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«...B OIHOM M3 caMBbIX YIOTHBIX M KPACHBBIX KOMHAT CTApOro MeTepoyprcKoro
noma ['opOaToBBIX y MaJIeHbKOTO CTOJIMKA, HA KOTOPOM ObLIT CEpBUPOBAH YTPEHHUM
yaii, cunenu xo3sieBa — Bragumup Cepreesud ['opOatoB u xeHa ero, Ekarepuna
MuxaiinoBHa, poxaeHHas rpadguHs YepHoBa. Bnagumup CepreeBud, CTaTHbIN

Y KPacUBbI MOJIOZION UEJIOBEK JIeT ABAIATH IIeCTH, yI0OHO PACKUHYJICS B
HU3EHBKOM MSTKOM Kpeciie. Ero myHaup reapaeiickoro oduiiepa ObUl pacCTerHyT,
Y BBICOUYAHIIINI BOPOTHUK, MOJHUMABIIUICS C IBYX CTOPOH, CKPBIBAJI MIOUYTH
MOJIOBUHY €r0 CBEKUX IJIaJIKO BHIOPUTHIX IIIEK, HA KOTOPBHIX OCTaBaJIaCh TOJIBKO
MaJIeHbKasl MOJIOCKA UCKYCHO BBIBEACHHBIX IO MOJIE TOT'O BPEMEHHU, Y CaMOT0 MOYTH
yxa, 6akeHOapna. Mosnojple TOHKME YCbl ObLTM HEMHOTO TIOIBUTHI U 3aKPYUEHBI.
brectsime yepHbie BOJIOCH B3OMTHI CO BCEX CTOPOH U 3auecaHbl Hariepea. Bee
JIMIIO €r0, BCSI BBICOKAsi, HO Y€, HECMOTPsI Ha MOJIOIbIE TO/Ibl, OUEHb MOJTHAS
(purypa, genanu U3 Hero Kpacaplia-reapAeniia, Ha KOTOPOTrO YacTo 3ariisi/IbIBAJIUCh
KEHINMHBL. BhIpakeHue ero TeMHBIX IJ1a3 YIOBUTH ObUIO TPYAHO, TaK KaK OH, MO
MPUBBIYKE, OYEHb YACTO AEPKal UX MOTY3aKPBITHIMHU. . .»
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BceBogon Cepreesuu Co10BbEB
Crapblii 1oM

Yacrs nepsas

I. CBon

B ozHOIT M3 caMBIX YIOTHBIX M KPacHBBIX KOMHAT CTaporo nerepoyprckoro noma ['opoaToBbix
y MQJIEHbKOT'O CTOJIMKA, HA KOTOPOM ObUI CEpBUPOBAH YTPEHHUI Yyaii, cuienu xo3seBa — Baagumup
CepreeBuu ['opOatoB u xeHa ero, Ekareprna MuxaiinoBHa, poxaeHHas rpacpuns YepHosa. Bnagu-
mup CepreeBud, CTATHBIN M KPACUBBIN MOJIOAOW YEJIOBEK JIET JBALIATH IECTH, YIOOHO PACKUHYJICS
B HU3EHBKOM MSTKOM Kpecie. Ero MyHmup reapaeiickoro odurepa OblT pacCTerHyT, M BBICOYANIITNI
BOPOTHHK, TOJIHUMABIIHICS C IBYX CTOPOH, CK PBIBAJI IOYTH MTOJIOBUHY €I0 CBEXKMX IJIaJKO BHIOPHTBIX
I1IeK, Ha KOTOPbIX OCTaBaJIACh TOJIBKO MaJIeHbKas MOJIOCKA MCKYCHO BBIBEJIEHHBIX IO MOJIE TOI'O Bpe-
MEHH, y CAMOT0 TIOYTH yXxa, 6akeHOapa. MoJozble TOHKHE YChbI ObUTH HEMHOTO MOJIBUTHI M 3aKPYYEHBL.
Brecrsimue yepHble BOIOCH B3OUTHI CO BCEX CTOPOH U 3ayecaHsl Harepen. Bee o ero, Best BbICO-
Kas, HO y’Ke, HECMOTPs1 Ha MOJIOZIble TO/ibl, OYEHb MOJHasA (bUrypa, Jejajiyd U3 Hero KpacaslLa-reap-
Aeila, Ha KOTOPOro YacTo 3arvisAbIBAIMCh KEHIUHBI. BblpakeHe ero TeMHbIX I71a3 YJIOBUTh ObLIO
TPYIHO, TaK Kak OH, MO MPUBbIUKE, OUEHb YACTO AEPKaJ UX MOTY3aKPbITHIMH.

Karepuna MuxaiinioBHa, nin KarpuH, Kak Ha3bIBaJIu €€ pOHBIE U IPYy3bsl, MOJIOIEHbKAs JKEH-
IIMHA, JIeT IBAIATH, He OOJbIlle, OblIa NMOX0Xka Ha «IPEJIECTHYIO MITHYKY>», I0 MHEHUIO TIeTepOypr-
CKOTO cBeTa. MasieHbKasi, CTpOIHAs, C XOPOILIEHBKOW OEJIOKY PO T'OJIOBKOM, ¢ KOKETJIMBO MPHUIIOH -
THIM HOCHKOM M OJISAHBIMH, HEMHOTO BJIQKHBIMH IJIa3aMH, OHA YPE3BBIYAIHO HPABHUJIACh CTAPHKAM
u toHomaM. Ee yTpeHHMIi TyasieT, OTAEIaHHBIA M0 MOCIeAHed MOjie, CBeXUI U M3AIIHBIA, MOT Obl
BBIJIEPXKATh KaKyl0 YTOHO KEHCKYI0 KpUTHKY. MajieHbKie y3eHbKHMEe HOXKKH, BBIIJISIbIBABLINE U3-
O], TSIKEJION, HO MSITKOM IIEIKOBOW MaTepHH IUIAThsl, ObUTH OOYTHI B XOPOILIEHBKHE CBETIbIE MApHK-
CKHMe Ty(elbKM U 3aMaHYMBO BbIIEJSIMCh HA TEMHOM Oapxare MOJKUHYTOW MYXKEeM K ee Kpeciy
nonyniku. Karpus okoso Tpex siet 6bu1a 3aMyxeM. OHa yke ogapuiia CBOeMy My:Ky IepBEHIIa-ChlHa,
HO, HECMOTPS1 Ha 3T0, 10 KpaiiHel Mepe ¢ NepBoro pasa, UMesia BUJ HAMBHOW AeBOYKU. OJHAKO 110
TOMY, KaK OTHOCHJIUCH JIPYT K JIPYTY, Kak OeceoBaIi MEX 1y COO0I0 MOJIObIE CYTIPYTH, MOKHO OBLIIO
3aMETUTb, YTO B HUX €Il OCTAIOCh U BOCIIOMUHAHKE O cyacTbhe MeJoBoro Mecsia. Koraa ux B3opbl
BCTPEYAJIMCh, OHM HUYETo He MepeJaBay Ipyr Jpyry STUMU B3opaMu. KaTpuH JIeHMBO MpHUXJeObl-
BaJla Yail U3 CAaKCOHCKOM YallleuykH, JEHMBO Hama3blBajla Mac/lo Ha TOHEHbKHE JIOMTHKH xJieOa. Bia-
aumup CepreeBUY 10 BpeMeHaM M03€BbIBAJ U MOTATMBAJICA.

— Th1 oTnipaBnstenbes Kyga-HuOyab, Bragumup? — cipocuiia Karpus.

— Koneuno, Buauiib. .. s B MyHaupe. CerogHsi y MeHs cityx0a, o odezia IOMOi He BEpHYCb.
A TbI UTO OynenIb aenarhb?

— Ax, Boxe Moii, — poTsHyna oHa, — Kak Oy/ITO Y MeHs MaJo e, Majio xJjomnort!.. Tel 6ynro
3a0bL1, 4TO y HAC 3aBTpa Oai...

— 51 He 3a0bL1, HO Kakue ke y Tebs1 XJIonoThl? PacnopsikeHus: Bce CAeNaHbl, BCE YCTPOEHO,
npurialeHus pasociaanbl. O yem ke ele XJONoTaTh — He HOHUMAo !

OHa ToJbKO MOXaJia Iie4amMHu, cesaja MoayHpe3puTeIbHyI0 MUHKY M HUUYETO He OTBETHJIA.
B 310 Bpems B coceiHell KOMHaTe MOCIBIIAINCH TOPOIUIMBBIE IIATH, M U3-3a CITYIIIEHHOW JBEpHOM
3aHaBECKU BBHINVISIHYJIA CHSIOIIAs, yabloaomascs, omarooopasHast urypa Mosonoro jiakes. Braau-
mup CepreeBuy B3MJIsIHYJ HA HETO Y IOMOPIIMJICS.
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— 3710 eme uTo Takoe, Ctemnan?! — cypoBo npousHec OH. — Be3 3BoHKa, Oe3 cripoca BphIBaThCS
ciofia, KOrjia pa3 HaBcerja ckazaHo... Yero tebe Ha10?!

— bapun npuexai, 6aprH! — TOPOIUTUBO, OUTH 33/1bIXAsICh, BRITOBOpII CTenaH, Ipoka OT BOJI-
HEHUs ¥ He 3aMevasi CypOBOTO TOHA, C KOTOPBIM €r0 BCTPETUJIH.

— Kakoit 6apun?

— Ham 6apun, Ham, Bopuc Cepreesuu. .. Uyt ciopal..

W He ycnienu oHU ellie YIMBUTHCS, KaK B KOMHATY BOEXKaJI M ¢ PaJIOCTHBIM KpUKOM: «Bpat!» —
o6nsu1 Bnagumupa CepreeBuya MOJIOION YeJIOBEK, B KOTOPOM ObLJIO OUYeHb MAJIO C HUM OpaTcKoro
cxonctBa. bopuc ['opbaroB 61 Ha Tof cTapie Bragumupa, HO Kazasicst Mosioke ero. OH ObUT HIKe
poctomM, xynomas. [TapTukynspHoe, 3arpaHu4HOrO (hacoHa IIaThe MPEKPacCHO OOPHCOBBIBAIO €r0
CTpoiHyI0 purypy. ['ycTie KalTaHOBbIE BOJIOCH! ObUTH 3a4eCaHbl Ha3a/] U Terepb HAXOIIIICh Jake
B 3HAYMTESILHOM Oecriopsiake. JKuBble cBeTble r1a3a pagocTHo Onectenu. Ha GreaHol TOHKOM KOXe
JIMIIA BCTIBIXMBAJI ¥ TOTYAC e Mporafal ciadbiid pyMmsiHel. Bee 1o Monofoe JInio, ¢ TOHKUMH, IOPO-
JVCTHIMH YePTaMU, C TIOYTH JIETCKOW, PAJOCTHOM, OTyKIatoIIell YILIOKOH, ITOCTOSTHHO MEHSIJIO CBOE
BBIpQXXEHUE; OHO MHOT/]Aa CTAHOBMJIOCH HEOTPA3UMO TpHBJIeKaTeIbHbIM. Kpernko oOHSBIIUCH U pac-
1esoBaBIKch ¢ Opatom, Bopuc CepreeBnd mocnenimia K HEBECTKe, B3sUI ee 32 00e PyKH M 11eJI0Ba
UX, TIOBTOPSISI:

— Belle comme le jour, belle comme toujours!..

— AX, Ipy3bsi MOH, J1a KaK ke 51 paJ] BaC BUIETh! — KPUKHYJ OH, OTPBIBASICh OT HEBECTKH, OISATh
nogoeras K OpaTy U, HAKOHell, OIYCKasCh B KPECJIo.

— A Oariomka, a marymka?! Heyxenn He mpuexanu? f oxunan ux yxe 3actath 37ech. Kak
*e BbI kuBete, Muiible? Uto Cepexa? f Tak cebe KUBO €ro npeAcTapisio. .. [IokaxuTte xe Bbl MHE
ero rnockopee!..

— 3aroBopuJi coBceM. .. Jlail e B3IOXHYTh! — C JIeTKOM YJIBIOKOH mpon3Hec Biuagumup.

— Boris, je vous verse une tasse de the, — CBOMM TOHEHHKHUM T'OJIOCOM IPOTOBOPUJIA MOJIO/IAsI
XO3sHKa, TOJICAKUBASICh K CTOJIMKY.

JIuo ee BOBce HE BBIPAXKAIO PAAOCTH CBUIAHUS — OHO HIUETO HE BHIPAKAJIO.

— Mersi, Catherine, s1 ¢ yIOBOJILCTBHEM BHIITBIO M JAKE CheM UTO-HUOY/Ib — MTPOTOJIOIAIICH.

— Jla oOBsicHM ke Tpeke BCero, KakiMM oOpa3oM Thl SIBIJICS? — CKa3all, MOAXons K OpaTy u
TIOIJISIIBIBAST HA HETO CBOMMM TIOMY3aKpPHITBIMU IM1a3aMu, Bragumup. — Mbl sx1anu Te0si He paHblle
Kak 4yepe3 Hezenmo. OT4ero Thl He MPUC/al HU MMCbMa, HU JIETIEIIY ¢ HAPOYHBIM, YTOOBI TeOsI BCTpe-
THUTb U BBICTIaTh SKUMaX?

— Ja, BuuTe 14, 51 ¥ caM He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH 1poOyay B Bapimage. .. K Tomy ke s He
OO0 3TUX BCTped, IyMy... [Ipuexas, BbIIIeN U3 AWIMKAHCA, CEJl B HAEMHYIO KapeTy — U 3/eCh.
Tak ropazno jyuiie. .. OTHOCUTEIBHO BeIllel CBOMX TOXe PACOPSANIICS, Ia UX CO MHOIO M HEMHOTO,
a OoJbIIIoN MOW Oaraxk MpUOyJeT He paHbIlle Kak yepe3 Hepemo... Ho 4ro ke 310 Hamm?.. Kakum
3T0 00pa3oM ux 371ech HeT? §1 Benp HaBepHO paccuuThiBal... OHM MHe nucany B bepiuH, 4to Herpe-
MEHHO 5 MX YyXe 3actany B [lerepOypre.

— OHM ¥ HaM THcaId, 4To coOupaiTcs. BoT Oosbilie mMecsia coOMpaioTcs, Aa KOraa-To
OymyT?! — MpoM3HEC, COBCEM TMOYTH 3aKpbiBasi I1a3a, Bragumup. — 9 mymato, HecKopo BeIOepyTCs,
IUIsl HUX BeJIb 9TO Liesioe coObITHe — Iipuexath B [letepOypr.

— AX, Kak 310 00mHO! — moBTOpU Bopuc. — Tak 51, moxaityii, BOT 4TO CIeJal0, eClId OHU eIlle
CTaHyT MeIKaTh: 51 caM noedy B ['opbaToBckoe u npuBe3y ux cuiion. A uto ke Cepexa? ['me on?
Jla nokaxu MHe ero HakoHell, Katpun?

— Vcneeis, OH Tenepb, BEpHO, CUT... BoT 4ail, BoT Macio! §1 ceifuac Beso roTOBUTH 3aB-
TpaK...

Ona npoTsiHyJIa pyKy K COHETKE ¥ MO3BOHIJIA. BopHc ¢ anmeTuToM npuHsIICs 3a Xj1ed, Macio
u vaii. [Torom BOpyr orisiyien ceost:

— Boxe Mo, mpocTute, Bellb s1 COBCEM I'PSI3HBIN C 1I0pOru !
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— Kakue xoMHaThl ipuKaxkenib Tedbe MpUroToBUTh? — cripocui Bnagumup. — V3BuHM, MBI He
KJanu, s ceidyac no3oBy CrenaHa, pacopsiiuch caM, Kakie KOMHATBI.

— Jla Bce paBHO, JIMIIb Obl HE CTECHSATH BaC.

— Bor crpanHo, — noxain miedamu Bragumup, — npuexan 6apuH, OapuH par excellence, kak
ceituac Bo3BecTus1 Ctenad... JIoM TBOI — BRIOMpai Kakoe YrogHO TIoMeleHue !

Bopuc ¢ nu3ymienneM B3IIsSIHYT Ha Opara.

— Yro Th1 roBopHIib? YTO Takoe — 1oM TBOI? U ThI, M 1 — Mbl, KQXETCs, OIMHAKOBO Y OTIA C
Matepbio B ioMe. .. Ho st 6611 Obl OYeHb OropyYeH, ecii Obl YeM-HUOYIb CTECHIUI Bac. $1 He 3Hal0, Kak
BBl Pa3MeCTWINCh. MHE MHOTOro He Hy’KHO — JIBe KOMHAThI, U Bce TyT! TOJNBKO CKaXu, Kakue Bam
COBCEM, COBCEM HE HYKHBI, Ty/1a 51 U BEJII0 CHECTU CBOU BEIIIH.

— Ilokaxwu emy, Karpun! A mHe nopa.

Brnagumup B3MISIHYN Ha 9ackl, IOKaJl pyKy Opary, MPUIIOKIICS ryoamMu Ko JI0y sKEeHbI.

— [pukaxemns u3Bectutsh [letepOypr o TBoeM npuesne? — CIpPOCHI OH, OCTAaHABIMBASCH Y
JBEpPHU ¥ TIOBEPThIBasi CBOI0 KPACHUBYIO TOJIOBY C TOMY3aOBITHIMU IJ1a3aMH, KPENKO MOIINHpPaeMyIo
BBICOKMM BOPOTHHKOM MYHJHpA.

— Komy 3t0 nuTepecno?! Kto MeHs Tyt 3Haer?

Brnagumup Boiies, nornpaeisist mapdg BOKPYT CBOSH TaJHu.

— Et bien, Boris, je suis a vorte disposition, — ¢1abo yIeIOHYBIIUCH, cKa3zana ExarepuHa, —
noviaemre!

OH Bctasn. OHa orepiach Ha €ro pyKy, U OHH TOIUTH JUTAHHBIM PSIZIOM HApSIAHBIX KOMHAT.

— Ecmu teGe Bce paBHO. .. He moMecTHIbCst i Thl BHU3Y, B KOMHATaX 32 OMJIbsIPIHON?

— Ax, Boxe moii, Katpu, 1a Beit KyJa Xo4eliib, MHE Be3jie OyIeT XOPOIIIO MOjI 3TUM KPOBOM ..

OHH COINLTH C JIECTHUIIBI, TIPOIIUTH B KOMHATBHI 32 OMJTbSIPITHOM.

ITH KOMHATBl OBUTM HECKOJIbKO 3alyIleHbl, B HUX, OYEBUAHO, PEIKO KTO 3arisiabiBajl. Bpuio
XOJIOJIHO, Ia)e Kak OyaTo maxJyo ceipoctbio. Ho Karpun Hudero storo ve 3ametnsa. OHa npukasana
Hectu ciofa Bemy bopuca Cepreesuua. [IotoM, OTIycTHB €ro pyky, cAesajia eMy MaJeHbKUI Ipalu-
O3HBIN KHUKCEH, YJIBIOHYJIaCh HUYEro He BhIPAXKaBILEH YJIBIOKOM, IIeTHYIA:

— 51 TeOs x1y yepes yac K 3aBTpaky, Toraa u Cepexy MoKaxy. ..

W ckpbuiack, nrypiia JIMHHBIM TPEHOM CBOETO YTPEHHETO TUIaThsI.

Bopuc ocrascs onuH cpey HECKOIBKO MPavHOW, OOBETIAION OOCTAaHOBKH CTAphIX KOMHAT.
OH npucen Ha CTapUHHOE KECTKOe KPecio B OKHUIAHUM CBOMX YEMOJIaHOB M yMbIBaHbs. Beceloe,
CUACT/IMBOE HACTPOECHHUE IyXa, B KAKOM OH OBbLI /IO CHX TOp, BAPYT MoueMy-To mponaio. Emy crano
HE TO TPYCTHO, HE TO KaK-TO HEJIOBKO, XOTh OH HE OT/aBaJl ceOe B ITOM OTYeTa.
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II. CmMepTh MaJIEeHLKOT0 YeJIOBEKA

Hakowner BHecin yeMozaHsbl, a 3ateM nosiBusicss CTenaH ¢ MOJIOTEHIIAMHU U APYTUMH TTPHHA/I-
JIeKHOCTSIMU YMBIBAHbSI.

Srot CrenaH, pacTOPOIHBIN, IEroIeBaThil TAPEHb, C HEKPACHBBIM, HO MPHUSITHBIM U YMHBIM
JIMIIOM, TIPOJOJIKAN, OYEBUIHO, HAXOOUTHCS B BOCTOPXKEHHOM COCTOSIHMM TIO CIIy4alo Ipuessa
OapuHa.

OH BJieTeN1 B KOMHATY BCe C TEMH K€ CUSIONIMMU IJ1a3aMH U OfakeHHOW ynblOKoi. Ho Bapyr
OCTaHOBHJICSI, MTHOBEHHO HAXMYP$ICh.

— Bopuc CepreeBuy, J1a uTo e 3T0, Cyaapb? — CMyILIEHHO IIPOTOBOPUJI OH. — 3a4eM ke BbI TYT?
Hey:xTo B 3TUX NOKOSIX M OCTaHETeCh?

— 3nech u ocranych, CTenaHyIika, — paccesiHHo oTBeTus1 bopuc.

— Jla kak ke Tak? 3adyem xke? Benp 310, MOYMTAl, camble HETOKUE MTOKOU B JIOME, TYT BOT U
MIBUTBHO, U CBIPO, ¥ XOJIOMHO. MI3BOJIbTE-KA, CYAaph, BIIJISIHYTh — Y CTEHKU-TO U TIO CIO TIOPY TUIECEHb. . .
Benp TyT y Hac uTo Takoe Obuto! CTpactu!.. Tak yxk U mojiaraiu, 4to MOTOHEM. .. Yaid, Cblmaim. . .
[Ipo HaBogHEHME-TO Haile?

— Kak ke, ciplmad. ..

— Ha, cynapp, He naii ['ocrionu apyroy pa3 nepekuTb TaKOro, BCIIOMHHUTH — TaK APOXb MPO-
oupaer... Yro Hapomy norudmno, noopa Beskoro! M He cuecTs... BoT u y Hac — Bech Bellb HUKHUI
3TaX 3aTONUJIO, TOTOM ObuUIa padoTa! BeicylMBasm, BHICYIIIMBAIIH, a IJIECEHb HET-HET U IIOKAKETCH.. . .
Hacsipeno. .. Pazmoko. .. [IInanepsl-To nepeMeHuiIm — 1a OHO BOT HACKBO3b. .. [ JIsiHbTE-KOCK. .. BOT,
BOT OHA... Wb Thl: poBHO BaTa... KaObl 3HaTh, TaK TOMUTH JABHO HA/IO0 OBUIO, & TO B KOU-TO BEKH
TYT Y TOITWJIM — TIOTOMY HHMKTO HE KMBET, HUKTO He 3arJIsi/IbIBacT.

— Tak pacnopsiauch, YTOOB HATOMUJIM K BeUepy, MbUTh YTOOBI XOPOIIEHHKO BBIMENHU, KPOBATh
MHE BOT CI0Ia TIOCTaBb, IIUPMBHI. .. [loroam, BOT yMOIOCh, M03aBTpaKalo, Tak 51 TeOe caM MOKaKy, Kak
BCE YCTPOUTb. 3/1eCh MHE OylIeT OTJIMYHO, IIOKOHHO, — TOBOpUJI Bopuc, CHUMast CBOM AJTMHHBIN CIOPTYK
Y 3aCy4YMBasi pyKaBa JIsl yMbIBaHbI.

Ho Crenan HMKaK He MOT YCIIOKOUTBCSI.

— Kak xe 310? Kak xe? — noBropuJi oH. — bapun gomotii npuexas, a eMy CJIOBHO U MeCTa HEeTY, B
9TAKOM-TO JIoMe. .. Besib y Hac ckonbKo Mecta! 3aHsiiu Obl, CyIaphb, Ballld TOKOW HABEPXY, TaM TeTephb
CTOJIMIOTBOPEHHNE BAaBIJIOHCKOE — 3aBTpa Oas y Hac OyJeT, Tak Bce BBEpX JHOM repeBepHyTo. CTobl
KapTOYHbIE B BallIUX MOKOSIX HACTABJIEHBI, JUIs1 TOCTEM, 110 NpuKa3zanuio Bnagumupa Cepreesuua. [a
310 Tyctoe! It CTONOB HaiieTcs MEeCcTo — 3aueM Ballli ToKou 3aHumarth! [Ipukaxure, yepes yac
BpPEMEHH BCe CIEJIalo U B JIyUIlleM BHUE Balllell MIJIOCTH BCE YCTPOIO, KaK 10 OThe3/1a Ballero Obuio. . .

— OcraBb, Hagoen! Ckasal Be/ib: 371eCh OCTaHyCh. TyT MHe criokoiHee OyzeT. Jlei 6obliie BObl
Ha roJioBy!

CremnaH 3amMoI4aj U, CXBaTHB OOJBIION KYBIIUH C BOJIOIO, CTJT TIOMOTaTh OApUHY YMBIBATBCS.
Cohexagiiiee ¢ ero Juiia BRIpaXeHNe paJoCTH CHOBA BEPHYJIOCh. B MauteiiliieM JBUKEHUH €ro — B TOM,
KaK OH TOJaBaJl YMbIBAaThCs, KaK OH JIWJI BOAY, KaKk OH IIsijieNl Ha OapuHa — BUAHO OBbLIO, YTO OH
MPUITH B ceOs1 HE MOXKET OT pajloCTH.

Bopuc koHumi cBoe ymbIBaHbe, fasi CTenaHy K04 OT YeMOJIaHa; 3aTeM OHU BBIHYJIU OeJbe,
riarbe. CTenaH OCTOPOXHO, 3a00TJIMBO, TIOYTH C JIOBKOCTHIO M yXBAaTKaMHU OIBITHOW KaMEpPHUCTKH
MIOMOTaJl CBOEMY TOCHOJIUHY.

— Hy, Cremnymika, — roBopui1, oneBasich, bopuc, — BOT 1 OIISITh Thl B JOJDKHOCTH MOETO Kamep-
AUHepa.

— Onste, Bopuc Cepreny, cnaBa tebe, ['ocriomu!

— la urto, MoxeT, y Te0s1 TyT feno kakoe?! Tol K ueMy-HUOY/Ib PUCTaBIIEH?
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— Huxkakoro, cynapb, MHe HeT fenia. Camu 3HaeTe, CKOJIBKO Hac B JoMe Hapofdy. Bac BOT 1oxu-
JaJicsl 1a MBIKAJICS M3 YIJIa B YTOJI — TYT M Bce Moe Jieio! A yke Terepb JO3BOJIbTE K CITy)Oe cBoei
BEPHYTHCA, XOOUTh 32 BAMMU.

— Xopolo, g Tak U pacCUUThIBaI. BpUT y MeHs B Uy kKUX Kpasx (ppaHIly3, YECTHBIN YEJIOBEK U
JIOBKHUA, TIPOCHJICS, ITOOBI 51 B3I C COOOI0, a 51 BCE e ero 00paTHO Ha POAMHY OTIIPABUJI B pacueTe
Ha TeOs.

CrenaH jaxe B3IPOTrHYJI.

— IIpusHatock, cymapsk, Yk Kak s 3toro 6osuics! MHOM pa3 B3OpeeT B TOJIOBY: a Hy Kak OapuH
BEpHETCs, Jla C HEMIIeM KaKuM ajd Tam ¢ (ppaHiy3oM, uto Torga oymet! Yk BOT Obl oOuaenv — He
niepeHec Obl, KakeTcsl, Takor oouapl. OHO, KOHEUHO, 51 MPOCTOM YeJIOBeK U y MapukMaxepa-dpan-
1y3a, BOT Kak [lerpymika, yro nmpu Bnagumupe Ceprende, He ObUIL, a Bor 1acT He XyXe ero roJoBKY
BaM TIpUYEIITYy TI0 CAaMOMY MOJHOMY. BhicMaTpuBat s TyT, Kak 3TO rOCIOJA 3HATHBIE OJIETHI a TPH-
YECAaHbI — B I'PA3b JIMIOM HE YAapIo. ..

— He xBacraiics, CrenyIika, Hy;KAbl B TOM HETY, — JJaCKOBO ckazasl bopuc. — Tbl 3Haelb, s
HE TIPpUBEPECOAHUK. A IMPUBBIYKHU MOU BCE T€6e MU3BECTHLI, C JETCTBA MbI C TO6OIO. .. B OIUH JIEHb N
POIWIKCH. A BOT YTO Thl MHE CKaXXU — ¥ TOBOPH MpaB.y. Bel Besib Koria npuexamu u3 ['opdaroBckoro?
Mecsa tpu Oynet?

— Okor10 Toro, cyaapb. [la... Tak OHO M €CThb — BOT-C B Y€TBEPTOK aKKypaT TpH Mecsiia Oy/er.

— Ckaxwu, kak TaM B ['opbaToBckom? Batiorika, MaTyIika 310poBbl?

— 3nopossl, bopuc Ceprend, coBceM Kak €cTh B ITOJTHOM 3[J0POBbE, KaK MPH Ballleld MUJIOCTU
obun. U Bce B ['opOaToBCKOM OOCTOMT OIArOnoIyYHoO. .. TOJIBKO BOT KPECTHOTO HETY. ..

Crenan BIpyT 3arHyJICs.

Bopuc Bckoums ¢ Kpecsa, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIEN TIepe]l TyaJIeTHBIM 3epPKaJIoM, 3aBsi3biBasi cede
rajCTyK.

— Yro?! Yro tb1 roBopuiib?! Kak Her Crenanbrua! Yto xe oH — ymep?!

— Cxonuasicsi! A pa3Be Bbl O TOM HEU3BECTHBI? — U3YMJICHHO mpon3Hec CTemnaH.

— Korna? Y HUKTO He Harucasl MHe HU cJloBa!

— He namucayu! Bot Beap oHO zenno kakoe!.. BugHo, oropuarh rocrnonga He kejaid, a si-To,
Aypak, ¥ IpoOoITaJICS Cpasy, B MEPBYI0 MUHYTY BCTPETUII TIPUSATHON BECTHIO!

— XOpoI1o, 4TO CKa3aJ, 3a4eM CKpPbIBaTh, — TOBOPUJI bopuc, B BOJIHEHUH X0/ [0 KOMHATE. —
Benuriii Cremansd!.. Korga xe 310?

— A 5ieToMm enie, nepej caMbIM Y CIIEHBEM.

— Kak on ymep? Pacckaxu!

— Jla y& Tak 3T0 HekJAaHHO )i Bcex Hac Obuto! OHO, KOHEYHO, TO/Ibl KPeCTHOrO OOJIbIIINE U
CKOJIBKO €My JieT ObLJIO, TIPO TO HUKTO He 3HaeT. ToJbko Beib y Hac B ['opOaToBckOM, BaM, Cylaps,
BE/IOMO, HCIIOKOH BEKOB TOJIKOBaJM: Mowcei, Mo, CTenaHbd — 4eJIOBeK OCOOEHHBIN — KapivK, U
BeKy eMy He OylleT — Bce TaKuM ocTaHeTcs. [[oBopuiu, BOH, Oy/ITO eMy 3a JABECTH JIET YKe TiepeBa-
JIWJIO — /12 Bpasiu, vaii?!

— Koneuno, Bpanu, — 3ametmn bopuc, — KTo ke 3To Tenepb Mo jaBecTu JieT kuBer?! OpaHako
CKOJIbKO eMy JieT? Tloxkairyii, OKOJIO BOCBMUJIECSTH OBUIO, TOJILKO Beb OH HU Ha UTO HE KaJTOBAJICH.
Kakas e Takas y Hero 0oj1e3Hb OKa3ayiach?

— Jla HMKaKo¥ O0JIe3HU, Cy/Iaphb; KaKMM ObLI TOfia IBa TOMY, TAKMM M OcTaJicsl. Hudero Mel B HeM
He TipuMeda 0coooro. TombKo BOT MHOM pa3 c1adoCTh ¢ HUM OyTo fesanack. [lomHuTe, 6bIBAIO OH
THXOHBKO Y TIPOUTH-TO HE MOXET — Bce Oeraet, a TyT BAPYT BBIAAET U3 CBOETO MOKOWYHKA IMaKKAMU
TAKUMH MaJICHBKUMH, TIOTOJIKYeT ¢ Hamu. U royioc y Hero Takoy cllaOeHbKHI CTaJl: THOUM pa3 CIIOBO
CKaXeT — TaK Jake pacCiblaTh TPYAHO. A KakK JIETO MPUIILIIO, BCe OObIIIe B caay Mepea JOMOM
CHJIeJI, Ha COJTHBIIIKE; YACOB IMATh CHIUT — He BCTaeT ¢ MecTa. [logoiients K HeMy, Kak TOCIOfl HUKOTO
Ha Teppace HeT; oH paji. [IpukaxeT cecThb psiioM ¢ cO0010 Ha CKamblo. «Csijib, TOBOPHT, KPECTHUYEK».
U ceityac 0 60KeCTBEHHOM TOy4YaeT MEeHs. A TO YaCTeHbKO O Balllell MUJIOCTU TOBOPUI. «YTO-TO,
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MoJ1, Hail bopuc Ceprend B uykux Kpasix nojessBaer?» W yyxkue kpast HauHeT onuckiBath. Bee-To
OH 3HAeT, Be3/ie ObLJI, BCSIKUX YKacOB Ha CBOeM BeKy HaBuzaics! Yail, moMHuUTE, Cynaph, Kak OH HaM
nipo ITapux 1a mpo peBoMOLMI0 UX CKa3biBaJl?

— Kak xe ve momuuts! I'ocionu, Bce nomuo! beausii. .. Muibiii Crenanbiy!

Bopuc cMoprayin HabexaBIiylo clesy.

— Ho Bot nocne Cnaca, — npogomkaer CrenaH, — BUKY 5, UYTO KPECTHBII YTO-TO U3 MOKOM-
YyKMKa cBOEro He BhIXoAuT. CTall 1 yaCTeHbKO K HEMY 3amisiipiBaTh. M Kak K HEMYy HU 3alily — BUXKY:
MOJIUTCS. .. LIEJIBIA-TO AeHb MonmTcsi! 1 eMy u roBopio: «KpecTHbIi, Thl Obl B Ca/1 BBIIIIEIN, TETUIBIHD
Takasi, Oyarogarb. A KOJIM HEMOXKETCSI WM HOTH OOJIAT — J1ail 51 TeOst Ha pyKax BbIHECY». A OH MHe:
«Her, roBoput, Ctenyiiika, OCTaBb Thl MEH$, 1all MHE TOMOJIMTHLCS. .. I'pellieH s 0ueHb, He 3aMOJIUTh
MHE, BUJHO, IPEXOB MOMX».

—I'pemien! — ¢ nevanpHOM ynbIOKO# mporoBopuit bopuc. — [la, s tymaro, OH BO BCIO ’KU3Hb CBOIO
He corpermi!.. CoBceM CBATOM uenioBek ObuT CTErmaHbIy. . .

— DTO TOYHO, CyJapb, — CEpbE3HO U TopkecTBEHHO 3ameTwsl CrenaH. — ['ocions bBor emy u
CMepTh mpaBeaHyo nociai. HakanyHe Ycnenss Obuto. .. ['ocniona yail Kymaiiy. .. yTpoM, B OOJIBIION
CTOJIOBOM. JIeHb ObLT JOXKAJMBBIN Takou. $1 y cTona mpucityxuBait. Bopyr riisixy — BXOAUT KPECTHBIN U
HUKAKOTO TAKOTO B HEM OOJILHOTO 1 ¢/1aboro Bra; Boles Tak 6oapo. Ceituac, Kak U BCera, y crapou
Oapeian y Taresabl BnagumupoBnsl pyuky nouenoBait. [Torom k Cepreto BopricoBrudy noporen —
M030POBAJICS U CTal 00xoauTh Beex. Bnagumump Cepreny n Ekareprina MuxaidioBHa TYT ObUTH. .. U
roctu ipuesxue. Cepreit boprcea camu eMy cTys Bosiie ceOsi TIOIBUHYIH.

«Cajuch, roBopuTt, CTenaHbly, OTKYIIAl ¢ HAMH Yaio».

Crapas GapbIHS eMy HaJIWJIM Yallky, 5 mofgaji. KpectHbiii mogoOpaicsi, BckapabKkascs Ha CTYIT
1A ¥ TOBOPUT:

«Crmacu60, roBopHT, 30510Tast Mos1 TaTbsiHa BnamumupoBHa, — (Belb OH MAaMEHBKY BCera 30710~
TOW Ha3bIBAJT) — CIIAcCUO0, OTKYIIAIO S C BAMH Yail B MOCJIEHUN pa3 — MPOCTUTHLCS TIPUIIIET».

A Cepreit bopuceu 3acmestics.

«Kaxk npoctutbesa? Kyna sto T codpascs, Ctenanbra?»

«Ha ToT cBer, roBopuT, K bory, oryer B rpexax OTaarh — JaBHO yXK IOPa».

W tak ckaszas 3TO CTENEHHO Aa BaKHO, YTO a)KHO MHE KYTKO CIEajoch. Buxky — u Bce mpu-
TUXJIM, CMOTPSAIT HAa HETO. A MaMEHbKa 1 FOBOPSIT:

«[onro, Crenanbry, mouemy takue mbiciv! Emre, nact Bor, moxusens ¢ Hamu. 3adeM TeOe
yMHUpaTh, BeJb Thl 310POB!»

A'y caMuX, CIIBIIILY, TOJIOC IPOXKUT.

«Her, — oTBeuaeT KpecTHbIi, — HE ITYCThIE CJIOBA TOBOPIO, BEPHO CKA3aJI: IPUILIEI TPOCTUTHCA. . .
HBIHE 10 BCEHOIIHOM OTOMY U Ha CyJ IIpeAcTaHy... BoT yaiiky BbIIbIO — BUepa BECh I€Hb [IOCTUJICS.
[Tornsxy erie Ha Bac, MOM 30JIOTHIE. . .»

Ha u 3amomyan. Yait Hayan npuxiaeObBaTh, M BCE TaK CHOKOWHO. ['ocnoma CHIAT KPyrom. ..
CMeX JI0 TOro OB, BECEJIble PA3rOBOPHI, a TYT HA CMeXY, HA pa3roBopoB. [lepermmenTriBaoTcs rocnona,
2 ¥ OMSITh Ha KPECTHOTO CMOTPSAT. JlOMMII OH CBOM Yail, ONPOKMHYJT Ha OJII0IEUKO YAIlKY.

«Bypner, — roBopur, — ciaci0o, MaTyIKa, cracuoo, 30710Tasi».

[Nomomien k GapbiHe, pyUKy MOIENOBal, OapuHa B IJIEYMKO — M BBIIIEN, OOIPO Tak BHIIIE.
Cranu rocniona roopuTth, 1 Cepreit bopuceiu 1 TatbsiHa BiagumupoBHa, 4To HaItyrajn X KpeCTHBIN.
[octy 1 MosozIble TOCTIONA YCOKauBaloT. Tak, MOJI, CTApUKY MOYYAUIIOChH, 3A0POB OH U KUB OyeT.
Tonbko Cepreit bopuced nprkazanm MHe cOeratb K JokTtopy ®paniy Kapinbsiay v mpuBecTs ero K
KpectHoMy. «Cam, TOBOPST, TOXKE Ty/a cervac npuay». S ckopeiM manepom 3a Ppantiem Kapisraem.
[TpuBen ero, a y kpectHoro yx OapuH cuaut. O yeMm OHHM JI0 Hac Oecelly Belu — HE MOTY 3HaTh,
TOJIBKO BIKY: y OapyHa I71a3a Kak Obl HEMHOTO 3aIUIakaHbl. A KPECTHBINA CUAUT B CBOEM MaJIeHbKOM
KpeceJsiblie BaXHO M criokoiiHo. Ppann Kapnery Hauan ero paccrnpammBarh. Oligymnan BCero, yxo K
IPy[H [1a K CIIMHE NMPUKJIaJbIBall, 32 PYKY JIepXkaJj, Ha Yachl CMOTpEJ A0JITO0. A TIOTOM U TOBOPHT:
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«[lycroe, Hukako# B Hem Oone3nu. Ho, camo co6oio — roa ipeBHUE — HE TO, YTO MOJIOAOCTb.
A He TOJIbKO YTO CMepTH, Jaxe 1 O0JIe3HN HUKAKON He MPEABUANUTCS».

Otnycrun 6apun ®panna Kaprbiua, a cam ocranes. $1 Toxe y aBepu croo. U BApyr BUXKY —
KPECTHBIN yJIBIOAETCS, TaK JIACKOBO, OYATO MBI peOeHOUEK, — Yaii, TOMHUTE — Y HETO YJIbIOKa TaKast
ObLIa, — yJIbpI0aeTCs J1a TOJIOBOW Kayvaer.

«Cepreit bopychd, FOBOPUT, M K YeMy 3TO Thl HEMIIa KO MHE ITPU3BaJl, PACTOPMOIIINJ OH MEHs,
craporo, fapom Toibko. Hy, crany st TeOst oOmanbiBath! M HEy:KTO Thl HEMILY OOJIbIIIE MOETO TOBe-
puiib. .. Yto oH 3HaeT?! YTo MoxeT OH 3HaTh?! Jl0 BCEHOIIHOM HE CTAHET MEHSI — 3TO BepHO. ToJIbKO
ThI HE TOPIOH, OATIOIIKA, Yero ropeBaTh — pagoBaThCs Haao0. Jloro 51 KWl Ha CBeTe, Ha TIOKOH 1opa.
OHO TOYHO, M MHE MBICJIH O CyZI€ CTpaIIHbI ObLIH, Aa ['ocrons MeHs nmoAk penui Bepoito B Ero muio-
cepaue, M TOTOBIJICS 1, KaK MOT, K OTBETY...» W Bapyr oOparuiicst Ko MHE Ja U rToBOpuUT: «CTeryIika,
a ThI BOT YTO: CXOAM K OATIOIIKE Ja CKaK¥ — MOJI, TaK M TaK, KPEeCTHBIN momMuparh cooupaercsi. Hane-
SUICS, MOJI, CaM CXOIMTh MCTIOBEAAThCSI HIHYE, a 3aBTpa, B ieHb YcreHbs [IpecBsitoit boroponuiipl,
3a uTyprueio npuyactuthest CaThix Taiin — qa 'ocnions He npuBe. .. He 10uBY ¥ 10 BCEHOIITHOM,
Y UJTU HE MOTY...»

Ckaza 310, a caM CUJIMTCS TIPUMIOHSITHCS C Kpeceblia, Ja TYT ke 1 ynaj Ha3az. [lodexait s K
Oatmomike. Tot ceituac ke codpasncs. KpecTHsIil 10ITo Tak UCTIOBEBIBAJICS, IIOTOM OATIOIIKA TPHOO-
i ero Ceareix TaiiH. [epeHeciu Mbl ¢ GapuHOM ero Ha KpoBaTKy. Co3Bast OH BeeX. Bech Mokoii-
YHK ero HapoAoM HarmonHwics. bapeiHsa TatbssHa BragumupoBHa u GapuH Ha KOJIEHKAX Y KPOBATH
CTOSLTH. BJ1arociioBui1 uX KpecTHBIN, a ¥ TOBOPUT TaKUM CIaOEHbKUM, TUXEHBKUM T'OJIOCOM:

«Cracu60, 30710ThI€. . . KAATh Oyay — CBUIUMCs». [loroM momanun Bnagumupa CepreeBuya. . .
1 ero OmarocsoBui1. MeHst 6;1arociioBuiI TOXe U IMOKa3bIBaeT I71a3aMH Ha TOCIION.

«CIyKu, — 9TO MHE OH IIIeTHYI, — OyIb CIIyra BEpHbIHA, ceOsl He Kajen».

A 1oToM Bac, cyziapb, BCIIOMHUI: «bopedke Moil TOKJIOH nepeaiTe, He npuBest bor cBuaeTses.
Mo emy ['ocnonp BCSAKOTO cYacTbsl, MOEMY TOTYOUHKY».

Ckazai 310, epeKpecTHICs, CIIOKUIT Ha TPYIU PYUKH, BHITSHYJICS KaK-TO BECh, B3JPOTHYIL. . .
CMOTpHUM MBI — @ OH YK Y HE JIBILINT. ..

W Bepurte 11, cynapb, MOXET, C IOJTYaca BpeMEHH: KaK BCE B TY TOPY CTOSIIM, TaK HUKTO U HE
1mestoxHysics! bapbIHs BerulakHys1a ObUTO 1a M OCTAaHOBUJIACh, CJIE3bI BRITEPIA. .. M HUKTO He IaKka. . .
U tax 370 OBLIO YYTHO KaK-TO, TUXO TAK... HE YMEIO BaM U CKa3aTb... OynTo bor Obu1 ¢ Hamu. ...

Crenan 3amonuan. Monvan u Bopuc.

Emy Tak %1BO BCIOMHIJIACH K polieuHast (pUrypa Kapiuka, KOrjaa-To MpUHA/JIeKABIIEro uMIIe-
parpurie Enmmzasere, motom nopapennoro Ilerpom III ero neny, bopucy I'puropsesuday I'opdaToBy,
KapJiMKa, BHIHSAHYMBIIETO €ro 0TI, OBIBIIErO BCIO KM3Hb €r0 XPAaHUTEIEM U JPYrOM, ChITPABIIETo
OOJIBIITYIO POJb B €70 TPEBOKHOW I0HOCTH, HAKOHEII, ObIBIIIETo recTyHoM U boprica u Bnaguvupa.

ITOT Kapi¥K MpecTaBIsIcs Terepb Bopucy He CIyroi ¥ He HU3KHM, a yBaKaeMbIM, TIOOUMbBIM
apyrom ux aoma. C 3TUM Kap/IMKOM COeIMHEHbI ObUTH camble Jydllie BOCTIOMUHAHUS €ro JeTCTBA.
ITOT Kap/IMK BMECTe C MaTepbio ObLT ero BocruTaTesneM. OH BHYIIMII €My CUJIOI0 CBOETO YOekIeHUsI
ry0okylo Bepy B bora, kotopast HUKora He nokuaana bopuca.

OpnHako mopa ObUIO TpepBaTh TU MeYaibHble U MUJIble BOCTIOMUHAHUS — Kateprna Muxaii-
JIOBHA, BEPHO, yKe KJajla C 3aBTPAKOM.

Bbopuc Hanpasuicsa k aBepu.

— Bor, cynapp, — ckazan Crenas, BAPYr MOOXOIs K HEMY M IJIsi/Isl HA HEr0 Kak-TO CTPaHHO
CBETSIIMMICS IJIa3aMH, — KPECTHBIN 3aBelall CIIYXUTb, ceOs1 3a0bIBaTh JI51 TOCTION. .. S cTapaiocs. ..
BuguT bor... Tonpko, Bopuc Ceprend, Be[ib BBl MOU HACTOSIIIUI U €MHBIA TOCMOAMH. .. JIO3BOJIbTE
K€ HaBCEeTJa HePa3/IeJIbHO CIIY)KUTh BaM. A ... (T0J10C ero 3aposKa) s KU3Hb CBOIO MOJIOXKY 3a Bac!..

— 3Haio, Crenyiika! — Toxe COBCEM pacTporaHHbiii mporosopui bopuc.

W Bapyr, 6oratblii U 3HAMEHUTHIN OAPYH, HACTIEAHUK 3HAMEHUTOTO, IIPOCIIABJIEHHOTO UCTOPUEH
MMEHH, U KPEroCTHOM pad HEBOJIbHO, B OOIIEM MOPbIBE OOHSUTUCH KaK OpaThsl.
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II1. IlITnuka

Korma Bopuc Bolties B CTOJIOBYI0, €ro HeBeCTKH elrie TaM He Obu1o. Ho cTon yke ObuT cepBUpo-
BaH Ha /IBa KyBepTa, ¥ /IBa MOYTEHHOTO BUJa O(pUIIMAHTA, OOIIUTHIE TO3yMEHTAMHU C BHITECHEHHBIMU
Ha HUX repOamu, OepekHO JepKauu ONofia, MPUKPHIThIE CepeOPSTHBIMU KPBIIIKAMU, U3-TIOJ KOTO-
PbIX poOMBaJICs nap, MpUATHO IeKoTaBimi odoHsiHue. [1pu Bxone Bopuca nviia 3Tux opuiaHToB
BAPYT OXUBUIMCh. O0a OHM, OYATO CTOBOPUBIIKCH, OBICTPO TIOCTABUJIM OJTI0/Ia HA CTOJ M KUHYJIHChH
K bopucy, 110B4 1 1iei1ys ero pyku.

— Bopuc Cepreny, cnaa tebe, ['ocriogu, noxaamck Mel Te0s, cyaaps! B noOpom i 310po-
Bbe?! — paloOCTHO TOBOPUJIM OHMU.

B 370 Bpems U3 cocemHelt KOMHATHI IOHECCS] TOJIOCOK MOJIONOM X03sTKU. OuimanTsl otoe-
kanmu ot Bopuca, cHOBa Kax[Iplii OEpekHO MOMHSIT CBOe OO0 M BHITSHYJCS B CTPYHKY. Karpun
BOIIUIA B CTOJIOBYIO YK€ B HOBOM, ellie Oosiee U3SIIIHOM TyaJleTe.

— Hagetoch, 51 He 3acTaBuiia Te0si kaaTh, bopuc, s OueHb crenmia nepeoieThesl, IOMHS, YTO
THI TOJIOfIeH. MBI HUKOT/IA TaKk paHo He 3aBTpakaeMm. [logaBaiite! — oOparuiack oHa K OUITHAHTAM,
MPUCAXUBASICh y CTONA.

Kppimku ¢ 6mon Oputi cHATHL. [IponsBeaeHus: rop0aToBCKOro moBapa, UCKYCCTBO KOTOPOTO
ObLIO U3BeCTHO BceMy [letepOypry Toro BpeMeHH, MOSIBIIIUCH BO BCEl CBOEN MPHBJIICKATETLHOCTH,
CIIOCOOHOV BO30OYAMTH arIeTHT JaXke B CBITOM YeJloBeKe. A Mexly TeM bopuc Mano oOparian BHU-
MaHUsI Ha 9TU Yyjieca KyJIMHAPHOTO UCKYCCTBA.

Karpun 3amernna sto.

— Yro ke 3TO 3HAYMUT? — cKa3aja OoHa. — Thl MOYTH HUYETO HE KYIIAEIllb.

OHa npuCTaabHO Ha HETO B3IJISIHYJIA.

— Jla y TeGs1 coBceM paccTpoeHHOe JTUIO? !

— Heseceinyio HOBOCTb $1 3J1eCh BCTPETHJI, — TUXO OTBeuYaal OH. — CTemnaHbly CKOHYAJICS... U
HUKTO U HE U3BECTUT MEHS 00 TOM. ..

— Kro )e 3710 Teneps nmocnenms oropunth Teds: — HaBepHoe, Ctenan?

— Jla, OH Bce paccKka3all MHE.

— To1 Kak OyATO yIpeKaelllb, 9YTO Mbl He U3BECTHIIN; HO TO OBUIO periieHo enie B [ opdaToBckom
Ha 00IIleM COBETe, MOon pere ¥ ma mere Tak perwin. 3adeM Obuto TeOst TpeBOXKUTh! X0TH 5, MpaBo,
M3YMJISIIOCh TAKOMY TBOEMY OTOpPUYEHHIO, KOTOpOe JIaKe JIMIIAET armneTuTa... Beab oH ObUT OYeHb
cTap, Balll KapivK, U TOTOM, Be/Ib OH ke TeOe He oTell, He Opart, OH ObLT TOJIBKO ciyra. [IpaBo, 310
nu3ymuressHO! Bel Bee... 1 mon pere... 1 ma mere Toxe. ..

Bopuc ¢ uzyminenuem risgen Ha Hee. OHa pofosoKaa.

—DTOT Balll KapJIMK MIPOCTO OTPaBWII MHE Tiesioe Jieto! OH ObUT TaKOW HECHOCHBIH, MHOT/IA ke
rpy0. la, cepbe3HO, OH MTPOCTO MHE Aep30CTH Jenan! A 3a HUM yXaKMBaJIH, Kak 3a OOJbIIIM Oapu-
HOM. A Korjga ymep, Tak Bellb 9TO TaKOW MpakK BO BCEM JIOMe CHeJaJcCs... HA C KEM CJIOBa CKa3aTh
HeJb3s ObLI0, Jaxe Braguvup, HecMOTpsl Ha BCe CBOe Onaropasymue, 3apa3uiics OOIUM HacTpoe-
HueM. {1 He 3Hana, Ky/la MHE IeBaThCsl. .. U, TJIABHBIM 00pa3oM, BCJIEACTBHE STOTO MOTOPOIMUIA HAIII
MpUess Cloaa.

— TeGe, nmoxanyi, MpOCTUTENBHO, KaTpuH, M3yMIIATHCS OTHOIIEHHMIO HAIETO CEMENCTBA K
STOMY YeJIOBEKY, HO BCE e Be/lb Thl 3Haelllb, KeM OH ObUI M [UIsl OTIA, ¥ ISl MaTepH, U ISl HaC.

— 3Halo, pacCcKa3bIBAIM MHE Pa3Hble UCTOPUH, TIPUKITIOUEHHUsI 3TOr0 Kapiauka. Ho, HaCKOJIBKO s
MOHKMMAIO, OH BCEr/a TOIBKO BMEIIMBAJICS B )KU3Hb T'OCIION M BCE MyTAll. ..

— Jlyuie nepectanemM roBoputh 00 3ToM, — iepedut ee bopuc, — s mpuexait He 3aTeM, YTOOBI
CCOPUTBCS C TOOO.

— A TBI MOXEIIIb CO MHOH MOCCOPUTBCS M3-3a TAKOTO B3A0pa’?

— Ouenb MorYy.
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Karpun Hamyna ryoku.

B 310 Bpems B CTOJIOBYIO BOIIUIM JIBE HSHIOIIKH, BeJlsl 32 PyKH KPOILIEYHOTO TOI0BATIOT0 MaJlb-
YHMKa, KOTOPBHIA OBICTPO MepecTyna TOJICTHIMUA HOKOHKAMH, TO M JIeJI0 3aKU/IbIBasl Ha3a] TEMHYIO
KypUaByIO TOJIOBKY Y 3BOHKO BBIKPHKHUBAS BCE OJIHO M TO K€, HO COBCEM HETOHSITHOE CJIOBO.

Bopwuc Bcran, myMHO, OTOJBHHYB CBOM CTYJI, M Yepe3 MTHOBEHHUE ObLT yike Ha KOPTOUKax mepe|
peOEHKOM, IPUHUMAS €T0 OT HSHEK U TOBTOPSIS:

— Bor oH kakoii, BOT!

Manbuuk cpasy U3yMHJICS, UCITyTascs Jaxe, OTOpocuiics Ha3aj. XoTesl ObUIo 3aKpuyaTh, HO,
HE JOKOHYMB U MEPBOW OTYASHHON HOTKH, BIPYT PacCMesuicsl, MycKasi My3bIpd CBOMMH COYHBIMU
ryokamu. OH HUCKOJIBKO HE COMPOTHBIISLICSA, Koraa bopuc, Kpenko o0XBaTuB €ro, BHICOKO MOIHSLT
HaJ| cOOOI0 U TIOTOM CTaJl 11eJI0BaTh, IEKOTaTh M TUCKATb.

— Bor Tak, BOT Tak, — MpUroBaprBaj OH, — C MEPBOM K& MUHYTHI IO3HAKOMUJIUCD, U APY3bsi, U
noHumaeM Jpyr apyra! Benp npaBaa, Cepexa? Ax, Aa Kakoi ke Tol Muiblil! Kakoil yMHBIN, Kakoit
XOPOILUEHbKUIA !

W oH omATh 1eoBai ero, eKoTal U TUCKaJl. MabuuK CMesUICs, OTAYBAJICS U yXKe 3aIyCTU
00e TOJICTEHbKME PYYOHKH C SIMKAMHU U MepeXBaTaMH B TYCTbIE BOJIOCHI JSI/IH.

It0 OblTa Takas MpesiecTHas ClieHa, 4To Aaxe KarpuH nepecrana cepauThes U Tisiaena, jgac-
KOBO YJIBIOASIC.

— Jla mepectanb, BeAb THI ero 3aaymuins! [IpaBo, Th cam ele coBceM pedeHOK !

Hakonen bopuc nepenan maiipurika HssHbkam. KaTpyH nojonuia K CbiHy, MoLeioBasa ero, pu-
[J1a/IWJ1a €My BOJIOCHI M IPOM3HECIIA CBOUM TOHEHBKUM, HO BJIACTHBIM TOJIOCKOM:

— YBenure!

HsHpky 1 peGeHOK ucUesni.

— Bort 310 X0pormo! — ckazan bopuc, cHOBa MpUHUMAsICh 32 3aBTPaK.

— Yro xoporo?

— XopoI1o — Takoi pedeHoK !

— Koneuno, HexgypHo#i! — He 63 HEKOTOPOro camMoIoBOJIbCTBa 3ameTniia Karpun. — Ho ecim
ObI ThI 3HAJI, CKOJIBKO TeNephb yKe C HUM XJIOMOT. .. UTo e nasiie Oyner?!

— PasBe ThI TATOTHIIIBCS STUMU XJIONOTAMU?

— Her, xoHeuHo, Het. § Tak ToNMbKO cKa3ana. OmHako, bopuc, — mpubaBuiIa oHa, — s BCE Ky,
KOTJJa Thl CTaHeIlIb PACCKa3biBaTh. Benp 1Ba rona mpoXkui B UyKUX Kpasix, Beb MHOTO HHTEPECHOTO?

— Ionoxu, Bce, uto TeOe MOXKET ObITh MHTEPECHO, Y3HACIIb. A Cpa3y Tak — IpUexajl U Hauu-
Hall paccKas3bIBaTh, 3TOTO s1 COBCEM He yMmel0. BoT Huyero gake Ha yM He MJIET, 4To Obl Takoe Tede
pacckasarh.

— B takom ciyuae noiiziem, st Tebe MOKaxy HaIlld PUTOTOBJICHUS K 3aBTpaliHeMy Oaiy. Benp
y Hac Oan 3aBrpa. [oiinem B OobIyIo 32Ty, TaM TeNepb YCTAaHABIMBAIOT pacTeHus. 1 Xxody, 4ToObl
Bcs 3au1a Obuia B 3enenu. Ceityac mpoxoauia, OoblIiie OJIOBUHBI YKe TOTOBO — M 3TO OY€Hb KPAacHBO!

— Ioiigem!

OHuM HanpaBWJIKCH B 32Ty, KOTOpasi, JEHCTBUTEINILHO, MTPEICTaBIIsIA Terneph nogooue caga. ['po-
MaJIHbIe 9K30TUYECKHE PACTEHUSI BBICUJIMCH TIOUTH K CAMOMY TTOTOJIKY.

— N'est ce pas que c'est gentil? — roBopwia, JioOysick, Katpun.— Puis il y aura des fleurs. .. des
fleurs partout! $1 HapoYHO BBIKMAATA U IO CUX TOp He Jiesiaia Oajia JjIsl TOro, YToObl Halll Oat ObuT
JIy4IIIAM B 3TY 3UMY.

Omna oxuBmiack. [1a3a ee 3a0necrenu. OHa 3ame6erana, He YMOJIKast TIOYTH HA HA MUHYTY,
U clieniajiach COBCEM IMOXOkeH Ha «NTUYKY». VI3 3ai1bl OHU CTajM OOXOAUTh KOMHATY 32 KOMHATOM.
Karpun nokaspiBana rpekpacHyio OpoH3y, SIOHCKHE Ba3bl U APYTUe BEIl, KYIUICHHbIE B OTCYTCTBUE
Bopuca. OHa ¢ HacnaxaeHNeM JI0Ka3biBasa, 4To BOT TAKMX KaHENIs0p, 3a KOTOpbIe 3ariaueHa oac-
HOCJIOBHAsI CyMMa, HUT/IE HET M YTO TaKas M TaKOH-TO 3aBTPa C yMa COMIOYT OT 3aBUCTH, KOTJa UX
YBUIAT.
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Boo0rrie oHa Obl1a BCs B 3aBTpAIIHEM JIHE: OH JIOJKEH ObLIT JOCTAaBUTh € TOPKECTBO, M O HEM
nonro 6ymyT roBoputh B [letepbypre.

Bopuc ciymain ee paccessHHO, MHOTJa Aake He CIIBIIA TOro, 4To OHa ropopuia. Emy craHo-
BWJIOCH OYeHb CKy4YHO. OH HauMHAJI YyBCTBOBATh YCTAJIOCTh, Y HEro MOYTH KPYKHUJIACh TOJOBA OT
3TOro HecMoskaemoro mederanus. Ha ero cuactee, KaTpun nonoxunm o kakoM-To Busute. OHa cjie-
nana, oopariasick k bopucy, MuHy, o603HavaBIIy0: «Kak 3T0 CKyuHO!» — 1, paIocTHAsI U CUSIIOIIAS,
YIIOPXHYJIA B OJIHY U3 TOCTUHBIX.

Ckopo BepHyJcs nqomoi Bragumup. OTeickaB Opata, OH B3sJI €r0 TMOJ PYKYy | TOBeJ B CBON
KaOMHET, OrPOMHYI0 KOMHATY, 3aCTaBJICHHYIO Pa3HOOOpa3HOM JOPOror MeOesblo U COBCEM He yKa-
3bIBABIIYIO Ha POJ 3aHATHIA ee Xo3siMHa. Ha mucbMeHHOM CToJe JIekaso J0CTaTOYHOE KOJMMYECTBO
Oymaru, Ho Oymaru 4uctou. Jlesxano HeCKOJIBKO KHUT, HO HE pa3pe3aHHBbIX.

— 3Haeb, — cka3as Brnaaumup, — Ko MHe TIOJIOIIIe BEJIMKUIA KHS3b, U 51 éMY COOOIINII O TBOEM
npueszie. OH ObUT OYeHb MUJIOCTHB, BeJies TeOe KIaHAThCS M CIPAIINBAJ, YTO Thl HAMEPEH JIeIaTh.

— Yro e Thl eMy OTBETHI?

— Yrto THI HaMepeH CIIyXWTb, MPOJOKATh HAYATYIO CIIyXkKOy, 3araciiich B UykKHUX Kpasix
HOBBIMU 3HAHUSIMU U OIBITOM. YTO %e uHoe s1 Mor oTBeTuTh?! Jla U, Halielch, — s cKa3asl mpaBy?
Benp He gymaertib ke Thl BBIXOAUTH B OTCTABKY, ThI YK€ M TaK TOTEePsI MHOT'O BPEMEHH — TIeJIbIX JIBa
roga!

Bopuc HeonpeneneHHo yibioancs.

— A Bejib 11 ellie He 3Hal0, — TPOTOBOPUJI OH, — OBITh MOXET, U B OTCTABKY BBIHY — TaM BHIHO
Oynet. Mens ciryx0a 4TO-TO He TSHET IPH TeMepelHX 0OCTOSITEIbCTBAX.

—Jla, o6cTOATENbCTBA TSIKENBIE. .. ApaKdeeB JOXOAUT JO TIOCIIEAHEr0; HO CITyKUTh BCe e HAJIO,
HAJIO JIeNlaTh Kapbepy — Ja U 0OCTOSITENIbCTBA MOTYT MEPEMEHHTHCS.

— MoryT nepemenuTbesi! — 3agymunBo nosropui bopuc. — OT 3TOro s ¥ rOBOPIO: TaM BUIHO
OyzeT. A Kak TBOHM Jejia — KaKeTcsl, XOpOoIo?..

— HenypHo, — caMOIOBOJIBHO CKa3asl Biiagumup, — MOHEMHOrY MOABUTaloCh. [a, s BUKy, 4To
MOsI KEeHUTH0A, TEUCTBUTENILHO, TIPUHECTIa MHE MOJb3Y: 0e3 momorny pogau Karpudn MHe ObUTO Obl
TPYIHO MpoduThes. OTel HUKOTAa He TOAyMal O TOM, YTO €My CJIe/IOBAJIO, €CIM YK He s cedsl, TO
XOTb JIJIS1 HAC, TIO[JIEPKUBATH MPEKHUE CBSA3M.

Bopuc Benbixnyi.

— Oty 00 3TOM Hevero ObUIO AymaTh, — cKazal OH. — OH MHOTO JyMas O HaC, COXPaHUB IS
HAC He3alsITHAHHBIM CTapOe YeCTHOE MMsI U OOraTCTBO HAIIMX MPEIKOB.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, KOHEUHO, — Tiepedus1 Bragumup, — 51 HU B 4eM ero He OOBUHSI... OH MeHs
HE CTECHSIET CPE/ICTBAMH.

W Bapyr ux pasroBop 3amep. OO60MM CTaj0 HEJOBKO. DTU HEJIOBKOCTH YaCTO TOSIBJISIIHCH
MEX/1y HUMHU B Pa3roBOpax C I71a3y Ha Iia3 U MOSIBIISUIMCH yKe AaBHO, C TeX MOp KaK OHU BBHIIILIH
U3 OTPOUYECKHX JIET.

— Kak tb1 Hatenn Karpun? Kak Hamen manbumka?

— Manburk TBO# — nipesiecTb! M Thl O4eHb cUaCTIIMBBIN YeJIOBEK !

— TebGe HUKTO He MenIaeT ObICTPO IOCTUYb TAKOTO CYACTbsI, — 3aMeTHIT Bragumup.

Ho Bopuc Oyaro He pacciblialt 3Toro 3aMeyaHust U MPOIOIKa:

— A KarpuH — 4t0 %e s Mory cka3ath TeOe? OHa emie moxopoinena... OHa, KaxeTcs,, O4YeHb
IIOBOJIBHA U cyacTiinBa?!

— Jla, BeposITHO, OHA CYACTIIMBA, 5, TI0 KpailHel Mepe, ee CUacThio He Melaio. . .

U onAth UM cTaio HETOBKO.
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IV. baa

Karpun TopkectBoBasia. OHa gocturia cBoeil nenu. Ee 6an, 6e3 BCIKOro coOMHeHwHsI, OyaeT
MpU3HAH CaMbiM OniecTsM OanoMm ce3oHa. HampacHo Obl ee Bparu W HenoOposkesatenw (OHa
AyMaJa, 4To TaKMX y Hee MHOTO) CTapaJIiCh K YeMy-JIOO0 PUAPATHCs, YTO-HUOYAb OCYUTh, HAUTH
B YeM-HUOY/Ib HEIOCTATOK — MPUIPATHCS TIOJIOKUTEIBHO OBUIO HE K YeMy. ..

Crapsrit oM ['opOaToOBBIX, CO CBOUMY aH(UIIAIaMU BEIMISCTBEHHBIX KOMHAT, M3YK paIlleHHBIH,
BEChb HAIMOJTHEHHBIH MpeIMeTaM1 POCKOIIN 1 BKyCa, IPKO ropes OeCYUCIICHHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM CBEUEH
u Kapcesieil. B orpoMHoli 3a71e, ¢ 3cTpajipl, CKpIBAEMOIN TPOIIMYECKUMU PACTEHUSIMHU, YK€ BPEMs OT
BPEMEHHU Pa3[IaBaJIFCh OTPHIBUCTHIE 3ByKHM HACTPAaUBAEMBIX MHCTPYMEHTOB. TaHIIbI ellle He HaYrHa-
JIUCb.

Tonma Gnectsamiero odmecTBa ¢ KaxI0d MAUHYTOW MpUObIBajia M HATIONHSIIA MapagHble KOM-
Hathl. MatoBasi Oe/Tm3Ha OOHAKEHHBIX JKEHCKHX I11eY, OJeCK IparolleHHbIX KaMHEeH nepeMelnvBa-
JIMChH C 30JI0TOM BOEHHBIX MYHJIMPOB, CO 3B€3[1aMH U JICHTAMH.

3naeck coOpaioch Bee BhICIiee OOIIECTBO CTOJHIIBL.

Mortoz1o¥ XO35IMH He CXOIUJI CO CBOETO IOCTa, BCTpevasi rocTei. M, isizis Ha Hero, cpasy MOKHO
ObLITIO yOSIUTHCSI, YTO OH MCIIOJHSET CBOM OOSI3aHHOCTH C TTOJTHBIM IIOHMMAaHUeM Jienia. Berpeuas 6e3
WCKJIIOYEHUS BCEX YJbIOKaMHU U JII0OEe3HIMU (hpa3aMu, OH, TEM HE MEeHee, TPUIaBal STUM YJIbIOKaM
u ¢pazam OecurcieHHOe pa3HOOOpasue OTTEHKOB. Kakplil M Kak[Iasi Mojyvand OT Hero MMEHHO
TO, YTO 3aC/Ty;KUBAJIM — TIO0 KpaHel mepe, 1o ero MHeHuio. OT (aMuIbsIpHOrO KMBaHUS TOJIOBBI, OT
TOPOILJTMBOTO, HEMHOKKO HEOPEKHOTO MPOTITHUBAHbBSI IBYX MAJIBIEB OH MEPEXOIMI K CAEPKAHHOMY
TMIOKJIOHY, TIOJTHOMY YyBCTBa COOCTBEHHOTO JIOCTOMHCTBA. 3aTeM BAPYI COBCEM paclBeTal U Onaro-
JapHO B3MJIsIIbIBAJI CBOMMHU TO U JIEJIO MOTY3aK PhIBAIOIIIMMICS I71a3aMH Ha KaKOrO-HUOYIb CAHOBHUKA
WM BBICOKOITIOCTABJIEHHYIO aMmy. OH IIenTaia 0 TOM, KaK CYaCT/IMB BUJIETh MX y ceOs B JI0Me, CO
CKPOMHOCTBIO YMHOTO MOJIOZIOTO YeJIOBEKa, CO3HAIOIIETO CBOIO MOJIOIOCTb.

IOHas xo3siiKa Toke XOpOIIo U3y4rsia HayKy IpreMa roctei rmo panram. OHa miederana, Kak
NTUYKA, PACChlIasi HAMIPABO M HAJIEBO JETCKHE HEBMHHBIE YIIBIOKU. M TOJIbKO Kpacka, TO BCIIBIXMBAB-
111asi, TO TIOTYyXaBINasl Ha ee IIeKax, U ObICTPHIA, HECTIOKOWHBIN B30p, BPeMsI OT BpeMeH! OpocaeMBblii
€10 10 HaIpaBJICHUIO KO BXOJHBIM JIBEPsIM, YKa3bIBaJIM Ha ee BoiHeHue. [la, OHa CMIIbBHO BOJTHOBA-
nace! Tlepen HE1o CTOSITT MyUUTENBHBIN BOITPOC: OyZIeT KTO-HUOY/Ab U3 BBICOKMX TOCTel Win He Oyaet?..
Vnaua unmm veynada? Kusnb uinu cmepts? Elie ueTBepTh yaca — ¥ BCe PEIInTCs: WK MOJTHOE TOP-
KECTBO, WJIM BCE TPyAbl M 3a00ThI Mponanu gapoM. Eme yerBepTh yaca — u, Boxe mMoii, Beqb oHa,
MoXxasyu, Oyaer modex/IeHa BparaMu, OyJeT ocMesiHa, YyTh JIM He OMO30peHa.

Bor Oyaro kakoe-To JABMKEHME TaM, BIIEpe/d, OTKYJa OHA KJIET craceHbsl i rudenu. OHa
BCSI HACTOPOXKWJIACh, CIyIIaeT, cMOTpuT. Cepilie ee Tak U CTYYMT O[] HU3KO BBIPE3aHHBIM KOpca-
’KEM TIPEJIECTHOTO MApPHKCKOro OAJIbHOTO TUIaThs. I pyap ee BbICOKO mopHuMaercs. [lake oOHaxkeH-
HbIe HEKHBIE IJIeYM HEPBHO B3[ParuBaioT, MPUBO/S B IBUKEHUE MACCUBHOE OPHJUTMAHTOBOE KOJIbE,
KOTOpOE TaK ¥ TOPUT BCEMU IIBETAMHU PaIyTH, MpUaaBas emie 0ojee KPacoThl € XOPOIIEeHbKOMY JeT-
ckomy JnuuKy. Ho BOpyT ee B3Iisig MrHOBEHHO IMOTYXaeT, 10 BCEM YepTaM MpoOeraeT BhpakeHHe
HEKOTOporo pasovapoBanusi. OJJHAKO BCe ke OHa JieslaeT HaJl COO0I0 YCHIIHE, TYT JKe 03apsieTcs CHsl-
IOIIEH YJBIOKOH U, KOKETIIMBO CKJIOHSISICh, CIIEIIIMT HABCTPEUY BXOASIEMY TBEPIOW BOSHHOMW TMOXO/-
KOI reHepaJty, yBeIIaHHOMY OpIICHAMH U 3BE3/1aMH, Ha XOJLy MOTPSXUBAIOIIEMY T'yCTBIMH MOJIETAMH.

— Ah que c'est aimable de votre part, comte, de ne pas nous oublier! — roBOpUT OHa reHepaiy,
MPOTATHUBAsI EMY PYKY.

OH e1ie 1 elrie BCTPSXHUBAET SI0IETaMH, CKJIOHSETCS K ee pyKe, LIETyeT ee, IPUUYEeM €ro CTapbie
IIEKY, TIONePThIe BHICOKMM BOPOTHUKOM, OarpoBeroT, a moj HagaOpeHHBIMU YCaM# CKJIAIbIBACTCS
moGe3Hast ybIOKa.
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— Vous oublier, madame, — TOBOPUT OH I'yCTBIM I'OJIOCOM, OTBPATUTEILHO MPOU3HOCS MO-(ppaH-
IIy3CKH, — mais c'est impossible. .. pour chaque mortel!

OH oTX0oMT OT Hee, YTOOBl He MelaTh el MPUBETCTBOBATh HOBBIX TOCTEM, U, OCTAHOBHBIIKChH
Ha MTHOBEHHME U OIISIICBIINCH, UET TIO HAMPABJICHUIO K TaHIIEBaJbHOM 3ajie. OH BBICTABJISIET BIle-
Pe CBOIO BBICOKYIO I'Py/lb, YKPAIIEHHYI0 BCEBO3MOKHBIMU 3HAKAMU OTJIMYUS, CTapaeTcsl MpUIaTh
BEJIMYECTBEHHYIO OCaHKY CBOEH HECKOJBKO OOpIo3riieit purype, crapaercsi n300pa3iTh Ha CBOEM
Jmie BaxXHOCTh. Ho 310 eMy 110Xo yaaeTcs 1 CKopo HajgoeaaeT. JINo ero npuHuMaeT Majio-roMaity
00bIYHOE JOOPOIYIITHOE U MPOCTOBAaTOE BhipakeHune. OH JJACKOBO OTBEYAeT Ha oOpalaemMble CO BcexX
CTOPOH K HEMY MOYTUTEIbHbIE TIOKJIOHBI; TOKMMAET HAIPaBo U HAJIEBO PYKU MHOT/IA JIae HE3HAKO-
MBIX JTIofe. Bripouem, Takux 31ech Masio. 3a HUM UAET LIETIOT, €r0 MPOBOXKAIOT MHOM pa3 yJIbIOKH,
B KOTOPBIX Y€ HE 3aMETHO TOJIBKO UTO BBIPAXKEHHOH €My MOUTUTEIHHOCTH.

A MexXIy TeM 3TO repoi — IIOOMMeEI COJJIAT, IPo3a BParoB, YeI0BEK, 3aKaJIEHHBIH MO TPAoM
IyJb, 3aKOITYEHHBIN B JbIMY MOpoOXa, pycckuil basipa, Kak ero Has3blBaloT, — 310 rpad Munopano-
Bu4. Ho repoii OteuecTBeHHON BOMHBI BO IHA BHEIIIHETO MUPa, KOTOPbIe OKa3aJIMCh JaJIeKO He MUP-
HBIMH, TTOKENIAN OTJIMYUTHCS] HA MHOM TIOIPUIIIE, HEe 33 JyMaBIIMCh O TOM, ObUIM JI y HETO AJIsI 3TOTO
TMIONPUINA HEOOXOOMMBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, — TeTeph OH MeTepOyprcKuil reHepai-ryoepHaTop U 4yTh He
€KEeHEBHO MOPTUT CBOIO OJIECTSIYIO PEIYTAIMIO HEPACTIOPSANTEILHOCTHIO, JIETKOMBICITHEM U JJakKe
JIEHBIO. ..

Karpun Bcst B oxkuannu. OHa €XXeMUHYTHO B3IVIS/IBIBAET HA YaChl, KOTOPHIE CTOSIT B HECKOJIb-
KHX IIarax ot Hee Ha KaMuHe. OHa TIOYTH cama He IOHUMAET, YTO TOBOPUT TOIXOISIINM K HEl MyK-
YMHAM U JaMaM.

«[lopa, maBHO Mopa! — My4YHTEeNHHO AyMaeT oHa. — Bellb He MOXeT ke ObITh, YTOOBI HE TIpUe-
XaJ, Befb ele nocne odena cousin Nicolas rmpresskait mpsMo OTTyAa U CKa3al, YTO COOMPAIOTCH. . .
Hy, a 4ro, ecim Bapyr uTo-HMOYIH MoMemano? MaJo JiM 9YTo MOXKET TOMeIIaTh!»

OnHa BCIIOMMHAET, 4TO BOT YK€ HECKOJIbKO JHEH, KaKk B MPHUIBOPHBIX KPYKKaxX TOBOPSAT O
Cepbe3HOM He310poBbe umMriepaTpulbl EnnszaBersl AsekceeBHbl. «Ho Bep ToT ke cousin Nicolas,
KOTOPBII BCE 3HAET MO CBOEMY IOJIOKEHHIO TIPH IBOPE, TOBOPHJI, UTO €H JIydllle, YTO 9TO BOBCE HE
Kakas-HUOYIb orpesieieHHast U ornacHasi 00JIe3Hb, a TPOCTO 00MIas ¢1adoCTh, B KOTOPOW IMMOMOXET
nepemeHa kiauMara. Ho masio m 4to mMoxeT rnomenarsh! BeITh MOXeT, KTO-HHUOYb HAPOYHO, KTO-
HUOYb U3 Bparos rnocrapascs! Bempb BOT yxke MOJOBUHA OAMHHAIIATOrO cKopo!.. JlaBHO Mopa HavYaTh
TaHibl... Ecnu He npueayt... yro ke Torga?!. Torma ... s ympy!l..» — nokonuwia Katpun cBou
Mpaunble M. OHa coBceM noOnenena. Ha ee rmazax HaBepTHIBAIKCH Clie3bl, y Hee HauMHasa
KPYXXUTBCS TOJIOBA.

«Boxe! Kakoe cuactee! Onu! Onu!!.» — enBa cnepxuBas ceOsi, YTOObI He KPUKHYTh TPOMKO,
Y BHE3AITHO OXKMBJISISACH, permia Karpun.

B nBepsix KOMHATHI TIOKA3aJICsl MOJIOJOM YeIOBEK B FeHEpaIbCKOM MYHIUpE, C HEKPACHUBBIM,
HO YMHBIM U B TO k€ BpeMsl JJOOPOAYIIHBIM JIUIIOM, C SICHBIMU IJ1a3aMHU, [JISIEBIIUMH 30PKO U TIPH-
craibHO. OH BeJI MoJ] pyKy CTPONHYIO, COBCEM €Ille I0HYIO IaMy, TIPEJIECTHBIE YepPThl KOTOPOU ObUIH
OyITO BRITOUEHBI M3 Mpamopa. KarpuH nocrernmia HaBCTpedy BXOAMBIINM, cliesiana IIyOOKuH, Tpa-
IMO3HBIA peBepaHc. FOHas Benmkas kusaruns Enena [TaBnoBHa eff JIaCKOBO yJbIOasiack, MPOTATUBast
pyKy. Muxaw [1aBoBud mo0e3HO cTal U3BUHATHCS, CHUMAs ¢ ceOsi BUHY U BO BCEM OOBHHSISI CBOIO
MOJIOAYIO CYIIPYTY.

Karpun HaHu3bIBasa OAHY 3a APYroW M3bICKaHHBIE (hpasbl, epederasi CUSIONIMM B3IJISAOM C
BEJIMKOW KHATWHM Ha BEJIMKOTO KHs13s1. HeraBHero TomiieHust Kak He ObIBAJIO, MyUYHTEIbHAS TSKECTh
crana ¢ ried. OHa BIPYT paciBesia CBOeH JAeTCKOUM KPacoTo, OyATO BRIPOC/IA Ha MOJITOIOBBI M HAITpa-
BWJIACh C BBICOKOW YETOH B 31y, IIe X BCTPETHIIM BJAPYT TPSHYBIINE C HEBUIUMOM 3CTPabl Bece-
JIble 3BYKH BaJIbCa.

Katpun ocraHoBmIach B TOOIOHOCHOM T103€, C TOPAEIMBO MPUTIOIHSATON TOJIOBOW, OKHUIbIBAS
OBICTPBIM B3IJISIOM OJiecTsiiiiee coOpaHue. Yepe3 MUHYTY K HEH MOJOIIe] BeJIMKUI KHS3b U TIOKJIO-
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Hwics ei. OHa MPUTIOHSIIA CBOI0 TOHEHBKYI0 HEXHYIO PYKY, CKOJB3HYBIIYIO [0 PYKaBy €ro MyH-
J¥pa, ¢ JeTCKON CYACTIMBOM YJIBIOKOW CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY MOYTH K CAMOMY €ro TUIedy U, Jierkasi, Kak
NTHYKA, TOMYAJIach C HUM TIO 3epKaJTbHOMY MapKeTy TPOMAaJIHOM 3ajIbl. 32 HUMU MYAJIUCh JITTAHHOW
BEPEHULEH APYIrUe Mapbl.

Bce 3akpyxunoch. 3ByKU OpKecTpa MOCTETICHHO YCHINBAIUCH, OYATO MOACTYNATN K CAMOMY
cepIiry, pokaasi B HeM Kakoe-To BOJIIIeOHoe oryiieHre. Katprua ka3anock, YTo OHa OTAEISAETCS OT
T0J1a, YTO OHA HECETCSI CO CBOMM KaBaJIePOM M BO3IyIITHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE, YTO BOKPYT HEe He XOPOIIO
3HAKOMasl €l CTApUHHAS 3aJ1a TOPOATOBCKOTO JIOMa, a Tpormuyeckuii jec. [ToToIok ucuesaer, OTKphbI-
BaeTcs OECKOHEUHO cHsIoIee MPocTpaHcTBO. OTpoMHBIE MaTbMbl CKJIOHSIIOTCS HaJl HEIO, TYIIHUCThIe
THAIIVHTBL U PO3BI JIBIIAT €f HABCTpeuy apoMaTtoM. MUpHaIbl CJIaJKOTOJIOCHIX MTHI] TIOIOT i CBOU
BOJIIIIEOHbIe TIecHU. M OHA HeceTcsl Jasibllie W JIaibIlle, BBIIIE W BHIIIE, BIEPSAX BO3AYIITHOTO POsI
cwiibua 1 3716PoB.

Ho Bot oHa cniyctunach Ha 3emutio. Bemkuil KHs3b IPUBBIYHO U JIOBKO MTPUBUHYJI €1 JIETKUIA
30s10ueHbIi cTy1. OHa OIMyCTUIIACh HAa HETO, MOC/aB OarofapHyo yIbIOKY CBOEMY KaBaJiepy, M CTaja
00MaxmBaTh BEEPOM pasropsr4eHHOE JIUIIO U Tuieur. OHa MUTOM 3a0blIa U TPOIMMYECKUH Jiec, U pou
cubdua v 31b¢oB. OHa creania 3a yIaasBIIMMCS OT Hee KaBaJIepOM, OTHICKMBAS IJ1a3aMH BEJIUKYIO
kHsATUHIO. OHA cHOBA ObLIa TOJTHA 3a00T U BOJTHEHHI.

Benp oH He mipuriacu ee ere Ha repBblii KoHTpaaHc. Ho oH HerpeMeHHO JIOJKeH TIPOTaHIIe-
BaTh €ro C Helo: ee caMoTioOre He MOXKET ObITh YIOBJIETBOPEHO STUM BaJIbCOM.

Bort on nopromen k ee Myxy. OH poTAruBaeT pyKy bopucy, roBOpuT ¢ HUM, YeMy-TO CMEeTCSl.
[Torom orxogut Kk MutopaioBudy u cMeetcs erne OoJblie. .. Botr o cpeau gam. [laphl TaHITyommx
3aCJIOHWIM, HI4Yero He BuaHO. OHa nmpunomaumaercs. OHa AomkHA ObITh ONMvke, JOJKHA OBITh Ha
r71a3ax, 4ToObl e He 3a0bLIN MPUTIACUTD.

Ho B 370 Bpems k Hell OAXOAUT MOJIOOH KpacuBblii ouniep. OnsaTh BaabcupoBaTh! A OTKa-
3aTh HeBO3MOXHO. C e/1Ba 3aMETHON MUMOJIETHON I'PUMACOi OHa JIETKUM HaKJIOHEHUEM T'OJIOBBI JIaeT
cBoe cornacue. OHa OMATh MUUTCS, HO YK€ He B BO3AYIIIHOM IMPOCTPAHCTBE, HE CPE TPOITMIECKOTO
neca. Ee MasieHbKHe HOXKKH, €/IBa Kacasich 1Mojia, CKOJB3ST MAIlIMHAILHO BBIJIE/bIBA 114, a I71a3a Bce
WIIYT KOTO-TO.

— Assez, monsieur, ej suis fatiguée, — memuyT ee ryosl.

— Pardon, madame!

Cnasa bory, BenMkuii KHA3b MOAXOAUT K HEW M MPUIJIAILAET €€. .. Ha BTOPON KOHTPIAHC.

Ha Bropoii! OHa GeiHeeT, ToJIOC ee IPOKUT MPH OTBETE, C HEl 4yTh He Aenaercs aypHo. Ho
oHa cziepxuBaercs. OHa ele ropaeimnBee, eile ModeIOHOCHee TIOHUMAET CBOIO TOJIOBKY, a B Ceplie
Oymnyet 371002 1 OGecripeIMeTHast HEHABUCTb.

«C kem xe?! C kem xe?!.»
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V. 910 ona!

Mesx1y TeM BeJIMKHUI KHsI3b, KOHEUHO, HUKAK He MOT ceOe MPeACTaBUTh, Kakoe OCKOpOIeHIe
HaHEeC XOPOIIEHbKOM X03s1iKe, KaKOH a1 BO3OYIWII B AyIiie ee. 3Hast KEHCKOe caMoJTio0re, OH IMEHHO
XOTeJI OCTYMUTD TaK, YTOOBI HU XO35IMKA, HU APyTrasi BHICOKOIOCTABJIEHHAS MOJIOZAsI laMa He MOTJIH
cumntarh ceOs1 oOmkeHHbIMU. CrenaB MepBblid Typ Baibca ¢ KaTpus, oH 3aTeM XOTes MoKa3arh, 4To
31€Ch, B YaCTHOM JIOM€, He JIOJKHO ObITh STUKETA ¥ CIIOPOB 32 MepBeHCTBO. OH peIuics TaHIIeBaTh
TMIEPBBIA KOHTPIAHC C KeM-HUOYIb, C IIEPBOI MOJIOAOM KEHITMHOW WJIM JEBYIIKOM, KaKast MOMaaeTcs
eMy Ha IJ1a3a.

Tak oH u caenan. OOoWas 3ayy, OH 3aMETU HECKOJIBKO OJMHOKO CHJIEBIIYIO IEBYIIKY B
JOBOJIBHO TPOCTOM, HO M3SIIMHOM OefioM Hapsige. Hukakumu OCOOSHHBIMM YKpAIICHUSIMU 3Ta
JEBYIIIKA He TocTapayiach BO3BBICUTH CBOIO KPacoTy. B ee TeMHbIe BOJIOCHI, TOBOJIBHO IVIAJKO TMpHYe-
CaHHbIe, ObLITM BKOJIOTHI /IBE OeJTble pO3bl, Ha Ilee CKPOMHas JKeMUYKHasi HUTh, HEOOJIBIIIHE KEMIY K-
HBIE CEpbI'U B yIIIaX — BOT U BCE.

Ho B 3TOM CKpOMHOM Hapsiie oHa Obula BeJMKoJernHa. BpicoKasi, cTpoiiHas, IIedd U pyKH
HEMHOJKKO XY/IOITaBbl, HO Oe3yKOpU3HEHHBIX ouepTanuii. OHa cujesna, OyCTUB MaJICHBKYIO ITpeJiecT-
HYIO TOJIOBY C MPaBUJIbHBIMU TOHKUMHM YepTaMH HEKHOTO, OJIeAHOTO Jiuila. Bomblme TeMHble 171a3a ee
IJISIIENTN MSITKO M 3aaymMunBo. Ha Bup el 66110 Tosia IBaaiaTh 18a, ObITh MOXKET, MeHbIIe. Bo Beeil ee
MpeKpacHoi (pUrype MOXHO OBbUIO TIOAMETUTh HE TO HEKOTOPYIO 00JIE3HEHHOCTh, HE TO YTOMJICHHE.

«Mais elle est vraiment bien belle», — momgymasn BeJTMKUI KHS3b.

OH KpyTO MOBEPHYI, MOJOIIEN K HEl U CIIPOCKII, CBOOOEH JIM y Hee TepBblii KoHTpaaHc. OHa
TIO/IHSJTa HA HETO 33yMUMBbIE 71432, TOTOM BCTaJa, IIPUYeM ellle 6osiee BhIKa3asla CBOM MPEKPaCHBIH
POCT ¥ Ipalvio, ¥ OTBeYasa eMy MeJIOTUYECKIM T'0JIOCOM, YTO OHA CBOOO/IHA.

— B Takom cityyae nmo3BosibTe MHE TaHIIEBaTh C BAMH.

Omna no6naroapuia CIOKOMHO U 1aXke, MOXKET ObITh, Yepecuyp paBHOAYIIHO. Bennkuii KHsI3b
OTOIIIEJT.

He npornio 1 MrHoBeHHs Kak oHa ObUIa OKpYXeHa JaMaMH, 32 MUHYTY Tepel TeM He o0pa-
IIaBIIMMH Ha Hee BHUMaHMSI.

— Mademoiselle Lamzine, qu'est ce qu'il vous a dit, le grand duc?

— Le grand duc m'a engege pour une contredance, — oTBeyasia OHa TE€M K€ CIIOKOMHBIM U PaB-
HOJLYIITHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— Pour laquelle?

— Pour la premiere.

DddekT ObUT MOTHBII.

«Mademoiselle Lamzine» BApyr czenanach npeIMeToM caMmoro HexHoro BHuManus. [loxuisie
JaMbl CTaJId TOBOPUTH €l 0 ee Kpacote. Moofple IMIsAeNM Ha Hee C 3aBUCThIO, HO B TO ke BpeMs
IIeNTaIN ed HexXHble (pas3bl. A TIOTOM, OTXO[s OT Hee, MepeAaBaIv Ipyr APYTy Ha ee CUeT Takue
3aMevyaHus:

— OfHako ke Be/ib 3TO YKAaCHO — OoJbllie He CYIIECTBYeT Hactosiiiee ooiectBo! Ero Hurme
HATH HEBO3MOKHO. ..

— Ia, 310 MpaB/a, BCIOLY BTUPAIOTCS] HEM3BECTHO OTKy/A. .. des parvenues.

— Kakwue-to muiemstHaunpl! Kakve-to 6eHple BocnuTaHHUIIEL. .. Dieu sait qui!

— Xotb OBl TETKa OfiefIa ee MPHIINIHO, cTapas ckpsara! [TocMoTpuTe — Beib 3TO MPOCTO cpam!

— W 4ro B Hel HaxoAsAT Xopoiero?!

— Her, ona kpacuBa 6e3 criopa!

— Kakas ke kpacora! Pale, maigre... une vieille fille!

— Crapyxa roBOpHT, 4TO € BCEero ABalaTh OAWH rofl.

— Ckazarp Bce MoxHO! §I yBepeHa, 4To TeJIbIX ABAIATh MSTh Oy/IeT.
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— Teneps erie HeOCTaBaO, YTOOH ee (PPEHTMHOM cienanu!

— Hy, 1o aToro He nOMAyT, — 3T0 OBUIO OBI yke CIUIIKOM! !

«Mademoiselle Lamzine», KOHEYHO, HE CIIbIIIIAJIA U HE TIOAO3peBajia 3TUX pa3roBopoB. OHa
CITOKOMHO TIPOAOJIKaIa OTBEYATh TeM, KTO oOparnascs K Hell ¢ Borrpocamu. U B TO ke BpeMs pacce-
SIHHBIH B3IJISIZ] €€ TEMHBIX, MEUTATENIbHBIX I71a3 SICHO TIOKa3bIBaJI, YTO OHA OYEHb JajieKa OT OKpyKa-
IOIIETr0 W YTO B HEW HET HUKAKOro Becesbsi. MIHOraa TONbKO ee TOHKHUE, MPEeIeCTHbIe YepThl PUHU-
MaJTi KaKoe-TO CTpaHHOE, He TO TPEBOKHOE, HE TO UCITyTaHHOE BhIpaXeHue, OyATO OHa XkJaja 4ero-
TO, OYATO 4ero-To 0OosIach.

Ho 3amonkime Ob110 3ByKM OpKecTpa CHOBa pasfaivch. [Ipo3Bydan puTypHesb KOHTpAAHCA.
[Tpousomnwio BceoOIee nBmkeHne. brectsime kaBaiepsl CKOIb3UIM 10 MapKeTy, CIEIIIN K CBOUM
JaMaMm, pacCTaBJIsIN CTYJIbsI.

Benmkuit kHs13b npoBest «mademoiselle Lamzine» uepe3 BClo 3a1y Cpeid paccTyMakoencs
Tosmbl. KaTpuH HECKOJIBKO CrpaBUiIach ¢ cOOOI0 M MOMYYMsIa XOTh TO MAJIEHbKOE YIOBJIETBOPEHHE,
YTO OKa3aJIach Vis-a-vis ¢ BeJIMKUM KHs13eM. OHa oryisiena ero gaMmy ObICTPBIM, HO TTyOOKO TIpe3pH-
TEJIbHBIM B3IJIS1JOM, KOTOPOTO Ta, BIIPOYEM, HE 3aMEeTUJIA.

«Bot Tak BBIOOp!» — mymana ona. — U 3auem 31O OHa 371ech, 1o Kakomy mpaBy? Her, ecim
KHSTMHS MaparoBa HauMHaeT TacKaTh 32 COOOI0 BCEX CBOMX O€IHBIX POACTBEHHHMII M KPECTHHMIL —
TaK IyCTh YK U3BUHMUT. .. 51 ¥ e K ceOe nmpuramars He ctany!.. Hu 3a uro! Hu 3a uto! OHa coBcem
BBUKMBATh U3 yMa CTaJla, 9Ta TOJICTasi Aypa, U ee HaJo MpOyUYHTh... MeHs NomIepXkar u Apyrue — s
yBepeHa B 3TOM ..

Ho B TO e Bpems OHa ¢ J0cagoil BUjelNa, YTO BEJMKHIA KHS3b OYeHb JIIOE3HO Oecelyer co
CBOEH J1aMOM.

«O 4yeM OH MOXET rOBOpUTH ¢ Heto?! YeM oHa MOXKeT 3aHSATh ero? !» — pa3apaxkxuTeIbHO 1yMaeT
OHa, paccesiHHO OTBEYAasi Ha BOIIPOCH! CBOETO KaBajepa.

durypsl KOHTPIAHCA HAYMHAIOT CMEHATh OJJHA APYTYI0. BeMMKU KHSA3b, OUEBUIHO, HAXOIUB-
IIIMIACS B CAMOM BECeJIOM PacroioxKeHHH JIyxa, oOparaercs k Katpus ¢ mode3nsivu ppazamu. OHa
OXUBJISIETCS, TJIA3KU €e HAYMHAIOT CUsATh. BenukosenHble OpMIITUAHTH €€ CBEPKAIOT Ha rojioBe, Ha
mee ¥ Ha pykax. OHa JIETCKUM TOJIOCKOM HAHW3BIBAET OJIHO HA JIpyrve MOYTH HUYEro He 3Haya-
e ¢paHiy3ckue cinoBedkd. OHa Majio-noMaity MPOHUKAETCs CO3HAHUEM CBOEH KPacoTbl, CBOETO
Orecka — eil CTAaHOBUTCS BECEO. ..

TaHerr oOkOHUeH. 3ByKHM OpKecTpa 3aMOJIKJIM. B 3aje cHoBa HaumHaeTcs: GecrnopsijouHOe IBU-
KEHHe. ..

Benukwuii KHS3b OTXOWT OT CBOEH JIaMBbl M, BCTPeTACH ¢ TpacoM MuiopaoBuuem, 6epeT ero
TOJ1 PYKY Y HAMpaBJIseTCsl C HUM U3 3aJTbl.

— JloGe3nenmmii Muxann AHapeeBrd, — TOBOPUT OH MUJIopagoBudy, — s ceifuac BCIIOMHUIL
MHE HYKHO KO€ O YeM CIIPOCUTH Bac.

— Yto npukaxere, BaIle BHICOYECTBO?

— 3Haerte Jiu BbI, rpad, YTO MO TOPOLY XOIUT YyKacHasi KJieBeTa Ha Bac?

— KneBera Ha MeHA? — n3yMIIeHHO cipocul MuiopaioBuy.

—Ja, na v oueHs 371as1. Bbl 3HaeTe — 1 TeprieTh He Mory cruieteH. Ho 13 1o0BY 1 yBaXeHUs K BaM
JOJIKEH MpeaynpeauTh Bac U MPH STOM Y3HaTh, B UeM Jiesio. PacckasbIBaloT, UYTO B UMCIIEe PA3TMYHBIX
4yeJI00uTeH, C KOTOPBIMU K BaM 0OpalaloTcsi Kak K reHepasi-ry0epHaTopy, Ha TUX THSX Bbl Oy UM
KaKOK-TO B3JI0P. .. YTO-TO TAKOE. .. UTO «OecUeIOBEeUHbIe OJIaro/iestHUsI BAIllero CUSATEIbCTBA, TIPOJTH-
Thle Ha BceX, aku peka HeBa mpotekia ot Bocroka 1o 3anama. CuM TPOHYTHIN A0 TTyOUHBI TyIIN
MOe€H, BO3BUTHYII 51 B TpyOe CBOEH KePTBEHHUK, MPEJl KeM, CTOsI Ha KOJIEHSIX, COXUralo (puMuam M
Bormio: «Thl ecr, Muxau, criacu MeHsl ¢ IPUCHOCYIITHBIMU | » KOHEUHO, 1 MOTY OIIMOUTHLCS, MOKET
OBbITh, TAM U HE COBCEM TaK ObLIIO, HO BEIb MHE JAJIM SIKO OBl KONHMIO. .. M 9TO TaK IJIyIO U CMEIIHO,
YTO 1, IIPaBO, IIOYTU HAU3YCTh IIOMHIO. .. A NOANMCE: «AMiuk Epiios».

JIno MunopagoBrya BCIIBIXHYJIO.
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— Hukrto He Moxer ObITh M30aBJIEH, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, OT MOITYUYEHHUsI MOIOOHBIX TIIYIBIX U
Aep3KMX aHOHUMHBIX Oymar. $1 He Mory OoTBe4aTh 3a TO, YTO MPUCITAHO B MOIO KaHIEJISPHUIO.

— Ho Benp B TOM, mobGe3Henmmit rpad, yBepsiioT, YTO Ha STOW YeJIOOMTHOM BbI COOCTBEHHO-
Py4YHO Hanwcau: «VICIOMHUTh HeMeITIEHHO». 3J1asi KJIeBeTa MIMEHHO U 3aKJTI0YAeTCs] B STOM.

MwusopaioBuY 1odarpoBet erie CHIbHee.

— Moxert ObITb, s Ml TIOAIHICA [0 PACCETHHOCTH ! — BIIPYT TPOrOBOPUII OH. — J1a, 5TO BO3MOXHO!
Bnaronapio, Baiiie BHICOYECTBO, YTO Bbl COOOIIMIT MHE 00 3TOM, — YPOK XOPOIIHIA!..

— Ha, rpad, — 1JaCKOBO CMOTPsI Ha CBOETo COOECeTHIKA, CKA3aJl BEJIUKUI KHSI3b, — 51 CY€]I CBOUM
JOJTOM. .. U3 yBakeHHs K BaM... He OyapTe paccesHsl... paau Bora! $1 BoT Bac nmpenymnpexnaio, a
Be/lb JIpyrvie He CKaXyT HU CJIoBa U OyAyT MOTEHIaThcsl. A Bl HE TAKOW 4esloBEeK. Bbl He HOIKHBI
AaBaTh Haj COOOI0 MpaBa CMESATHCS JIOASM, KOTOPBIE HE CTOSIT BAalllero MU3MHIIA! ..

— bnarogapio Bac! bnarogapio Bac!.. — pactepsiHHO mienTaa MuiopaoBuy, cXUMasi IpOTAHY-
TYIO EMY PYKY BEJIMKOTO KHSI341.

Muxawn [TagnoBud oTomern.

W Bce Bupenu, Kak reHepai-ryOepHATOp, KPACHBIA M CMYIIEHHBIH, YTO-TO OOPMOTAJ IOA
cBoMMHU Ha(aOpeHHBIMH ycamu. [T0TOM OH BAPYT TSKEJIBIM BOSHHBIM IIIArOM TIOIIEN pa3bICKUBATh
XO035IMHA, W3BUHWIICS BHE3AlIHbIM HE3JJ0POBBEM U B CONPOBOXKICHUU aJbIOTaHTa yexasl. MHorue
M3YMJIEHHO CIIPAIMBAJIM APYT y APYyra, 4To TaKoe CIydmioch ¢ rpacgom. Karpun Obi1a onsaTs pasno-
cagoBaHa. OHa moTpedoBaia OT Myka OOBSICHEHUIA; HO TOT HUYETro He MOT OOBSICHUTD €.

— Jla TbI OBl Kak-HUOYAB yAEpKaJl €ro. .. KaK ke MOKHO ObUIO BHITYCTHTS. .. ThI IPOCTO € yMa
CXOJIUIIIb! — IpeHeOpeKUTEeTbHO TpollenTaia oHa Biaguvupy.

—Yro x s 3a anpl, 4TO JH, cTajk Obl ero yaepxkusath?! [Toiiem ydine K BETMKON KHATUHE,
a TO U OHa YeZeT. ..

Karpun nocrniemnmia UCTIONHUTD 3TOT COBET, OyITO 00sICh Kak Obl BAPYT, JEUCTBUTENIBHO, HE
yexaJia BelvKast KHSIruss. Eil qae HauMHaso Ka3arbes, YTO HET JIM OH YK, Y4ero J00poro, 3aroBopa
npotuB Hee, Karpun? He yuactByer iu B 3TOM 3aroBope 1 Musopanosuu? He noromy i yexan,
YTOOBI CHIEIATh €l HETIPUATHOCTH ?

— Karpun!! — Bapyr paznanoch Haj ee yXoM.

Ona B3MIsIHY/Ia — Tiepe]] Helo bopuc. .. Kakoi-To CTpaHHBIH, OJI€IHBIH, C TOPAIIMME ITIa3aMHu.

— Yero Te6e? V3BUHMU, OXATyICTa, MHE HeKoraa. .. s cremry!.. La grande duchesse. ..

— Opny cexynay, Karpun! — nporoBopui oH 3ajpixamoinmmcs ronocoM. — Kro sro... ta nama,
KOTOpasi TaHIeBaJIa MPOTUB TeOs C BeIMKUM KHsi3eM?.. B Gemom. ...

— Yto %k, U Thl, 4TO JH, TIeHUsICcs 3tor CanapunboHoi?! He crout, moii apyr! Une fille de
rien, sans nom, sans fortune... une parvenue!

— K10 oHa? — HactoiumBo noBTopsisi bopuc.

— Ax, Borke MO, — IpOTsIHYJIa OHA, TIO)KUMAas IJIedamu, — Kak ee. .. Jlam3una — uto m?! Kakas-
TO POACTBEHHMIIA KHATUHU MapaToBoi.

— Kak ee 30ByT — Hunoi?

Jlaxe 4To-TO cTpaIiHoe pa3risaena KarpuH B ero noosieqHeBIeM Julie.

— Ja, xaxercs, HuHa... OTBSIKUCH, MOX)aTyHCTa!

Ona ynopxnyna. OHa He BUJeNa, Kak OH BeCh B3[IPOTHYJI, KaK Jaxe MOKaYHyJIcs, OYATO CHIIb-
HBIA IEKTPUYECKUI TOK IPOHU3aIT ero. OH HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMI CTOsL1 HA OTHOM MECTe, He 3ame-
yasi OKpYy’KaBILIEro, He YCTyIas JOpory JamaM, KOTOpble C U3yMJIEHMEM Ha Hero B3MuisiapiBaiu. [Torom
OH BIPYT OYHYJICS, TPOBEJT PYKOIO TIO JIOY U CTPEMUTENILHO KUHYJICS Yepe3 3aily, PUCTATBHO BCMAT-
puBasch BO Bce cTopoHbl. Ho oH HUrne He Buen Ty, koro uckai. OH Beliiien u3 3ajibl. OH Ipoxoau
KOMHATy 32 KOMHATOM.

«Heyxemm yexana?! — ¢ MCIIyrom, IOYTH C OTYasTHUEM JyMaJ OH. — A 4To ecnu 51 omubes? Yto
ecau 310 He oHa?.. Ho Benp KaTpun ckazana, uto ee 30ByT Hunoil. Onsith ¥ 370, MOXET, CIIy4aiHo. . .
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Ha Benp 51 y3Hau ee!l.. D10 ee aza! B Helt MOIJIO Bce MUBMEHUTHCS, a IJ1a3a JOJKHBI ObUTA OCTaThCH. . .
U 310 ee, ee maza! TyT HeT oOMaHa. .. s1 MX 3HAIO... OHHU BCEr/a rnepeio MHOMW. .. ITO OHA. .. oHa!»

W o uckan ee, MOCHENIHO MPOXOAs U3 KOMHATHI B KOMHATY, OIISITh BO3BPAILASCH B 3aJTy, OCTa-
HaBJIMBAsICh, BITISIIBIBASC.

Io cuacTeio, Bce ObLIIM 3aHSATHI CBOMM JIEJIOM U Ha HEro Majio ooparaau BHUMaHus. .. Ho Bce
e TO TaM, TO 3/IECh €ro MPOBOXAIN HeJOyMeBaloIye B3rsibl. Ero, NedcTBUTENbHO, MOKHO OBLIO
MIPUHSATH 32 oMelaHHoro. Hukora erie B )KU3HY He MCTIBITHIBAJ OH TaKOTo BosTHEeHMs1. OH C yTpa Kak
OBl MPEeIyBCTBOBAJI, UTO B TOT JIEHb JOJKHO C HUM CIIYYUTBCS UTO-TO HeoObrdaiiHoe. OH 4yBCTBO-
BaJI KAKOE-TO OCOOEHHOE OeCIOKOMCTBO, MOCTENEHHO Bo3pacTaBiiee. OH He MOT HUYEM 3aHSIThCS U
TIOYTH BECh JIEHb ITPOBEJI B CBOMX KOMHaTax. OH pa30upast 1 BHIKJIAAbIBAI U3 MPUCIAHHBIX C TAMOXHH
SIIKOB BEIM ¥ KHUTH, OOBIThIE UM 3arpaHuiieid. Ho H1 Ha 4eM He MOT COCpeIOTOYUTh BHUMAHUS,
HE MOT' HU O YeM MOyMaTh — MBIC/I TOTYAC ke Pa3OMBaJIMCh, M BCE BCIOMUHAIMCH €My, BCE CBETH-
JIMCh TIepe]] HUM 3TU TEMHBIE 33 JyMUMBBIC I71a3a, KOTOPbIE IPE3UIIUCh €My YacTO B TEUEHHE BCEX JIET
ero I0HOCTH U KOTOpBIE TeTeph BIPYT OH YBUJIEN HasIBY.

«A 9TO eciM 3TO TONBKO MPU3PaK, €CII BCe 3TO MHE TOJBKO MOYYAUIOCh?! — OMSATh JTyMal
oH. — VI BAPYT 51 yBUKY 3Ty JIeBYLIKY B OesioM, 3Ty HuHy. .. 1 r1a3a ee OyayT He Te, M OHa OKakKeTCs
JPyTroI0, HE3HAKOMOW MHE, HEHYKHOM ?..»

«Her, 310 OHa... OHa!» — mepeduBaJl OH CBOM COMHEHHS.

Ceparie ero ycuiieHHO OWUJIOCh, OyX 3axBaThiBasio. OH OIATH B HAIIPACHBIX MOMCKAX MPOIIET
LEJIBIA Psill IPKO OCBEIEHHBIX KOMHAT, HAMOJTHEHHBIX HAPSITHOM TOMIOM. 311ech ObUIM PACCTaBIICHbI
JoMOepHbIe CTOJIbL, IIJTa KapTouHast urpa. OH MOBEpHYJ B HEOOJBINYIO TOCTUHYIO, YIOTHYIO U TTOJTY-
TEMHYIO CPABHUTEIBHO C COCEIHUMH KOMHATAMH.

Oro ObUIA MOOUMAast TOCTUHAS €r0 MaTepH, C STOM KOMHATOW OHA COEVMHSIIA JyqITHe BOCIO-
MUHaHHS CBOEH MOJIOOCTH; B 9TOM KOMHATe KOI/Ia-TO JaBHO-AABHO OHA CIYIIAJiA CTPACTHBIE TIPH-
3HAHUS CBOETO KEHUXa, Pa3y4eHHOTO Mepejl TeM C Helo Ha MHOTHE TOfIbl, CTyIIaia B TO BpeMsi, KakK
BBICOKMI MX APYT U MOKPOBUTENb, uMriepaTtop [laBes, ycTpouBIIuUii 3TO CBUIAHUE, MTOIKUIAT UX B
CMEKHOU OMOJTHOTEKE. . .

Bopuc ocraHoBuiics M 4yTh He BCKPUKHY/I. Ha MajleHbKOM TUBaHe B TIIyOWHE 3TON TOCTUHOM
OH yBHeN Oenyio purypy. UyBcTBO BOCTOpPra, Kakoro-To CBSIIIIEHHOTO TPETieTa OXBATUIIO €ro.

«3T0 OHA... oHa!!»

Ona nopHsna Ha Hero 1aza. OH He MOT yke COMHeBaThcsi Oomblie. CTpeMUTEIbHO KUHYJICS
OH K Heil.

— Huna, s y3Han Bac... 310 BbI?! — 3a/1bIXasICh, IPOTOBOPUJI OH.

Ona B311porHyJa, MoAHSIACH C JUBaHa, Brisaenack B bopuca, ciadbo BCKpHUKHY/IAa U CXBaTHIIACh
3a ronoBy pykamu. Ee Gneqnoe suiio nodneanesno emie 6osbiie. B mpekpacHbIX 11a3zax ee n300pasu-
JIOCh TIOYTH TO K€ CaMoe YyBCTBO, KaKoe BOJTHOBaJIO bopuca.

— Bopuc! — pactepsiHHO nponsHecna oHa. — Tak BOT YTO JOMKHO OBLIO CETOIHS CO MHOIO CITy-
ynthesi! BoT 3auem Bce 310 Obu0! [la, 51 3HaNa, U4TO YBHIKY Bac... sl kKJaJja Bac... B 9TOM KOMHAre. . .

Ona roBopmia Kak Bo cHe. OHa OeCCHIIbHO CKJIOHWJIACh Ha JIMBaH.

— Tax BBl 3Ha/K, 4TO MEHs BcTpeTuTe? Tak Bbl XOTENIM MEHs BUIETh?!

— 5l HMYero He MOHMMAIO! — BCE TaK ke PACTEPsHHO CKazaja oHa. — S 10 cux Mop He 3Hal,
KTO BBI... ] TOJIbKO YyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO JOJIKHA MPOM3OMTH Hallla BCTpeya MIMEHHO CEerOfHs, YTO TaK
CykJieHo... Ho 3aueMm. .. moyeMy HaM HY’KHO BCTPETUTHCSI CHOBA B )KU3HH — 5 3TOTO He 3Hamo. .. Kto
*e BbI?!

—4?!. Jla Beapb 51 BUXKY BaC B MOEM POJIHOM JIOME. .. B JIOME MOMX pOAAUTENIEH. .. S TOJIbKO Buepa
BEPHYJICS] U3 IBYXJIETHETO MyTEIIECTBHUS. . .

Wzymnenue, TpeBora n3o0pasuimck Ha uiie HuHbl. A OH mponomkat:

— Tax, 3HauMT, BBI He 3a0bUTM MeHs? Bbl MOIIIM MeHs1 y3HaTh? 3HAUYNT, KOTAa-HUOYAb BB 000
MHe aymaiu?
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— Koneuno... u s BCEraa 3Hajia, YTO MbI €IIC BCTPETUMCS B JKU3HU. I[a, 4acTo... 4aCTo 4 0 BacC
AyMaJia... M KaK K€ MOIJIO OBITh MHAYE. ..

— CKOJIbKO MHE HYKHO y3HaTh OT Bac!.. — mepedwu ee Bopuc. — Ckonbko BorpocoB!.. C yero
Hayarth — HEe 3HAIO.
— W He HaumHaiiTe... — cnab0 yAbIOHYBIIUCH, CKa3ala OHA, — Tereph He BpeMs... Beab Mbl

HAILUTA APYT Apyra — roka JOBOJIBHO 3TOTO. ..

— Mmu1 Oyznem Bunetsesi? Beap 1a?! — cipocui OH HEBOJIBHO, OyaTO 00SICh CHOBA TIOTEPSATH €€,
OynTo 00sICh, UTO OHA, TIOSIBUBILKCH MEPe/l HUIM KaK BUJICHUE, KaK BUICHUE W UCUE3HET.

— Koneuno! IMoitnemTe. .. BB BUIUTE — MBI 3]IECh OJJHH. .. 2 Mbl Be/Ib B CBETE... 51 Bac MpOBOXKY
K MOE# TeTKe ¥ 3aBTpa Oyay ’KAaTh Bac... 3aBTpa Mbl IOTOBOPUM O€3 BCAKHUX CTECHEHHH.

Omna oneprach Ha €ro pyky, 1 OHM MOIUIA Yepe3 CBEpKAIOIIUK sl KOMHAT, TyJa, OTKYJa BCe
CJIBIIIIHEE U CIIBIIIHEE TIOHOCUIIUCH 3BYKU MY3bIKH, IJI€ UePe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUI BECEJIO JIMKYIO-
11as TOJMa OKPYKWJa UX Y NOMJIOTUIIA.
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VI. B MockBe

Ho ny1st TOro, 4TOOB IOHATH 3Ty CTPAHHYIO BCTPEUY M 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBIN Pa3roBOp, HEOOXO-
MO BEPHYThCSI HA MHOTO JIET Ha3aJl, K 3HaMeHaTeJIbHOM 3M0Xe IBEHAAIATOro roja.

Bonesns Braguvupa 3actaBuina ['opOaToBBIX B aBrycTe JABEHAJIATOrO rojia MepeBe3TH Majlb-
YHMKa, KOTOPOMY HHUCKOJIBKO He TIOMOIJIM TaMOOBCKUe JIOKTOpa, u3 ['opdartoBckoro B Mocksy. Cep-
reii BopucoBny u TatbsiHa BiagumupoBHa, KUBIIKE Terlepb MOYTH UCKTIOUUTEIBHO JIIS JeTel, HU
0 YeM He MOIJIM JAyMaTh, KaK TOJBKO O OOJIE3HM CBOEro ChIHA, TeM OoJiee UTO 3TO ObLIa KakKas-ToO
HETOHSATHAsI, CTpaHHas1 00JIe3Hb. MaJIbuMK HECKOJIBKO pa3 Oy[ATO COBCEM BBI3ZOPABIMBAJ, BCTABAJI C
TIOCTEJTH, Y HETO SIBJISUICS amleTUT, CIOKOWHBINA coH. U Bapyr, 6e3 BCSIKON BUIMMOM MPUYKHEL, O3
BCSIKOH MOTPENTHOCTH B JIMETE, 32 KOTOPOIO CJIEIWIA cCaMa MaTh, OH HAUMHAJT 9yBCTBOBAThH OOJIBIITYIO
c1aboCTh, BAUJICS C HOT. 3aTeM HaYMHAJICS CHJIBHBIN JKap, Opej — Bce MPU3HAKK TOpsTIKU. Tak mpo-
JOJIKAJIOCh C HEAENI0, IOTOM HAuMHAJIOCh BUIMMOE BBI3JOPOBJIEHHUE, 32 KOTOPBIM CJIEJOBAJIM €IlIe
YCHUJICHHBIE TIPUMATKU OOJIC3HM.

Heo6xonumo ObIJIO CO3BaTh KOHCUIMYM HM3BECTHEUIIHX JIOKTOPOB — podeccopoB MOCKOB-
ckoro yHuBepcutera. HeoOxomumo ObIJIO 1aTh BO3MOXHOCTh CJICAMTH 32 XOIOM OOJIe3HU. 3HAYMT,
Haj10 exath B MockBy. Bpemena yxacHbie! HarosieoH co cBoel pa3HOIIJIEeMEHHOW apMUei B Ipejiesiax
Poccun. On uner k Mockse. Eil MOXeT rpo3uTh OMacHOCTh HEMPUSATENILCKOro BTopkeHusi. Ho passe
Mbiciumo 310? Pazee 3to nomycrar?! Her, 310 ObITh He MOXeT. [la 1, HAKOHEI], O YeM XKe JIyMaTb,
3a4eM raiath 00 OMACHOCTSIX, KOTOphIe ¢ Bokbel TOMOIIBI0 MOT'YT MUHOBaTh. JIesio B TOM, 4TO HaJI0
exatb B MockBy paau Biagumupa.

U T'opGaroBbl moexayum Bcell CeMbEIO: C IByMsI CHIHOBbSIMH, UX BOocIMTaTeieM TOMCOHOM, Kap-
koM Mowuceem CtenaHoBUYeM M HeM30€KHBIM, BCErla COMTPOBOXK/IABIINAM UX INTATOM MPUCITYTH.
OHU OCTaHOBUJIMCH B CBOEM MPEKPacHOM JIoMe Ha bacMaHHO# ynuiie, B JoMe, K KOTOPOMY TTPUMBbI-
KaJI CTApUHHBIN, HECKOJILKO 3aIyIieHHbIn cal. W, Takum obpazom, OonpHOMY Bragumupy u 3m0po-
Bomy Boprcy nana Obia BO3MOKHOCTB ITOJIb30BAThCS XOTS M HE JIEPEBEHCKUM, HO BCE K€ YMCThIM
BO3/YXOM.

MockoBckHe JIOKTOpa, HEMeUIEHHO MPU3BaHHbIC I KOHCUJIMYyMa, OCMOTpeId OOJBHOTO
MaJIbYMKa U HAYaJTU TTOJBEPraTh €ro BCSIKOTO poja JICUYSHUIO.

B nepBoe BpeMsi, HeCMOTpsl Ha 3TU, JOBOJIbHO CTPAHHbIE MHOW pa3, «HAy4YHbIE» IKCIIEPUMEHTHI,
30poBbe Bramumupa kak OyaTo CTaio mompaBisthes. [Ipunagku He BO30OHOBISUIMCH. Mabunk
OBLTT TOJIBKO OYeHb CJ1a0.

Mesxay Tem nosioxkeHre MOCKBBI CTAHOBUJIOCH onacHBIM. KyTy30B, BO I1aBe pyCcCKOTO BOWMCKA,
CTOSUI TIepe]l Helo, TOTOBSCH JIaTh HACTYIIABIIIEMY HETIPUATENIO OOJIBIIIOE CPaKeHUe.

MockoBcKHii reHepas-ryoepHatop, rpad Pocromuun, crapsiit npusitens Ceprest Boprucosuua,
BCSUECKU OO0OMPST JKUTENEH, pacKJIenBal 1o Topoay cBoM 3HaMeHuThie acduriku. Ho, HecMoTpst Ha
9TO, MAHWYECKUN CTpax Havyasl Hamajath Ha *kuTesieid. MOCKBa ¢ KaxIbpIM JHEM mycrtena. Bee, KTo
TOJILKO MOT BBIOpAThCs U3 Hee, Buioupaics. [1o SpociaBckoit v Ipyrum Toporam, poe3/1 1Mo KOTOPbIM
MOXHO OBIJIO CUMTATh OE30MACHBIM, TAHYJUCh HECKOHUaeMble 0003bl. Kakablid, ye3xkas, yBO3WI C
co6o10 Bce, yTo Mor. CTapble JoMa MOCKOBCKMX Oap 3aKOJAQUMBAIMCH, B MHBIX OCTABAJIACH TOJIBKO
HeoOXoaumas MpUCyra JIisl oOeperaHusi roCroacKoro qoopa.

Cepreii BoprcoBrd exeJHeBHO BHEJCS ¢ POCTOMUMHBIM U TIPOCKT €r0 He CKPhIBaTh OT HErO
JeWCTBUTEIHHOTO TIOJIOKEHHMS.

— KoneuHo, Bam He BpeMmsl Teriepb KUTb 3/1eCh, T00e3HbIH Ipyr! — roBopui PocromunH. — A
Obl COBETOBAJl BaM yeXaTh — OCTOPOKHOCTh HUKOTJAa He Memmaer. Eciu ke JOKTopa HaxodsT, YTo
Balll CBIH He MOXeT OOOUTHChH Oe3 UX MOCTOSTHHOTO HAOJIOIEHU S, ¥ €CJTH €r0 OMAacHO B TereperHeM
TIOJIOKEHUU TIePEBO3UTh, TOTA, KOHEYHO, JeJIaTh Hevero!
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— Ho neyxenu Bbl nonaraere, yro MockBa Oynet B3sata?! Benp 910 utO *%e Takoe — MockBa B
pykax HenpusTensi! 1o noaHoe nopaxeHue! ITo HeCMbIBaeMBbIi I030p U rorudess A Poccun!

— MockBa MOXeT ObITh B31Ta, — OTBeYa POCTOITYMH, — HO ¥ B TAKOM CJTydae Mo30p ¥ Noruoenn
OymyT eime o4yeHb janeko. Bee eno B ToM, kKak oHa OymeT B3dATta. [la m BooOIe, 3apaHee pa3se B
TaKUX OOCTOATEILCTBAX MOKHO UTO-TMOO MpeaBuaeTh. Most 0053aHHOCTh TIO/IEPKUBATh B MOCKBH-
yax O0IpOCTh IyXa U caMOMy He najath AyxoM. KyTy30B Toxke He HaMepeH oT4auBarhbcs. MHaue uto
ke ObI 9TO Takoe ObLI0?!

Mexay TeM AeHb MPOXOIUII 32 JHEM, He IPUHOCS HUYEro yTemmuTenbHoro. [lanrka B ropone
yBEJIMYMBAJIACh, TOpO Imyctes Oosnbiie 1 6obine. C 3aMUpaHueM JyXa MOCKBUYY OKHUIAIN PE3YITb-
TaToOB OOJIBIIOrO CPAKEHHUS.

W Bot cpakenue gaHo 27 aBrycra — Benukasi bopoauHckas 6utsa! Ho 4uto ke 310 — nopake-
Hue um nodena?! Kaxmas cropona mpunuceiBaet cede moodeay. YpoH ¢ 00erx CTOPOH rPOMaTHBIH.
HanpsikeHre ¢ 06enx CTOpOH CTpaiiHoe, reporcTBo HeObiBasioe. Kto ke modemun?

Pycckue Boicka BblIepKaiu ¥ OTOWIM TIOUTH Ha BCEeX MyHKTAaX HATHCK (hPaHITy3CKOM apMHUH,
M3MYYEHHOH, XOpOIIIO MOHUMABIIIEH, YTO Tereph HAI0 WA YMEPETh, UM MOOEAUTh, XOPOIIIO IMOHU-
MaBlIIIeld, 4TO HaJI0 BOUTH B MOCKBY, IOTOMY UYTO TOJIbKO B MOCKBE criaceHue OT Mo30pa U ToJof-
HOHM CMepTH, TOJIbKO B MOCKBE OT/IBIX MOC/IE HEMOCTHKUMBIX TPYJHOCTEW OacHOCIOBHOIO TMOXOMA.
Pycckue Boiicka OTOMIN HEMPHUATENLCKUIA HATUCK, YCTOSJIHM; HO B TO K€ BPEMsI, BMECTO TOTO UTOOBI
HAKMHYThCS Ha HEMpHsATeNs, oTcTynuin. HecreniHo, B mopsijike, HO BCe K€ OTCTYITHJIH.

dpaHIy3cKHe BOWCKA, PU BUJIE ITOTO OTCTYIUICHHS, HE CTaJIM MPECeloBaTh HeTpUsTeNs, a,
paccTpoeHHbIe, BKOHEIl U3MYYeHHbIEe 1 00eCCHIICHHBIE, CTIOKOMHO 3aHs MoOXkKaicK.

BopoauHckasi 6uTBa, MO-BUAMMOMY, OKa3blBaJlach HEpeUIMTeNbHON OMTBOM. PpaHiry3ckas
apmus odeccuiena, ¥ el HEOTKyAa X IaTh TOMOIH. Pycckast apMusi ormycToleHa 0KeCTOUYeHHON OUT-
BOI1; HO OHA B MOPS/IKE, U 3aT€M K HEell MOT'YT IPUMKHYTh HOBBIE CHJIBI.

Kyty30B He MmoxeT otnath MockBy 6e3 6os. HoBasi OuTBa nomkHa pa3pa3uThes MO CTEHAMU
Mocksbl. A Mex 1y TeM KyTy30B co cBOMM BOICKOM BXOAUT B MOCKBY, MpoXoauT uepe3 Hee. MockBa
OTKpbITa [yIs (ppaHily3cKux nomunil. MOCKBa OTAaHa HeMpUSATESIO. . .

Pocrormuun usBectun Ceprest bopucoBrua 00 3TOM, COBETys eMy HEMeIJIEHHO, €CJIM eCTh
TOJIBKO KaKasi-HUOYJb BOBMOXKHOCTb, ye3KaTh n3 ropofa. [lo-Buaumomy, HIYEro Apyroro He ocra-
BAJIOCh JIeJIaTh, KaK OeXaTh BCJIE/ 32 OCTAJBHBIMU, TeM OoJiee YTO U 3HAMEHUTHIe BPadH, JICUMBIIUC
Brnangumupa, ynanuimick, octaBuB cBoero narpeHTta. Cepreit bopucoBud yxe Havyas qeaTh pacropsi-
’KEHUsI OTHOCHUTEJIBHO Tiepee3/ia B OIHO U3 TIOJMOCKOBHBIX CBOMX MMeHHI. Yac, [Ba — ¥ OHU yeayT.

Ho Bot Taresina BnagumupoBHa, pactepsinHasi, 6J1eiHasi Kak OJIOTHO, BXOAUT B KAOMHET MyKa.
OH B3IJIsIHYJ HA Hee U Y)KaCHYJICS BHIPKEHHIO ee JIUIIA.

— Mgl He MoxeMm exaTb, y Bragumupa cuiipHenmui npunagok! B3misHu, oH Bech B kapy...
oH Opeaut... Urto Tenepsp aenatb?!

Cepreii BoprcoBid oTnpaBuiIcs B KOMHATY ChIHA U Cpa3y ke yOequICs, YTO B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM
MaJIbuMKa MePEeBO3UTh HET HUKAKOW BO3MOKHOCTH.

— Vesxait ¢ bopucom! — mennyna Taresina BraaumupoBHa.

MyX TOJbKO MOJTYA ¥ YKOPU3HEHHO B3IJISIHYJI HA Hee.

— Hy uro 3xe, Mbl OcTaHEeMCsl, — POrOBOPHJT OH Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUIL. — bor musocTus!
He cvenar xe Hac xuBpIMu!

MpauHslii, ¢ OIyILIEHHOW TOJIOBOM BBIIIEN OH U3 KOMHATHl. TaThsiHa BragumupoBHa ocranach y
KpPOBAaTH ChIHA, OITYCTHJIACh Ha KOJICHU U CTaJIa TOPSTI0 MOJIUTHCS. B yIrily KOMHATBI TUXO BCXJIUTIBIBAT
KapJuK.

«Yro ke Tenepb Oyaer? — ¢ oTYastHbeM JiyMaJl OH. — Beib OHM 3BepH, TU (PpaHILy3Hl. .. 3HAIO 5
uX... BOT y& B MBICJISIX He ObIBAJIO JIOKHUTH J0 TAKOTO TOa. .. Bpar, HeXxpucTh noranslii, B Mockse,
Ha/Ipyraercs HaJl CBSITBIHEM. . .»
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Ho oH cnepxan B cebe oT4asiHUEe M TOTYAC K€ PEHINICs, HUKOMY He JTOBEpsisi, OTIPABUTHCS
Ha pa3BenKy. C 3TOM MHHYTHI OH 4acTO YXOOUJI U3 JOMY, YXOOMJI Ha HECKOJIBKO YacOB U MPUHOCHI
caMble BEpPHBIE U3BECTHUSI O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS B TOPOJIE.

Tenepsb crapast pycckasi CTOIMIA OKOHYATENILHO MyCTa, MMeeT BHJ BhIMepiIero ropona. Ilouru
BCE JIOMa TITyXO-HarTyX0 3aKOJIOYEHBl; Mara3uHbl M JIJaBKM 3a0MThl. Ha ynuiax Tojpko u3peika BeTpe-
YaloTcsi poOKO Kpagymuecst (pUrypebl, 1o Oosbliei YacT OeHOro peMecIeHHOro JToaa. ToNbKo 13
MHBIX Ka0aKOB CIIBIIATCS, B OCOOEHHOCTH K Bedepy, AUKHE KPUKU: 3TO TyasioT ¢abpuynsie. OHU
pa30MBalOT OOYKM C BUHOM, HAIMMBAIOTCS JI0 Oy PEHH S, BBIBOJIAKMBAIOT OOYKM Ha yiuily. BuHo Teuer
1o KamHsIM. HekoTtopsle, yke COBCeM MbsiHBIE, JaXke MPUMaAaloT K MOCTOBOM U JIMXKYT KaMHU. A
MIOTOM 3Ta TUKasi TOJIIA BCIO HOYb C OTBPATUTEIbHBIM KPUKOM OPOJIUT, I1ATasICh, TIO TOPOLY, HApyIIast
MYCTHIHHYIO THIIHMHY €ro.

[Noropma crout sichas u teruasi. Hactynaer 2 ceHtss0psi. HanoneoH BXoguT B ropoji, OKpYKeH-
HBIl CBOMM M3MYYEHHBIM BOMCKOM, KOTOpOe 3a0BIBAET BCAKYIO JUCIUIUIMHY, KOTOPOE JIUKYET, 3apa-
Hee Tpe/IBKyIIasi Bce 3eMHble OJ1ara, CorpsiKeHHbIE ¢ 00/1aJaHueM OrPOMHBIM OOTaThiM FOPOIOM.

HanoneoHn, ycraBumili 1 npocTykeHHbI, CO3HABABLIMIA CBOE KpailHe 3aTpyAHUTEIBHOE MOJIO-
JkKeHHe, CHoBa BocTpsiHyI qyxoM. OH nodeautens! OH B cepatie Poccun! 3neck emy gaHa Oyaert Bo3-
MOXHOCTb COOpPAThCs C CUJIaMH, TPEIHUCcaTh Kakue eMy OyIeT yroqHO MUPHBIE YCIOBUSI PYCCKOMY
napio. OTciozia, U3 TUX BEKOBBIX, 3HAMEHUTHIX CTEH, OH CHOBA MOKaxeTtcsi EBporie B opeose HeMepK-
HyIIel cliaBbl BceMupHoro nmoodeautesiss. Ho ero meutsl, ero Hajiexk sl cpa3y pasouBaoTcs. [Tooenu-
TeJIsl HUKTO He BcTpedyaeT. OH BCTymaeT B IyCTOW, OCTABJIEHHBIN KUTEISIMUA TOPOI. A Yepe3 AeHb
yXe CITUT B KPEMJIEBCKOM JJBOPIIE, TIPH OCBELIEHUH MTOKAPOB, CO BCEX CTOPOH OXBATHIBAIOIINX FOPO/,
BCIBIXMBAIOIIMX TO TaM, TO 3[1€Ch, TPO3SIINX, HAKOHEIl, ero 6e3onacHocT. C MPOKISTUAMH, B OTYa-
SIHUY, TIOHSIBILIMIA, HAKOHEIl, CBOE TIOJIOKEHUE U TIPE/IBU/ISI CBOIO Cyab0y, OH Bhle3kaeT u3 Kpemus,
MpoOUPasCh N0 MBLIAIOIIMM YJIHULIAM, U iocensieTcs B [leTpoBckoM aABopiie.

MockBa ropur, Kak cBeda. PpaHIry3cKue cosIaThl, KOTOPbIM CHavaIa ObLJIO TPUKA3aHo He rpa-
OUTb TOPOJ ¥ HE TPOraTh JKUTEJNeH, Terleph yKe OKOHYATEIbHO 3a0bUTH BCSAKYIO AUCHUILIMHY. [la u
HUKTO JJa’ke He XOUYeT UM MPHKa3bIBaTh, UX HAYAILHUKH CAMU 00€3yMeu.

I'palb. .. KTH... HEUCTOBCTBY! .

W Bce, uTo erie ocTaock HesbIM, TpeaeTcs pasrpadienuio. BenvkonenHsie joma pycckux 6ap
MIPE/ICTABIISIOT U3 ceOsl OMyCTOIIEHHBIE, KaJTKUE Pa3BaJIMHBI.

Ho HeBpeaum erie moka, 1o cyacteio, 1oM ['opdaTtoBeix Ha bacMaHHOM, XOTS1 BOKPYT HEro yxe
cropesnu MHOrue npekpacHsie 3aanus. Jlom ['opOaToBbIX HaxoAWTCs B IIyOMHE OOJBILIOTO BOpA,
0OHEeCEeHHOTo YyTyHHOW Orpajiod Ha BHICOKOM KaMeHHOM (pyHIameHte. [lasee 3a JOMOM M BOKPYT
HEro uieT oOMMpHBIA call. Takoe rnonoxkeHne n30aBIIsieT ero OT ONACHOCTH.

Cepreit boprcoBuY, MOMBIILISAS TOIBKO O CBOEM OOJIBHOM, TIOUTH YMHPAIOIIEM ChIHE, O CIia-
CEHUM CeMbH, TOOWJICS CBUIaHUsI ¢ MIOpaToOM U, BBICTABHB CBOE MEYAILHOE CEMEWHOE TOJIOKEeHHUE,
CyMeJ BBITOBOPUTH ceOe Oe30omacHoCTb. OH MpeioCcTaBuil MOJOBUHY CBOETO JIOMa B pacropsiKeHHe
(ppaniry3cKOro resepana U HecKolbKUX oduuepoB. OH HE IAAUT HAYETO, OH MO-IAPCKU YIrolaeTr
CBOMX T'OCTEl, BCUECKH MX 3aJapUBaeT, M 3a 3TO ycTaBlIMe (hpaHIly3bl AEHCTBUTEIBHO OXPAHSIOT
€ro OT CBOMX COOTEYECTBEHHHKOB.

Brnagumupy To xyxke, To ydre. OH Ha MOMEUYEHUH OHOTO TOJIBKO JIOMAIITHETo Bpaya-HeMIa,
KOTOpBIN, O3 PYKOBOACTBA pa30ekaBIIMXCSl 3HAMEHUTOCTEH, He 3HaeT, YTO U JesaTh, a MOTOMY
HU4ero He aenaet. Ho Tak oHO Jydrie — mpupoaa caMa BHIITyTaeTcst U3 Oefibl. . .

Bce a1u crpamibie 1au Bopuc Haxoauscs, eCTeCTBEHHO, B HEKOTOPOM 3a0poce, Ha HEro MaJio
oOparayii BHUMaHHs. A MeXy TeM /sl Hero ObUIo 0YeHb BaxkHoe BpeMs. EMy ObUIO OKOJIO MsATHA-
ALIATH JIET, ¥ OH CUMTAII Ce0sl B3POCIIBIM YEIOBEKOM.

OH oueHb mo6M1 Opata, OT Bcero cepana xasesn ero. OH He MOT paBHOIYIITHO BUAETH rope OTIa
u Matepu. Ho Bce ke I1aBHBII ero MHTepec, ITTaBHbIA CMBICT €r0 TeNlepenTHel KU3HU ObLT BHE CEMBbH.
Bcs gyma ero kunesa ot coBepiIaBIIMXCs TPO3HBIX coObITHIA. Korga onu npuexanu B MockBy, Koraa
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CTaJIM KPYTOM HETO CJIBIIIATHCS Pa3srOBOPHI O MPUOIMKEHUN HENPUSTENISl, O MIPUTOTOBIISIOIIEHCS 32
Moskaiickom OMTBE, OH BeCh JpoXkal, I1a3a ero ropenu. OH NpuIlen Kak-To K OTIy U CTaJl yMOJISTh
ero pa3pelmTh eMy BCTYIIUTh B BOGHHYIO CITy:KOy ¥ ITPUCOeTMHUTHCS K BOMCKY KyTy3oBa.

— MeHs npuMyT, — YMOJSIOIIMM T'OJIOCOM TOBOPWJI OH, — $I 3HAI0 HABEPHOE, YTO MPUMYT. 1
CHJICH, 51 YMEIO IpaThCsl, s1 MOTy ObITh congatoM. Bepb BOT ke Banio ['onuiibiHa MPUHSIIN, 2 OH HAXE
MEHS POCTOM.

— OH Ha aBa roja 1ebs crapiie, — oTBevan orei. — M conuatom Tebe ObITh paHoO. A TJIaBHOE,
4TOo TeOs He MPUMYT — cripocH rpada Penopa BacribeBrua, OH Tebe CKakeT 3TO.

— Ho MHe HeBBIHOCMMO CHZETb, CJIOKA PYKH, KOraa Bpar B npeaenax Poccun, npubnmxkaercs
K Hauiei qpeBHeil MocKBe, Kor/a JIbeTcsl pyccKasi KpoBb! — BOCTOPXKEHHO, B HEPBHOM BO30YXKICHUM
JokasbiBai bopuc.

— 51 oueHb XOpOI1I0 MOHMMAIO TBOU YyBCTBA, — cKka3al Cepreit bopucoBuy, — HO TPOTUB HEBO3-
MOHOCTM HUYEro Hesb3sl cAesarh. [loBepb, 3Ta BenMkas BOoWHA He 3aBTpa KoHuMTcs. Eciu Thl
XOUelllb HEITPEMEHHO JIpaThCs, TO B CBOE BPEMs €1IE€ OUEHb YCIEEIIb.

— He ynepxusaiite mensi! He ynepxkuBaiite pagu bora! — co cie3amu Ha riia3ax HMOBTOPSLI
Bopuc.

«Yero noGporo oH yoexur, moxanyii!» — nogyman Cepreit Bopucosuu.

— Iocnmymaii! — ckazan oH. — EcTb ele 0iHO 00CTOSATENBCTBO, O KOTOPOM Thl, KQKETCsI, COBCEM
He Jaymaelb. Thl MOHMMAaeIb Be/b MOJOKXEHUEe TBOEro Opara, B HEM HET HUYEro yTEeIIMTEIbHOrO,
U y HAaC OCTaJIOCh MaJjlo HAJeXK/bl Ha €rO BBI3IOPOBJIEHUE — HE CETO/IHS 3aBTPa OH MOXET YMEpETb.
[Tonymaii xe o marepu! Eciu eil cykIeHO JIMIUTBCA OAHOTO ChIHA... YTO XK... Thl, BEPHO, XOUEllb
TMIO/IBEPrHYTh €€ ONMACHOCTU JIMIIUThCA U Apyroro! IMogymaiil — ecm TH yiizeib, eciii ¢ TOOOH 4To-
HUOY/b CITyYHUTCS, & BeJJb Thl OYEHb M OUYEHb JIETKO MOXKEIIb OBITh PAHEH WM yOUT — uTO C Helt Oynet?!
Omna He nepekuBeT 3Toro... Heyxenu Tel Xouel ymoputs Hac?!

Bopuc B3aporuys, omycTui rojioBy, IpocTosyl HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMI HEMOABUKHO U MTOTOM
BIPYT C ITyOOKMM B3[I0XOM U YIABIIAM TOJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Jla, KOHEYHO, BBI MPaBbI, OATIONIKA, 1 JOJDKEH OCTAThCS. .. 51 IOHUMAIO 3TO. . .

Oren; kpenko ero oOHsUT M monesoBal. Ho Bce-Taku B 3TOT ke JeHb OH MOPYYMJI TyBep-
Hepy-aHIJIMYaHUHY CJIeAUTh 32 bopricoM, 4TOObl OH HUKAK He BBIXOIWJI O/IUH U3 JIOMY.

Bopuc nckpeHHe OTKas3ajcs OT CBOEro HaMepeHHsl; HO TOJIOKeHUe ObUIO ISl Hero KpaiHe
MyuuTeabHO. OH Ka/lHO JIOBUJI Bce HOBOCTU. Kora crienanock oueBuaHbIM, yTo MOCKBa IpeiocTaB-
JIeHa HeTIPUATENTI0, OH 3a0paJicsi B TYCTYIO aJljIelo cajia ¥ TOpbKO TaM 1uiakai. Tenepp, korna Mocksa
ropena, Korjaa B JIoMe CTOsUTH (ppaHily3bl, OH BECh AeHb OpPOAMII B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN, HEPBHBIH, C TOPSI-
IIMMH [JIa3aMU, KO BCEMY MpUCTyIIMBaJICs. B HeM Kunena HEeHaBUCTh K BparaM, B HEM IOIHUMAaJIach
HEHACBITHAs XKaX1a MECTH, KAaKOro-HUOY/Ib TIOIBUTa, ¥ OH HE MOT' yXe BJIaJeTh COOO0I0.

«Ecnu Henb3s cpaxkarbces, — IyMas OH, — €CJIU HeJb3s1 TPYAbIO 3allMIIaTh CBOE OTEYECTBO, TaK
BCE K€ U3 3TOr0 HE CJIEIyeT, YTO HYKHO CUJIETh ClIoXka pyKu. YUto nenaercs B ropoae? 31eck, 32 STUMU
CTeHaMH, HU4Yero He 3Haelb. Beap He Bcst xke Mocksa mycra?! Bee ke TOBOJIBHO OCTaJIoCh HAPOMY.
Henpusitenu rpadsar! Henpusitenu mpon3BoasAT BCEBO3MOKHbIE KECTOKOCTH... HaBepHO, pycckux
yOMBaIOT, My4aloT, MBITAIOT. .. HaBepHOe, MOXHO CIacTé KOro-HUOydb. .. S He Mory Oosblie, s 10J-
JKeH BBIUTU U3 JIOMY... 5 JIOJDKeH BHIETh CBOMMHU IJIa3aMH Bce, 4To jenaercs. Moxer ObiTh, Bor
MOMOKET MHE Ha 4TO-HUOY/b MpUroauThes. Bon Buepa CtenaHbIu paccKa3biBasl, YTO caM BUJIEN, KaK
Ha yJIMLE JIeXkKaJIo HECKOJIBKO TPYIOB pyccKUX Jiozieil. OH pacckaspiBall, UTO (PpaHIy3bl YHECIU KyJa-
TO CBSI3aHHYIO IO PyKaM U MO HOTraM KeHIIVHY...»

Bne3sarHoe pertieHre co3perno B rojioBe ero. OH MpOCHYJICS paHO yTPOM, YOeIUIICs, UTo ryBep-
Hep CIUT, TUXOHBKO OfIeJICS ¥ TIPOKpAJICs K JBEPH, BHIXOQMBIIEH Ha OajkoH. [IBepb Oblia 3arepra
Ha KJII0Y, HO KJII0Y He BBIHYT U3 3aMKa. OH MpUCIyIIAICs — BCE KPYTOM THXO... 3aMOK ILIEJIKHYI —
OH Ha OaJIKOHE.
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OrnsgpIBasich BO BCE CTOPOHBI, OH BBIOEXKAN B CaJl, OTIEpP KAIUTKY, Yyepe3 KOTOPYI MOXKHO
ObLIIO BOWTH BO JIBOP, M 3HAKOMBIMU €My 3aKOYJKaMHU IycTWiIcsl Oexarh K Boporam. Ho Bopota
3amnepTsl, Bo3Jie HUX B Oyzke Apemiiet cropox MBan. OrpomHas riernHas codaka cHavaia riryXxo 3aBop-
yasa, a motom OemeHo 3ajasiia. CTOpoX MPOCHYICS.

— Kro tyr? Yro Hano?

— 310 1, UBan, s, He y3Ha?

Ho WBan y3Hain.

— Yro npukaxere, cygaps, bopuc Ceprenu?

— OTBOpPU MHE KaJIMTKY CKOpee.

— Kyna 370 BBI, OaTionika OaprH, B paHb TaKyio?

— HyxHo, Hy)xHo... Ceituac BepHych... He 3anepxuBaii!

Croposx VBaH cripocoHbsI HE MOT el1ie IPUIATH B ce0sl, He MOT COOOPa3HTh, CJACAYET JIU BBIITYC-
KaTh OapyoHKa UM HeT. Ho HacueT 3Toro HMKakoro rnpukasa aaHo He O6put0. A Bopuc Toponut:

— OtBopsiit! OTBOpsIit ckopee!

OH OTBOPHJT KAIUTKY Y BBITYCTHUIL.

Bopuc kunysncs 6exars. JloOexalt 10 LEpKBHU, IIOBEPHYJICS 32 YTOJ U OCTAHOBHJICS, TIEPEBOJIS
IbIXaHe.

ToJbKO YTO B30IIIIO COJHIIE, HO €ro ellle He ObUIo BUAHO. TyMaH cTosi1 KpyroMm. CHIIBHO MaxJio
rapbio. Co BCcex CTOpPOH MOTHUMAJICS JIBIM, CO BCEX CTOPOH BCTABAJIM MIOTYXABIIIME Pa3BIMHBI 30AHUI.

Bopuc omynian B cBoeM KapMaHe MaJIeHbKHIA, B3ATHIA UM C COOOI0 TIMCTOJIET U CTIEIIHBIM IIaroM
HarpaBwics K MSCHULIKOM.
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VII. I'epoii

[Toxap MockBbl pa3BuBajcs M yBEIMUUBAICA, MEXy MPOYMM, U niorogoi. Heckonbko nHei
MY SICHOM, TTOUTH 0e3001a4HOM HeOe U IOBOJIBHO BBICOKOM TeMIlepaType 1yl CHIIbHBIN Betep. [lepe-
BsIHHBIC 3/1aHMSI BCIIBIXMBAJIM OJJHO 32 JpyruM. Betep pazmeTsiBas ropsiiye rojloBHH, iepeOpachiBast
MX Yepe3 HECKOIBKO I0MOB. OroHb ObICTpO mpuHUMAaJcs. Takum oOpa3oMm, B Kakue-HUOYIb 1Ba, TPU
yaca BpeMeHU ropesa Bcsl yauua. HecuacTHble kutesnu, 3anpsATaHHbIE B TEMHBIX YTOJIKaX CBOUX KBap-
THP ¥ Terepb 3aCTUTHYThIE BPACIIOX BParoM yxe HeXJaHHBIM, BBIOETranu, 00e3yMeBIlH, Ha YIUILY,
YHOCSI ¢ COO0I0 TIepBOe, YTO MOMNagaaoch Moj pyKy, 4acTo coBceM HeHyxHoe. [1pu Buze co Bcex cTo-
POH HECIIerocsi Ha HUX TUIaMEeHW OHM KMJAJMCh B Onvkaiiinyio nepkoBb. Ho rutams ckopo nmoadupa-
JIOCh U K LIEPKBU, IPO3UJIO €i1 HEeMUHYeMOi1 ontacHOCTbIO. [ToqHMMamch cronsl, Boru. [Ipuxonunock
Oexarb 1 OTCIOZIA.

Kyna 6exars? [IpIM e 171a3a, 3acTiIal BCe OKpYKalye mpeaMeTsl. Kpyrom pyrmmivcs 31a-
Hus. Bouta u rpoxorana Oyps. U tonma HecuacTHOro Hapoaa Oexana BIepes, cama He 3Has Kyja.
[Mnams 3actynano gopory. Ha MHOrMX 3aropasnach ogex/ia, MHOTHE, OOECCUIICHHBIE, Malav, 3a/Ibl-
xasich. Jlpyrve, HakOHell, BHIPBABIIKCH KOE-KaK M3 IIAMEHHBIX O0BATHI, COOMPAINCD HA ITOMIASX,
CKJIaJbIBAJIM TYT CBOU CKYAHBIE MMOKUTKH, a CAMU NaJadi B U3HEMOXEHUM Ha 3emumo. U, HakoHel,
HECKOJIbKO MpHs B ce0s1, HAYMHAIIM OIISIAbIBaThCs. Torna HaYMHAIOCh BeeoOlee cMsiTeHbe. MHO-
TYe He JIOCYUTHIBAJIM CBOMX OM3KUX. My:Kbsl IOTEPSLIH JKEeH, MaTepH — ieTell. [1ouTu Kaablil BCro-
MUHaJ, 4TO, BbIOErasi U3 JOMy, OCTaBHJI Ha KEPTBY ITUIAMEHH 4TO-HUOYAb goporoe. [lonHoe oTyas-
HHE OXBaThIBAJIO STOT HECUACTHBIN JIIO. A TIJIaMsi CBUPETICTBOBAJIO, a Oypsi He yTuxasna. ['ycToi qpm
3acTiiiall conHue. Mpak HacTymna Hajl 3eMJIE0.

Ho Bort, Hakonen, Berep Havan ctuxarb. CO BCeX CTOPOH T'OPU30OHTA CTAJIM IOKa3bIBAThCS
obnaka. CKOpo OHM 3aBOJIOKJIM BCe HEOO, momes Joxkab. JokKIb YBeTMUMBAJICS C KaKI0W MUHYTOM,
JIWJI, TIOYTH He TiepecTtaBasi, Oonee cyTok. Hapos, pacrionoXuBIIMIACS HA TUIOIMAISX IO OTKPHITHIM
HeOOM, BeCh IPOIPOT, HUTKK CYXOH Ha HEM He ocTayiock. Ho moxkap cran mpekpariarbesl.

U teneps, korna Bopuc 6esxan mo MsCHUIKOM, TOPOA yKe MPEACTaBIsis HHOW BHI.

danrazus bopuca padorana ¢ gerctBa. OH MHOTJA B Yachl YeAWHEHUS UM OECCOHHUIIBI TTpeI-
CTaBJISLT ceOe ¢ OOJBIION SICHOCTBIO BCEBO3MOXKHBIE KAPTHHBI, CaMble CTpAIlHble, caMmble (paHTaCTH-
yeckre. Ho HuKorga emie ero ropsiuast paHtasusi He pucoBajia Mepe] HUM TaKoro MOTPSICAIOLIETO
3pesHIL, KaKoro OH Terepb OblT cBueTeeM. OH yxke JaBHO Mpodexa Bclo MSACHUIIKYIO U JBUTaJICS
K MockBe-peke, 4ToObl B3IIAHYTh Ha 3aMocKBopeube. OH IIeNl Cpeid pa3BaJiiH, CO BCEX CTOPOH
riepesi HUM BO3BbIIIAIONIMXCA. Berogy IIMUIMCh Moxkapuila, To U JeJI0 TO 3[€Ch, TO TaM HEXAaHHO
BCTIBIXMBAJIM OTHEHHBIE s13bIKM. Ellle HelaBHO pacKajieHHbIH YAyIUIMBBIN BO3/1yX, TIOJHBINA JbIMA U
nerJia, Teneps ocsexkwics. Ho Bopuc yyBcTBOBa o BpeMeHaM OTBpaTUTEIIBHBIN 3a11aX, U OH CKOPO
TMIOHST, OTKY/Ja IPOUCXOIMIT 3TOT 3anax. OH Havyas Bce yalle v Jallle HaThIKaThCsl Ha TPYIIbl, 00rope-
JIble, Y)KaCHBIE TPYIIbI, IPEJAIOIIUECs TIEHUIO.

Vikac u orBpaiieHue oxBaTuiau bopuca. OH ocTaHOBUJICS HEBJAJIEKE OT TpyINa KEHIIMHBI,
JIe’KaBLIEro NpsAMO Mepe] HUM rocpeau Joporu. OH 3aapoxkai BceM TejoM. OH ouyBCTBOBAJI, UTO
IO TOJIOBE €ro Kak OyJATO YTO-TO MmpoderaeT, OyATO BOJOCH €Tro IIeBeIATCS U HAYMHAIOT MOJHUMAThCS
camu coOoii. EiBa ciaBuB B cebe KpUK, OH KMHYJICS Ha3aj ¢ HAMEepeHHeM OekaTh CKopee JOMOW OT
BCEX ITUX Y/KACOB.

Ho Bapyr ocranoBusics.

«51 Tpyc! — MEJBKHYJIO B TOJIOBE €ro. — §l He MOr'y BBIHECTH BUJIa CMEPTH, Ha UTO K€ 5 FOJIEH
T10CJIe 3TOro!»

HepgHo B3aparuBasi, OH BEpHYJICS OOPaTHO U CTOSLT Niepei 00e300pakeHHBIM TPYIIOM, 3aCTaB-
75151 ceOsl CIIOKOMHO pasTiIsiieTh ero. Y oH misjien ¢ UCKaKeHHBIM JIMIIOM, C IIUPOKO PACKPHITHIMU
rnazamu. OH yBUJIEIN JIUIIO, OYEBUIHO, €Ile MOJIOZIOE U, BEPOSTHO, ObIBIIIEEe KPACHBHIM; HO TeTeph
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OHO OBLJIO MOYTH 3eJIeHOTo 11BeTa. O/IHa CTOpOHA €ro OIyXJia, U3-T0f OJHOTO, HE COBCEM 3aKPHITOTO
BEKa BBIIVISABIBAT O€3KM3HEHHBIN CTEKJISTHHBINA 3pavyoK. .. JKeHiuHa Oblia mosypasera. . .

OH He B cwitax Obu1 O0sbIIe TIsAaeTh. CTapasich He ABIIAaTh, YTOOBl HE YyBCTBOBATh YKAaCHOTO
CMpajia, OH oOoIIIes TPy 1 odexan qaisiie. Bee 6b110 THX0. HO BOT eMy NOCIIbIIIavch HeBiaieke
rosioca. OH orysAescs ¥ 3aMeTUJI TONITY JIOZEH, HIEAIIYI0 eMy HaBCTpeyy.

VHCTMHKTHBHO, B MTHOBEHHE OKa, OH KMHYJICSl B CTOPOHY M CIIPSTAJICS B Pa3BIMHBI I0OMA.
OH 4yBCTBOBAJI MOl CBOMMHU HOTAaMH ellle He COBCEM OCTHIBILIMI Ternes U yroibs. OH npurtamics 3a
BBICTYTIOM OKHA U IJIsijieNl. DTH, OUYEBUIHO, CIICIIMBIINE Ky/Ia-TO JIIOIU YKe TIOYTH C HUM TOpPaBHSI-
JIMCh; HO OHH, JIOJKHO OBITh, €r0 HEe 3aMETHJIM, a TeTlepb YKe HUKAK He MOTYT ero BujaeTh. Kto stu
momu? Y oH ceituac xe yOequiics, 4To TO Bparu — (ppaHiry3bl, yOeIuics 1o ux TOBOpY.

Boxe moi1, B kakoM onu Buze? Passe 310 conpatsl? [lonoxum, y KakJOro U3 HUX Opyxkue
Y KOH-Kakue ocTaTku BOeHHOU (opmbl. Ho BOT Ha OIHOM MapTUKYJISIPHBINA CIOPTYK, Ha JAPYTOM —
WTMHPUYECKas 1IN, Ha TPEThbeM — KaKas-To JKeHCKasi MaHTWIIbsl. DTo Bparu-rpadurenu! OHu,
OBITH MOXET, YOUJTN TeX, KOTO OrpabuJIH 1 Ube TJIaThe Ha ceOs Hajenu!.. beleHcTBO, HEeHaBUCTh 3aKH-
niesii B bopuce. OH BhIHYJ Jposkallieil pyKOH U3 CBOEro KapMaHa IUCTOJIET, B3BEJ KypPOK M HalpaBuJl
ero u3-3a mepervieTa OKHa B MPOXOAMBIIYIO Toimy. OH CIycTriI Kypok: HO 4to 3T0? BhIicTperna He
nocneoBaiio. .. Oceuka!

®paniry3sl mporu MuUMO. TYT TOJBKO OeHbI Bopuc 3aMeTHI1, 4TO XOTSI OH M XOPOIIIO 3apsi-
IWJT CBOHM TIMCTOJIET, HO 3a0blT HajaeTh MUCTOH. EMy crano nocagno, cthimHO. U B TO ke Bpems
OH TIOUYBCTBOBaJI OECCO3HATENBbHYIO PaJocTh. TeM He MeHee OH MOCHEIIHO BBIHYJ M3 KOPOOOUKU
MTUCTOH, HaJIeN ero u, BeIOpaB cede Ooliee yroOHOe TIONOKEHUE, OCTAJICS HETIOBHKEH.

«TH TPOILIH, TPOUIYT U APYyTUe, — AyMaJ OH, — TOTJa 51 yKe He TPOMaxHYcCh. S 10keH youThb
Bpara!»

Ho oH ponro crosisi, HO HUKTO He MOKa3blBaJICs Ha yauile. HakoHell oH u3manu 3aMeTu rpu-
omkaronyocs purypy.

«Bort OH, BOT! — Cc 3a0uBIIUMCS cepAlleM 4yTh I'POMKO He KpukHyn Bopuc. — Ho oH oauH, 5
HE JIOJDKeH yOUBAaTh €ro u3-3a yria...»

OHUM TIPBIKKOM OH TIePECKOUMIT Yepe3 TPyLy 0Oropelibix 0OJIOMKOB M YIJIEH U C TIOTHSATHIM
IIUCTOJIETOM CTPEMUTEJIBHO HAIlpaBUJICS K LIEJIIEN HaBCTpeuy eMy OOuHOKou ¢urype. Tenepb oH
3aMETHJI, YTO ITO MOXKHUJION YeJIOBEK ¢ OJIeIHBIM, UCTIMTHIM JIMIIOM; JIJTUHHBIE, TIOUTH CEJIble BOJIOCHI
BBIOVMBAJIMCH CO BCEX CTOPOH HEUECAaHBIMUA KOCMaMH U3-TI0J] CYKOHHOTO KapTy3a ¢ OOJBIIIUM KO3bIPh-
koM. [llexkn 1 mogdopook ObUTH, OUEBUAHO, JABHO HEOPHUTHI M TOPOCIH cepeOpUcTor meTuHoi. Oner
9TOT YesIOBeK ObLT B JIJTMHHOIIOJBIN MOHOMICHHBIN KadTaH. OH 1mies1 HeTBepo# MOXOAKOM, OopMoya
4TO-TO... BO BCel ero purype He ObIJI0O HUYEro BOMHCTBEHHOTO, 1a M HUKAKOTO OPYKHsI HA HEM He
3aMevaIoCh.

Bopuc ocraHoBuIICSl B HEJOYMEHUH, HO BCe ke He OIycKasi mucToseT. CTapuK TOJIBKO Tenepb
ero 3aMeTr1. OH OKMHYJI €ro B3IJISIJOM, B KOTOPOM BBIPaXkaJcsl He CTpax, a HEHABUCTh, U OX PHUITIINM
r'OJIOCOM KPUKHYII:

— A, ¢paniy3 noransiii!.. Hexpuctb okastHHbI! YOUTh MeHst xouerb. .. Hy, uTo xke, youBai. . .
Crpensid... [la crpensi xe, Mojokococ!..

W oH, mmpoko pa3Bosi pyKaMu, BBICTAaBUJI BIiepe[ rpyib, HacTynas Ha bopuca.

— 41 He (paHniry3! — pacTepsiHHO IMPOrOBOPHI OH.

— Tak 4T0 ke TBI Ha CBOMX KUJaelbcea?!

— Ha a... { nyman, 4yto BbI (ppaHIly3... YTO BBl Bpar... — 3aMKasiCh IPOroBOPUJI I0HOIIA, BECH
KpacHesl.

Crapyk U3yMJICHHO ¥ C YCMENIKOI0 orJisijies1 bopuca u mokayas roiosoio.

— AX TbI, MOJIOKOCOC, MOJIoKococ! IToau Tel, BOH TOKEe Ha CBOMX C ITHCTOJIeTOM Kujaerca! Jla
ThI, MOXKET, KOTO U YJIOKHJI TaK-TO, 3psi?..

— Her, s eme He crpensi.
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— To-To!

Crapuk emie pa3 orsiaen bopuca, medaabHO U TOOPOAYIIHO YCMEXHYJICS U ONSITh MOKaval
r'OJIOBOIO.

— Ila otkyna Thl, mapeHek ? Ko takoB? bapyoHok kakoi, uto jm? bap-To, 4To-TO, HE BUAATD. ..
Pazbexanuce. ..

Crapuk 3TOT BIPYT YKacHO MoHpaBuiics bopucy, v OH ¢ BHE3amHON OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO, CBOM-
CTBEHHOM €ro rojiaM, pacckasa emy, KTO OH, OTKyJa U 32 KaKUM JeJIOM Monaj Cloia.

— Benp npasna, — 3araapiBas eMy B I71a3a, TOBOPUJI OH, — IIPaBAa Bellb, YTO CTBIAHO CUIEThb
B 0€30MacHOCTH, KOIJIa B TOPOJE TaKUe yKachl, KOraa KOMy-HHOYAb MIOMOYb MOXHO, KOrO-HUOYIb
3alIUTUTh. .. YOUTH XOTh OIHOTO Bpara u rpaduress?!

— DX, MOJIOAYMK, MOJIOTYMK! — MevasbHO MOBTOpUI cTrapuk. — Hy, uemy Tbl, cygapp, oMo-
xerb? Koro cnacems? Bot MeHst uyTh Obuto He yousa. OHo Obl 1 HUUero... Tyga MHe U Jopora...
Cwmeptu He 6010¢ch. .. la Tede mioxo Obl ObUIO, HA TyITy Ipex OOJbIon B3sT Obl. .. Cuen Obl Tydrie
noma. [To kpaitHOCTH, KaK MmpHIIes Obl Yac TBOH, TaK CO CBOUMH POAMUTEIISIMH Aa TOMOYAIIaMK TIPH-
Hs1JT Obl KOHUYHHY. . .

— Bce noru6nem! Bee nmorndHeM! — BApyr, CBEPKHYB I71a3aMU, JUKUM IOJIOCOM KPUKHYJT CTa-
PUIK.

— Kak Bce nmoruGHeM? — UCIyraHHO U U3yMJICHHO cripocui Bopuc.

CrapyK CTaHOBWJICS CTPAIIIHBIM; TJIa3a ero UKo Omyxaami. OH NOoTpsicall B BO3/AyXe PYKOIO.

— Bce norubnem! — mosropui oH. — Ilpumen yac rHeBa boxkbero n kapoi! KonunHa cBera
npuOnm3miack. .. [IporueBamu Mel ['ocriona bora BeMKUMYU HAIMMMK 37I0EWCTBaMU, HEMIPABIOI0;
a npotuB bora kro Moxetr? Hacian oH Ha Hac 3TUX JbSIBOJIOB U MPU3BAJI UM HA MOMOIIb CTUXUU
HeOecHble. KamHs He ocTaHeTcs oT cero ropona! Hu ofvH 4enoBek He BHIAAET U3 Hero. ..

— AX, 3a4eM BbI 3TO TOBOpHTE ? — cTapajics nepeduts ero bopuc. — bor munoctuB. Bpar nokuxer
MoOCKBY, Hallle BOWCKO 3aCTaBUT €ro ellle OeKarhb.

Ho crapuk ero He ciayman. OH Kpavas Terepb, O4eBUIHO, yke He oOpaliasi Ha Hero HUKaKoro
BHUMaHUs, HE CO3HABAsl, €CTh y HETO CIIyIIaTes b WX HeT.

— Bcio k13Hb CKOJTAYMBAN AEHBIM, — KPUYAJ OH, — YTO MYK BBIHEC... paboTal, pyK He TMOKJa-
nasi. Houu 3a pabotoii mpocuxuBai. CKOJIOTHII MACTEPCTBOM CBOMM JEHBKOHKH, JOMUK ITOCTPOWIL. . .
ChbIHA BHIpacTWiI... B conmarel B3sum. [ne cei? Your!.. @panity3sl youmu. .. CropaBisuics. .. BEpHO
y3Hau... younu... Her [lerpymm. .. Het u Moruiku ero. .. Tak 1 He yBuze:n. 2KeHa 3a0osnena ¢ rops. . .
Jlexwur, croHer, nymy HagpbiBaer... Bpar npuien, MockBy otaanu emy... Boien u3 qomMy — cui
He xBaTwio. .. [Toxxap! MockBa ropur. .. gfomoii?.. Het qoma. .. cropeii... HW4ero He octajiock... ['ae
skeHa?.. BosbHa Bedb, ABUTaThCA HE MOIJIA. .. rae oHa? rae?..

— Jla roBOpHM ke ThI MHE, IJie OHa?! — HaKMHYJICS OH Ha Bopuca, xBaras ero 3a ruieund. OH ObuT
crpaieH. besymue u GeleHcTBO M300pa3iIvCh Ha JIULIE €ro.

Bopuc BricBOOOAMIICS M CTPEMUTENBHO OOk all OT Hero. [IoToM OH OCTaHOBWIICS, OTJISTHYJICS
Y YBUJIEJ, YTO CTAPUK BCE €Il CTOUT Ha OAHOM MECTe, Pa3BO/isl pyKaMy U KpHya 4TO-TO TaKOE, UYTO
Terepb pa3odparh OBLTO HEBO3MOXKHO. Bopuc Oexan qasblie, Cpeiu Bee T ke KapTUHBI BCEOOIEero
pas3pylLIeHUs; CPen BCE TeX ke BAISBILUXCS TPYIOB JIOAEH U )KUBOTHBIX.

A conHLE TOJHMMAIIOCh BhIlIE U Bbille. Berpeuanucs moau. Heckonbko pa3 bopucy npuxonu-
JIOCh TIPAATAaThCS OT (PPAHITY30B, KOTOPBIE TOJNAMHU, C KPUKOM M TMKOM, OPOIIWIIN, BPBIBAsICh B IOMA,
yLeJIeBIINe OT MOXapa, C IeNIbl0 TPaduTh BCE, UTO eIlle MOKHO ObLJIO HAWTH B HUX.

Korna nepBasi naHuka, oxBaruBiuasi (bpaHIly30B IIPU BUJE CO BCEX CTOPOH YCHJIMBABILMXCS
0KapoB, MPOIILJIa, OHU PELIMIIM HaBepCTaTh CBOM HEYJaul U pa30yapOBaHUsl CAMbIM pa3Hy3JaHHbIM
rpadesxom. Tereps yxe Hedero ObLIO CTECHATHCS Mepei STUMU BapBapaMU, BCTPETUBIIUMHU UX TAKUM
yXKaCHBIM 00pa30M, TaK HACMESIBIIIUMUCS HAJl HUMHU.

Cawm HanoneoH, pemmBImch BO3BpaTtuThesl B KpemueBckuil ABOpeL, KOTOPOMY TeNephb yxke
HE yrpoxasa OMacHOCTb, Pa3pell ITOT rpabexk, XOTs U OOBIBIII MEpbI JJIs1 ero orpanndyenus. OH
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MIpUKa3a, YTOOB! KaXKIbli KOPITYC, HAXOOUBIIHIACS B MOCKBE MM €€ OKPECTHOCTSIX, OJIMH 32 IPYTUM
B Ha3HaUEHHbIC THU OTPsIKAJ OT ceOs M0 HeCKOJIBbKY pOT i rpadexka. DToT rpadex ObUT Ha3BaH B
npukase HamnoneoHa «IpruroToBieHreM 3arnacoB MPOIOBOIbCTBUS» .

Mexay TeM, KOHEUHO, HUKAKOTO OrpaHMYeHus rpadexka He ObU1o. HampoTtuB, 3TM OTpsimb,
TMIOChIIAEMBIE TI0 OUEepPE/Id, PACCYRK AN TaK, UYTO KAXKAOMY U3 HUX, TI0 BCEM BEPOSITUSIM, IPUXOAUTCS
B ITOCJIE/IHUI pa3 BHIXOAUTH Ha JOOBIUY, ¥ TIOTOMY OHH C OCTEPBEHEHHEM HAKHUIBIBAIMCH Ha Bce. OHU
pa3OMBaM IBEpH M OKHA, BPHIBAIMCH HA YEP/IaKH, B TIOIBAJIBI M KJIaJoBble. HecuacTHbIE KUTENH,
MPATABIIKECS 10 YIJIaM, He BHIKa3bIBAJIM, KOHEYHO, HUKAKOTO COMPOTUBJIeHNs. OHM MPEeIOCTaBIISLIH
BCE CBOE MMYIIIECTBO Ha pa3rpaldiieHue, JIUIh Obl TOJIHKO YKacHbIE IPaOUTEIN YIILIH MTOCKOpee.

Nwm, kaxeTcs, y’ke HIUero He OCTIOCh TeTeph, OHM YKe OOJIbIIIe He BEPHYTCA. A MEXy TeM Ha
CIICIYIOIIHI JIeHb Tpadex MOBTOpsiIcs. Kakapidi KopIryc JoJkeH ObLT HABECTUTh HECUACTHBIX OObI-
Batesieil. Kaxaplii MpuXxoanI 1Mo ovepean 1 3adupaj Bce, YTO OCTaBHJI €ro MpeAllecTBeHHUK. U mo
Mepe TOTro Kak yxke He OKa3bIBaJIOCh HIUETO /15 rpadeska, CoNAaThl HEMPHUATEIbCKIE BHIKA3bIBAIN BCE
6onbliie U Oonbie OemencTBa. OHU BOOOpaXaid, YTO OT HUX MPSUYT J0ObIUY, U yIrpO3aMu, HaCH-
JIMEM 3aCTaBJIsUIU e BbIIaBaTh ceoe.

[Tpu 3TOM OHM cam¥ OBUT B HECYACTHOM TOJIOKEHUU: BCe U3HOCUIIOCH, Oe3 caror, 6e3 Oebs,
B JIOXMOTBSIX. BpbIBasiCh B IOM, TjIe YK€ He OCTaBaJIOCh HMYETO JJIsl MX TOKHBbI, OHH MOYTH JIOHAra
pasaeBasy X03sieB — MYKUMH, KeHIIMH U aeteid. Kaxaas Belib U3 HOCHIIBHOTO TUIaThs U OelTbsi Obla
UM HykHa. [Ipoucxoauim yxacHble BO3MyTUTENIbHbIE clieHbl. OHM yKe He pa3inJaiiy Tenepb Hapo/-
HocTei. PpaHIly3bl, B JOBOJIBHO OOJBIIIOM KOJMUYECTBE KUBIIKE B MOCKBE U TeTleph TaM OCTaBIIIH-
ecst, ObUTM TOYHO TaK ke, KaK U PyCCKHe, OrpadyieHbl CBOMMH COOTEUECTBEHHUKAMH. DTU CONIATHI,
caMbiM Oe300pa3HBIM 00Pa30M 3aKyTaHHBIE BO BCEBO3MOXKHOE HarpadJieHHOE TUIaThe, Kak MYXKCKOe,
TaK M )KEHCKOE, COBCEM 3aMacKMPOBAHHBIE STUMH (DAHTACTHUECKVMU HApsIaMH, Terepb HAXOIVIIH
BO3MOXXHBIM, HaJIesICh ObITh HEY3HAHHBIMU, TPAOUTh J1a)Ke CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX O(PUIIEPOB.

Bopwuc, 6possi u3 yuis B yIuIly, He YyBCTBYSI HU YCTJIOCTH, HH TOJIOZIA, HE 3amMevasi BpeMeHH,
TO U JIEJIO HATBHIKAJICS HA KaKoe-HUOY/Ib MPOSIBIIEHHUE 3TOr0 Oe3HAYANINs U BCIKHMX JKECTOKOCTEH.

Bor paznaioTcs KpukH, MPOH3UTENIbHBIE KEHCKUE KPUKH. [JBOoe coniar TaiyT Kakylo-To MOJIO-
ayio skeHIIuHY. OHa OT HUX BBIPBIBACTCSI.

— Votre bague! Votre bague, — kpuuar oHu, — ou nous la prenons avec le doigt!

Mortoziast *KeHIIMHA CTAHOBUTCS TIEPe/l HUMH Ha KOJIEHH, OHA 3aJIMBAEeTCsl Clie3aMU, OHA YMO-
JISIET VX TIPEPHIBAIOIIIMCS TOJIOCOM:

— Ayez pitié de moi, messieurs, prenez tout, prenez tout, laissez moi la bague. Voyez... tlelle
est si simple, mais elle m'est si chere. Ayez pitié de moi, je suis votre compatriote!

Ho (panity3sl He oOpaiaT HIKaKoro BHUMaHUS Ha CJI0Ba ee. YKe OfIMH CXBATHJI ee 3a Majiell,
MUT — U OH JICUCTBUTEJIHHO €i1 ero OTpyOuT.

Bopuc ne Mor BeiHECTH 3T0r0. OH KMHYJICS K Hell Ha moMolib. OH ObUT OYeHb CHJIEH TSI CBOUX
JIET; HO CKOPO yOeqUJICs, YTO €My He CIIAJUTh C STUMH JBYMS POCTIBIMU MYKUMHAMH.

— 1l n'y a rien a faire, — 3apIxasicb KPUKHYJ OH MOJIOJION KEHIIMHE, — rendes votre bague a
ces infames!

Ta, BUIsA, UTO HE OCTaeTCS HUKAKOTO CIIACEHU I, C TPOMKHMH PhIIAHUSMU CHSIa KOJIbIO. BuaHo
OBLJIO, YTO OHO el OECKOHEUHO JI0POro. DT0 ObLIO IIAIKOe 00PYJaTbHOE KOJIBIIO.

OnuH u3 (ppaHIy30B KaJHO CXBATHII €10, a APYroM CO BCero pa3maxa yaapui bopuca B cnivny,
TaK YTO TOT MOUTATHYJICS.

— Et toi coquin, — KpUKHYIJ OH emy, — tu feras cadeau de ton bonnet a tes compatriotes!

U ¢ atumu cnoBamu oH copall ¢ bopuca ero nuisiy.

OueBuHO, (ppaHIly3bl TU HAAESIIUCH €Ie XOPOIIO TOXHUBHUThCS B JApyrom mecte. OHH
TMOCTIEIITHO YIAIITHUCh.

Bopuc oOparuics K ruiadyniei xKeHIHe, CIpaliiBas ee, re OHa KUBET U Ipejsiaras ei npo-
BOAMTH ee. Ho 0ka3anock, YTo OHa *KUBET TYT ke psAoM B qome. OHa ¢ I1aueM Boluia B IBEPb, TIPH-
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ramiast Bopuca 3a co6oro. [Toce 60pbObI ¢ ppaHITy3amMu, TOMATHIA UMW W U3PSITHO TIOKOJIOYEHHBIMH,
Bopuc uyBCTBOBa OOJIBIIYIO YCTAJIOCTh, a MOTOMY 0€3 BCSIKMX pacCysKAeHUN TOCIeI0Ball 32 CBOEH
HOBOI 3HAKOMOI1.

Ona BBesa ero B HeOOJBIIYIO, HO, BEPOSITHO, HEJJABHO €Ille OUYeHb MUJIO YOpaHHYIO KBapTUPY.
Tenepp ke 1Mo KOMHATAM IIAPCTBOBAJI MOJHEUIINI OecriopsIoK. Bee Ob10 mepephiTo, KOMOJIBI CTOSLITH
C BBIJIBUHYTHIMM SIIIUKAMHU, TUIATSIHOM 1IKad TOXe.

dpaHIy)KeHKa, OYeHb Hely pHas )KeHIIMHA JIET IBAILATH BOCBMHU, BAPYT KaK-TO Yepecuyp Jaxe
ObICTpO ycrokomaack. OTuasiHHOE BBIpaKEHHE B €€ JIMIEe MCYe3Nio, clie3bl Bhicoxyiu. OHa yke Ybl-
6anacy bopucy u roBopmiia CKOpo, CKOpo, MPUATHO KapTaBs W PaccKasbiBas €My O TOM, KakK OHa
BBIIILTA OBLIIO U3 IOMY, JKeJlasi pa3y3HaTh, He HAXOUTCSI JIU T/ie-HUOY/Ib TOOIM30CTH KBAPTHPa OTHOTO
u3 (ppaHIly3CKMX TeHEepasIoB, K KOTOPOMY OHA XOTesla 00paTUThCs ¢ MPOChOOH 0 3acTynHuvecTse. U
BOT, TOJIbKO YTO OHA BBIILIA U3 BOPOT, KAK MPOXOAMBIIKE /1Ba (PPaHIly3CKHUX COJIIaTa 3aMeTHIIN Ha
ee pyKe 3TO KOJIBLIO.

BcrioMHUB 0 Kostblle, OHA ONSATH OBLIO BCIUIAKHYJIA, HO TYT K€ U YCIIOKOMJIACh.

— 41 He Morna Ha/ieTh NepyUaToK, — FOBOPWJIA OHA, — IOTOMY YTO y MEHs HeT Iepuarok... Bee
pasrpabumu!.. U s ogHa. .. MeHs MOKUHYIM BCe APY3bsi U 3HAKOMBIE. .. Bee ckpbutich 13 MOCKBBI.

Ona ycaauna Bopuca B MsITKoe Kpecyio U MpojIosiKaia pacckasbiBaTh. OHa yke IIeCTb JIeT KakK
B Poccun. Chavana sxuna B [letepOypre, HO BOT y:Ke YeTBEpThIN rof] Kak nepedpanack B MockBy. OHa
aktpuca. Ee npy3bs peqiarany e yesxarb, HO OHa OCTajIach BOIPEKH UX XkeJlaHusM. Pa3se mMoria
OHa TpeIBUIETh 3T Yxachl?! OHa paccuMThIBaIa BECEJIO MPOBECTU BPEMsI B KPYT'y CBOUX COOTEYe-
CTBEHHHUKOB... U BOT Tereph orpadieHa, JHIeHa BCEro JOCTOsIHUA. Tpu pa3a BPhIBAIUCH K HEHl B
KBapTUpY, pasrpaOuif Bce, YTO TOJBKO ObLIO Y HEe XOTh HEMHOTO LIEHHOTO — BCE €€ BEllH, Jake
miatks, ee uryOy. OHa He 3Haer, yto OyAeT Tenepb aeiaTb. Hy)XHO HelpeMeHHO HalTH reHepasa, a
BCEro JIyullle 0OpaTUThCS K caMoMy umriepatopy... OH gomkeH Oyznet momous ei... Ho kak Tenepb
910 czienarh? OHa yxe OOUTCS BHITH U3 IOMY... DTH 3BepH CIIOCOOHBI Ha BCsikoe Hacuiue. .. CHa-
yaja K Hell BOPBAIMCH MOJISKH, MOTOM Hemilbl. OHa Tak meperyraiach, uyto 3adonena. M Beap oHa
ofiHa — OKMHYTas1. Ee Kyxapka, riynast pycckasi KeHIIMHA, KOHEYHO, HhYeM He MOXET MOMOYb €.
Jla 1 Kak ke ObUIO BHIOPAThCS, KOTZIa KPYTrOM FOPUT U HET HUKAKOTo MIPOXOoJa. . .

— 41 Bce emme Hajeslach HA MOMX COOTEUECTBEHHHKOB, — TOBOPUJIA OHA, — IPaOWIM TOJISIKY,
rpaduIi HeMIIbl; HO (bpaHITy3bl HE MO MeHs rpadbuth!.. VI BOT ceromHsi Bbl BUAIENH. .. (hpaHILy3bl,
(bpaHILy3bl OTHSUIM Y MEHS TO, 4TO OBUIO JJOPOXke Bcero!..

— A, monsieur, si vous saviez... cette bague... cette bague! Quel souvenir, — moBTopmia oHa, —
et je vous suis tellement reconnaissante!

—3a yro xe! — neyanbpHO poroBopui bopuc. — Ecium Obl st MOT TOMOYB BaM, a TO BeJIb HE TIOMOT
HUYEM, TOJIBKO JAPOM JIMIIUJICS IUISIIBL ¥ TeTIeph JOJKEH BO3BPAILATHCS C HEOKPBITON TOJIOBOM.

— bnaropapure bora, 4To Tak ele oTaenanch, — NocTapagach OHa ero ycrokouts. — Ha Bac
Baine ratbe. OHM He BRHIBOPOTMIIM BaM Balii KapMassbl. [1o cuacThio, OHM IPUHSIIM Bac 3a (hpaHIry3a.
Mais vous n'étes pas franais, n'est ce pas?

Ho BmecTo Toro uto0s! eii 0TBeTUTh, bopuc BApYT BCKOUMII, cXBaTUICA 3a rojioBy. CThia, cMy-
IIeHKe, OTYasTHUEe TPOMETbKHY/IM Ha BBIPA3UTEIbHOM, HEKHOM JIUIIE €To.

— Eh bien, mon cher jeune homme, qu'avez vous donc?

— Mon Dieu, mon Dieu, — oTyassHHO mpoirenTa oH, — j'aurais pu vous défendre... 9 Mor Obl
OTOUTD Bac, U Ballle KOJIBIO HE MOnaio Obl UM B PyKH... 51 comen ¢ yma... 5 3a0bu1, 4TO y MEHS B
KapMaHe 3apsDKeHHBIN MUCTOJNET, KOTOPBIN 51 U B35JT ¢ COOO0I0 ISl IOIOOHOTO cinyvast. S man 3Tum
HErofisisiM orpabuTh Bac, nayl UM u30uTh ceds!.. Bemb oHM ObUTM BOOPYKEHBI, MOTJIM 3alTUIIATHCS. . .
S umen npaBo CTPENATh B HUX!..

OH ynan B Kpecyio, MyYlMbI{ CTBIZIOM U PEIMTEHHO HE TIOHUMAsl, KAKUM 3TO B CAMOM JieJie
00pa3oM MOT 3a0bITh O CBOEM THCTOJIETE.
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dpaHIyKeHKa YIBIOHYIACH, MOfICeNa K HEMY, TIOJIOKUIA €My Ha TUIeYO CBOM MaJleHbKHe Kpa-
CHBBIE PYKH H, JJACKOBO 3ariisiIbIBasi EMy B IJ1a3a, CTajla €ro yCrioKauBaTh.

— He oropuaiitech, — roBopuiia OHa, — Bce 3TO ObLJIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO BaM JIETKO ObLIO 3a0BITh.
Hy, 4to nenarsb, mponaso Moe KoJblio! A BbI IOJKHBI Of1arogaputh bora, 4to 3a0bUTH O CBOEM MHUCTO-
nete. [Tomorno yim Obl MHE 3TO WM HET — ellle Hen3BecTHO. Eciu Obl BB B3AyMasyl CTPENsiTh, OHH,
HaBepHoO, Obl Bac yousm. Beap ux ObUI0 JBOE, TBOE CUJIbHBIX, TPUBBIYHBIX JTIOAEH. AX, KaK XOpOIIIO,
4TO BBHI 320bUTH! BBl U Tak MeHs OTUYasiHHO 3aiuIiaiu. Bel xpaOpblid MoIoI0i vesioBek... O4ueHb
xpaOpsiii. Y1 BOT y MeHs1 60bIlast K BaM pock0a — Beb BbI McnionHuTe ee? [la, KoOHeYHO, MCIIOTHUTE,
y Bac 1o0poe ceptie!

Omna eriie JT1acKoBee IJIsijieNa Ha Hero, Taguiia ero BOJIOCHL.

— Ocranbrech co MHOIO MoKa cBewio! Ecim Obl BBl 3HaMM, Kak s1 O0IOCh M KaK HYXJAlOCh B
3amuTe. S Terneph HU 32 YTO, HU 3a YTO HE PUCKHY BBIMTH, a BeJb OHM MOTYT Clo[ja TIPHIATH, YTO 5
Torja caenan? byasre MoUM 3allUTHUKOM !

Omna roBopujIa TaKUM MHJIBIM, YMOJISIIOIIAM rojiocoM. OHa, IeHCTBUTENBHO, ObLIa MeperryraHa.

— Benp onM Bech ieHb OpoAAT, a KOrJja HAYMHAET CMEPKAThCsl, — MCUE3aloT.

Bopwuc 3a6b11 cBOE TONI0kEHHE, 3a0bIT BCE U CKa3aJl, YTO TaK KaK OHa, IeWCTBUTENIBHO, HYX/1a-
eTCsl B €r0 MPUCYTCTBUH, TO OH OCTAaeTCs.

KuBast (ppanIry’keHKa coBceM pasBecenmniiach. OHa TOTUac ke cooOpasuiia, 4To ee MOJIOJOM
3aIUTHUK JIOJKEH OBITh TOJOZEH, MO3BaJIa CBOIO KYXapKy, CIIPOCHIIA, YTO €CTh CheCTHOr0. CheCTHOTO
0Ka3aJI0Ch HEMHOI'O, HO BCE € JJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HACKITUTHCS. BBUT X710, OBUIN KOe-KaKHe OBOLLH,
HaIescs 1axke KyCOK XOJIOTHOM TOBSIIUHBL.

dpaHiy)KeHKa cama, CBOMMH MaJleHbKMMH, XOPOIIEHbKUMH PyUKaMH, cMacTepuia ode s
CBOETO 3allMTHUKA, 1 Gontana, Gonraia, nepexos ¢ OAHOTO IpeIMeTa Ha APYrou, yKacasch, JOXOs
710 TIOJTHOTO OTYAsTHUSI — U TIOTOM Ceivac ke pa3BecesisiCh, HAUMHasl Jake CMEesIThCS.

Bopuc, kaxercsi, HUKOT/Ia e1ie He eJ ¢ TAKUM arneTuToM. Bpemst nmpoxoauio He3ameTHO. BoT
cTasio ¥ cMepkartbesi. OH mpuiiies, HakoHell, B ce0s1. OH MOHsLI, YTO Takoe Hajenalt. SIcHo mpencras-
JISIT OH ce0e, Kak TOJKHBI OECTOKOMThCS 0 HeM joMa. OH yBepsil (ppaHIy’KeHKY, YTO HE MOXKET
6onee y Hee ocTaBarhes. [Ipocuit ee moce ero yxoja XOpoIIeHbKO 3arepeThesi U Aajl ed CJIOBO, UTO
Ha JApPYro JeHb YyTPOM OHa OyaeT B O6e3omacHocTr. OH MOMPOCHUT O Hel (PpaHIly3CKOro reHepasa,
KOTOPBII CTOUT y HUX B JIoMe. [ eHepast 3TOT camblil TOOE3HBI YelOBEK W, KOHEYHO, HE OCTABHT B
TAKOM TOJIOKEHUHU CBOIO COOTEUECTBEHHHUILY.

— Kak e BbI noiiziere 6e3 UMb ? — roBOpriia (bpaHIly’KeHKa. — A Be/ib Y MEHSI HET HUKAKON
HUISANBL. ] HIYEero He MOTy JIaTh BaM.

— He 6ena, — orBeuas bopuc, — Tenepb TeMHO, MEHSI HUKTO HE YBUJIUT.

dpaHIy)KeHKa 1axe MoIeIoBaia ero Ha mpoIaHbe.

OH BBIIIIEI U ITYCTHIICS O€KaTh.

«AX, yro Tam y Hac?! Uro onu Tereps aymaior? Yto Oyner?!» — MyUHTENIbHO TyMaioch eMy.

W on emme npubasw mary. OH 60s11Cs 3201y AUTHCS TOCPEAN STUX Pa3BaIMH, B TEMHOTE, KOTO-
pasi 1o;kHA OblTa CKOpPO HACTynuTh. Ha ynmiiax moutd HMKOro He Obuto. Beuep ObLT SICHBIN, HO
JOBOJIBHO XOJIONHBIN. BApYr OH yciblilian OTYassHHbIA KPUK:

«Cmacwure! Cracute!» — rojioc ObUT IETCKUIA, 3BOHKHIA, IIPOH3UTEIBHBIN; B HEM BBIPAXKaJIOCh
crpamrHoe otdastaue. OH octaHoBwics. Kpuyar 61m3ko, Ho rie. .. Huuero He BUIHO.

«Cnacute!!» — OnsITh IPOHECIIOCh B BEYEPHEM BO3[yXE.

W 1yt m3-3a yria mepeysika OH yBHJIET YeJIOBEeKa, HECIIero Ha pyKax MOYTH OOHAaXEHHYIO
neBouky. Ona OapaxTtasach pykamu v Horamu. OHa OTYasiHHO Kpuyaia. Bcst KpoBb Opocuiach B
rosioBy bopucy. OH BbIXBaTWII U3 KapMaHa IMUCTOJET, B3BEJ KyPOK U, IOIOeXkaB K HECIIEMY JJeBOUKY
YeJIOBEeKY, KPUKHYJI eMy:

— Laissez la ou je vous tue a l'instant!

ToT ocTaHOBWIICS, pa3misiAeN AyJI0 MUCTONETa.
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— Qu'y a t'il? — xpurisiM rosiocom mporoBopuii oH. — Michaud a eu besoin de sa jupe... alors
il ne me reste que la gamine... et je la prends — v'ia tout!..

D10 OBLI JI0KUHA MOJIOION copar. OT Hero maxsio BUHoOM. OH ObLI, OUEBHUIHO, CHJIBHO ITbAH.

Paznancs seictpen. [Tyns nmpocBucTtena noyty y camoro yxa conaara. OH pazxai pykd, IeBOYKa
COCKOJIb3HYJIa Ha 3emutio. ConaT modexa, MoKaurBasich, ¥ CKOPO CKPBUICS B HACTYNUBIIMX CyMep-
Kax.

Bopwuc ckiionwmiics Han neBoukor. OHa Jiexana, B3paruBasi BCeM TeJIOM, TOUTH 0e3 CO3HAHMSI.

— Kro Bbi? I'ne BBl :xuBete?? — pactepsiHHO cripaiuuBa bopuc.

JIleBoUyKa HMYEro He OTBevaJa.

— MoxeTe Bbl BcTaTh?

Omna, HakoHell, paccibimana ero Bompoc. OHa TONMpoOOBaia MOAHATHCA W TYT K€ OIATh
yrnasa. ..

Omna coBcem NOUTH paszeTa; Beyep xonoaHsiil. Kak ObTh! OH cran ornsapiBathest. OH 3ame-
THJI CPEM Pa3BajIMH, €ro OKPYKaBIIHX, ylieneBiiee 3qanue. OH HAKJIOHWIICS, TOPOOOBa MOIHSThH
neBouky. [Totom cHsT ¢ cebst MabTo, 3aKyTal ee, MOIHSLT U TIOHEC.

JleBouka ObLIa TOBOJILHO OOJIBIIIAS M TSKEIAst; HO OH He YyBCTBOBAI ee TskecTH. Yepes MUHYTY
OH y’Ke ObLT y IOIbe3/1a HAMEYEHHOTO M J0Ma.

«ABOCH €CTb TyT KTO-HUOY/Ib, — AyMasl OH. — ABOCb OTBOPSIT!»

[MogHSBIIMCH HA CTYNEHBKHM KPBUIBbLIA, OH CTAJI CTy4aTh B JiIBepb. M BOT, K €ro M3yMJICHHUIO,
JBEpb pacraxHyJach, HO HUKTO ee He OTIep — OHa OblIa He 3amepra.

Bopuc Bomiesn co cBoell TSkeNIoW HOIIEeH, pasrisaen B ¢1ad0M IMOTycBeTe TMepeTHIO KOM-
Hary. [Iporesn ganpine, OuyTHICS B JOBOJIBHO MPOCTOPHOM 3aJ1e, 3aMETHJT JUBAaH, MOJIOKII Ha HETro
JIeBOYKY M CTaJ kJIaTh: IPUJIET e KTO-HUOY/Ib.

OH OTBOPHJI JIPYTYIO IBEPh — KPUKHYT: «KTO TYyT?»

3BYK €ro rojoca MpoHeccs 1Mo MycThIM KoMHaTtaMm. Hukto emy He orBetwi1. Bee ObUIO THXO.
CraHOBMIIOCH BCE TEMHEE U TEMHEE.
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VIII1. Houn

Mexay Tem neBouka npuiuia B ceds. OHa MpUIIOAHsIIA TOJIOBY, MOKaa 1Mo ceOsl HOTH.

— Kak xonogHo! — nporoBopusia oHa.

Bopuc miiotHo 3akytan ee B cBoi mianl. OH OECMOMOIIHO OIJISAbIBAJICS, BCIYIIUBAICS B
HEMYIO TUIIIMHY, CTOSIBIIYIO BOKPYT Hero. Ero B3ris ciyyaidHO yra Ha OKHO, CKBO3b KOTOPOE BAPYT
OecHy JIyd BBIIUIBIBIICH U3-3a oOnaka JiyHbl. KomHaTKa, morpykeHHasi OYTH B TIOJHBIA MpakK,
TeTiepb 03apHiIaCh MATKUM T'OTyOOBaThHIM CBETOM. Tereph Bce yke BOKPYT MOKHO ObLIO SICHO pasiiu-
ynTh. Bopric permmicst 000MTH 3TO JKIIIHILE, B KOTOPOE OH TIONaJ, ¥ Y3HATh €CTh JIU TYT KTO-HUOY/Ib.

— 41 ceituac BepHYyCh, — CKa3aJl OH JIEBOYKE, — 51 TOJIbKO OCMOTPIO JIOM.

Ona ¢1ab0 BCKpUKHYJIA.

— Tak BB He (paHITy3, He (ppaHIly3? — CHpalIBaga OHA CBOMM MUJIBIM JIETCKHUM T'OJIOCKOM. —
He yxonuTte, a TO OHM IPUAYT ONATH. .. OHKU YOBIOT MEHS. ..

— Bennenbkas Most, He 6oiicss Hu4ero! 4 roBopio: cefiuac BepHych. BOT mpesx e Bcero s rmocra-
paroch 3arepeTh HapyXKHYIO ABEPb, TOrJa HUKTO YK HE BOMIET CIofia.

W on mpomen B Te aBepH, yepe3 KoTopble BHeC ee. OH omisies, Ourynas; JBepH 3alupasrch
M3HYTPH Ha KJTI0Y U, KPOME TOTO, e1lie 1 KPENOCTH MPHUIU pauch 6ontom. [Tpoxons MUMO 1eBOYKH,
OH elIle pa3 ee yYCIIOKOMJI.

— Tenepb Kperko, ¥ BCe TUXO. .. HOUbIO HUKTO HE TPUIET CIOAA.

OH Hauas oO6xoauTh JoM. OOoIeN Bce KOMHATH M CKOPO JIOMKEH ObUT YOeIUThCS B OTCYT-
CTBUH 3]1€Ch BCSIKOTO KMBOTO CYIIIECTBA, 32 UCKJIIOYEHUEM KOIIKH, KOTOpasi BAPYT CIIPHITHYJIA OTKYJa-
TO U, KaJIOOHO Msyda, CTajla BEPTEThCs BOKPYT ero Hor. Hackoibko MOKHO ObLIIO pas3risiaeTh MpH
CBETE JIHbI, [aJIaBILIEM U3 OKOH, 3TO OBLIO JOBOJILHO OOJIBIIIOE U XOPOIIIO 0OCTAaBIEHHOE MOMEIIICHHUE,
OYEBU/IHO, IOKUHYTOE XO3s€BaMH, a 3aT€M M OCTABIIENCs TPUCITYTOH, yXke ToaBepriieecs rpadbexy
(bpaHITy3CcKMX BOKCK, KOTOpPBIE, KaK M Y (PpaHITyKEHKH, 3a0paJiil 31eCh BCE, UTO TOJIBKO MOXHO OBLIO
3a0parts. [lake ¢ OKOH M iBepell ObLJIM COpPBaHbI 3AaHABECKH, HA YTO YKa3bIBAJIM OCTABIIUECS KAPHHU3bI
Y KOe-TJIe BUCEBIIIME OOPBIBKH MATEPHH.

[Nonoxenue bopuca okaspiBasoch Oe3HanekHbIM. OH HaiesyICs CAATh IEBOYKY KOMY-HHOYIb B
BEpHBIE PYKH, KAKOW-HUOYb JKEHIIUHE, 2 CAMOMY CIeIHTh AoMoit. Ho Tereph 00 3ToM Hevero Obu1o
1 qymats. Bectu ee ¢ co6oii?! Ho koria oH moHuMaU ee U 3aKyThIBaJI B CBOM TLIAII, TO 3aMETHJI, YTO
Ha Hell Bcero ofHa pyoarika, 9y/Iku v Oarmaku. Ero miari, KOpoTKUi 1 He 0COOEHHO IMPOKHIA, He
MOXET 3aIUTUTh €€ OT HOYHOTO XOJIO/IA, @ CEHTSOPbCKAsk HOUb, MOCIIE JOBOJIBLHO TETUIOTO JHSI, OYE€Hb
X0JI0Ha. BOT OTKpHITOE OKHO, ¥ M3 HETO TaK M BPHIBAETCS TIOUTH XK€ MOPO3HBIN BO3IYX.

Jla u, HaKoHeI1, OyJeT i1 OHA B COCTOSIHMM JIOWTHU JI0 UX JIoMa. bacMaHHas BefIb 9TO TaK JajieKo
orciofa! OH MOXET HeCTH ee Ha pyKax... KoHeuHO, OH JIOHeceT ee, y Hero XBaTuT CHJIbI; HO Belb
MaJIO JIM YTO MOXKET CJIyUUThCs IOporou. Beb BOT e 3TOT Herosiii (ppaHily3 Taiui ee, OUYeBU/IHO,
C 1IeJIbI0 HAJIPYTaThCsl HAJl HElo, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OBITh MOXET, yOUTh ee. Besb 910 Teneps 3BepH, a He
mou. [oBopAT, IO HOUaM NUISIOTCS MbsIHBIE BaTar, eCiv He (bpaHIly3bl, TAK PYCCKHUE MACTEpPOBBIE,
OT Mepenos MOTepsIBIINE BCAKMIA PacCyIOK.

OH BepHyJICS K JeBOUKe, He pemmuB Hu4Yero. OHa cujiesna Bes CheKUBIINChH, KYTasiCh B €ro IUIall,
Y OMSATh CKa3aJa:

— AX, KaKk MHE XOJIOTHO!

Ona nmoMuHyTHO B3AparvBajia. OH cesl psiIoM ¢ Helo Ha IMBaH M MoJva risjaen Ha Hee. JIyd
JIyHBI TIAJQJT TIPSIMO Ha HUX U OCBEIAJl UX Juia. Ternepb OH MOT pa3risaeTh ee. ITo ObUla JeBOYKA
JIeT AECATH WM OAMHHAIATH, IpeJiecTHask cO00I0, ¢ OOJBIIMMU, TEMHBIMH, TeTIeph HECKOJIBKO JAUKO
OJMyKJABIIMMU TJIa3aMH, C TOHKUMH YepTaMH HEKHOTO OeTHOro JM4uKa. Ee T0BONMBHO JTTMHHbIE
T'YCTBIE BOJIOCHI OECHIOPSIOUHO MAaaId BOKPYT XOPOIIEHBKOW TOJIOBKH.
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Bopuc rsimen Ha Hee, He oTpbiBasick. Hukoraa eme Oosnee Muiioro pebeHKa OH He BUAAT B
cBoeil ku3HU. EMy Ka3ajioch, 4To OHa He )KMBOE CYIIECTBO, YTO OHA COIIUIA ¢ KAaKOH-HUOYIb YyHOU
KapTuHbl. Takue JuIa MHOTAA IPe3UIMCh €My B €ro MeuTax; HO OH He JyMaJl Jaxe, 9TO UX MOKHO
BCTPETUTD B KU3HH.

W Bapyr 3ta neBovka, KOTOPYIO OH CIac, Jake He pacCykaas O TOM, YTO JAENaeT, KOTOPYIo
MIpUHEC Ha pyKax B 3TOT HEOOMTAEMBIH JIOM M OT KOTOPOH 32 MUHYTY Tiepe]] TeM eMy TaK XOTeJIOCh
M30aBUTKLCS, BAPYT OHA C/eIalach eMy JOpOrou, O1mM3Kou, OyITO OH BCeraa 3Haj ee, OyaTo JI0poxke
ee Y Hero HUKorjaa HUKoro He Obuto. Ternepb OH yke caMm He XOTeN paccTaTbesi ¢ Helo. OH mo3adbut
00 otiie, MaTepH, o 6opHOM Oparte. Bee onacenus, Bce TpeBoru ucuesn. OH TOJNBKO TIIsi/IeN Ha Hee,
Y OHa B CBOIO Ouepe/ib IJIsiAena CBOMMU OOBIIMMY, HEMHUTABIIMMHU I71a3aMH Ha €ro TIOYTH JETCKOe,
HEKHOE U MPHBJIEKaTeIbHOE JIIIO.

[ToTom, BEICBOOOAMB M3-TIO] 3aKYTHIBABILIETO €€ IUIAIa XOJIOAHbIEe, TOHKHME PYKH, Ka3aBIIecs
IIpU CBETE JIyHbl COBCEM BBHITOYEHHBIMHU M3 MpPaMOpa, OHA KPENKo OOBMJIA UMH €ro IIel, Mpurasa
TOJIOBOM K HEMY Ha Tpy/ib ¥ TOPHKO, TOPHKO 3apblaaia.

— Muiasi, yCrioKo¥ics, He T1aub! 3aueM TUIakaTh. .. YCIOKOMCs, MOKaTyHCTa, Ipory Teds. .. 1a
HE TU1a4Yb Ke! — MOUTH C OTYasTHUEM, TIOUTH CaM T'OTOBBIN pa3pblAaThCs, YIIPAIIMBAJ OH ee.

Ho ee cynoposHbie pbiiaHus He npekparaiick. OHa Tak v OUach Ha TPyJM €ro, Bce Kpermye
Y Kpermie 0OOHMMas ero mielo.

— Hla oryero xe Thl riavems? Hy, ckaxu MHe!.. Begp Bce mpoIuio, Tenepb HUKTO HUYETO C
TOOOW He cesaeT... 1 HIKOMY He OTAaM TeOs... s 3amuiny Teds... s Oyay ¢ Todoo... He miays,
HE TUIavb, oXanyucra!..

— AX, KaK CTpaIIHo, KaK CTPAIIHO! — BAPYT CKBO3b PhIIaHMSI POrOBOPHJIA OHA.

Ho ero nackoBblii, yMOJISIIOIIME TOJIOC, OUYEBHIHO, Ha Hee aeiicTBoBal. Ee cynopoxkHble 1BU-
KEHUsI MaJIo-TioMalty Havyaiau ocnadeBarh. OHa 3atuxia. OHa TOJBKO BCXJIMITBIBAJIA M BCE €IIe CHKU-
MaJia ero mielo, ¥ Bce elle npstajia rojoBy Ha ero rpyau. HakoHerr oHa coBceM ycrokomsach. Ee
PYKH ynajiy, OHa OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY JMBaHA W, 3aMETUB, YTO BCS pa3MeTaslach B 9TOM IOPHIBE
OTYasIHUS, THCTUHKTUBHBIM, CTHIIJTUBBIM IBUKEHUEM CTajla KyTaThCsl B IUIAIll, TIO[KUMAst 1of ceOs
HOTH, TIPUKPBIBASI CBOU TOJIbIE KOJICHU.

Bopuc, BeIpocimii ¢ OpatoM, MPHUBHIKIINIA K OOIIECTBY B3POCIIBIX MaJIbUMKOB, BCEIZA JaKe
KaK-TO 9yXkKJQJICS TeX JeBOUYEK, KOTOpble MHOTI/IA TIPUE3KaIN CO CBOMMH poAUTeIsiMU K HUM B [op-
6atoBckoe. M B mocienHee BpeMsi, KOTJla B €r0 TPpe3bl CTAIM BBIPBATHCS KaKUe-TO MOTyHeOecHbIe
CyILIECTBA B )KEHCKOM 00pase, OH BCe ke HasBy He HaXOAWJI UM BOIUIONICHHUS U JAaXe OTAAJISICS OT
obmecTBa cBoUX cBepcTHUIl. OH He yMesl TOBOPUTh C HUIMH, HE 3HaJI, YeM 3aHATh uX. OH noyemy-
TO CUMTAJ BCEX JIEBOYEK INIYIMBIMH, HECIIOCOOHBIMU 3aMHTEPCOBATHCS TEM, YTO €ro MHTEPECOBAJIO,
HECHOCOOHBIMH JaXe TOHSTh €r0 MBICIIH.

W Bapyr Ternepb 3Ta HecUacTHas1, MaJeHbKasi JEBOUYKA MPEBPATHIIACH [JIsI HETO B CaMOE BO3BBI-
IIIEHHOE, CaMOe TMBHOE CyIIeCTBO. M BAPYT OH Halles ciocOOHOCTb TOBOPUTH C HEIO TAKMM HEKHBIM,
JIACKAIOIIM TOHOM, KaKOTrO Y HEro He ObLIO JJake B CaMbIX 3ayIIEBHBIX pPa3roBOpax ¢ MaTephlo.

— Hy, BOT 1 X0poI110, — TOBOPHWJI OH, — Thl YCIIOKOMJIach! 3aueM IJIakaTh, Jydllle CKaXu MHE,
KTO ThI? YUTO ¢ TOOOI0 CITy4nIIOCh, KaK IMOMaa Thl B PyKH 3TOro HerogHoro conara? Kak te6s 30ByT?

— Mens 30ByT HuHoM, — npoienrtania oHa.

— A Te0s Kak? — BIIPYT CIIPOCHJIA OHA B CBOIO OYEPE/ib, COBCEM I0-/IETCKH, U BHIpAXKasi B 3TOM
«Te0s» BCe JIoBEpUe, KOTOPOE OHA Tereph MOYyBCTBOBAA K cBoeMy n3baBuTesio. M 310 «1edsi», 310
MUJIOE, TOBEPYMBOE TOBAPHILECTBO, BHE3AITHO MEX/1y HUMU YCTAHOBHUBINEECS, HATIOIHSIO CEpILe
Bopuca Hukoraa eie He U3BeJaHHBIM UM OJIaKEHCTBOM.

OH ckazai el cBoe uMs.

— Bbopuc! Kakoe xoporieHskoe uMs! — 3ameTnia oHa.

W emre pa3 noBTopumiia eBa CAbIIIHO: «bopuc» U yiabIOHYMach, OyATO HEe OBLIO cefvac 3THUX
OTYAsIHHBIX CJIe3 U PhIIAHUH, OyATO He OBUIO TOTO yKaca, uepe3 KOTOPBIM TaK HeJIaBHO MPOIILIa OHA.
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OHa 0CcTOpPOXKHO BBICBOOOIMIA U3-TIOJ TIJIAIlla CBOIO PYKY M KPErKo cxkayia pyky Bopuca.

— Bor Tak, Tak! — roBopmiia oHa. — Terepb MHe He cTpaniHo. Jlep:ku MeHs 3a pyKy, y Te0sl Takue
TeIJIble PyKH, a MHE TaK XOJIOAHO. AX, eclii Obl Th 3HAJI, Kakas s1 OejiHasA, HecuacTHas nqeBouka! Ecim
OBbI THI 3HAJI, YTO CITyYMJIOCh CO MHO#! §l KWMJa IOYTH roji C MAMEeHbKOM, 371eCh BOT, HEMOJAIeKy. Mbl
npuexayu u3 ['opok, 3To Haia 1epeBHs. . .

— A TBoOM oten?

— ¥V MeHs HeT OTIIa, OH YMep JaBHO-JaBHO, KOrja s1 Oblla COBCEM MaJieHbKas, s JIa)ke ero He
noMHI0. MameHbKa MosI OblTa 100pas... S ee O4eHb, OUYeHb JIIOOMIIA, TOILKO OHA Bce OOJbHA ObLIA.
WHoit pa3 Henemo u Oosnbine nexana. [Ipuexan B ['opku nsaaeHpka Anekceid IBAHOBUY M yTOBOPHUIT
MaMeHbKY B MOCKBY eXxaTh JIeuuThCsl. BOT Mbl U Tipuexaiu ¢ HsHel, ¢ MaTpeHoi, U JOoJIro 3/ech
WM, TOJIKO IOKTOPA HE TIOMOIIM MaMeHbKe. .. M BOT yxke Tpu Helleu, Kak OHa yMepJa. ..

JeBouka 3amonkia. ['onoc ee obopsacs, U3 ria3 OpeI3HYIM cie3bl. OHa cTapaiach MOIABUTh
WX, HO He BBIIEpKajia ¥ CHOBA OTUYAsTHHO 3apbiiaia. bopuc yxke He mpoOoBa ee Tereph yroBapuBaTh.
OH ckytoHnIcs K Herl. OHa Bce Kpermue v Kperrde CKUMAa ee PyKy, a IPyroil pyKoi MpuBJieK K cede
€€ roJIOBKY M TUXOHBKO IIEJIOBAJI €€ TYCThle, MSTKUE BOJIOCHI.

— Hunouka, 6eiHeHbKasi! — 6ecco3HaTeIbHO TIOBTOPSLT OH.

— Her, 3auem 11akath, 3aueM?! — BAPYT MPOM3HECIIA OHA, CAeP:KUBasich. — HsHs npaBay ropo-
PUT: CJIe3aMU TOPIO He TIOMOKeIlb. § yiKe IaBHO 3HasIa, YTO MaMEHbKa HEe MOKET JKUTh Ha CBETe. .. YK
o4eHb ObUIa OHA OOJNbHA. .. OneTHas Takasi, MPO3pavHasi, U CUJIbl yKe HUKaKou He Obuto. [IpoTsHer
PYKY, XOUeT B3fITh CTaKaH — M HE MOXET. fl Bce BO3Jie Hee cujieia U UTh el JaBaia... A oHa Bce
MuJIa BOMY: Kakaa y Hee OblIa Takas. [ToxopoHwIn MaMeHbKYy Ha BaranbkoBckoM kiiaaowuine. [pu-
Be3JIa MEHs HsHs IOMOM... Tak MmycTo... mycTo... KyTKO Tak... Bce s Toraa miakasna, a HSIHs MHe
TOBOPHT, YTOOHI 51 HAaIMcasa ckopee JIsaeHbKe AJiekcelo MIBaHOBUYY, UTOOBI OH MPHE3Kall 32 MHOIO B
Mocky. TyT y Hac 3HaKOMBIX He OBLIO TIOUTH, a KTO TIPUE3Kal K HaM, Te yexaau u3 MOCKBBHI eltie 10
MaMeHbKUHOM cMepTH. COBCEM MBI, COBCEM KaK eCTh OIHU ObLTH C HsIHEl. $1 Hamucana. .. ¥ CTaJid Mbl
KIaTh, KOTJIA IPUEIET AsIeHbKA. A TYT BAPYT (PpaHiry3sl B MOCKBY BOIILIH, TTOKAPBl HAYAIUCH. .. YK
KaK MBI C HSIHEH OOsLTHCh, UTO U HAIll IOM CTOPUT, TIoKanyid. TObKO mpolies JeHb, Jpyrou Mporie,
MBI U BHIIJISTHYTh Ha yauily 6onmcs... CTpacTh Takasi — OTOHb, JJbIM, CO BCEX CTOPOH KpHyYar... Bce
najaer... S Bcsa ApoKy. .. HAHS MEHsl YCTIOKauBaeT, MOJIUTCA. .. M BIIPYT, ¥ BAPYT, 3TO Be4epoM ObLIO,
TPU JIHS MPOIILIO C TeX MOop, CUjelia s B MAMEHbKUHOM CliajibHe, HHS TPOMKO YMTajla eBaHTeNue. . .
Bapyr kak Bcsi KOMHaTa OCBETUTCS. .. K OKOIIIKY Mbl KHHYJIMCh — Ha HaIlieM jiBope roput. Hagenu mbl
Ha ceOsl YTO IMOMaso, BHIOSKAIN HA YIIUILY. .. JIOK/Ib IIIeJT YaCThId TAKOU, OOJIBIION JT0%/1b. JIOJTO MBI
CTOSUIU, TIOUTH HOYb 11e1y10. BoJibilie MOJIOBUHBI JOMa Cropesio, JB€ KOMHATKHU TOJIbKO OCTAIUCh. A Ha
APYToU IeHb TIoXKap MOTyX. MBI B IBYyX KOMHATaX MOCEJMIINChH, A Bce OOSIHCh, KaK ObI KPBIITIa HaJl
HaMM He npoBayniack. [Ipoxunm eme JeHb, Jpyroi MpOXWIA, U HE CTAJIO Y HAC HUKAKON IPOBU-
3un. CeromHs mooOeaiy, a Ha 3aBTpa HET HUYero: HU XJie0a, Hu Kaprodens, Hu msaca. HsaHs B3siia
JIeHbI', MaMEHbKa €l BCe CBOU JICHbI'M OCTABUJIA, a TOBOPUT MHE:

«51 1ebs, HuHouka, 3ampy, OCHIU C YacoK, a s MOUMIY KYIUTIO Ha 3aBTPAIHUN 0Oell 4ero-
HUOY/Ib, a TO UTO ke, He IOMUPATh ke C TOIOIY>.

— A ™Mbl BeJlb B/IBOeM ¢ HsiHel. Martpena ja MBaH yxke deTsipe AHS KakK MPONaJiu. .. IPpOonaJiv 1a
u Tonbko! I'ne onm, Bor ux Bemaer. MHe crpaiitHo oiHOUM Oe3 HSHM, a C Helo WJITH ellle cTpariHee. 5
roBopio: «HstHeuKa, XopoIIo, s 0CTaHyCh, TOJIBKO 3alIPU Thl MEHSI XOPOIIEHbKO, YTOOBI HUKTO BONTU
K HaM HE MOTI».

«KoMmy Tenieps BOWTH, — 9TO HsIHSI MHE CKa3aja, — JIOM CrOpesi».

3arepna oHa MeHsS U ynuia. §I cuxky, CTpaliHO MHe... crpaiHo... [Tnakate crana. Tombko
BJIPYT, CIIblly, cTy4ar. [lymaio, Hy cinaBa bory, HsaHs1 BepHYiach. TOBKO 3a4eM ke CTydaTh e, KITod-
TO OHa ¢ coOoi B3sa. CTyuar Bce... ObIOT B JBEPb... yMajia ABepb, U BXOAAT ABa ¢paHiry3a. Kpu-
yar, OpaHsTCs, BEPHO. .. s MO-ppaHIly3cku He moHuMat. Ctasi Bce IIapyTh, Bce Tiepepblin... [la y
HAC yKe B3ATh ObLIO Heuero. HsHs TOJMBKO MIKATYJI0UKy C MAMEHbKUHBIMU JJCHbraMH M BBIHECIIA U3
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noxapa! ['oBopsIT MHe 4TO-TO (ppaHIly3bl — 51 HE MOHUMAIO, KpU4y TOJIbKO: HsIHs, HsAHs! HeT HsaHM.
HakuHynuch OHM Ha MeHsl, pa3/ieiiy, BCe CHsUIU, BOT B OHOM pyOaIike OCTaBWIH. .. 1 yke He TTOMHIO
KakK ¥ 4TO OBUIO, TOJNBKO CJIbIIIAa — KpUYaT... BAPYT CXBATUJI OH MEHs U TMOHEC, TYT s elle MyIle
KpU4arh crajia... TyT BbICTpe... DTO Thl BHICTPEIUI? A MOTOM 1 yKe HUYEero He noMHio. [lomHio
TOJIBKO, KaK Thl MEHSI TIOJIOKHMJI BOT TYT HA IUBaH. ...

Oma 3amoJT9asia 1 OrsITh IJIsi/ieNia Ha Hero CBOMMH TEMHBIMH, UCITyTaHHBIMU I71a3amu. Ee Onen-
HOE JIMYMKO, 03APEHHOE JIyHHBIM CBETOM, TIOUTH He MMeJIo B cebe JeTCKOro BhipaskeHus. [la u B pac-
CKaze ee ObLJIO BUIHO, YTO OHA TI0 Pa3BUTHIO CTapile CBoero Bo3pacta. OHa ¢ poxaeHus Obuia OKpy-
’KeHa B3POCIIBIMHU, JKHIJIa YeAMHEHHOM XKU3HBIO; YCIiesIa y’ke MHOTO, MHOTO YBU/IaTh; yCTIesia MepPekUTh
TSDKEJIbIe ¥ TOPbKHE BIEYATIeHHs, KOTOpbIe OBICTPO pa3BUBAIOT PeOEHKA.

Koneuno, Bopuc He pa3bupan Bcero 3Toro u 00 3ToM He Jymall, HO OH 3TO 4yBcTBOBajl. OHa
OblIa /11 Hero He MasieHbKasl JeBouka. Ilocie 3Toro ee nmpu3HaHMUS MeXJy HUMU OKOHYATEJIHHO
YCTaHOBUJIACh TIOJTHASI OJIM30CTb.

— Tol ronogHa, Huna? — cipocuut oH.

— Her, — oTBeTH1a OHA, — TOJIBKO MHE Bce X0N0nHO. OH B351 €€ PyKH, CTaJl COrpeBaTh UX CBOUM
IbIXaHbEM.

ITotom oH npuBek ee k cede, 0OHsuI. OHA TpUXKaIach K HEMY U THXO IIIETHYJIA:

— $1 corpenacs, Tenepb MHe XOpoIIo. I HU4Yero He OOI0Ck. .. BOT TaK IMyCTh Obl Bceraa ObLIo.

— Yro OB Beeria 0107 — CIPOCHIT OH.

— Tak, sTa KOMHara... JlyHa 4TOOBI BOT CBETUJIA. .. ¥ ThI, Bopwuc. ..

OnHa npunonHsijia rojoBKY, B3IISIHY/IA Ha HEro, YJbIOHYJIACh M KPEMKO-KPEINKO, 3BOHKO €ro
TOLIEJIOBAJIA, A TIOTOM KaK-TO 3aTUXJIA.

OH cunen He meBesnsicb. OH ciplnall, Kak ObeTCsl ee cepalle M Kak ee COOCTBEHHOe Cepile
OTBEYaeT 3TOMY OUEHMIO.

Cger JyHBI II0rac, He3HaKoMasi KOMHaTa MOTOHY/Ia BO Mpake. bopuc Bce He meBenuics. OH
MIOYTH HU O YeM Tenepb He gymait. OH nmorpyxaics B Kakoe-To moy3absiTbe. OH 4yBCTBOBAI TOJBKO
OJIHO, YTO HUKOT/A ellle B )KM3HU He ObUIO y HETO TaKUX BOJIIIEOHBIX MTHOBEHUH.

— Huna! — mennysn oH.

Ho Huna emy He orBetmia. OHa 3acHyJia Ha Ipyju €ro.

[Tpornuio ere HECKOIBKO MUHYT, M OHA CaM CTaJl 3acChIlaTh, YCTABIIMUA OT TOTO JHS, TIOJTHOTO
TAKMX Pa3HOOOPA3HbIX OIIYIIECHUN.
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IX. Y1po

Oba OHM Ccraiy Tak KPenko U Oe3MsITeXHO, KaK TOJIbKO MOKHO craTh B uX rojsl. Ho Bce xe
MIPOCHYJIMCh HA PACCBETE, U3YMJIEHHO OIJISIIBIBASICh, C IIMPOKO PACKPBITHIMU IJIa3aMHU.

Bomme6nsiit cympak Houu rcues. Vicues myHHbli cBeT. Vicyesnu rpessl. [JHeBHas KU3HD, Oei-
CTBUTEJIHOCTb 3asIBUJIM CBOM TpaBa. M 00a oHU cpasy CpoCHIM APYT Apyra:

— Yro xe HaMm Ternepb JeaTh?

INepen Boprcom Obuta 3Ta criaceHHast UM M COTpeTast MpeieCTHasl IeBOYKa, C KOTOPOHM OH He
XO0TeJ1 Obl HUKOT/IA pACCTaThCsl, HO SICHO CO3HABAJI TENIEPb, UTO PACCTATHCS HA/IO M KAK MOXKHO CKOpee.

Emy npencrapisiicsi OIMH UCXOJ1, OCTABUTH €€ 3[1€Ch, B 9TOM IMOKMHYTOM JIOM€E, B KAKOM-HUOYIb
YKPOMHOM YTOJIKE, 3alepeTh €e XOPOIIEHHKO U OekaTh CKOpee pa3bIiCKMBATh 1O €€ YKa3aHUsM ee
CTapyXy-HSIHBKY.

— Huna, nongpoGHO, XOpOIIIEHHKO pacCKaki MHE, T/ie Ball JOM.

Okazasock, 4To 3TO O4YeHb OJIM3KO, B TOM 3Ke Iepeyike. bopuc nepenasn 1eBovYKe CBOM IUIAH.
Oma ucryranach, HO IOJKHA ObLJIa CO3HATHCS, UYTO B TAKOM BHJIE, B KAKOM ObLJTa OHA, TO €CTh B UYJIKaX,
OalMakax, KOpOTEeHbKOUM pyoOalke U riame boprca, eil OyaeT oueHb XOJOJHO OeXarh 1Mo YJIUIIE.
Kyrasce B muami, oHa Beiien 3a bopucom oTnpaBuiiack ocMarpuBaTrh MOMEIIEHUE, B KOTOPOM OHU
Haxoquch. OHM HaOpeau Ha caMylo JaJIbHIOK MaJIeHbKYI0 KOMHATY, T/ie ObUIO BCErO OJHO OKOIIIKO
C JBOMHBIMHU HEBBICTABJIEHHBIMU paMaMH U C KPENKMUMU CTABHSIMU, 3aMMPABIIMMUCS U3HYTPH.

— Bor 181 OcTanbcs 3nech, Huna, a s1 BepHYCh CKOpO.

Ho neBouka BOpyr rpoMKO 1 TOPBKO 3aruiakasa.

— Her, ne mory, He Mory! — CKBO3b c1€3bl IOBTOPslJIa OHA. — A YTO €CJIU Thl HE HAWAEUIb HAHIO?
A 4To eciu THl He BepHellbes. .. Beap g ympy... Her, He Mory, Hu 3a 4To He mory!..

— Tak kak xe HaM OBITb?

— S yx mydme mobery Tak, 31ech OJM3KO, MPaBO, OYeHb OJIU3KO... 51 He 03510HYy. ..

— A ecny KTO YBUJIUT, OyleT CMesThCs?

— Iyctb cmetores. .. Pa3se s BuHOBaTa. Het, muelii. .. ronyouuk bopuc, noinem Bmecte. S
HU 32 4YTO 3[€Ch HE OCTaHYCh. ..

Jenatb Heuero, NpUILIOCh COITIACUTHCS C HEIO.

OHu npoluM K BBIXOTHOU J1BepH, bopuc ee otnep, BuImIsiHY Ha yiauiy. Bee mycro. ComnHile
elle He BCTajo. XO0JI0IHOe, [IOUYTH MOPO3HOE YTPO.

OH noBepHysics K HuHe, BO MrHOBEHHE 3aKyTal ee IJIaIloM, KaK TOJIbKO MOXKHO ObLJIO JIydIle
U, TIpeXkJIe YeM OHa yCIiesa OUHYThCs, CXBATHB €€ Ha PyKH, COeKall CO CTyNEeHeK KPbUIbLIA.

— Kyna? I'oBopu. .. [Toka3biBail.

— Ilyctu mens1, Bopuc, Beap s Tsokenas, s cama gooery. [IpaBna, MHe He XOJIOTHO!..

— 41 Tak Gortock, UTO TH OOJIbHA Oyzelb Tocie BuepaiiHero. Her, Tl Jierkasi, s He 4yBCTBYIO
COBCEM TSIKECTH, WU JlyMaelllb, 4TO y MeHs cuibl Masio? ['oBopu!

— Haseso... Bee npsamo Teneps. .. [Ipamo. ..

On no6exait. OH, IeHCTBUTENLHO, HE YyBCTBOBAJ TSKECTH. MeHee ueM dyepes MATh MUHYT OHU
obuH yxe y nienm. Crenys ykazanusm HuHel, oH BO@Xkasl BO IBOpP, BECh 3ar POMOKIEHHBIA OOYTJINB-
IMMHUCS OpeBHAMU, KUPITUIAMU, OCTaTKaMH 00ropesioi MeOeH.

— Bor 1yT... BOT 310 KpBLIEUKO. .. — roBopwia Huna coBcem ynasimmm rojgocom. — ['ocnionny,
a 4To ke ec/Iy HeT HsAHU?!

Bopuc, Bce He Bbiyckast HuHy, 130 Beeid CHITBI CTYKHYJT HOTOHM B HeOOJIbIIyIo 1Bepb. OHa Oblia
3ariepta. OH CTYKHYJI elle pas.

— Kr0 Tam? — nocislmancs ucryraiHsii royoc.

— Hsmns... Ona! — pagoctHo BckpukHyna Huna. — 910 ... §, HAHeuka, oTBOpsi cKopei!
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JIBepb OoTBOpHIIAaCh. BhIMIAHYNA pacTpenaHHas TolcTas crapyluka v, yBuasa bopuca, nepxkas-
niero Ha pykax Huny, BcruiecHyna pykamu. Bopuc npomen B 1Beppb u ciiycruin Huny Ha nosn. Cra-
PYIIKa KUHYJIaCh K Heid, ceOsl He TOMHS, TJIaKasa, MPHYUTaa, CMeslach.

— Hunouka, GapbilHs MOsi HeHarIsiiHast, 305m0tast! A s-To yke He Jasiia TeOsl BUJIeTh, Bce I1a3a
BhlTUTakama. ['ocmogu, otkyma Tei? Yto ¢ To6010 cranock? Uto takoe? O, Boxe Th MO, MOYEHBKU
Her! [TpubGexana s BYepa... [IBepb orrnepra... Teds Hety... Tak u moBaymiack. Jla, 4To xe 3TO ThI,
30JI0Tas MO4, 4TO Ha TedOe?

Omna pacnaxHyna Iuiai ¥, yBUIEBIIM, 4To Ha HuHe moutu HUdYero He ObUIO, 3apoXkaja BCeM
TEJIOM.

— Axtu! Yto xe 310?.. [la rie xe TBoe riaTbuiie?

— Hsans, munas, ycrokoricsi! A To Bedb Kak ke 51 Oyay rOBOpUTb, KOTIa ThI CJIOBA HE Jaelllb
CKa3aTb.

— T'oBopwm, roBopw, poaHas... O, I'ocnogu!

Crapymka Kpectuiach, oOHMMana J1eBouky. [IoToM ¢ m3ymieHHeM M CTpaxom Iisijienia Ha
Bopuca, koTopelil MOJTYa 1 KaK-TO CKOH(PYKEHHO CTOsUI IIepe]] HEl.

Ho Bot Hakonenr bopucy u Hune ynanocs, iepeOuBasi Ipyr apyra, paccka3aTh CTapoil HsHE
BCe, Kak Obut0. HsHs mpu3aTuxia, kaaHo ciylas ux, He IPOPOHKUB HU OiHOTO ciioBa. [Totom Bapyr
CTajla OHa y4aIlleHHO KJaHsTbcsl Bopucy.

— Cnacu6o Tebe, cynapuk! Benmmkoe criacu6o... ['ocnons Harpaaut 1ebs1 3a 1oOpoe 1es1o, 4To
criac Thl MOIO OAPBIIITHIO, CHPOTMHOYKY OeTHEeHBKYIO. .. ['ocronps HarpaauT Teosl. . .

— Tonbko Kak xe B Terepb Oymere? — BIpPYT, OneaHes1, cripocws bopuc. — Benp MHe Hano
IIOMOM, He MeIlIKasi, cefdac Hajo.

— UYro xe, Oatiomika, ctynaii — bor He 6e3 mwioctu! Yike s Terephb ee, cepAeyHylo, HU Ha
MHUHYTOYKY HE OCTaBJIIO, YK€ HE OTIYIIy ee OT ceOsl.

— [la Beap onATh (ppaHily3sl NpuilT MOTyT. ONAATH CJIOMAIOT ABEPH. ..

Crapyxa pa3Besa pyKaMu.

— 3a rpexu Bor Hakazanm — uto yx TyT. OnHa Hajgexaa — npuenet OapuH, Anekcerd MIBaHbIY,
BO3bMET Hac. [la HeT; 51 BOT UTo crenai. Mul noitiem orcioa. .. Buepa, Hunouka, s1 Matpeny Cre-
[IAaHOBHY BCTpETWJIA, 3Haelllb, yail, Matpeny CrenaHoBHy. Tak oHa MeHs 3Bajia: IPUXOIUTE, MOJ, C
OapbIIIIHEe, TOCIoa BaC MPUMYT C paIoCThI0. [JoM MX, BUIIIb ThI, IIEJT OCTAJICS, U IBE CTapble OapbIITHA
u3 MockBbl He yexaau. Codpairch ObIJIO COBCEM, J1a YTO-TO 3aMEIIKAJIHCh, & TYT HEMPUATENb — 1 He
JOBENOCh yexarb. Tenepb, roBopuT Marpena CtenaHOBHa, y HUX (DpaHIly3bl [IOCTOM CTOSAT J1a HUKa-
KOTO 371a M He JIeJIaloT, a JaXe B 3alUTy UM OT CBouX. BOT Tyna u noiinem. 310 yX He TakK, YTOObI
OYEHb Jajieye. ..

— Tak 51 1 mpoBOXKyY Bac! — OBICTPO BOCKIMKHYJ Bopuc, pagysich, 4To ecTh Kakoi-HUOYAb UCXONT
13 3TOT0 HEBO3MOKHOT'O MOJIOKEHMU .

OH 4yBCTBOBaJ, 4TO HE B CHJIaX OCTaBUTh HUHY B 3TUX IBYX KOMHaTax 0Oropesioro Joma c
OecCHJIbHOM CTapyXoi, 3a pa30UTON BUepa MbSHBIMU COJIIATAMU JIBEPbIO, KOTOpasl ejie 3amupaiach
Ha KPIOYOK U Bcs OblTa pacmarana. Ho BApyr oH cMyTHsics.

— Jla kak xe oHa noiieT Tak? { npuHec ee, KOHEUHO, MOTY OMSITh HeCTU. TOMBKO eciii 3TO He
OYeHb OJIM3KO, TaK Thl TOMOXEIIb MHE, HSIHS.

— 3aueM ee HeCTH, cama MOKUIET, — BCe ellle JApokailasi OT HEIaBHUX MYUYEHUI U HEXJAaHHON
pagocTH, HO B TO k€ BpPeMsl JTyKaBO YCMEXHYBIINCH, CKa3asa HsHs. — VI3Bepru-To mapuiu, Mmapuiu,
12 HEe TOUIAPUIIN — CYHIyYOK-TO 3[IECh — HE HAIIUIH €T0. ..

Omna npoiia B cCoCeJHIOI0 KOMHATy, 3a Heto bopuc u Huna. Tyt B ymiy crosiyla KpoBaTth, Ha
KOTOpOH yXe He ObUIO HU MOAYIIKHU, HU ofesa. HsaHs oToaBuHyna KpoBaTh. OKa3ayioch, YTO MOA
HEI0 OTKphIBaeTcs nososuila. Koneuno, ecnm Obl BYeparHue (ppaHily3bl He ObUIM TaK IbsSHBI, OHU
ObLIM 3TO 3aMETUJIH, IOTOMY YTO MOJIOBUIIA OTKPHIBAIACH ITOCPEICTBOM BBUHUEHHOT'O B TTOJT KOJIBIIA.
HsiHs OTKpbLJIa MOMOBHUILY U U3 IOBOJIBHO IMPOCTOPHOTO YIITyOIeHus MOJ TI0JIoM, ¢ oMoIbio bopuca,
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BHITAlMIIA CYyHTy4oK. OHa OTrepsa ero ObIBIIMM B €€ KapMaHe KJII0UOM, BHITAIIMIIA OTTYJa Y3€JIOK
¢ OesbeM, MOTOM MaJIeHbKYIO I00KY, TUIAThHIIE, IEIKOBBIN IaToK. [ToToM mosiBUIach HeOOIbIas
IIKaTyJIKa, 0OUTas KOXel, C MeJHBIMH yTJIAMHU.

— Tyt BOT Bce, 4TO Mocye OapbIHU OCTANIOCH, Bee ee Oymaru na aeHpru. Cinasa tede, ['ocrom,
Bce B coxpanHoctu! Hy, cynapuk, BOT ¥ eCTh BO UTO 0OfieTh HUHOUKY, TEIJIOro TOJILKO HUYErO HeT,
TaK THI yXKe JI03BOJIb €i B TBOEM ILIAIIUKE JOOEKATh.

— Camo coboii! — ckazan Bopuc. — Tonbko Kak e? XOoTs 1 paHo Tenepb OYeHb, a BCE K& MOKEM
C KeM-HHUOY/Ib M3 3TUX HEroJisieB BCTPETUThLCS, YBUST MIKATYJKY... OTHUMATh CTaHYT.

— Tak, Tak, 6GaTiolKa, 3T0 TOYHO, — 03a00YEHHO TOBOPWJIA HSHS, — Ky/Ja e HaM JieBaTh ee?
31ech OCTaBUTh OOSI3HO!

— KoneuHo, 311ech ee Hesb3s1 OCTaBUTh. A BOT UTO MBI cliesiaeM! — penmi HakoHell bopuc. —
OTBOpHM TH ee, HsIHS, U BBIOEpEeM BCe, UTO B Hel ecThb, cebe Mo KapMaHaM. Buauiib, Kakue y MeHs
KapMaHbl OOJIbIIIME, MHOTO B HUX MTOMECTUTh MOXHO. Koe-uTto Thl cebe 3a ma3yxy CyHelllb, KOe-4To
Huna nopn niammom npoHecTH MOKET.

Hsns nomymMana HEeMHOXKKO, TIOIO3pUTEIBHO B3MIsAHYIA Ha Bopuca.

— Borom kJisiimack GapelHe He BBITYCKATh U3 PYK MIKATYJIKY!.. — MpOIIenTaia OHa.

Ho nenathb 6110 HeYero, M OHa Kak OyJTO cama YCTBIIUIIaCh CBOEH HeIOBepUMBOCTH K Bopucy.
OHa oTrepia MKaTyJIKy MaJeHbKUM KJTIOYUKOM. B mikatynke Oblmi Oymaru, OaHKOBbIE OWJIETHI U
HEKOTOpbIE JIParolicHHbIE BEIIIH.

B 10 Bpems kak oHa OepekHO BBIKJIapIBasIa Bce 310, HuHa yxke ObICTpO Hajemna 100Ky, Iia-
ThULIE, TOBsA3aj1a ceOe TOOBY IJIATOYKOM, a CBEPXY OMATh HaKMHYJIa ruiamy Bopuca.

— Bor s u rotoBa! — nporoBopuia oHa, yJIb0asCh CBOEW MUJIOW, TPYCTHOM YJIBIOKOW U HE TO
CTBIIJIUBO, HE TO PAJJIOCTHO MOMIsiAbBast Ha boprca. OHa mouTy Oecco3HaTeIHbHO PaIoBajiach TOMY,
YTO Terephb OfieTa Nepel HUM Kak clienyer. Yepe3 MUHYTY Bce OHHM TPOE, Pa3MECTHB 3a Ma3yXou U 10
KapMaHaMm OyMard ¥ Bellld, BBIIILIA BO 1BOp. HsHs Hecna y3elok ¢ OebeM.

— Bpocbs, HsAHS, Opock, — CKa3aa, 3aMeTUB y3eJoK, HuHa, — HAaKUHYTCSI, OTHUMYT. ..

Ho HsHs nokayvasna roiaoBoil.

— Her, GapbiiiHs, KO BCTPETUM KaKOTO HEIOOPOro C BUAY YelloBeKa, TOrja eMy B POXKY U
OpolIly y3eJ0K — IyCTh OH UM MOAABUTCS. A MOXeT, ¢ Boxkbell MOMOIIBI0 U ITpoHeceM OJIarornoyJHo.
A TO Kak *ke Tede ObITh 6e3 UyJIOK 1 COpoUeK ?!

Hwuna 3amomyasa. OHu OBICTPO MOIUTY TIO MepeyiKy. Bee mo-npexHeMy ObLIO THXO, M OHU OJ1a-
TOTIONTYYHO COBEPIIFIIN CBOE HEOOJIBINIOE My TEIIECTBUE, BCTPETUB BCETO HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK PYCCKHUX,
KOTOpBIE JIake He 0OpaTWIM Ha HUX HUKAKOTO BHUMaHWs. HakoHeIl B OMHOUM U3 YJIUI] HSHS OCTaHO-
BUJIACh Mepeji JOBOJIBHO OOMBIIMM JIoMOM. OHU MPOIIUTM B KAJTUTKY, JOOPATUCH JIO 3a/THETO BXO/IA B
nom. B nome Bce ernie, oueBUIHO, criai. HsaHs mogodpaiack K 3HAKOMOMY €l OKOIIIKY, TIOCTY4Yaiach,
MPUCITYIIAJIACh, MPHJIOKUBIINCH YXOM K cTekiy. [Totom eme pa3 mocryyanack. Ee OKJIMKHY KTO-
TO U3HYTPU.

— Marpena CremnaHoBHa, 51 370, ... OTBOpH, caenail boxeckyio MUIoCTh!

Ckopo aBepb oTBOpHIIach. [Toxkwias, MOYTEHHOTO BU/IA KEHIIMHA, TIO BCEM MPH3HAKaM KOHO-
MHKa U3 XOPOIIETo JIOMa, BHIIILIA HA KPBLUICUKO.

Hsansa ckazana eit, B yem neno. Marpena CtenaHoBHa npuriacuia ux BouTd. OHU MpOILIU
CEHIIBI, TIOTOM KOPHJIOPYMK M OUYTHJIMICh B CBETJION M BeCeJIeHbKON KOMHATKE, YUCTO, XOTs U He3a-
TEWIMBO MPUOPAHHOM.

— Xoporo caenaia, MaTyIIKa, 4To MprBesia OaphlliHi, — roopwia Marpena CtenaHoBHa, —
naBHO Obl moraganack! Benms BpemeHa HeiHYe kKakue?! Hy kak Tak MOKHO Tebe, TAKOU CTapyIIIOHKE,
BJIBOEM C JTUTEH. ..

— Maryika Tl MOsI, — OTBeYaJIa HsHS, — JIa Bellb YK U He 3Haelllb, Kak ObITb-TO! Beb mouemy
sl OCTaJlach — CO JIHSI Ha JeHb KJana, uto Asiekceit iBanbiu npueser. .. [Ipuener ox, a 10M-To moro-
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penbiid, Hac Hety... Hy rae oH OapeimHio uckats Oyner?! Bot u Teneps, npusena s ee. [Iputoture,
noGpeie sonu! A cama onsTth Tyna. .. Byay sxknare Anekcesi iBaHoBuuva. ..

— 9710 MBI ynaguM! — ckazana Marpena CrenaHoBHa. — BoT rocnioza BctaHyT, IpoBeay 51 K HUM
OapBIIIHIO, YTO-TO OHU CKAKYT — MOXET, BCE M yJIaauTcs. A Bbl, cynapb? — obparuiack oHa Kk Bopucy,
TOJIBKO Terepb 0OpaTUB HA HEero BHUMaHue. — [103BoIbTE Bac CIIPOCUTH — KTO BBl Takou Oyaere?

Bopuc cmytuics. Ho Hsaus ero Beipyuria. OHa cKazania, YTo OH criac OaphlIHIO, YTO, MOJI, He
Oy/ib 3TOro MOJIOOro OapuHa, Tak HUHOYKY ¥ B KHBBIX HE ObLJIO ObI TETIEpb.

— AX, crpactu! — ropopuiia Marpena CrenanoBHa. — Bot BpemeHna! Bor Boxeckoe Haka3zanbe!..
Jletn mMaJible — ¥ Te Yero-4ero Hu HaBU/IAIoTCs, Kak HA HaMy4JaroTcst!

OHa 111y0OKO B3JJOXHYJIA U TTEPEKPECTIIIACh.

— Bel, cynapb, 000k auTe ToXe, MOBUIATECH ¢ TocrogaMu. .. OHU pajibl OyayT.

— Her, s He mory Oonbiiie! — ckazan Bopuc. — S momkeH 1oMoi uarTy.

OH BBUIOXKHJI U3 CBOMX KapMaHOB BCE, YTO ObLJIO MM B3ATO U3 IIKATYJKH, U MEpefan HsHe.
C kakuM Obl HacTaxaeHueM oH octascs emie ¢ Hunoit! Ho rpessl mponum. OH co3HaBa1 AEHCTBH-
TEJIbHOCTb.

— [Mpomait, Huna! — mporoBopuJi oH. — A Bbl MHE TIO3BOJITE HaBEIAThCsI? — CIPOCHII OH, 00pa-
masicb K Marpene CtenaHoBHe.

— Crhenaiite MUJIOCTB, Bceraa paapl Oymem!.. Kak ke MoxkHO, 6osbilioe ofomkeHue. .. [Iporry
MOKOpHO. .. Y rocniona papt OyayT.

— Ilpomait, Huna! — npotsarusas pyku K I€BOUYKE, [IOBTOPUJI OH.

Hwuna B3r1siHy/a Ha HEro U BIPYT OpocHiach K HEMY Ha IIEI0 KPEMKO, KPETKO ero Hemys.

— IIpormaii, — roBopuia oHa, — TOJIBKO Thl BO3Bpalaiicss HerpemenHo! Crplmmiib, bopuc, —
Be/Ib BEPHEIIIbCs, He OOMaHeIh ? !

— He oOmaHy, — cka3aJl OH eil.

— Bo3bMu cBoil muany! — BApYT, BCIIOMHUB, KPUKHYJIA IEBOYKA.

OH He crpiian ee 1 He moHuMail. OH nokJoHuIcs Matpene CtenaHOBHE, MOKJIOHWICS HSIHE U
CKOPO, CKOPO, HA Ha KOTO He IJIsi/isA, BBIIIET B KOPUIOPYMK, B ceHH. [Iporresn yepes ABOp v BhIOeKa
Ha yJIUIy.

OH ocTaHOBWJICSI HA MTHOBEHHUE, COOOpas3mil JOpory 1 rnoMmyasics K bacManHo#, 6e3 MUIATb,
0e3 IU1ama, MOJHbIA TPEeBOTH, ONMACEHUM, HO B TO K€ BPeMsi C KAKMM-TO IIMPOKUM, HOBBIM, €IIe
HEBEIOMbIM €My UYBCTBOM.
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X. BunoBarbin

B nome y l'opbaroBeix Bopuca XBaTuimch 04eHb CKOpO.

AHIITMYaHYH BBIIIEN K YTPEHHEMY Yal0 HECKOJIBKO CMYILeHHBIH 1 00bsiBul Cepreto Bopuco-
BUYY Ha €ro BOIIPOC O ChiHE, YT0 bopuc, BepHO, TY/ISIeT B cay, XOTsl OH ceiyac 00OoIesn cajl i HUre
ero He BCTPETHII.

— Korga e oH BoIIesn?

— JIo/KHO OBITh, OYEHb PAaHO! — OTBETHJI AHIJIMYAHHH. — 5] TIPOCHYJICS B BOCEMb YacOB U yBUJIEI,
YTO €ro yKe HeT B CIaJIbHE.

[Mpomwio ¢ momvaca. OTel mocian ero pa3bicKUBaTh B cay. Ho nocnanHsiil BepHYIICs, OObSBUB,
YTO €ro permTeIbHO HUre HeT. Torna Hauaiach TpeBora.

BHITh MOXET, OH, HECMOTPSI Ha BCE 3ampelieHus1, Boiea Ha yauiy. Crnpocunu cropoxka. Cro-
POX CO3HAJICS, UTO MOJIOZION OapyH ellle MoYMUTai Ha 3ape MPHUKa3al OTBOPUTH ceOe KAIUTKY U IIpH-
Ka3aJl Tak BJIACTHO, YTO OH, CTOPOX, HE CMEJI OCITyLIAThCS.

TatbsiHa BnaguMupoBHa, o 0OBIKHOBEHHIO, HE OTXOAMJIA OT chiHa, U Cepreit BopucoBid nouru
10 camoro odena CKpbIBajl OT Hee oTcyTcTBUe bopuca. Kapnik HemenieHHO ke OTIpaBUIICs pasbic-
KHMBaTh 110 TOPOy cBoero moodumiia. beuti pasocnans moan. OQHU BO3BpALIAJIKCh, APYTUE OTIPAB-
JsMCh Ha Torcku. Ho Kak ke BO3MOXKHO ObLIO ero OTBICKAaTh B TAKOM ropope, kak Mocksa! Cep-
reil BopucoBud ObUT B IOMTHOM oTuyasiHiU. OH npegayBcTBOBa 3T0. OH eXeHEBHO OOSUICS KaKOH-
HUOY/Ib BBIXOAKH co cTopoHbl Boprca. C nercrBa haHTaCTUIECKHIA, CBOEBOJIBHBIN MAJILUUK, OPOJIATa,
vcKaTenb npukinodeHuit!.. OH U HeromoBasl, CepAUJICS Ha HEro, U B TO ke BpeMsl TIOHMMAJ ero, a
MyIlle BCEro YyBCTBOBAJI TEMeEpb OJIHO — YTO HECUaCTHee ero HeT HUKOro Ha cBeTe... Kak oH ckaxer
xeHe? Yto ¢ Heto Oyaer? Korna on Bopotutcsi? Boporutes n? EMy npeactaBIisiiuch BCSIKUE YKACHL.
OH He BBITEpIIEN U CaM OTIIPABUIICS HA TIOUCKU. Bpoaui 10 odena no yauiam 1 BepHYJICs, He Halas
coiHa. K oGeny Beinuia TatbssHa BraguvupoBHa. Mysk B3IJISSHY/I Ha Hee W MOPA3KICs BhIpAKEHUEM
ee JIMLIAa, OHO BCE TaK U CUSJIO CYACThEM.

— Bornoge nyurie! Jlyudiie! — BocTopskeHHO 0ObsIBIIA OHA. — Terneph HET HUKAKOTO COMHEHUS.
4 nonro mymana, yro ®pani; KapioBud MeHs yTemaet, ToBOPsi, YTO IPOU30IIES KPU3UC U UTO HAUH-
HaeTcsl BbI3I0OpOBJieHUe. Tenepb s cama BUXKY, UTO OH mpaB. [loiigem, MuJbiid, oiaeM. .. Bamisaau
Ha Hero... OH yxke MOXeT cuaeThb... sKapy Hukakoro. OH ¢ anmneTuToM BhIII OYyIIboH. .. Jla e xe
Bopuc? Bonoas 30Ber ero. ..

— Bopuc! — kpukHyna oHa, [ymasi, YTO OH B COCE/IHEl KOMHATE; HO HUKTO HE OTO3BAJICS.

Myx Momua crosit iepef; Heto. OHa B3IUIsSIHY/Ia Ha HETO U C U3yMJIEHUEM OTIIATHYJIACh.

— Yro 310?! 4 npuHecna Tede TaKyl0 pagocTh, a Thl TAKUMHU IJIa3aMU Ha MEHsI CMOTPHIIIb?!
UYro cnyuunnocs?!.

W Bipyr MaTepuHCKOE Cepaiie yrajano UCTUHY.

— Bopuc! C aum uto-uubys?!. [la ropopu... ['oBopu, pagu Bora... He Tomu, He ckpbIBai. ..
I'ne bopuc?!. Yto c Hum?!.

— He nyraiicsa, noxanyiicra!! — yepes cuity BeiroBopuil Cepreit bopucosuu. — [Toeps MHe,
CTPAIIIHOTO HUYEro HeT.

— Ha uro ¢ Hum? Yro ciayumioch?!

— Bor munoctuB. OH 310pOB... TONBKO €r0 HET... HUTJe HAWTH He MOTYT... C yTpa yIlIen u3
0MYy. ..

OHa Tak ¥ BCIUIECHYJIa pyKaMH.

—Tocrionu! la Bes1b OH 06eIman He yXOOUTh. .. Besib Thl ke pacriopsiiuiicst, 4TOObI ero He BBIITyC-
KaJid. .. Kak *ke 310?! Uiyt sm ero?! Iomumm ckopee Bo Bce CTOPOHBI.
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—9TO IaBHO YK€ CIeJIaHO, U s CaM TOJIBKO YTO BEpPHYJICS. .. He TpeBOXKbCs TONBKO. .. KOHEYHO,
OH K Beuepy BEpHETCs, U 3a TaKOe HEeMocyllaHue Hago OyleT cTporo B3bicKarh ¢ Hero. [loiinem k
Bosone u ycniokoiics.

Onu nonwm K 60J1IbHOMY ChiHy. U 9T0 ObIT0 G0JTBINIOE CUACThe U JIIS1 HUX, U 111 Bopuca, 4To
Brnangumup, neficTBUTENIbHO, OKA3aJICs B JIyUIIeM COCTOSTHIU. DTa palocTb, KOTOPYIO OHH TaK XK JaJIH
Y Ha KOTOPYIO Y€ COBCEM MepecTaay HAIesAThCsl, yMEHbIIINIA TOMUTEIBHOCTh OXUAAHUNA U Oecro-
KoiicTBa. Mesx 1y TeM Bpems 1uio. JlaBHO HACTYNIM cyMepKu. HekoTopble 13 MOCIaHHBIX M KapinK
BepHy/uch HU ¢ yeM. Het Bopuca — 1a u Tonbko! ['opOaToBbl, Kap/IvK U IOUTH BCSI IPUCITYTa, KOTOPast
OblJ1a MICKPEHHO MpeaHa CeMENCTBY, MTPOBEJTH MOUTH OECCOHHYIO, TPEBOKHYIO HOUb. Ho BOT mpuIiuio
yTpo — Oerier] Bo3Bparuiics. OH Boies OeAHbId, IPOKaIIni, ¢ OMyIeHHIMU Ta3amu. OH yxe
MOHMMAJI, CKOJIbKO MYK TMPHYMHII OTITy ¢ Matepbio. OH e/1Ba CAEPKUBAJICS OT PhIIAHUI.

TatbsiHa BraguMupoBHa KMHY/IACh K HEMY, OXBATHJIA €rO KPENKO pyKaMu, Ipukajia ero K
TPy CBOEH.

— Xus! 3nopos! Huvero ¢ Todoit He ciyumnocs?!.

Oma, Kperikas, cIepKaHHasi ¥ XOpOIIO BJaJeBIIasi cOOOI0 KEHIMHA, BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJA
MOJIHYIO ¢1ad0CTh U TPOMKO 3apbigaia. Cepreil BopucoBuY X0Tes BCTPETUTh ChIHA CTPOTUMHU YIIpe-
KaMH, THEBOM U He cymeln 31oro. OH 4yBcTBOBaN cebsi BO3POXKICHHBIM, CYACTIIMBBIM, TIOMOJIO/IEB-
mmM. [71a3a ero cBeTUJIMCh U BBIJABAJIM €T0 JIyIIIEBHOE COCTOSTHHE.

— I'me xe ThI OBUT, pa30oiHUK?! — KpUKHYJ OH. — ['oBOpU Bclo mipaBay! [locmoTpum, ecTh
y Te0s1 XOTb Kakoe-HUOY/Ib ONpaBaaHue. . .

Bopuc pacckazan. Onpapnanuii 66110 MHOrTo. OH criacayl KeHIMH U JeTell — 3TOT HOBHIN
phIIIapb 6e3 cTpaxa u ynpeka.

— Ax 181, loH-Kuxor! — nporosopun Cepreit bopucosuy.

Manbuuk B3MJISIHYJI Ha OTIA COBCEM OOMKEHHBIH, TYObl €ro JAPOTHYJIM; HO OH HE CKa3asl HU
cnoBa. CrieHa ¢ 6e3yMHBIM CTapUKOM, B KOTOPOrO OH XOTeJN CTPeNsTh Kak BO (ppaHIry3a, AeHCTBH-
TEJIBHO, AaBaJjia OTIy MpaBo Ha3BaTh ero JloH-Kuxorom. Ho B TO ke BpeMsi OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO HE
BUHOBAT, YTO JIEUCTBOBAJ He JypHO. He BUHOBAT ¢ OHON CTOPOHBI U OUYeHb BUHOBAT ¢ apyrou! Kak
e MPUMHUPHUTH 3T0? U B mepBbIil pa3 B KU3HU €My SICHO CTaJIO, YTO TPYIHO, TPYIHO COBCEM JIake
HEBO3MOXKHO TaK XUTh U MOCTYMaTh, 9YTOOBI CO BCEX CTOPOH OBITh MPABBIM. . .

— A o Opare 1 He CrIpOCHITIb?! — TPOrOBOPUIT OTEIl.

— Yro on?! Yto?! — ucnyranuo mennyia bopuc.

— Yro! au ckopeit k Hemy... OH yxe 1aBHO TeOsl KJIET. .. JaBHO TeOs KT U He TOHNMAeT,
OTYEro Thl He ujellb. .. Jlydine emy, cinaa bory! Tonbko Tl He B3yMaid, okaTyicTa, paccKa3blBaTb
O TBOMX MPHKJIIOYEHHUSIX — ITO €r0 B3BOJIHYET. ..

— He Gyny, koneuHo!

— A motom — cityiai ere ofHo! — Haiis BAPYT B ceOe cTporuii ToH, noropopui Cepreii bopu-
coBuu. — Ciymaii! Tel JoKa3ai, 4To TBOMM OOEIIAHMSIM ONACHO BEPUTh, & MOTOMY YK HE B3BIIIU —
Tenepb Thl JICHHUK !

Bopuc moBecut ObLIO TONOBY, HO U3BECTHE O TOM, UTO OpaTy JIydille, TaK ero 00paioBasio, 4To
OH 3a0BUI [TOKA BCE OCTAJIbHOE 1 MOCTEIIIII B KOMHATy 0os1bHOrO0. Bee odomnock. HecMoTps Ha ykac-
HYI0 OOCTaHOBKY, CpEJJM 3aHSITOTO HETIPUSTENIeM, COXKEHHOTO Topojia, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE NeYasibHbIe
00CTOSITENTLCTBA B jIoMe [ 0pOaTOBBIX, B 3TOT J€Hb OBUT CJIOBHO OOJIBIIION M PaJIOCTHBIA MPa3THUK.
UYro xe KacaeTcst X03sieB, TO OHU YYBCTBOBAJIM CeOs1 TAKUMH CUACTIIMBBIMU, Oy/ATO BEPHYJIUCh CaMBbIe
CBETJIbIE, camMble JIydllie JHA MX Mojonoctd. OQuH ChiH OJAronoiyqHo BEPHYJICS TOMOM, Jpyrou
BBI3JIOPABJIMBAET — Yero xke Oosnpiie!

C storo gus 3a Bopucom, nelcTBUTENbHO, ObUT HA3HAUYEH CaMblil cTporuii Hauzop. [pucyre
ObLJIO IaHO CTPOroe MPHUKa3aHUe He BHITYCKATh €ro U3 BUAy. Kapnuk mpouest emy OOJbIITyI0 HOTalUIo
1 JaXe J0BeJI ero J0 clie3, 10 CBoeMy 00bIualo, KapTHHHO n3o0paxkas otdasaue Ceprest bopricoBnya
u TarbssHbl B1aauMupOBHBI.
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AHIIIMYaHYH, BHYTPEHHE OYeHb Jake OfI0OPSBIIMN MOCTYIOK CBOErO JIOOMMOTO BOCIHTAH-
HHKa, He MOKa3bIBaJI €My, OJJHAKO, ¥ BU/Ia, YTO JOBOJIEH MM; HAIIPOTHB, OH KOPUMJI CaMyIO CTPOTYIO,
MIOYTH CBHUpEIYI0 (DM3MOHOMHIO M HU Ha IIar He OTXOOMJI OT Hero. bopuc ckopo yOenuics, 4to oH
HACTOSILIUI [JIEHHUK, YTO TENepb €My HEYero M JyMaTb BBIMTH U3 JOMY. A MEX/1y TeM Belb OH JaJl
oOemranne HuHe n3BecTHTh ee, a Mek/y TeM Belb OH yXke TOCKOBAJI 10 Hell U eMy Oe3yMHO XOTe-
Jock ee yBuzieTh. KoneuHo, ecim Obl OH 3aX0TesT TOJBKO, TO MOT Obl, TT0 KpaiHel Mepe, UMETh O Heil
CBEIEHMSI; OH YIpOCu Obl KOro-HUOYIb U3 MPUCIYTH, KOTOpasi Bceraa Obula paja UCTIOMHUTD €ro
JKeJlaHue, CXOAUTh TI0 aJIpecy W y3HaTh, 370poBa i HuHa u BooOie, 4yto ¢ Hew. Ho TyT-To ¢ HUM
Y TIPOMCXOAMJIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

Bopuc Hukorma He Obu1 AryHOM. OH MPOCTO HE YMEN Jaxe Jirarh, 0 CUX IOp eMy HHMKOTJIa
elle HUYero He MpUXoAaIoch CKPhIBaTh OT poauteneid. OH U Terepb, paccKasbiBasi UM O CBOMX ITPH-
KJIIOYEHUSIX, HUYYTh He Jrasl. OH ogpoOHO 1 00CTOSATENBHO Mepe/iasl UM BCe CBOM BIIEYATICHUS, BCE
BcTpeun. Ho Bce e B ero pacckase ObUT OOJBINION MepephiB, a IMEHHO: OOBSICHUB, KaKk OH 3arepcst
CO CMaceHHOHN UM JIEBOYKOH B MOKMHYTOM JIOME, OH CKa3aJl, 4TO MPOBEJ TaM HOUb, TaK KaK WHOTO
HHUYEro He Mor npuaymars. M 3atem nponomkan: «Korja crano cBerars, s CHeC IEBOUKY K ee HsHe»
u TaK jganee. [lepepwiB Obul He3aMeTeH. OH He CKpbUT HUYero. leficTBuTeNnbHO, paccnpocuB Huny u
YCIIOKOMB €€, OH 3aCHY.1. Ho TyT ObLJT L1eJIBIil MUP HOBBIX OIIYILIEHUH, O KOTOPBIX OH HE TPOTOBOPHJICS
HU CJIOBOM B cBoeM oTuete. Ero ciymaresnsam npejacrasisiach HuHa MaieHbKO# JE€BOUYKOM: Beb OH
ee HOCHJI, CHeC K HsiHe. V1 HMKOMY, KOHEYHO, B TOJIOBY HE MOIJIO MpUiTH, uTto HuHa Obuta 11t Hero
He peOEHKOM, a KAKUM-TO OCOOEHHBIM cyliecTBOM. U Terepb OH Jymalt MoYTH eXeMUHYTHO 00 3TOM
CIACEHHOW UM JIEBOYKE.

OH HH 32 YTO, HU 32 YTO OBl B MUPE HE PEIINJICS HUKOMY MTPU3HAThCS B 3TOM. HUKTO He omkeH
3HaTh, YTO OHA ISl HETO M KaK OH KeJlaeT ee BUJETh. ..

OH Hagesiicsl, 9TO eMy YAACTCsl YCKOJNB3HYTh He3aMeTHO u3 cajga. OH 3Hajl OIHO MecCTo, TTe,
B300PAaBIINCH HA IEPEBO, MOKHO TEpPeJie3Th Yepe3 BICOKUI 3200p. Beib OH OTIIMYHO yMeeT J1a3UTh.
Jla, OH pemmTesIbHO rOTOB OBUT Ha BTOPUYHOE OETCTBO; OH 320bLT BCE HPABCTBEHHBIE BOITPOCH U CO00-
pakeHHs B BUJLy TOM MYYUTETbHOM, TOMsIIEN NOTpeOHOCTH XOTh pa3 elle yBuaeTh Huny, kotopas
ero oxBatuia. Ho 3a HUM cieaniy. AHITIMYaHUH He MOKKUa ero. M Tak mponomkaaoch HECKOIBKO
IHEN.

Hakonen Bopuc nve Boiepxait. OcraBarbest anee 6e3 uzBectuii 0 HuHe oH ObLT HE B COCTOSA-
HUM. BBITh MOXeET, OHa 3a00J1e1a, MPOCTYAMBIIUCH B TY HOUb. BBITh MOXKET, ee yxke HeT Ha ceete! U
BAPYT OH PEIIMICS HA TO, YTO JIO CHX TMOP Ka3aJoCh eMy HEBO3MOKHBIM. OH CO3HAJ, YTO Hajesam
YXKACHBIX, HEMOMPABUMBIX TITYNIOCTEH, YTO €My JIaBHBIM-/IABHO CJIE/IOBAJIO PEIIUThCS, U TOrga Obl He
ObLIO 9THX MyueHuH. .. OH TOIIeN K OTILy U, XOTsS KpacHesl ¥ Ofie[jHesl, HO BCe e TBEPIO MOMPOCHII
y HEro No3BOJIEHUS B COIIPOBOK/ICHUM I'yBepHEpa M KOrO-HUOY/Ib U3 TIPUCITYTH TIPOUTUCH TIO TOPOLY.

— 51 nomxeH HaBeCTUTD (PPAHITY’KEHKY M Y3HATb, YTO CTAJIOCh C JEBOYKOM. ..

— Ilycrsiku! — ckazan Cepreit bopucoBuu. — Eciu xoueliib, pacckaxu, TJe 310, — U s TIOIUTIO
KOTO-HUOY/Ib.

— Her, ner, s cam H0O/KeH X BUAETD!

OH Havan yoexaaTh, Ha4asl I0Ka3blBaTh, YTO Beb HUYETO HE MOKET C HUM CIIYUUTHCS, €CIIH
OH TIORJIET C TIPUCITYTOM.

— Hy, nycTb Tpoe, ueTBepo UAYT CO MHOM — TOJbKO myctHTe! § 4yBCTBYIO, YTO MHE HY:KHO
ocBexkuThbes. [lana, MBI, MOKATYHCTa, HE OTKAXUTE MHe!..

Cepreit BopucoBuy 3agymascs.

Koraa chiH roBOpuiI ¢ HUIM TaKUM TOHOM, KOTJIa OH €ro Tak YHpalluBaJ W IIsAeNT Ha HEro
TaKMMHU TJIa3aMH, KaK B 9Ty MUHYTY, OH HUKOTJ]a HE MOT JIOJITO BBIIEPXKATh.

— Iocnymaii, — ckazan oH, — ecu Tede YK TaK ITOTO XOUEeTCsl — XOPOIIO — 51 UCTIONHIO TBOE
JKeJIaHUEe, TOJIBKO C TEM YTOBOPOM, YTOOBI Thl OECIPEKOCIOBHO MEHSI MOCTyIIAJICS. .. XOpPOIIIo, CJie-
Jail IPOTYJIKY, 3aiiqx B TOT JOM, TJie 9Ta JeBOYKA, U y3Hai, 4To ¢ Hew... Ho K ¢paHIykeHKe He
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3arIsiIbIBai — 3TO COBCEM JvIHee. S1 Mory TeOst Ha ee cYeT YCIOKOUTD. Thl 3Haelllb, YTO 51 MCTIOTHIU
TO, O YeM THI POCHUJT MEHsI OTHOCUTENILHO Hee, ¥ reHepasl bpoiap ckazan MHe, 4TO OHa BHE BCAKOM
BO3MOXHOCTM HOBOTO HamnaJeHusl, Becesa U JOBOIbHA. EcM Tl Aaelis MHe CII0BO, 4TO He Oylelb
MOPBIBATHCS K HEH, — TO XOPOIIIO, CTYIal.

Bopwuc eapa Mor CKpbITh OXBaTHBIIYIO €ro pagocTb. OH, KOHEUHO, 1A CJIOBO OTILY HE 3aXOAUTh
K (ppaniyxenke. OH BoBce 1M03a0bUT O Hell U TYT ceds ynpekHya1 B 3toM. Ho BOT oHa ycTpoeHa, u
bBor ¢ Herw... He oHa, He oHa HykHa emy !

— Ilo3oBu ko MHe Muctepa Tomcona, — ckazan Cepreit bopucosuu. ..

He nanee kak yepe3 yeTBepThb yaca bopuc, B CONpOBOXIEHUM I'YBEpHEPA U TPEX POCIIBIX, CHJTb-
HBIX JIaKeeB, BbIIIEN U3 JoMa. Ero ceura ensa 3a HAUM mnocrneBana. OH 1odT O6exal 1mo 3HaKOMO,
XOpOIIIO HAMEYEeHHO! UM 3apaHee gopore. BoT oH y nenmu. JloM HeBpeIuM, CTOUT Ha TOM K€ MecCTe.
Bce kak 6b110 B TO mamsTHOe yTpo. Cepanie Bopurca mmoko 3a6uioch.

— Iopoxute MeHs 31ech, — CKa3asl OH ryBepHepy. — Besb Hesb3s1 ke HaM BCeM BOWTH.

— XopoI1o, — 0OTBeYaJl aHIIMYaHUH, — TOJIBKO HE 3a[IepKUTE HAC.

— Her, mer!..

OH OB yke BO IBOPEe, OH CTPEMUTEJIBHO MoA0ekal K KPbUICUKY, a Ha KPbUIEYKe TOM, OyITO
NoJKUAAsA ero, ctouT Marpena CTenaHoBHa.

— 3npascrByiiTe, Marpena CrenaHoBHa! — pajloOCTHO U B TO € BPeMs TPEBOKHO KPUKHYJI OH.

OHa BcMOTpeiach.

— AX, 310 BB, cygapb! Munoctu npomry, Boiaure! Toabko Bbl OMO3Jalv, MaJIeHbKas-TO
OapbIIIHS BYEpa yexaa.

— Kak yexana?! Kyna yexana? — pacrepsinHo roopuji bopuc.

VY Hero u pyku OImyCTHJIVCh, CEp/LIe TIOUTH MepecTano OUThCS.

— Ia, yexana masneHbkas OapbimHs. Bee Bac nmomxugana, XoTena MpOCTUTHCS C BaMHU.

— Kyna xe yexana? Pa3se teneps MmoxHo yexatb?! Ko %ke Tenepsb yesxaer? ['ne oHa?

— A BuaMTe: ee /s 32 Helo Ipuexalt, Oparell ee MaMeHbKH MOKOWHOM. Ha nipyroii ke aeHb 1o
TMIpYe3/ie BBIXJIONOTAT MPOITYCK M YBE3 €€ C HSHEW B IEPEBHIO.

— Y10 )€ 3TO Takoe, — npoulental bopuc B oTyassHUM, — 3HAYUT, 51 €€ He YBUKY?!.

— Jla yx Temepb TpyAHO yBUIaTh. ToJIbKO, OaTIONMIKaA, KaK 3HaTh, TOpa C TOPON HE CXOAUTCH,
a YeJIOBEK C YeJIOBEKOM BCEra COMTHCh MOXeT... A HrHOUKa Kak Bac TOXe Kejlaja BUIETh, Jake
TUIaKasa. .. 1oopast oHa, Xxopolas 6apeiHs. Tak B 9TU AHU MBI ee TOMoOWIM U rocroaa. .. [a, uro
e 3TO 51 3araMsATOBaJIa COBCEM, Be/Ib OHA BaM 3aIllMCOUYKY OcTaBmIa. MaseHbKasi Takasi OapbIlHs, a
Y YUTATh U MUCATh KaK XOpOIIO yMeeT, — pasymHasi. [la Boiinute, cynaps! 1 BaM 3anucouky jaam, a
TO BOT K rocrofiaM npouaute. MoxeTr, OHA BaM ellle YTO-HUOYIb CKaKYT.

— Her, Marpena CrenaHoBHa, MHe HEKOrJa, MEHs XIyT, — mporoBopmi bopuc, ensa Bianges
co0010. — S Be/ib TOJIBKO Y3HATh, UTO C Helo, OOsUICS, He 3a00s1eNa Jii. .. A 3alicovKy Bbl MHE JIaiTe.

— Ceituac, OaTiomka, ceryac!

Oma y111a B CBOI0 KOMHATKY M Yepe3 MUHYTY BEpPHYJIACh C 3aITUCOUKOM.

Bopuc nonoxui 3anucodky B KapMaH, paclpOCTUIICS CO CTAPYXOU U BBILIET HA YIIHUILY. ..

— Bot 310 X0OpOI1110, — CKa3aJ1 aHITIMYaHUH, — YTO BbI TaK CKOPO. YUTO %ke, Tereph 00paTHO TOMOM ?

— Ha, nomoi, koneyHo! — orsetu;1 bopwuc.

— Otuero y Bac Takoi NieyaIbHBIA BUJI, pa3Be YTO-HUOYIh HEXOpOIliee C 3TUM peOeHKOM?

— Her, Hudero, Bce O1aromnonyyHo!

N Bopuc onate cnemmi, cremmi, nouty 6exain. OH JoJKeH ObUT CKopee B yeIMHEHUH Ipo-
YeCTh ITY MAICHBKYIO 3aITUCKY, KOTOPYIO CKMMaJI B CBOEM KapMaHe, OyITo 00sICh, YTOObI KTO-HUOYIb
ee He OTHsUI. BepHyBIIIMCh TOMO¥, OH 3amiepcsi B CBOei KOMHate, pa3BepHy/1 OyMakky. Kapangarom,
KPYIHBIM JIETCKUM MOYEPKOM M C OIMOKaMH ObLJIO HATIMCAHO:

«Tel He npuien, bopuc, a g nomkHa exarth. aa8 MeHs1 yBO3UT. Sl O4eHb, OYEHb XOUY IPO-
CTUTBCSI C TOOOIO, TOJIBKO JKAaTh Helb3s. S Oyay Bcerna o Tede mymars. Korna st te0s yBuxy? 51 6epy

46



B. C. ConoBbeB. «Crapblii 1oM»

TBOH ILIAI Ha MaMsATh 0 TeOe. HstHst roBopUT, YTOOBI 51 HETPEMEHHO OCTaBWJIA, HO s HE X0uy, HU 32
YTO He ocTaBio. f ero Oyay Gepeds U oTaaM Tede, Korja Thl caM Mpuenib 3a HuM. [Ipuxonu, s Oymy
BCerna, Bcerma xkaarh Teds. Hunax.

Bopwuc pa3 necsts mpoyes 31 cTpoku. [I0ToM cripsiTas 3anmcoyuKky B CBOIO 3aBETHYIO IIKATYJIKY,
BMECTE C CaMbIMU JOPOTUMHU eMy BelllaMu. [10ToM ropbKo 3a5yMajicsi, U BIPYT OH Teriepb MOHSI, YTO
moout Huny Toil 0cOOeHHOM, CTpAaHHOM, MYUYUTEILHON U CJIAIKOU JTIOOOBBIO, O KOTOPOM yXke TyMaJl.

«Omna 30Bet MeHs1. OHa OyZeT Bceria, Bceria MeHs k& 1ath. U 51 ee Bceraa xxaath Oyay, U 51 UICKaTb
Oyy, TIOKa ee Haily, ¥ HUKOr/a s He pa3moomo ee. [la, Huna, s Haiiny Te0s u puny k tede!..»

OH j1o11r0 cupen, MorpyKeHHbI B CBOU HesiCHbIE rpe3bl. M BeCh 3TOT ieHb OH ObLT TAKOH CTpaH-
HBI, MOJTYAJIMBbII, TPYCTHBIA U PACCESIHHBIN, UTO MaTh HE pa3 €ro cripalBaa;

— Ja 3mopoB s Te1? YTO ¢ TOOOM?

— 3n0pos, 310poB! Co MHOIO HUYEro!..

A cam 4yTb He IUIaKaJ.

Mexny Tem Bnagumup ObicTpo mompaBwics. C HUM, NEWCTBUTENBHO, MPOM3OIIEN CIACH-
TEJIbHBIA KpU3UC. 3amedaTebHO Kperkas HaTypa MajbiMKa moOoposia CTPaHHYIO0, MyUYHTENIbHYIO
6one3nb. TatbsiHa BnagumupoBHa Hajeslack, YTO MPHUIAIOK HE TIOBTOPUTCS OOJBIIE, TIOTOMY YTO
Ha 3TOT pa3 MaJbYMK ObUT COBCEM MHBIM, YeM OBIBAJ B MEPHOJ MHUMOIO BbI3IOpoBJIeHHA. OH e
C OOJIBIIIUM aMTETUTOM, JIUIIO €r0 HAUMHAJIO BUIMMO OKPYIJISAThCS, OKazaics pyMmsHel. OH MHOTO
CIIaJI ¥ TIPOCHITIAJICS] YTPOM CBEXKHUI U OOAPHIHA.

Bckope oOcrosTenscTBa 1mo3Boiin ['opdaroBbiM BeiexaTh 13 MOCKBBL. OHU TIepeceTiIneh B
['opbaroBckoe, rae MpoXKUIA BCIO 3UMY.

Hamoneon Obu1 mobGexaeH. MockBa OUMINeHa, KUTEIM CTaMd B Hee BO3Bpamiarbcs. Maio-
MOMaJTy CIJIAKMBAJIMCh YKACHBIE CJIebl HEMPUATEIbCKOTO HallecTBHs U nokapa. Yects Poccru Obia
CcriaceHa, PyCCKMM IyX BOCHPSIHYJI, HACTYIHMJIA TO/IbI CJIABHI.

Bopuc n Bnagumup Beipactaiii. OHU yike CTyaeHThl. JKU3Hb KUIUT, CMEHSIOTCS BIIeYaTIeHHS.
BricTpo 1 pa3HOOOpa3HO MPOHOCKUTCS JTyulllee BpeMsi uesioBedeckoil xku3Hu. Ho Bopuc, HecMoTtpst Ha
riepeMeHbl, MPOKCINEIIINE BOKPYT HEro ¥ B HeM, He 3a0biBaeT Huny. OH He 3HaeT gaxe ee (haMuImio,
HUKOTJ]A OH O HeWl HUYEro He CIIBIIIHNT. . .

Uepes ron, BepHYBIIKCh B MOCKBY, OH oTrpaBuiicss K Marpene CTenaHoBHe, HO ee He OKaza-
sock. He okasanochk u rocnon ee. OHu Belexayii 3 MOCKBEL, UX IOM OTAaBaJjICd B HaeM. Besakuii cien,
110 KOTOPOMY MOXHO ObLJIO OThICKaTh HuHy, ncues. ..

Bopuc yxe npeBpatuiicsi B cCOBceM B3pociioro yeioBeka. CoOna3Hbl )KEHCKOW KPacOTHI Jei-
CTBOBAJIM M HA HETO, ¥ OH nojyiaBasicst uM. OH oTAan AaHb I0HOCTH. HO HU O7]HA EeHIIMHA, C KOTOPOU
OH CXOJWJICS, HM OJJHA JIEBYIIIKA, C KOTOPOW OH BCTPEYAJICs, HE YCIIeNIN OBJIAJIETh BCEIETIO ero cepi-
[IeM U M3rHATh U3 HEr0 00pa3 CTPaHHOT0, MaJIeHbKOTO CYITIECTBa, KOTopoe Bopuc 0OcTaBisii KakKuMu-
TO BOJIIIICOHBIMU Yapamu.

Bort 6par Bragumup yxe xeHuscs, u bopucy npeacraBisiioch Hemano naptuid. Jaxke poau-
TEJIM €r0 He pa3 YKa3blBAIM €My Ha JIeBYIIEK, KOTOpble MOIIM Obl TIONONTH eMy; HO OH He yMall O
)eHuThOe. OH mponomkan ynopHo xaare Huay. 1o oxugaHue He My4Yusio ero, OHO BOIIUIO B TIPH-
BbIYKY. OH TBep/I0 ObLI YBEpEH, YTO HEMPEMEHHO €€ BCTPETHT U JJOJIKEH ObLT €€ BCTPETUTh CBOOO-
HBIM OT BCAKUX CEPACYHBIX U UHBIX 00S3aTeIbCTB YETIOBEKOM. . .

Tenepb, BepHyBIIUCh B PoccHio mocie JoJIroro cBOEro MyTelecTBUs U cpa3y NOYTU OKYHYB-
IIMCh B CBETCKYIO MeTepOyprcKyIo sKM3Hb, OH HE MOT, KOHEYHO, BOOOpa3uTh, YTO BCTpeTuT Huny B
9TON 0OcTaHOBKe. EMy Ka3ajoch, UTO OHA MPUHAUICKHUT K COBCEM MHOMY MUPY, KyJa OH MONajeT
KOrga-HUOyIb CITy4YaiiHO, TaK e CIyYaiiHO, KaK U B MEPBBI pa3 BCTPETUIICS C HElO.

A MexJy TeM Bech JIeHb repejt 0aioM OH MCTIBITHIBAJ CTpaHHOe olryIineHre. OH ObLT B KaKOM-
TO HEOOBIYHOM HEPBHOM COCTOSIHMHM, OyITO kAas yero-to. Korna oH Boluesn B 3aj1y, HallOJTHEHHYIO
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OnecTsImM oOIIECTBOM, 3TO CTPAHHOE, TOMHUBIIIEE €r0 OUIyIIeHHe elrle yCHIIoch. OH ObLUT paccesiH,
y Hero ayx 3axBarbiBasio. OH HE MOT HM HA Ye€M COCPEIOTOUHUTHCS.

W Bupyr nepen HUIM MebKHYT 00pa3 O1eIHOM JEeBYIIKY — M OH y3HaJl B HeM Humy.

OH /1aBHO 3HAJI M BCTpEeYaJ MHOTO pa3 y CBOEH MaTepH KHATMHIO MapaTroBy, HO HUKOTIA He
CIIbIXaJl, YTO Y Hee ecTh IUIeMsiHHUIA. [la ecim Obl U YCTIBIIa, TO YTO ke Obl eMy CKa3aslo ums
mademoisselle Lamzine?! A raBHoe, HuHa meHee AByX JjieT Kak xuBeT y TeTkd. OHa npuexaia B
[NetepOypr yxe B TO BpeMsl, KaKk OH ObUIT 3arpaHHILICH.

Kusarunsa MapatoBa, k kotopoit Huna nogsena bopuca, ouens nsymumiach, 4to njaeMsHHALA
JaBHO C HUM 3HaKOMa, U e1ie OoJbllie U3yMIIIach, KO Ta el cKa3asia, YTo 9TO TOT CaMblil MaJIbUUK,
KOTOPBIY Crac ee BO BpeMs (ppaHIly3cKoro HamiectBusi. MapartoBa, OoKuIasi BIOBa, ObIa N3BECTHA B
neTepOyprckoM OOIIECTBE CBOEH TOJIIMHOI M HEM3MEHHBIM IPUCYTCTBHEM BCIOY, TIIe TOJIKO COOU-
panmich moau. Kpyrioe, HecKoIbKo 0OBHCIIIEE JIUIIO, YYTh JIM HE C TPOMHBIM OAOOPOAKOM, MaJIeHb-
KW B3JICPHYTHII HOC, YEPHBIE YCUKH B yIJIax ry0, KpyIJIble KMBbIE M YMHBbIE 71432 U TOJICThIE JIOKOHBI,
OosTaBIMecst ¢ 00euX CTOPOH BIOJb IIEK, AeJIali ee HeOOBIKHOBEHHO TIOXO0XkKEN Ha OTKOPMIICHHOTO,
MOPOKCTOro KMHr-yapnza. Ona Haropopmiia bopucy Kydy BCSKOro MUJIOTO B3J0OpY ¥ KOHUMIIA TEM,
YTO HaJ/IeeTCs ero y ceOsl BUIETh B CAMOM CKOPOM BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI M3 YCT €ro YCIIBIIIATh MHTEPECHBIH
pacckas3 0 CTApUHHBIX €ro MpUKJIIoYeHusX ¢ HuHOi.

— Ma mere sera charmée de vous revoir! — no6aBuna ona. — OHa Tak moouT Hanty Huny u
BCEr/a 3aCTaBIIsIeT ee PacCKa3blBaTh 00 ee JETCTBE U O MOCKOBCKOM IOXkape.

— ¢ 3aBTpa xe Oyay y Bac, eciu no3posmre! — ckazan bopuc.

— Ioxanyiicta, Mbl OyzeM kJaTh Bac.

OH packaHsiics], OToIIeN U Isae, kKak HunHa, npuriamieHHasi B 9To BpeMsi Ha TaHell, JIETKO
Y TPAIiMO3HO HOCUJIACh CPEeM TPOMa MY3bIKH, Cpeir OecKa M CBeTa ropstueit armocdepsl OambHOM
3aJIbl.

A xHAruHA MaparoBa aymaa:

«BoT mputoTHIIM CUPOTKY, 12 KTO 3HAET, OBITh MOXET, OHA TAKYIO ellle MAPTHIO CAENaeT, YTO BCe
9TH OAPHIIITHY C TPOMKUMU UMeHaMU ceOe JIOKTH KycaTb cTaHyT... Ce jeune Gorbatoff... qui sait?!»
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XI. «I'enepaJjbia»

oM, B KOTOpOM Tenepb MpUXoausoch kuth HuHe, nomemaics Heganeko ot TaBpuueckoro
caga. OH nprHAJIeKa cTapol reHepasbiie [IpoHuIieBol, MaTepy KHATMHA MypaToBoii. DT0 ObLIO
OO0JIBIIIOE OHOITAKHOE C ME3OHMHOM 3/1aHKe, C IMUPOKUM JBOPOM, IJie MOMEIAIUCh (Diurend asis
MIPUCITYTH, KOHIOIIHM M capad. 3a JOMOM Iiesl HeOOJbIIIoN TycToi caa. Boporta crosm Bcerna Ha
3anope. LLITopsl MOYTH BO BCeX OKHAX, BHIXOIMBILIMX HA YJIUILY, ObUTM BCErJa CITYIIEHbI, U BOOOIIE
JIOM, XOT$I ¥ TIPE/ICTAaBUTEIbHON BHEIITHOCTH, HO YK€ IIOTEMHEBILINIA, 3aKOIMMYEHHBII OT BpeMEHH, UMeT
MpauHblil Bua. Kazanock, 6y1To B HEM WIJIM HUKTO HE )KUBET, WJIH UTO TYT KTO-HHUOYb OYeHb OOJIEH.
370 MocyeaHee MPEANoIokKeH!e PEICTABIISIOCh TeM Oojiee BEpOSTHBIM, YTO BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU
MOYTH BO BCIO IIMPHUHY YJIUIIBI TIEpes JOMOM HACTUJIAJICS TOJICTHINA CJIOW COJIOMBI, AJISl TOTO YTOOBI
3arTyIINTh €31y KHUIMAKEH, XOTs B 9TOM YaCTH ropofa e3/bl ObLJI0 HEMHOTO.

Mexay TeM B JoMe He ObLIIO OOJIBHBIX M KMJIO B HEM OYeHb MHOTO HAapomy. XO3siKa JIoMa,
U3 CTaporo pojia KHsA3eH YHKUIIKUX, KOTAa-To, B HaYasie [IapcTBOBaHUs EkatepuHbl, Urpajia BUAHYIO
poib B mieTepOyprckoM cBete. OHa ObUla OUeHb KpacuBa, UMesia OOJbIIoe COCTOsTHUE, Beeraa Oblna
OKpYKEeHa TOJIOMW MOKJIOHHUKOB. OHa MpoBesia Becelnylo, IyMHYI0 MOJIOZIOCTb, HE CIIEIInIa 3aMYyxK,
HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, JIET TOJ] TPUIIATh, BCE K€ BHIIIUIA 32 MOJIOAOro reapueickoro odguuepa Ipo-
HUIIEBA.

Ona MorJa o cBoeMy TOJIOKEHHIO, CBSA3SIM M OOTraTCTBY CIesiaTh ropas3zio Oolee OJecTsInyio
napTuio. Y Hee B TeUYeHUE HECKOMBKUX JIET ObLJIO MHOTO MTPEKPACHBIX JKEHUXOB, HO IOTOM JKEHUXH 3TH
KaK-TO BJAPYT CTaJIM OTCTaBaTh. [loroBapuBasy, 4yTo KHSKHA YHKHIIKAsI CIIMIIKOM BECEJIOro Xapak-
Tepa U CIIMIIKOM JIeTKUX HpaBoB. [Ipo Hee xomuiio Hemano pacckazoB. Ho, koHeuHo, B Te BpemeHa,
HE OTJIMYABIIMECs: OCOOEHHOW HPaBCTBEHHOCTHIO, KHSKHA HE MOIVIa ce0e MHOTO MOBPEIUThH CBOEH
BECeJIOi KU3HBI0. Pacckasbl 00 ee MPUKIIIOYEHUSAX HEe MOIJIM OTBAJUTh OT Hee KEHUXOB, KOTOpHIE,
CBaTasiCh K HeW, MCKaIu B Oyayliel nmoapyre ’KU3HU HE CEMEHHBIX J0OpoaeTesiel, a CBs3el 1 XOpo-
IIIEr0 PU/IAHOTO.

7KeHrxu OTCTaM MPOCTO MIOTOMY, YTO KHSIKHA BOBCE HE XOTEJa BHIXOJUTH 3aMYXK, €l ObLIO U1
TaK Becesio. Marepu cBOei oHa He IOMHIJIA, M3 0TI, CTAPOro HUYTOKHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, He YasIBIIEro
B HEHl JyIlIW, OHa Jiesasa Bce, 4To el Obuto yrogHo. Ho BOT WM rojipl Takue MpHIIUIY, WK Kallpu3 Ha
Hee Halllesl, OHa B/IPYT OTMOBECTUJIa CBOMX JPy3€el U 3HAKOMBIX, UTO BHIXOOUT 3amyk 3a [IpoHuinesa.
Bce m3ymismMch, HUKTO HE CUMTAN €ro MOAXOASAIMM K Hel skeHuxoM. OH Jaxe 3a HEl HUKOTAA
0COOEHHO He yXaXXMBaJ, Ia U BCTpevyasiich OHM Hedacto. Ho, ocTaHOBUB Ha HEM CBO BHIOOD, KHSIKHA
HE cTajia JoIro 3aayMbiBaThesi. OHA caMa, Kak IOTOM PacCKa3blBAIOCh HEe O3 OCHOBaHUS, caesasa
eMy npemsioxkenue. OH MmogyMai, cooOpasuil U He CTaJl OTKa3bIBAThCS.

UYepes nosnrozia rocie ux cBaabobl ymep ee otel]. OHa paszzenuia ¢ eIMHCTBEHHBIM CBOMM Opa-
TOM IPEKPACHOE COCTOSTHHE U TIOCeUIach B jome 0nu3 TaBpudeckoro caia. Mysk ee CiryKui U I11e B
ropy. Y Hee poauiIach 104b 1 3aTeM jieTel OoJblie He Obuto. Mexk Iy TeM MOroBapruBaiu, 4To ObIBIIIAs
Becesasi KHsDKHAa HECKOJIBKO omOiachk B BeiOOpe Myka. OHa pacCUMThIBaJIa HAUTH B HEM TIOJTHOE
CHUCXOJKJIEHHE K CBOEMY IPOILIOMY, HacTosieMy u Oymyiiemy. O MpoIioM OH, JeHCTBUTENBHO,
HE BCIIOMHUHAJ, HO YTO KacaeTcs HACTOSIIEr0 CBOEH CYNpyrd, OHO €ro MHTEPECOBAIO B 3HAUUTEIIb-
HOU cTeneHU. DhiBIIast Becenasi KHSKHA XOTS U MOKa3blBajlach MO-TIPEKHEMY B OOIIECTBE, U XOTS
0 CTapoy MaMsTH U MO3BOJsIa ceOe JIETKOMBICTIEHHbIE BBIXOIKHM, HO yXe, OUEBUIHO, C OMACKOM.
3aTeM CIy4YusIoch TaK, YTO BAPYT OHA MCUYE3HET, CKa3bIBACTCsl OOJBHOM, HUKOTO HE TIPHHUMAET — U
MPOJOJIKAETCS 9TO MecsIa Ba, MHOraa Ooee.

PacckaspiBanu, 4To 32 KaXAbli JJETKOMBICIIEHHBIN MOCTYNOK [IpOHHUIIIEB HE TOIBKO B3BICKUBA
C Hee, HO, Oyy4Hr YeJIOBEKOM ropsiYrMM, MHOW pa3 MPOCTO-HAIPOCTO MpHOeras K KyJa4HO! pacipase.
Jlionu, yacto ObIBaBIIKE Y HUX B IOME, MHOT/Ia OKa3bIBAJIMCh CBUIETEIISIMU OYPHBIX CLIEH, BO BpeMsI
kotopbix [IpoHuITIEBa Beeria mpuTHxaa, Aenanach HUXKe TPaBbl, TUILE BOIbL.
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«bnymmBa, Kak KoOIKa, TPyC/IMBa, Kak 3asiil», — TOBOPUJIU TPO Hee.

U 370 6bUITO cripaBeBO. OHA cTaja 04eHb OOSATHCS MysKa U, HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO OH ObLT il
BCceM 00s13aH, TaK Kak OHa B3sJIa ero 3a ceOs HeUMHOBHBIM, ITOUYTH Oe3pPOIHBIM YeIOBEKOM, Oe3 BCsI-
KOTO COCTOSIHHsI, OHA BJPYT OKa3ajach BHIHYKJICHHON MPU3HATh €0 CBOMM IJ1aBOW. UyBCTBYys cebs
OYeHb YaCTO BUHOBATOM, OHa Bcer/ia Obljla HACTOPOsKe, HAYMHAA JPOXKaTh OT MIEPBOTO PE3KOT0 3ByKa
ero rosioca. I1IpoBos JKM3Hb B M3MBIIIICHUSAX Kak Obl MPOBECTH €ro, N30ekKaTh ero rHeBa U MHBIX
BECbMa YyBCTBUTEJIBHBIX JIJIS1 HEe TIOCECTBHUIA 3TOTO THEBA, MBICIIb O TOM, UTO JOCTUTHYTh TOTO HE
0COOEHHO TPYHOHO, CTOHUT TOJIBKO BECTH ceOsl Kak Mojo0aeT BEpHOW M JTOOSIIEH KeHe, HUKOT/Ia He
npuxoauia ei B rosiopy. OHa He MOIJIa OTCTaTh OT CBOMX YKOPEHUBILIMXCS MTPUBBIYEK.

Haxonsich B MOCTOSTHHOM CTpaxe, 3Hasi, YTO 32 HEl0 YUPekJICH OUeHb AEATESbHBIN MPUCMOTP,
OHa, TeM HE MeHee, YAy4uB yI0OHYI0 MUHYTY, MOChUIaIa TO TOMY, TO JPYTrOMYy M3 HAMEUEHHBIX €10
MoJIofIbIX Jofieit billets doux, Ha3HaYaIa co BCeMH MPEeIO0CTOPOKHOCTSIMU TaiiHble cBUAaHus. V30e-
’KaTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTH €/l OYTH HUKOTJa He YIaBaJloCh, HO, TEM He MeHee, OHa He Oblla B COCTOSIHUM
n3MeHuThCs1. C KaXabIM rOJJOM OHA CUJTbHEE U CHIIbHEee O0sIach MyKa U B TO JKe BpeMsI Yallle 1 yaile
pacchiiaia cBou billets doux 1 Ha3Hayana cBUAAHUS.

Jloub cBOIO OHa JMOOMIIA, XOTsI, KOHEYHO, MO-CBoeMy. Masio oOpainasa Ha Hee BHUMaHHS U
BCELIEJIO JJOBepHJIa HAeMHBIM BOCMUTATEIbHHUIIAM, KOTOPbIE TO U AEJI0 MEHSUIUCh B JIOMe, TaK Kak
y X03siMHa OBbUI CaMblii HEYKMBUMBBIIA XapaKTep U OH HU C KeM He crecHsuIcs. [Tokaxuch emy 4uTo-
HUOY/Ib HeJTAJJHBIM, Ceiiuac — Mapill, BOH, 0e3 pacCyXAeHui! — U KOHeI JIely.

Ho Bpems mto. T'ocrioxa [ponuieBa, Tenepp yxe ObIBIIasi TeHepaibllield, HECMOTPsI Ha BCe
MPUTHPaHbs ¥ TIPOYME KOCMETUYECKHE CPE/ICTBA, Havyasla 3HAUUTENIbHO TEPATh CBOI0 KPacoTy, NpH-
ONMMKaThCS MaJIo-TIoMaly K crapoctd. JJouky cBoo MallleHbKy OHa Bblasia 3aMyX 3a KHsi3s Mapa-
TOBA, Y€JIOBEKa YK€ He MOJIOJOro, HO, BO BCSKOM Cllydae, Pe/ICTaBIIsBIIEro U3 ceds OYeHb XOpo-
nryio naptuo. bopsOa ee ¢ MyxkeM rponosskanack. Ho Temeps k 3Toi 60phOe nmprmMeIianach 1 apyras.
[Tpuxonuiiock OOPOThCS U € TeMHU, K KoMy Tiochutauch billets doux. TTpuxoaunock modexaaTh ux
CHavasa ¢ OOJIBIIMM TPYAOM, a TIOTOM JIaXe ¢ OOJIBIIUMU JCHEKHBIMHU TIOKEPTBOBAHHUSIMHU.

I'enepan [ponuies, Oyayur IIaBOM JOMa U «CTPOrO HaKa3biBask KEHY», HECMOTpsI Ha 3TO,
OCTaBWJI B €€ PyKax U pacropsKeHUH BCe IEHEKHbIE CPEICTBA.

«3TO He MOe, — TOBOPUJI OH, — sl UMEIO TOJIBKO CBOE KaJIOBaHbE, 3aCITyKEHHOE MHOIO, U B yIIO-
TpeOIeHNH ero He J1al0 HUKOMY OTYeTa».

['enepasn, pemmTesbHBIN U XpaOpblii BOMH, KOTOPOMY, OTHAKO, B HAUaJle ero BOGHHOU Kaphephl
MIPUIILJIOCh BOEBaTh HE OCOOEHHO MHOTO, TPUHUMAJT yYacTHe B UTATbsIHCKOM Toxozie CyBopoBa, He
pa3 OmIMYaCs, CHUCKAN PaCIojioKeHHe 3HAMEHUTOrO TIOJIKOBO/IIIA | 0 Bo3BpaieHun B [letepOypr
ObLT HarpaxaeH 1o 3aciyram. OH ele ObUT JaJIeKo He CTap, W IJIs1 HeTO Tereph OTKPbIBalach caMast
onecrsmas kapbepa. Ho, CHIbHO POCTYAMBIIMCH BO BPEMs TPYIHOTO MOXOAA U He 0OpaTHB OJIK-
HOTO BHUMaHMS Ha 3Ty MPOCTYAY, OH BIPYT cTajl XxupeTh. [Ipockpuriesn aBa roga v — ymep.

[No-BuarMoMy, TeHepasblia, OCBOOOAMBIIKCH OT CBOETO «THPaHa», JOJIKHA OblJIa TOYyBCTBO-
BaThb cebs1 Jierko u cBoOosHo. [onaranu, 4To Tereps OHa, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOU HEMOJIOJIBIE TO/Ibl, CHOBA
paszeepretcs. Ho ciyumioch coBcem oOpaTHo. OHa 0Ka3aiach HEYTEIIHOM BIOBOW: MPEeKpaTuiia Bce
BBIE3/IBI, 3aIlepsiach B CBOEM JIOME, CITyCTHJIa IIITOPHI M ITPUHSLIACh OTUIAKMBaTh MyXka. Pa3 B Henemo,
3aKyTaHHasl MMOJ] TYCTOU BYyasiblo, OHa CaJujiach B KapeTy W OTIpaBiisiach B Ajiekcanapo-HeBckyio
JaBpy, rae OblT IOXOPOHEH TeHepas; Cayliaia TaM 00e/IHIo, CIyXujla MAaHUXUAY, CUeNa JOJTo Ha
ero MoruJie, BO3Bpalajiach JOMOH U B TeUeHHE HeJleJM HUKY/Aa He Bble3Kasla M He BBIXOMIIA. 3aTeM
OIISATh TaKasl e TOe3/IKa B JIABpY.

Tak mpoxomuit Mecsll, Apyrou, Tperuid. [Iporen nenblii roa. Bee Oblmi u3ymiieHbl. A Karpus
Bce ke He npoxoqul. Hukro yxe He nosydan ot Hee billets doux, HUKOMy OHa He Ha3Hayasa CBUJA-
Hbs1. OHa MpuUHUMana y ce0si BeCh ropo, HO TOJIbKO ¢ BU3UTaMU. boree gecsaTu MUHYT y Hee HUKTO
HE 3aCHKUBAJICS.
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Cranu npoxonuts rojel. O0pas ee ku3HU He u3MeHsicsi. OHa Jplaia BO3JyXOM pa3 B HEAEIIO,
OTIIPABJISISICH B KapeTe B JIaBpY M KWJa TaK U 3MMOM U JIETOM, HUKY/IA He Bble3Kas U Jake B CaMble
JKapkue JIETHUE JHU He BBIXOAS U3 cBoell koMmHarhl. OBJoOBena ee Oe3/ieTHast 104b M Mepeexana K
Martepu. [ToTom y Hee B IoMe MOCeNuIICs ee XOJ0CToN OpaT, KHA3b YHXKHULIKUA. I oM 3TOT B Teue-
HUe Oosiee IBYX AECSATKOB JIeT He m3MeHsuicss HU B yeM. LLTopsl B Oymyape reHepaibliy, OTKyAa
OHa He BHIXOAMJIA, M BO BCEX MapaJHbIX KOMHATax ObUIM Beerna omyiieHsl. Cioga He JOIKHO ObUIO
JTOHOCUTBCS] HUKAKOTO IITyMa, TOTOMY MHOTOUHMCIIEHHASI ITPUCITYTA Kuiia Bo ¢uurensix. [IpoctopHblit
ME30HUH ObUI 3aHAT CTapbiM KHs13eM. Kusruns MapaTtoBa 3aHrMasia COBCEM OT/IENIbHOE ITOMEIIICHHUE,
COeMHSIBILIEECs C MapaJHbIMUA KOMHATAMH U OyIyapoM MaTepu MOCPEICTBOM UTMHHOTO KOPUIIOPA. . .

I'enepasnbina, B KAKOM-TO TIOPBHIBE PACKasiHbsI, JAaBIIast 00eT Ha MOTHJIE MyXka BCEI/ia ero orvia-
KMBaTh M JI0 KOHIIA JJHEH CBOMX BECTH 3aTBOPHUYECKUU 00pa3 XW3HM, Hayasia C TOro, YTo CTajia
UCTIOHSATH 3TOT 00T YKCTO U3 cTpaxa. OHa 0os1ach, YTO €CIM HAPYILIUT €ro, TO MOKOMHUK MPUAET
K Hell ¢ TeM, 4ToOBl Haka3aTh ee. A 3aTeM OHA yKe MPUBBIKJIA K CBOSH HOBOW XW3HH, BTSIHYJIACh B
Hee, pa3JieHUsIach ¥ He XoTesia Hu4ero Jpyroro. OHa MpoBOAMIIA JIeHb 32 JHEM 0e3 BCSIKOTO N3MeHe-
Hus. BeraBana poBHO B oqMHHAIIATh YacoB. [loToM cuzena nepes 3epKajioM U ¢ MOMOIIBIO TIPUBBIK-
IIel K ee TprUyJaM KOMIIaHbOHKU yOUpasa CBOM Celible BOJIOCH B BHIYYpHYIO TipruecKy Exarepu-
HUHCKOTO BpeMeHH, CypMuiia cebe OpoBu, Oemuiiach U pyMsSHIIACh. 3aTteM 00JIeKalach B MBIITHYIO
poOy, TaKyIo ke CTapOMOIHYIO, KaK M MpUYecKa, U BBIXOJWIA B CBOW Oyayap, Iie He TOJbKO ObUIH
CITYIIIEHBI IITOPBI, HO JaXe CITYIIeHbl U TSDKEJIbie 3aHABECH, TaK YTO CaMblid IPKUU JIyd COJHIIA HE
MOT CIof]a TPOHUKHYTh.

Komnara 3ta Obu1a Kakasi-To HEMHOTO BBIIIBETINAS, HO O0ratasi KopoOka ¢ CKpbITHIMUA OKHAMH U
IBEPSIMH, C TSKEJIBIM KOBPOM, 3aryTyIIaBIIMM IIIary, yCTaBJIeHHAasi CTAPUHHOW MPEKPACHOU MeOesbio
¥ BCEBO3MOXHBIMU Oe3nenymmkamu. ['eHepaplia momeranach B OrpOMHOM TOKOWHOM Kpeciie co
BCEBO3MOXKHBIMH TIPUCIIOCOOIEHHUSAMH, OOKJIaIpIBasIach MoaynikamMu. Heropaneky ot aToro kpecia
Ha HeOOJIBIIIOM MO3aWYHOM CTOJIMKE TOpesia JlaMIa Mo TeMHbIM abaxypom. [Ipsmo npoTtus kpecia
reHepasIbIv, Ha TEeMHOM (poHEe OOUTOM OapXaToM CTEHbI, BUCET MOPTPET MOKOMHOTO «THPAHa» B MOJI-
HOM TeHepabckoM MyHaupe [1aBioBckoro BpeMeHu, co BceMH 3HaKaMH OTJINYHS], B TSDKEJION BHIUYP-
HOW pame, HaBepxXy KOTOpoW momemayics repO [IpoHUIIEBbIX, MOMAEPKUBACMBINA C BYX CTOPOH
KaKMMH-TO HECIIBIXaHHBIMH 3BEPSIMHU.

Ienepanbina B 3TON OapXaTHOM KOMHAaTe, OCBeIIaBIIeWCs] OJETHBIM CBETOM JIaMIIbl, Ka3a-
Jlach BUJIEHMEM MHHYBIIIETO BpEMEHU — CO CBOEH HaITyJIPeHHON MPHUYECKOy, B cBoel pode. Ho onHa
JOCTHIJIA 1IeJIU. DTO OCBEIIIEHUE JIENIAJIO €€ Ha BUJ] OYeHb MOJIOXKABOM U MIPUBJIEKATENIBHOM, CK PHIBAJIO
T'YCTOH CJIOW 0N U pyMsiH, JISKABIIMN Ha YBSIIINX IeKax ee. B HacTosIiee BpeMs reHepabiie
yXke ObUIO JIeT cemMbaecsT msATh. OHa BBICOXJIA, CMOPIIMIACH, HO BCE €Ille B TEMHOTE MPOU3BOIAMIIA
BrieuaryieHue. [ 1yOokue yepHble I71a3a ee MHOT/IA TaK U TOPesv U3-TI0Jl pa3pUCOBAHHbIX, HACY PMJICH-
HBIX OpOBEH.

[MpocuaeB HECKOIBKO MUHYT HETIOIBUKHO, MTPUCTAJILHO IS/l HA TIOPTPET MOKOMHKKA, TeHe-
paJjibllia MPOTArMBaja PyKy K COHETKe, 3BOHIIIA. Yepe3 MUHYTY IIeBEeJINIACh MOPThepa, HECIIBIIITHBIM
II1aroM TOSIBJISIICS OIarooOpa3Hblid CTapbIi JIAKel, Hecsl cepeOPsHBIA TIOTHOCUK C KOe U IMeYeHbEM.
Bcernien 3a kode TOXe HecBIITHO BOerasia B Oyayap MaJieHbKasi MOXHaTtast Oesast coOauoHKa M yKJIa-
JBIBAJIACH HA TIONYIIKE y TeHEPAIBIHUHBIX HOT, 0)KUJIasi OOBIYHOTO KOPMJICHHS CaXapoM.

Takum 06pa3om MPOXOAMIIO Mmoyaca BpeMeHH. Toraa renepaibiia 3BOHUIa BTOPHYHO, U HA
9TOT 3BOHOK SIBJISIIACH MOJIOJIEHbKAS IEBYIIIKA, OHA U3 IIECTU BOCIIMTAHHHUII TeHEPAIbIIIN.

Bor yxe aaauats jiet kak [IponuineBa O6pana kK cebe Ha BOCIMTAHUE OHOBPEMEHHO IIIECTh
Oe/IHBIX JIeBOUYEK, OCOOCHHO el peKOMeHJOBaHHBIX. OHM KM B €€ JIoMe IOl HaJ30pOM TMOKUIION
I'yBEPHAHTKH, KOTOPOW T'eHepaJibliia OYeHb JOBEPSIA, YUMIKMCh, K HUM JIaKe MPUIJIAIIAIUCH YIUTEIs.
TH AEBOYKH, BBIA/ISA TIO OOJBILEH YaCTH U3 MPOCTOTO 3BaHMSI, IPEBPAIAIMCh B HACTOSIIIIUX Oaphi-
IIeHb. 3aTeM, KOrjla OHHM JOCTUTATU IBAIATHIIETHETO BO3pacTa, TeHepasbllla BXOIWIA B CHOIICHUSI
C M3BECTHOIO €l JTaBHO CBAXOH, MPE/CTABJISBIICH €l CIMCOK KEHUXOB. YCTPaMBAIUCh CMOTpPUHBI,
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BBIOPAHHBIN KEHHUX MPECTABIISIICS TeHepasbllie, 1 B CKOPOM BpEMEHH B JIOMe Tpa3HOBaJach CBa-
apOa. BocntaHHUIIE BBIAABAIOCH IPUIAHOE M HEKOTOPAasi CyMMa JIeHeT, MHOT/IA Jaske JOBOJIBbHO 3Ha-
YHUTEbHAS, €CJIH IEBYIIKA OKA3bIBAJIACh M3 T€HEPATIBIIMHBIX JIIOOUMUIL. Takum 00pa3oMm, B KEHHXAX
HUKOI/Ia He ObLJIO HEJIOCTaTKa, TeM OoJiee YTO BOCIMTAHHUIIBI BBIOVMPAJIUCH TIOUTH BCETa XOPOIIEHb-
Kre co6oro. Ha MecTo BBIOBIBIIMX Opaivch HOBBIE, B BO3pACTe OT JECATH JO TPUHAIIATH JIeT.

OTHOCUTENILHO TeHEePaIbIIM 00S3aHHOCTH STUX BOCIIMTAHHHUI] COCTOSUTH B OUEPETHOM IpU Hel
AeXypCTBe IJIsl yXaKMBaHUS 32 HEIO U JUTs UTeHbsl. Takum 0O6pa3om, Kaxaasi JeBOUKa JeKypHiia pas
B Henemo. [1o BockpeceHbsiM eKypcTB He ObiBasio. ['eHepasblia, Bo3Bpatsach U3 Asiekcannpo-Hes-
CKOM JIaBpBbI, IPU3bIBAJIA K ceOe cpa3y BCEX IMIECTEPhIX BOCITUTAHHHUI] BMECTE C MX T'YBEPHAHTKOW U
OeceoBaIa C HAMM. . .

JlexxypHast JeByIIKa, BO/Is IO 3BOHKY B Oy/tyap, OIXOAMIIA K pydKe OarogeTesbHUIIb, OCBe-
JOMJISIIACh O 3/I0POBbE M 3aTeM JOXHUIAiach MpuKa3aHuid. [eHepasbina OOBIKHOBEHHO HaYMHAJA C
TOTO, YTO MPHUKAa3bIBaja MPUMOTHATh HEMHOTO a0aKyp JIaMIIbl, OIJIsAbIBAJIa MPUCTAIBHO BOCTIMTAH-
HUILY U JieJ1ajla €l CBOM 3aMEYaHus.

— Yro 310, MaTyIIKa, KaK THl HeIHYE Mpuyecana? Hedero 3Tu JOKOHBI B30MBATH... YTOOB B
Apyrou pas s TeOsl Takoi MoXHaTo He Buaena!.. Bor, msam. ..

[enepanbiia MpoTSIrUBajia pyKy K CTOJMKY, BBHIOMpajia KapTUHKY, M300pa’kaBIIyI0 KaKylo-
HUOYb MOJIOAYIO JEBYIIKY B CAMOM HEBO3MOKHOM MpUYEcKe. Y Hee BCerza Ha CTOJIMKe Oblia 1iesast
KOJUIEKIIHS TAKUX KAPTHHOK.

— I'nsapu. .. BOT, MIsAM XOPOIIEHBKO U B CIIEYyIOIIee eKYPCTBO U3BOJIb TOYHO TaK OBITH MPHU-
yecaHHOM !..

— Cnymaro-c, Bailie IpeBOCXOJUTENbCTBO, — IOKOPHO OTBEYasa AEBYIIKA.

— Kaprunky TbI ¢ cOO0H BO3bMU, TOJIBKO CMOTPHU HE UCTPENH, He ucnaukaii. [Ipuyenics TouHO
TaK ke U IPUHECH ¢ coOO KapTUHKY. A 310 uto? Jlaii-Kka, MaTyIka, cioga pyky... gai-ka... Hukak
9TO ThI HOI'TH T'PbI3eIlb — OecCThIIHMIIA? !

— 51 He rpwI3y, Ballle MPEBOCXOIUTEIBCTRO.

— He niru, He 3anmpaiics. .. rpei3elb. .. DKas cKBepHasi npuBblyKa! UTOOB BIIpE/Ib 3TOTO s HE
Buziana. VI3Bofb HOCUTH UIMHHBIE HOTTH.

Hakoner; ocMOTp M 3aMeuaHUsi OKaHUMBAJIMCh, T€Hepasiblllia MPUKa3blBasa JIEBYIIKE B3SITh
KHUTY, CECTb BO3JIE€ JIAMIIbI U UUTATb.

KHnura oObIKHOBEHHO ObliIa KakOW-HUOYAb (DPaHITy3CKUil poMaH. Bce BOCTUTaHHUIIBI HOIKHBI
ObLIA XOPOIIIO TOBOPUTH MO-(PpaHIly3cku. YTeHHEe HAYMHAIOCh, HO C €KEMUHYTHBIMH TepPEePbIBAMH.
I'enepanbina ocraHaBIMBaIa:

— Iocroii... ocraHoBuCh. .. je dois me rappeler j'ai oublie I'histoire de ce Gustave... et puis. ..
la jeune comtesse... elle était la fille... la fille non, je ne me rappelle plus... raconte moi le
commencement.

Havano pomana ObUI0 YUTAHO APYTMMH BOCHHMTAHHUIIAMH, HO KaXJasl U3 HUX JOJKHA ObUIa
U3y4yaTh KHUTY, KOTOPAasl YMTAJIaCh TEeHEPaJIbIIIE.

JleByiika HaunMHama pacckasbiBaTb. CTapyxa OISATH IMpepbiBaja, MyCKasiCh B PacCykKIACHHUS.
Kpurtukosana, Haxonuia B poMaHe HeJOCTaTKH, HeCOOOPa3HOCTH.

— Hy, kak e 3T0 MOXHO, — TOBOpWJIa OHA, — OHU BCTPETUIIMUCH Ha Oay, a 51 He 3Hal0, B KAKOM
e oHa ObLa TaThe!

— Tyt ckazaHo, Barie MpeBOCXOAUTEHCTBO (BOCIIUTAHHMIIB IOJKHBI OBUTH B Pa3roBOpE C TeHe-
pasbIell Kak MOXKHO Yallle THUTYJIOBaTh €e), — TYT CKa3aHO, YTO OHA OblIa BCSI B PO30OBOM... toute
en roze.

— Toute en roze! Yro 310 3HaUMT? DTOro Mano. OH JOkKEH MOAPOOHO OMKUCATH ee TyalleT, U
Martepuio, 1 (pacoH, U BCE, OMHUM CJIOBOM. A TO Kak ke s Mory cebe mpexacraButh! Imyno, riymo
TeTiepb MUIIYT. .. CKY4YHO... He YiTail OOJbIIIe — OCTaBb KHUTY!

JleBy1iKa 3aKpblBajia KHUTY ¥ O)KUAaJIa JaJIbHENIIMX TPUKa3aHUM.
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['enepasnbinia HAUMHAA pacCIpaIIMBaTh 000 BCEM, UTO JIENaJIOCh 3a 3Ty Heaemo B jome. Cama
OHa HUKOTI/Ia HUYETro He MOIVIa BUJIETh, TAK KaK TOJIBKO Pa3 B HEJEJI0 IPOXOIUIIA 110 MapajHbIM KOM-
HaTtam, JJIs TOrO YTOOBI CECThb B IOXKUAABIIYIOCS €€ CTAPHMHHYIO TSDKEITYI0 KapeTy U exath B JaBpy. Ho
OHa Yy BCEX BCE paccrpallirBaia, BCeM HHTEPECOBAIACh.

OHa npepbiBajia paccka3 BOCIIUTAHHUIIBI.

— Croii, kerb! Kyuep Muxaiino ObLT TPETbEro JIHs MbsIH U €70 CBEJIH B IMOJIUIINIO, & THI TOBO-
PHILb, YTO OH BO3UJI BaC KaTaTbcs?

— M3BuHMTE, Ballle MIPEBOCXOAUTEBCTBO, 1 OIUOIACh, BO3WI Hac He Muxaiino, a [letp.

— To-To xe, cMoTpu — He ommbaiics. OTyero 310 Bo BropHuk Kats (ofiHa U3 BOCIIUTAHHUIL)
BECh Beuep nporuiakaia’?

— He 3Hato, Baille mpeBOCXOAUTENBCTBO.

— JIxelb, 3HaeIn!

— Ha, npaBo xe, He 3Haio!

— JIxeup, 3Haelb, TOBOPH. . .

— Jla Mb1 y 06eau 66011 y Beex CKOpOSIIINX, — 3alMHAsCh, C TPYIOM BBITOBapUBaJIa IEBYIIKA, —
U B IEPKBU Kakoi-To ouuiep Bapyr noxpouien k Kare u yro-to mwenny:n eit. A Hanexaa Hukonaesna
(3TO ryBepHaHTKa) CTaja TIOTOM JIOTBITHIBAThCA: KTO J1a KTo? A Karsi coBcem ero He 3HaeT. OOMIHO
il CTaJlo — BOT OHA M ILJIaKasa.

— Jlxews, jkenib! — BAPYr HaKUbIBAJIACh HA Hee TeHepasibliia. — M Jero ke Bbl JuKETe, Ipo-
TUBHbIE 1eBYOHKU! HeykTo He 3HaeTe, 4YTo OT MEHS1 HUYEero He CKpOellb!

— Jla 4 He Jry, Ballle IPEBOCXOAUTENIbCTBO, — YK€ CO CJIe€3aMM Ha [la3axX MPOU3HOCKIIA
AeByIIKA. — 5l Hu4Yero Oosbllie He 3HAIO. . .

— 3Haeub, 3Haelllb, OTVIMYHO 3HAEIllb, YTO 3TOT oduliep cyHyn Karbke 3ammcouky, a Ta ee B
kapMas. A korna Hanexxna HukonaeBHa goMa crana Ty 3alMcodKy TpeOoBaTh, OHA el ee He OoTaaa,
a cpena. Eme pa3 kakas-HuOyIb» U3 Bac Tak MOCTYNUT, TO OyaeTe Haka3aHbl. Masio TOro, s BBITOHIO
BUHOBaTyI0. {1 Bac oo, KOpMJIIO, BOCITUTHIBAI0, 00yYaio He /17151 TOrO, YTOObI Bbl HETOIHHUIIAMH JIeJia-
Juch. Bbl JOMKHBL KUTh YECTHO, HA MYKUMH HE 3aIJISI/IbIBAThCs, 3AlIMCOK OT HUX HE MPUHUMATb.
Bpems npuzer, 3amysk BbIliIeTe, TaK Belb s epe]l BAIIMMU MYKbsIMU JI0JKHA OBITh TIPaBa.

W ona nmpyHUMAaNack YMTaTh LETYI0 JEKIMIO O TOM, KaK JIOJKHBI BECTU ce0s1 OJIaronprCcTOiHbIe
nesuilbl. OHa TpeOOBaIa OT CBOMX BOCITUTAHHUI] IMEHHO TOTO, Yero HUKOTA B )KU3HH OT CaMoit ceOst
He TpeOoBasia. 3a HPABCTBEHHOCTHIO JIEBYIIIEK CIICIVIIN B IOME €lle ropas3zio CTPOXke, YeM KOIjia-To
CJIEINIT «TIOKOMHUK» 3@ HPABCTBEHHOCTBIO T€HEPaJIbILIN.

Hakoner renepaiibiiia OTIycKana oT ceOsi BOCIIUTAHHUILY 3aBTPaKaTh.

[ToTom K Heil BXOIWII KHsI3b — ee Opar, KOTOpOro OHa Ha3blBaJla HE MHa4ye Kak mon frere, B
OYeHb BaXHBIX ClIy4asix — Oparell, ¥ Joub ee, KHAruHsa MaparoBa. OHU NPUXOIWIIM MTO3aBTPAKaB, U
BCJIE/] 32 HUMM JIaKell BHOCWJI 3aBTPAK I'€HEPAIbIIIH.

Kusaruns pomkHa ObUta TiepeaTh MaTepd BCe TOPOJCKHME HOBOCTH; CKasaTb, IIe OHa ObLia
HaKaHyHe, Koro Bujea. [ eHepasbiia noqpoOHO 000 BceM paccIipallivBaia, MHTEPecoBaIach BCAKOIO
MEJIOYBIO.

HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO KHATHHE OBLIO YK€ MOJ MATHAECAT JIET U YTO IIPU 3TOM OHA OTJIMYaJIach,
KaK ye CKa3aHO, 3aMeyaTeIbHOM TOJIIIUHOI0, TeHEPaJIbIIIa 10 CUX MOP MPOAOJIKAIA CUMTATh €€ UyTh
HE JIEBOYKOM M YAaCTEHbKO JOIBITHIBAIAC:

— Hy, a kto e Tenepb TBOM aborateur? Kto 3a To60#1 yBrBaetcsa? C KeM MaxaelibCsi, MaTyIKa?
Her nu koro Ha mpumeTte?! f BOT Bce /1y, YTO HOBOTO 35iIThKa MHE MpecTaBuIilb. Tobko Oyap, chere
amie, OCTOpO’KHa, TOCOBETYWCsI CHaYajia Co MHOIO.

— AX, maman! — cMmesiCb, TOBOpWJIa KHATUHSA. — YTO 3TO BbI, MpaBo... [la s J1aBHBIM-JaBHO
BCSIKME MBICJTA O 3aMy’KeCTBe Opocuiia, B MOM JIM TOfIbl 00 3ToM AymaTh... Et avant tout je ne veux
pas étre ridicule...
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— Hy, ny, uro yx Tak! Thl eile Mosiona, 3a4eM He BBIUTH 3aMYXK, HE BCE JKe BIIOBETb. A YBUBa-
fotrcsa? YeuBatorcs? [TpusnHaiics?!

Kaaruna noxxmumasa rnjiedyamu.

— Mon oncle, — obparanach oHa K Jisifie, — XOTb Bbl CKOXHTE, maman, 4To 3a MHOIO, 32 9TaKO!
TYIIEH, 3a CTapyXOil, HUKTO YBUBAThCs HE CTaHeT. TeMHO TYyT Tak, 4TO JIM, YTO OHA MEHSI HEe BUJIUT.

Crapblil KH3b, He OTJIMYABIIHIACS CJIOBOOXOTJIMBOCTHIO, HA OOpaIlieHue TIEMSTHHUIIBI BCTABAJ
CO CBOETO MeCTa, MOAXOAWI K He, 11eJI0Bajl y Hee PYUKy.

— Hy, kakas xe 1l Tyma?! Kakas crapyxa?!

Bxomout 1akeli 1 JOKIaAbpIBal: KHA3b TAKOU-TO.

— Ipocu! — nocnenHo BCKpUKUBasa, BCSI BCTPENEHYBIIKCH, TeHEpaIbIIIa.

Ona oxoparmBajiach, MPOCHIIa ere OOoJbIe CIYCTUTh abaxyp JIaMIIbl, IPUHUMAJIA B CBOEM
OrPOMHOM KpecJjie IpallMo3HYI0 MO3Y U OKUAAJIa TOCTI.

Hecmotpst Ha TO uTO TeHepasibina Gojiee ABAAIATH JIET HEe MOKUAaTa CBOEH KOMHATHI U, T0-
BUAMMOMY, C/Iejiajia BCe, YTOObI IOPBATh CBSI3U C OOIIECTBOM, OOITIECTBO ee He 3a0bIBaJIO.
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XII. 3akar BeceJabIx qJHEeNn

[pexHsist ee KU3Hb U MPUKITIOUSHHUsI ObUIA XOPOIIO BCEM MaMSTHBI U B BUJIE JIETEH Il TIepe/ia-
BaJIUCh MOJIOJIOMY TMOKOJIeHUI0. Terneppb Hajl ee CTPaHHOCTSAMU, TPUYy/AaMy, TEMHON KOMHATOM, Tya-
netoM ExaTeprHMHCKUX BpEeMEH MNOTEeIaIUCh. A MEXAy TeM MOYTH BCe MPEICTABUTETM BBICIIETO
neTepOyprekoro oOIIecTBa CYMTAIN TTOYEMY-TO CBOEH OOS3aHHOCTHIO BpeMsl OT BpPEMEHH HaBeIlaTh
ee. C roqaMu BU3UTHI 3TH BOILIUTH IIPOCTO B 0OBIYAM, 3aHSITM MECTO Cpeu aparpagoB KOJIEKca CBET-
CKOW KU3HHU.

Bce o4eHb XOpoIIo 3HaM, YTO TeHepasibllia MPUHUMAET OT TPeX 1O MATH YacoB, a B Ipyroe
BpeMsl, KTO Obl HU MpHUexall, — BCeM OTKa3biBaeT. 1 B 3T Yachl B ee TeMHOM Oyayape coOMpaioch
MIOYTH €XEJHEBHO caMoe OrnecTsiiiee oOIecTBo. MaMeHbKH MPUBO3WIM €l TIOKa3aTh TOJIBKO YTO
BCTYNUBIIMX B CBET J04YeK. Mosofble JIIOIU CHEHIMIN K Hell ¢ U3BECTHEM O KaKOM-HHOYIb CBOEM
CITy’keOHOM TIOBBbIIIeHUH. Eif IepBoil 00BSIBISAIOCH O CBETCKMX MOMOJBKaX. [ToXkuJIbie JIioiu, CaHOB-
HUKY SIBJISUTHCH K HEll B Ha3HAUEHHBIE Yachl, KaK B KJIyO, XOpOIIIO 3Hasl, YTO B TEMHOM Oy/yape 3TOi
HaIyIpeHHO|, HApyMSTHEHHO! 1 HaOeJIeHHOM CTapyX1 BCerja MOKHO BCTPETUTh KAKOTO-HUOY/Ib HY K-
HOT'O WJIM MHTEPECHOTO YeJIOBEKa, Y3HaTh KaKyl-HUOYJb HOBOCTh, TPUTOTOBUTH TIOYUBY JJIsI KAKOTO-
HUOY/Ib Jiera.

Kakum 00pa3zoM Bce 3TO yCTPOMIIOCh, PEIIUTENLHO HENOHATHO. [10I05KMM, MOKOMHBIN TeHepa
B TIOCJIJTHUE TOIbI CBOEH JKM3HM OBbLT Ha BUAY, OTJIMYAJICS B TIOXOJE, TOJIb30BAJICS MIJIOCTHIO IMITe-
paropa IlaBna, a 3arem 1 BcTynuBiero Ha rpecron Asiekcanapa Ilasmosuya. Ho Begp OH Tak TaBHO
yMep, YTO BPEMEHH TPOIILJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO JUIsl TOTO, YTOOBI 3a0bITh JaXe U HEe TaKue 3aciyTH,
U He Takoe nosoxeHue 4yenoeka! ¥V [IpoHuIeBoi Tenepb yxke He ObLIo BIUATETbHON pogau. OHa
Aaxe v Py Ipyrom oopase KM3HU He MOorJia Obl PACCUUTHIBATH HA BUIHYIO POJIb B BHICIINX chepax. A
MEX/1y TeM, HUCKOJIbKO 3TOTO He jKeJlasl, He iyMasl U Iaxe He 3aMeuasi 9Toro, oHa, 61arogapst Kakomy-
TO HEMOHATHOMY Kamlpu3y CyabObl, UTpaJia poJib.

Bce rosopunm: «Iynasi, BbUKMBIIAS U3 yma crapyxa... CMelllHas, Hesenas crapyxa!» U Bce
e BCe K He exaJlu, CIUIETHUYAITH ei, COBETOBAIUCH C HEl0, TIOBEPrajiv Ha ee Cy U KPUTUKY BCEBO3-
MOXHBIE BOTIPOCHI CBETCKOM KU3HHU.

«Buepa y IIponurieBoii roBopusioch 0 ToM-To. .. [IpoHuriesa cka3ana. .. [IponuineBa HaxoquT
TO U TO...» «AX, Boxe MOH, KTO e oOpaiaer BHUIMaHUE Ha CJIOBa 3TOW TMOJOYMHOHN CTapyXHu...
TonbKo [TpoHMITIEBa M1 MOXKET TaK pacCyXkaarh!» A Mexay TeM o0 ee pacCcykICHUSIX, MHCHHSX, ee
MIPUTOBOPAX TOBOPHJIOCH, C HUMU MPUXOIMIIOCH CUUTATHCS — M CUUTAIIUC.

«AX, Kakasi CKyKa exaTh B TaKyIO JJaJib, B 9Ty MPa4YHYIO TPOOHHUILY ... K 3TOi Mymun!» U exanu,
MOTOMY UTO BCE K HEH €34T, IOTOMY YTO 3TO IPUHSITO.

JI1s1 KaKIOro MOJOAOTO YeJIOBeKa, BCTYMHMBIIETO B CBET M HAYMHABILIETO TaK WM HMHAYe
Kapbepy, ObUTO0 Hen30eKHO OBITh MpeCcTaBIeHHBIM [IpOHUITIEBO, U IEHb 3TOTO MPeICTaBICHUS ObLT
MHOT/Ia 3HAMEHATEJIbHBIM JTHEM B XKHU3HU MOJIOJOTO YeJIOBeKa, OCOOEHHO €CJIU OH ObLT U3 MPHE3KHUX,
€cJIM OH He ycred emle cebe COCTaBUTh COJTMIHBIX CBSA3EW U TOJIE3HBIX 3HAKOMCTB. OH HElpeMEeHHO
JOJKeH ObLT BCTPETUTh B 9TOM TEMHOW KOMHATe, I7ie TaxJio BCerja MbUIbl0 U KAKMMU-TO KarlIsIMH,
OYeHb BIMATEIBHBIX JOJEH, KOTOPhIM JI0Oe3Hasi X035MKa ero HempeMeHHO MpecTaBysiia, HHOTA,
BIIPOYEM, OYEHb CTPAHHBIM 00Pa30M.

Ona npriHMMana Bcex, KO BCeM OTHOCHIIACh C OJJMHAKOBOM JII0OE3HOCTHIO; HO JIIoAM O3 TUTYIa
HUKaKUM 00pa30oM He MOIJIU OBbITh B ee KoMHate. TyT Bce ObLIM KHsA3bsI, Tpadbl, 0APOHBI U TeHEPAJTBI.
Y KOro HeI0CTaBaIo TUTYJIa, TOMY OHA Cama ero rpuaaBana. SIBasercs, Hanpumep, MOJIOIOH YeI0BeK
¢ camoii HeOmaro3pyuHou pamrutueir. OHa ero mpeCcTaBIseT CBOMM rocTsm: «ChIH TeHepasia TaKoro-
TO» WIN: «BHYYeK reHepasIbllii Takou-To». Y eMy HeT HUKaKoi BO3MOXHOCTH MOMPABUTD OIITUOKY,
3asBUTh, YTO OTEIl €r0 HUKOT/IA U He TyMaJsl ObITh TeHEePaIoM WK 0a0yIIKka — reHepaibIieit. ITo ObLIO
Obl Oe3ymMue, OH cliesiast Obl Iep30CTh JIIOE3HOW X03s1Ke U HaBcera ObLT Obl JIMIIIEH BO3MOKHOCTU
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TOTIACTh B 9TO CBATUJIMIIE, O€3 KOTOPOTo eMy Hellb3sl ObLIIO OOOWTHCH, €CII OH KeJlal 4ero-HuOy/Ib
JOCTUTHYTh. 3a HEKOTOPHIMU MOJIOZIBIMU JIIOAbMU TaK U OCTAJIOCh IPO3BHUIIE «IIPOHUIIEBCKUX I'€He-
paJIbCKUX CHIHOBEW U BHyuaT». HO 3T0 mpo3Buille HUUEMY He MelIajio, AaXe U OHO KJajio Ha Yello-
BeKa ocoOeHHyIo revatb. OH ObiBaeT y [IpoHMIIEBOI — 3HAUUT, €r0 BCIOAY MPUHSATH MOXKHO.

I'enepastpiiia, monysexa B CBOEM Kpecie, BHUMATEIbHO HACTOPOKUBILKCH, CIIyIlajda CBOMX
rocTel, paccrpalimBaia 000 BceX MoAPOOHOCTIX BUEPAIIHEro 0ajia, O MPUIBOPHBIX HOBOCTSIX U CITy-
xax. OHa MPUBETCTBOBAJIA HOBBIX BXOJIMBIIMX TOCTEM, 3HAKOMUJIA HE3HAKOMBIX MEXIy COOOM, TIpH-
OaBIsist HEM30EKHBIA TUTYIL.

K nsarm yacam oHa HauMHazia 4yBCTBOBaTb yTOMJIEHME M rosion. Huyero mHTepecHoro yxke
HE OCTaBaJIOCh, BCE PAacCcKa3aHo, pa3o0paHo, peiieHo. B coceqHelt koMHate pasgaeTcsi ryCToi 3BYK
OIPOMHBIX CTAPUHHBIX YacoB — ObeT MsATh. [ eHepasbina xBaraercs 3a coHeTKy. [losBisiercs akeu.

— Hukoro He mpuHUMAaTh OOJbIIE! — TOBOPUT OHA. Bce BCTaloT, MPOIIATCS U Ye3KaloT.

OHa o1sITh 3BOHUT.

— O6enars!..

Tyt Ha cueny nossisercs HoBoe o — [lenares IleTpoBHa, KOMITaHBOHKA I'€HEPAJIBILIH, CTa-
pasi IeBHlia HEB3PAuHOI'o BU/A, BCETJa HOCAIIAsl YEPHOE I1IEJIKOBOE IUIAThe U IJIA/IKO 3a4eChlBAIOIIas
C BUCOYKAMH KHUJKHUE, KAKOro-To Oyporo mBeta Bosiockl. [1a3a y [enaren [leTpoBHBI Beeria momy3a-
KpbIThL. HOC Takoii MaJleHbKHIA, UTO €ro Kak Oy/ITO COBCEM HET, POT CJIOKEH cepeukoM. JBaiaTs et
reHepasibina HepazinyyuHa ¢ [lenareeii [lerpoBnoit. JBaaarte jiet, u3o AHsA B AeHb, [lenares [letpoBHa
SIBJISIETCS] B TEMHYIO KOMHATY POBHO B ISITh YaCOB M HAYMHAET B HEM X03AHNYaTh. C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa
reHepasbllia yXe HU JUIsl KOro He CYIIECTBYET, YTO Obl HU CIIy4MJIOCh, Kakasi Obl IO Hee HH Oblia
HaJIOOHOCTh, — CAaMbIM OJTM3KUM K HEH JIIOIsAM, Jake J0Uepy ee, Hellb3s BOWTH. B camom kpaitHeM
ciryyae MOXHO BbI3Bath [lemnareio [lerpoBHy, eit cooOmmTh uto cienyer. Ho yxe Ilenares [TerpoBHa
PEIINT, CTOUT JIM JIeJI0 TOTO, YTOOBI JOJIOKUTh HEMEJICHHO TeHepaJIbliie, UM MOKHO TOJOXAATh /10
yTpa.

[enepanbina oOeqaeT Ha MaJICHBKOM CTOJIMKE, KOTOPBIN NpuIBUraercs K ee kpeciy. [lenares
[lerpoBHa eil mpuciyXuBaeT, IpUHUMas KylllaHbsl OT JIakes, ocTarolerocsi 3a nopreepoid. Ilocne
o0ela cKaTtepTh CHUMAETCSl CO CTOJMKA, MOSIBIISIOTCS KapThl, HAYMHAETCS HECKOHYAEMBbIN MaChsIHC,
B NpomeskyTKax Kotoporo Ilenares [lerpoBHa cooOIaeT reHepasibiiie Bce JOMAIIHUE CIIIETHHU, BCE
MEJIOUH U3 JKU3HU KHATUHH-IO0YEpH, KHA3SI-OpaTa, BOCIIMTAHHUIL, UX T'YBEPHAHTKH, IMPUXOJISIIUX
yUHTelNel U yUUTENIbHUILL, TIPUCITYTH, HAYMHAS CO CTapliell TOpHUYHOMW, Oy(eTurka 1 KoH4Yast mocie-
HEll CyIOMOMKOIN U IOBaPEHKOM.

ST CIUIETHU CTIaJIeH, IEBUYbUX, KYXHU U KyU4ePCKON TOYHO TaK K€ UHTEPECYIOT reHepaiblily,
KaK ¥ COOOIIIEHHBIE e OT ABYX JI0 MSATH YaCOB UCTOPHUU U CIUIETHU U3 OOJIBIIOro cBeta. OveHb 4acTo
reHepasibllia, B CBOIO ouyepelp, nepeaaet [lenaree [leTpoBHe 0 TOM, UTO CIlbIIIATa OT CBOMX TOCTEN.

— A 3naere sy, [lenares [lerpoBHa, — TOBOPUT OHA BIPYT, OTKJIAJbIBasi KAPThl U MOAIUPAs
BBICOXIIICH PyKOH B OpacieTax U KOJblax ApsiOnyio, HaKpaleHHYIO eKy, — 3HaeTe JI, 9To rpadhuHs
CoMoHOBa CTaBUT MyXky pora. Tperbero aHs y Hee poausicsi peGeHOK, Hukomaem Ha3Basi, HOCUTD
OyneT rpadckyo pamummio — a yeit oH?!

Potuk Ilenareun [leTpoBHBI COBCEM MpeBpalliaeTcs B CEPAEUKO, [Ia3KU BAPYT PacKpPbIBAIOTCS.

— U ckaxute, noxanyicra, feia Kakue! — IpoTATUBaeT OHA C HEOOJIBIINM IPHCBUCTOM.

— Jla, marymka, 310 BepHO! A 4Yeii oH peOeHOK, 51 TeOe CIpalliBaio0 — Kak ThI MoJIaraenn ?

— He 3Hato 51, MaTy1Ka, Ballle IPEeBOCXOAUTENIBCTBO, OTKY/AA K€ MHE 3HATh-TO!

— A s 3Hato yeit oH — KHs13s1 Hukonast IBanoBuua. KHs35-To 3Haelb, yaii, Buepa OH y MeHsI
ObL1?!

— 3Halo, MaTyIKa O1arofieTe/IbHUIA, 3HAI0, KaK HE 3HATh.

— Hy, Tak BOT 31O ero pebGeHOK.

— O, I'ocniozu, BOT Hema-To!
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— la m Huxkonaem oHa ero B 4ecTb KHsI351 Ha3Bala. A My pajyeTcsl — CbIH U HACJIETHUK —
JaBHO kJjan!..

Ienepanbina yipidaeTcs. XuxukaeT THXOHbKO U [lenarest [lerpoBHa.

— A noBkasi 6abeHKa 3Ta rpaduHs! — BAPYT BCS OXKMBIISAACH M TOBOPSI TAKUM TOHOM, KaKoro,
KOHEYHO, HUKTO HUKOT/Ia He MOT OBl ¥ TIOJIO3peBaTh B Hell, 3aMeuaet reHepasbina. — Jlopkas OadeHka!
A Bce ke g B Moe BpeMsl OblIa ee JioBuee. 3Haete Jin, marymika [lemares [TeTpoBHa, 4TO CO MHOIO
pas ciyuusoch?

W HaunHaeTcs pacckas 0 KakoM-HHUOY/Ib JTIOOOBHOM MPHUKTIOUYEHUH CO BCEBO3MOKHBIMU HEOXKH-
OaHHBIMU M CKaOpe3HbIMHU MOAPOOHOCTSIMU. U mepenaer reHepaibilia 3TOT paccka3 ¢ BUAMMbBIM
HacnaxaeHreM. OHa O)KMBJIeHa, OHa IIOHUMAETCS C KpecJa, I71a3a ee cBepkaioT. OHa cMeeTcsi CBOUM
cTapbiM, Jpede3kKanIiM CMEXOM, U el B OTBET MPUCBUCTHIBaeT u xuxukaet [lenares IlerposHa. Bot
TallHa 3TOW NpyXkObl, TallHA STHX BEUEPHHUX BPEMSIIPOBOXKACHWNA. [ eHepasbilia HalllIa CyIIeCTBO,
niepe]; KOTOPhIM MOXKET He CTECHATHCS, Mepejl KOTOPBIM MOXET CBOOOJHO BCTIOMHUHATH CBOIO TPEXOB-
HYIO MOJIOZIOCTb, — @ 9TH BOCIIOMUHAHUS €l OECKOHEUHO JIOPOTH.

Takum 06pa3oMm, B pacKJIabIBaHUM MAChsTHCA U MHTEPECHBIX Pa3roBOpax HE3aMETHO MPOXOAUT
Beuep. [ 'eHepasipilia CMOTPUT HA YACHl — yXKe MOTHOYb.

— Hy, marymika, cniate nopa, — ropopur oHa Ilenaree Ilerposhe. — [1o30BuTe AHHY.

SBnsercsa AHHa, cTapas AeBYIIKa, U3YYMBIIIAs TaK e XOPOIIO, KaK ¥ KOMIIAHbOHKA, BCE TTPH-
BBIYKH U IpUBepeTHrYanbs 6apsiHu. OHa, BiBoeM c [lenareeii [leTpoBHOIA, pa3otiadaeTt reHepablily
1 youpaet ee Ha HOYb. OHM CHUMAIOT HaKJIaJHbIe OYKJIM, CMBIBAIOT Oe/InIIa U pyMsiHa CO IIeK, KpacKy
c OpoBell U Tak jgainee. [‘eHepasplina OTIyCKaeT UX OT ceds U OCTaeTcsl OJHA B CBOEH MPOCTOPHOU
CrajibHe, HAIIOJTHEHHOM 3aTXJIbIM, BO BCE BBEBILMMCS 3ar1axoM KOcMeTUKH. CriaJibHs OCBELIEHA JIaM-
Naj oM, TOpsIIel Mepei OrpOMHBIM, YCTPOSHHBIM B BHJIE MKOHOCTACa KMOTOM, TJie pa3MellleHbl, 110
OOJIBIIIEN YaCTH CTAPUHHOTO TIOUYEPHEBIIIETO MMCbMa MKOHBI B MACCUBHBIX 30JI0UEHBIX paMax. Heko-
TOpBIE U3 STUX UKOH OOraTo YCHINaHbl )KEMUYYTOM U IParoleHHBIMHA KaMHSIMHU. DTOT KHOT IIPE/ICTaB-
JsieT co00I0 OUeHb 3HAYUTEIIBHYIO IIEHHOCTh. DTO Haclieue O1aro4ecTUBbIX MPEIKOB.

IeHepastbilia HAKUIBIBAET Ha ceOs YTO-TO BpOJE TEMHOrO OAapXaTHOTrO XajaTa, MOAOMTOrO
TMIOKETEBIIUM ropHOCcTaeBbM MexoM. Kak Hu OniefieH oTOMecK JlamMmna/ibl, HO BCe e OH JJOCTATOYHO
o3apsieT (pUrypy CTapyxu, KaJIKYIO U IIOYTH OTBPATUTEIIbHYIO (PUTYPY, KOTOPYIO, KOHEYHO, HE y3HAII
Obl HUKTO U3 JIHEBHBIX MOCETUTENIEH, KOTOPYIO Obl He y3HAIM HU «mon frére», HU KHATUHS-A0Yb.
JKuakue, oYty COBCEM B MHBIX MECTaX BbUIE3IINE BOJIOCH CIIPSTAHBI IO, HOYHBIM YEITYUKOM, 00J1e-
raloyM MaJeHbKYIO TOJIOBY. JIMIIO cMOpIIeHHOE, Ops0I0e, CTapYecKoe, ¢ MPOBATMBIIMMCS PTOM.
JIBe BCTaBHBbIE YeTIOCTH BBIHYTHI M JISKAT B YAIlIKe C BOJIOW HA CTOJIMKE y KpoBaTu. M3-mon HakuHY-
TOro 0apXxaTHOTO XajlaTa BHIISIIBIBAIOT OUEPTAHMS UCCOXIIEN CTApUYECKOH Ipy/In U KOCT/ISIBBIE JIOKTH.

['enepasnbina MOAXOIUT K KHOTY, OITYCKAETCs C JIETKMM CTOHOM Ha MSATKYIO MOAYIIKY ¥ Ha4H-
HaeT MoiuThes. [IpoBasnuBIecs, OeaHble, ApoxKaliie TyObl Oe33BYUHO IIEMUYT, OOJBIINE YepPHBIE
71232, OKpyXeHHBIE TITyOOKMMH MOPIIIMHAMHU, TO COBCEM 3aKPBIBAIOTCS, TO IIMPOKO, C HEOTpeesIeH-
HBIM BBIPQ)KCHUEM IJISASAT HAa TEMHBIE JIMKU UKOH. [ eHepasbina Monutes ropsiyo. OHa nmo3adbuia Bee,
YTO 3aHMMAJIO ee B TeueHue JHs. 3a0blia Bce HOBOCTH, NIEpPECy/Ibl, BCE BOJTHOBABIIME €€ MBICTH U
omrymieHusi. OHa BEpUT, UCKPEHHO, BceM cepjiieM Beput B Mmusiocepaue boxbse. M ona momur Ero
MIPOCTHUTH €€ TPEXHU, BOJIbHBIE U HEBOJIbHBIE, BCE €€ OKAsSHCTBA U BCIO €€ TYIIEBHYIO MEP30CTh.

[ToTom OT MOMUTBHL 3a ce0s1 OHA TIEPEXOUT K MOJIMTBE 32 BCEX JIOIEH, 3a BceX ONM3KUX U
JaJIeKMX, 32 BCEX Ipelalyx, CTPaKIyIIuX, 320y aaomuxcs. OHa ToOUT JTI0Aed 1 HUKAKOTro 371 B
Heil HeT. OHa MOJUTCA 32 BparoB cBoux. Ho TyT ke y Hee MeJbKaeT MbIC/b, O TOM, YTO Beb BParoB
y Hee HeT. Eciiu KTo cmeetcst Hall Helo, 3aBUJYeT eil, MopUIIaeT ee — pa3Be 3To Bparu? U kakoe eit
10 3TOro Jiesio!

Omna ycriokanBaeTcsl Ha MbICJIH, 4TO Bor HenmpeMeHHO ee MOMIITYeT, IOTOMY 4TO 3714, 110 Kpai-
Hell Mepe, BOJILHOTO, OHA HUKOMY He cliefiajia B KM3HHM, a 00O Jesaja v AelaeT CKOJIbKO MoxeT. U
MaJIO-TIOMaJTy OHa MpeoOpakaeTcs B 3ToM ropsiaeit MoimTee. Clie3sl TEKYT 110 IeKaM ee, Taxe BCs ee
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crapyeckas, KOocTIsBas (purypa yxe He TIopaxkaeT CBOUM KaJIKUM 0e300pa3rieM; B Hell, — UTO TPYTHO
OBbLIO OBI MPEITONOKUTh B TO BpeMsI, KOTJIa OHA CMbIBaJla Oe/Iijia U pyMsiHA U BBIHMMAJia BCTAaBHbIC
3yOBbl, — sABJISIETCA JIaxke KaKoe-To OnarooOpasue, 4ro-To rnmoyreHHoe. MoIMTBa IPUHOCHUT €l HOBOE
HacJIaxJieHrne, 6oJiee CHIIbHOE, YeM 3TH JIoOuMbie pa3roBopsl ¢ [lenareeit IleTpoBHON.

OHa BcTaeT CIOKOWHAs, SICHasl, YKJIAIbIBaeTCs Ha BBICOKO B30OWTBIC MMyXOBBIC IMEPUHBI CBOEH
IIIMPOKOH CTAPOMOTHOM KPOBATH, CPer MOAYIIEK U MOAyIIeUeK, KOTOphie pa3meniaeT BOKPYr ceOs
B MPHUBBIYHOM TIOPSIJIKE U cTapaercs 3acHyTh. Ho 3T0 eif He ckopo ymaercsa. Crapyeckuie HEeIyTH,
YCHJICHHBIE BPETHBIM 00pa30M KU3HU, KOTOPBIN OHA BeZIeT, Aal0T cebs 3HaTh. OHM OYITO MOKUIATN
9TOT Yac, Cpeu THS He MOJAHUMAJIM TOJI0Ca, a Terepb, B TUIIIMHE W CIIOKOMCTBHU, KOTOPOE IAPHT
BOKPYT, BAPYT 3arOBOPUJIM BCE pa30M, BPYT 3aBO3UJIMCH U HE JAIOT TIOKOs. To 371eCh JIOMUT, TO TaM
KOJIET, CTpeJIsieT, TOMUT 1 xkeT. C THXUM CTOHOM [TOBOPAYMBAETCs cTapyxa ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, pacThpaet
CBOM HCCOXIIUE HOTH.

Ho BoT, HakoHel1, OyTO HACKYUYHUB 3TOM OECITOKOMHON BO3HEIO, CTAPYECKHE HEAYTH TPUTHXAIOT,
Y B CTIAJIbHE pa3/iaeTcs MEPHOE JbIXaHbE.

I'enepastbina 3acHyna. Ee COH Kperok U TOJIBKO M3peiKa HapyIiaeTcsl KAKUM-HUOY/Ib CHOBUJIC-
HUEM, MIEPEHOCAIINM €€ B CTapble CYACTIMBBIC IOJIbl, K MOJIOZIOCTH, K KPAacOTe W rpexaM, Tak JIaBHO
Y HEBO3BPATHO YJIETEBIIHM.

58



B. C. ConoBbeB. «Crapblii 1oM»

XIII. /Isaast 1 miaeMsiHHUIA

PsoM co cTpaHHOIO JKM3HBIO TeHEPAJIbIIIM MpOTeKala He MeHee CTpaHHasl KHM3Hb ee Oparta,
k13 Ecniepa AnonoHoBrya YHxkuHCKOr0. OH OBUT rOpa3aio MOJIOKE CeCTpBI, JIET Ha IBEHAIATh,
HEOOJIBIIION0 POCTa, CYXOH, C MEJIKUMHU YepTaMHM JIMIia, BCEra INaJKO BBIOPUTOrO, C U3YMHUTEIILHO
3a4eCaHHbIMM KOKaMH TOIKpalieHHbIX Bojoc. OH OfieBaJICs 0 MOC/IeIHe MOJIe ¥ OY€Hb MOJIOJIO.
OT Hero 3a HECKOJIbKO apIlvH MaxJIo JJyXamMu. XOIWJI OH BIPHITPbIKKY, KaK BOPOOYIIIEK, ¥ TO U JIEJIO
MOTHpaJT pyKH, OYATO MX HAMBUIUBASI.

Kus3b Ecriep He 3Ha1 MaTepu, KOTOpast yMepiia, pou3Bes ero Ha cBet. Otell Majio odparial
Ha Hero BHUMaHUSI, CeCTpa Toke He UM OblTa 3aHsATa. BeIpoc OH, TakuM 00pa3oM, B OOJIBIIIOM OOoratoM
7oMe 3a0poiieHHbIM peOeHKOM. [ToToM K HeMy MPHUCTABMIIN YYUTEIs, IPUTOTOBUIM €r0 KOoe-Kak B
BOEHHOE YUMJIMIIIE, HO OH He KOHUMJI Kypca, yeXaJl 3a TPaHHILy, CKUTAJICS TaM HECKOJIbKO JieT. [Totom
PsIMO Toexasl K ce0e B IepeBHI0. DTO ObLIO YKe Mocjie cMepTH oTiia. Kak OH JKuJl, YeM 3aHUMAJICs —
HHUKTO 0 TOM He 3Haj1. CecTpa ¢ HUM NOYTH He Buaasiack. HakoHelr, Korjia OHa OBJIOBeJIa, OH HAIUCaJT
eit, 4To codmpaeTcst Ha KuTbhe B [leTepOypr, 1 OHA Ipe/ITOKKIIA EMY TIOCEUThCS Y Hee B ioMe. Tak oH
u crenai. U ¢ Tex mop ABauaTh JET MPOKUBAJ 3[€Ch, M3PE/IKa, Ha JISTHEE BPEMSI, ye3Kasi B ICPEBHIO
¥ BO3BpaIasich K OCEHHU.

TpyaHo ObUTO cede MpeacTaBUTh, KAKUM 00pa30M MPOIILIa KM3Hb ITOTO YeJIOBEKa, KaKoBa OblIa
ero mosonocTb. OH HUKOIIa HUKOMY O ceOe He pacckasbiBaia. OH CHjIeN JI0Ma MHOTA MO IeJIbiM
JHSIM, TIO-BUJMIMOMY, HE MCKaJl pa3BJIeUeHHIA, 3a HICKJIIOUEHHEM, BITPOUEM, Oajieta, KOTOPbIi MOCeIa
JOBOJILHO YacTo, XOTsl [T0YEMY-TO BCera 00 3TOM yMaauuBal. MexXIy TeM ero HUKaK HeJib3sl ObLIo
Ha3BaTh HeoaAUMBIM. OUyTUBIIKCH B OOINECTBE, OH He OeXkall OT Hero, a Jiaxe HallpoOTUB, Ka3aiocCh,
YyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 OUEHb XOPOIIIO, HHTEPECOBAJICS BCEM, O YeM TOBOPUIIOCh. M XOTS ObLI JOBOJIBHO
MOJTYAJTUB, HO €CJIM YTO-HUOY/Ib CKaXeT, TO Bceraa pasyMmHo. OH, BUIMMO, JIbHYJI K OYeHb MOJIOCHb-
KMM JIEBYIIIKaM W JlamMaM, TMOJICAKMBAJICS K HUM, CJIaKO YJIbIOAJICS, TOBOPUI KOMIUTMMEHTBI; TPH
ManeﬁmeM 3HAKEC BHUMAHUSA C UX CTOpOHbI OKOHYATCJIbHO TasiJI.

C pazpelieHrst reHepaIblli OH MPHUHSIT Ha ceOst 00S3aHHOCTh 3aHUMAThCSI C €€ BOCITUTAHHU-
amMu apuhMETUKON ¥ reorpaduei U caMbIM aKKypaTHBIM 00pa30M HMCTIONHST 3Ty 00SI3aHHOCTh; HE
ObLIO TIpUMepa, YToObl KHs3b Ecniep mponyctit ypok. OHO, Y4ero oH He JIIOWI, 9TO IPUCYTCTBUS
Ha ero ypokax I'yBepHaHTKH, KOTOPYIO BCEr/a yIasil Mojl KaKMM-HHUOY/Ib TPEIOTOM.

OTHoOIIIeHHe TeHePaTbIIIMHBIX BOCIIUTAHHUIT K KHS310 OBLIO JOBOJIBHO CTpaHHOE. [ 0BOps 0 HeM,
OHH BCeraa Kak-To 0COOCHHO MePEMHUTHBAJIKCh, JIa K C HUM O0paIlairuch oueHb (haMiibsipHO. Bripo-
4yeM, OHH, OUEBHIHO, ero Jirooum. OH ux GaioBal, Aeial UM MOoJapKu, MHOTA MPU3bIBa K ceOe B
ME30HUH U TaM IIOKa3bIBAJI UM paBHble I/IHTCpeCHbIe BEIIUIIbI, JaBHO-JABHO KOI'Ja-TO BBIBE3€HHbIC U3
Yy)KMX KpaeB, a TaKKe MPEKPacHbIe XyH0KECTBEHHbIE U3aHKS U TPABIOPHI, IO KOTOPHIX ObLT OOJIb-
]_HOI;'I OXOTHHUK. I/IHOF)Ia OH 4YuTaJl UM KHUI'U IIYXOBHOI‘O U MUCTHUYCCKOI'O COIICp)KaHI/IH, B KOTOpI)IX
OHH ITOYTU HUYCTIO HEC ITOHUMAJIA. HO TaK KakK 3TU YTCHUA COHpOBO)KIIaJII/ICL yFOHleHI/IHMI/I, pa3HbIMI/I
JIAKOMCTBaMH, TO ICBOYKHM OXOTHO Ha HUX COOUPAJIVCh.

K cecrpe kHs3b Ecriep oTHOCHIICS ¢ OOJBIIMM ITOYTEHHUEM, 1IEIOBA Y HEe PYKH, TOBOPHII il
«BbI» U HAaXE€ MHOI'JA HAa3bIBAJI €€ «Balllc HpeBOCXOIII/ITeJI])CTBO». OTHO]_HGHI/IH €ro K 1JIEMsHHUAIIC,
KHsAruHe MapartoBoi, Oblii coBceM HHbIe. OH ObLI C HEI0 BCeraa mpeaynpeanTesieH, HO Kak-To He
no-pozcTBeHHOMY. IHOTrIa 1ake Ka3ajaoch, YTO OH MIPOCTO-HAIPOCTO ee OOUTC.

Mesxay HUMH, XOTSI 002 BCSIYECKU CKPBIBAJIM 3TO, ObLIa B3avMHasl aHTHTATUs. VIX HUKOrma
HeJIb3s1 ObLIO 3aCTaTh BABOEM B OTKPOBEHHOM POJICTBEHHOM Pa3roBOpe; MHOTJIA MOXKHO ObLIO MPSMO
3aMETHTh, YTO OHU U30ETaloT IPYT JAPyra, a COUIYTCS MPH MOCTOPOHHUX — U HUYETO, HUKAKUX CIIO-
pOB, HI/IKI/IPOBOK Me)K,Z[y HUMU HE 61)1)10. TOJI])KO KHATUHSA UHOrga ridgaciaa Ha g4 410 Ecnepa C ABHBIM
npeHeOpeKeHUEM, TIOUTH Jake C FaJIMBOCTBIO. A OH TePSUICS MO ee B3IJIsIaMH, €My CTAHOBHIIOChH
HeJIoBKO. OH KakK-TO CheKUBAJICS M COBCEM 3aMoJiKasl. M 310 OblIo TeM OoJsiee CTPaHHO, YTO KHSI3b
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Ecniep, oueBrHO, ObUT OYEHBb TOOPOIYIITHBIN Y€IOBEK, He JICJIABIINN HUKOMY 3J1a, 4, HAlIPOTUB, CTa-
paBIIHiics BceM OBITh TPUSTHBIM.

Koe-kTo 13 OMM3KHUX K 3TOMY CEeMEWCTBY JIIO[CH, TIoaMedasi HeU4TO CTPaHHOE B OTHOIICHUSIX
IS Y TUTEMSTHHUIIBI, TOBOPUJIH, YTO ME3KIy HUMH €CTh CTaphle CUEThI; HO KaKHMe CUEThI, UTO TAKOe —
3TO HUKOMY He ObLIIO U3BECTHO.

Cama kHsruHs1 MapaToBa, HeCMOTpPSI Ha CBOIO C/Ta0OCTh K 4Yepecuyp PacCestHHOM CBETCKON
KU3HU M Ype3MEpPHYIO TOJIIMHY, HaJl KOTOPOW OHA cama MpexJe BCeX cMesIach, Oblia J0Operm
CYIIIECTBOM M TP STOM KEHIIMHA Oe3yMPeuHON permyTallum.

B cBerte, 1716 OOBIKHOBEHHO B M3YMUTEJIBHBIX MOAPOOHOCTSIX 3HAIOT HE TOJIBKO BCIO TIOHOTOT-
HYI0 OJIMKHET0, HO JTaXke Takue OOCTOSITETIbCTBA, KOTOPBIX HUKOT/IA U He OBIBAJIO, HUYETO JBYCMBIC-
JIGHHOTO HE MOTJI PaccKa3aTh U MPHUIYMaTh OTHOCUTELHO KHATUHU. OHA OYeHb CYACTIIMBO KA
C MOKOMHBIM MYy’KeM. A KOrJa OB/IOBEJA, TO He jKaJIOBAJIACh, HE BHICTABIISIA HAIIOKA3 CBOETO Topsl —
nepeskuia ero cama ¢ coooro. M nmo okoH4aHNM Tpaypa CHOBA MOSIBUIIACH B CBETE, CIeNanach HeU3-
OeXHBIM aKCecCyapoM KaskI0TO JIIAHOTO coOpaHus. Poiu HUKakoi OHa He Urpania, He TIOTOMY, 4TO
HE MOIJIa UTPaTh, a IOTOMY, YTO BOBCE 3TOro He xoTena. OHa HUKOrJa He CIUIETHUYANA, He 3710CTI0-
BWJIa, HUKOMY HH B YeM He BpeJuiia, yMesia Co BCeMU JIauTb. Ecu B pekux ciydasix K Herd oOpa-
IIAJTMCh 32 COBETAMH WJIM 32 TTOMOIIIBIO, — COBETHI €€ ObLIH OJIaropa3yMHBbI, B IOMOIIM OHAa HUKOT/IA He
oTKasbiBaJia. Takylo keHIIMHY CJIeNOBAJI0 OYeHb [IEHUTh, HO ee He IeHWIM. Ee npuriamany BComy,
Bce ObUTM B U3YMJICHUU €€ He BUIS — HO U TOJIBKO.

B nome oHa xmiia coBceM OCOOHSIKOM, HM BO UTO HE BMEIMBAJIach. B M3BECTHBINA Yac akKy-
PaTHO SIBJISLIACh B TEMHBIN Oydyap MaTepH, MPOBOAMIIA C HeW Jac-Apyrou 1 3ateM ucyesana. MHoraa
B €e MOMEIIeHUH, 110 Beuepam, codupaiuch roctu. Ho 3To ciydanock He yacto. BripoueM, HECKOJIBKO
pa3 B 3UMy OHa 3ajJaBaja, C pa3pelleHrs reHepaIbly, Oosbire ooepl. Torna mapaaHele KOMHATHI
JoMa MPUHUMAJIY TIPA3THIUYHBIN B, 4 JIBEPH B MIOKOW TeHEPAJIBIIH 3aMPAIUCh HA KJTIOY.

— 41 TebGe He Memalo, ma chére, — roBopuia reHepasibilia, — caeail MUJIOCTh, PHTJIAIIAi KOTO
3HAEIIIb. .. ITO XOPOIIIO, 3TO CJIeAYeT, TOIBKO YTOOBI 5 HE CIIBIIIANIA, Thl 3HACIITh, 51 HE MOTY BRIHOCUTD
ryma.

Ho 3aneprbie 1Bepu U CryIieHHBIE TsKEbIE IIOPThePhl HEe MPOMYCKAIN HUKAKOTO IITyMa B TeM-
HBIT Oyyap TeHepasibllid, KOTOpass B TO BpeMs Kak B MapaJHbBIX KOMHATaX IIJIO Becesbe-IMpoBa-
Hbe, 3aHnMaIach ¢ I[lenareeit [leTpoBHOI OOBIYHBIM MACHSIHCOM U OOBIYHBIMU MUJIBIMUA BOCIIOMUHA-
HUSIMU. . .

Kak-To pa3, okoJio IByX JIeT TOMY Ha3aJl, KHATUHS B 0ObIYHOE BpeMsI BOIIUIA K MaTepH U MOCIie
MIEPBBIX MTPUBETCTBUI M HEM30EKHOTO OTYETa O BUepalTHeM Oajie BAPYT MPOrOBOPHIIA:

— Maman, MHe Hy’KHO ITOCOBETOBAThCSI C BAMU OTHOCUTEJILHO OJJHOTO CEPbE3HOTrO JIea.

['eHepatbilia TPEBOKHO B3MJISIHYJIA HA JJOYb.

— Ma chere, 4T0 31O, YTO-HUOY/IH HETIPUATHOE?

— He Gecrokoiitech, HEMTPUATHOTO POBHO HUYETO HET.

— Tak roBopu ckopee... tu me faus peur... y TeOs TaKOW Cepbe3HbIN BU. ..

— [Motomy uTo sEN0 cephe3Hoe. Beb BB IOMHHUTE, maman, 9To Y MOETro MOKOWHOTO MYyka ObLT
JBOIOPOIHBIN Opat Jlam3uH. . .

— Jlam3uH. .. attends, ma chere... oui... je me rapelle... NOMHIO. .. KpacCKUBBIN TakoW opuULep. . .
Ho Bespb oH Obi1 He Bor 3Haet uro... Jlam3uH. .. Jlam3uH. .. ce n'est pas un beau nom...

— Ho on 06wl qBOIOPOHBINA OpaT Moero myxa... [IpeBOCXOIHBINA YeJOBeK... U MOW OeqHbIN
Mo 6b11 ¢ HUM ApykeH. DToT JlaM3uH ymMep OueHb PaHo... OCTaBUB MoOCie ceOsi MOJIOLYIO KEeHY
1 JIOYb. ..

— A xeHa ero... sa femme, comment ce qu'elle est née?

— Ah, je ne sais pas au juste... [lerposa... HukuTtHHa. .. 410-T0 B 3TOM pOJie. . .

— Mais alors elle n'est pas pee du tout! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a reHepaibliia C HEKOTOPhIM COKaJIEHUEM.

Kusaruns cnepxana yibiOKy.
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— Jleno He B 3TOM, maman, — pofoyrkaia oHa. — OHa Oblia O4eHb MUJIAas KEHIIUHA, CTPACTHO
MoOuIa Myka |, KOrja OH yMep, He MOIJIa CJIaIuTh CO CBOMM TOpeM, CTajla YaXHYTh W B JIBEHA/IIA-
TOM rojy ymepia B Mockge, nepeji cambiM HaiiectBueM ppaHiry3oB. Jlouka ee ocrangach B OJUH-
HAJIIATh JIET KPYIJIOM CUPOTOM, ¢ HEOObIIMMHU CpeicTBaMU. [IpHIOTHI ee M BOCTIUTAI Jisiais, Opar
Matepu. [leBymiky 3ty s 3Ha10. OHa npesiecTHa coOO0¥ M XOPOIIIO BOCIIUTAHA, sl TO3HAKOMMUJIACH C HElO
B TIOCJICTHIOID MOIO TI0e37IKy B MOCKBY, IJie OHa XWIa C 9TUM Jsifieid. Sl ee He BbITycKasia U3 BUJY.
Terepb OHa MMIIET, YTO [ €€ YMep, UYTO OHA OHA, COBCEM OfIHA. I TTOMHIO JTI0OOBH MOETO MyXka
K ee OTILy, s HaMepeHa B34Thb ee. YTO Bbl Ha 3TO CKakeTe, maman?

—Yro xe s Tebe CKaxy, — OTBevyasia reHepasIbilia, — Y MEHs BOT IOCTOSTHHO IIIECTh BOCITUTAHHMUII,
oryero Tede He B3ATh OHY?!

KHaruns nokayvasa rojioBoio.

— Her, maman, 3T0 cOBceM He TO; sl He X0Uy ee B3ATh Ha MpaBaX BOCIMTAHHUIIBI, KAK BB 3TO
MOHUMAeTe; 5, HACKOJIBKO TO MOKHO, HAMEpeHa 3aMEeHUTh el MaTh. S ee momoowuia, y MeHs AeTei
HeT.

— A, Tak Tbl, 3HAYUT, XOUELIDb €€ ClIeJIaTh CBOEN HACJIETHULIE?

— XoTh OBl U TaK, HO 51 00 ITOM ellle He Aymana... 5 el Iy 1 30By €€ KUTh CO MHOIO, TaK
BOT W XOTeJIa Bac CIIPOCHUTh, COTIACHBI JIM BBl HAa 3TO, TO €CTh COIVIACHHI JIM BBl OyleTe MPUHSATH ee
KaK pOJCTBEHHHUILY?

I'enepansbiua 3agymanace.

— 41 ee mpumMy Tak, Kak Tebe OyaeT yrogHo, — HAaKOHeIl cKa3ajla OHa, — BeJlb €CJIM OHA MHE He
MOHPABUTCS, TOT/A €l HeUuero Ko MHe U 3arjispBaTh — cjiaBa bory, 10M He MaJieHbKUi, BCeM MeCTO
Oyner. Jlenait kak 3Haelb, ma chere!..

— Mersi, maman, — ckazajia KHSITUHS U HarHYJIach TIOIEJIOBaTh PyKy y MaTepH, IpueM TyJIHOe
JIMIIO ee Bce rnodarposesno. — Tak s eil Hanuy.

— M, ma chére, TobKO, 3HaeIIb, TH ObI TOOCTOPOKHEE, Cpa3y He JaBail HUKAKUX oOema-
HUI, MOXKET, OHA U HE CTOMT.

— Her, 51 Bpsin v B Hell OOMaHBIBAIOCh U 1 YBEPEHA, YTO OHA M BaM MTOHPABUTCS. . .

Takum o6pa3om pertieH ObLT Tpue3 HUHbL, 1 caMa oHa sSIBUJIach HeJieu yepe3 Tpu. Eif Huuero
HE OCTaBaJIOCh JeJ1aTh, KAK MPUHATH MIJIOE TIPUTIAIIIeHUe KHATHHU, KOTOPYIO OHA XOTS M HE MHOTO
3HaJIa, HO CYMTAaJIa XOPOIIeH KEeHITUHOM. . .

[Nokoinbii g0 Hunel, TOT camblii Aniekcer VIBaHOBIY, KOTOPBIN IpHe3skall 3a Helo B MOCKBY
BO BpeMs1 (DpaHITy3CKOTo HaIleCTBHS, ObLT J0OPBIH, HO 0YeHb Oe3amadepHbiil yesoBek. OH He TOJIbKO
HE YCTPOWJI MaJICHbKOE COCTOSIHUE TUIEMSIHHUIIBI, HO JIaXe PacCTPOMJI €ro, Tak 4To Terepb y HuHbl
OBbLTM KpaiiHe He3HAUMTe IbHBIE CpeICcTBa K ku3HU. OHa SIBUJIACh B TUXUI oM Y TaBprUiecKkoro caja,
OmnenHast, cmynieHHas. Ho KHATUHS cyMena B caMOM CKOPOM BpeMEeHH MPUBSI3aTh ee K cede U JoKa-
3aTh ei, 4TO OHA HaIlIa HeXKJAHHOTO W JOOPOro JIpyra.

[Tponuto nonropa roga. Huna, no-BuanMoMy, COBCEM NPUBBIKJIA K CBOEH HOBOHM KU3HU. B
JOMe ee Bce JIIoOAT, 10 KpailHel Mepe BBIKa3bIBaIOT el 3T0. Jlaxke reHepasbiia U Ta K Hell 0COOeHHO
OJ1arocKJIOHHA, HepeIKO MPU3bIBaeT ee K cebe U odpalaercsi ¢ Hel0 COBCEM MHAYe, YeM CO CBOMMU
BocruTaHHUIIaMu. YTo ke Kacaercs kHs3s1 Ecniepa, To oH mpocto OnaroroBeet nepen Hunoit, u, k
M3YMJICHUIO KHSTUHH, MEX/ly HUIMU MaJio-IIOMaly HauMHaeT 3aMevaThCsl Kakasi-To 01m30cTh. KHs-
T'MHS MHOW pa3 3acTaeT uX B OXUBJIeHHOU Oecezie. [1pu ee Bxoze kH3b Ecniep 3amonkaert, chexuBa-
ercs1, u3beraer ee B3VISAAA M BOOOIe HAYMHAET JIepXkaTh ceOs Tak CTpaHHO, YTo HuHa cMOTpuT Ha
HEro ¢ OOJIBIIIMM U3yMJICHUEM.

— 41, mpaBo, He nmoHnmarn, HuHa, — Kak-To cKa3ajia KHATUHS, — O YeM BbI OeceyeTe Tak 4acTo
C MOUM Asiein?

— O mHoroM, ma tante! KHsA3b OueHb XOpOIIMI YEeJIOBEK M YMEH, U MHE CEPAEYHO kajlb, UTO
BBl Kak OyATO YTO MPOTHUB HEro umeeTe, Kak OyaTo ero He nooute. OH 3aMedaeT TOXe, U ero CUIIBHO
oropyaet. A OH Bac JIIOOWT, ma tante, IpaBo, JIOOUT!
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Kusarunas Haxmypuiiace.

— Bupuis yro, HuHa, — cepbe3HO roBOpuIIa OHA, — €Cl ObI 51 TeOs1 MEHbIIIe 3Hasa, €CJTM Obl ThI
ObL1a Ipyras IeBYIIKa, sl Obl C TOOOH CTajia MHaYe TOBOPUTS, s Obl JOJDKHA Obl1a TeOst peypeinuThb
HE OYeHb JIOBEPATHCS JIOMSIM; HO s TeOsI 3HAI0 U He CKaxy OoJibilie HU ciioBa. Tl yMHa, THI Onaropa-
3yMHa — 5l HA B Y€M He HaMepeHa CTEeCHSITh TeOsl.

— Ma tante, na yTo Takoe, OyabTe OTKPOBEHHBI CO MHOIO, CKaKHMTE, YTO Bbl UMeeTe MPOTUB
kHs13517 Benb 910, HaBepHOE, Kakoe-HUOY/Ib HeJOpa3syMeHue, a HeJJopa3yMeHre BCer/a CaeayeT pa3hb-
SICHUTh, B OCOOCHHOCTH MEXy OJIM3KUMHU JIIOIbMU.

— Hukakoro Heopazymenus HeT. M He Oygem OoJibilie TOBOPUTH 00 STOM.

KHsruns, naxe HECKOJIbKO MpauyHO MTPOU3HOCS 3TH CJIOBA, BBIILIA U3 KOMHAThL. HUHA ocTasnach
B HemoymeHun. OHa cujiena 3ayMaBIINCh, CIBUHYB CBOU TOHKHE OpPOBH.

A Mexy Tem cOmkeHue ee ¢ KHsa3eM EcriepoM 1 MxX OKMBJICHHBIE pa3rOBOPHI tete-a-tete mpo-
JOJIKAITUCh.
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XIV. Yto 310 3HAUNT?

Ha cnenyrommii sxe neHs nocie 6ana, eme He caenas B [lerepOypre HUKoMy BU3UTOB, Bopuc
MOIbE3KAT K MPAYHOMY JOMY T'€HEepasblld, Mepell OKHAMU KOTOPOro ObUI HACTJIAH TYCTOH CJIOH
cosiombl. Ho HU MpauHblii BUI JOMa CO CIYILIEHHBIMU ITOPAMH, HU IaXe 3Ta COJIOMa €ro He CMY THUTH.
OH y:xe 3HaJI reHepasblly U 00pas ee ku3Hu. Bo Bpems penkux npuesnos ['opdatoBbix B [letepOypr
TatbsiHa BiagumMupoBHa UCTIONHSIA YCTAHOBUBIIMICS 00BIYAM, TIOCEIIAa TeHepaIblly ¥ BO3MIA el
HAaloKa3 CBOUX JETEu.

JIBOpHUK, HEN3MEHHO CUIEBIIVIA B Oy/IKe, 3aMeTsl TIOIbEe3KABIIUI SKUTIAK, OBICTPO BBIOEKAI
U pacnaxHys1 BopoTa. Ha mpocTopHOM IBOpE CTOSIIO HECKONIBKO SKHIAXEH, MPUCYTCTBUE KOTOPBIX
JOKa3bIBAJIO, YTO TeHEepaJblna MpuHruMaeT. Ho, MogHsBIIMCH HA IIMPOKKE CTYIIEHH oAbe3aa, bopuc
JO/KeH ObUT OYEeHb JIONTO KJAaTh, TTOKA €ro 3BOHOK ObUI YCJIBIIIIAH U JABEPU PACTBOPHIIUCH. Bopuc
CIIPOCHJT OTBOPHBIIETO €My IIBeuIapa, MOpakaBIlIero CBOEH CTapoCThiO U B TO K€ BpeMs BHYIIH-
TEJIbHBIM BUJIOM, JIOMA JI KHATUHS.

— Tloxanyiite, cynaps! — paxyluIHbIM, IPUBBIYHBIM TOHOM OTBETWJ HiBeunap. — V3Bonute
MIPOUTH K UX MPEBOCXOAUTEIBCTRY, KHATUHS Y MAMEHBKHU. . . TIOKAJTyHTE. . .

Jlenatp Heuero, MPHUIIIIOCh OTITPABUTHLCS MO yKa3aHuo. CHSB BepXHee IUIaThe B IPOCTOPHOM, HO
HECKOJIbKO 3aKOITYEHHOU M IPOIMTAHHOM KaKUM-TO OCOOEHHO CIIEPTHIM BO3/1yXOM IepeaHeid, bopuc
BCTYNWJI B PsiJl 3HAKOMBIX €My TTapaJHbIX KOMHAT T'eHepasIbIi. 3/1eCh BCE OCTABATIOCh HEM3MEHHBIM
CO BPEMEHHU €ro IMOC/IEIHETO MOCEIIeH s JIeT MSATh TOMY Ha3a/. TOT ke MOJyMpaK OT JABOMHBIX CITy-
IIEHHBIX IITOP, TO K€ CTAPUHHOE CUMMETPUYECKoe YOPaHCTBO, Ta e THIIHMHA, Te K€ CTOSIBIINE B
KaXJJOl KOMHATe JIaKey B BbUIMHSIBIIIEM OJI€STHUM.

Bopuc Ha3Baut ce0s, 1 JIakeu CTajM MepeiaBaTh Ipyr Ipyry ero (paMuifio, Tak YTo, KOrjaa OH
TOZIONIIE)T K TeMHOMY Oyayapy, O HeM yxke ObUIO JOJIOkKEHO XO3siiike. [[Bephb mepen HuUM OeclyMHO
OTKPbLIACh, JIAKEW MPUAEPKUBAI HAJl HUM TSOKEITyIo opThepy. bopHc ouyTHiICs BO Mpake, KOTOPHIH,
HECMOTpsI Ia)Ke Ha MOArOTOBUTENBHBIN MOTYCBET OCTAIBHBIX KOMHAT, 3aCTABWJI €r0 Ha MTHOBEHHUE
OCTQHOBHTBCSI, YTOOBI PA3IJISAETh XO3SIMKY U Ha KOTO-HUOYIb HE HATKHYThCS.

— Est-ce bien vous, cher bopuc Cepreenu? — paccibliai OH JIACKOBBIN T0JIOC TeHEPaJIbIIU. —
BepHynuch K HaMm. .. Haryasumchk. O4deHb, OYeHb OJ1arofapio, YTo HAaBECTUIIH.

W onHa 3TO TOBOpMIIA TAKMM TOHOM, Kak OYyITO OH ellle HeJaBHO ObUT y Hee, Kak OyATO OH B
TeYeHUe Tpex JIeT cBoei xu3Hu B [letepOypre, nepes OThe310M 3a IpaHUIly, He TMOCTyMal KpaiHe
HETIPUJIMYHO, He TIocellasi ee, Torna Kak Opar ero, Bnaaumup, sBJsUICS K HEH aKKYpaTHO U JJakKe B
3TOI TEMHOI KOMHATe BCTpeTHICs ¢ rpaduneil YepHOBOI U 3a1yMall Ha HEW JKEHUThCS.

Bopuc HakoHel pasriisijien reHepasiblly Ha ee Kpecie, HAKJIOHHICS, MOLEeNIOBAN Y Hee PyKy U
3aTeM CTaJl OIVISIIBIBATHCS, HMIIA TJIa3aMU KHATUHIO, a aBHoe — Huny. Kusruns Obita 3neck. OHa
eMy yJIblOaaach BCeM CBOMM MIJIBIM, TOJICTBHIM JIMIIOM U TIpOTsTMBasia eMy pyky. Ho Hunbl He Obu10.

3aTeM U3 Mpaka CTaJH BBICTYNaTb MYKCKHE WM KeHCKHMe (pUryphl rocteid. ['eHepanibina yxe
Hayasa ObUIO BHICUMTHIBATH BCE TUTYJIB M YMHBI TIpeikoB Bopuca, HO 0Ka3aiock, 4To MpeCTaBsATh
ero MpHUCYTCTBOBABIIMM He ObUIO HEOOXOIUMOCTH. Bce 3T0 ObUTH 3HaKOMBIE JIMIA C KOTOPBIMU OH
yXe BCcTpedasicsi Buepa Ha Oaiy y Opata. OH O4yTHIICS CPeAM XOPOIIO 3HAKOMOTO eMy OOIIEeCTBa,
MOKHUHYTOTO MM JIBa rofja ToMy Hazaj. Havanuch Hen30eKHbIe BOIIPOCH O TOM, TJie OH IMyTelIeCTBO-
BaJI, KAKOBO TeTleph HacTpoeHue yMmoB B EBporte. ..

OH oTBevas1 TeprenmBo, U TEpPIeHne ero ObUTO HarpaxaeHo. Ero myTeriecTsue, B CyITHOCTH,
HUKOTO HE MHTEPECOBAJIO, BCe ObUTH 3aHSTHI MHBIM, 2 UMEHHO BUEpaIlHUM Oajiom ero Opata. [losiB-
neHvie boprica rpepBasio 3TOT pa3roBop, U Tenepb OH CKOPO BO30OHOBHUIICS.

['enepasnbinie OTAABANCS CAMBIN OAPOOHBIA OTYET O TOM, KTO B YeM ObUT OIET, YTO TOBOPHIIH
BEJIMKWI KHS3b U BeUKas KHArUHSA. He 3a0bITa Obl1a, KoHeUHO, 1 HuHa. Co Bcex cTOpOH pa3iaBa-
JIMCh TIOXBAJIBI €. Besib ¢ Helo BeMKUIA KHS3b TaHIIEBAJ TIEPBYIO KapUilb.
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— I'me xe oHa, B camoMm jese, ma cheére?! — oOparuiack reHepasibiia K qodepu. — Uto oHa He
uner?

— Ona yroMuIach rocJje BYeparrHero 6aja... rojioBa OOJUT, — OTBevYasia KHATHHS.

N3Bunenne Hanum poctatoyHbiM. OXMBJIEHHBIE TOJKU M MEPECy/ibl HAYAJIUCh CHOBA, U TOJ
IIYMOK MX KHATUHS 1menHyaa bopucy:

— A BbI KO MHe 3aitnete? S yXoxy.

— Henpemenno! — He 6e3 BOJIHEHMsI IPOTOBOPUJT OH.

Kusruns Bbinuia u3 temHoro Oyayapa. bopric mocuzaen eie HeCKOJIBKO MHUHYT M CTajl Mpo-
11aThCsl.

— He 3a0wiBaiiTe xe MeHs1, bopuc CepreeBud! — 1acKOBO roBOpuIia eMy TeHepauibina. — 51 Tak
moOJTI0 BaIIuX pouTesiel v Baiero opara, et vorte charmante belle-soueur. ..

OH otBeualt, 4to OyJeT BO3BpaIarscs K Hell 4acto. M Ha 3TOT pa3 310 ObUia He ofiHa JTI00e3Hast
(paza. OH, JENCTBUTENIBHO, HAJESIICS YAaCTO BO3BPALIAThCS, €CJIM HE B 3Ty TEMHYIO KOMHATy, TO B
3TOT JOM.

OH mnporen Ha NMOJIOBUHY KHSTMHU. 371eCh BCE COBCeM ObUIO MHOE. Boblme OKHa, BBIXO-
JMBIINE B cajl, He ObUIM 3aHaBelleHbl. B koMHaTax yOpaHO KOKETJIMBO M CO BKycOM. BhIJIO cBeTio
1 yioTHO. MHoro 3esieHu, 1iBetoB. OJHUM CIOBOM — camasi TIpUsITHasi U Becesasi 0OCTaHOBKa. B
HeOOJBINON TOCTUHOM, Ky/a ero MPOBeJH, OH YBUIENT PAJOM ¢ KHsATMHel HuHy, koTopas nomuia emy
HABCTpEUy C MPOTSHYTON PYKOW U C OYeHb CMYIIIEHHOM, XOTS U PaIoCTHON yibIOKou. Terneps, mpu
JHEBHOM CBeTe, OHAa ObLIa HECKOJIbKO MHasl, YeM BYepa: BCE TaK XK€ XOpollla, HO ero rnopasuia ee
MartoBasi OJIe/IHOCTb ¥ TEMHBIE KPYTY BOKPYT MPEKPACHBIX IJ1a3.

Tyt ke Ob1 1 KHs3b Ecniep. Bopric 3Ham ero 1aBHO, HO HUKOTAa He oOpalaj Ha Hero BHU-
Manus. Kussp Ecniep, mo cBoemy o0b4aio, BechMa Jiio0e3HO To3opoBaics ¢ boprucom, HO Kazasics
HECKOJIKO CMYIIICHHBIM U, TIPOrOBOPUB JIBe-TpH JII0Oe3HbIe (Ppa3bl, CBOCH BOPOOBUHON TMOXOIKOM,
BIIPUIIPBIKKY, YAAJIWIICS U3 KOMHATHI. Bce 4yBCTBOBa/IM HEKOTOPYIO HEJIOBKOCTh. Bopuc nmpucranbHO
BIVIsAAbIBaJICS B HUHY, U K €ro pajocTy pUMeNIMBajioch KAKOe-TO IPYCTHOE YYBCTBO, KAKOE-TO MOYTH
naxe pasovapoBanue. OH COBCEM He Tak MpeacTaBisii cede 3Ty BeTpedy. KHsaruns 3aropopuia, cra-
pasich BBIBECTU MOJIOJBIX JIIOJEH U3 CMYIIIEHUS.

— Hy, crapble apy3ssi, — cKazaia oHa, — U3BOJIbTE TepenaBaTh OPYyr IpYyry cOOBITHS Bamlen
KU3HU, a 51 BOT MPHUCSAY K 3TOMY CTOJMKY ¥ Hanmily nricbMo. CoBceM 3a0blia, YTO MHE HAIUCATh
HAaJIo.

Omna nogo1a K OKHY, y KOTOPOTo CTOSUT CTOJ, M MPUHSAIACH NUcaTh. Masio-roMaiy pa3roBop
3aBs3aIcsA. MuHyT uepes aecats 1 bopuc 1 Huna 3Hanm ysxe BCIo BHEIIHIOW UCTOPUIO IpyT apyra. Ho
0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO JJIs1 HUX 3Ta BHEIIHsISI ICTOPHS MX KU3HU HE TPECTaBiIsiia 0COOEHHOTO UHTEpeca.
Bopucy Hy:XHO ObLIO 3HAaTh BOBCE HE TO, T/ie U ¢ KeM npoBoawia Huna Bpemst. EMy xoTenock, 4To0bl
OHA BBeJIA €r0 B CBOM BHYTPEHHHMI MHp, YTOOBI OHA CKa3aja eMy, Urpajl JIM OH TaKylo ke pojib B
3TOM MHUpE, KaKyl0 OHa Urpajia B €0 BHyTPEHHEN KU3HU. BuepallHss crpaHHas BCTpeya, CTpaHHbIe
CJIOBa, KOTOPbIE OHU TOBOPHIIN JPYT APYTY, TOJKHBI OBUTH MOKA3aTh €My, UTO eMy OeCIIOKOMTHCS He
0 YeM, YTO OH MHOT'0€ ISl Hee 3HaYMT, YTO OHa He 3a0biBasia ero. Ho eMy kazanock, 4To BUepa ObUIO
coBceM Jipyroe. Buepa OblT COH, a ceroiHs siBb, TaK k€ KaK U TOrJa, MHOTO JIET TOMY Ha3ajl, yTpoM
rocJie BOMIIEeOHON HOYM B IMYCTOM J0Me. BecrokoiiHoe 1 IpycTHOE 4yBCTBO, OXBaTHBIIIEE €0, He
npoxoquio. Ero cmymmano B Huae muoroe. OH 4ysii1, 4TO nepe HUM Kakoe-TO 0COOSHHOE CYIIECTBO
Y 4TO Y 3TOrO CyIECTBA €CTh KaKas-TO TallHA, HEMIOHATHAS U1 HErO U My4YMTeJIbHAs.

OT reHepasbIy MPUIIUIM 3BaTh KHATUHIO.

Omna oTropBaziach OT CBOEro NuchMa U, yxofs, ckasaia bopucy:

— $1 ckopo BepHYCh, Bbl MEHsI MOA0KANTE !

Mornoapie nmoau octanuch onHu. bopuc erie pa3 npucraibHo Boisaesnacs B Huny. Ona cugena
niepeq, HUM OJie/iHasi, C OMYyLIEHHBIMU IJIa3aMH, C BbIpAKEHHEM TOYTH CTPaJIaHUs Ha TPEJIECTHOM
JMLe.
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— Huna, — BOpyr ckazaj OH, — HeykKeJId Mbl OyieM BECTU C BaMH ITyCThIe Pa3roBOPbl — OHU HE
MOTYT 3aHUMaTh HU MEeHsI, HU Bac.

— Her, koHeyHo! — oTBeTMIIa OHA.

— 3HaeTe Jiu Bbl, 3a4eM s 371ech?.. 3HaeTe JiM, YTO HYXKHO MHE CIIPOCUTh Y Bac?

Omna B3/1pOrHYJIa U MpoliernTaia:

— 3Halo. ..

— Ja, BBl OKHBI 3HaTh. Sl BCIO ®U3HB KAl Hailell BcTpeud. Kaan Bac M kKJIaad ¢ TOTHON
YBEPEHHOCTBIO B TOM, UTO U Bbl MECHSI JKJIETe.

— Benp s Buepa ckazana... — TUXO, €/IBa CIIBIIIHO MporrenTaia Huna.

Ero rnaza 3a6necrenu. OH NPUTIOAHSIICS B BOJTHEHUH.

— Tax, 3HauuT, BBl MEHsI MMOHMMaeTe! — ropsiY0 MPOrOBOPHJI OH. — BHI 3HaeTe, 4To ecii Mbl
BCTPETWIUCh, TO 3TO HEIAPOM. .. MBI TOXKJAIUCh. .. M g Bac cripammBao, ommoacs Jiu s WA HeT,
HAJIESACh. .. 3Has. .. 14, 3Has HABEPHO, UTO MBI BCTPETUMCSI ISl TOTO, YTOOBI HUKOT/IA YKe He paccTa-
BaThCsl, YTO MbI C TOT'O CAMOTO JHS CYIECTBYEeM APYT JJIs APyTa... Ha3HAYeHBI JIpyT Ipyry... [a, na,
Huna, s mo06mio Bac, 1 HUKOT/Ia He IepecTaBall JIOOUTh BaC U HUKOTO He JToOu1. MHe KakeTcs, 4To
9TON OrPOMHOM Pa3yKH COBCEM He OBUIO M UTO HEeT B HAC HUKAKOW MepeMeHHI. .. Bl [1st MeHs Bce
Ta ke. DTOro He MOMMeT HUKTO, MeHSI COUTYT Oe3yMHBIM. .. HO BbI TOJKHBI TIOHSATH. .. BBl JOJIKHBI
3HaTh, YTO TO TaK W MHA4e ObITh He MOXeT... HuHa, oTBevaiiTe, oTBEYaliTe CKOpee, MpaB s Win
oomanysics? [Tonumaerte, 9To 5 IOJDKEH 3HATH 3TO ceiyac?!.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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