-To yx coBcem Tebe
He HyxkHa?.. Thl MOCMOTPHU Ha MEHS, KAKOW 5 KaJIKuK, clabblii CTApUYOK, coBceM OonbHOM!.. 1 u
TUIaKaTh MOTY... TIPOCTO Oyay IJIaKaTh W MPOCHUTH: [ OCrionn, MOMIITYH MeHsI TIO BEIMKOW MUJIOCTH
Tsoeit!..»

Kankasi, 6eccuibHast CIe3MHKA BBIKATUIIACH M3-TI01 APSIOIOro CTapyeckoro Beka. M B momHoM
CO3HAHUM, YTO BCE ITO HAMPACHO, YTO HUKTO HE TIOMOKET, HUKTO HE CMUJTYeTCsI M He YCIIBIIINT, ViBaH
VBaHOBWY 3aCTOHAJI TOHEHHKMM OECCUIIBHBIM CTOHOM.

— HBan MBaHoBMY, 4TO TeGe? — ceivac ke Mpo3Byvyall CTPAHHBIN KUBOW TOJIOC, U MaJIeHbKas
CTapyllIKa C Ce/I0W T'OJIOBOU MPUITOAHSIIACH HA CBOEW KPOBATH.

NBany MBaHoBHYy cTasio kb ee. BClo HOUb OHA HE CIUT, AECATKU pa3 BCTAET, MIOMOTAeT
NIepeBEPHYThCSI, TIOJAET TOPIIOK, YKJIaabiBaeT. 2Kaib ee, cTpaiiHo xaib!.. W crano 601bpHO: Bce-Taku
OHA CITUT, MOXET CIaTh, KOTJla OH MYYHTCSI, TOTOMY UYTO BCe K€ HE OHA YMUPAET, a OH.
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— Cmu, cnu, moxanyicra! — 3700HO W Kanpu3HO ckazan VBaH VIBaHOBWY, U CyXOHBKHE
KOCTSIIIKU €T0 MaJbIeB CKATUCh B OECCHIIBHOM, BOBCE HE Ha Hee HAIlPaBJIEHHOM pa3IpaxeHuu. — 51
MPOCTO XOUY BC... YCTaThb!.. A ThI cIiH, 51 T€OsI HE TPOTAIO. . .

— Yro TH BeIAyMbIBaelb, MiBan MBanerd!.. Hous!.. Criu myurie. Tebe criath Hajo.

— Kakoe te6e neno!.. OcraBb MeHs B nokoe!.. Tol paga Obl, YTOOBI 51 COBCEM HE... HE MPOCHI-
nasics!

U VBan MIBaHOBMY, YyBCTBYSI, YTO TOBOPUT HETPAB/Y, YTO MYyUHUT U OCKOPOJISIET ee, KOra UM
YK HE/IONrO OCTaJIOCh KUTh BMECTE, M He UMesl CHII yiepkKaTh Oe3yMHOE My4UTEIbHOE pa3apakeHue,
3aruiakasl. Cie3bl TOPbKO KaTHIIUCh TIO CTAaPEHBKOMY, C IMPOBAIMBIIUMCS PTOM JIMILy. BecrioMorHo
OOBHCIIN CEJIEHbKUE BOJIOCHKH.

U Ta camas MbIcib, KoTOpOit Oosiyicst ViBan VIBaHOBUY, MEJTbKHYJIA B TOJIOBE CAaMOT0 OJIM3KOTO
€My YeJIOBEKa, CE/ION CTapyIIKH, KOTopas MpOXuia C HUIM COPOK JIET, JIOOWIa ero, Kak Marh, KeHa
1 JIIOOOBHHMIIA, XKaJesa BCEM CEpALIEM U rOTOBa Oblla OTPYOUTh PYKY CBOIO, YTOOBI IOMOYb €My XOTb
HEMHOTO.

Mpiciib 9Ta ObUTa TEM MyUYHTENIbHEE, YTO UCXOMIIA He U3 CepAlla, CKATOro OECKOHEYHOM KaJlo-
CTBIO, HE M3 pa3yma, KOTOPBIH CTBIIMIICS €€, a U3 BCEro Tejla, U3MYyUEHHOTO OECCOHHBIMU HOYaAMH,
Karpu3amu OOJILHOTO U BCeil 0OCTAHOBKOM I'PS3HOM CTapUeCKON CMEPTH.

«[ocnogu, ma korga e koHell 3tomy!» — nogymana [lonuHa ['puropbeBHa, U el 3aX0TeI0Ch
MPOCTO NPUKPUKHYTh Ha HErO, HA 3TOr0 OECCHJIBHOTO CTAPUKAIIIKY, KOTOPbIA MOYEMY-TO CUATACT
ceOs1 BIIpaBe MYUHTh €e.

«Hy, myctb OH OoJeH, ycTh OH CTpafaeT, HO Beb U 1 ke He BUHOBarta B 3ToM!.. Beap 51 mory
TOJIKHYTh, KPUKHYTh, U OH UCITyTraeTcsi, Oy/eT JiexkaTh CMUPHO, KaK MOOUTHIA PeOEHOK, U TUIAKaTh OT
crpaxa... Kak Ol TO HU OBLIO, Kak Obl OH HU CTPajaJl, a JOIKEH ke OH TIOHUMATh, YTO MHE TSIKeJIO,
YTO 51 BCEM KepTBYIO JIs1 HEro!»

Ho crpanno, nmenHo notomy, uto ViBan MiBaHOBWY He MOHUMAJI, CEPOMIICS, OPIO3XKaT U IaKe
CYHYJI CYXOHBKMM M COBEPIIEHHO OECCHIIBHBIM KYJIa4KOM, CEpIIe €€ CMATYMIOCH.

— Jla He My4Yb Tbl MeHs1, JTJOKHUCH! — ¢ Tockol ckazasa [lomuna ['puropbeBHa.

— Ja, ToI X0oTena Obl, 4TOOBI s ckopee ymep!.. UToOBI Thl MOIJIA MITH K JIIOOOBHUKaM!.. A
HE yMpy... BO3bMY M He ympy... Hazno!.. Bot, Bugumb, — orBetus MiBan MiBaHOBUY €O 37100HBIM
CTapYeCKU-UAUOTCKUM M3JeBaTEIbCTBOM U BAPYT, TOPKECTBEHHO BBITSIHYB PYKY, TOKa3aJ €i KyKHIIL.

370 OBUIO TaK HEOKUAAHHO, CMEIITHO U XaJIKo, uTo [Tonuna ['puropseBHa MOYyBCTBOBANA, KaK
ropstare ciie3bl 3TMBAIOT Mia3a. OHa 4yTh He 3apblgajia TPOMKO, Ha BECh JJOM U, 3a0bIBasi CBOU 3JIble
M3MYYEHHbIE MBICJIH, TEPIIEIMBO ¥ MOJTYA CTaJIa MOABIMATh ero. ToIbKO B caMoi ITyOMHE TyIIH, B TOM
TEMHOM U JKECTOKOM TallHUKE, Ky/la OOUTCS 3arsHyTh pa3yM, IPOAO/Kala YIOPHO W OOJIE3HEHHO
HBITh HETEPIIEJIUBAS MBICIIb: «XOTh OBl YK€ yMHUpaJl ckopee!»

— Hy, moiinem, st TeGe momory, MiBan MiBaHoBMY! — cka3ajia OHa, CTUCKUBAsI 3yObl.

NBan MBaHoBUY HeO:xuAaHHO NpucMupes. Kakoi-To CKBEpHBIN TyMaH ClIETeN C €ro Mo3ra, U
BIPYT OH SICHO YBUJIEJ ¥ CBOE YOOXKECTBO, U CBOE OECIIpUIMHHOE, Oe3yMHOE pa3ipakeHne, 1 ee TaKoe
ke OAMHOKOEe, OeCCHIbHOE U MOKOpHOe cTpagaHue. OH Bech CropOMyIcs, KPOTKO OIUPAsCh HA Hee,
TIO/THSUICS M, IIATasICh, BECh OCJIBI, B OMHOM Oejibe, MaJICHbKUI U CJIa0blid, TIOBJIEKCs Yepe3 TeMHBIN
3aJ1 B MIEpeHION, IJie Ha HOYb CTABUJIOCH CY/IHO.

OH ObUT CyXOHBKHIA U JISTOHBKWH, KaK OIUIAHHBIA IBIIJICHOK, HO CTapyIIKe BCe-TaKu ObLIO
HETIOCHJTBHO TSIKeJI0. 3a/IbIXasich, OHA BOJIOKJIA €ro 1o KOMHaTaM. B pyke ee mpu3pavHo Imaranach 1
MeplIiajia cBeva, a 32 HUIMH, YPOAJIMBO KPUBJISSACH B KAKOM-TO MPaYHOM BecCesbe, TOUHO JIBA OTPOM-
HBIX, YEPHBIX MasIa, IIJTA 10 CTEHaM JIBE UX TEHH.

B nepenneii [Tonmua I'puropreBHa nocTaBuiia cCBevy Ha CTOJ, HUKE [IEPEXBATUIIA €TI0 KOCTIISIBOE
JIETKOE TeJIO U XOTeJIa PacCTerHyTh Oelibe.

Topsiuee 10 cre3 4yBCTBO JIIOOBU M KAJIOCTU K HEl U K cebe camMomy OOJIBHO CKMMAJIO CTa-
poe ymuparoree cepaie MBana MBaHoBHYa, KOTia OH, OMMpasich Ha Hee, Bojoumiics: yepes 3ai1. C
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MYUYUTETbHON CUJIOW TIOHSIT OH, KaK OHa JIIOOWT, XkajeeT U CTpajaeT U Kak oHU 00a HecuacTHwl. U
eMy 3aXOTeJIOCh NIPUJIACKaTh ee, cKa3aTh il UTO-TO HEeXHOe, TaKoe, KAKOTro JaBHO yXke He TOBOPHII
OH, CTapbIll CyXOW YeJIOBEK, eH, ceJJoi cTapou xeHiuHe. [IprkaTbest K HEll M 3arulakaTth TOPbKUMU,
TOPbKUMHU CJIC3aMH.

C TsKeIbIM YKOPOM TIOTHSIIACH €r0 CTapuecKas MBICIb Ky/Ia-TO, B TAMHCTBEHHYIO HeJocsTae-
MYyI0 BbICh. W eciii Obl MOXKHO OBLTIO CJIOBAMH BBIPA3HTh €r0 YYBCTBO, TEMHOE HEOO YCIIBIIAIO Obl
cJ1a0bIiA, eJie CIIBIIIHBIN YeJT0BEUYECKHUN TOJI0C:

— Bboxe moii, boxe, 3a yTo MbI cTpajaeM. .. [locMoTpu, eciiu He Ha MeHs, Tak Ha Hee. .. Y Bojo-
CHKH y Hee yKe celple, M MaJIeHbKasl OHa, U CTa0CHbKas, a BOT TAIUT MEHS. .. JIOOUT U kajeeT!..
Heyxenu Te6e He kanko Hac?.. Uto xe Mbl caenamu Tede?.. [ToMHUIIb, MbI OBLTA MOJIOZIBIE U 3[I0PO-
BbIE, U TaK K€, OOHSABILCH, XOIWJIU 10 KOMHATaM. .. I Toraa OblT CHUIIBHBIH, BHICOKHI, a OHA MaJIeHb-
Kas M MPKUMAaIach KO MHE, TOYHO S MOT OT BCEro CIacTU W 3allUTHTh... M BOT OHa cTana erme
crnabee, ¥ TOJIOBKA y Hee Tioce/eNia, M OHa yxke He muias [oss, a crtapas, crapas cTapylika, ¥ Terepb
OHAa TAILUT MeH4, a 4 cyiadee ee... boxe Mo, Boxe moit!

Ho 6eccuibHO ¥ HIUTOKHO 3aMUpaia 3Ta, HUKeM He CIIbIIMast xkajno0a repe] TeMHBIM Hello-
JBVDKHBIM JIUIIOM BEYHOT'O MUPOBOTO 3aKOHA, IMEHH KOTOPOTO HUKOT/IA HE Y3HAET YeJIOBEeK.

NBany MBaHOBUYY 3aX0TEIOCh He OBITh TAKUM XKAJIKUM, BCTPAXHYThCS, 3allaraTh CHJIbBHBIMU
KpenKUMHU HOT'aMH, BCE CIeJaTh CAMOMY TaK MIPOCTO M JIETO, Kak Jenait korma-t1o. M korga [Monuna
['puropbeBHa, mMaTasch OT YCUJIMIA MOJJIEPXKATh €ro CKOJb3sIIIee BHU3 TEJIO, CTapasiaCh pacCTeTHYTh
ero Oenbe, MiBan MIBaHOBUY ITpOOOPMOTAI, APOXKA OT CIIAOOCTH:

—Ilycru... g cam... mycru. ..

OH 1erisics ApoXanvMMy MajibllaMK 32 PYKH, IMyTal | Memail. [Jyxoe pa3apaxkeHue OrsTh
MoIHsUIOCh B Hel. ['oyioBa Gosierna, HOTH U PyKH JIPOKaId, a OH TSHYIL

— Ha ruoe te6e, [ocnonu! — ene ciepxuBas xenanue 6pocuTh ero, ropopuia [omuHa ['puro-
pbeBHa.

WBan VMiBaHOBWY He JaBasics, 0ECTOIIKOBO COBAJI pPyKaMH U CTPaajl OT CThIIa 32 CBOIO C1a00CTh
1 yooxxectBo. U pazapaxeHre My4dmio ero.

— Jla cam, cam... Hy, ocTaBb, pagu bora!.. UTto s Tebe cenan, 4To Thl MeHSI My4HIIb? — OOp-
MOTaJI OH, YyTh HE TJ1aya.

— s teb6st xe, [ocnonu! — ¢ 6ombio BeipBasiocs y [omuubl ['puropbeBHBI.

Haxkonerr oH ycesicst Ha CyTHO Y 3aTUX, MaJIGHbKUMN, CEICHbKUN U1 JKAJIKUI.

[Monuua ['puropbeBHa CTOsIIA HAJT HUM U kJ1aJia, C TOCKOW YCTABUBIIKICH B YTOJT BOCIIAJICHHBIMU
ycTasbiMu T1a3aMu. CBeda THXO BCIIBIXMBAJIA HA CTONE, ObLIIO TUXO U TIIYXO, U Ka3aJIoCh, UTO 3a CTe-
HAMHM STOW JYITHON MaJIeHbKOW KOMHATBI HUKOTO ¥ HUYero HeT. TaM BeuHast HOUb U MOJTYaHUE, U Ha
BCEM CBETEe TOJIbKO UX JJBOE, C UX MOCIICHUM Oe3bICXOHBIM CTPaIaHHEM.

A VBany VMiBaHOBMYY OBLJIO CTBIJIHO, YTO OHA CTOUT HaJl HUM. CTapasi MyXcKasi KOppEKTHOCTb,
CMeIITHasI U HeJlerlasi B yMUPAIOIIEM YesioBeKe, My4ria ero.

— Viigu, noxanyicra... Hy, yero Tel croums. .. Yiiau! — pazapakeHHO OOpMOTaI OH.

[Monmuua I'puropreBHA TSKENIO B3AOXHYJIA M OTCTYIWIA Ha3ajl, YTOOB eMy He BUIHO OBbLIO, HO
YTOOBI HE YITyCTUTh MOMEHTA, KOT/Ia YTO-HUOY/Ib TIOHAI00MUTCS.

JKenTeie HepOBHBIE MATHA XOAWIHN IO cTeHaM. TUIIMHA CTOsIa KPYroM, ObLJIO TYIITHO ¥ TOPBKO.
WBan MBaHOBUY GeCCHITLHO CHJIEN HA CYHE, U OCTPBIE TOJIbIe KOJICHU €r0 TOPYAJIH Y3JI0BATBIMU MEPT-
BBIMU KOCTSIMU. VI3pejika OH KPpSAXTeJ, HalpsArasi BSJIbIA OMEPTBEJIbIH KeTyI0K, U KPSXTEHUE ero ObLIO
KOMHYHO U KYTKO.

[Momuua I'puropreBHa 3agymaniack. OHa qymMasia O TOM, YTO BOT YK€ HECKOJIBKO MECSIIeB, Kak
HAYaJIoCh 3TO MEJUIEHHOE YMHUPaHUE, U OHa ObETCSl B MEPTBOM KPYTy, OCTaBJIeHHAsl BCEMH, pacTe-
psiBIIasicsi 1 OECCUIIbHAS.

«B KOHIIE KOHIIOB U s CBAMIOCh. .. A 4To Toraa Oyaer? Ha koro oH ocranetcs?.. Y Jlumsl cBos
KU3Hb, UyXKUM HET Jiefia...» — C XOJOTHBIM yXKacoM JiyMasia OHa U Kak Obl yrpoxkayia komy-1o. Ho
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ceivac ke BCIIOMHMHAJIA, YTO YTPOKATh HEKOMY: IyCTh ¥ OHA CBAJIMTCS, IyCTh eMy OyHeT elle Xyxe,
MyCTh YMPYT 002, yCTh MyKa MepeiieT Bce BOOOpa3rMble Mpeiesibl, OyAeT HEBHIHOCUMA, KPOMEIIIHA,
XyXKe CIUpaHusi KOXKHU C XKUBOTO, U Bce-TaKu OHA OyJIeT, U MpuaeTcs nepeHectu ee. Bee nmepenectu!..
W Tot, KTO cresan 310, HE OT30BETCS HU OJJHUM 3BYKOM U3 CBOEI'O BEYHOT'O MOJTYAHUSI.

— Ja xax e 310? Jla 4To e 3TO TaKoe, HaKOHel]! — CripalliBasia OHa, TYIIBIMU OT y:Kaca IJ1a3aMu
BIVISIABIBASACH B TEMHBIN YroJ 3a HIKapoM.

W Bpyr BcrioMHMIIa, YTO BCE MPOXOAMT: PAHO WIIM MO3HO TETIEPEIIHEE CTPaJaHUe CTAaHET yke
nponuisiM. KoHeuHo, kajKo... HO 3aTO, KaK OHa BBICITUTCS, ITOTOM Kak OyleT XOAWTH MO YJIHIIAM,
MOMJIET B TOCTH, OyAET ABIIIATD JIETKO, TOBOPUTH TPOMKO. .. AX, Kak OyzeT Xxopoio. XoTb Ob cKopee!

Bnpyr Mean MBanoBu 3aaBuraiics. U, mpesk/ie uem oHa ycresa yraiaTh, OH, TOPOIISICh, YTOOBI
OHa He IOMOraJia, CTaJl BCTaBaTh. XOTeJ NOATSAHYTh KaJIbCOHbI, YPOHWII UX U C TOJIBIMA HOTaMH, LIETI-
JISISICh 32 CYJIHO U €/1Ba HE TIOBAJIMB €T0, TSKKO PYXHYJI KOJIEHAMU Ha XOJIOAHBIM TBEP/bIi NON. XOTel
BCTaTh, HE CMOT U IIUIETIHYJICS HA YETBEPEHbKH, 3BOHKO IIUIETIHYB JIAJOHSMH IO TOJy.

— WBan VBanblu! — NpoH3UTENPHO KPUKHYJIA CTapyllIKa U KUHYyJach noapiMaTth. OHa NojixBa-
THJIA €TO IO/l MBIIIKH, HO CHJI HE CTaJIo, M OHA ONAATh ymycTuia. ViBan MiBaHOBUY ynupascs pykamu
B 11071, OECCUJIBHO XBaTaJiCs 32 Hee, 32 HOKKY CTOJIA, CKOJIb3UJI TOJIBIMH KOJIEHAMH M JKaJIKO-KaJIKO,
C MYYHTEJIbHBIM CTHIJOM OOpPMOTAJT:

— Hu... Huyero... g ceiiyac... yCTu... s caM... 3TO HUYETO. ..

W Bapyr Iommna ['puropseBHa BU3IIMBO, Kak OyATO Jasi, 3amiakaia. CTpaiiHoe rope 3aBblUio
B 9TOM YKaCHOM OeccriibHOM Tutade. OHa 0OXBaTHIa €0 CTAPEHBKYIO FOJIOBY 0OEMMH PyKaMU, TIpH-
’ana ero K cede, OMyCcTUIaCh PSIIOM Ha KOJIEHU M 3aCThLIA.

NBan VBaHOBUY, CTOSI Ha YE€TBEPEHbKAX, C FOJILIMU HOTAMU U TOJIbIM, CTAPYECKU BBICOXIIMM
3aJ10M, TOX€ NPUXKaJICs K HEM U 3aIljlakall HEC/IBIIIHBIMU APSAXJIBIMU CII€3aMHU.

B mienm okHa yxe mpoOMBasioch CHHEE MPepacCBETHOE CUsIHUE. TOYHO KTO-TO CBETIbIA HAKO-
Hell MOZIOIIEJ K TOMY JIOMY U 3aIJIsIHYJI B HETO MeYaJIbHBIMU HETIOHSTHBIMU [JIa3aMHU.
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XI

Bce Obu10 crHE Ha 1BOpe, a B MOJIe yke sICHEeJH JlajleKue Topu3oHTEL. Hebo cBeTeno, v 38e3/pl
TasUId B HEM MIPO3PAYHBIMU CEPEOPUCTHIMU CJIE3MHKAMH, TOTOBBIMH UCUYE3HYTh, PACTONUTHCS B TOP-
JKECTBYIOIIEH JIa3ypH, KOrJa HaJl TPAHbI0 3eMJIM TIOKAKETCS CBETIIOE 307I0TOE COJTHIIE.

Tpoiika ApOy30Ba, 1asieKo 0OOTHAB JIpyrve SKUMaXH, BCE elle CKaKaia 1o MOKPBIM OT POCHI
TIOJISIM.

Jluia MuxaiinioBa, JOKTOpa ApPHOJIBIN ¥ caMoro ApOy30Ba ObUTH cepbl U OJIeIHBI OT OECCOH-
HOH HOUM. B3pBIB MbSIHOTO OKMBJIEHUS yKe TIPOXOANI, U BCEM XOTEJIOCh CMaTh, ¥ HUKTO HE MOHUMAJT,
3a4eM, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI JIe:KaTh B YUCTOM TEIJION MOCTENM, OHU CKauyT Ha KaKOK-TO 3aBOJI, CTpa-
aasi OT YCTAJIOCTU M €/IKOTO MPEJPACCBETHOIO XOJIOa, OT KOTOPOTO JIMIA TOASPrUBAIOTCS MEJTKOM
PSIOBIO ¥ MyUHTEIBHO €KUTCS BCE TEIO.

Jlanexo Briepeau, mMo3aau, CripaBa U cjeBa TMraHTCKUM KPYroM pacCTUIIAIUCH 0TS U Bec yoe-
raj; Kpyxach, Hazaj. [IoOUThI pocoit Xyie® HEMOIBUKHO 3aCThUI, TOYHO CMal YyTKUM MpeayTpeH-
HUM CHOM, M Ka3aJics celbIM OT pochl. [1e-T0 crHen OECKOHEUHBIH Jiec, U OTTYyAa, TSKEJIO mMaxas
OTCBIPEBIIMMH KPBUIbSIMH, yXKe JIETeJI BOPOHBI, CTPAHHO JKUBbIE, KOT/IA BCE €Ile CIIUT KPYroM.

— Hy, 4t0... ckopo u? — paznpaxeHHO crpocuyl MUXaiioB U3-1oj1 OOBHUCIIMX TOJIei Oesoin
IIUTSATIBI, TSDKETIO IS YCTaIbIMU, HO BCE ellle MPEKPACHBIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— Ceiivac, KaK JIECOK MPOE/IEM, TYT SIPOM... BEPCTHI TPU OCTAJIOCh, — OTBEYAN Kyuep, MOBOpa-
YKBasi K HEMY YCTaJIoe, HO IO CTPAHHOCTH PaBHOAYIITHOE JIMIIO.

— Yepr ero 3Haer, U 3a4eM MbI Moexanu! — Ope3nMBO 3amMeTHs1 MUXaijioB, U eMy CTajio
Ka3aTbcsl, 9T0 ApOy30B HAPOUHO BBIIYMAJI 3Ty MOE3KY, YTOOBI IOMYYHUTD €TO.

JloKTOp ApHOJIBAM MOJTYA, MOJIOKUB CKPELICHHBIE PYKU Ha MaJIKy, CUJeJ, Kak KaMEeHHBIH, U
TOJILKO OT TOJTYKOB KHIIAKa HEPOBHO Kadasl OOJIBIIION TSKEJION TOJIoBOM. ApOy30B TOKE MOTUYAI U
MPUCTATBHO BIVISIIBIBAJICS B IOJIsI CBOMMH YePHBIMU BOCTIAJIEHHBIMU TJ1a3aMHU.

Ho korna B Bo31yXe pa3ivirch po30BbIe KPACKH yTpa U MoJis elrie OoJblIiie IOOesesTn OT pOCH U
TYMaHOB, KOI/Ia BO3YIIIHON YepTOi 3aCHHEI, IPpeXk/]e YepHBIH, JIeC U T/Ie-TO AajeKo, Ha Kpaio ropu-
30HTa, 30JI0TOM 3BE3[JOUKOM 3aropesiach IJaBKa KaKoR-TO EpKOBKH, ApOy30B BAPYT 3acMesiICs, TO/-
HSUJT TOJIOBY M KPUKHYJT YAQJIBIM OecIadariHbIM rOJI0COM:

— Yro *x BB, uepty, npuyHsln?.. [1aBesn, Baiy, kapb. .. IPUCTSIKHBIE, BCKayb!.. Oro-ro, xaps!

OH noBepHYJ1 K MUXaiJIOBY CTPaHHBIM OJIECKOM 3aropeBIIIHecs I71a3a U KPUKHYJI:

— DX Thl, Xy/I0OXKHUK. .. [JISAM, a BefIb 9T0 Bce Moe!.. BOH, MoKa r71a30mM XBaTUT. .. ¥ Jiec, ¥ ToJis,
u crenb — Bee Moe!.. Hamma 3emuist, apOy3oBckast!

— Hy, Tax 4uro %? — npe3puTesbHO cripocu MUXaiioB, 4yBCTBYs, 4TO ApOy30B YEM-TO XOUYeT
3aJIeTh €ro.

— Ha, GpaT, MUY KapTUHBI, CTAPAKCS. .. TAMSATHUK ITOCTABSAT. .. & 3eMJISI-TO MOSI. .. Ha KOTOPOU
MaMSITHUKY CTOSTh OymyT! — Kak OyATO Apas3Hs U B caMoM Jielie, ipoaokai Apoy3oB. — Bee moe. ..
TOJILKO CYACThsI HET! — HEOXKUIaHHO MPUOABIII OH U OelieHo 3akpuyait: — [aBern, croit! He Buauib,
AypakK, OTCTANH. . . TIOAOKAATh HAIO!

Tpoiika, B3pbIBasi 3eMJIIO U CasICh, OCTAHOBHJIACh. XOPOM 3aBOIMUJIN U JIONTO HE MOIJIM YCIIO-
KOMUThCSI OOVKeHHBIe OyOeHunKu. OT Jiolaaei CToj00M BaJIWII TIap, YKe PO30OBBIM OT 3apH.

Czaau mocneBasy J1Ba JPYTryxX SKHUIAXa, YKe CIbIITHB ObUTH KPUKH, U KTO-TO, KPACHBIN B TIEp-
BBIX JIy4ax BOCXOJSILIErO COJTHIA, MaxaJl (pypakKom.

DKUMaKM HAJIETENTN C33/I1, CHETWINCh KOJecaMH U cTasid. Bce TpoMKo 3aroBopwiii, 3aKkpu-
yanu, 3acMesiich. CTasio BOPYT BECENIO U JIETKO OMSATh. YCTAJIOCTh MTHOBEHHO Hcuesna. SIpkoe cBe-
’ee yTPO BOIILIO B AyIIU MOJIOAOH YAAJIbIO.

TosbKO pHIKHMIA OATIONIKA, COBEPIIEHHO M3MYUYEHHBIH, C TIOBUCIITMMU, PA3MOKIIMMU KYIPSMHU,
Opro3Kall M KaJIOBAJICS:
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— Hanpacho noexanu. .. Yl monaapst OymeT 6ecriokouThes. .. Bor 3HaeT, 4To BeIyMaJH. .. BOBCE
Jlake He OCTPOYMHO!

— Yt0? — cipocmit ApOy30B, TSKEJO TIOBOPAYMBasi K HEMy MpavHble KIyque I71a3a.

— Hampacho, roBopio, noexai s, ¥ IONabs. . .

— A, nonanps? — OermieHo 3a0pai ApOy30B, HAJIMB KPOBBIO BOCMAJIEHHbIe OEJIKH, — a KaKOro
yeprta Thl BBsi3asics .. [lonanea? Hy, u crynaii k nonagpe!.. [lomen, Bbuiass!

Poixuii Gatiomika ucryrascs u 0Ouaesncs.

— Jla 910 X ... TOJBKO rOBOPIO. ..

— A, roBOpHIIIb? — C HETIOHATHOM 3710001 opast ApOy30B, HUKOTO He ciyiast. — Hy, u crynai. ...
mapii!.. [TaBes, ronu ero B 1iewo!

— Bbl 103BOJIBTE, C AYXOBHBIM JIUIIOM TaK 00. ..

— 41 TeGe roBopio! — GellleHo He KPUKHYJI, a B3BU3THYJI ApOy30B U TIO/THSIT Haraky.

Bartiomika noomneaHen v, CMUPEHHO, OECIIOMOIIIHO OIIS/IBIBASICh HA BCEX YMOJSIIOIIMMH TJ1a-
3aMHU, MOJIE3 U3 KUIMAKA U OCTAHOBUJICS HA KPAIo IOPOTH.

— IMaBen, Tporaii! — kpukHy1 ApOy30B.

— Hy, uto THI Jenaemnb! — HeTOBOJIBHO 3aroBOprJI MUXaiiJIoB.

— Kymneueckoe camonypcTBo. .. — Ope3rBo mpodopmoTan Ymk.

ApOy30B MpavHO M Kak OyATO BBUKMAIOIIE CMOTpes Ha Muxaiiiosa.

— A KTO He XOYeT. .. — MEIJIEHHO U TPO3HO IIPOTOBOPUJT OH.

W Bce 3amomuanu. Tombko JOKTOp ApHOMBAM OBICTPO B3MISAHYA Ha ApOy3oBa 1 MuxaiijoBa
CBOMMH YMHBIMU IJ1a3KaMu, 1a HaymMoB paBHOmyIIIHO nokaut miedaMu. OcTaibHble CMOTPEIH B CTO-
POHY.

Jlomany TpoHyavch. Pokuii OaTiommka cToj0oM CTOSsUT y Kpast JOPOTH U C TIONHBIM HeIoyMe-
HUEM CMOTpeJ, KaK YIaJISIUCh SKUIAXU U TasId B IPKOM CBETE BOCXOJISIIIETO COJTHIIA.

[ToTom OH pacTepsiHHO pa3Bell pyKaMH U momies ciefoM. [1oToM OCTaHOBUIICS, CHSLT NUTAITY U
MIPOBEJT PYKOH IO BOJIOCAM, TOYHO MPUXOPAIIMBAsICh Tiepe]] UcroBeabio. [IoTom onsTh moren Ha3as,
MIOTOM BIEpe]] ¥, HAKOHEIl, MeJJIEHHO MIOOPEJ 10 CTapoy A0pOore, CMEIIHO MOAbIMAs PSICY ¥ IOKUMast
TUICYaMH.

— Ckanpan! — COKpyIIeHHO B31pIXxall OH. — ['oBOpwmIIa monaps: He CBs3bIBaiicA... BoT 1o ee
1 Boiwio!.. [lozop!

V3ke Korjia COBCeM B3OIILIO COJTHLIE U 3arOPEJUCh OTHSIMU, PO30BBIMH, TOIYyOBIMU U KEJITHIMHU,
OMBIThIE POCOM IJIETHU, KPBHIIIHA U KOJIOIIIbI, OH BOIIENT B KaKyl0-TO JEPEBHIO, KOTOPOI HOYBIO Jake
HE MTPUMETHIL.

Prrxmii Gatromika ObUT CTpantHo u3MydeH. Ha MOKpele carnoru Hacesna rycras cepasi JOpoKHast
nbUTh. Psica 10 KoJieH Oblla MOKpast, XOTsI OH CTapaTesIbHO, KakK OaphIIIHS TIaThe, MO0UPa ee OTHOM
pykoii. Jlutio ero, ¢ ooBucIel 6GOPOIOH M BOIOCaMU, TPSA3HOE U cepoe, ObUIO0 CKOH(YKEHHO U pac-
TEPSIHHO.

Baba, Opagiiast Bomy B KOJIOJIIE, OCTAHOBHIJIACH M CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero.

«Ko cBaTBIM MecTam mpodupaeTtcsi, BUIaTh!» — nogymasia oHa ¢ OnaroropeHuem. Kyuka Mmysku-
KOB CHSUIA IIAIKH.

ToJBKO K MOMYHIO OH 100paJIcsl B TOPOJ Ha KPECThSHCKOMW TeJlere M ceivac ke Clier B IOCTeNb
OT YCTaJIOCTH 1 0OUbL. A K Bedepy BeCh rOpOJ TOJIBKO M TOBOPHII, UTO O HOBBIX apOy30BCKHMX CKaH-
aanax.
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XII

Bbi1 TOT Becesbiid yac, KOorja kapa ele He HACTYIWJIA, U JIETHEE COJTHIIe CBETUT SIPKO U YHCTO,
Kak BeCHOM. B camy ObIO ele paHHee yTpo, paocTHOE, JIerKoe, Kak OyATO B3BOTHOBAHHOE CBETOM
Y TIPSTHBIM, POCUCTBIM TETUIOM.

BonbHast cuziena B Kpecie y OKHa, pacCKphITOrO BO BCIO IMPUHY. BMmecTe ¢ unCThIM, elie He
KapKUM BO3/1yXOM IIMPOKOH BOJIHOM JIMJICS B KOMHATY 30JI0TOH CBeT. B cBoem Oeniom riathe Ha
OeJbIX MOAYIIKAX ¢ OJeHBIM JIMIIOM M TEMHBIMH TJIa3aMU OOJIbHASI Ka3aJlach XOPOIIEHbKOM U TPH-
HapsSDKEHHOM, KaK Ha Mpa3/IHUKe.

Ona uyBcTBOBaJIa ce0s1 xoporito. HouHble 6011 yTUXIIH, U clladoe U3MYyUYeHHOE TeJI0 HEXHIIOCh
B MATKOM yTpeHHeM Teruie. CosHIle KJIaao 30JI0Thle WI'PAIOIIUe MATHA HAa YKMCTHINA TOJ, Ha Oelibie
TMO/IYIIIKH, Ha OeJIble CTeHBI, M JaXKe MPS/Ib BOJIOC, MATKUX U C1a0bIX, Kakue OBIBAIOT TOJIBKO Y CMep-
TEJIbHO OOJIBHBIX MOJIOIBIX JKEHIIMH, Ka3aaach 30JI0TOM.

BonbHas THXO 1eBesia najibliaMu, TOUHO HAauTphIBajia KAKOU-TO, €i OHOM CJIBIIIHBIN, MOTUB,
1 OreHOM cmabol yIbIOKOW OTBeYasia He TO CBOMM MBICIISIM, HE TO SIPKOMY CHHEMY HeOy, IIMPOKO
Y BBICOKO pacKUHYBIEeMycst HaJ caioM. Eil xoTenoch BCTaTh, 3a0bITh O 00JIE3HU U C1a00CTH, HAJETh
JIETKOE BECEJIOe IJIAThe U CO CMEXOM yOesKaTh Ty/a, B IITyOb 3eJIEHOTO Cajia, Iie HeMPEeCTaHHO UTPaJIH
THICSTYM COTHEUHBIX 3aYMKOB, CBEPKAJa poca U, elle BIaXHbIe, HO ykKe MPOo3payHble, Tasid TEHH.

U cTpanHO, B 3TOM *keJlaHuH, KOTOPOMY OHA cama yJbI0asiach KPOTKOH, CJIOBHO M3BUHSIIOIIEHCS
YJIBIOKOM, KaKyI0-TO pOJib MIpajia rpy3Has yrpiomast (purypa JIoKTopa ApHOJIBIN.

C Tex nop Kak, OoJibHAs1, OHA TIpUeXajia yMUpPaTh Ha POAMHY U OTOIUIM SIPKHE BOCHOMUHAHUS
npexHer OypHOU KU3HH, CTPAIIIHO M THXO Cy3UJICs ee MaJleHbKMI MUpOoK. [locTens, Kpecno y OKHa,
JOKTOpP, aKKypaTHO U MOJTYa MPOCHKUBAIOIIUI C HEIO IIe/ble Yachl, HATIOMHUIMA €€ CyIIeCTBOBAHUE
Y CTaJIM TaK Ke 3HAUYMTEIbHbI U BAXHBI, KaK MpEX/Ie CIeHa, IIIyM, TOBOP, TPECK alUIOANCMEHTOB,
MBSHBIN BO3IyX OAJIOB M pECTOPAHOB.

BonbHO# Ka3anock, 4To 3T0 OBUIO CTpanIHO JaBHO. ['opa3nio paHslie, yeM TO Jajiekoe BpeMms,
KOTJja e1ie F’MMHA3MCTKON B KOPMYHEBOM I1JIaThe OHA XOAWJIA M0 STOMY Caj1y, TOTOBUJIA YPOKH Y 3TOTO
OKHA U T0 BeyepaM Oerayia Ha OyJbpBap ¢ KAaKUMHU-TO, TEMephb yKe COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bITHIMU, TMMHA-
3UCTaMU.

Kak mHOrma nocne cnekrakis, ycrexa, OypHOro yKrHa ¢ [IaMITaHCKUM, KPUKaMU U KOMIUIU-
MEHTaMH, HayTpO OHA HE MOIJIa BCIIOMHHUTb, YTO OBUIO BUYEpa, U BCE MPEICTABISIIOCh €l TOJBKO
KaKUM-TO SIPKMM TISITHOM, TaK W Telepb, OYHYBIIMCH OOJILHOW, OMMHOKOM, YMHUPAIOIIEH B CTApOM
J0oMe, OHa He MOIJIA SICHO MPE/ICTABUTh cede MPEKHIOI KU3Hb U CKOPO TIOUTH 3a0bLia ee.

TosbKo MHOTIIA B TPYCTHBIE Beyepa, KOrja HaJl caJjoM racja rnevaibHasi 3apsi U B XOJI0/e TUXOTO
Bevepa sIBCTBEHHee 3BYYaJl IIeTOT CMEPTH, OHA HAYMHAJIA BCTIOMUHATD.

BricTynanu u3 BeuepHero cympaka ¥ HaKJIOHSUTMCh K Hel KaKue-TO JIMIA, 3aKUrajIvich Onef-
HbIE IPU3PAKHU OTHEH, U3[jaJIeKa JJOHOCHITUCH eJie CIIBIIITHbIE B3PBIBbI AIUIOAUCMEHTOB, HESICHBIE 3BYKH
MY3bIKH 0€3 MOTHBA. .. KTO-TO YepHbIi 0€33BYYHO BHICTYTIAJ U3 TOJIIBI TEHEW U, KIaHSSCh, TIPOTSTHU-
BaJI BEHOK. .. flpye BCIOMMHAIMCH KaKue-HUOyIb MEJIOUM: TO KaK OHA eJjBa He yraJja, KOrja, 3aBep-
HYBIIMCh B KPacHBIW IU1all Haroi >)KMOBaHHbI, BXO/AWJIa B KAPTOHHBIN 1IATEpP, TO MOE3[KA HA OCT-
POBa, TO 3BOH pa3doMTOro OOKaa, TO yroJIuBas yIsl00uKa CTaporo aHTperpeHepa, K KakI0MYy CIOBY
MIPUTOBAPUBAIOIIETO: TOMYOYIITKa MO, J1a pa3se s... Kakoi-Hulypb skect, kakoe-HUOYab CIoBo. .. Bee
pa3ouTO, paccesiHO, KaK KJIOUbsl pa30PBAHHOTO SIPKOTO Beepa.

Bce 310 mporuio u HUKOrAa He BepHETCs. TONMBKO Tak CTPaHHO M HEMOHSITHO, YTO CTOJIBKO
ryma, Oecka, IBYKEHHS JIMI U CTpacTel 3a0bUIoCh TaK CKOPO M HE MMEJIO HUYero OOIIero ¢ TeM,
YTO JIeJ1aJI0Ch Ternepb, Ha Mopore OJIM3KOM U cTpalHoi cMepTH. 1 Kak-To AWKO OBUIO MPECTaBIsATh
cebe, 9TO UIMEHHO 3TO OOJIbHOE, cl1ad0e, HACKBO3b MTPO3PAYHOE TEJIO TO CAMOE, KOTOPOE BHI3BIBAIOIIE
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OOHAKAJIOCh, OTAABAJIOCh, OECCTHIIHO COAPOTayioch B IPyObIX JKMBOTHBIX JIACKAX U JIOMAJIOCh Ha TOJI-
MOCTKaX CIICHBI.

«Kak Oynro Bce 310 OBIIO HE HacToOsIIee, Jymaaa OojibHasA, — Kak OyATO Kakas-To Jpyras,
Aep3Kasi, CIaJOCTPacTHAs M IyCTasl XKEeHIMHA Opajia HapoKaT Moe TeJIo M Tperaia ero 1o CIeHe U
KpoBarsM. U 51 He Mory Terniepb Jake MOHSATh, 3aUeM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA 3TO Jiejaia, Kakasi paiocTh
Moria ObiTh B 3TOM? 3aueM ObLIO CTOJIBKO CTPajiaTh, BOJTHOBATHCS M PAJIOBAThCs, €CIIU TETepb, B
TNIOCJIE/IHME MUHYThI, OKa3bIBAETCSI, YTO ITO ObLT TOJIBKO IMAIBHOM Opejl, a caMoe BaKHOE, EIMHCTBEH-
HOE, YTO 3HAYMTEJIBHO U CEPbE3HO, BOT OHO — MOAYIIKA, 00U, My4UTEIIbHBIC O3bIBbI, THXHE Beuepa
y OKHA, MPauHbIi IOKTOP. .. cMepTh! CTOMIIO OBl )KUTh TaK, €CJIM Obl IMEHHO TeTepb BECh ITOT OJIECK
1 1IIyM coOpaJicsi Obl B OIVH OTJTYIIUTENbHBIN (hefiepBepK, OCIENUTEIHHO CBEPKHYII U YHEC U3 JKU3HH,
6e3 rpyctd 1 0011, YTOOBI M HE 3aMETUTh HUYero!..»

BbI 3HaeTe, MOKTOp, CKazasa OHA OIHAXbl MOTYAIMBOMY JIOKTOPY APHOJBIH, — BE/lb 9TO U
ObLIa KWU3Hb. .. KUtk ke!.. 3HauuT — Bee!.. [IJist 3TOro-To S ¥ pOIMIIach, Il TOTO Pociia, MeUTaa,
6opoJiach, U3 ICBOUKHM NMPEBPATHIIACH B )KEHIIUHY, B aKTPUCY. .. CKOJIBKO MOTpayeHo cui!.. A Terephb
OKa3bIBaeTCs, UTO... 3HaeTe, Kak OyATO s1 coOMpasiach exaTh Kyaa-To, XJIONOTala, YKJIaJbBajach,
cepausIach, a MOTOM IpUexajia Ha BOK3aJl, U Moe3] ceiuac OTOMET, a 51 Bce 3a0blia, Habpasia Kakux-
TO IYCTSIKOB, M CAMBIX BaXKHBIX, COBEPIIIEHHO HEOOXOAMMBIX BElllel CO MHOW W HeT... U He To s
roBopio!.. 9To ropasjo yxacHee, U Bbl HE IToMMeTe MeHs !

Her, s noHnmalo, — Kak Bceraa, TMXO U YHbLIO, OTBETHJI JOKTOP A PHOJIBIN.

W nipu BocrioMuHaHWK O HEM THXasl yJIblOKa Tporasa ryosl OonbHOM. Eif Kazanock, 4yTo Hepas-
TOBOPYMBBIN, YIPIOMBII JIOKTOP JEHCTBUTEIBHO MOHUMAET €€, KAK HUKTO HHUKOrjAa He noHumain. U
Yy/IUJIOCh, YTO UMEHHO B 9TOM ITOHMMAHUK U KPOETCS TO, Yero HUKOT/IA He ObLIO B €€ )KU3HU.

Eii npuxoauia B roJIOBy IIAJIOBJIMBAsi, TPOraTesibHasl B TAKOKM MPEKPACHON, YMUPAIOIIEH KeH-
IIIMHE MBICTIb, YTO eciii Obl OHa ObLIa, KaK Mpek/e, 310poBa U Becesa, oHa pa3Oyauia Obl 3Ty yrpio-
MYIO JyIIly, YBJIEKJIa Obl €ro U ajia Obl eMy BCE TO CUACThe, KOTOPOE M0 KYCOUKaM pa3iapuia MHOTHM,
MYCTBIM ¥ HHYTOKHBIM JTI0fIsIM. OH, CKPOMHBII TPOBUHIIUAJIBHBIN JIOKTOP, Y HE 3HAET, KaK 000JIbCTH-
TeJIbHA, Haps/IHA, MHTEpPEeCHa ObIBAaeT KCHIIMHA M KaKue HACJAXJCHUs OHA MOXET JaTh. SIpKuMu
OTHSIMU 3aropenach Obl ero OUHOKast kKu3Hb. Kak Ob1 oH moow ee!.. U He 1uis cebdst eit ObLUIo Kaliko,
YTO TEJIO ee YKe He MPEKPACHO, UTO HAroTa ero He OCJIeNUTeNbHa, a CTPAIITHA.

— Ilozano!

Ho Bapyr 6ombHast nogymMasia, 4to Toraa oHa cama Opocuiia Obl €ro, TOTOMY YTO He YIIOBJIETBO-
puita Obl ee CKPOMHasl JKU3Hb U JIIOOOBb Oe3 Oecka 1 Mo3. DTO TOJIBKO Tenepb, OTOMY YTO CMEpPTh
OJ1M3KO0, OHA [yMaeT O TOM, MUMO Yero Mpexk/ie Mpomuia Obl ¢ IPe3pUTETbHBIM CMEXOM.

— Tak, 3HauMT, 51 ¥ IOJKHA ObLIA )KUTh TakK, Kak xkuia... CtpaHHo!.. 51 ke sICHO BUXKY, UTO Ta
KHU3Hb ObUIA HE HACTOSAIIEH KU3HBIO. .. @ BRIXOJWT, YTO APYroi v ObITh He Momio. [louemy xe 310?
Kakas crpamnas nyranunal

ToNbKO YTO TaK SICHO MPEJCTABIISIIOCh, YTO €CJIU Obl MOKHO OBbLIO HAyaTh KUTh CHAaYaJla, BCE
OBLIO OBI [O-JIPYTOMY, a CTOMJIO TOJIKO BAYMAThCSI B KQXK/IbIii MOMEHT OT/ICJILHO, M OKa3bIBAJIOCh, UTO
Bce ObLJIO TaK, Kak He MOIJIO He ObITh. U i cTasio kajb u ceOs1, M IOKTOpa, ¥ BCeX JIOJIEH, Iy TAIOIIUXCS
B KaKOM-TO TYMaHe, IJie MpaBJia KaKeTcs JI0KbI0 UMEHHO TIOTOMY, YTO HUKOI/Ia HE OOMaHBIBAET, YTO
BCerja MpUXoJUT B CBOU Yepel — CMEPTh.

BosbHast MOqHsIIA HA CBET CBOIO ITPO3PAYHYIo0 PYKY U C PYCTHOH YJIBIOKOW CMOTpeia Ha OJ1e/THO-
PO30BBIE, TOJIBKO YyTh TEIIbIE MPOCBETHI MEKIY UCXYIAIbIMU MaJTbIIAMHU.

— Xoporio! — TUXO POroBOpHJIa OHA.

Ho kpyrom ObLIO Tak SIPKO M BECEJIO, TAK MHOTO COJIHIIA ObLIO B MHPE, TaK CTPACTHO JIPOKAIIO
B ero Oriecke roryooe Hebo, Tak MOTyde pa3poccs 3eJIeHBIH cafl, YTO HeJlb3s1 ObIO OCTAHOBUTH MBICIIU
Ha CMEPTH, TEMHOTE U MOITYaHUU. BOJIbHOI OBLIO TEIIo, MOKOWHO M OECIIPUYMHHO BECEJIO, TUXHM,
KPOTKHMM BECeJIbeM YMUPAIOIIETO, U MBICIU OeKasii, KaK JIETKUA BETEPOK B TOJIE TIOJ] COJTHIIEM.
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Bce nporiuio, 1 Bce HEBaXHO. XOPOIIO TO, YTO COJTHBIIIKO TPEET, YTO HA MAJIbLAX UCKPUTCS U
JPOKUT 30JI0TOE TIATHBIIIKO. Bee-Taku OHa elre He ymepria, elie BUAWT COJHIIE, YYBCTBYET TEIUIOTY
€ro, JBIIIUAT BOJBHBIM BETPOM 3esieHOro caja. Eil XxoTenoch nmoiMarh Kax/JIpli KJIOYOK TOTO COJTHIIA,
3aMOMHUTH KKIYIO IPOKAIIYI0 TOUKY Toyooro Heba, B KOTOPOM TOYHO IIEBENIATCS OeCUNCIICHHbIS
TMIEPBIIIKY HEBUIUMBIX, CYACT/IMBBIX, TOMYOBIX KpbUL. U ermie ObUIO pajoCTHO AymaTh, YTO BEYepOM
MPUJET JIOKTOP APHOJBAU U eIlie I0JIT0, CTPAITHO JOJITO OHA OyAeT BUIETh €ro, CUIETh TYT Y OKHA U
TUXO TOBOPUTH €My BCe, UTO B3OpeeT B rojioBy, HO BCe CaMoe JIACKOBOE, XOPOIIIee.

Kro-T0 mombexain k nomy. BonbHas yenslimana qpede3kaHbe N3BO3UNYbHMX JPOKEK U MTPUCITY-
mayiach. Yen-To 3HaKOMBIN, HO Yeld, OHa HE MOIJIa BCTIOMHUTD, ’KEHCKUH ToJI0C CIpaIIUBall:

— Ckaxwure, noxayiicra, 37ech xuBeT Paznonbckas... Mapus [1aBioBHa?

— 3pech, — oTBevasia OTKyaa-to Hemm. . .

CrpariHoe BOJTHEHHE OXBATHIIO OOJBHYIO TP 3BYKAaX 3TOTO rojioca, Ha3BaBIIIEro ee Moy3a0sl-
TOH clieHn4ecKol (pamuiivielt. Thicsur HEBO3MOKHBIX BOZMOKHOCTEH BUXpeM HaOeKalli co BCeX CTO-
poH. OHa BCS BHITSHYJIACH, TPUTTOAHSIACH HA CBOMX CJIA0BIX pyKax, TIOBEPHYJIACH K IBEPH U 3aMepJia.

— K10 310? KTO 37107..

U korna Ha cBeTioM (poHE JIBepH MOKa3aiach BHICOKAs kKeHCKas purypa, B KpaCHOM, TUIOTHO
OOTSIHYTOM KOCTIOMe, OOJIBIIION ILIATIe W OeJbIX, TOYHO BBITOUYEHHBIX, OOTUHKAX, OOJbHAS THXO
axHYyJIa, BHITSHYJIA HABCTpEUy OJie/IHbIe MMPO3pavHble YK U BCKPUKHYJIA:

— XKeneuka!

UepHbie OpOBH, BHICOKAS TPY/lb, PyMsHbIe I'YObI, YepHBIE BOJIOCHI MEIbKHYIM IPKUM CTPEMHU-
TEeJIbHBIM TISITHOM, U TUOKME CHJIbHBIE PYKHM KPENKO U HeXXHO OOHsIM OonbHYyI0. M BMecTte ¢ 3ama-
XOM JIyXOB, JOPOKHO¥ TIBUTH | eIIle Yero-TO, YeM MaxHyT TOJILKO HapsiIHbIe, JOPOTHe KEHIIHBI, ee
OTaXHYJIO BO3YXOM CIICHBI, KyTeKel, 0aJloB, My3bIKH, CMeXa, Becelibsi. TOUHO BCsl TPeKHSAS KU3Hb,
C ee LIYMHOM U HapsiIHOM KpacoToW, BOpBaJach B TUXYI0O KOMHATy BMECTE C 3TOM SIPKOM MOJIOIOW
SKEHILIHOM.

— A g aymana, 4To 3T0!.. — IJ1a4a U CMesiCh, TOBOpMIIa OOJIbHASI, XBaTast MATKKE TeTUIble PyKU
/KeHeuku, — 1 [ymaiia... BIIPOYEM, HET... MYCTAKHU. .. HO HUKAK HE 0)kMjaia, 4ro 310 Thl... Muias
Keneuka mos!.. Kak xe 310 ThI?..

— Ouenb npocro! Mens npurnamanu B Kazanb, a s He noexana... Hagoeno merarscs, na u
TeOs1 yBUACTH 3aX0Tes0Ch. .. Hy, Kak Tol TyT?

Ha stom cnoBe KeHeuka kak OyATO 3alHy/Iach HEMHOTO, Y B3IJISI/I €€ YEPHBIX IJ1a3 OBICTPO
CKOJIB3HYJI 110 JinITy OonbHOM. OHa ceifuac ke oBajesna coooil, U3MEeHIIa BIpaKeHUe U 3arOBOpHJIa
TaK ke Oolko U Beceso. Ho GonbHas yke moviMasia 3TOT B3I/, M YTO-TO OOJBHO JIPOTHYJIO B ee
cepmiie. TOUHO B 9THX YEpHBIX HCIYTaHHBIX 3pavkax, Kak B YePHOM 3epKaJie, OHa YBH/IEeIIa, HAKOHEII,
CBOE HacTosAlee — MepTBOe, CTpalTHoe Jiuio. Hukorga Hu mpuroBops! IOKTOPOB, HA OOJIH, HU CJ1a-
00CTh HE TOBOPWJIM €M TaK SICHO U HEOTPA3UMO O OJIM30CTH CMEPTH, KaK STOT OBICTPBIN UCITyTaHHbIN
B3JIsA]l, MUMOJIETHAS CYIOpOTa KaJOCTH, CKOJIL3HYBIIIAS 110 PO30BBIM I'y0aMm, U, IJIaBHOE, IMEHHO Ta
ObICTpOTa, ¢ Kakol KeHeuka OTBelsa IJ1a3a, U Ta HeeCTECTBEHHAsl BeCesIoCTh, KoTopasi 3abuia B ee
rosyioce. U crano XonoaHo, CTpaliHo 1 O0JBHO TaK, 4To OOJIbHASI eBa He BCKPUKHYJIA.

Ho conHile HanmonHs10 KOMHATY 30JI0TOM CBETa, B OKHO CMEsUICS JIACKOBBIH JIETHUI BETep,
7Keneuka OblTa TaK HapsHA W KPacHBa CO CBOMMHU YEPHBIMH IJ1a3aMU U YEPHBIMU OpPOBSMH, BCS
CBepKaroIias MOJIOIOCTHIO 1 3710poBbeM. M 60i1b Tiporiia. .. YepHblil mpu3pak CMepTH ellle pa3 OTCTy-
MWI ¥ PACTBOPUJICS B PAJIOCTHOM CHUSIHUM XU3HU. BobHAs yke OnsATh CMesylach, pacCIpanimBaa,
obHrMana KeHeuky, ¥ B CMexe ee 3BydJayid Te MUJIble OapXaTHble HOTKU, KOTOPBIMH KOTJIa-TO OHA
HEOTPa3UMO TpHBJICKasa K ceOe MyKJHH.

— Hy, pacckaxu mHe o cede. Hagonro mu?.. [ToxuBM cO MHOM HEMHOXKO!

U GontoBHS pasropaiach BCeMH KpacKaMy MOJIOFOCTH U BECEIbsI IBYX JISTKOMBICIICHHBIX TTpe-
KpacHbIX xeHIuH. Kazanock, uro HeT OoJibIie 60e3HH, HET CMEPTH, BCE MOJTHO COJTHIIEM U CMEXOM,
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Y BOT OHU 00€, HaIOJTHSIS1 BO3YX BECEJIBIM KPUKOM, KaK JIBE BOJIbHBIE KPACHUBBIE MITUIIBI, BCTIOPXHYT
Y YAETAT JaJIeKO OT STOM MevaibHON KOMHATBI, OT OOJIE3HU U TOpsl.

TpyaHo ObUT0 pa300paTh, 0 YeM FOBOPHUIIM OHU, U MOJIOZIbIE JKEHIIIMHBI CAMH HE MOTJIH OblI Tiepe-
1aTh CBOEH OOJTOBHU, HO BCE KA3aJIOCh IM CTPAIITHO MHTEPECHBIM, TIOJIHBIM JKMBOTO CMbICHa. B sipkux
3ByKaxX CTPEMHTEIBHOM KEHCKOM CYeThl MEJIbKaJI TO HOBBIE IIUIATIBI, TO OOPBIBKM POJIeH, TO UMEHa,
TO JTIOOOBB, ¥ BCE 3TO HAIOMUHAJIO OECTIOPSI0YHO HABATIEHHYIO Ky4y Pa3HOIBETHBIX OyMaKHBIX I[BE-
TOB. TOJIBKO pa3 YTO-TO YEPHOE MEJILKHYJIO B 9TOM MECTPOM XJIaMe:

— A 3Haems, IlerpoB ymep...

[pexacraBunock JOOPOMYIIHOE, KOMUYECKOE JIMIIO CTAPOro TOJICTOrO aKTepa, KOTOPBIN BCeX
MOJIOABIX aKTPUC 3BT JouedykaMu. CTpaHHO U CTPAIIHO ObLIO MOXyMaTh, YTO 3TO MPOCTOE, YMHOE,
no0poe JIMLo Tenepb JIKUT B MOTHMJIe, HABEKU CMEKHB I71a3a M CKPECTHB TOJICTHIE HETIOJBUKHBIC
PYKH.

— A Kak ke CMeX, a KaK ke OCTPOTHI, a TJie ke JOOOBb K XOPOIIIEHHKUM JKEHIIMHAM, T/Ie ke
tananT?.. Kak Oynro Huvero u He Obuto!.. MuIitypa, KoTopasi clietelia, TOYHO pacChlllaHHble KOH(PETTH
nociie 6ana. 1 Tompko?

Ho uepHOe MesbKHYJO, KaK TeHb CKOJIB3HYBIIEH B HeOe YepHOM MTHIIBI, U MPoMajo 0e3 ciesa.
A cioBa ChINAINCh, CMEX, BOCKJMUIAHUS U IIYTKU 3BYYaJW [AJEKO B Caay M pas3leTauch, Kak
OJeCTKH, JIETKUE U BeCelble.

Mapus IlaBoBHa ¢ yIbIOKOM HEXHOHM KaJlOCTM cMoTpesa Ha Hemnu m gymana: «A Bemp u
MpaBJa, KaKoe MUJIOE ¥ CTPaHHOE JIMLO!»

Hemm cupena npsimo, cMopiiuB OpoBH, Kak OyIToO Aymasi Kakylo-TO HAIpsUKEHHYIO Tymy.
Tsoxenble BOJIOCH! OBUTH CBEPHYTHI KOCOM BOKPYT T'OJIOBBI, TOYHO TeMHasi 3Mest. TOHKUI U3JI0OM Ty0
CIKMMAJICSI TBEPIO M OIPEAEICHHO, M YCTAJION CKOPOBIO BESUIO OT €€ MOJIOZIOTO, HO TAKOTO CTaporo
JIMLIA, TOYHO OHA MPOXKWJIa HE CBOM JIEBATHAALIATh-ABAILAT JIET, & LIEJIble CTOJIETHSI.

— Hy, xopormio, — 6onrana ’KeHeuka, — BOT s Iipuexajia... a 4ro ke, OOIECTBO y BaC ecTh’..
V 1e0s kTo-HUOYb ObIBaeT, Marma?

— Hukro y MeHs He ObIBaeT, — ¢ IOKOPHOM IpycThio oTBeTWsIa Mapus I[laBnoBHa, — TOIBKO
JOKTOP OJWH, ApHOJIBAM. .. A TO MbI ¢ Hesneukon oaHu. . .

— ApHonbau? — nepecnipocuia JKeneuka. — Kpacusas dpamunus!.. Uro ke oH, MOJIO0M, UHTE-
pecHbIit?

Mapus [1aBoBHa 3acMesinach, U TPOraTeIbHO-HEKHOE BbIPAKEHUE IIPOMENBbKHYJIO Y HEE B I1a-
3ax.

— Her, noxunoi yxe v COBCeM He MUHTEPECHBII B TOM CMBICIIE. .. [la BOT, ThI €ro yBUauIIb. .. OH
KaX[blil IeHb Y MEHs1 ObIBAeT... YTPIOMBIIA Takoi. .. TONBKO JOOPBIH, CTPAITHO TOOPHIH. .. s TAKOTO
A00poro venoBeKa elle U He BCTpevala.

7Keneuka, mpUCTaIbHO U JIyKaBO KOCS Y€PHBIMH OJIECTSIIMMU T71a3aM1, TOCMOTpeJa Ha Mapuio
[MaBnoBHy. BonbHast MOHsUIA B3I M MUJIO, KaK AEBYIIKA, 3aCThIAMIACD. Jlerkas Kpacka HaOexasa
Ha OJieiHbIe MIEKH, M Ha MTPEKPACHBIX, PACHIMPEHHBIX OOJIE3HBIO I71a3aX BBICTYIIHIIN CIIE3BI.

— HanpacHo Tak cMOTpHIIIb... CKa3aja OHa C MeYajbHOW IIyTJIMBOCTHIO. — MHE yke MO3IHO
AyMarthb 00 3TOM.

WM ona mMammmHaibHO, TOYHO MOKAa3bIBas, PUNOJHSA U OIYCTUJIa CBOY MPO3PAaYHbIe BOCKOBbIE
PYKH.

371ech MHOTO MHTEPECHBIX JIIOAEW, BAPYI HEOXUIaHHO 3aropopuia Hemnu, He To 1 Toro,
YTOOBI OTBECTU Pa3rOBOP, HE TO Tast KAKYIO-TO CBOIO MBICITb. — JJOKTOp APHOJIBbAM BaC MO3HAKOMMUT,
OH BCEX TYT 3HAET.

Mapus IlaBnoBHa ¢ ucnyrom cieguia 3a Hesum. Kak-to pazom u oHa, u KeHeuka noHsM,
0 KoM oHa roBopHT. [o ity 7KeHeuku CKOJIB3HYJI0 HEMHOTO JKeCTOKOe JoOomnbITcTBO. Mapusi [1a-
JIOBHA MPOTSHYJIa PYKY, CJIOBHO XOTeJa CKa3aTh:
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— Munas, 6enHast Most ieBouka. .. He Hayio 06 stom! Ho Hennwm erie Gosbitie ciBUHYIA TOHKHE
OpoBU U ¢ OJIeHBIM HAMPSKEHHBIM JIMIIOM MTPOIOJIKaIa:

— Ilyctb oH Bac no3HakoMut ¢ Cepreem Hukonaesuuem. .. MuxaiiioBsim.

— A 310 KTO? — cipocuia /KeHeuka.

Mapus IaBnoBHa cTpalllHO 3aBOJIHOBAJIACH, U HA LIEKaX Y HEE 3arOpesIvcCh 3JI0BEIIME MATHA.

— Hennnm, 3aueM BHI. ..

— A mouemy U HeT? — MPa4HO IJIsAS TIepes COOOH TOpSALIMMY TJIa3aMHU, KECTKO BO3pasuiia
Hennu u, noBepHyBIIMCh NpsAMO K JKeHeuke, ¢ BBI30BOM JOKOHYMIIA: — DTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOro $
mobuna. .. Bor, mo3HakoMbTech ¢ HUM. .. MHe UHTepPECHO.

— Y10 )€ TyT UHTEPECHOIO?

— Tak.

Hennm npounsHecia 310 ¢10BO TOHOM HeonpeieeHHO! yrpo3sl. JKeHeuka nocMoTtpesia Ha Hee
C HeZIOyMEHHEM U YIIBIOHYJIaCh TOPIOH Mpe3pUTeIbHON yeMelnkoi. Mapus [1aBioBHa B3MJIsiHY/Ia Ha
ee YepHble OJiecTsIIIe BOJIOCH], HA YepHble OPOBH, Ha pyMsiHbIE TYObI, Ha BCIO €€ THOKYIO M CUJIbHYIO
urypy, ocTpo 0OpHCOBaHHYI0 KpPacHbIM IuiaTheM, U mogymaia: «Hy, 3Toil He cTpaiiieH HHKTO...
Bennennkasa Hemmm!»

— Bel HapacHO cMeeTech! DTo Oy/IeT MHTEPECHBIN OIBIT! — COBEPIIIEHHO CEPhe3HO, HO HeIOOPO
3amerria Hemmm.

JKeneuka 3acmesiiach, BCTala M MOTSHYJIACH, 3AJIOMUB THOKHE PYKU.

— Kakas BbI cTpanHasi! — MpoTsiHy/Ia OHA JICHUBO M 3araJloqHo. — BbI, KakeTcs, XOTUTe MHOMN
TSI KAKUX-TO CBOMX LIeJIel BOCMIONB30BaThCs?.. D10 ModonbiTHO. Hy, UTO X. . . MOKaKUTE MHE CBOETO
Cepres HukonaeBuua, Xx0oTs 3T0, IpaBoO, CMEIIHO. .. B niepBbIil pa3 MeHs BUAUTE. . .

Hesmm, yripsiMo ciBuHYB OpoBH, MOJTYa CMOTpeJia Ha Hee.

7Keneuka, BBIIPSMUBIIKCH BO BECh POCT, CUJIbHAsI M THOKasl, KaK HATSHYTHIA JIyK YEPHOTO
JepeBa, CTajia Mocpey KOMHATHI M XOTeNa YTO-TO ellle CKa3aTh, KaK ABEPh TUXOHBKO OTBOPUJIACH, U
Ha Iopore Moka3ajach 'poMajiHas rpy3Has purypa Joktopa ApHobIu. KeHeuka OCTaHOBUJIACh Ha
TOJTYCJIOBE U TaK M OCTaJIaCh IOCPEAN KOMHATBI.

— A BOT ¥ JJOKTOp! — paiocTHO BCKpHKHY/Ia Mapus [1aBioBHa 1 Best paciiBesia HeKHOW YIIbIO-
KOH, TTOXOKEN Ha MOCEIHUN JIENECTOK OIMABIIErO [[BETKA.

Bxonute, muibiii... A 'y MeHs pagoctu. JKeHeuka npuexana! Bor mozHakombrech, TOKTOp
Apnonbau, EBrenns CamoitioBHa Y3aanbsckas... C Henam Bbl yke 3HAKOMBI.

JokTOp ApHOJIBAM O300pOBacs U cell. JIumo ero ObUIO0 ere 6osee yrpioMo U 0OPIO3IIIo, YeM
BCerya.

Cpa3zy He HalUIUCh, O YeM TOBOpUTh. JJOKTOp APHOJIBAM BHUMATEIBHO U CEPhE3HO paccMat-
puBai Tpex keHiuH, Mapus [1aBnoBHa KpOTKO yibiOanack CBoei OleTHON yMUpAIOen yIbIOKOM.
Hesumm cuniena HEMoABMKHO U MPSIMO, CKOPOHO CABUHYB TOHKME OpoBH, EBrenust CamoiiioBHa OTO-
1UIa K OKHY U cesta. OHa Bce ellie HEMHOTO BOJIHOBaJIach, HE 3Hasa, cepauThes el Ha Henm wim Her,
YacTo JplIliajia BEICOKOH I'Py/IbIo U OecTesia YepHbIMU, BCera Kak OyATO BJIaKHBIMU IJIA3aMH.

— Haponro npuexanu? — cripocuil 1OKTOp ApPHOJIbAU.

OHa oryIsiHy/1ach Ha HETO U YJIBIOHYJIACh: JOKTOP €l TOHPaBUJICS.

— Ha Bce neto, eciu Mariia He mporoHwt . .. Hayioenno MHe 1o Kynicam OoiTaThes, opa U OTI0X-
HYTb. ..

— 10 Balla cueHnyeckas pamuams’?

— Her, Hacrosmas. ..

— Bbl nosnbka?

— Ilo oty noseka, o MaTepu eBpeiika. .. kujgoBka! — ckazana EBrenus CaMoisioBHA M 3BOHKO
paccmesiiach.

Crapslii IOKTOP HEBOJILHO JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYJICS €.
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— Bor, 1okTop, — ckazana Mapus [1aBnoBHa, — BB IOJKHBI TO3a00TUTHCS, YTOOBI MOsT JKeHeuka
3/1ech He cKyuasa. [To3HakoMbTe ee ¢ BallluMU MPUSTENISIMH, Y BacC Bellb UX MHOTO!

— DTO MOXHO, — COITIACWJICSI JOKTOP APHOJIBAM PaBHOLYIIHO, MIOTOM OISATh MOCMOTPEN Ha
EBrenuio CaMoOiIOBHY ¥ TOBTOPHII IpykeTi0OHO: — MoxkHO. .. ITycts EBrenus CamoiinioBHa mpuaeT
K HaM B KJIyO, TaM MHOTO Hapony ObIBaerT.

— Kaxk xe 51 onHa noiiny? — Becesio cipocuia JKeneuka.

— 3auem ozHa?.. [ 3a Bamu 3aiiy.

— 41 Mory noiTH ¢ Bamu, — HEO)KHMJAHHO OTO3Bajach Hemm.

N noxrop, 1 Mapus I1aBioBHa OHOBpEMEHHO B3IJISIHYJIM HA HEE U NEPEISHYJINCD.

— Ax, ma... — OyiiHo 3axoxotaia JKeneuka. — Bellb BB ke XOTUTE CO MHOUM KaKHe-TO OTBIThI
MpOou3BOIUTS. .. Hy, Tak Bbl %€ MEHs U BBIBO3UTE B CBET!

— Ia, — kopoTko orBeTwIa Henm, He MeHs1sl CypOBOIo BbIpaKeHH s JIMLIA U ToJI0ca.

«3T0, HaKOHEl, CTpaHHo... Yero eit Hago?» — nogymasia EBrennst CaMOMJIOBHA U BBICOKO-
MepHO nocMmorpena Ha Hemm.

Ho nurio mosonoit 6epeMeHHOM KEHIIUHBI He TPOHYJIOCH, TOYHO OHO OBLIO BHICEUEHO U3 KaMHS
B OJTHOM BEYHOM BBbIPaKEHUU KECTOKOM U TAHOW MBICIIH.

«Kakoii-To cpuHKC!» — ¢ HEBOJIBHBIM KYTKUM 4yBCTBOM Noaymasa Eprenus CamoiiioBHa u
oTBepHy/ach. Heckobko BpeMeH OHa cujiesia Moi4a, 3ayMaBIIKCh.

JlokTOp ApHOJBIY MEPEBOII IJ1a3a C OHOW Ha JIPYTYI0 M HEBOJILHO CPAaBHUBAJ UX.

EBrenns CamoiinoBHa, BCsl B CBETE U JBMKEHUH, TOUHO pBaJIach BIEPE], K HEBEJOMOMY CYa-
CTBI0, KOTOPOE J0JI)KHA JaTh €11 30BYIlasi U MaHsAIIast KU3Hb. B mpeuyBcTBUM €ro Bee ee Teno, CrJlb-
HOe, MOJIofioe, Ooratoe, TOMUJIOCh U IPOKaJIO, HA OTHOW TEMHOUM 4epThl He ObUIO B HEH, Bce ObLIO
sipKo u OypHO. Psiiom ¢ Heto OnetHast Henmm kazaniack TeMHOM, Kak cama ckopOb. OHa cujena nmpsmo,
KPEIKO CKaB Ha Py TOHKUE PyKH, TOUHO YTO-TO yAepkuBasi B Hell. [JoiKHO ObITh, BCE BIEPEAU U
M03a/11 Ka3aJoCh €M CIUIOIIHBIM CTPaJIaHMEM U pociia B HEW HeyTosimMasi HeHaBUCTh. U Tuxum cBe-
TOM CBEUH, 32K)KEHHOM Iepe]l HEeMCIOBEIUMbIM ITPECTOJIOM CYIIBOBI, BCSI KPOTKAsI U CBETIask B CBOEH
MIOKOpHOM nevasu ropesa Mapus [apnosHa. 115 Hee yxe Bce ObIJIO KOHUEHO: KU3Hb, C €€ CYaCTheM
Y TOPECTSIMHU, JABHO YIILIa OT Hee, U, JIOJKHO ObITh, OHA yke TIOHUMAJIa, Kak CIaObl U JKaJIKU U OypHast
KakIa ’KU3HU, U HEMCTOBOE MPOKJISTHE €id, TOTOMY YTO OIMHAKOBO MEYaIbHO Yibloasach U OyHHOM
Keneuke, u cypooii Hequtu, v cTapoMy yHBIIOMY IOKTOPY APHOJIBAM.

Egrenust CamoiijioBHa He MOIJIa CHIETh CIIOKOWHO. OHa BCTPSIXHYJIA TOJIOBOM, TOYHO OTTOHSISI
OT cebsi Kakue-TO HeTIpUsTHBIE MBICIH, W TMPUHSUIACh 06€33a00THO OONTaTh C JOKTOPOM U Mapuei
[NaBnoBHOI. ¥V Hee ObUT KpaCUBBII BeCeJIbIH rosoc, OIecTsIIre 171a3a, OT Hee BesIO CBEKECThI0 MOJIO-
JOCTH, CWJIbl U YJIaJIU, U JaKe YIPIOMBIN JIOKTOP HEMHOTO OXKMBUJICS.

A Hesumu cuziena Momya v 0 4eM-TO HanpsikeHHO Jaymaia. ToHKue OpoBH ee MeBeIIUCh, Kak
JIBE YepHbIC MUABKU Ha OEJIOM TecKe, M B yIIax CKaThiX T'y0 Xoauia HeynoBumMas cygopora. O Hei
MOYTH 3a0bUTH, KOTJa BAPYT OHA 3aroBOpWIIA, It Ha Mapwio [1aBoBHY 1 Ha JOKTOpa ApPHOJIBAN:

— Tlouemy BHI ymUBHIKCH, YTO 51 Xouy uatH ¢ Eprenueit CamoiiiioBHo B Kiy0?.. Pa3Be BbI
AOyMaeTe, YTO MHE HeJib351 IOKa3bIBaThCs ?

I'naza ee cMoTpesnu MBITIMBO U 3J10.

Takoii MbIci He ObUIO HU Y IOKTOpa, HU 'y Mapuu [1aB/OBHBI, HO TOUeMY-TO 002 CMYTHIITUCh.

— Her, nouemy :xe, — yHbUIO CKa3aj JOKTOpP ApPHOJIBIN.

— Hesumu, Kak Bbl MOXeTe 3TO TOBOPUTh! — BCKpUKHYJIa Mapus [1aBiioBHa.

— Her, BBl 310 1y™mManu! — sxectoko Bo3pasuiia Hesuiy, Berana v nomiia u3 koMHarel. OcTaBIium-
ecsl J10JIr0 MOJTYaJIH.

— Boxe Moii, kakasa oHa HecuacTHasi! — ckaszasa OoJbHas.

— U crpanHas kakas-to. OHa HeHopMauibHa! — oto3Basiack EBrennss CamoiisioBHa.

JIOKTOp APHOJIBIY TSKEJO B3JOXHYJI U BCTal.
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— MHe nopa uaTu, — ckasaa OH. — A OHa — TOJIBKO HecuacTHa. Korza yioau B ee MoJIoKeHuH,
3arHaHHbIE ¥ 3aTPaBJICHHbIE, ObIBAIOT HOPMAJILHBI M PACUETIIMBBI, TO STO WJIM TIOTUOIINE, WITH TITYIIbIe
THOIH. . .

— U1 Bamemy MuxaiisioBy He mpocTutcst 310! — ckazaia Mapus [1aBioBHa.

JIOKTOp ApHOJIBIM MOKMCKA B CBOEM CTApPOM CEpALIE Cy/la, HUUEro He Halles U TOJIbKO MOKall
IIe4aMHu.

Bwmecro Hero oro3Banachk EBrenns CamoilsioBHa.

— CrpaHHO, MpaBo, Thl paccykaaenb, Mama! — ¢ Kakoi-To Jaxke 3710001, KeCTKO BO3pa3uiia
oHa. — OHa He JIeBOUYKa, U caMa JIOJDKHA ObUIA 3HATh... @ OH ObLT OBl TIIYII, €CIM OBl 3aHUMAJICS 00e-
peraHrieM JeBUYbMX COKPOBHIL. .. ITO ee JeJIo.

— Ha... A tenepp 4TO €i fenarh?..

— Ax, Mama.... uro nenars!.. Hy, yronuTbesi, €civ HA Ha 9TO OOJIbIIIe CUT HeT!..

— 3ro He Tak MpocTto, JKeHeuka! ¢ TaCKOBOM YKOPU3HOU BO3pasuia OOJIbHAS.

Egrenuns CamoilsioBHa He OTBevasia, HO B €€ YePHBIX IJ1a3aX CBEPKHYJIA kKECTOKask KO BCSAKON
APYroM KeHIIMHE U BCe MPOIIAoIas MyXXIMHe MoJofasi kaaHocTh. Kazanock, 4To oHa peBHOBaJIA,
ele He 3Hasl K KOMY, 3a OJIHO TO, YTO KaKas-TO Ipyrasi, KpacuBas ¥ MOJIOAasi, 3HaJIa JIIOOOBb.

JloKkTOp ApHOJBAM B35U1 HUIAIY U Hofowen npouiarscs ¢ Mapueit I1aBnoBHON.

— Ceronns 51 ey 3a ropofi K O0JIBHOMY. . . /IO 3aBTPa, — CKa3aJl OH U C KPUBOM YJIBIOKOW TPUOABILIT
THXO0, 4TOOBI He cibixasia EBrennst CamoiinoBHa: — [penynpeante Hemuti, uTo cerogtst Xouet ObITh
y Hee ApOy30B.

Mapus [1aBoBHa CO CTpaxoM MOCMOTPENA HA HETO.
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XIII

EBrenus CamoilsioBHa poBoaWIIa AOKTOpa A0 KanuTKU. OHM UM MEAJIEHHO, U OHA BECEJIO U
Jaxe HeCKOJIbKO UTPUBO PacCHpallrBajia ero o ropoue, 00 MHTEPECHBIX MOJIOABIX JIIOASX U pa3Biie-
yeHusix. Ho korga oHM OTOIUTM HACTONBKO, YTO U3 JIOMA HENb3sl ObUIO CIIBIIATh, JKeHeuKa OCTaHo-
BUJIACh U TPOHYJIa JOKTOPA 3a PyKaB MU)KaKa TAMHCTBEHHbIM, TPEBOKHBIM KECTOM:

Ckaxwure, TOKTOP, B KAKOM, COOCTBEHHO, TIOJIO’KeHUH Marra?

JlokTOp APHOJIBIY MIOMOJTYAI, TOYHO OOyMBIBASI.

— B oTyassHHOM, KOPOTKO U YHBLJIO OTBETUJI OH.

— W HuKakon Hagexapl?

— Hukakoi, — pe3Ko, MouTH cepauTo 000pBasI JOKTOP APHOJBIH.

EBrenuns CamoiiIoBHA CXBaTWIIA €T0 32 PYKY, U KPacHOe, Kak Oy/ATO Bceraa BO30yKIeHHOE JIUIIO
ee BbIpa3uyio ucryr. Ho, 107KHO OBITh, € BCe-TaKu He COBCEM ObLIIM MOHSTHBI CJIOBA JIOKTOPA B UX
pEIIUTETIbHOM M Y)KaCHOM CMBICTIe: e, MOJIOJION, 3[I0pOBOM, B3BOJTHOBAHHOW JKU3HBIO, Cpasy ObLIO
TPYIHO MOYYBCTBOBATH OJIM30CTh CMEPTH.

— A BHI He ombaeTech, JOKTOp? — Kak OyATO MpOcs He MyraTh ee, KaJIOOHO BO3pasuiia OHa. —
Heyxenu e HUKako?.. A MOXeT ObITh, OHa ellle ronpaBuTcs?.. OHa Tak Mosiofa. .. Bel mocmotpure,
KaK OHa CMEeTcs... W Ila3a Y IIeC COBCEM KUBBIE... Beab yaxoTOuHble MHOTJA JIOJITO KUBYT... 5
3HaJ1a OAHOTO XYIOKHHUKA. . .

JlOKTOp ApHOJIBAM YNPSAMO MOKAaYaJl TOJI0BOM M CKa3all COBCEM IIyXO:

— OHna u mMecs11a He MPOXKUBET.

[ToToM ¢ kanocThIo MOCMOTPEJ B €€ )KUBbIE OJIECTSAIINE IJ1a3a, KOTOPbIM TaK HE XOTEIOCh BUETh
CTpaJlaHUi U CMEPTH, U TOTYIHJICS.

EBrenns CamoiiioBHa JOJITO UCITyTaHHO IVIsiieNa Ha Hero. [J1a3a y Hee crtayiu KpyIvible, Kak y
KOIILIKM, KOTJIa OHa BUJMT YTO-TO CTpAILIHOE.

Brpyr Toncroe nuio 1okTopa ApHONBIN CTPAHHO MCKa3uiIock. Kak OyaTo BcermamiHss Macka
paBHOIYIIMS CHajia, ¥ MOJ HEI0 OKa3aJIoCch )KMBOE, CTpaJalolliee, Iiadyllee JULo yenoBeyeckoe. OH
HECKOJIBKO BPEMEHM YIIOPHO CMOTpEJ €1 MPSMO B IJ1a3a, U HYKHSS YEITIOCTh €ro ieprajach, TOYHO C
HEMMOBEPHBIM YCUJIMEM OH CTapaJiCsl YTO-TO BBITOBOPUTH U HE MOr. [I0TOM KOPOTKO MaxXHyJ pyKou
¥, HE MPOINAsCh, OBICTPO IMOIIENT B KATUTKY.

EBrenus CamoiisioBHa ocTajlach Ha MECTE U JIOJNITO CMOTpEJIa €My BCIIe/l, BCE TaK )K€ UCITyTaHHO
OKPYIJICHHBIMU IJIa3aMH.
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XIV

B cymepku, korma notemHesno HeGo, TOJerya Mbllb, C TPOMOM U 3BOHOM TOJIKaTHIa apOy30B-
CKasl TpoMKa.

Mapus [TaBnoBHa oHa cujena y OKHa M CMOTpeJia BBepX, Ty/a, I7Ie BEPXYIIKH JePEBbEB THXO
TEeMHE/M B JIoropasiiieM HeOe. bor 3HaeT, 0 yem oHa lyMasia B 3TU MUHYTHI, © HUKOMY HUKOT/A He
y3HaTh U HE MOHATH MEeYaJIN YMUPAIOIIEH MOJIOAOMN KU3HHU.

EBrenns CaMoiiyioBHa yIIuia IyJsaTh U CMOTPETh TOpoIoK. Llenblii ieHs oHa mpocujiena ¢ 007b-
HOU ¥ ycTana. [ToTsaHyso Ha CBeXUid BO3/IYX, TOCMOTPETh Ha 3[JOPOBBIX BECEIIBIX JTIOJCH.

ApOy30B BOIIIEN BO JBOP, TOMIATHIBASCH, IITMPOKO U KPEITKO PACCTaBJISISt HOTH B JTAKMPOBAHHBIX
canorax. KpacHast pybaxa, nogieBka Hapacnamiky u 6enast (pypaxka Ha 3aThlJIKe PUIaBaId MY BUJL
yZasoro KyjaaqHoro Oo#ia. Toiabko YepHble — BOCTAIEHHbIE I71a3a ObLIT HEBECEJIbl.

Mapus [1aBnoBHa Buzesa €ro, HO HUYEro He ckas3asia, TOJIbKO MoKavyasia rojiooil. OHa He 3Hasia
ApOy30Ba, HO cpa3y JI0rafanach, 4To TO OH.

ApOy30B moctyuan B 1Bepb KoMHaThl Hesui. OHa He oto3Baniack. Tuxo ObUIO 3a ABEpHIO, U
HaIpsKeHHOE MOJTYaHME CTOsIO Kpyrom. Crymanuch CyMepKH, KyTKHUE TeHH TMOJI3IM U3 cajla Ha
CTYIIEHH KPbLIbIIA.

ApOy30B moctydan onsATh. UTO-TO THXO IIEBEbHYJIOCH 3a JABEphbio U 3ameprno. I ApOy3oB
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA HE TOJBKO 3HAET, KTO 3TO CTYYWT, HO Jaxe Kak OyITO BUIUT €ro CKBO3b
nBepb. CTpaHHOE OEIIEHCTBO OBJIAIEII0 UM, OH KPETIKO pBaHyJI ABepb. OHa He ObljIa 3arepTa v MrKo
OTBOPUJIACh.

Hennu crosina y crona. B cympake ObI10 BUIHO ee OJ1e/IHOe JIUIIO C TEMHBIMU OpOBSIMU U OeJbie
PyKH, OECIIOMOIITHO OIYIIEHHBIE BJIOJIb YEPHOTO IUIAThs, CIMBABIIIErOCs ¢ TeMHOTON. OHA He IBUHY-
J1ach, HE CKa3ajia HUYero, Jake He OIyCTHIIa TOJIOBBI M CYPOBO CMOTpeEsa MpsiMO B JIMIIO ApOy30BY.

— Henmu! — xpurmuio nporoBopust oH. — Hesn!.. — HOBTOpWI ellie TUILE U 3aMOJIK, TOYHO FopJio
MepexBaTUIIo.

Hennu He oTBeTMIa M O-TIpeKHEMY MOJTYa CMOTpEJIa Ha HETo.

ApOy30B TMOCTOSITT HA MOPOTe, TIOTOM TPSIXHYJ TOJIOBOM, JIMIIO €ro MCKa3WIOCh YPOIJIMBOM
YCMEIIIKOM, U OH BJPYT IIarHyJ B KoMHary. Hesmm B3/porHysia u onsite 3amepia. ToNbKO JUIO ee
COBCEM MOOeeo.

— 3papaBctByid... He xnmana? — KpuBO ycmexasich, cripocusi ApOy30B. — JIaBHO MBI He BHIa-
muck!.. Yto Xk, He pajga MHe?

Henmm momyana.

ApOy30B 3acMestics.

—Moxert ObiThb, 51 HeKcTatu?.. CKkaxwy, 51 yiay. .. f Toibko noBuaarhes xoten. Yto x, Muxaiiao
obBaer y Te0s?.. Her?.. Eme Obi!.. A s BoT npumes... Hemu. .. TpyaHo ObUTO pelmThes, TP JTHS
6e3 MpOoCkIIy MU, a Bce-Taky npuiient. [myno... [IpotuBHo... A npumen. YTo x Tel MOTYUIb?.. 5
Be/Ib HUYETO. . . 51 5ke He OCKOpPOWII TeOsI TeM, UTO MpHIIe. . . Tak, mpocTo 3aX0TesoCh. .. Thl He Ooiics,
sl HUYETro TaKOro He CKaxy... YTto Tyt roBopuTh! YTO ¢ BO3y ymasio, To mpomnaio. Tombko 60IbHO,
YTO MOJITOa TOMY Ha3aJ1 Thl MEHsI COBCEM He Tak BcTpedalna... [Tomuumib? 3a0biia, KOHEYHO!.. A 5
Bce NMOMHIO!.. Jla 4TO ke Thl MOJIUUIIIb, TOBOPH, HY!

— MHe Heudero roBoputh, — TUXO OTBeTHIa Hesun. ApOy30B OMATH XPUILIO ¥ KOPOTKO paccMme-
suicst. Korma on mren k Hesutu, oH ymad, 4ro He Oy/leT TOBOPUTH O MPOILJIOM, He OyleT yrpeKarb
1 obmxkath ee. Ho To crernoe mbsiHOE OEMeHCTBO, KOTOPOro OOSUTUCHh BCE, KTO 3HAJ €r0, HAauuHAJIO
MOILIMAThCS C HEOKUAaeMol cutoit. [1pyu Brie 3TUX 3HAKOMBIX, TAKUX MUJIBIX ¥ TAKUX M3MEHUUBBIX
I71a3, 3THX Ty0, 3TUX BOJIOC M BCETO €e TOHKOrO, TMOKOro TeJia, ONsATh SIPKO, KaK B Mpoliemme oec-
COHHBIE HOYH, KOTJIa OH O0siyics COUTH ¢ yMa, ApOy30BYy MPeACTaBUIIOCh, YTO JIPYroi OOHUMAII ee,
OpaJl, KaK Belllb, Kak MPOCTUTYTKY. [loueMy-To eMy Ka3aJloch UMEHHO TaK: Kak MPOCTUTYTKY. U oT
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STOW MBICJIH, OT MPEJCTABIEHHS €€ HAroi B pyKax APYroro My>KYHHBI, B TOJIOBE €ro MOIUIBUT 37I0Be-
U KPOBABbIM TyMaH.

— Hy, xoHeuHO, HUYero! — ¢ HEYeIOBEYECKUM YCHIIMEM YIepKUBasl jKelaHHe CO BCEH CHIIBI
YIApUTB €e T10 JIMITY, CKBO3b 3yObl poroBopusi ApOy30B. — [lesio mpoctoe. .. ¥ KeHIIUH 3TO MPOCTO:
CErofIHs OJIHOTO IIeJIoBajia, 3aBTpa C JIPYruM crath mnomuia... [lycrsaku!.. A 41O s... 4TO Yy MEHS. ..
BOT TYT TOPHT. .. Kakoe Tebe Jeso!

ApOy30B yxe He 3Hal, 9TO TOBOPUT. OH TOJIBKO C Y’KacOM 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO KATUTCS B KaKyIo-
TO MPOMACTh, YTO OCKOPOJISIET e, YTO MeXy HUMHU YK€ HaBCer/ia BhIpacTaer creHa. M B To ke BpeMs
HEBBIHOCHMOE XKT'yuee KeJlaHHe OCKOpOJIATh, MyYHTh, YHUKATh €€, KaK MOCJEIHIO TBAapb, TOYHO
TosiKkasio ero. OH roBOpUJI MeAJIeHHO, TOUYHO TIOAOMpast CJI0Ba U CTpajasi, uTo HET CJIOB ellle OCKOp-
outenbHee, rpyoee U raxe.

— A?.. Hy, u uto xe?.. Kak y Bac... MHOr0 yIOBOJILCTBUSI €My JOCTaBmIa?.. XOpOIIo JIu OOHU-
Mayuch?.. JloBoneH ocraics?.. UTo-To yxk odeHb CKopo Opocuit. JJoKHO ObITh, TIOOOBHUIIA U3 TeOs
HE OYEHb-TO... MOXET ObITh, U s 3pst Myumyics... He crout?.. Hamo y Hero cripocuts... D10 uHTE-
pecHo... a?

Hesum momgana, 1 6bJI0 4TO-TO CTPAIIIHOE B TOM M3/IeBaTeIbCTBE, KOTJa OHA He 3allUINaeTcs,
HE OTBEYAET, MOJTYUT U CTOUT, OECTIOMOIITHO OITyCTUB TOHKUE Oelble PyKH.

— Momuuis? — Xpurio npogoiikan ApOy30B, MOUTH 33/1bIXasiCh OT HeHaBUCTH. — Hy, 4TO K,
momun!.. I B camom Jiernte, uto TyT ckaxerns!.. Hy, u nagHo... Tbl Momuu, a st 6yay roBopuTh. .. 51
BCE-TaKM J0JIT0 Momyal. .. Tak s roBopio, a?

Henmm momyana.

— Jla, — MeJIEHHO, CO CTPAIITHOM KeCTOKOCTBIO Tep3ast ceOs1 1 ee, ToBopul ApOy30B, — TeOs, 5
CJIBIXaJI, IO3/IPaBUTh HaIO, a?.. Hamo nmo3apasuts?.. [la roBopu xe!

Henmm momyana.

C munyTy ApOy30B )aai. [lepes ria3aMu y Hero KpyTHUIIMCh KaKHe-TO KPacHBIE MSITHA, B TPYIH
He ObLIO BO3/yXa, PyKH CKMUMAJUCh JAJIsl CTpaIIHOo yaapa. Kaszanock, 4To OH He BBIHECET YXe HU
OIHOM MMHYTBI 3TOM MYKHU, YTO IIPOM3OMAET YTO-TO yKacHOe, HeronpaBumoe. Y BIpyr oH yBuzel,
yto Hemum mutaver.

Ona crosiia ToHKasl, Ofie[JHas1, OIyCTUB PYKH, CO CTPAHHBIM, HATIPSI)KEHHBIM M CyPOBBIM JIUIIOM.
W o sTomy nvily KaTUHCh ciie3bl. Tuxo, 6e3 3ByKa.

B rmazax ApOy30Ba MOTEMHENO, YTO-TO CO CTPAIIHOM CHJION CKaJlo ero cepille, U, 3a0biBast
BCE, YYBCTBYSl, UYTO HET B HEM HU HEHABHCTH, H PEBHOCTH, HU 3JI00BI, OH, IIATasICh, KaK IbsIHBIH,
chesaj JBa miara, MpoTSHYN PYKY U TSKKO PyXHYIN Ha KOJIEHH, XBaTas ee 3a pyKu. B 3Ty MuHyTy OH
BCe MPOCTUJI, BCE 3a0bLI, BUEJ TOJIBKO €e, JTIIOOUMYIO0, HeCYACTHYIO JICBYIIIKY, OOMKEHHYIO M OCKOPO-
JIEHHYIO BCEMH, KOTOPYIO OCKOPOWJI eIlie U OH.

— Henmm! — xpuriio kpukHya ApOy30B M BOCHAJIEHHBIMU TyOaMu TIpYKaJics K ee pyke. — [Ipo-
CTH, 51 C yMa COUIEN. .. IPOCTH!

Hesnm He BbIpBasiach, He OTIIATHYNIACK, TOJBKO TYOHI ee 3aapoxand. OHa MoAHsIIA TJia3a U C
HETIOHSATHBIM BbIpaKeHHEM OOJH, yXaca U Kakoro-to 0€3yMHOro BOCTOpPra CMOTpeia MpsMO Teper
COOOI.

— He mory... — 6opmotan ApOy30B Kak nmomemianHbiii. — He Mory 6ormbiite. .. [TpocTtu. .. moxa-
neu xel..

Henmm momnmyana.

ApOy30B, maraschk, nogHsuics. Jluio ero ObuI0 OJ€AHO, YEPHBIM KJIOK BOJIOC MOBUC Ha JIOy,
I71a3a CMOTPEJIH C MbSHOW, HeYeJIOBEYeCKOW CKOPOBIO, C MOTBOOH.

— Mosxer, 3abynem?.. Hudero He ObUIO... BCe MoO-TipekHeMy... Hemum? — mporoBopui oH ¢
OTYasTHUEM.

Hesumm Bapyr nozaHsia o6e pyKu Ko JIOy, 3aI0MUJIA TAJBIIbL, ¥ JIMLO €€ C 3aKPhIBIIMMUCS IJ1a-
3aMU UCKa3Wia Takast Cyiopora O0JH, 4To J1axe 3yObl OCKAJIWIICH U OJIECHYJIM B CyMpake.
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— 3aueM 3710... Boxe MoW, 3auem! — ckazasia OHa THXO, TakK, YT0 ApOy30B e/1Ba CJIBIIIAL.

— Cnymaii, Henmm, — MpaqHO 1 Kak OyJITO TOP:KECTBEHHO 3arOBOPHUT OH, — HE MOT'Y SI XKHTh 0e3
TeOs. .. HenaBumky, npesupaio, a... He mory! [Tonnmaenis, He mory!.. lymar, 3a0yay, MbsHCTBOBA,
6e300pa3HuYal, CKBEPHO KWII... TAJOCTU Aenai... 3a Teds Jpyrue nponai... [leHbramu, cuion
opadt... CKoJbKO Ku3HeW uzypopoal... [Iponanu Hu 3a uto!.. Bee 3ps... Onsare Kk Tebe mpuiesn.
Yro 310 Takoe? CymacimiectBue, uro ju?.. He mory... Bee 3a0yamy, Bce mpoiity, TONBKO. . .

— 9T0 HEBO3MOXHO! — ¢ ycuiueM otBetuia Hemnu.

— Tlouemy?.. dymaemb, He 3a0ymy?.. 3a0ymy!.. Bot tak cepatie coxmy u 3abymy... Bymy
MOOUTH, JTacKaTh, Kak pedeHka... Hemmm mos!.. Munas, comHsimko moe!.. VImu, MOXET, THl €ro
moouIib ere?..

Hesnumu B3nporuyna, ryObl ee 1IeBeJIbHYIIMCh B KAKOK-TO MYYUTEIbHOM Cyaopore.

— Her, — oTBeTH/Ia OHA M TOBTOPWJIA TIOUTH €O 371000i: — Her!

— IIpaBaa? — pagocTHO KpUKHY! ApOy30B. — f1 3HaI0, THI HUKOTA He JoKelb. .. [IpaBaa?.. Tak
YTO K... eeM. .. Hemm. .. co mHou?..

— Her, — m1yxo oreetmiia Hemm.

— Jla nmouemy xe?.. Mens He mooumb?.. Hy, Tak npy3bsavu OygeM, BMecTe KU3Hb KOHUYATh
Oynem... Benb ThI cBOEro cepiiia He 3Haellb. .. BeJb ThI... ThI IPOMa/eIb TaK, a s 3a Teos. ..

— Droro HUKoOraa He OyneT, — oTBeTwia Hemm.

— la TBI cymaciieaasi, 4to Ju? — Kak OyATO CO CTPAIIHON HEHABUCTHIO KPUKHYIT ApOy30B. —
UYero THl JIOMaeIIbCs. .. 4yero xodemib?.. YToOwl 51 cebe mysmo B JIoO myctui, 4ro jm?.. Beab 310 Ha
CMEpTh TOJIKATH!..

Hesnmu BOpyr KOPOTKO ¥ HEXOPOIIIO 3aCMesLIach.

— I'myniee sToro BB HUYEro NMpuayMath He Moru ?.. HeMHOro He ¢ Toro KoHIia HauMHaete!..

ApOy30B B3JpOrHYIT U OTIIATHYJICA. EMy MOKa3anock, YTO OH OCIIBIIIANICS, UM HE TaK TTOHSLI,
WJIM OHA C yMa COIIUIA.

— YTO THI XOUEIlIb CKa3aTh?

Hernm nponomkana cMesATbCs TUXMM 3araIOYHbIM CMEXOM.

ApOy30B MIarHy/I K HEH, MPUOIU3UI CBOIO TSKETYIO JIOOACTYIO TOJIOBY K €e JIMIy U BIWJICS
B Camble 3paYKM TEMHBIX HEMUTAIOMIMX IJ1a3. Bian3ko-01M3ko cMOTpe Ha HEero Takue OrpOMHBIE,
CTpaHHbIC U CTpAIIHble BOIW3M, 3TU KPYIJIble, YepHbIE 3pauky, B KOTOPBIX MPSYETCs Aylla YeaoBe-
yeckast. B rimyOuHe ux 4To-To IMIeBeIMIOCh HEYJIOBUMBIMH, YCKOb3AIOIIMHU JBHKEHUSAME, TOYHO Ha
JHE TIPOTIACTH, BO MPaKe, CKOJIb3KO IIEBEJINIIACH PUTAUBIIASCS 3Mesl.

— Hy, noroBapuBaii, Hy? — XpHUILUIO TPOOOPMOTAIT OH.

Hemmm coBceM pacxoxoTasiach, 3BOHKO M Becesio, OTTOJKHY/Ia €ro, OToIlIa K OKHY M celna.
Vromnku ee cxaThix ryd MOJepriuBajIvch, I71a3a CMESUIMCh MPAYHbIM, 37TbIM CMEXOM.

— Huuero s He xouy!.. OctaBbTe MeHs BCe B MIOKOE. .. Sl HUKOrO HE Tporaio.

ApOy30B ocTascs Ha MecTe, HU3KO OIYCTHB T'OJIOBY U CBECHB KPEIKHUE CHJIbHBIE PYKH.

— Cnymmiait, Hesuti, — 3aroBopust OH, MIsIAs B CTOPOHY, — TYT HIYTUTh HEYero. .. I moHnMaro. . .
MoxeT, ¥ B caMOM [ieJie pacKpouTh eMy OalllKy Ha MecTe... 1a ¥ ceOe KcTaTu. .. Jlydine He npumy-
Maelis. .. Jla Beab 4to k u3 Toro? Bee paBHO 3TMM He nonpasullib... [la v Thl, moxkasyid, MEHs ke
BO3HEHaBH IeNa Obl TOT/IA. .. Y, MPOKJIATAs XKeHCKas aymal..

Henmm momnmyana.

ApOy30B HEpPOBHO TPOHYJICS C MECTa, MOJOIIEN K Hel M OMNATh OMYCTUJICA HAa KOJEHH, Kak
MaJICHbKHUH, TTOJIOHB Ha €€ YepHYI0 I00KY CBOIO OOJIBIIIYIO KYApsIBYIO rosioBy. Iof xkecTkoi matepueit
3apOXajy MATKHE TerlIble )KeHCKHe KoeH!. [IpoIio HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, U BAPYT JIACKOBast JIerKast
pyKa JI0O00OBHO M HEKHO CTaja IJIAUTh €ro CIyTaHHbIE YIpsMble BOJIOCH. OH TOMBKO B3IPOTHY U
elle Kperye Mpuxkacs MEeKor K ee KOJIeHSIM.

— Mwieiii, 6e/IHBIA MO, CIIaBHBIN!.. — TUXO, TOYHO Oarokas, mentaina Hemmm, u ctpaHeH Obul
ee MevyasIbHBIN JIACKAIOIIUH IIIETIOT, eJIe CJBIIIHBIN B CyMpaKe 1 TUIIMHE Bevepa.
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OnHa cMoTpelia TIOBEpPX €ro roJIOBbl IUPOKO OTKPHITHIMUA TEMHBIMU TIa3aMH, U HEBUIAUMBIC
CJIE3BI OIATH TUXO MOOEKATH TIO ee OJISTHBIM IIeKaM.

— JloGumbrii!

ApOy30B ObICTpO MOAHSIT rosioBy. Crie3pl OECKOHEUHOH KaJIOCTH U JIIOOBH 3aJIMJIA €r0 CEepile.
['yObI ero, kak Obl POTUB BOJIM, BCTPETUIIMICh C MATKAMU, TOPSUYMMEU OT CJie3 KEHCKUMH T'yOamu.
Uro-TO 3aresno Kpyrom, MomaTHYIUCh CTEHBI, ITOJT MeJJIEHHO TOTLIBLT U3-TI0/1 KOJieH. Bee mepeskuroe,
PEBHOCTB, TOpe, 371004, BCe, YTO OBbLIO, KyAa-TO YIIUIO, OCTAIIOCH TOJIBKO 3TO MUJIOE, CIaKoe, Oe33a-
IIIUTHOE TeJIO JKSHIIIMHBI, MSATKO U MIOKOPHO TMOJ/IaBaBINIEECs B €r0 KeJe3HbIX pyKax.

— Munas, 3omotast Mosi, Jooumasi!.. — menrtan ApOy30B, Helysl ee ropsuue ryobl, MOKpbIe
K, MOKpPBIE TJ1a3a, BOJIOCHL, TPY/Ib.

— Tax b1 MeHs mooumib?.. Jlrooums?.. [Ipoctums?.. 3a Bee?.. — THXO, Kak B Opej1y, HECBSIZHO
ropopwia Hemmu, mprkuMasich K HEeMy BCEM TEJIOM.

U Bapyr ApOy30B OYyBCTBOBAJI IIEKOM €€ MyXJIbliA, OOJIBIION KUBOT, KPYIJIBIA, OTBPATUTEb-
HbIf. CTparHas cyaopora OTBpAIlleHHs] OTTOJKHY/IA ero. MydJuTeIbHBIM YCUJIUEM, TTOUYTH CXOJIS C
yMa, 9yBCTBYs, UTO TYOHUT Bce, ApOy30B XOTeJI 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 OOHSATH €€ OMATh, OOHSATH ellle Kperrde,
CKaTh /10 0OJH, 331aBUTh U €€, U CBOE OTBPAIIIEHUE B STHX OOBATHUSX, U HE MOT.

— A-a! — 3acToHas OH.

Hennu, ypoHUB pyKH, COCKOJIB3HYBIIIKE C €T0 IIer, CMOTpelia Ha Hero OakeHHBIMU HETIOHH-
MAIOIIIMH I7I1a3aMH M BCSI TSHYJIACh K HeMy. ApOy30B cXBaTuJics 3a roioBy. U BApyr crpatHas onen-
HOCTb Pa3IMjIach MO ee JIMILY, I71a3a CTajJi MOHUMAIOIIMMU, OCTPBIMH, TOPIOE M 3JI0€ BBIPAKECHHUE
npomnuio B HUX. Heyum MeieHHo BeTana.

— Viinute! — X0IOOHO MPOroBOpIJIa OHA. B OellieHOM MOphIBe OTYasTHUS, YyBCTBYS, UTO BCE
pymmtcsi, ApOy30B KMHYJICS K HEH, XOTeJ CHJION OOHSTb.

— Hennu, npoctu. .. Ho Beap 51 He Mory... cpa3y 3a0bITh. .. Thl JOMKHA e MOHATD. .. Hemm!

— Her, sToro nukora He npoiatot, 3axap MakcuMoBuY, — X010HO Bo3paszwia Hemm. — U Bbl
HE TaKOW YeJIOBeK... YUIWTE, OCTaBbTE MEHs B TOKOE. .. MHe ke OONbHO! — ¢ OTUasiHueM KpUKHYJIa
OHa.

— Hukorma! — orBetrst ApOy30B, U rOJIOC €ro JUKO PasJieTesics TI0 BCEMY JIOMY.

— 3, NOJHOTE. .. — C YCMelIKou Bo3pasuia Hemtu. — 9To Bce roBopsT.

— Bce ne !

— A BHI He TakoH, Kak Bce?.. 1 cama mogymana, a Tenepb BUKY, 4TO ommodanack... Yero Bam
HyXHO oT MeH#?.. Moero Tena?.. [la 6epute ero Bec, 6yib OHO MPOKJIATO!.. TONBKO OCTaBbTE MEHS. . .
Hy, uro?.. Bel xoTtute, 94T0o0BI 51 ObLIa Barei modopHutiei?.. Xopomo!.. Bepure! Bepute *ke!.. Ceii-
qac!.. Ax, Boxe Moii, XOTb Obl yMepeTh ckopee!

ApOy30B XOTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TOJIOC €r0 COpBaJICS. BIpyr Bcem CyIecTBOM CBOMM OH
TIOHSLJT, YTO Ha STOT pa3 BCe KOHYEHO.

Henmm xpana. BeITh MOXET, B 3Ty MUHYTY JOBOJIBHO OBbUIO OBl OJHOTO €ro CJIOBa, OJHOW
MaJIeHBKOH JIACKH, YTOOBI Cepiie ee, OXKECTOUCHHOEe M OOJbHOE, PACTBOPUIOCh B OECKOHEYHOU
mo6su. Ho ApOy3oB monmyan. I Hemuum ycnplimana, 9to OH Tulaver.

ApOy30B cujies1 y OKHa, Ha TOM MecTe, C KOTOPOTO BCTajla OHA, U, TOJIOKHMB TOJIOBY Ha PYKH,
T1akaj. Xpuruio U CUILUIO, Kak cCOOAUMi JTai, BRIPBIBAIMCH 3BYKH CTPAHHOTO MY>KCKOTO riavya. Hemmm,
Kak Oe3yMHasi, KWHYJIaCh K HEMY, HO OCTAaHOBHJIACh U 3JIOMHUJIA PYKH.

— Jla mepecraHbTe Bbl! — KpUKHYJa OHA B oT4asiHUM. — Kak BaM He cThiiHO. .. S Bac Korga-to
HE TakuM. .. Bel, ApOy30B, TU1aueTe OTTOro, YTo KEHIIUHA JIIOOUT APYTOro. . .

— Yt0? — MammHaIbHO Tiepectipocit ApOy30B. B rmazax Hemmn MenbkHY/a Kakasi-To OTYasiH-
Hasl MBICJTb.

— Hy, na, mo6wur. ..

Ona nomosyara, Kak Obl COOMpasiCh C CHJIAMH, U BIPYT PACCUUTAHHO U KECTOKO JIOKOHUMIIA:
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— Jliobur! Bee-taku modwt!.. Ciplmmre, 9TO 8 jraja BaM, 4To pasmodwna... Crupimmre?..
Jlio6mo!.. HenaBuky, a mo0mo... OgHoro ero moOmo... A Bbl... MHE CMeNIHBI... Crpimmre?
Cwmeraet! OH B3sUT Bee 1 OpocuIt... 3T0 MykunHa! A BBI TUlaueTe, Kak 06ada... S mobmmo ero, ciibi-
mmTe, JoOmo .. 3aXouer oH, 5 OT Bac K HeMy Ha KojieHsx nonomy!.. Kak cobaka!.. Crpimmre xe, Hy?

CuiibHast pyKa B CTpAIIIHOM Cy/iopore cxana ee ropio. B riazax Hemnm momyTunock, KpacHsie
KPYT'Y TOIIBUTH KYy/1a-TO MUMO.

—A-a... —06emieHo xpurnen ApOy30B. — Tak ThI elie u3zieBarbes. .. YObIo... Onsiab HecuacTHast ! ..

Hennu He conpotuiisiiack. TeMHbIe BOJIOCH €€ PACCHINAIUCH 10 XYISHbKUM, XPYIKUM ILjie-
YyaM, BCSI OHA M30THYJIACh, KaK TPOCTMHKA, MHCTUHKTMBHO CTapasich yaepkaThCsl Ha Horax. JIuio
MIOCHHEJIO, I71a3a BbUIE3M U3 OPOUT, OCKaJIeHHbIe 3yObl OecHyM B TeMHOTe. OHa 3axpuriena.

Brpyr ApOy30B cTpalHbpIM TOITYKOM OTOPOCHII ee B cTopoHy. Henmu ynapuinacs G0okom o cToi,
CXBaTUJIACh 32 CKAaTePTh, MOCKOJIb3HYIACH U, CTSHYB BCE CO CTOJIA, yIasia Ha Mo, ApOy30B KHUHYJICS
K Heil. B yxace, ayocTu, JIIOOBU U CTHIJIE €[1Ba HE pa30PBAJIOCH €r0 Cep/te.

— Heumu! — oTyastHHO KpUKHYJ OH. EMY mipesicTaBuiioch, 4to oH yous ee.

Hennu npunogHsnacek 1 cena, Kak OyATO CIIOKOWHO, MOAHSB PyKU M TionOupasi Boiockl. OHa
YTO-TO CKa3aja, HO TaK TUXO, YTO ApOy30B HE pacCIbIIIal.

—Yro0?.. Hennmm, mpocTH, IPOCTH. .. 1 C yMa coltien!.. — G00pMOoTal OH, Ij1a4a ¥ CTapasich MOAHSTh
ee.

— Kanb, yto He 3aaymmi! — Tuxo nporoopuiia Hemnu u 3acmesiinace.

ApOy30B CXBaTHIICS 3 TOJIOBY M O€3 Ik OPOCHUICS BOH U3 KOMHATHI.

— 3ops! — kpukHy/Ia Henmm kak motepsiHHasi M Ha KOJIHsX rononsia 3a HuM. Ho Ap6y3oB
HE CJIBIXaJl.
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XV

Tpoiika xana ero, Ho ApOy30B He 3aMEeTHJI U TPOIIIe] MUMO, OXBAaTHB TOJIOBY PyKaMH, IT1aTa-
sich. BOThMax OH HATKHYJICSI HA TPOTYapHBIN CTOJIOMK, B KPOBb Pa30MJI KOJIEHO, HO HE 3aMETUIT U
3TOTO.

Kt0-TO OKJIMKHYJI ero:

— 3axap Makcumosuu!.. Kyna BbI. .. 6e3 manku?.. YTo cayduiocs?..

ApOy30B NOIHST TOJIOBY, Y3HAJ OeJIblii KUTENb U [UIMHHYIO Cepylo IMHeNb KopHeTa Kpayse u
3acMesyIcs Kak CyMacIleInIHi.

— Yo ¢ BaMu? — cepbe3HO CITPOCHIT KOPHET.

— Huuero, npyr!.. A manku He HaJI0. .. B ’K13HU, OKa3bIBaeTCs, MOXKHO U 6€3 cepiia 0OONTUCH,
TaK 4TO yXK TYT — IIanKal..

Kopunet Kpay3e BHUMaTEIbHO 1 CEpbE3HO BBICTYIIAT STOT UCCTYIUICHHBIA Ope].

— Ioiinemte KO MHe, — cKa3ay OoH. ApOy30B OMATh PACCMESIICH. . .

— Hymaenib, ¢ yma comen?.. Her, 6par, Takue Jioau, Kak s, B TOM-TO U TOpe, HUKOTAa ¢ yMa
HE CXOJAT. .. Bce BhITepnAT, MOAJIEIbI, BCE MEPEHECyT, a. .. [loiaem, uto k... Bonka y Te0s ectsb?

— Ectb BUHO, — cka3as kopHeT Kpay3e, BHUMATeIbHO MPUIIISIBIBAsACH K ApOy30BYy.

Kakoe TyT, Kk uepry, BuHO!.. Bogku Hago!

— Byner u Bozka, — cornacuiicst kopaeT Kpayse.

— Hy, unem.

— 3a Bamu Jioaau enyT, — 3ameTtus Kpayse, — Ux HaJjo OTIIPaBUTh JJOMO.

— Jlomamu? A, ia, mycTh €AyT K 4epTy! — MaxHyJ pyKoi ApOy30B.

— Her, 310 HeynoOHO, — BO3pa3wJl KOPHET, TOJIONIEN K TPOWKE W MPUKA3al Kydepy JApyrou
yJIUIIeH ogbexaTh K cBoe kBaptupe. [lorom BepHyics k ApOy30BYy.

ApOy30B cTosi1 y 3a00pa, MPUCTOHUBIIUCH K HEMY JIOOM.

— T'otoBoO, MOXHO MITH, — cKazas Kpayse, Tporas ero 3a riedo.

— A?.. la, MOXHO, MOXHO, Opar... — oTBeTUJ ApOYy30B, U BAPYT, OECCMBICIICHHO YJIHIOAsCh,
cKazal: — A s, Opar, ceiiyac 4yTh 4eJioBeKa He yOuI. . .

Koprer Kpay3e Bbic/y11a71 BHUMATEJBHO.

— Xoporto. 1o nmotoM. Bee-taku He yommu?.. Mnem. OH B3su1 ApOy30Ba 1Moj pyKy U TOBEI.
ApOy30B 111eJ1 TOCIYIITHO, CHOTHIKASICh HA KaK/IOM IIary.

— Tyt cTon6uk, He ymmoutecs. .. Teneps cioaa. .. Hy, BoT u npunumy. .. Heanexo. .. — roBopu
KOPHET, OTBOpSisl KAJIUTKY | Tporryckasi ApOy30Ba BIiepel.

B censix pnvrens, rae xun kopHet Kpayse, ObU10 TEMHO, MTaXJI0 COMAATCKAM OOPIIIOM U IITUHE-
abio. KopHeT Hamapwi pydky 1Bepu, BIycTUa ApOy30Ba, HaIlles CIIAYKH, 3aKeT JIAMITYy W, Ha X0y
CHUMasI IIMHEJTb, BBIIIEI OMSTh B CEHHU.

— 3axapueHKo! — KpUKHYJI OH KOMY-TO Y TIOTOM IIIETIOTOM JIOJITO TOBOPHUJL.

— Ciymato, Bare 61aropoaue, Tak TOUHO. .. — OTBevall COJIATCKuii rooc. Kpayse BepHyJics.

— Ceituac Oyner BojKa, — CKa3aJl OH.

ApOy30B CTOSIT IOCpeIy KOMHATHI, TaM, IJIe ero OCTaBUJI KOPHET, U cMoTpen B non. Kpayse
MOIyMaJl, B3sJT €r0 3a IUIeYM U MOocaguil y crtosa. ApOy30B cesl IOKOPHO M, TOUYHO B TIEPBHIN pa3
YBUJIEB, CO CTPAHHOM, OOJIE3HEHHO JIIOOOTBITHOM YJIBIOKOW OIJISIIBIBAJI KOMHATY.

— A y 1ebs TYT XOPOIIIO, — TOOPOIYIITHO CKa3asl OH.

— Ila, 1 HeLypHO yCTPOMIICS, — coracuiicsi KopHeT Kpayse, — 51 o000 koMpopT.

Komnata Obuta Gobliias, fqaxe yepecdayp Oolbinast 4t OTHOTO YenoBeka. KpoBarth crosiia 3a
MIePEropoaKON, y CTeHbI ObLT IMMPOKUI TYPELKHIA AUBaH, OOJBIION MUCbMEHHBIN CTON OJIecTel mpe-
BOCXOIHBIM MPaMOPHBIM MPUOOPOM, ObljTa KauyasiKa, BOJTUbs IIKYpa Ha MOy U KOBEP HaJl AUBAHOM.
Ha xoBpe MeTaiimyeckuM MoMyKpyroM BUCEJH IIAIIKH, PYKbsi U PEBOJIBBEPBI, TYCKJIO OTCBEUHMBAsI
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HUKEJIMPOBAHHBIMH YaCTSAMU. B yrily CTOSUI MIONMUTP ¢ HOTAMU, U CTPaHHAs, [UIMHHAS IIeKa BHO-
JIOHYEJIH 3arajIouHo BHIITIsAABIBANA U3 yexia. [laxmo gyxamu u TabakoM.

BepHyics aeHIMK, NPUHEC BOJKY, PIOMKH, TAPEJIKU C KaKOU-TO COJIEHOW 3aKyCKOW, ITOCTaBUII
Ha CTOJ U yIIIel.

— Ceitvyac nmogaayT camoBap, — ckaszajl kopHet Kpayse.

— CamoBap?.. A, epyHaa!.. Beirbem BOT Jiyuliie BOAKY, — BO3pa3ui ApOy30B, HAJIWII U BHITTAIL.
Kpay3se k cBoeil pioMKe He MpUTPOHYJICs. ApOYy30B BHIITHII €11e U ellie.

— Ciymmaii, KOpHET, Thl B JTIOOOBb BEpHIIb? — BAPYT CIIPOCHII OH, KPUBO YCMEXasiCh.

— $ HUKOr I He JIIOOUJII ¥ TOTOMY HHUYEro ONpeie/IeHHOTo cKa3aTh He Mory, — oTBeTu Kpayse.

— He mo6un? Hy, TBoe cuactbe!.. A Tak, BOOOIIe, BEPUIIIb, JIOMYCKALIIIh?

— KoneuHo, 51 He MOTy He JAOIYCTUTh TOTO YYBCTBA, — CKazasl KopHeT Kpayse. — D10, H0KHO
ObITb, OYEHb CHJILHOE YyBCTBO! — IMOyMaB, pacCyIUTEIbHO MTPUOABIII OH.

— A 1, 6par, moOuJ. .. BeimbeMm, a?

— Boimbem. .. 4 3Ha10. Bbl oueHb HecuacTHBIN YesioBek, — 3ameTuit Kpayse.

ApOy30B ycTaBUJICS Ha HETO, MIPUIILYPHUB OJVH IJIa3.

— 3naems?.. Hy, nagHo... A HecyacTHeIM MHe, ApOy30BYy, He ObIBaTh!.. DTO POCTO ONAKD,
Kpaysze... [Ipoitner!.. Bor BeilibeM u npoiiger!

— Kaxaplii uenoBek MOXeT ObITh HECYACTHBIM, — PACCYAUTEHHO BO3Pa3uil KOPHET. — XOTb BH,
ApOy30B, 1 OOraThiil YeJIOBEK, HO MOXKETe CTpa/iaTh, KaK M BCSIKUH APYroi yenoBek. M aToMy Hemb3s
[IOMOYb BBLIITUTON BOJIKOM.

—I'oBopurib, Bce HecuacTHele?.. [la BepHo n?.. Het i cuactiuseix ?.. Hy, Te, komy Bee B pyku
naetcs?.. VI TanaHrt, ¥ ycrex, ... K KoMy JIIOOMMasi KEHIIIHA Ha KOJIEHSIX MOJI3ET, TOJIbKO CBUCTHH. . .

— DT0 ele He cYaCTbe, — BO3Pa3ul KOPHET, — TAJIAHT — OOJIbIIIe, 51 JyMalo, CTpajaHue, 4emM
cyacTbe, ycrex — JeJI0 OTHOCUTENIBHOE, a OHA JKEHIIMHA He MOKET HAllOJHUTh BCIO KU3Hb.

— A MOI0 BOT HaroJIHUJIA.

—3TO BaM TOJILKO KaxeTcs Tak. [ToToMy uTO BbI M30AI0BaHBI C IETCTBA U AOCOTIOTHO MPA3/IHBI.
Brl IpyBBIKIIN, YTO BCE BAIIM JKEJIAHUS YIOBJIETBOPSIOTCS, M KOTIa BAM HE JaJIi TOTO, YeTO BbI XOTEJIH,
BaM yXe KaXeTcsl, YTO BCE TOrHOJI0 M CYaCThe TOJNBKO B 9TOM... B 3TOH keHiuHe. Ho 3To TobKO
TaK... a €c/y Obl 9Ta JKEHIIMHA Bac MOJ0OMIa, OHa OBl ke He 3HauMJIa JUIsl BaC TaK MHOTO U, MOXKET
OBITD, JaXe Mellaia Obl BAM KUTh.

ApOy30B ciyIasi, MOHYpPHUBIIKCh, CBECHB Ha JIOO KJIOK YePHBIX BOJIOC.

— 51, KOHeYHO, He JIOOWJI, KaK BB, HO s MHOTO JiyMaJl HaJ )KU3HBIO U JIOOOBBIO M TIPUILEN K
3aKJIIOYEHHIO. . .

ApOy30B BAPYT 3aCMeEsIICS.

— AX Tbl, HEeMUypa, HeM4ypa. .. akKyparHas!.. Pa3mbIluisI, K 3aKII0YEHUIO TIPUILIEN, CIIOKEHHE
Y BBIUMTAHKE MIPOU3BEIL. .. UTO Xe Moaydmnock?.. Tyt, Opar, He mpuelb K 3aKJII0YeHHo. .. TyT He
Pa3MBICITUIIb, BHIYUTAHUS HE TIPOM3BE/IEIIb. .. KOrJa TeOsi CaMOro BBIYMTAIOT BOH... A Thl 3HAelllb,
YTO TaKoe JIOOOBb?

— 51 yxe ckazan Bam, — Hauaus ObuT0 KOpHET Kpayse.

— Croit, nonoxau! — nepedus ero ApOy30B, XBaTasi 3a pyKy v npurudast KHu3y. 5 tede ckaxy. ..
JI1060Bb, 3TO, Opar... KOraa Thl pa3yM Tepsiellb, Koraa cepate OOIuT, BOT TyT ropHT... Koraa Thl 1
pEeBHYelllb, U HEHABU/IUIIIb, U TTPE3UPaellib, U KUTh He MOKeIIb 6e3 Hee. .. Korja Tl momoouIib, Tel Ha
BECh CBET HAUHEIIb CMOTPETh CKBO3b Hee. .. By/eIb 11es1ble HOuM Moji OKHAMHU CTOSITh, Oy/eIllb HOTH
11eJIOBaTh, BCE IPOCTHIIIb, BCE MIEPEHECeIb. . . Taxe Oy/Ielb KeJlaTh, 9ToObl Tede elne OoIbHel ObLIOo! ..
[To Houam Oyzerb TUIaKkaTh, €CJIM KEHIHA OPOBH HAXMYPUT U HE TIPUJIAcKaeT, Oy/ielb caM MeTh 1
CMESAIThCSI, €CIIM JIACKOBO TIOIETyeT NP MPOIIAHUH. .. By/ienis 1T, pa3BpaTHAYaTh, IPOCTUTYTOK
MYYHTh, & TIOTOM YMOEIIbCS, MPUYEIIeNIbCs], PUAEIIb YNCTEHbKUI, THXOHBKUI U OyZielb B I71a3a
CMOTpETh, Kak cobaka!.. 3a Topjo CXBaTHIlb, HE 3aJyIIUIIb... Oylenb OUTh U My4uTb, a TIOTOM
IJIaKaTh OT XKAJIOCTH, KAXKJ0e YIIUOJIEHHOE TOOON MECTO I1eJIOBATh. .. a IIOTOM. ..
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Sl He 3Ha... 4YTO BB roBopute?.. ITO Kakoe-TO cymaciiectBue! — ckazain kopHeT Kpayse c
oTBpaieHreM. ApOy30B ellle Kpermye CXBAaTUI ero 3a pykKy.

— Ax ThI, OenHas Hemuypa! [la Beib B TOM-TO M CYACThe, YTO cyMmacliecTBue... Eciam Obl 5k
coBceM coitu ¢ yma!.. Eciim Ob1 camoro ceOst Ha KYCOUKH pe3aTh, a OHa YTOOBI CMesIach 1 B JIAJIONIKU
xJionasa!

— Kakoe :xe 310 cuactbe, 310 cTpagaHue!

— A B cTpaaHuM pa3Be HaclaxaeHus Het?.. Huduero Tol He moHMMaelb ! .. Pa3mbinuisii, Opart,
MPUXOIH K 3aKJIIOUSHHSM. .. BCe PaBHO HE TMONMeIIb!.. A Tl 3Haelllb, KOTJa Thl CTOMIIb B TEMHOM
yIJIy, & OHa MUMO TIPOCKOJIb3HET, HAKUHYB TUIATOYEK, K APYroMy... Thl CTOUIIb ¥ BUIMUIIIb, CKBO3b
CTEHBI BUMIIb, BOT OHA BXOIUT, CTBIAWTCSI, KpacHeeT... 3HAeT, 3aueM IpHIIUIA, 3aU4eM OHa eMy
HYXHa. ..

A OH TOPOITUTCS, TIJTAThe PBET, KOMKAET. .. Thl, MOXKET, BO BCIO KU3Hb TOJIBKO U BUJIEI, UTO PYKY
ee, a [Tl Hero oHa Bcsl rofiasi, 6eccTbiqHast. UTo Xouer, TO ¢ Helo M JIeJIaeT. . . BaJIseT 10 KPOBATH TBOIO
CBAITBIHIO, KaK TTPOCTUTYTKY. .. B BRIAYMKax U3omipsiercs. .. Ml oHa BceMy NOmTUMHSETCs, Olarogapur
3a CYacThe, YTO OH HaJ| Hel0 YAOCTOMJI HATeHIUThCs BCacTh... Pyky emy nenyer!.. [Totrom oH ycra-
HET, OTBAIMTCS, MAMKUPOCY 3aKypHT. .. Oosbiie He HykHa!.. Ha 1Bope cBeTaer, oHa onsiTb MUMO TeOsI
MPOCKOJIb3HET, KaK TeHb... BOJIOCH pacmyIleHsl, IiaTbe U3MSTO, KPUBO HAJETO... ycTajas, 3amy-
YeHHasl... A Thl BCE CTOUIIIb. .. Bce cTouIlb. .. [leit, Kpayse! — kpuknyn ApOy30B.

OH roBopui, Kak B Opeqy, U B ero OECCBSI3HBIX, MPBITAIINUX CJIOBAX HENb3sl ObUIO TIONMATh
CMbICIIA.

— MosxHO BHINIUTH, — CKa3asl KopHeT Kpay3e, — HO Bce, 4TO BBl paccKasaiu, — yxkacHo. U s He
MOHUMAIO0, KaK MOKHO 9TO MEPEKUTh. . .

ApOy30B pajoCTHO paccMesiicsl.

— A, He nonumaenis?.. 1 1 He noHumaro... Hudero He nmoHnmaio, Musiasi Tol MOsl HEMUYpa. ..
A BOT BUIUIIIb, IEPEKUIL. ..

— Heyxeinu BbI. ..

ApOy30B IOCMOTpEJT Ha HETO TSKEJIBIM TbSTHBIM B3IJISIOM.

—$1... — KOpOTKO OTBETUJI OH M KpUKHYI: — [1eit, Opar, 4To TaM. .. nei!

Kpay3ze Hamwi, u 06a Beimn. ApOy30B 3aaymalics, MoArep rojioy pykou. JmHnbii Kpayse
CHJEJ MOJIYa ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPEJ Ha HETO.

— la, — 3aroBopms1 ApOy30B Me/IJICHHO, Kak OyATO MPHUXO/is B ceOs U B IITYOOKOM pa3iaymbe, —
3TO He MateMartuka, Kpayse. .. U cuactbe, ¥ cocTpaianue, 1 BCsl JKU3Hb — HE MaTeMaruka. .. Hukorna,
HUKOI/IA JIIOISIM BCe K OJHOMY 3HAMEHATeNI0 He MPUBECTH... A CleIoBaTeIbHO, CIIeJOBATENBHO. ..
Croit, nomoxu!.. 51, KaxkeTcs:, COBceM IbsiH. .. S Tpu AHSA B Oapaake muJl. .. Bripouem, BBIIbeM eIlle. . .

— MosxHo, — cornacuics Kpayse u HajwL.

— Cnymaii, Kpay3se, — 3aroBopui ApOy30B MeIJICHHO U C PACCTAaHOBKOW, — UYTO, €CIH OBl
yesoBeka youn?..

— 910 OBLIO OBl YOUICTBO, — CKa3asl KopHeT Kpay3e. ApOy30B 3acmesiics.

— BepHo!.. A b1 ymMHBIT Hemer!.. KOHEYHO — TOJIBKO YOUIACTBO. . . 6ombiiie HUYero. .. To obex,
TO B BaTepKJIO3eT TMOM/IEIllb, a TO YOMICTBO. .. TONBKO U Bcero. U He Hajl 4eM TyT My4YUThCs, TOJIOBY
JIOMaTh. .. YOMIACTBO, U Oosbiie HI4ero!.. S ogHax bl coOaKy yOwI... U3 peBoJibBepa 3aCTPEIuII. . .
[ToTom monro cnaTh He Mor... 3a0bIBaTh CTaNl, a BAPYT Cpeay HOUM M BCIIOMMHAIO, KaK OHA BepTe-
JIach Ha CHETY W HOTaMH Jiepraja. A OTOM M HU4Yero, 3a0bL1. .. [IoMHIO, pa3a [1Ba ake C yIOBOJb-
CTBHEM IIPO CBOMU OIIYIIEHHS OAPHIITHIM paccKasbiBal... [laxke HEKOTOPYIO TOpAOCTh YyBCTBOBA:
yOusI, MOJI, ¥ HAYETO... CMOTPHUTE, KaKoi TBepabli yesoBek!.. Ha oxoTe Toke... HEMPUATHO elle
’KMBOU TITHUIIE TOJIOBY CBEPTHIBATh, a CBEpHeIlb, U 3a0bl1. [lycTsaku Bce 310, Kpayse... yoObelb, u
HUKaKWX... A 4dejoBek Jydiie codaku, Kpayse?

— He 3Hai0... He gymaio, — OTBETHJI KOPHET.
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— U s ve nymamo... Moxer, u yobio. Bot koro youBars, He 3Haio: ee, ero uim ceos?.. Kak Tbl
JyMaeliib?

— PazymHnee Bcero, no-moemy, €ro... — ogyMaB, ckazasl KopHet Kpayse.
— Bparo!.. UmenHo — pa3ymuee!.. B ToM-T0 U Jiesio, 4To pa3ymHee. A eCliv M ero JIIOOUIIIb,
Kpayze?

—Torma ee... cebs...

— Tak koro xe? — ¢ 6e3yMHOI HACTOMYMBOCTHIO TipucTaBai ApOy30B. [71a3a y Hero Obutn MyT-
HBIE.

— 4 nymato, ceos.

— [ouemy?

— ITotomy 4TO eciu BBl ee yObeTe, TO BCIO KU3Hb OyeTe CTPaaaTh OT KaJOCTH.

— BepHo!.. Pa3Be 51 3a0y1y, Kak OHa TOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHs B TIOCJICTHIO MUHYTY !.. ManeHbKas,
crnabeHpKas OyJeT MpeACTaBIAThCI MHE. .. a 51 ee yow! Jlyure ce6s1, Kpayse.

— Ja, noxany#, Jydie.

— Hy, a eciu 1 ce6s1 yOblo. .. B ocieqHior MUHYTY He TIPE/ICTAaBUTCS] MHE, UTO OHA Yepe3 MO0
MOTUJTY K HeMy rioizieT? 51 Oyiy B 3emiie THUTb, & OH ee pas3zieBarh OyJeT, KaKoH-HUOYIb CIaI0CTpacT-
HBII HOMep BbiyMaeT. $1 momHio, Kpayse, MHe ObLIO JieT ABaduaTh... Oblia y MEHs JIOOOBHHUIIA,
MOJIOJICHbKasi OApBIIIHS. .. @ TaM Y Hac, Ha KJIaJouIIe, ObUT IOXOPOHEH OIUH oduliep, caMoyouiIa.
Tak st HOYBIO C HEIO MPHIIEST Ha KJIQJAOUIIE U HA €r0 MOTHJIE. .. TaM OblJIa O0JTbINast MpaMOpHAasI TUTUTA
C TOPbKOW HAJIHUCHIO. .. JJOJITO MyYHJI €€, Ha BCE JIAJBI. .. Ha XOJIOJHOM, MPaMOPHOW TUIUTE ropsiiee
roJjioe TeJo... Tl oHuMael b, Kpayse?.. 1 ocobeHHOe TO U ObLJIO, YTO BOT TYT, MO/l HAMU, JIKHUT
MepTBell U THHET, a s pa3BpaTHUYAIO, YTO HU Yac raxe, rps3Hee!.. OHa muiakasa, 60suiach MOTUJIHL. . .
penuruo3Hast Obuia. .. a s OT ITOro emie OoJbIle B 3BepCTBO BXoAWIL. Jlaxke U Tenepb Ipokb OepeT,
KOTJa BCIIOMUHAIO 3Ty HOYb, TOJIOE PO30BOE TeJIo Ha OesIol XomoqHoi mute. .. [Tnakana, a He cmena
MPOTUBUTHCS. .. MIOOWIIA. .. Tak BOT.

— Ha, 310 y)kacHo, — ckazai Kpayse.

— Hudero yxacHoro Ha cBeTe HeT, Hemuypa. .. Bece mycrsaku!.. Yto emy, meptaerty?.. Tam, Opart,
kpbiika!.. Kakoil yxac, Kakoil rpex, Korja — nompeliib, ¥ KBUT? BoH s moMHI0, oten ymep. JIexut Ha
CTOJIE, JIUIIO TAaKOe BaXKHOE, CEpbe3HOe, cefiast 00poaa KBepXy CMOTPHT. .. CTOIO 51 M CMOTPIO, TU1avy. . .
sl OY€Hb OTLIA JOOWII. .. MOHAaXMHsI YUTAET, CBEUM Tpeliar. .. Houb. M BApyr Aymaio: a 4to, €Ciiu 51 ero
3a HOC MOTsIHY ?.. U B3s171 MeHs yxac. .. Co CTeHBI JpeBHSs1 MIKOHA CMOTPHT, TOJIBKO OSJTKU OJIECTIT. . .
UyBCTBYI0, KaK HOTH CJIA0CIOT ¥ PyKM HEMEIOT... KaxkeTcs, 4To-To yKacHOe MPOU3OUMAET... ¢ yma
COIy, BCTAHET MEpPTBEll B CaBaHe W MPOKJISIHET, HeOO APOTHET, M 3aBeca B XpaMe pasiepercs...
A pyky Tak u Tonkaet... CTpaiiHo, cepiie 3aMUpaeT, XOJOIHbIHA MOT Ha JI0y... a pyKa TSHETCH. ..
[Totsany!.. Her!.. [Totany... [oTsaHyi.

— Hy, 1 9t0? — ¢ MOOOMBITCTBOM CIIpOCHIT KOpHeT Kpay3e.

— Hoc xonoaHslii ObLT. .. — BAJIO OTBETUI ApOy30B U 3aMOTUYAIL.
Kpay3ze nomouain Toxe. [Totom Bapyr npsicHy1. ApOy30B ¢ YIUBJIEHHEM TIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro.
— Yero Tb1?

Ho Kpay3e 3aymmics ete 6osbiiie. Bee ero ImMHHOE IO CMOPITAIIOCH, TOHKHE MeucTodesb-
CKHe OPOBH ChEXKUJIUCH, POT PACTSHYJICS 10 yileid. ApOy30By MOYEMY-TO CTaJIO HEMPHUSATHO.

— Ilepecranb, — ckazan oH, — niepectanb, Hy!.. Ho Kpayse ne ciayman. OH BCKOYMII C MeCTa,
3armaraji o KOMHate, Haruoaschb ¥ rpucezasi. Bee Tesno ero Tpscioch ot cMexa.

— Jla 9o ThI! — B MbSIHOM cMeXe KpUKHYJI ApOy30B.

— A-xa-xa... a-xa-xa... — 3anuBajcs Kpayse. OH Becbh MocuHel, Kaluisl, CMOpKaJICsl, Maxal
pyKamu.

CrpanHbii ykac onanen ApOy3oBbiM. EMy BIpyr mokasanochk, 4to 310 BoBce He Kpayse.

— Jla 3amoium ThI! — 3a0paJl OH, XBaTasi KOpPHETa 3a TUieud. — YObIO.
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Kpayse Bapyr cTux, BHTSHYI (PU3MOHOMUIO, C JOCTOMHCTBOM IPUIIONHSL CBOU KOChle OpOBH,
CeJl M CKa3aJl COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO:

— Moxet ObITh, MBI €llie BbIITbeM?

Tenepp ApOy30B CMOTpEJ Ha HETO C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM.

— Hy, u Hemuypa npoksaTas! — ckazan oH. Hactymuino momdyanue. Jlamma TyckJio ropesia Ha
CTOJIe, Ha CKaTepTH, MOKPOW OT BOAKH, ObUIO I'PSI3HO, KaK B KabOake, MEPTBEHHO MOOJIECKUBAJIO OpY-
’KKe Ha KOBpe. 3a CTeHOM CTOsiIa YyTKasi HOUb, 1 TOHEHbKUI CUHUN MeCSI] C TPallMO3HON Mevaibio
OrecTes1 B YMCTOM Heoe.
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XVI

Pano yrpom nenmmk pazoyauin Kpayse. ApOy30B elnie criaji Ha TuBaHe, B TOM KOMHATe, Tie OHU
MWK HOYBIO U IJIe Ha HeyOpPaHHOM CTOJIE ellle CTOSIIM T'PSI3HBIE TAPEJIKH, CTaKaHbl M OyTHUIKH. BbLIO
AYIITHO, TIaXJI0 BOJKOM, carioraMu U reperapoM. ApOy30B, OAETHIN, JIeXkal JIMIIOM BHUA3 Ha JUBaHE,
Y OJIHA pyKa ero, CTPaHHO BBIBEPHYBIIIUCh, TOUHO CJIOMaHHasl, CBECHJIACh JI0 Moiy. B e craBeHb
MIPOXOIVJI Y3€HBKHIA 30I0TOM JIyd COJTHIIA, ¥ PAAYKHBIN MBUIBHBIN CTOJIOMK BECeso JpoXkasi U Kpy-
THJICS] B CyMpaKe KOMHAThI. 30J10Tasl MOJI0CKa KOCO JIekasla Ha CToJIe, U SIPKO ropesia Oesasi 3Be3/j09Ka
Ha Kpaio pa3OUTOro CTakaHa.

Kpayse, Tuxo nBurasce, 4ToObl He pa30yaUTh TOCTS, H/IeN YUCTHIA KUTEINb, CEepeOpsIHYIO repe-
BsI3b, IIAIIKY W BAPYT CTAJI KPACHBBIM M HAPSAHBIM, JJa’ke HEMHOTO M3JIUIIHE BETUKOJICITHBIM.

Ha nBope 6b1710 rosry0oe HeOOo, YUCThINA paJIOCTHBIN BO3/IYX, COJHIIE U TPOMKHE, TOUHO OMBITHIC
YTPEHHEN poCcoM, 3BYKH.

Boio eme odeHb pano. CojHIIE CBETHIIO SIPKO M HU3KO, N0 3a00paMH U AEPEBbSIMHU JIEKAIH
royOble Chipble TeHU. B ToMax mouTu Bce CTaBHU ObLIM 3aKPbITHI, U 0 YJIUIIAM [IUTH TOJIBKO 0albl, C
KyBIIMHAMU ¥ KOP3MHAMH, Ha Oa3ap. B3arycku, TOUHO nepenpaBIInch OT PaJ0CTH, UYTO TaK CBETIIO U
XOpOIIIO, YMpUKaI BopoOsr. I3 ropona gonerany pekre OMHO3BYYHBIE yAAPhl KOJIOKOJA. 3BOHIIIH
K paHHer oOefHe.
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M. TI. ApupiOarieB. «Y mocleHed yepTh»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-

COOOM.
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