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«Bepuu moe nms!»B ogun mur Backka TumodeeB aummics coOCTBEHHOTO UMEHH,
rojioca, Tejia... U O4yTUJICS B 4y)KOM. A TOT, KTO 3aHSJI €r0 MECTO, BBIIJISIUT
Terepb TOYHO KaK OH. UysKaK KUBET €ro KM3HbI0, 1 MaMa C Marou CUMTAIOT: UX
CBIH MO-TIpekHEMY ¢ HUMU. ToJIbKO BOT BefieT ceOsl CTpaHHo... Mex1y TeM BeabMa,
Mcrsas TumodgeeBbM 32 aBHUE OOUIBI, TBEPO Pelnia U3BECTU BCIO cembio. U
MO/IOCJaHHBIA 000POTEHb — €€ BEepHBIN ciiyra. UTo Jenarhb, Kak CacTu poauTesien

u ce0s1, ecu Thl TiepecTalt ObITh YenoBeKoM? ! «ChiH TyMaHa» MasieHbKUi ropoj co
CMeIIHBIM Ha3BaHueM [‘opoauiiiko pacnonoxuics Ha 6epery Bosru, Herogaieky ot
Hwuxnero HoBropona. Jletom 31ech 4acTo OBIBAIOT TyMaHbl. 3UMOUM — CTOSAT JIIOTHIE
MOpo3bl. U B 1000€ Bpems MPOUCXOST CTPaHHbIe, HEOOBICHUMBIE, CTPAIITHbIC
Bell. .. 3aueM ke Basiepka Bo3Bpamaercsa B ['opoguiko?! ['og Hazam OH 4yTh He
noru6 371eck. M BCTpeTui 1eBYOHKY, B KOTOPYIO BIIOOMIICS 6e3 maMATH U HaJIeXKIbl.
Yo kJeT ero Tenepb B 3TOM CTPAHHOM MeCTe, T€ 3710 BHOBb IMPOCHITIAETCH. . .

Y BBIXOAMT Ha OXOTY 3a TEMU, KTO OIHAXK/[IBI €ro yxke nodenni?«JBeps 1is
npuspakoB»Po3a crosina u cMotpena Ha oM. [louemMy ke paHbllie OHa HE 3aMevaa
3Ty CMEIIHYI0 Pa3BaJIiOXy, CJIOBHO COOpPaHHYIO M3 KYCKOB pa3HbIX 31aHuii? U
MOYEMY UMEHHO CI0[1a KaKAbIM I€Hb IPUXOAUT CaMbl KPACUBBIM MTAPEHb HA

ceere? Po3a noka ¢ HUM He 3HaKOMa, HO KOTJa-HUOYAb 3TO 0053aTeNIbHO CITyUUTCS.
OH NogHUMET IJ1a3a — U YBUAMUT JIEBYIIKY C KOITHOM KAIITAHOBBIX KY/APSIIIIEK,
HaOIIOAIOIIYIO 32 HUM C JIPYroi CTOpOHBI yauilbl. .. Ho npexne, yuem Ha Posy
oOpaTuj1 BHUMaHUe MPeKpacHblil HE3HAKOMEI, ee 3aMeTHJ1 Koe-KTo apyroit. Kro-To,
COBCEM HETOXOXKHI Ha yesioBeka. KTo-T1o, JaBHO cTpagaioimui oT cKyku. OH permi
MOUTPATh C [JIYHOHN JIE€BOYKOM. . .
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Coaep:xanue

Bepuu moe nms!
Konerr o3HaKOMUTEIBHOTO (hparMeHTa.
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Ejiena ApceHnneBa
boJablass KHUra y:xacos 68
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E. A. ApcenbeBa. «Bojbliast KHUra yxacoB — 68 (COOPHHUK)»

Bce nauasnocs ¢ Toro, uro Bacekun oter, [Tetp Bacuibesuu TumodeeB, momyumnit HaC/IeACTBO
OT CBOEH TPOIOPOIHON TIPpabadKu.

3Bamu ee Mapgoit loparumoBHO# YrpromoBoid. OHa 0IMHOKO 00UTAalIa B IepeBHE 3MEIOKIHO
[MamanuxuHckoro paiiona. [lom, B kotopom Mapda MOparnMoBHa MpoXMiIa CBOIO JOJITYIO KU3Hb,
u aocraics Tumodeeny.

0060 BCceM 3TOM OH y3HAJT U3 IMMChMa, KOTOpOe Iprciiaia kKakas-to B. V. Yrpiomosa. OueBuHO,
poncreennuiia Mapgs MoparuMoBHBI.

— Bor Tebe pa3! — Bockiuknyn TumodeeB-crapumid. — lom B Hacneactso! YausutenbHo! S
Y He 3HaJI, YTO MOS TPOIOpoHast padadka xupa!

— Hy, Moxer, oHa ¢ OCTalbHON pOAHEN mepeccopuiach, MO3TOMY M JepKajlach OT BCEX
TojlaJIbIlle, — MPEATIONOKUIIA ero KeHa, TO ecTb BacbkiHa Mama Bepa CepreeBHa.

— 41 06 310ii MpabadKe BOOOIIE HUKOT/IA CIBIXOM He CIIbIXaul! — MPOIOIKAN yIUBIAThCS TuMo-
(eeB. — Tem mave BuneTH ee He BUEN!

— Hy 3aro teneps yBuen, — ycMexXHynach ero skeHa. — OT4acTH, Tak CKa3arh.

Bwmecre ¢ nmucbmom TumodpeeB nomyuni 0aHaepoIIb C TOPTPETOM TPOIOPOTHOH padadKu: CBEp-
HYTBIM B TPYOKY XOJICTOM O€3 pambl.

K coxanenuio, mojOTHO OT BpeMEHH MOYTH CIUIONIb MOKPBUIOCHh TpermHaMu. C TpyaoM yaa-
BaJIOCh PACCMOTPETh YepPThl OYEHb CTAPOM, HO ellle KPACUBOW JKEHIIMHBI C IJ1AJKO MPUYECAaHHBIMU
CeIbIMU BOJIOCAMHU.

Ho camoe cTpanHOe, 4TO IOPTPET OKa3aJIcsl aKKypaTHO paspesaH nocepenune. TumodeeBbM
JocTanach TONBKO MpaBasi ero MoJOBUHA.

— NHtepecHo, oM Toke HagBOE pasjesieH? — pacTepsiHHO ckazasia BacbkuHa Mama. — JleByio
TMOJIOBUHKY TTOPTPETa IPyroMy HACJIEAHUKY OTIIPABUIN?

TumodpeeB-crapinii mokayasl roJoBOu:

— B nceMe ckazaHo, 4TO MHE MPUHAICKUT BECh IOM. A MOXKET, BTOpasi MOJIOBUHA TIOPTpeTa
TaM ¥ OcTasiach? A HaM TOJIBKO OfIHY TIPUCTIaJIM, YTOOBI MOIOTPEeTh, TaK CKa3aTh, MHTEPEC K Hacle -
CTBY?

— C yma coiiTH, Kak MHTepecHO! — XMbIKHYJIa BacbkrHa MaMa. — Y MeHs1 BOOOIIe HET HUKa-
KOTO JKeJIaHUsl B 3TO caMoe 3MEIKMHO TauTbhess! OHO TOJIBKO Ha3BaHUE 4ero crouT! 3MEeKHUHO,
lamiokuno. .. U B nepeBHe 3metokuHo Toxe goxau? bp-p! Her, He xouy Tyna!

— A moyemy Obl HE ChE3UTh? — HEPEIIUTEIHHO CIipocui BackkuH otell. — Mbl BeJjb MOLyMbI-
BaJIM O TOM, YTOOBI JIOMUK B JIEpEBHE KYIHUTh, a TYT OH Kak Obl caM B pyKH uzeT. M HaBepHsKa Tam
€CTh KaKOW-HUOY/Ib MpHycaieOHbId YIaCTOK, & MOKET ObITh, Jake U Ca. ..

— Ecnm cynmuTh 1Mo cOXpaHHOCTH MOPTPETA, ITO OKAKETCs pa3Baslioxa Kakas-HUOyIb C MpoTe-
Kalolel Kpblien, — Oe3HanexHo B3noxHyna Bepa CepreeBHa. — [la emie y yepra Ha Kynuukax! Tol
XOTh 3HAEIIIb, T/Ie 3TO 3MEIOKMHO HAXOIUTCS?

— Hasurarop Ham B momorip, — 601po oto3Basics TumogeeB-crapimii. — Tak 4TO rOTOBBTECH,
pebsTa: B cyoOOTy OTHpaBUMCS B POJIOBOE, HE MOOOIOCh ITOTO CJIOBA, MOMECThe. Backka, ThI UTO
CKaXellb? — 00epHYJICS OH K CHIHY.

Bacbka noxai rnjeyamu. A 4To OH MOT' CKa3aTh?

B kHIKKax 1 (puiibMax HAaCleICTBO — 3TO ABOPEI, I OTPOMHBIE IEHBI'M, HA KOTOPbIE MOKHO
TAaKOM JIBOPEIl KYITUTh, & 320/IHO ChE3IUTh B KPYTOCBETHOE MyTEIIECTBHE. .. WJIH, K IPUMEpY, KaKOH-
HUOYJb BOJIIEOHBIN TMepcTeHb, Oarogapsi KOTOPOMY Thl CTAHOBHIIILCSI BJIACTETMHOM BceneHHo#!
[MpaBpa, ciayyaercsi MHOT/A, YTO Thl 320[HO Orpedaeiib Kydy HENpUSITHOCTEH B BUAE MPOKJISTHM,
KOTOpbIE BJIAYaTCsi 32 TOOOH M3 TIIyOUHBI BEKOB U HOPOBSIT IPUKOHYHUTb.

Ho Bce paBHO — 310 KpyTO! A IepeBeHCKUI TOMUIIIKO. .. ¥ 3TOT OOTYNHBIIUICS MOPTPET. . .

EpyHnpa, a He HacneacTso!

Bynp BacbkuHa Bosist, OH Obl IOPTPET HEMEJICHHO BHIKMHYJ Ha TIOMOKKY, a MpO JOMHK B
nepeBre ['aIlOKMHO-3MEIOKMHO BooOIe Obl 3a0bU1. BMecte ¢ mpuycaneOubiM yuactkom! Cyas no
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pacckazaM OTHOKJIACCHUKOB, OHU, OE/I0/aru, Ha TAKMX Y4acTKax MallyT He pa3rudasi CIuHbL, U POIIH-
TEJSAM-«CaJUCTaM» (KakeTcsl, He TOJIBKO B IEPEHOCHOM, HO U B IIPSIMOM cMbiciie!) ITyOOKO IIeBaTh
Ha TO, YTO 3TO, MPSIMO CKaxeM, OeCUesIOBEYHO: 3aKoMaTh peOeHKa KUBbEM B 3eMJII0 Ha BCE BpPeMs
KaHUKYJL.

IToxoxe, Teneps u Bacbky kJeT Takas y4acTs!

%k %k %k

U BoT HacTana cyooora.

TumoceeBbl MOrpy3uiv B OaraxHUK HOBEHBKOTO, HEJABHO B3ATOr0 B KpeauT «CUTpoeHa»
CYMKY C MPOAYKTaMH, a TIOTOM U CaMM TIOTpy3WIHCh B CaJIOH: MaMa C TMarioil Brepeau, Bacbka Ha
3aJJHEM CUJIEHbE — U OTPABUIIUCH B MyTh, OCIYIIIHO PYKOBOJCTBYSICh MapIIPyTOM, KOTOPBIH MPOKJIa-
ABIBAJ [Tl HUX HABUTaTOP.

— Benu Hac, Cycanun! — 601po ckazan emy mnara, a MaMa MCITyTaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA!

— 41 Te6s ymonsio! OboiinemMcs 6e3 MPUKTIOYeHuUH !

Bacbka THXOHBKO B3/10XHY/. OH Obl HE OTKA3aJICS OT MAPOUYKU-TPONKHU HEOONBIIINX MTPUKJITIOYE-
Hui! Hanpumep, ot Kakoi-HUOYIb HE3HAUMTEILHOM MOJIOMKH, WJTM BHE3AITHO 3aKOHYMBIIETOCS OEH-
3WHA, WX JJIMHHIOMIEH MPOOKH. .. CJIIOBOM, OT Yero-HUOY/Ib, YTO 3aCTOMOPHUIIO ObI Iy Th Ha HECKOJIBKO
YacoB U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BHIHYAMJIO B3POCJIBIX BEPHYTHCS, TaK M HE JOEXaB JI0 JEPEBHU C OTBpATH-
TEJIbHBIM Ha3BaHUEM 3MEIOKHMHO.

ITpu sToM Baceka npekpacHO MOHKMMaJ, YTO HAJEXK/Ibl €T0 HallpacHbl. B HOBBIX (ppaHIly3CKUX
ABTOMOOWJISIX TIOJIOMOK He OBIBAET IO ONpeesieH!o, OEH3MHOM OTell 3alpaBUIICs C yTpa MOpaHbIIe
1 J1axe He 3a0bUT M0 3amacHyl0 KaHUCTPY, a B MPOOKe CTOATh — ceOe Jopoke, OCOOCHHO ecliv 3a
9TO BpeMsl YCIeBaeT pa3psauThcsi MOOWIBHUK U naxe B MHTepHeT He Bbuigemns! [Tostomy Bacbka
CMUPUJICA C CYIbOOM M TYHIO CMOTpEJ Ha JI0pOry.

— Mexy npounm, — BApYT ckazan Tumodees-crapimmii, — Pearke mpocui MeHs IOCMOTPETb,
HE HalieTcs I B 3TOM 3MeIOKMHEe KaKOW-HUOY/Ib cTapoi KOHIOIHY. ThI ke 3Haellb, Bepouka, oH ¢
yMa CXOJIUT, TAK XOUET OTKPHITh 0a3y OTAbIXa M XOPOIIIYI0 KOHIOIITHIO IPH Hel !

Hacrpoenue y Bacbku HECKOIbKO yIyqIImiiocs. PeMKcoM 3Balu AUPEKTopa (pUpMBbl, B KOTO-
poii padorai orert. Eciiu on OyzeT gepxarth Jiolaaei B 3MEIOKUHE, ONpeie/IeHHO yIacTCs MOKATaThCs
BEPXOM, U HE OJUH pa3!

Examu npumepHo vaca nonropa no CemeHOBCKo# Tpacce, MuHoBamm LllamaHuxy v Havamu
BBICMATpPUBaTh yKa3aTesb Ha 3MEIOKMHO, KOTIJa 3a3BOHUII OTLIOBCKUI TeJIe(OH.

— Auno! - ckazan Tumodees-crapumii. — [Ipuser, Penuke. YrioMsaHu o uepre, a OH yx TyT!

Ho, kaxercs, aupekTop He ObUT HACTPOEH HIyTUTh. MOOMIBHUK TPOMKO U CEPAUTO KpUYad. ..
UYepes nsTh MUHYT OYEHb TEMIIEPAMEHTHOTO Pa3roBOpa OTell HAKOHEI] IIBBIPHYJI TeledOH Moj BET-
POBOE CTEKJIO U OypPKHYIT:

— Bcee, cpe3qumu nocmotpets HaceacTBo! [puaercs cpoyHO BO3BpAIIAThCS.

— 4l Tak u 3Ha”Na, — B310xHYJ1a Bepa CepreeBHa. — OnsTh NOTEPSUIN KAKOKM-TO JOTOBOP U TOJIBKO
TBI MOEIIb CIIACTU MUP?

dupma, B KOTOPOI1 Narna BO3MJIaBJIsLI IOPUAUYECKUI OT/IEN, Ha3blBastach «Mup yciyr», u Back-
KHMHA MamMa 4aCTeHbKO OCTPHWJIA HA 3Ty TEMY.

— Jla °Hy ux B Jec! — BockmkHya TuMogeeB-cTapiimii ¥ MPUHSIICS MHOTOCIIOBHO OOBSICHSITD,
YTO CJIyYMJIOCh M [TI0YEMY OH HU B Ye€M HE BHHOBAT.

OH TaK yBJIEKCSl CBOUM pPacCKa3oM, YTO MPOJOJIKAI €XaTh B MPEKHEM HAIlpaBICHUU U JIaXKe
ycren CBEpHYTh K 3MEIOKHHY !

[Mpunutock Backke HAaMOMHKTS, UTO, 1O Ujee, TOpa Obl K BO3BPAIIIATHCS.

TumodeeB-crapimii OypKHYIJ CEPAUTO:

— He mor panbinie ckazatb, 4To JIU?! — KPyTO pa3BepHYJICS — U 3aeXall HA 0OOUUHY.
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«CuTpoeH» pe3Ko HAKPEHWUJICS BJIEBO — M 3aCTPSUT JIEBBIM 3aJHUM KOJIECOM B KaKOW-TO sIME.

— Her, Tonbko He 9T0! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OTEl] TPArudeCKUM TOJIOCOM.

— IMoroou, mbi ¢ Bacbkoii BhiiigeM, — npeaioxuia Bepa CepreeHa. — MoxeT ObITh, Jierde
Oynet?

Onu BBIOpAJIHICh U3 MAIITMHBI ¥ OTOIIUIY B CTOPOHY, YHBUIO HaOMoaas, Kak npuruisickiBaet «CuTt-
pOeH», TBITasICh BHIOPAThCS, HO yBsI3ast B 3eMJIe elle Tyoxe.

— Kasercs, 310 Hagonro, — 6e3Ha/Ie’kHO B3I0XHYIa BacbkiHa Mama.

BHe3arHo kakoi-To 3ByK POPBAJICS CKBO3b HAICA/IHBIE CTOHBI MOTOPa. Bpoze Obl MstyKaul KTO-
TO COBCEM psiIoM!

Marb 1 CBHIH OIISIICNUCH — U OOHAPYKUIIM CEPOTO KOTEHKA, KOTOPbIN CH/IEN, aKKYPAaTHO OOBHB
JIaNIKM XBOCTHKOM, U THXOHBKO TMOMMCKMBAJ, 33/IpaB rOJIOBY M YCTABUBIIMCH Ha JIIOJIEH OrPOMHBIMU
XKEJITHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— Oro! — BockmkHysa Bepa CepreeBna. — Thl ueid Takoi?!

KoTeHok MsiyKHYJI B OTBET, MIPUKAICS K €€ KPOCCOBKE U MPUHSUICS TEPEThCS O Hee.

— Ax Tbl MO MasieHbkMi1! — ymumiace Bepa CepreeBHa M OCTOPOKHO B3sila KOTEHKA Ha
pyku. — Hy kakoii xe Tbl ipeniectHblii! [1paBaa, Baceka?

KoteHok 1 B camoM jiesie ObuT 04eHb XOPOIIeHbKHA. [TyIicTbIiA, ¢ OONMBIIMMY YIIAMH, YUCTEHb-
KHMM PO30BBIM HOCUKOM M KaKMM-TO YAMBUTEILHO CMBIIIUIEHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM MOPIOYKH.

— Hy na, Huuero, — cornacuics Bacpka.

— Huyero?! — Bo3amyTtuiace Mmama. — Jla 310 ke mpocto uygo! Keraru, y Hero mepcTh neresb-
HOTO I[BETa — COBCEM KaK TBOM BOJIOCHI, 3amMeyvaeliib? BOT MIMEHHO 0 TaKOM KOTEHOUKe 51 M MeuTaja!

— Tak 4t0, MBI ero Gepem? — ynuBmiics Bacbka.

— Koneuno! — mpiiko BOCK/IMKHY/Na Mama. — HaBepHoe, ero 3aBe3nu cioja U BHIOpocHn!
BriBaloT ke Takue OeccepaeyHble JIoau !

Bacbka nevanpHo B310XHYJ. KOoTeHKa, KOHEYHO, KaJIKO, HO. .. HO JIyyllle Obl ero He HaXOIWJIH.
Tenepb npuaeTCs MPOCTUTHCS C MBICISIMU O cOOaKe, TOTOMY UTO ABYX KUBHOCTEHN POAMTEIH JepPKaTh
HU 3a YTO He pasperiar.

A BIIpyT mama He coryiacutcsi 6paTh KOTeHKa?

OpnHako Hajek/1a Ha 9TO MUTOM PyXHYJIa, MOTOMY YTO OTell, KOTOPOMY HaKOHEL-TO YIaJIOCh
BBIOpAThCs U3 SIMUHBI U BbIEXaTh Ha JIOPOTy, O4eHb 00PaIOBAJICS, YBU/IEB Y MaMbl Ha pyKaX CepeHb-
KU MyIIACTBI KOMOYEK, U Jake U3PeK:

— A Befib 3TOT KOTEHOK IpUHeC HaM cuacTbe! Kak TonbKO OH MOSBUIICS, MAIlIMHA Cpasy repe-
crajia OyKCOBATh.

— Bot yBuauIIb, — MBIJIKO MOAXBATHIIA MaMa, — y TeOst M Bce TPOOJIEMbI C TIPOTIABIIMM JIOTOBO-
pom yrnaasaTcs! [oBopsAT, criaceHHOe KUBOTHOE IPUHOCUT CYACThE B IOM !

Bacbka BbITapammi riasa.

Hy u nena! MntepecHo, cpeau ero mpenkoB He ObLIO, CIy4YaidlHO, qpeBHUX eruntsiH? Kaxkercs,
9TO OHU OOOKECTBJISUIM KOIIEK M MTPUITUCHIBAJIM UM BCEBO3MOKHBIE Marniecke CBorcTBa?..

Hy, xopoue, Tenepp ux B MalfHe CTaJIo YeTBepo. Mama He CITycKasia KOTeHKa C KOJIeH, marna
MOTJISIABIBAJT HA HUX O0OMX C YMHJICHHEM U OeClpecTaHHO KHCKaJ, a ele OHW ¢ MaMoi HarepeOoi
nepeOMpav IMeHa B TIOMCKaxX TOro, KOTOPOe JalyT HOBOMY oOUTaTeNio KBapTuphl TumodeeBbIxX.

Bacbky He cripamBaiy, Ja OH U caM MOMaJIKUBAJ, HAJEsICh, YTO HUKTO HE IOAyMaeTCsl Ha3BaTh
KOTeHKa Bacbkoii.

«CuTpoeH» TMOBepHYJ Ha (pelepajbHyI0 Tpaccy — M 3[ech BAPYT YIepcs B XBOCT COBEp-
IIIEHHO HepeaJbHOM Mo pa3Mepam npoOku. C3aau ero HeMeJICHHO TOATIEP OrPOMEHHbIN OpaHKEBBIH
«KamA3».

— He BoiGepenbest! — BockaMkHYA TrMogeeB-cTapiimi.

BackKky Tak ¥ IOOMBIBAJIO MIOCOBETOBATh POAUTENSIM MOMOJIUTHCS KOTEHKY M TIOMPOCHUTH €ro
paszorHarh MpooKy, HO 1O 3pesiIOM pa3MBIIUIEHUY OH PEII He HAPbIBAThCS HA HEMPUSATHOCTH.
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BnesarHoO KOoTeHOK Havas ynxath. Bepa CepreeBHa TOTYAC BCHOJOIIMIIACE, YTO €MY CIUIIKOM
XOJIONHO OT KOHAMITMOHEPA.

Konauiponep mpuInioch BHKTIOUUTD; OTKPBUIA OKHA, M B MAIIIMHY Cpa3y Xke rojesna OeH3u-
HOBasl rapb U HETEPIIeJUBBIC T'YKA MHOTOUMCICHHBIX MAIIIUH, CKOITUBIIIUXCS HA JOPOTe.

[Mapuno; obnaka HaBUCIIM HU3KO, CTYCTHJIACh yXOTa.

— Bot yBunute, Kk Beuepy rpo3a rpsiHeT, — MpoOOpMOTaJ rarma. — XOpoIo Obl yCIEeTh BHIOPAThCS
OTCIONIa, & TO CTOJILKO MUITIEHEH JIsI MOJTHUI coOpasioch — yxac!

Mexay TeM KOTEHKY Ha/I0e0 CHIEeTh Ha KoneHsx Yy Bepbl CepreeBHbl: OH Havyasl MUINATh U
BBIPBIBATHCS.

[Mpuninock ero ormyctuth. KoTeHOK MpoBOpHO mepedpasicsi Ha 3aqHee CuieHbe U Oecrepe-
MOHHO 3aJie3 Ha KosieHH K Bacbkke. W Hauan nogyie3ats eMy NoJ pyKy: HOIIab, MOJ, MEHs!

Baceka yOpan pyku 3a criuay. OH caM He TIOHMMaJI, ToYeMy He XOTel ero raauts. Hy BoT
He X0Te1, 1 Bee!

— Canymaiite, a 4TO, €CJIM Mbl HA30BeM KOTeHKa Bachkoi? — ckazasl mama, OrjisiibiBasiCh.

— Herutoxo! — o6panoBanace Mmama. — Tem Oosee 4Tto BackKUHBI BOJIOCH — TOUb-B-TOYb, KaK
Bacpkuna mepcrka!

N popurenn paccmessuck.

Hy na, 310 e npsaMo-taku Bepx ocrpoymusi! Bacbka (He KOTEHOK !) MOIBITAJICS TPOTECTOBATD,
HO ero poOKue BO3paxeHUst ObLIIM 3arTylIeHbl TPOMKHMM U PAJOCTHBIM MYPJIBIKAHBEM.

— OH cormacen! — 0O6pagoBauch nara ¢ MaMou, U BOIIPOC, Kak MOHsM 06a Backku, pemmics
OOJBIIIMHCTBOM TOJIOCOB.

A mpoOKa crosiia MepTBO, U KOHIIA OKUAAHUIO He Obl1o BuaHO. Bepa CepreeBHa 3aipemMana,
TumoeeB-cTapimil Toke TO U JeJI0 KJIeBaJl HOCOM.

Bacbka 1 cam He Tpoub ObUT Obl COCHYTh, OTHAKO MeIllal KOTEHOK, KOTOPBIM CHUAENT y HEro Ha
KOJICHSIX ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPEJ B IJIa3a. Y HEro, Kak y BceX KOIleK, ObUIM BepTUKAJIbHbIE 3PAvKH,
KOTOpbIE TO PACIIUPSIIACH U CTAHOBUJIMCH KPYTJIBIMU, OTPOMHBIMHU, TO CHOBA CYKaJIMCh M JEJIAJIHCh
MOXOKVUMH Ha MTOJIKH.

Bacbka yyBcTBOBaJ ceOsl O] STUM B3IVISII0OM OUeHb HeYIOTHO. [ToueMy-To Ka3asiock, 4To KoTe-
HOK YMTAEeT €r0 MBICJIM — U HACMEXaeTCsl Hajl HUM.

Bonee Toro! Yem mosbliie OHM CMOTpESIH JPYT HA APYra, TeM SIBCTBEHHEH Ka3anock Backke, 4To
OHM BelyT 6e3MOJIBHBIN quasor. [IpudyeM auanor o4eHb CTPAaHHOTO CofiepKaHus!

«A 3Haro, umo st mede He HPABAIOCH, — CJIOBHO Obl TOBOPHJT KOTEHOK. — A 51 mebst 6000uie HeHa-
sudncy!»

«Bom unmepecro! — mpicnenno ynusuics Bacbka Tumodees. — 3a umo?!»

«Tot MHe meuwtaeutv», — OTBETHII KOTEHOK.

«A?! Tebe?! Dmo kaxum dxnce oopazom?!» — cnpocuit o3aaadeHnbiii Bacbka Tumodees.

«Tel mewaewtv mue coenamo mo, umo Hydcro. Iloka mewaewn. Ho nuuezo! 9mo ckopo kou-

CUOUUL MAKUM UCmyKanom ?! » — OTpeOdOBaI KOTEHOK.

Barsaa kenTeiX m1a3 U 3TU 3padyky, TO PACHIMPSIONIMECS, TO CyXKaloUIMecs, 1eMCTBOBAJIM Ha
BacbKy Kak-TO CTpaHHO, HEOIOJUMO TIOIYUHSISI, CIOBHO OBl THITHOTH3HUPYSL.

[TpoTHB BOIM OH MOTHSJ PYKY M MOJIOKUJI €€ Ha CIIMHY KOTEHKY. Pyka Heme7leHHO Ioka3asiach
KAKOI-TO YyXOM... CJIMIIKOM JIETKOH, CJIMIIKOM TOHKOM... M 4eM Jonblie Bacbka cMoTpen Ha Hee,
TEM TOHBILIE ¥ MEHBIIIE OHA CTAHOBUJIACH !

Her, camo coOoii, 310 monHasi epyHna, Bacbke TOJNBKO KaKeTcs, YTO €ro pyka IpeBpaTu-
Jlach B MAJICHbKYIO KOIIAUblo JIATKY, TIOKPBITYIO CEPOH, BEpHee MerneIbHOM, MepcTKoi. Y KoHeuHo,
eMy TOJIbKO KaXeTCsl, YTO HOTTH Ha ero Majbllax CTAIN JJIMHHBIMH, 3arHYTBIMH M OCTPBIMHU, OYATO
KOTOTKH,  MaJIbIIbl KaK Obl CKPIOYMJIMCH U BTSHYJIUCH B JIAJOHB !
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Bacbka mokocuiicst Ha Apyryio pyKy U OOHapy Wy, 4TO C Hell IPOU30IIO TO ke camoe. [a u
HOTH Y HETO TOXE CHIENAINCh MAJICHbKUMHU, MOXHAThIMHU, YeThlpeXnaJbIMu. KpocCOBOK Ha HUX yxke
HET — B KPOCCOBKH Ternepb 00yT KaKOH-TO MaJIBUMIIKA, HAa KOJIEHsIX Y KOTOporo cuaut Baceka... U
STOT MaJIbYMIIKA OJET B €r0 JKUHCH U (PyTOONKY, Ha 3arsicThbe Y Hero BachbKWHBI yachl, a emie y
Hero nenesbHble BacbKMHBI BOJIOCHI, U UyTh B3JEPHYTHIN HOC, M CBETJIO-Kapue IJla3a, U BOOOIIEe 3TO
BbLIMTHIN Baceka Tumodees, Hy camblii Hactosumii Bacbka Tumodees!

«A s Toraa Kto xe?!» — Bcepbe3 uciyraicsi Bacbka 1 30 BceX CUII BCTPSIXHYJICS, YTOOBI TIPO-
THATh TOT AyPaLKUI, STOT MyTAIOIIUI, 3TOT yKAaCHBIA COH, OIHAKO YbsI-TO TsDKEJas pyKa Jierja eMy
Ha II€I0 U CKajla N30 BCeX CHUIL

— Hy Th1, KOImaK, cuay TUX0! — pa3aajcs MPOTUBHBIA IPyObId TOJIOC. — YOepH CBOM JTypallkue
kortu! Ilepectanp 1apanarbcs, a TO BHIKMHY U3 MalllMHbI!

Bacbka Tumodpee u He cobupasics napanarbesi. OH MPOCTO MBITAJICS OTOPBATh OT CBOETO ropiia
’KECTOKHE MaJblibl, KOTOPBIE, KAKETCsl, HOPOBUJIM €T0 3aylIHUTh.

Koe-kak emy ynanoch BeIpBaThCsl, OHAKO MaJIbLIbl TOTYAC CTUCHY/IM €TI0 3aTPUBOK U MOAHSIIN
B BO3/YX.

Backka pBasics u OpbIKajcs, CHISCh NOTSHYTHCS JIO JIMIA, KOTOpOE HY BOT TOJBKO YTO,
HECKOJIbKO MHMHYT Ha3a]] MPUHAAJIeRKATIO0 eMy M ObUIO JIOBOJIBHO CUMIIATUYHBIM U AOOPOLYIIHBIM, a
ceiyac Ka3aJloCh OTBPATUTEIbHBIM, 37IbIM U XHUIIHBIM.

— OyeHb CTpaHHO, — MOCBIIAJICS TOJI0C OTHA. — A 5 [JIe-TO YUTAJI, YTO, ECJIM KOTEHKY CTUCHYTh
3arprBOK, €0 MOXKHO OO€3ABUXKUTH. A 3TOT OpPbIKAETCsI — BBl TOJIKO MOCMOTPHTE KaK !

— Ilana, cnacu MeHsi oT Hero! — BcKpukHY/1 Bacbka TumodeeB, n30 Bcex aeprasich, 4TOObI
OCBOOOIUTHCS OT HEMUJIOCEPAHON XBAaTKU, HO U3 €ro ropjia BHIPBAIOCH TOJIBKO KaJIOOHOE MsIyKa-
Hbe. 3aTO MaJICHbKHUE, TOKPHITBIE IIEPCTHIO JIANKU JOTSHYJIUCH JI0 JIMIA 3TOr0 MEP3KOTro M 37I00HOTO
MaJIbYUIIKH !

— Mawma! Ilana! — B3Bu3rHy/1 Majbumiika. — OH MeHs nolapanali, 3TOT Balll apIIMBbIA KOTe-
HOK !

— 51 HUKaKo¥ He KOTEHOK, 9TO Thl KOTEHOK ! — 3a0pas Bacbka, oHaKo BHOBb CMOT M3/1aTh BCETO
JIMIIb KaKOW-TO BO3MYILEHHBIN X PUILIbIA MSIB.

— Kak xoture, a s ero BbIOpolny! — IVIAKCMBO BHIKPUKHYJI MaJbUMIIKA U... U B CAMOM JIeNie
BBINIBBIPHYJ Backky TrModeeBa B OTKPBITOE OKHO — [Ia C TAKOW CHJIOH, YTO TOT MpoJieTen HaJ 000-
YMHOM, HaJl MPUJOPOKHBIMU KYCTAMHU U MSTKO, Ha BCE YEThIpPE JIallbl, PU3EMIIIIICS YKe 1oj Oepe-
3aMH, B JieCy, OJIM3KO MOJCTYMHMBIIIEM K IIIOCCE.

%k % %k

Bacbka ciiomMs To10By KMHYJICSI 0OpaTHO, TO M AEJIO MyTasiCh B TPaBe M COOCTBEHHBIX KOHEUHO-
CTSIX, KOTOPBIX Terephb ObLIO Y HEr0 Ype3MepHO MHOTO, HAKOHEIT J0Oekal 1O JOPOrd — U OTIPSHYI
OT pblYallMX, CTPEMUTEIBHO MYABILIMXCS 110 JOPOre MallliH.

JIBuxeHue BHe3armHO BoccTaHOBHIIOCH! [IpoOka paccocanach ¢ HEBEpOSTHOM CKOPOCTBIO, U
«CuTpoen» ymyascs Aajeko Brepe, yBJIeKaeMblil OOIIM MOTOKOM.

Ponurenu yexanu... OHU U 3a110I03pUTh HE MOIJIM, YTO MUP BOKPYT HUX NIEPEBEPHYJICS U €TO
y’e He CIIaCTH, YTO OHM JIMIIMIMCh CBOETO ChIHA, YTO €r0 MECTO 3aHsUI KOT-MaJIbUuK... a UX Bacbka,
ux cbiH Bacwmmii, Bacummii [lerpoBuy TumodpeeB, cuauT ceiiyac Ha 0OOYMHE TPACChl, YIUPASICh
YEThIpbMsI TPACYILIMMHUCS JIAIKaMU B 3€MJIIO, APOXKUT BECh, OT YIIEH JI0 XBOCTA, HE B CHJIaX CMU-
PUTBCS C TEM KOIIMapoOM, KOTOPbI C HUM BHE3AIIHO NPUKJIIOUWICS, U BCE KAET, YTO MPOCHETCS OT
9TOTrO CTPAIIHOTO CHA, YTO 3Ta KYTh Pa3BEeTCs CJIOBHO UepHasi Ty4a, 3aKpbIBIIasi HeOO, U CKBO3b ee
OOPBIBKY MPOIJISIHET HAKOHEI] COJTHIIE PealbHOCTH U BCE BEPHETCS] HA CBOU MECTa.

JKner, 4to OH CHOBA CTaHET YeJIOBEKOM!
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OpnHako 4dyna He Mpou301UIo. Backka ¢ y:kacoM OCO3HAJ, 4TO eMy MPUAETCs Ha CBOUX JIBOMX,
BepHee YeThIpeX, TAIUTLCS B TOPOJI, OTBICKUBATH JIOPOTY JIOMOU, CKPECTHUCH TIOJ IBEPHIO U. . .

N ut0?! Yto nenatb motom?!

7KanobHOo MsiyKaTh U KAaTh, 9TO ero BiycTst? Wnu nagyt nuHka? A gaxe eciv U BIYCTAT, TO
KaK... KaK JUTb JaJbllle KOTOM?!

— Xa! Xa! Xa! — pazgasicst BOApYT psiioM 4ei-TO TPOMOBOM XOXOT.

Bacbka ucryranHo orisiaesics, ToTOM 3a/1pal TOJIOBY.

Jla HeT, HUKTO He XOXoueT. DTO HajieTena OOJbIIyIasi YepHasi BOPOHA, KPYKUT HAJ HAM M
KapKaeT BO Bce BOPOHbE TOpJIo:

— Kap! Kap! Kap!

Ha camom-To fesie Ha XOXOT 9TO HU4yThb He oxoxke. Kyaa Gosnbliie HamoMuHaeT KaKoi-TO BOMH-
CTBeHHbIN Kia! BooO1ie Takoe BrieyaT/ieHne, YT0 HaMepeHUs Y STOM BOPOHBI caMble HeloOphie. Bot
OHa 3aJI0KWJ1a HaJ Backkoil KpyTo BUpak, OyITo (DAIIMCTCKUIA camMofieT B (prjibMax Mpo BOMHY, a
MOTOM PE3KO TOIIlIa Ha CHUKEHUE . .. BEpHee, Ha ITypM!

WuTepecHo, BOPOHBI MIUTAIOTCS KOTaMU ?

PaznymbiBath Hajg 3TMM BpeMeHH 0co00 He Obuto. Bacbka ene ycren OTIpsiHyTh MO 3aIluTy
Pa3nanmcToro Kycra, B KOTOpHIM 4yTh He Bpe3aiach BopoHa. OJJHAKO 3T0, IOXOXkeE, e He Pa303/InJio,
HACMEIIINJIO, TOTOMY YTO OHAa CHOBA pa3pa3uiiach CBOUM «Kap-Kap-Kap», ¥ Ha Cei pa3 3TO HACTOJIBKO
HAIOMUHAJIO U3JEeBaTEIbCKUI XOXO0T, uTO Bacbka o3agaunsics.

Kakasi-to upe3mepHo pasymHasi BOpoHa. .. BooOiiie, roBopsiT, 310 My/ipble NTUIIbL. TOIbKO Bpsiz
JI BOPOHBbEW MYAPOCTH XBAaTUT HA TO, YTOOBI MOHSTH: Tiepe]l Hell He KAKON-TO KaJKUW KOTEHOK,
KOTOPOTO OHa, CyAs M0 BCEMY, 3aIIPOCTO MOXKET IPUKOHYUTH OIHUM YAAPOM CBOETO YE€PHOTO KOCTSI-
HOT'O KJTIOBA TI0 OaIlike, a MoToM MOCTENeHHO PacKJjeBaTh, a CYIIECTBO elie Oojee pa3yMHOe, YeM OHa
cama, — 4eJaoBek !

XO0MoO, Tak cKazaThb, canreHc. M BoooOiie 1apb npupoibt!

Kapxkarommuii XoXoT BHOBb pa3/iajiCsi COBCEM PSIIOM.

Bacbka ouHyJICSI OT pa3MBIIIIIEHHA O COOCTBEHHOM BEIUYMU M OOHAPYXKUJI, YTO BOPOHA CTOUT
OKOJIO KYCTa, TI0J] KOTOPBIM OH MPHUTYJIWIICS, U TIOTJISABIBAET Ha HETO, 3a0aBHO TIOBOPAYMBAasi TOJIOBY.
Kazanocs, eii ynoOHel cMOTpeTh OJJHUM TIJIa30M, a He 000MMHU. A MOXET ObITh, OHA ITON CBOEH roJIio-
BOM MTPOCTO-HAMPOCTO TIOKAYMBAJIa C OTKPOBEHHON HACMeIIKou: «Harresn Kyga oT MeHs CripsTaThes,
aypauok! [la Benpb s1 TeOs1 3aIIpoCTO AOCTaHY !»

W B camom [ienie — BOpOHa, NepeBaIMBasiCh, 3aKOBbUIsLIA K Bacbke, 4yTh HArHYBIINCH BIepe],
YT0OBI yIoOHEee ObUIO TOIE3Th MO BETKH.

ViKacHBIN YepHBIN KJIIOB ObLT YK€ COBCeM OJM3KO, Koraa Backka MOHSUI, UTO XBAaTUT TyMaThb
— 1opa JAeNCTBOBATh !

OH BBICKOYMJT U3-TIO]] KYCTa — M TIOHECCs KyJa I71a3a IIISIIAT, CTapasich Bce BPeMsl HAXOAUTHCS
TOJ1 3aIIMTON TPaBbl, KyCTOB M JEPEBbEB. YTOOWI B 3apOC/IM KPAIMUBbI, KOTOPbIE Ka3aJIUCh OECKO-
HEYHbIMU. MeJIbKOM TMOIyMal, YTO YeJIOBEK, MOMAaB Clofa, MOT Obl U YMEPETh OT OOJM U OXOTOB. ..
MpaB/Ja, HUKaKOW HOPMAaJIbHBIN YyesloBek ciofia Obl He cyHyJscsi! Hakoner; Bacbka BbIOpasics U3 Kpa-
MUBBI U TIOMYAJICS JAJIbINE, TO TyTasiCh B BHICOKOM TpaBe, TO BHIOMPAsCh HA KAKUE-TO Y3eXOHbKHE
CTEKKHU-TOPOKKH, POTONTAHHbIE, TIOX0XKE, TAKMMHU K€ KPOXOTHBIMU JIalTKaMU, KaKue Tenepb ObUIN
y Hero camoro. HeGoch panbliiie, Oymyuu demoBekoM, Backka u He pasrsaen Obl ux!

HeGoch panbine, Oyaydn 4eoBEeKOM, OH He Jparaji Obl OT BOPOHBI B TAKOM TEMITE U B TaKOM
naHuke! Yk HaBepHOe Hales Obl KaKylo-HUOYIb TTAJIKy ¥ oTomics Ovl! Eiie v, misau, oOpatui Obl
caMmy BOpOHY B OercTBo!

Brpyr Bacbka 3amep. OH U He 3aMeTWJI, KaK JieC KOHYMJICS U Terepb OH OKa3aJICs PsJIOM C
KaKMM-TO HEKA3UCTHIM JIOMHIITKOM: C TIPOCEBIIIEH KPHIIIIEH, TOBAJTMBIIUMCS Ha OJJFTH OOK K PBLICUKOM,
MOKOCUBIIIUMHUCS CTEHAMH, TTO/ICJIETIOBATHIMU OKOIIIKAMH, B KOTOPBIX KO€-T/Ie MyTHEJIU CTeKJIa, a Koe-
I71e OHH OBLIM MTPOCTO 3a0UTHI TOCKAMH.
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Ko 3n€ech xuBer, kakue mogu? JdoOpeie nnmm Henoopeie? U ects 1 BOOOIIE KU3Hb B TAKOM
aomwuike?!

Brnipouem, TOJIKOM MOpa3MBIIUIATH Ha 9Ty TeMy Bacbke He ynanock: BOpOHa Halllia ero ¥ BHOBb
Hayasa OnucHBaTh HaJ HUM Kpyru! OH MeTHYJICS BIepe/, 3alpbirHyJI C pa30ery Ha OiHY CTYIEHbKY,
BCKapaOKaJscs Ha IPYyryio, YyTh HE MPOBAJIWICS B IIEIb Ha TPEThEH, MOICKOUMII K JIBEPH, KOTOpast
OKazaJiach MPUOTBOPEHA, MMPOTUCHYJICS B Hee, ePeBATIIIICS Uepe3 BETXHU MOPOKEK, MUHOBAJ KPO-
XOTHBIE CEHIIbl, 3aBAICHHBIE KAKUM-TO CTApPheM, — U OKA3aJICS B IOJTYTEMHOW KOMHATEHKE.

Hy u Hy... CKONbKO e BpeMeHH TYT He CTymajia Hora yesyioBeka?! Bee cTeHbl, Mo, OTOJOK
HEMHOTOUYHCIIEHHAsI OOCTAaHOBKA OBUIM OTUIETEHBI MAYTUHOM, MOPOCITH MXOM, MOAEPHYJIUCH OeIecoit
TUIECEHBIO Y BHITJISIEIIM COBEPILIEHHO OTBPATUTENIBLHO U myraoie. OKHa 3arbUIMINCh HACTOIBKO, YTO
HU €JJUHBIN COJIHEUHBIH JTyd HE MOT Yepe3 HUX TIPOHUKHYTb.

EnuHCTBEHHOI Belblo, KOTOPOM HEe KOCHYJIOCH OOIlee 3aIllyCTeHHe, OKa3aJiCsl BUCEBIIMIA Ha
CTEHe TMOPTPET: MPOCTO XOJICT O3 paMbl.

K coxanenuio, MojOTHO OT BpeMEHH MOYTH CIUIONIb MOKPBUIOCHh TpermHaMu. C TpyaoM yaa-
BaJIOCh PACCMOTPETh YePThl OYEHb CTAPOM, HO ellle KPACUBOW KEHIIMHBI C IJ1JKO NMPUYECAaHHBIMU
CeIbIMU BOJIOCAMHU.

Brno6aBok ko BceMy, IOPTPET OKa3aJicsi aKKypaTHO pa3pe3aH nocepeute. U Ha cTene Bucena
TOJIBKO JIEBasi €r0 MOJIOBUHA.

Bacebka pasuHynn oT M3ymJIeHUs1 POT — a Tak M cesl Ha 3aruiecHeBeNbld 1mof. [la Beap mepen
HUM BHCHUT BTOpasi MIOJIOBUHA TOTO CaAMOTO MOPTpPETa, KOTOPHI HECKOJIBKO AHEH Ha3al MONyYHIH
TumoeeBbl BMeCTe C M3BEIIEHUEM O HACJIeIOBAHUH JOMUIIIKH B IepeBHE 3MEIOKHHO.

To ectb 310 NOy4aercst yto? To ecTh UTo Xe IT0 nonyvaercs? 1o nomayvaercs, 4yro Bacbka
ceiiyac HaXoOmUTCs B JepeBHe 3MeloknHO?! B ToM camom nome, KOTophiid ObLT 3aBemian Tumode-
eBy-crapiiemy?!

— He mMoxeT ObITh. .. — OIaNeNo MIyKHYJI OH.

B 3TOT MHT MOJIOBMHKA PTa, eNle pa3iuduMasi Cpeay TPElMH Ha opTpeTe, 3allleBenIach — 1
pazfajicsi CTapylieuuit rojaoc:

— 3auem THI cioma nipuiien, Backka TumodeeB? Bexkan Ob1 BocBosicu! XOTS OT Hee Bellb HE
OTBSUKEIIbCs. .. Terepb MyduThest TeOe, Oeonare, HEMCUMCIMMBIMU MyKaMH, TIOKa YepHasi TBapb
37100y CBOIO HE HACBHITUT U MECTBIO HE HacIaauTcs!

— Kakas mects? — nponeneran Bacbka omesnomneHHo. — OTKyJa Bbl 3HaeTe, Kak MEHs 30ByT?
Kakue mykn? Kakas yepnas tBapb?! K10 3107

— Kro-kT0! — Oypknyn noprper. — M3BectHO KTO! Vibsina Yrpiomosa! Benpma Yibsina!

— Benpma?! — Tyno noBropun Bacbka. — Ho s1 HUKaKo# BeibMbl HE BUJIE. ..

3yObl y HEro CTyYald OT CTpaxa, MsyKaHbe BBIXOAWJIO TMPEPHIBUCTBIM U HEepa30OpPUMBBIM,
CJIOBHO OBl 3aUKAIOIIUMCS. . .

— He Bupen? — moBropwi noptpet. — Hy Tak cefiuac yBuauiib, 6egonara!

BuezanHo 32 BacbkMHOM CIIMHOM MOBESIO MEPTBEHHBIM X0J100M. OH 00EpHYJICS — U C BU3TOM
BCKOYMJI, 3aMeTaJICS TyAa-CloJja M HAKOHeI 3a0WJICS B YTOJl, OTYASHHO Kesasl CAENAThCsl TAKUM Ke
MIBUTBHBIM, 3aMIIIEIBIM M 3aIUIECHEBEJIbIM, KaK BCE B 3TOM KOMHATYIIKE, CIIUTHCS C OKPYKAIOIINM,
TOJIBKO 4TOOBI €10 He pa3/inumiia U He HACTUIJIA YepHasi MIJIa, KOTOpasi MEIJIEHHO IMPOCaYrBajIach B
IIEJISICTYIO IBEPb.

TbMa cHavasa cresqmiach 1O MOy, MOTOM coOpajiach B KOMOK — M BAPYT MpUHsJIa OyepTa-
HUS1 YEpHOW MNTUIbI, B KOTOpoW Backka C yxacom y3Haj Ty camyl0 BOPOHY, KOTOpasl IHajach 3a
HUM. Yepe3 MUT BOpPOHA MpHHsIA OOJMK 3MeH, BCTaBIeW HA XBOCT, U 3aKayajach B pa3HbIe CTO-
POHBI, BEPTSI MAJIEHbKOW TUIOCKOW TOJIOBKOM, CJIOBHO MBITAsICh OTBICKATh CKOPYMBIIIETOCS B YKPOM-
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HOM YTOJIKe KOTeHKa. BApyr 3Mest cBuiach KJIIyOKOM 1 0O€pHYJIach YePHOW CBHHBEH, KOTOPasi MEpP3KO
XPIOKHYJIa, 00paTB K Bacbke CBO MIMPOKUI B3IEPHYTHIN MATAYOK, HO TYT K€ BMECTO CBUHBU MOSIBU-
Jach KeHcKast (pUrypa ¢ MOHYpOM TOJOBOH, pacHyIIeHHBIMH BOJIOCAMU W PyKaMU, MPHKATHIMU K
Ipyad B TOM MecTe, T/ie OHa Oblla IPOH3eHa KaKOW-TO 3a0CTPEHHOM MaJKOM.

ITpu Buae 310 sKeHCKOM (PUTYpBI OIOBUHKA OPTPETa U3Jajla POH3UTEIbHBII BOILIb, IPOCT-
HBI ¥ B TO BpeMsl KaJOOHBIM, a B OTBET pa3/iajiCsl U3/IEBATENIbCKUI XOXOT, CHOBA HATIOMHUBIIIEH
Bacbke BOpoHbe KapKkaHbe, — U YepHast ThMa Paccesiach: BTSHYJIACH B 1SN B CTEHAX, OKHAX, IBEPSIX,
MPWIKIUIA K TIOTOJIKY B BUJIE YEPHOH MAayTUHHON 0axpOMBI — a MOCPEId KOMHATHI BO3HHUKJIA OfIeTast
B JJIMHHOE YepHOE IIaThe JKEeHIIMHA, KOTopasi B OMHO MIHOBEHHE HalllIa Ia3amu Baceky u Becerno,
JIOOPOIYIITHO YIBLIOHYJIACh eMY:

— 31paBCcTBY#, KOTUIIIKA-000POTEHbD !

Ha niepBbiii B3I1s111 OHa Obli1a HEOOBIKHOBEHHO KPACHBa: YEPHOBOJIOCAS M YEPHOIIIa3ast, C AJIMH-
HBIMH CTpeJIbYaThIMU PECHUIIAMU, OeJIONHLAst U pyMsiHas... OOHAKO KpacoTa ee He BOCXHUINAia, a
nyrana. Cpociivecsi Ha TiepeHocuIle OpoBH, TOHKUE, UICKPUBUBIIKECS B HEIOOPOU YXMBUIKE TyObI,
OCTPBIi TONOOPOIOK M AJIMHHBIN, CJIeTKa 3arHyThIi HOC MPUIABAJIY i 37I0Bellee BhIpakeHHe.

MoxeT ObITh, 3TO He Opocaioch Obl TaK B I71a3a MPU BCTPEUe HAa OCBEIIEHHOMN COJTHIIEM YJIHIIE,
HO €CJT BCIIOMHHTb, TJie TIPOMCXOAMUJIO /IO U YTO TPEIIECTBOBAIO MOSBICHUIO KPACABUIIbI, U3
KaKOro YepHOro AbMa U Mpaka OHa BO3HUKJIA. . .

Ja, TyT yX ObLJIO HE JO BOCXUILEHUsSI — OT HEe XOTEJIOCh OTBEPHYThCSI M OOJIbIIIe HUKOTIA B
JKU3HU HE BUIETH!

«Benpma, yepHast TBapb», — BCIIOMHIWII Bacbka ciioBa mopTpeTa, U Takasi Ipoxb poopaa ero,
YTO MOKA3aJI0Ch, OYATO Ja)ke CTeHKA, K KOTOPO OH MPHKUMAJICS, 3aApOXKaa.

B camom nienie — 310 ObUTA KpacoTa BeJbMbl, BAMIMPA, KPacoTa 3J1a. .. €CJIU TOJIBKO 3710 MOKET
OBbITH KPAaCHUBBIM.

— Hy, koTuimka-o60poTeHb, — MPOIoIKaa KeHIMHA, — S 1 He [yMaJia, YTO ThI IPHITKUIA TAKOM.
JIuxo ot meHs yaupai! Vnu odens criemt HacieacTBo Mapdbt MOparuMoBHBI TOCMOTPETH ?

U ona 3axoxotaiia, a MOPTPET CKPUBKJICS CIIOBHO B TIPHUCTYIIE OOJIH.

Bacbke ObIJIO OYEHBb CTPAITHO, OTHAKO eIlie OOJIbIIe ero pa3dorupasio JTOOOMBITCTBO.

— A ckaxwure, IoKanyicTa, — poOKO MSAyKHYN OH, — Heyxeimu Mapda MoparumoBHa MoeMy
riare MMEHHO 3TOT JJOM 3aBemaia? Y3k oueHb OH cTapbiil. Takoe olyIieHue, 4To B HeM BOOOIIE THIIILY
JIET HUKTO HE JKHJI.

— Hy ThI ckaxerib, KOTUIIIKA-000pOTEeHb, — pa3Besia pyKamu BebMa YibsiHa. — Toimry net! la
BCEro KakuX-HUOYIIb COTHH MOJTOPHIL, He Oolee Toro. C Tex nop, kak Mapda HMoparumoBna nmomepia.

— Chymaiite, 371ech Kakasi-To myTaHuiia! — BockJIiMkHYyJ Bacbka. — Eciii oHa ymepiia cTo msthb-
JecsAT JIeT Ha3aj], OHa HUKAaK He MOoIya ObITh TPOIOPOAHOM Mpadadymikoi Moero nanbl. Torga paxe
MOsI TpopoaHas OalyIika erle He poauiack! A mpo mamy BooOIe W MbICTIeld HU Y KOro He ObLIO.
3Haunt, Mapgda MOparumoBHa He MOIJIa 3aBeIaTh My JIOM.

— A THI gOrayIMB, KOTHIIKA-000pOTeHb! — 0100puTeNbHO cKazana YibsHa. — Camo coOoi,
HUYero U Hukomy Mapda MOparrmoBHa He 3aBelaia — 3TO 51 BCe MOACTPOMIA, YTOOBI BMECTO TeOsI
MOETO CIYTy K BaM B JIOM 3acjaTh, a TeOs cioga 3aBectu. Thl Bacbka, n 0H KoToM Bacbkoii Obi!
Hymaio, yx mocrarouno gonro! 4 Ilerpy TumodeeBy Oyay BeYHO MCTHTH yepe3 MOTOMKOB €ro!
Ternepb TBOM MaTh C OTIIOM XOPOIIEHHKO TOMYYAIOTCA. .. ¥ Thl TIOMYyYaellbcsl, HAOMoAast 32 HUMH.
A TIOTOM U caM CI0XHEelIb!

Bacbka TonpKO XJt0masn ria3amu, ciymias ee. «Kakyio-To mypry oHa roHUT», — IoJyMaJl pacTe-
PSIHHO.

— Wb, BeITapammics! — yXMpUIbHYJIaCh YibsiHA. — A cefyac Takoe y3pHlIllb... Dii, JIEBbII
I71a30K, MOKAaKU HaM TO, YTO BUIUT TIPaBblii!
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[MoptpeT 3aTpsiccs Tak, CJIOBHO COOMPAJICS COPBATHCS CO CTEHBI. TPEIHbI MO BOTHAMH, &
MOTOM BIPYT BCE pa3IiaInIMCh, CJIOBHO U He ObLIO UX HUKOI/A, U niepe] Bacbkoii peicraa mnoso-
BMHKA JKEHCKOTO JINIIA U3YMHUTEIbHON, HECKa3aHHON KPacOTHI.

Kakue cenpie Bosmoch? OHM OKa3aauch PhDKUMH, 30JIOTUCTBIMH, COMHEeYHbIMH. Kakas cra-
pyxa?! ’KeHmuHa Ha mopTpeTe OblIa MOJIOZIA M ITPEKpacHa.

Ha, 310 BaM He BepMa YiibsiHA C ee KprioukoBaThiM Hocom! Bee B e Mapdgst IGparuMoBHbI
ObLIIO TAPMOHUYHO M HEOTPAa3UMO — 3TO TOHUMAJI JJake Bacbka. M ecrm oHa B MOJOIbIE TOABL U B
caMoM JieJie OblIa Takasi, HeYAMBUTENILHO, UTO C Hee MOPTPETHI MUucaiu!

Ha BacbKy B3MJIsIHYI 3€/IeHBI I71a3 — U €My MOyAUJIOCh, OYATO OH 3aryIsiHyJ B 3€JIeHBI OMYT.
A yepe3 MTHOBEHHE B OMYTe MOKa3aJIMCh Kakue-To (purypsl, quma... u Bacbka yBuaen cBOM A0M,
YBUJE KBAPTUPY, B KOTOPOW MIPOKKII TIOYTH TPUHAIATH JIET. . .

«JIeBbI# T71a30K, MOKAXKW HaM TO, YTO BUIUT MPaBbIi», — IPUKa3aja BelbMa YJbsHa. 3HAYUT,
cooOpaszmit Bacbka, j1eBasi OJOBUHKA STOTO MOPTPETa MOXET BUAETD TO, YTO BUIUT MpaBasi, KOTopast
B 9TO BpeMs Haxoautcs B joMe Tumodeessix. Hy u uyneca. ..

U 1yt xe Backka no3a0su1 060 BceM Ha CBETe, MOTOMY YTO YBHUIET Mamy.

Cgoio mamy!

—Mawmouka! —3a0pajt OH YTO OBUIO CUJI, HO B OTBET MOJTYYHJI TOIBKO €XUIHBIA CMEIIOK YIIbsIHBI:

— 3ps crapaenibcsi, KOTUIIKAa-000poTeHb. Tebst HUKTO He CIIBIIINT.

YV Bacbku Bce TUIBUIO B I71a3aX, MOKa OH HE TMOHSLI, YTO IJIa4eT, U He CMaxHYyJ CJIe3bl CHavaIa
OJTHOM JIAITKOM, TIOTOM JIpyroi. YToObl He MeIIaIi CMOTPETh Ha MaMy.

Mawma crosiia y okHa BacbKMHOUM KOMHATBI M MEYaJIbHO IJIs[IeNia Ha YJIUIly. A psIoM C Hel
TONTAJICS TOIIMU MaJIbUYMIIKA C MENeIbHBIMU BOJIOCAMU M KyPHOCOU (PU3HMOHOMUEN, YKpPaIIeHHOM
ABYMSI U3PSIAHBIMU LTApaiHAMH.

Kor-manbuuk!

— He monmmaro, Kak Thl MOTI' TaK MOCTYIHTh, — THXO CKa3ajla Mama, He 0OOpauMBasich. —
KoneuHo, kKOTeHOK omapanan Te0si, KOHEUHO, TeOe ObUI0 OOJNBHO, HO BHIOPOCHUTH €r0 Ha JOpOrY...
MPOCTO B3ATh M BBIOPOCHUTH, OYATO OIPBHI3OK OT sI0JI0Ka, OyATO KOH(METHYI0 OyMakKKy... 3TO OBLIO
*kecToko, Bacbka, Heyskenu Thl He ToHMaelb?! Camoe 00MIHOE, YTO UMEHHO B 3Ty MUHYTY ITPOOKa
paccocanach, MalllMHBI TPOHY/IMCh. MBI 1ake He cpasy MOHSUIM, YTO MPOU30ILIO, a KOTJa CIIOXBATH-
JIMCh, OBUIO Y7KE MO3/HO. .. A BIPYT KOTEHOUYEK pa3owmics? Bapyr ynapuics Tak CUIbHO, 9TO Oruo?!

— Ma nagHo Tebe, MaM, — CKa3al KOT-MaJbulK HEBBIHOCUMO MPOTUBHBIM, KAKUM-TO MSYKalo-
IIIM TOJIOCOM.

Bacbka TOUHO 3HaI, 4TO €ro COOCTBEHHBIH rOJIOC paHbIIie ObLT IPYTHM, U IIPOCTO IUBY JaBAJICS,
YTO MaMa HUYEro, HUKaKMUX M3MEHEHUI He 3aMevaeT.

— He nepexwuBaii, — mpogo/mkas KOT-MaibuuK. — KOIIKK Beerja najaioT Ha YeThIpe JIarbl, OHU
C KaKOH YTOIHO BBICOTHI CIIPBITHYTh MOTYT M JKYTKO KMBY4M. HU4Yero ¢ HUM He CIIy4msioch, ¢ STUM
koteHKoM. CriopuM, OH yike BepHYJICS K cebe nomori? M BooOIIie, Thl TaK 0 HEM TMepeKUBaeIilb, Oy/ITO
OH TBOU poacTBeHHUK! [laBaii ydiiie moeaum, a?

— IlomorpeThb cym uim MsCO TylieHoe? — CIpoChia MamMa TIOKOPHO.

— M-msy-co! KoHeuHo, M-Ms1y-co! — poMypJibIKal KOT-MaJIbuUK, U OMSTh MaMa HUYEro He
3aMeTUJIa U BHIIILIA U3 KOMHATBI, TPYCTHO OITYCTHB T'OJIOBY.

MoxeT ObITh, OHA TaK MEPEKUBAET MOTOMY, YTO YYBCTBYET: OHA JIMIIMJIACH HE TIPOCTO KAKOTO-
TO TaM KOTEHKa, a poHOTo chiHa? AX, Kak Obl Bacbke XOTenoch Tak aAymarth!

Jlaipiie mpor30IUIa BOT KaKasi CTpaHHas ITyKa. Backka 0IHOBpEeMEHHO BHET U Mamy, KOTO-
pasi rpesia Ha KyxHe 00e/1 17151 TOTO, KOr0 OHa CUMTasla CBOMM CHIHOM, M STOTO TAPIIMBOTO CAMO3BAHIIA.

OcraBimich B oquHOYeCTBEe B BaCbKMHOIM KOMHATe, KOTOpasi Tereph MpUHaiexaia eMy, KOT-
MaJIBUMK TIEPBBIM JEJIOM OpOCHIICS K AMBaHY, BCKOYMJI HA HETO C HOTaMU U TIPHHSIICS] OCTEPBEHEIO
ApaTh MaIblIAMK JAMBaHHYIO cHKY! [Tpy 9TOM OH MOMBIPKUBAT U MOAMSYKMBAI HY COBEPIIEHHO
KaK KOT, KOTOPOMY MPUCITUYMIIO CPOYHO MOTOYUTH KOTTH.
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OjHaKO HMYETO Yy HEero He MOTy4UJIOCh, IOTOMY YTO BachbKHMHBI HOI'TH OKa3aJIUCh KOPOTKO TO/I-
CTpYIKeHBI. J[e10 B TOM, UTO ero COBCeM HEeJJABHO C MPEBEIMKUM TPYIAOM OTYUWIIA 3T HOI'TU TPHI3Th,
¥ MaMa Teriepb B 00a I71a3a Clie/inia, 9ToObl OHM HEe OTpacTaiv OOJIbIIe YeM Ha MUJLTUMETD.

Kot-masibumrk ¢ oTBpalieHrueM Morysiaes Ha CBOU, TO eCTh BaCbKUHBI, pYKH, 3T00HO (DBIPKHYIT
Y CBEepHYJICS KJTyOOUKOM B yriy auBaHa. [IpaBaa, CIOKOMCTBHS €ro XBaTWIO HeHaaoaro. To, 4to oH
3arest1 TIOTOM, He Jie3JIo BooOIe HM B Kakue Bopota. [loruieBan cebe Ha pyKy W IPUHSLICS PAcTH-
pats ciony 1o ymiry! He cpa3y 1o Backku 1omiio, 4to ObIBIIMN KOTEHOK MPOCTO-HATIPOCTO PEII
YMBITBCS.

UYectHo — ecnm Obl Bacbka He HaOMIOMAT 3TO CBOMMU IJIa3aMM, OH HH 32 YTO He TIOBEpHUJI Obl,
YTO YeJIOBEK MOXKET Tak ceOst BecTu!

XoT4, ¢ APYroi CTOPOHBI, pa3Be Tepea HUM ObuT YesioBek? KoneuHo Her!

Kor-manpunk okazasicss yxacHbM 4ucTiofied. OH yMbIBaJCs OYEHb CTapaTebHO: U JIUIO
TIOMBLJI, ¥ TOJIOBY, M TIPUHSLJICS 34 IIel0, KOTrJJa Mama Mo3Bajia yKUHATh.

TyT OH cBep3WICS C JUBaHA HAa YeTBEPeHbKU. 3a0bl1, HABEPHOE, UTO yKe He MOXKeT MagaTh Ha
YeThIpe JIallbl C JIIOOOH BBHICOTHI O€3 BCAKOTrO Bpeaa i ceds, HY M KPeIKo IO JIOKTH U KOJICHU.

«Tak Tebe 1 Hajo!» — ¢ HeHAaBUCTHIO MOTyMaJT Backka.

37100HO MOMMUIEB W MOMBIPKaB, KOT-MAJIBUMK TOPOILUIMBO TOTEp yIHOJIEHHbIE MECTa J1ajo-
IIIKOM — CHavaJIa, KOHEYHO, MOJIU3aB ee U 3aHeCs, MKy IPOYMM, B 3aXBaUCHHBI MEP3KHM KOJIJIOB-
ctBoM opranu3M Bacums TumodeeBa odepeqHoe KOIMIeCTBO MUKPOOOB.

Bo 4To0 ke mpeBpaTHTCS STOT CaMblii OPraHU3M K TOMY BpeMEHH, KOT/Ia B HETO BEPHETCSI 3aKOH-
HBIT X035MH?! Jla OH, HaBepHOE, M3 TIOJIMKJIMHUKY BbUIE3aTh He Oy[eT, TOPCTAMU JIeKapcTBa CTaHET
[IUTb, KOIJJa BEPHETCS B CBOE TeJIO!

Ho Totuac 1o Backku 1011110, 9TO €ro MIaHCH! Ha 9TO BO3BPAIICHUE PABHBI HE MPOCTO HYJTIO, HO
HYJTIO C MUHYCOM, ¥l OH UyTh HE Pa3phlIajics. YIepkKao ero TOIbKO TO, YTO Mep3Kasi BepbMa YIIbsSHa,
KOHEYHO e, OUYeHb MopajioBajiack Obl €ro OTYasHUIO, Hy U Backka M3 TOpIOCTH pelivl He J1aBaTh
el TaKOl BO3MOXHOCTH.

Tem BpeMeHeM KOT-MaJIbUUK TPUMYAJICS Ha KYXHIO, OTJIsIIe] CHaYaJIa BCE YIJIbl, BUAUMO, TTBITA-
SICh OTBICKATh TaM KOITIAYbIO IJIOIIKY C €10, TOTOM CITOXBATUJICS, [TOCMOTPEJI Ha CTOJ, U3JaJT PaIoCT-
HBI MSIB — U TIOMBITAICS BCKOYHUTH HA TaOypeTKy ¢ Horamu. OIHAKO HUYEro U3 STOTO He BHIILIO:
Ta0ypeTka Obula MasieHbKass. Koe-Kak ycTpoWJICsl Mo-4eloBeYeCKH, MPUIBUHYI K ce0e TapesKy ¢
TYIIEHBIM MSICOM M KapTOIIIEYKON 1 OOIM3HYIICA.

Y Bacbku TumoeeBa poT HAMOTHUIICS TOTOHOM CITIOHOM, TOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLJIO €10 JIIOOUMBIE
60110, 1a ¥ BOOOIIIE — OH BeJ/lb TOJIBKO 3aBTpaKasl CEerofiHs, a ceivac aeno K Beuepy! OmHako oH
MIHOBEHHO 3a0bLT O TOJIOfIE TIPH BHJIE HEBEPOATHON KAPTUHBI: KOT-MAJBUMK MIPUHSIICS €CTh MPSIMO
13 Tapesiku, 00XO/sICh He TOJIBLKO Oe3 BIJIKM U HOXa, HO Jake 0e3 ToMOoIIM pyk! A MOToM, 3aMeTHB,
YTO pa3zdpocat Mo CTONMY KyCKH MsICa, KAPTOIIKU U pa30phi3rall MOJIMBKY, TIPOBOPHO CIIM3aJI BCE 3TO
s136IKOM. U HaJ10 e OBUIO TaK CITyYUThCsI, YTO UIMEHHO B 3TO MTHOBEHHE Ha KyXHIO BepHYJIach Mama!

KoT-mMasiburk HAYKMCTO BBUIA3AJ CTOJ M TeNleph CUIET C IOBOJILHBIM BHIOM U CHITO IIIyPHIICS.
A BacbkuHa Mama CMOTpEJa Ha Hero.

Bacbka Buien ee M0, Takoe U3YMJICHHOE 1 HETOMyIoIee . .. TaKoe JIIoOuMoe 1 poaHoe !

«Mamouka, cTykHHU ero Kak cienyetr! CTyKHU!» — MBICIIEHHO B3MOJIWJICSI OH.

Her, 6b110 OB e11ie JTy4inie, ecii Obl MaMa eI, YTO €€ ChIH CISATHII, YTO HYKHO €ro CPOYHO
OTIPABUTH B TICUXYIIKY, HAJIETh HA HETO CMUPUTEJIBHYIO PyOaIlKy, MOCAAUTh 32 PEIIETKY U JICUYUTh
C MTOMOIIIBIO JIOOOTOMMHU.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHUI 3pefuilie KOTa-MaJbuhKa B CMUPUTESIHHON pyOallike U 3a perieTKon
Temio Booopakenne Bacbku TumodeeBa, a motom niepecraio. [Ipocto motomy, 4To Mama HUKOT/IA
HE OTIpaBwia Obl CBOETO ChIHA — JaXe TAKOTO, KAKMM OH CTaJ Terepb! — B TICUXYIIKY. . .

Bapyr Bce: 1 KyxHsI pOJHOTO JI0Ma, ¥ KOT-MaJIbuMK, ¥ MOTPSICEHHAs: MaMa — BCe 3TO MPOMaJio,
YTO-TO OTJIYIIMTENILHO 3arpOX0Tasio, U Backka 0co3HaJI, 4TO CHOBA CMOTPHT B JIEBHIN IJ1a3 MOPTpeTa
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Mapdsr MU6parumoBHBI YTproMOBOH. [71a3 3TOT UCITyraHHO 3aMOpraJi, MOPTPET CHOBA COOpasics MOp-
IIMHAMU-TPELIMHAMMY, a B CJIeylolliee MTHOBeHHe Bacbka MOHsI, 4TO TaKk CUJIBHO I'POXOTaNO0. DTO
ObLT yaap rpomal

Bacbka BcnoMHWII, Kak narna npeaynpexial: Mojl, Ipo3a K Bedepy rpsiHeT.

U on He ommbces. ['po3a paspasunack-Taku. [1o Kpsliiie ynapuian nepBble Kariu JOKIs.

— Bowuribest rpo3bl, KOTHIIIKA-000pOTeHb? — BKPAAUMBO CIIPOCHIA BelbMa YIIbsIHA.

Ecnm 661 Backka Mor, oH Obl 1O%kaJj B OTBET TUIEUaMU: MOJI, & Yero ee 00sATbes?

— Ma 11, 5 momIsIKy, Xpadpen! — onoOpuTenbHO KUBHYIA YiIbsiHA. — 3HAUUT, TIOBE3JIO MHE. ..
na v Tede, 3HAYWT, MOBe3y10. Buaumb i, Backka, s 3amMeHmia Tebs cBouM ciyroi. Terepb Hazajl
eMy XOIy HeT, a s ocTajach 6e3 nmomoiHuka. Ho Tl MHe HpaBuiibesi! JIOBKO OT BOPOHBI, TO €CTh OT
MEHsl, B JIECY YCKOJIb3HYI, OMIAAETh B 11a3 Mapdsl IOparuMoBHBI He CTPYCHII, TENepb BOT I'PO3bI
He cTpanmiibes. .. JIioomo xpadpenos! Xouers, s Tebs mpeMyapocTu cBoelt 00yuy? [ocmykuib y
MeHsl, 2 TOTOM M caM CTaHelllb KoigyHoMm! Byneis Tl Moryd, 6orat cka3o4HO ¥ HEOOJIMM Bparamu,
BCEX MX Thl B 0apaHuii por corHenb oqHUM Maxom! Bce TBOM xkeslaHusI CTaHyT UCTIONHATBCS OBICTpEH,
YyeM Thl MoxkeJath ycneeub. .. Hy uTo, cortacen, Bacbka?

BricTpee MomHMM MTpOMeNTbKHYI B BacbkHOI rosioBe cOOCTBEHHBIN 00pa3 B BUJIE KOTO-TO, KTO
MoryiiecTBeHHer [lamonnopa u Bonan-ge-Moprta BMecTe B3STHIX, KTO 3alIPOCTO CrudaeT B OapaHuii
por BepMy YIIbsIHY M KOTa-MaJIbUMKA. .. ¥ OH TaK CTApaTesIbHO 3aKMBAJ, UTO y HETro Aaxe mies 3a00-
aena:

— Cornacen! 4 cornacen!

— Hy, xonu Tak, — JOBOJIbHBIM T'OJIOCOM CKa3ajia YibsiHa, — HACTAJIO BpEMS IPUCTYIUTh K UCIIbI-
TaHUIO.

— K ucnieitanuio? — ynusuics Bacbka.

Bor T1e Ha, a OH-TO iyMaJ1, 4TO yueda MpsMO ceiiuac HauHeTCs U OH Oy/IeT CTapaThCsl U30 BCEX
CUJI ¥ TIPEB30MIET CBOMMH 3HAHUSAMHM yUHTeNlel CBOMX M TOBAPUINEH CBOMX, KaK BhIpa3uJyICs Obl CTa-
puK XOTTaOBI4. .. TJIABHOE, MOCKOPE MPEB30MTHU 3TY YKACHYIO YUMIIKY, YTOOBI paCIIPaBUTHCS C HEll!
A TyT, OKa3bIBaeTCs, elle KaKue-TO UCITBITAHUSA. . .

— KoneuHo, — kuBHYy/a BebMa YiibsiHa. — MHe HyeH He TIPOCTO Xpaopell OThsBJICHHBIN, a
TOT, KTO TOJIOBOM JlyMaTh YMeeT, Korja Hajo. Ho 3Haii: eciiu He BBIIEPKUIIb UCTIBITAHUS, 51 TeOs U3
JoMa BHIOPOIITY BO ABOP, MO JOK/1b, TPOM M MOJTHUH.

«Benuka 6enma! — MpicieHHO yeMexHyricsi Bacbka. — MOXHO MojgyMats, 51 IO 10K HUKOTAA
He nonazaai! B rpo3y miaBHOe — He IPATAThCS MOJL BBICOKOE JEPEBO U HE JIE3Th TYAQ, [JIE KEJIE30».

— Tepmu, ocTaBaiicss HEMOABMKEH, TOrA KT TeOs ynada, — nmpeaynpeania YibsHa. — Hy a
3aKpUYMIIb — KOHEell Tede.

Ee ¢urypa Bapyr 3aBuach KpyThIM YE€pPHBIM CMEpYEM — M OTKYAa HU BO3BMICH MOSIBUJICS
niepen Bacbkoit orpoMHbIii riec. XOTsI HET, 3TO ObLT BOJIK, TOTOMY UTO OBUT OH XY/ U Cep, I71a3a y Hero
CBEPKaJIU TOJIOAHBIM OJIECKOM, a M3 MACTH Karasa cTioHa. 3yObl y BOJIKa ObUIM OUeHb OCTpHIE: SICHO,
YTO OH TOTOB 3TUMHU 3y0aMU NepeMoJioTh BackbKy B Mesikuid (papiil, a MoTOM MPOIJIOTUTS !

Bacbka oTnipsiHy:1 M iprsKasicst K cteHe. BoJk moacTynui K HeMy M KJIalHy/I CBOUMH 3yOHIIIaMHu.
V Bacbku ipIxaHue OT yxkaca Clepiio, U, HABEpHOE, IMEHHO II0TOMY OH UM He 3a0paJl C nepenyry!

Ho 310 0okazanocs eme He camoe crpaniHoe. C royioBbl BojiKa BAPYT MoJe3/1a epCThb, IOTOM
Hayasia OTBAIMBATHLCS IIKYPa, BHITSAHYTAsl MOpIa c/enanack Oosee miockol — v Backka yBuaen, 4to
HUKAKOM 3TO HE BOJIK, a YEJIOBEK, XOTS U CTPAIITHO YPOJIUBBIN.

«O06opoTeHs!» — yxkacHyscsa Bacbka.

— HoraanuBbiii! — B3BBUT 0OOPOTEHb. YXMBUIBHYJICS, BIIPUIIYP IJIsIHYJT Ha Bacbky 37m00HBIMU
HACMEIIUTMBBIMHU T71a3aMH, KJIAIHY 3y0aMy BCe ellle MO-BOMYbH, IMOTOM KOITEM COApPAN CO INEKH
OLIMETOK IIEPCTH, KOTOpasi MOYEMY-TO €Ille He COlllIa, — U MPOTSHYJ K Bacbke kortucryio samy.
OnHaKO KOTITH C KaXAbIM MIHOBEHHEM Bce OOJIbIlle CTAHOBUJIMCH TIOXOKH HA YeJIOBeYeCKHe HOI'TH,
TAJTBIIBI BHITATUBAJIVICH, TOKPHITAsI IIIEPCTHIO JIara MpUHIMAJIa OUYepTaHUs JIAIOHHU. . .
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«Jla 310 Begp TO Ke camoe, YTO CO MHOM mpoucxoauso! — BcnomHuI Backka. — Tonbko
Hao6opot! Toraa s1 B KOTa mpeBpalnascs, a Ternepb BOJIK MpeBpamiaeTcs B yenoBeka! [JoBoiabHO nHTe-
PECHO. . .»

YpomnuBas (pusroHoMusi 0OOPOTHSI HEJIOBOJIBHO WCKA3WIach, OH CHOBA KJAIHYN 3y0amu,
3aKHMHYJI TOJIOBY, MTPOTSIKHO M 37I00HO B3BBUT — U MCU€e3, Kak OYATO ero v He ObUIO, a MOPOIUBINAS €0
ThbMa CHOBA PacIloj3/1ach IO MIESAM U yIJIaM.

Bacbka mepesen ayx. Ecim 310 ObUIO MepBOe UCMBITAHUE, TO OHO OKA3aJIoCh XOTh M OUEHb-
OYEHb CTpAIIHbIM, HO JOBOJILHO MHTEPECHBIM U JakKe, MOKHO CKa3aTh, NO3HABATEIbHBIM !

Brpyr ero B3 ciyvaitHo ynan Ha optpet Mapdut MOpariumoBHbl, 1 Bacbka yBuzen, 4to
MOJIOBMHKA PTa Ha TIOPTpeTe yIblOaeTcs, a 3ejieHbli a3 mooneckusaet. [Toxoxe, Mapdga Noparu-
MOBHa ObLJIa JOBOJIBHA, YTO OH MIPEOOJIeN MepBOe UCTIbITAHHUE.

NutepecHo, a mouemy? [Mouemy eii xouetcs, 4T00b Backka mores Kk BeibMe YIbsiHe B Y9eHUKU
1 ctai koingyHoM? Yk He motomy Jid, uto U Mapga MoparumMoBHa Medtaer, 4ToObl KTO-HUOY/Ib
VnbsiHy corrys B Oapanuii por?

Honymars Bacbka He ycrien: ThMa BHOBb BbIPBAJlach U3 CBOMX IIEJIEH U PUHYJIACh K HEMY Tak
CTPEMUTEJILHO, YTO OH BJIMII B CTEHY, CJIOBHO XOTeJ MPOJABUTh paccoXImecsi OpeBHa HACKBO3b. M BOT
13 3TOM TO 3bI0KOM, TO HAIMBAIOIIEHCS TUIOTHIO YEPHOM MIJIBI HAYa I BO3HUKATh, CMEHsIsI IPYT IpyTa,
durypa 3a purypoit, u kaxaas Obuia yxacHeu apyroi. Ha Baceky Tapammivch MycThie IJIa3HUIIbI
YeperoB, U3bEAEHHBIX THUIIBIO; K HEMY TSHYJIUCh OKOCTEHEJIbIE MaIbLIbl, KOTOPBIE BHICOBBIBAJIUCH U3
CEepbIX MbUIbHbIX PYKABOB KAKHUX-TO PSIC. ..

Bacbka Tpsices, HO Tepries1 1 MosTyall.

[Torom BIpyr siBUIIaCk pUrypa B 3aIVIECHEBEJIOM, TYTO 3alleJIEHaTOM CaBaHe U HauaJsla BbIITYThI-
BaThCsl U3 HETO, M3BMBASICh KaK 3Mesl. HakoHer| el ynaoch BRICBOOOOUTH OIHY PYKY, HO TO OKa3a-
Jlach He pyKa, a B caMoM jerie 3Mmest! benast 3Mest — oTBpaTutesbHO-0enast, TyCKJI0-0enas v BlakHas,
CJIOBHO CJIM3€Hb, MPUTAUBIIMICS TOJ TPYION KAaKOro-HUOYIb 3arljIeCHEBEJIOr0, BOHIOUETO TPSIIbs,
JaBHBIM-IaBHO OPOILIEHHOTO B CHIPOM YIIIy.

W3 ros10BBI 3Men-CIM3HS MOKA3aJIMCh He TO 3yObl, HE TO MAaJIbLIbl, U OHU HAYaJIM HE TO TPhI3Th,
HE TO pBaTh caBaH Ha rpyau. HakoHell TkaHb TpecHyJ1a — v Backka yBUz€, 4To Tam, B Ipyau (pUrypsl,
Ha MecTe ceplia KUIMUT U KJIyOUTCsl KaKas-To YepHO-cru30-0enas Kyva... Ho HeT, 31o ObUT KITyOOK
3MEUHBIX TeJl, TOHSJI OH Yepe3 MIHOBeHHe! A TKaHb Tpellaia, Tpelaia, Ablpa paclupsiach, BOT-
BOT JIOJIKHO OBIJIO OTKPBITHCS JIUIIO, U HEBO3MOXKHO OBUIO MPEACTaBUTH ceOe, KAKMM YKACHBIM OHO
okasercs!

Ho BOT caBan Ha ronoBe ¢urypsl HAKOHELl TPECHYJI, U JECATKU 3MeH pa3oM BBICYHYJIHCh B
00pa30BaBIIIyIOCS JIBIPY, 3aBEPTEIIH TOJIOBAMH, CJIOBHO O3UPAsICh, CJIOBHO MBITASICh TOHSATH, T1Ie HAXO0-
JATCS. .. U BAPYT YBUJIEJIU KPOIIEYHOTO KOTEHKA, 3aMEpILIErO y CTEHBI.

durypa MeJIeHHO HaKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY, BCE 3MEU pa3oM MOTSHY/INUCh K Bacbke — 11 OH He BblIEp-
Kadl.

Her, oH He 3akpuya 1 1axe He 3aMsyKaJ, TOTOMY YTO HM Kpr4aTh, HU MSIyKaTb ObUIO IIPOCTO
HEuYeM: BCe HYyTPO €r0 CJOBHO CHEKJIOCh OT CTpaxa — ropJio CCOXJIOCh, U rojioc B HeM ccoxcs. U Bee
e TO, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, ObLT HE CTPaX, a YTO-TO OOJBIINE CTpaxa. ..

Henagucts, BOT uT0 3710 ObLT0! J]a, Backka BHE3aITHO MPEUCIIONHUIICS CMEPTEIbHON HEHABUCTU
K BellbMe YIIbsiHE, KOTOpasl JIMIIWJIA €0 POIUTENEH, 1I0Ma, IPUBBIYHON JKU3HU, MIPEBpaTHiIa B KaJj-
KOTO KOTEHKa, Ja elle U 0e3KaJIOCTHO JTOHMMaJa STUMHU OTBPAaTUTEbHBIMU yxkacaMu. OH puHYJICS
BIIEpe/l — U BIEMUJICS 3y0aMu B OJTHY U3 3MEUHBIX TOJIOB!

B 1e Bpemena, xorma Bacbka ObLT MaJIBUMIIKOM, OH, HABEpHOE, yMep Obl MPU OJHON MBICIIH
O TOM, YTO MOXET CXBaTUTh 3MEI0 3a TOJIOBY, Ja emle 3ybamu. Ho ceiivyac, crienaBiumch KOTOM, OH
OTKYJA-TO 3HaJI, YTO HAJO MOCTYNHUTh UMEHHO TaK U CTHCHYTh 3yObl KaKk MOJKHO Kpemnue. Bacbka Tak
Y C/IeNall... ¥ B TO K€ MTHOBEHHE pa3/ajicsl Y)KacHbIA, MCIIOMHEHHbI 001 BU3T !
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Bacbka c10BHO OBl OIJIOX M OCJIETI OT STOTO BHU3ra, a MOTOM YTO-TO BUEMTHIJIOCH MY B 3arPUBOK
C TaKOM CHJIOH, YTO YEJTIOCTH €ro pa3kajich U 3MEHMHAsl FOJIOBA BBHICKOJIB3HYJIA U3 HUX.

B crienytoriee MrHOBeHVe OH OOHApPY KU ceOsl B PyKe Y BElIbMbI YIIbsTHBI, KOTOpast cJ1ado0 MocTa-
HBIBAJIa, IOTUpasi APYror pyKou ILel0, U ¢ HEHAaBUCThIO cMOTpesa Ha Bachky:

— AX THI aKOCTh kuBYyYast! §1 TeOs Tak ¥ STaK, a THI. ..

BHe3arHo oHa MOKavYHyJIach U 4yTh He BRIPOHWIIA BackKy, ¢ Tako# CHJIONM BHOBb YIApHJI IPOM,
Y JJOXK]Ib, KOTOPBIi JIO STOTO JIUIIb MOCTYKUBAJI 10 KPHIIIIE, XJIBIHYJI HEYACPKUMO.

Tawm, rae okHa ObUIM 3aKOJIOYEHBI JOCKaMU, HAYaJIO TIOITEKAaTh; C TIOTOJIKA 3aKariaio.

I'psiHyn HOBBII packar rpomal

ViibsiHa BBICKOUWJIA B CEHM, YyTh MPHOTBOPUJIA BEPbh HAa KPBUIBIIO U OBICTPO MPOrOBOPUIIA,
eXHUJIHO s Ha BachKy, 6€CIIOMOIITHO BUCSIIIETO B €€ pyKe:

— Xortena Obl, OX Kak Xotesa Obl 51 TeOe IIel0 CBEepHYTh, A3, Ha Oeny, cama s TeOs1 yOuTh He
mory. OfHako BApyT na rposa nomoxet? Te, kTo B Bora BepyeT, roBopsT: B rpo3y-Jie YepTH 3a KOIIeK
npsiayTest, a bs-npopok, KOTOPBIA BCEeX YepTeil HOPOBUT U3BECTH, ObET B HUX MOJIHUAMU Oe3 Tpo-
Maxa. [ToroMy B rpo3y 3HalOIIHe JIIOAWM KOTUHOE TIeMs1 BOH U3 U30bI BRIOpackBaioT. [locMoTpiM ke,
KakoB Thl ynauHuk ! Ko cyxkeHo Tebe BRIKUTh — BRDKUBEIIb, HY a HA HET U cy/a Her!

Brinanue Bce 3T0 OHUM QyXOM, YibsiHa C pa3maxy IIBBIpHYJIa BacbKy BO JBOp, a MOTOM C
IPOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHY/IA MIESICTYIO IBEPb.

Bacbka yroaui B cepejiHy OrpOMHOM I'PSI3HOM JTyKU, KOTOPasl yKe yCIena pa3iuThCsi IOCpeu
aBopa. Psnom Bckunamy my3slpu: JOK/Ib XJIECTal HEMUJIOCEPAHO, & TPOMbI I MOJIHMM Y€PEI0BAIIHChH
C YCTpAIIAIOIINM YIIOPCTBOM, IPUYEM OTHEHHbIE CTPEJTbl BTHIKAIKCH B 3MITIO TIPAKTUYECKU PSIIOM
C JIyKeu.

Jla 4to x oH BbITBOpsieT, 3TOoT Wnbs-npopok?! Yepr 3a kowkon npsuercsa?! Hamen toxe
KOIIKY!

[Ipu ouepenHOIi BCIbIIIKE MOJTHUM Backka 3aMeTHIT HETIoIaieKy, B 3apociiieM 3a0pOIIeHHOM
oropojie, Kakoe-T1o ctpoeHre. OHO Kazanoch emie 0onee KOCOOOKUM M HeB3pauyHbIM, YeM JOMMIIIKO
Mapdst MOpariMoBHBI, OTHAKO BCE ke 3TO ObUIM KaKue-HUKAaKNe CTeHbl, KaKas-HUKaKas Kpbima!

Bacbka kuHyJCSI B Oropoji, HeMe/IJIeHHO YrO[MB B JKYHIJIM M3 KPAIlMBBbI, TIOJIBIHU, JIeOeIbl 1
KaKHX-TO JIPyTHX COPHSIKOB, KOTOPHIM OH HE Be/laJl Ha3BaHMUSI.

W BOT HaKkoOHeI[ UCXJIECTaHHBIN TpaBoW Backka MpoBOPHO B300pasicst Ha MOKOCUBILIEECS KPbl-
JIEYKO ¥ MPUXKAJICs BCEM TeJIoM K aBepu. OHa TpOMKO, MPOTSKHO CKpUMHYJIA — U Backka BBamiICs
B KaKoe-TO MOMEIeHUEe, TTAXHYIIee 3aIyCTeHHEM U CHIPOCTHIO.

Bokpyr napuia TeMHOTa, OOHAKO TEMHOTa Bacbke ¢ HEKOTOpBIX NOpP CTajla He noMmexa. Benp
BCE KOIIKM HUKTAJIOIBI, TO €CTh MOTYT OJUHAKOBO XOPOIIO BUIETh U AHEM U HOublo. [Iprodpern 3to
ymenue u Bacbka Tumodees, v, moxoxe, Ha CErOAHSIIHMI JIEHb 3TO ObLJIO €JUHCTBEHHOE OJaro,
KOTOpOE MPHUHECTIO €My CITyYMBIIIEeCs C HUM IpeBpaieHue !

YecTHO, OH BIOJTHE o0oI1Iesicst Obl Oe3 9TOro OJ1ara, TOJIBKO Obl YIAaI0Ch BEPHYTHCS JIOMOW!

W HakoHell XOTh Yero-HuOy/b MOECTb. ..

Haripumep, TyIIeHHOro ¢ KapTOIIKOW Msica WM Mapy-TPOEYKY KYPHHBIX KOTJIET C PHUCOM.
OOBIKHOBEHHAsI BapeHasi KypHIla M3 CyIla ¢ BEpMHUIIEbIO TOXKe Tpoluia Obl Ha ypa.

OT TaKkKX MBICJIeH eCTh 3aX0TeJI0Ch ellle CHIIbHEl — 1axe B Jpokb Opocuiio! OHAKO ero TpsICio
HE TOJIBKO OT roJIofia, HO M OT Xosoia. OH COBEpIIEHHO BBIMOK — & BBITEPETHCS-TO ObLIIO HEUEM.

[NocnenoBate MpuMepy KOTa-MaJIbuMKa M HavyaTh BhUIM3bIBAaThCSl Backbka maxe He coOupaics.
OH uyBCTBOBaJI ce0s1 YEJTOBEKOM U XOTEJI HOPMAILHO, TIO-UEJIOBEUYECKH BHITEPETHCS MOIOTEHIIEM !

W Bapyr oH cooOpasul, 4To 3a CTpaHHbIN c1aObIi 3amax apuT B 3Toi capaioike. [laxio Hepe-
30BbIMHM BEHUKaMU !
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W Bripsimpb — BO3JIE TBUTHHOM, JaBHBIM-/IaBHO OCTHIBILICH KAMEHKHU' ¥ B caMOM JieJie Oblia HaBa-
JIeHa TpyJa CTapbIX-TIPECTapbiX Oepe30BbIX BEHUKOB.

3HAuUT, 9TO HE MPOCTO CAPAIoIIKa, a cTapast 3adporeHHas 6aHs... A BIPYT KTO-HUOYIb U3 ee
MIPEKHUX MMOCEeTUTENEH 3a0bLT 3/IECh CBOE TIOJIOTCHUUKO?

Bacbka oOmrapuit Bee: 3ariisiHy/ B CTapble pacCOXINMecs JepEeBSIHHbIE BeIpa, MPOTUCHYIICS Iake
3a OOJIBIIYIO KAJIKy, CTOSIBIIYIO MO/l CTEHOW M IOYEMY-TO MOJTHYIO BOIbI, HO HAYETrO He HalleJl.

Ocrasyiach HeHcCAeJOBAaHHOM TOJIBKO Ky4ya Oepe30BhIX BEHUKOB BO3JI€ KAMEHKH.

OH nof1o1Ies ¥ OCTOPOKHO TOIIEBEITUIT JIAMKOUN OMMKANIINT BeHUK. TOT BBICOX TaK, UTO JIUCThS
MOCBHINIAJIUCH PhIkel TpyXol U Bacbka pacumxaics.

[Nouyaunock eMy — UM B CaMOM JieJie YTO-TO MPOITYPIIAIO TaM, 32 BEeHUKaMH, B yriry? Heboch
MPUTAUBILASICS MBIIIKA Pa3MBIIUISET, B KAKYI0 CTOPOHY KMHYThCSI HAYTEeK, YTOOBI CIIACTUCH OT KOIIla-
YbUX 3yOOB. ..

Harpacno ona Tpsicercst! Bacbka-uenoBek Mbliei He 60siicsi, a Bacbka-KOT cOBEpIIEHHO He
paccMaTpuBal X B KQUeCTBE MUIIIH.

Eme He xBaraso Bcsikylo ragocth ecth! [la ere u chipyio!

— He Ooiics1, Mbllka, s1 TeOst He TpoHY! — OYPKHYJI OH M PELIMTENbHO TMose3 ObUIO B TYILY
BEHMKOB, KaK BJIPYT YCIBIIIAN, YTO TaM KTO-TO PE3KO U TSIKEJIO JIBIIIUT, CIOBHO CTapasich CAEPKATh
Y CKPBITh ceOsl, HO 3TO eMy TUIOXO YAaeTcsl.

370 onpeeseHHO Oblla He MBIIIKA.

Mosxer, kpbica? Kpbic Bacbka Tumoees Toxke He Oosiicsi, HO 310 Korjaa osuto! Torna oH Mor
KaKyl0 YTOJHO KPBICY MIMHKOM OTOTHAaTh, & celyac Kakas YrofHO Kpbica €ro 3alpocTo HAromnoiam
MePEeKyCHT. ...

Bacbka monstuicsi, oqHaKo ObLIO MO3IHO!

Paznanock yxkacHoe xpareHre, XOX0T, BOM M CBUCT, TAKHE TPOMKHE, UYTo Bacbka 4yTh He OIJIOX,
a TIOTOM CTapble BEHWKU Pa3JIETeNMCh B Pa3Hble CTOPOHbI, U3 HUX YTO-TO BBICKOYMIIO, CXBATHIIO
BacbKky 3a 3arpuBOK, IOTHSUIIO B BO3/IYX, C CHJION pa3MaxHyJIOCh UM — U IIBBIPHYJIO B CTEHY.

Bacbka nepHysics BceM TeloM, MBITasiCh 3aMEJIMTh CBOW TOJIET WM XOTs1 Obl M3MEHHTH €ro
TPAEKTOPHIO, YTOOBI HE pa3OUTHCSI BCMSTKY.

dokyc ygancs, HOTOMY YTO OH HE BJIMIT B CTEHY, a TOJIbKO CJIETKa 3a/ielT €€, a IOTOM. ..

[ToTOM OH C TPOMKHUM IUIECKOM CBAIWJICA B KaJIKY, MOJHYIO BOJBI, 1 KAMHEM TOIIEN KO JHY!
Kak 6ynTo copBaicsi ¢ BBIIIKY B OacceiiH!

He nanee kak 1Ba Mecsilia Ha3ajl, HE3aI0JTO 10 OKOHYaHUs yuebHoro roaa, Bacummit Tumo-
(eeB yuacTBOBaII B palfOHHBIX COPEBHOBAHUSX CPEIH IECTUKJIACCHUKOB TI0 TUIABAHUIO U IAKe 3aHSUT
MpU30BOE TpeThe MecTo. Ceituac ObLIO MOKpyUYe COPEBHOBAHUM — HAJ0 OBUIO KM3Hb Cracath!

Ha Bcsikmii cityyaii OH HBIpHYJI M 3aTaliicsl Ha JHE. BApyr 3TOT, KOTOpbIN MIBHIPHYT Bacbky B
BOJY, TOXXE TUTIOXHETCSI B 00UKY M HaYHET ero TonuTh? Torna nmpuaeTcs Hanagarh MepBbIM. . .

OpnHako B 60UKy HUKTO He rumoxasics. [lopa BbIOMpaThcst Ha TOBEPXHOCTh, TeM OoJiee YTo BO3-
AyXa 0CTaJIOCh HE MHOTO.

Bacbka BBIHBIPHYII, JOTUIBUT (TIpaBa He CIUIIKOM CTHJIBHO, a Tak cede, JOBOJIBHO HEYKJTIOKE
noarpedas moj ceds JankamMu) 10 OOPTUKA STOrO CTPAHHOTO OacceiiHa, B CMBICIIE JI0 Kpast O0UKH, H,
3aleTIMBIIUCH KOTTSIMH, BHIOpAJICs Ha HEro.

Hakoner Bacbka CIIpbITHYJI Ha TIOJI, OTPSXHYJICS, TOTPSIC TOJMOBOM — M BHE3AITHO YCIIBIIIAT
PAI0M HAATPECHYTHIN, CKPUITYUMI U LIETIEJISIBbIA TOJIOCHUILIKO:

— Tak a1 ¥ 3Ha/1, YTO HUKAKOU ThI HE KOT!

Bacbka mpukasicsi CMHOM K KaJike, YT0ObI 3allIMTUTh ThUTbI, 3aTPaBJIEHHO OIJISIENICS — U Ollla-
JIeJIO TIOMOTAJI TOJIOBOM, HE B CHJIaX TIOBEPUTH I71a3aM.

! Kamenka — nieuka B lepeBeHCKOI GaHe, CIOKeHHas W3 KamHeit. Ha 3Ty packalleHHyIo TedKy ILICILyT BOJLY, UT00bI IOJIATh Mapy.
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[Nepen HUM cTOST OOpOCIIHIA TIOTyCeI0M OOPOIOH YesIOBEK, 10 TOTO MaJIeHbKUH, CYXOHBKUH 1
HeCypas3HbId, UTO XOTEJIOCh HA3BaTh €r0 «UYeJIOBEUKOM» MJIM BOBCE «UEJIOBEUHUIIIKOM», & OOpOLYy ero
— «OOpOIKON» UM BOBCE «OOPOAEHKOI». BblT OH 4y Th CropOiieH, KpuBOOOK, KPUBOHOT', OOC ¥ TIOUTH
TOJI, €CJIM HE CUUTATh HEKOTOPOTO KOMMYECTBA TOKYXJIBIX yOOBBIX M OEPE30BBIX JIMCTHEB, KOTOPHIE,
HaBepHOE, OTBAIUJIMICh OT BEHUKOB M CJIOBHO ObI MPWJIMIUIN K €ro Tely, 00pa3ys Momo0ue OISk Ibl.
3ato Ha ero rojoBy Oblia HaxJioOydeHa OoJbIlasi yIIaHKa — cepast OT BpeMeHH, TbUIM U TUIECeHH,
C JUIMHHBIMU OOTPENaHHBIMU 3aBS3KaMU, KOTOpble 0OpPa30BBIBAIM HA MAKYIIKE JIETKOMBICJICHHbIN
OaHTHK.

Hesnakomerr OblT HACTOJIBKO HEKA3UCT M HEB3pAyeH, YTO TPYIHO ObLIO MOBEPUTH, OYATO ITO
MMEHHO OH HeJIaBHO W3aBaJl TIOCBUCT, BIOJHE J0OCTOMHBIN CooBbs-pa3doitHuka, OaMXxMaHTheBa
ChIHA.

— Huxkako#t Tel He KOT! — TIOBTOPHJI YeJIOBEUEK CBOMM CKPHUITYYMM U IIETIEISIBBIM TOJIOCHIII-
KOM. — 3paK KpyIJIblid, BKPYT OYel PEeCHHILIbI TOpYAaT, HBIPATH Ja TUIaBaTh yMeellb... KoT Hemenis
KO JIHY Tio1es Obl, B Takylo r1yOb kanyB! Yenosek Toi! Ho KTO ke TeOs Tak u3ypour, O0Ie3HbIN?
Kotopas u3 HaieHckux Beibm?

COBO «HM3ypOUMTh» — COBEPIIEHHO HEMOHSTHOE, KOHEYHO! — BAPYr caMbiM OOJI€3HEHHBIM
00pa3oM HarOMHWJIO Backke O IIKONBHBIX YPOKaxX, MOMAcTh HA KOTOpbIE OH CMOXET KOraa-HUOyIb
elle WM HEeT — COBEPIIEHHO HEBEIOMO.

CTpaHHO, KOHEYHO, YCTPOEH YeJloBeK. .. Panbine Backka mosb3oBasicst Obl 1I000N BO3MOKHO-
CTBIO U30aBUTHCS OT ITHX CAMBIX YPOKOB, a CEYac BAPYT OCO3HAJI, YTO 3TO HEOTheMJIEMast 4acTh €ro
MIpeXHEeH, YeJ0BEYEeCKOM KI3HU, KOTOPYIO OH BCIO — CO BCEM TUIOXUM M XOPOIIIMM, HEBHIHOCHMBIM U
OTJIMYHBIM, — BCIo moTepsiy1! Y 310 ocozHanue cosepiiieHHO npuimodio Baceky. Crano, Tak ckas3arh,
COJIOMHMHKOM, KOTOpasi CIoMajia CIIMHY BepOioia, MoceJHel Karulel, eperoHMBIIeH Jally cTpa-
JAHWUM. .. U BCE, YTO HAKOIMJIOCh B €r0 JYIIe B 3TOT yKACHBIN, Y)KaCHEUIIUH JIeHb BAPYT MPOIUIOCH
clIe3aMH.

Koneuno, Bacbke ciryuyasioch miakath 1 B ObUIbIE, YEIOBEYECKUE IHH, OH 3HAJ BKYC CJIe3, HO
TOT/1a TH CJIe3bI ObUTH TaK ceOe — MaJIOCObHBIE KaKHe-TO, a celuac CTali MMEHHO TOPHKMMU U JIAkKe,
MO’HO CKa3aTb, FOPIOYMMHU !

Bacbka 4yTh He 3axJIeOHYJICS CIIE3UINAMH, KaK BIPYT MOYYBCTBOBA IPUKOCHOBEHUE YETO-TO
MSATOHBKOTO K CBOEMY JIMILY, TO €CTh K MOP/IOYKE CBOEH, — MATOHBKOTO, HO TAKOTO IMBUILHOTO, YTO
OH pacumxa’scs.

OTKpbLT IM1a3a — U yBUAEI, YTO OOJIETUICHHBIH JINCThSIMU YEJIOBEUEK IMBITAETCS] BHITEPETh My
CJIE3bl KAKOW-TO YPE3BBIYAIHO BETXOM TPANMLIEH.

— Jla 6ynet Tede, KOTUIIKO-000pOTEeHb! — JTACKOBO MPOrOBOPIII YesioBeuek. — He Ooricst MeHs !
Sl K TOJNBKO TakK... Myraio Ajs nopsiaka. Panblie ciryx0y CBOIO UCIIPaBHO HEC: TOJIBKO COOEPHCH KTO
T0CJie TIOMYHOUYH B OaHbKE MOEM MOMapUTLCS — 51 €0 BMUT 3amapio 10 cMepTu. Vm, ckaxeMm, exenu
HAYHET KTO CJIOBaMH HEMOTPEOHBIMU KPBITh — TOKE XKUBOW OT MeHs He yiiaeT. Jla yx, naBan s cebe
BOJTIOIIKY B Oblbie BpeMeHa! UToObl 3aJ00pUTh MEHS, JIIOAM OCTaBJISIIM MHE KPAIOIIKY PiKaHOTO,
I'yCTO TMPHUCOJIEHHOTO XJieOI1a, 0OOMBUIOK Jla BETOIIKY. BOT, — yenoBeuek momaxai TpsinuLel, — Bee,
YTO OCTAJOCh MHE OT TeX He3allaMsTHBIX BpPEMEH, KOrja Joay OaHHUKA TOYUTAIU, OOSJINCh, YBa-
xasu!

— Koro-koro nounranu? — Bce ele BCXJIMIbIBasi, Cpocui Bacbka.

— Jla mMeHs1, KOro *xe ele, — Moxan Ijiedamu vejoeuek. — Heyxkto He mpusHai, KOTUIITKO?
banHuK 51 31eHUIA.

— Bbanmuk? — pacrepsiHHO nepecnpocui1 Bacbka.

— banHuK, riyneiil THl 000pOTEHB! — paccepaniicsl YyesoBevek. — XO35MH MeCTHbIA. BoT 310
BCE — MO€ BJIaJICHHE, — OH OOBEJI CYXOHBKOUM PYKOU HeKa3ucToe cTpoeHue. — KoHeuHo, He Oor BeCTh
YTO MO0 CPABHEHWIO C TOW M30OM, UTO Y MEHs paHbllle OblIa, — JIa pa3Be MOT 51 C PbDKEH BeAbMOM
Mapdymuikoii cnaauts!.. He no cunam MHe 3TO oKa3aioch!
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— C xakoii BeapMori Mapgymkoii? — yausuics Bacbka. — 51 3Ha10 TONBKO BeapbMy YIIbsIHY.

— VibsiHa, pa3pasu ee rpoM HeOeCHBIN, HbIHE )KUBET U 3PaBCTBYET, a BeapbMa Mapdyiika Bep-
II1J1a CBOM YEPHBIE JIeIa JIeT MOJTOpacTa Ha3a 1, — MOsICHIIT OaHHHK. — A TTOTOM, TIOCJIe JOJITUX MyYe-
HUM, ipecTaBuiIack. [ToMepra, crano ObITh.

— D10 Mapda NoparnmoBna — Benpma Mapdyiika, uto gu? — norajgancst Baceka.

— OHa camas1, — KuBHYJ1 OaHHUK. — [lepBeiimnas BegpMa Oblia 1o Beell okpyre! Yero Toibko He
BBITBOpsiIa! BriBasto, mpuaer 6ada yTpoM KOpOBY HOIOUTD, a Y TOW BBIMSI ITyCTOE, HU KaIljId MOJIOKA
He Boieauib. A noueMy? [Toromy uro Map@y1ika pelkell KOIIKOW HOUbI0 CKUHETCS, B KOPOBHUK
3a0epeTcsi, K BBIMEHH MPUCOCETCS J1a BCE MOJIOYKO JO TOCTEIHEeH KareslbKu W BhleauT. M mo
UCTOH 37100€ TIepeBsIKET BBIMSI CBOMM PbIKMM BOJIOCKOM — M KOPOBa JIOUTHLCS BOBCe NepecTtaHeT. Eie
oHa OOJIBITIION MacTepullel OblIa 3aJIOMBI Ha MOJIAAX Jearh. CIIbIXas, 94To Takoe 3aJ10M?

Bacbka momorasn royoBoii.

— 3aJ10M 3JI0MaTh — 3TO BEpHEUIIUI CrIOcO0 ypoxkail 3aryOuTh Ha KOPHIO, TPUBECTU KPECThsIH-
CKOE XO3SICTBO B MOJTHOE COKPYILIEHHE, — CIOBOOXOTJIMBO HAaval OOBSCHATh OAaHHUK.

Cyns 1o BceMy, OH JIaBHBIM-/IABHO HU C KEM HE pa3roBapvBall M TENepb PaIoBAJICS CIIydalo
XOTh C KAKUM-TO CJTyYaiiHO 3a0peiiM KOTOM-000pOTHEM MOOOIIAThCS:

— Brriiger, ObiBajio, BeJjbMa B 10JIe Ha BeYEpHEH 3ape — U HaYHET KOJIOChSI B y3JIbI CBS3BIBATb.
U TBOpHT OHA cHe JMxoe JIeNo Onaromapst CBoel KOIOBCKOH CUJIe ¢ TaKOW OBICTPOTOM, UTO 3a HOYb
yCIIeeT J1Ba, & TO ¥ TPH MOJIs UCTIOraHUTh. OT 3aJ10Ma KOJIOChSl MUTOM THHIOT. [IpreT X035uH yTpom
ypOXKaii cobupaThb, a TOT HAMIOJIOBUHY MOTyOJieH. A CKOJIbKO Hapoay oHa ucnoptuwia! Komy xomyT
HaJIeHeT, Ha KOTo MOopYy HaBeJIET, KOTO CIJIa3UT, a TO U TOMPOCTY HAMTAKOCTUT: CKaXeM, CIIUT YeJio-
BEK C Pa3UHYTHIM PTOM — Tak MapdyIika 3aroBopoM 3Mel0 MPUMAHUT U B POT €My 3aIyCTUT. 3Mes
CBEpHETCs Y HETO B JKENy/Ke /1a ¥ )KMBET TaM noxuBaer. CTpaaibily 1 HEBJOMEK, YTO 32 XBOPb Ha
HEro Harasa, OTYero ero u TOIIHUT, U MyTUT, ¥ XKU3Hb HE MIJIA. .. A YK MEHSI-TO OHA KaK 3JI0[eCKH
uzypoumal

BaHHMK TsIKeno B3JOXHYJ M TaK COKPYILIEHHO 3aKayasl TOJIOBOM, YTO IIAIKa CIOJ3/1a eMy Ha
raza. [loka oH ee MOMpaBJislyl, B TOPOIUIMBOM PaccKas3e ero BO3HHKIA Tay3a, B KOTOpylo Bacbka
HEMe/IJIEHHO BCTPSLT C BOMPOCOM:

— Yt0 Takoe «u3ypounTh»? U 3TOT... «<XOMYT HafeTh» ?

— Jla TO Xe, 4TO UCHIOPTUTh, XBOPb HABECTU MJIM HEB3TOy KaKyI0 COKPYIIMTEIbHYIO, — ITOCIe-
AoBaJl OTBET. — TeOs1, BUIIIb Thl, HEBOJILHBIM OOOPOTHEM ClieJiaia.

— HeBonbHbIM 060pOTHEM? — TpoOopMoTai Backka.

— Hy na! Hemrro eI o cBoe# Bojie KOTOM 0OepHYJIcs ?!

Bacbka ToJIbKO B31OXHYJI:

— Kakoe tam. ..

— To-To 1 OHO, — MIOHATIIMBO KUBHYJ OaHHUK. — Exxenmn KTo caM 0OOpPOTHEM CTaHOBUTCS, OH
BECEJIUTCS /1a payeTcsl, a Thl MHE, BUIIIb, CJIE3aMU BCIO OAHBKY 3aJIHJI. S M caM CKOJIbKO PO CJie3,
korza Mapdyiika MeHs ciofa onpejenunal..

— A BBI paHbllie B Apyro 6aHe odurtanu? — cnpocuit Bacbka.

He 10 4TOOBI €10 3TO OUEeHB YK BOJHOBAJIO, HO KAK-TO HEJIOBKO CTAJIO HE CIIPOCUTh. DTOT OaH-
HUK TaK €My COUyBCTBYET — 3JIeMEHTApHAsI BEKJIMBOCTh TPEOYET MPOSBUTH XOTSI ObI HEOOJIBIIION NHTE-
pec k ero mpooiemam!

— PanpIie? — ropeko ycMexHyscsi OaHHUK. — Thl UTO K, AyMaelllb, 51 STAKOW HEYMCTOU CHIION
u ponwics? Her! Panbinie, Opat Thl MOM, OBUT U 51 YEJIOBEKOM, /12 HE MPOCTHIM — OBLT s1 3HAMEHUTHIM
3HaxapeMm! Jleuwn smofeit TpaBaMu U TIOOPHIMU 3aroBOpamMu. A IJIaBHOE — C BEIbMOM MMPOTHBOOOP-
CTBOBaJI. YTO OHa MCHAKOCTUT — s NpUy U nomnpasiio. Ha Beskoe MapgykrHO 3/101€1CTBO HaX0-
AUJIOCh Y MeHs jo0poaeicTtBo. Hy 1, cam nmoHuMaeris, oHa MeHsI BO3HEHaBu IeIa — 1a U u3Besa. Yro
camoe 0OOMIHOEe — MOMM COOCTBEHHBIM 3aroBOpPOM M3BeJa!
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— 9710 Kak? — cripocui Backka — Terieph OTHIONb HE U3 BEXKJIUBOCTH, a C UICKPSHHUM JIIOOOITBIT-
CTBOM.

— Jla Tak, — B310XHYJ1 OaHHUK YHBUIO. — Ha TTpoKJIOB JieHb, IBaAIIATOrO, CTAIO OBITh, HOSIOPSZ,
3HaXapy U3BEKY MPOKJIMHAIOT CKPHIBAIOIIYIOCS B MOA3EMHBIX HEJpaxX HEUHCTh JIYKaBYIO — YTOOBI HE
BBIXO/IMJIA OHA M3 CBOMX HOP, YTOOBI HE MyTWJIA XU3Hb YEJOBEUYECKYl0. A TaKoe HauBaKHeEHIlee
3aKJIATHE TOJIBKO TOTZA JIEMCTBEHHO, KOrJa OHO 0e3 OMIMOKHU MPOM3HECEHO, TPOMKO M 4YeTKo. s
3TOr0 HYKHO, YTOOBI 3HaXapb ObLT pa3yMOM KPEIOK U CBETEN M YTOOBI Y HETO BCe 3yObl ObLIH 1IEIbL.
W Bot Ha IIpokJioB ieHb, paHO TIOYTPY, €llle 3aTeMHO, MOAHSIACh OHA Ha ['a/Ti0vbio TOPKY, YTO Ha
ceBep OT HaIIIero ceJa, TUTIoHYJIA Ha BCe YeThIpe CTOPOHBI, BCTAJIA 10 BETPY M MOJIBUJIA 3JI0€ CJIOBO. A
s B TOT Yac U3 IOMY BBIIIIEJT, YTOOBI HEUMCTh 3aKrHaTh. Hy 1 BHoxHy:1 MapgyIKIHO BEIbMOBCKOE
CJIOBO BMECTE C BETPOM. ...

Buaumo, 6aHHUK yCTall ¢ HEMMPUBBIYKY TaK MHOTO TOBOPHUTD, & MOXKET OBITh, ITeYaIbHbIE BOC-
MOMHUHAHHUS €0 CITUIIKOM PACCTPOUIIM, TIOTOMY UTO TOJIOC €ro chesajcs eie Oonee HaITPECHYThIM,
OH 3aKallUIsJICs U, IPEepBaB paccKas, MOIIe K KajKe C BOJOM.

VxBaruiics 3a Kpai, MOATSHYJICS, HAKJIOHWIICS, HaYaJl MUTh, Ja BAPYT ero notsiHyso BHu3! OH
MIepEeBECHIICS], CMEIITHO JIpbirasi HOTaMH, Ja TaK W KaHyJ Obl B KaJIKy, Korna Obl Bacbka He Brenmics
nepeJHUMHU JIAKaMH B €ro OOChIE MSTKY U HE TTOTSHYJI.

BaHHMK BCTasl HAa HOTU — C HETO Py4YbeM JIUJIO!

— Ckorbko pa3 Tede roBopeHo, Ky3bmud, — ckaszall cepuTo, moctydaB ceOs 1o Joy, — He e
HAaraJKou® — MoATONKHeT YepT Jionarkoi! Tak u Bemuio. A tebe cracnu6o, 6par! — odpaTuiics oH K
Bacbke mpouyBcTBOBaHHO. — Ellle He XBaTano — OaHHUKY B COOCTBeHHOW OaHe yTOHYTh! Crac Thl
MeHs. S Tebe moOpom 3a 100po oTIUIavy, naxke He comHeBarics. Hy, Oymem, 4To i, 3HAKOMBIMU J1a
Ipy3bsiMu’?

N npotsanyn Bacbke MaJIEHbKYIO CMOPILIEHHYIO MOKPYIO JIQJIOIIKY:

— Ky3pMuuom MeHst pesk/ie 3Bajiv, TIOKy/a 3HaXapeM Ja 4eoBeKoM Obul. Tak 1 30Bu!

— Bacebka, — npencraBuiicst TOT U OAAJ MPABYIO JIATIKY.

Bannuk Ky3pMu4 0CTOpPOKHO MOTPSIC €€, 2 TOTOM BCTPSIXHYJICSI BCEM TEJIOM — M CHOBA CIeJIaJiCs
cyxuM. ToJbKO M3-TIO] IIANKK CaMYI0 YyTOUKY TOATEKAO.

— Bb1 OBl 1Ianky CHsUIM 1a OTXkaju, — IOCOBeTOBa Backka.

— Henbza! — Ky3pMud 3HaunTe1I5HO TIOAHSUT asienl. — Kakoit Oanuuk 6e3 manku? [1o3op Hesa-
ObIBaeMbIl, BcesleHCKMi! OTATh jke MOsI IarKa He MpOoCcTas: OHa MHE HEBUIUMOCThH MPHIACT.

— Kakas xe 310 HeBugumoctb?! — uzymusics Bacbka. — 51 Bac OTJIMUHO BUKY.

— A 7o Kak xe! Tenepb MEHs YBUIIETh MOTYT TOJIBKO KOTBI, OOOPOTHH, BEJbMBI J]a TaKUE ke
HEUYMCTHUKH, KaK $1, a YeJIOBEK PSIOM MPOKIET — M He 3aMeTUT. BoOaBoK s B CBOEH MIaNKe KOPEHb
JSITAJISL HOIILY.

— Haruna? A 3to yto takoe? U 3aueM ero KopeHb B HIAIIKe HOCUTh?

— JlArumb — pacTeHue NpUuaOpOKHOE, 2 KOPEHb €ro B IIAIKe HaZ0 HOCUTb, YTOObI JIIOH JIIOOWJIH.

— Hy u kak? — octopoxHo cripocus Bacbka. — [Tomoraet?

— Jla He o4YeHb YTOOBI OUeHb, — TSKENIO B3JOXHYJ OaHHUK. — A TIO TpaBJie CKa3aTh, U BOBCE HE
niomoraeT. JIioau K MeHs1 He BUAAT — KaK MOTYT ITOJTIOOUTH ?

«Jlaxe ecu ObI yBUJEIH, HE MOMIOOWIN ObI!» — COYYBCTBEHHO TIoyMas Bachka.

KoneuHo, nepBoe BrieuatieHue OAaHHUK TMPOU3BOAMI. .. HE Jydlee, mpsMo ckaxem! OgHako
cam Bacbka yske mpuriisiiesicsi K HOBOMY 3HAaKOMITY, TIPUBBIK K €r0 BeCbMa CBOE0OPa3HON BHEIITHOCTH,
a TJIaBHOE — TOT TaKKMe MHTEPECHbIE BEIM PAacCKa3bIBaJl, YTO 3a0bIBAJIOCH U O COOCTBEHHBIX HecUa-
CTBSIX, U JIaXe O TOJIofie.

2o crapoMy ctrtio — 20 HosIOpsi, a 10 HOBOMY JIeHb CBATOTO MydeHHKa [Ipokia ormevaercst 3 nekadpsi.

3 Haniaikoii — TO eCTh HaKJIOHUBILINCH Yyepes Kpaid Befipa, KacTPIoiu WM OOYKH (cmapu. ).
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— Hy a nanpime? — nerepnenuso cripocus Bacbka. — [lanbie-to uro ciayunsocs? Ilocne Toro
KaK Bbl BEJbMUHCKOE CJIOBO BIOXHY/ M Ha [TpokioB neHb?

— Huuero xoporiiero He CIy4mioch, — YHBUIO OTBETHI OaHHUK. — Hemeist 3yOnl y MeHst 3a00-
JIeM ¥ MyTh KaKasi-TO B TOJIOBY B3omuia. [lomesn st BIosb IepeBHU U TBEPXKY 3aKJISTHE TPOTUB HEUH-
ctu. TOJNBKO MpH KaXJOM CJIOBE 3yObl Y MEHsI KavyaloTcs, a WHbIe W BHINagaloT Bosce. VI 6Gopmouy
s 4yIIb KaKkylo-TO... MHe HaJ0o TPOMKO cKa3aTh: «[Ipok/nHai HednucTh 3oBpeaHyo! M3biam, cuia
371as1, HE MYTH KpeIleHblil MUp, He MOPOYb JOOPBIX JIIoAEH ! » A 51 BHINAAAIOIIMME 3y0aMu JaBJIOCh 1
6opmouy: «BiarocynoBsiio HEYUCTh 3M0BpeaHy0! SIBUCDH, cra 371ast, MyTH KpEIeHbI MUP, MOPOYb
JOOPBIX JTIoaei ! »

— Huuero ce6e! — Tak 1 axuyn Bacbka. — Bce HaoO0poT!

— To-T0 1 0HO, — BCXJIMNHYJT OaHHUK. — Bce HA0OOPOT BHIMOJIBUJL, /12 IIETIENSIBO, KOPSIBO, Oe3-
3y00... TyT e 3TUM HelpaBUIIbHBIM 3arOBOPOM MeHsI B 1yry corayJ1o. Hy a cBstoit myuenuk [Tpok,
MMEHEM KOero MpOKJIATHE MTPOM3HOCUTCSI, KOHEUHO, OCepyall JIITO U KPUKHYI ¢ HeOec: «Komu Tak,
3Haxapb Ky3pMU4, KOJIM IPU3BIBACIIb Thl HA 3€MJII0 HEUMCTh JIyKaBYIo, OBITh TeOEe OT BeKa MO BEKY
Tako# xe HeuncThio! CTynail B OMMKHIO OaHIO Ja HEeCH TaM OaHHYIO CITYXOy, Mokyaa TeOs KTo-
HUOY/Ib TAHBIM 3arOBOPOM He oTynTaeT!» KpHUKHYII OH TAKOBBI CJIOBA — M HEMEIJIsI TOJIHSJICS CTpalll-
HBI BUXPb, 3aKPYTUJIO MEHS, MOTAIUIIO KyJa-TO — Hy M IIPUBOJIOKJIO ciofia. BikHel-To GaHbKa
BeabMbl Mapdymiku okaszanace! Kypam Ha cmex! Xorena oHa TOJBKO MHE MAaKOCTh MOACTPOUTSH, a
BBIIIIJIO, YTO 3a0/THO U cama cebe HarakocTriia. C Tex mop e xo B OaHIo ObL 3aKphIT. 51 6 ee HacMepTh
3amapuii BO BCSIKOM Tapy, XOTb B IIEPBOM, XOTh B YeTBEPTOM!

— Ja, croxHbIe y Bac TyT OTHOILIEHUsI, — MpoOopMoTa Bacbka — 1 cam cebs elie pacciblmal,
TaK IPOMKO 3a0ypyajio BIPYT B KUBOTE.

— WI3BuHUTE, — CMYIIIEHHO CKa3aJl OH. — DTO MpocTo oT ronofa. [Tonnmaere, 51 ke He COBCEM
KOT, MbIIIIEN €CTh HE MOTY ...

— AXx ke g yyguine 6e3mo3rioe! — BOCKJIMKHYT OaHHUK Ky3pmud, nuienHyB ceOs JiaIonIKOn
10 J10y, OHAKO YTOIWJI TIO IIarKe, U3 KOTOPOU B3BIJICS MaJIeHbKHI MBUIBHBIN cMepY. — Y MeHS ke
TOCTb, a s1 PO yrolieHne no3adsun!

Bacbkka HaBOCTpWIT YIIIM M HEBOJILHO OONMHM3HYJICA. XO35IMH OaHW TeM BpEMEHEM HCYe3 Cpeu
CBOMX BEHMKOB, TOIIYPIIAJ TaM — M BBIHBIPHYJI, BOJIOYA 32 COOOM MaJICHbKYIO KOP3MHKY, KOTOPYIO
C TOPXKECTBOM TOCTaBUJI Niepen Bacbkoid:

— Bort! Emb ckosbko Brieser!

Bacbka ¢ mpeBesIMKUM SHTY3Ma3MOM CYHYJICS ObUIO B KOP3UHKY — U C TAKMM K€ TPEBETMKIM
pa3ovapoBaHUEM OTBEPHYJICS, YBUIEB TOPKY YEPHBIX, 3aCOXIIHNX A0 COCTOSIHUS MOJIHON OKaMeHeo-
CTH KYCKOB XJieOa, MOCHITIAaHHBIX TaM M CSIM TaKOH K& OKaMEHEJIO CONbI0, KOe-T/e Jake CPOCIIencs
KPUCTAJUIAMU.

— Cnacu60, KOHEUHO, — TPOOOPMOTaIT OH TieyasibHO. — Ho...

W ymornk, npu3agyMaBIIMCh, Kak Obl TOBEXKIMBEH TOHeCTH A0 Ky3pMu4a MbICTIb, UTO yTOICHUE
ero HeChe/I00HO.

MosxeT, coBpaTh, 4TO Y HEro Toxe MpodieMbl ¢ 3ydamu?..

OpnHako B 9T0O BpeMsi OaHHUK caM 3aryIsHYJ B CBOIO KOP3UHKY — M BBITApAIIWJI I71a3a.

— Yro 3a HanacTh? — MpoOOPMOTAIT pacTepsiHHO. — £l 5 rocts yroimato, roctsi! Chpimmre, xXjaeo
na coiib?! Bbl momiro nepes rocteM B TAKOM BUJIE MTOKa3bIBaeTeCh? !

X11e6 J1a cofb, Kak ¥ CJIeJOBAJIO OKUAATH, MOTYAIIH.

BanHMK mogyman-rnogymal, a moToM BAPYT CHOBA NUIEHHYI ceds 1o JI0y, TO eCTh IO IIarlke,
CHOBA TIO/IHSIB MAJICHbKUI TIbLIbHBIA BUXPb.

— To1, Baceka, cam BUHOBAT, YTO €14 HEChEJOOHA, — CKa3asl OH JEJIOBUTO.

«Koneuno, — nomgyman Bacbka, — KOHEUHO, s BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO HE IPUIIIEN CI0Ia CTO WU
BOOOILIE CTO MATHIECAT JIET HA3a/1, KOIa 3TOT XJieO ObLI ellle CBEXUM ! »
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— ThI e Ko MHe B TOCTU He norpocusicst! — nponomkan Kyssmuu. — Brieten B 1Bepb 6e3 ciioBa
MPUBETIIUBOTO, a HAaZ0 ObLIO CKa3aTh: «XO03AMHYIIKO-OaHHYIKO! ITyctu rocreBath-HOUEeBaTh!» U
Toraa ObuT OBl TeOe TYT M CTOJ, U JIOM, Ja emie 51 Obl TeOsT OT BCSIKOTO Jinxa odeperas. 3Haellb, Kak-
TO pa3 MpuOpesT KO MHE HOUBIO OIMH YeJIOBEK, CKa3all BCe CJI0BA HYKHBIE U CMaTh JIeT BOT Ha TOM
JaBKe. A 3a HUM Jiemmid THasics. [TonOexan k Moelt JBepH, Hy U TOBOPUT KaK HEUMCTUK HEUMCTHKY:
«[yctn MeHs1, GaHHUK, XOUy s 9TOTO YesIoBeKa JI0 CMepTH 3aMyuHTh!» A s roBopio: «Her, nemmi,
He MyI1y s TeOs ¥ 3aMy4HTh YeJIOBeKa He JaM, TIOTOMY YTO OH Y MEHS npocucsi!»

— W 9ro? — ¢ mobonbITcTBOM cripocui Backbka.

— Ha uto x? — noxay1 GaHHMK XyIeHbKMMHM TUleurKamu. — [Ipocnasn yenoBek BCIO HOYb CIO-
KOWHO U yIIeN IMyTeM-A0poron. MoXeT cTaThes, JeMMi ero MOTOM HACTUTHYJI, OHAKO 3TO ykKe He
B Oanbke ObUT0! Tak 4yTo, OpaT THI MO, KO XOYEIlb SICTB ¥ MUThSI MOETO OTBEJATh, BHIAAN-KA 32
IBEpPb, MOCTYYH TPH pas3a v MOMPOCKCH MO-JIIOACKH.

— Xm! — He 6e3 upoHun (bIpKHYI Backka, 0lHAKO CIIOPHUTH HE CTaJl, a MOCTYITHO BHIKATHIICS
3a TIOPOJKEK.

I'po3a, okasbiBaetcs, AaBHO yTuxJja. TemHble oOaka ele 3aBojlakuBaid He0o, HO JIy4H 3aXO0-
ASIIEro COMHIIA JIeJIajii X He CTPAIIHBIMU, a MIOYTH KPACHUBBIMHU.

Backka onacnmBo mokocuiicsi B cTopoHy H30ymku Mapdsl MOparuMoBHBI, WHAaYe TOBOPS
Be/IbMbl Map(yIku, U yKe PUrOTOBUJICS TIOCTYYaTh TPHIK/IBI M POU3HECTH HYXKHBIE CJIOBA, YTOObI
HAIIPOCUTHCS B TOCTH K OAHHUKY, KaK BAPYT YBUAEN, UTO U3 TPYyOBI BEIbMUHON N30bI BHIPBAJICS KIIYO
YEepHOTO, MPOHU3AHHOTO UCKPaMH JpIMa, OoJiee TIOXOKEero He Ha OOBIYHBIN MEYHOM JIbIM, a Ha Ty
YXKacHYIO TbMY, B KOTOpPYIO 00JieKaach YJbsiHa.

TbMma B3BHJIACH OBLIO K HeOecaMm, OHAKO, CJIOBHO CIIOXBAaTHBIINCH, OITYCTHIIACH M HavYasa cTe-
JIMThCS HaJ| U30YIIKOM, TBOPOM M AaXe MOTSHYJIACh K OTOPOLY.

«OnHa MeH4d uier!» — noHsu1 Baceka.

Menuth OBUIO HEJIb3s1.

— XozsuHymko-6anHymko! ITyctu rocteBaTh-HOUEBaTh! — MUCKHYJ OH M, TPHKIBI TIOCTYYaB,
YIAPUIICS] BCEM TEJIOM O JIBE€Pb, YTOOBI OKA3aThCsl B YKPBITHU KaK MOKHO CKOpEH.

JIBepb pacnaxHysack, 1 B HOC Bacbke ynapui yMOnoMpauuTeIbHbIA, HU C YeM He CPaBHUMbIT
3aIax TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIEYEHHOTO, CBEXAMIIIEro xJieoa!

OpnHako cTpax okaszaicsi cujbHee rosjoga: Bacbka oOepHYJICS U MPUHKK K JBEPHOH IIEJIKe,
MIBITASICHh PA3IJISAETD, YeTea YibsiHa WM BCe ellle peeT Hall OrOpoIOM B ITOUCKAaX CBOEH JKEPTBHI.

— Yero tam? — ynuBIICS OaHHUK.

[TpoBOPHO MOACKOYMII K ABEPU, OTOAABUHYJI ApOKaIero BacbKy, BRICYHYJICS — U TOTYAC OTHPSI-
HYJI CO CIIOBaMU:

— VnbsHka Hag oropogom peet! Uimet koro-to. Yk He TeOst u?

Bacbka ucnyranHo kuBHyJ. U ToTyac cnoxBatuics: «3aueM s 310 caenan? Ceidyac OH MeHs
BBIKMHET BOH. 3a4eM eMy CBSI3bIBATHCS, OH U TaK OT BE/IbM HATepIecs, MyCTh U He OT YJIbsIHBI, a OT
Mapdst MOpariMoBHBI, HO Kakasi pa3HUIla, BelbMa €CTh Be/lbMa!»

OpnHako Ciydminoch HeokHugaHHOe. BaHHMK CMeno BbIIIET Ha KPbUIBLIO, MPUKPHIB 32 COOOM
JBEpPb, ¥ BBI3BIBAIOIIE KPUKHYIL:

— Yero Tebe BO37Ie Moel OaHbKM HAJO, BeabMa YibsaHa? CaMa 3Haelb — Tede cloa XOmy HeT,
3TO MOM BJIaJIeHHs !

— Ckaxu, Ky3pMuu, — oto3Banach YibsiHa, — HEe BUAEN JIM Tl 3/1eCh KOTUIIKY? CepeHbKOro
TaKOr0, KeJITOrIa30ro?

— Huxkoro He Bugan, — OypkHys OaHHUK. — S OT rpo3bl IpATAJICS, BO JBOP HE BBITJISIIBIBAIL.

— Hy, Toraa 3Haii: aToT KoTumika — Moil. OH MHe HyxeH! Haiinems — xoporio, Torga MHe
yKa’elllb, TJie OH. A KOJIM CTaHelllb eMy MIOMOTraTh — CMOTPH, Xyo Oyrner!
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— Mue? — ycmexHnysics 6anauk Kysemud. — Mue — xyno? [a kyma yx xyxke-To, a? Xyxe, yeM
TBOSI CBEKPOBb MHE TOJICYI00MIIa, yke He OyleT, MOTOMY 4TO ObITh He MOXeT. Tak 4To He myrai,
Vabsuka! Cama uIM CBOEro KOTHIIIKY IJie XOuelllb, a KO MHe He Jie3b. [lonsia m?

W oH 3axJI0MTHY JBEpb C TAKOW CHJION, YTO JPOXKb COTPSICIIa BETXOE CTPOSHHE.

Bacpbka ¢ 6e3Haie’kHBIM BUIOM CHJIEN TIOCpen OaHbKU.

— He yHbIBaii! — yXMbITbHYJICS OaHHUK. — YJIbsiHA XOTh Y TIPEBEJIMKAs BE/IbMa, a BCe ke He CeMU
nsiael Bo J0y. Jla el v B ToJIoBY He B30OpeeT, 4To Mbl ¢ TOOOM Apy:x0y cBesn. OHa cama 4YTo C YUCTOM
CWJIOH, UTO C HEUYMCTOM Ha HOXAaxX, HY U JyMaeT, YTO CPeIy HaIlUX KaXIblii-BCAKUI TOTOB APYroMy
ropJio Teperpbi3Th. AH HeT! $1 OT BebM CTOJILKO MpeTepIiest, 4To OueHb paj Oyay, ecid XOTh OfIHY
U3 HUX B Iypax ocraBmo. KoHeuHo, kaObl s Mor MapdyIike MakocTh KaKylo-HUOYIb TOICTPOUTD,
ObLI0 OBl BOOOIIE pacuyecHO, HO /1a JIAJHO, U YJIbsiHKA corzeT. [ToaToMy elnb /1a Tieid — U HU O YeM
HE TPEBOKbCSI.

U, Buns, uyto Backka Bce elnie peObIBacT B pacTepsHHOCTH, BAPYT MOKJIOHUJICS MY B IMOSIC U
HAaIeBHBIM TOJIOCOM YMHJIBHO TTPOTOBOPUI:

— MuJjiocti IpocuM, rocTh IOPOTOM, K HallleMy CTONy [la Harlei ckarepke. Yem Oorartsl, Tem
1 pajpi!

[Motom Ky3pMud ykaza Ha epeBepHYTYIO IIalKy, Ha KOTOPO# OblIa PACKMHYTA yXKe 3HAKOMast
Bacbke BeToIKa, a Ha Hell JIe)KaJTl JIOMTH BOCXUTUTENILHOTO, JBIIIAIIEr0 CBEXKECTHIO PIKAHOTO XJ1e0a
U cepedprIach ropka COJIH.

CoBeplleHHO HEBO3MOKHO OBUIO TOHSTh, OTKYJA BCE 3TO B3sUloch! Bachka MOMHMI Henpu-
[JISIIHbIE KaMEHHbBIe CYXapUKHU, KOTOpPbIE MPEUIOKIIT eMy OaHHHMK HeIaBHO... HeykTo 3To OHM Tak
YyJeCHO MOCBEKeM TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO OH, Bacbka, Tereps rocth OanHuka?! Bripouewm, gaxe eciau
TaK, 3TO BCETO JIUIIIb MaJias MAJIOCTh U3 TEX UyAeC W MPUKIIOUSHHIA, B KOTOPbIe CETOIHS BAPYT, BHE-
3aItHO, HEOKUAAHHO pyxHYJ Backka Tumodees. U ecnu oH miepesxust coOCTBEHHOE TTpeBpalleHre B
KOTa, Pa3iyKy C POIHBIMU, OETCTBO OT BOPOHBI, OOIIIEHHE C TOBOPSIIIMM OIHOIJIA3bIM MOPTPETOM, Te
WCIIBITAHUSI, KOTOPBIM TMOJBEprajia ero BejibMa YIbsiHa, CKAYKU TOJI MOJTHUSAMU, 3HAKOMCTBO C OaH-
HUKOM — TO Y TIpeBpaIlieHre cyxapei B MATKHIA XJIeOyIIeK ToXe Kak-HUOY/Ib IEPEeKMBET. .. BEpHEe,
MepesKyerT.

Nwmenno stum Backka 1 3aHMMAaJICs B MPOAOIKEHKE CIIEAYIONero nomydaca. A 6aHHUK Ky3b-
MUY CHJIeT Ha Ky4e CTapbhIX BEHUKOB M CMOTpEJ Ha HerO C TAKUM YMUJICHUEM U TOPAOCTHIO, CJIOBHO
MIPUHUMAJT HEBECTh KaKyI0 BaXKHYIO IEPCOHY U YTOIIA €€ HeBECTh KAKMMU POCKOIITHBIMU SICTBAMH !

XoTs, cKkazarh 10 Mpajie, HIIero BKyCHee 3Toro 6aHHoro xjebda Bacbka B KU3HU He e!

%k % %k

Hu TumodeeBy-cTapiiieMy, HA %eHe ero B Ty HOUb He criajioch. OHHM JIeKasIu B TOCTENN B CBOEH
KOMHATe U TPUCTYIIMBAJIMCH K ITyMY, KOTOPBII YCTPOWJ UX ChIH 3a cTeHoH. I1len yxe nqBeHaanarhlii
yac, a Bacbka Bce BO3WICS U BO3WJICA. DTO ObUIO Ha HEr0 COBEPIIEHHO HE MOXO0Xe: OOBIYHO OH B
JecsITh Beuepa yke CIiall, 3aTO OYTPY MPOCHIAJICS B MOJIOBUHE cebMoro. Ho cerogHs 4to-1o HUKaK
HE MOT' yTOMOHUTbCH.

Co3naBanoch BrievyatieHue, OyaTo ChIH UI'PAeT B MsIY: IIBBIPSIET €r0 TO B MOTOJOK, TO B CTEHBI,
TO ObET UM 00 MOJ. YIaphl B TIOJI BBIXOIMIIM OCOOEHHO TsikeNbIMU. Ellle yIMBUTEIbHO, YTO HUXKHUE
COCE/IM /IO CHIX MOp He MPHIIUTN CKaHJaTTh! HaBepHoe, ¢ Ja4HOro yyacTka He BEpHYJIHC.

KoneuHo, camoe ripoctoe 610 ObI TOCMOTPETH, UTO JejiaeT Bacbka, a TOTOM MPOCTO 3arHaTh
ero B rnoctenb. B moboit npyroit Beuep Tumodeess Tak Ol 1 octymi. Ho cerogHs onu noyemy-
TO HE MOIJIU 3aCTaBUTh CeOsl TOWUTH K ChIHY.

Vimu oBnafen KakoW-TO COBEPIIEHHO HEOOBSCHUMBIN cTpax. IIOHATHO, YTO yKacHO TJIyIo
ponuTensM 0oAThCSI COOCTBEHHOTO peOeHKa, omHako Mama Backku TrmodeeBa HUYEro He MorJa ¢
STHUM YyBCTBOM IIO/IENIATb.
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— He nofimy, 4T0 C HUIM POUCXOIMT, — HAKOHEI] IIpolernTaia oHa. — Ha KyxHe s1 uyTh B 0OMO-
POK He yraJa, Korja yBuzena, Kak OH eCT IpsIMO CO CTojia. Beuepom He cMoria 3aCTaBUTh €ro Movu-
CTUTB 3yOBbl. A KOI/Ia HAIOMHIJIA TIPO JYIII, OH TOJIBKO (PBIPKHYI U PUHYJICS U3 BaHHOU O6erom. [Tmox-
HYJICSI B TIOCTEJIb U IPUTHX. S Mymana, oH 3acCHYJI, a TYT TaKOe Ha4asoch. ..

Oma 3a1pokasia 1 cKajach Moji OfIesJIOM B UCITyTaHHBIA KOMOK.

TumoceeB-crapimmii [UBY JaBajics, OYEMY STOT 3araJOYHBIN CTpax jKeHbI MEepeaascs emy.
B toMm, uto Bacbka HaCBHHSUMII Ha KyXHE U HE 3aXOTeJl MBIThCS Mepe]l CHOM, He ObUIO, KOHEYHO,
HHUYEro XOpOIIero, HO ¥ HUYero 0COOSHHO IJIOX0ro Toxe He Obuto. Hy mpumer aymn yTpom, Kakue
po0JIeMBl, a B TO, UYTO OH BBUTM3BIBAI cTON, TUMO(deeB, eciii 4ecTHO, He CTUIIKOM roBepril. Ckopee
BCErO0, JKEHE 3TO MOMEPEININIOCh, a MOXET, IPOCTO mpeyBearnuuBaeT. OpHako OyHCTBO B KOMHATE
CbIHA MPEKPATUTh TIOPA, STO TOYHO!

Oren nogHsICs ¢ moctenu. [TorpedoBaock caenars Haj COOOM YCUIIME, YTOOBI IIPOrHATH Olle-
TMIEHSTIONIYIO JKYTh, KOTOPasi BIPYT TaK ¥ BIENIJIACH B HETO, KOTIa OH KOCHYJICS OOCHIMU HOT'aMH TIOJIA.
[Nouynunock, 6ynTO BCTA HE HA MIPUSATHO MPOXJIAIHBIA MAPKET, a Ha ChIPYIO XOIOAHYIO 3€MJIIO, U MO
HOTamMH Bpojie Obl 1ae YTO-TO YaBKHYJIO, KaK ObIBAET, KOl HACTYIAEIIb B I'PSI3b.

TumoeeB 03a1aueHHO HAKJIOHWIICS U BCMOTPEJICS B TIOJL.

EpyHza, KOHEYHO, MapKeT U MapKeT, YeMy Obl TaM YaBKaTh?!

OH XOTeJ HallT! TaroYKH, OIHAKO OHH, KaK 3TO OOBIYHO CIYYaeTCsl ¢ JOMAIIHUMHU TAllOUYKaMH,
3aJIeTeNv JaJIeKo IO/l KpoBaTh, 1 TuModeeB-cTapIivii rmomies1 00CUKOM, CTapaTesIbHO yoexaas ceds,
YTO MOPO3, KOTOPBIA MPOOEraeT y Hero Mo Koxe, — 3T0 CaMblil OOBIYHBIN HOYHOW 03HOO, a HE IPOKb
HEOOBSCHUMOTO CTpaxa.

U Bot BacbknHa KOMHata, U3-3a IBepY KOTOPOH MO-TIPEKHEMY JOHOCSITCSI CTPAHHBIE Yaphl TO
B TIOJI, TO B TIOTOJIOK, TO B CTEHBI.

TumodpeeB-CcTapinii pelMTeNbHO PBaHyJl ABEPb.

I'po3a, HarpsiHyBIIAsE TION Beuep, JaBHO KOHYMIIAch. Berep pasorHan Tyuu. B okHO cBeTmiia
JIyHa, U OTEIl CMOT' OTVIMYHO PA3IJIs/IETh ChIHA, OIETOTO B IMMKAMY.

Her, Bacbka He urpan B Msid. OH Npbiraji Ha CTeHbl, HOCHJICS TIO TIOTOJIKY, & TIOTOM YBECHCTO
MIPU3EMJISIICS Ha 1TOJT M HAUMHAJI KaTaThCsl IO HEMY, TO CBOPAUYMBAsICh KITyOKOM, TO BBITMOAs CIIHY.

370 HeonUcyeMoe 3peuiIe 3acTaBuio TUModeeBa-CTapIiero OTIpsHyTh B KOPUIOP U B yKace
32KMYPHUTHCS.

ToTuyac Bce CTHXJIO, U KOTZIa OH PEIIWICS MPUOTKPHITh I71a3a U CHOBA 3aIVISIHYTh B KOMHATY,
OH OOHApYXWJI, YTO ChIH CTOHT, IIOYECHIBASICh, 1 HACMEIIUIMBO CMOTPUT HA OTIIA HAIJIO ONEeCTSIIMMU
XKEJITHIMU TJIa3aMHU.

[oToMm, Tax e HarjIo yXMbUTbHYBIIKCh, OH TOIIIEJ K OCTENN ¥ IPBITHYJT HA Hee, CBEPHYBIIKChH
KJIyOKOM TIOBEpX ofiesiya.

— Bacbka... Backka. .. — omenoMaeHHO mpoOOpPMOTaT OTell, OJHAKO B OTBET YCIIBIIIAN TOJIBKO
POBHOE 1 CIIOKOMHOE JIbIXaHHe, KaKkoe ObIBACT Y CIIAIIEro YeoBeKa.

TumoceeB MoTpsIC TOIOBOI, He IOHUMASs, TO Ji Backka MpUTBOpsieTCs, TO JIM BCE YBUAECHHOE
eMy MOMEPEIIUIIOCh.

[Ipote u criokoiiHee ObUIO CYMTATh UMEHHO TaK, OCKOJIBKY MHA4€ BHIXOMJIO HEUTO, BOBCE HU
C 4eM He coodpasHoe!

VBepuB ce0s, UTO TPOCTO MEPErpesicsi CEroAHs, UTO M3-3a IPO3bl HAYAIMCh TAKUE CKAYKH J1aB-
JIeHW 1, KOTOpbIE TIOMYTHIIM €70 pa3yM, ¥ BOOOIIE HeJlb3s1 padoTaTh B BHIXOIHbIE, a HAJO JaBaTh cede
TMIOJTHOLIEHHBIH OT/BIX, TrMOdeeB-cTapImii OTCTYIIHII B KOPUIOP, MOIJIOTHEN MPUKPBIB JBEph Back-
KMHOW KOMHATHI, — ¥ TYT €My CHOBA BHE3AITHO IMOMEPEIUIOCh, OYATO OH CTYIAeT M0 YeMY-TO MOK-
pOoMYy, IPSI3BHOMY, YaBKAIOIIEMY.

OH HarHyJICs1, TIBITAsICh YTO-HUOYAb PA3IIsAETh B CJ1a0OM JIyHHOM JIyde, NMaIA0IeM U3 JBEpH
CMIAJIbHU, — U OHEMEJT, YBUZEB, UYTO HOTH €r0 IO IUKOJIOTKY YTONaloT B 3eMiie. CTpEeMHUTENTbHO BHITTPSI-
MUJICS], PEIIMB, YTO KPOBb MTPUJIMJIA K TOJIOBE, BOT U MOYYAMUIOCh HEBECTh UTO, — OIHAKO OOHAPYKIJ,
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YTO CTOHUT HE B KOPUAOPE COOCTBEHHOM KBAPTHPHI, & HA KAKOM-TO CTPAHHOM TI0JI€, TOKPHITOM XOJI-
MUKaMH Pa3HOU BBICOTHI U YTHIKAHHOM CJIOMAHHBIMU JIEPEBBSMU. . .

To ecTh 3TO B MIEPBYI0 MUHYTY €My TaK MOKa3aJI0Ch, OAHAKO TIOUTH Cpasy IJia3a MPHUBHIKIHA K
TeMHOTe ¥ TruModeeB MOHsLT, UTO 3TO HUKAKKEe He JePEBbsl, a IEPEBSIHHbIE KPECTHI.

Kpectbl, KOTOpBIE CTaBAT HA MOTHJIAX. DTH XOJIMHUKH U €CTh MOTFLIBI !

To ecTh OH CTOWT MOCPea KJIAJAOUIIA, BIOOABOK MPSIMO Ha KaKOK-TO MOTWIe, U 0OChie HOTU
€ro 1O IUKOJIOTKY yTOMAOT B HEMPUATHO MAaXHYIIEH rpsi3u!

Uynuiiock, HAUYEro 0ojiee YHBIJIOTO, YeM 3PeJUIIe 3TOro 3a0pOIeHHOTro KJIaaouIla ¢ pacKuc-
I1eH 1oCie HeIaBHETO JOXK/IsI 3eMJIeH, OTUTBIBIIMMH MOTHJIAMH U TIOKOCHBIIMMUCS KPECTaMH, OCBe-
IIIEHHBIMU TIOJTHOM JIYHOH, U BOOOPa3UTh HEBO3MOKHO. TuModeeBy ObLJIO 1O M3HEMOXKEHHUsT TOCK-
JIMBO, HO CTpaxa OH TMOYEMY-TO He 4yBCTBOBaI. OH MHUMOJIETHO YAMBUJICS STOMY U TIOPAJOBAJICS
COOCTBEHHOM XpaOpOCTH, OIHAKO TOTYAC MOHSIT, YTO PAJOBAJICS MPEKAEBPEMEHHO. . .

3a CrMHOM MOCIBIIATIOCH KAKOe-TO IBMkeHue. Mopo30oM Ipoipasio Koxky Ha criuHe, Tumodeen
PE3KO 0OEpHYJICS — M OKA3aJICS JIUIIOM K JIMILY C BBICOKOM JKEHIIMHON B YEPHOM.

—3T0 TOJIbKO HAYaJIO, — MPOrOBOPHIIA HE3HAKOMKA, 1517151 B M1a3a TrMoeeBy Tak PUCTAIIBHO,
YTO eMy MO0Ka3aJI0Ch, OYTO TOT B3IJIsI] MPOHUKAET B €ro0 MO3I U MPOU3BOAUT TaM HeKoe OOJIe3HEH-
HOE paspylmTesbHoe JeiictBue. — Jlanbine xyxe Oyaer. Tol y MEHs Tak HaMydaellbCsl, YTO CBETa
6enoro He B3BuauMIIb! I, [lerp! — kpukHYyIa oHa BApYT, U, XOTs TrModeeBa-crapiiero B camoM
nene 3Banu [leTpoM, eMy TIOKa3aioCh, YTO TA CTPaHHAS KEHIMHA OKJIUKAET He ero.

W B camom Jiernte. .. B caMoM Jesie OTKYJa-To u3jaeKa JoHeccsi croH. [Toxoxe ObUIO, UTO KTO-
TO TIBITAETCS OTBETUTh, HO HE MOXET MTPOPBATHCS CKBO3b COH, BEUHBIN COH.

OnuH U3 KpecToB — Kak pa3 TOT, HAIIPOTUB KOTOporo crosn TumodeeB! — BAPYT OpOrHYI
Y HaKpeHWICs ellle CujibHee. ByKBbI, TaBHBIM-IABHO BBIPE3aHHBIC Ha IMEPeKJIJWHE, 3aTeKIue U
noOJieTHEeBIITNe, BHE3AIMHO BCIIBIXHYJIM KPACHBIM TUIAMEHEM, U B 9TOT KpaTkuid Mur TumodeeB ycrien
npouects ums: [IETPD.

Ila-na, IMEHHO Tak, C TBePIbIM 3HAKOM, KaK IMUCAIA B CTApUHY!

IToTom cBeueHne OyKB IOMEPKJIO, U JKEHIIMHA CKa3aia emy:

— A Teniepn Bo3Bpamaiics u xau. Ckopo s TeOs1 onsATh cioia npuBeny. Korma on u3 MOTUIBI
BBIJIET, Mbl BMECTO HETO TyJa COMIeIIb!

[Nocne 3TUX CIIOB HE3HAKOMKA PyXHYJa Ha3eMb, PACIION3JIACh KJIOUbSIMUA YEPHOTO JbIMa M
ucyesna, a TumodeeB-crapimii OOHapyXuJl ceOsi CTOSIIIUM B KOPUIOPEe COOCTBEHHON KBapTUPBL.

Ero kauasio, HOrv OIKANTMBAJIHCh.

B nanuke misiHy1 Ha HUX. Horw kak HOTH, HU cJieja MOTWJILHOM I'PsI3U HA HUX !

bpen, gy, typmas, MOpok!

[MpuBamuBIMch Kk creHe, TUModeeB-cTapiuil ocMaTpuBajICs, MOHUMAsl, YTO CTaJl KEPTBOU
yX)acHoro KommMapa. HaBepHoe, 1 BIpsiMb paciiajniioch AaBjieHre. 3aBTpa HaJl0 00s3aTeIbHO CXO-
IWTh B TIOJIUKJIMHUKY. A ceiiyac MocKoped B MOCTeb, Jiedb U YCHYTh, 3a0bITh O TOM, UTO IOMepe-
HIWJIOCH !

OH oTKJIeWsICS OT CTeHBI, CAeIal 1iar, Apyroi — u 3amep. [Ipu KaxaoM 1mare eMy CIIBIIaIoch
MEpP3KOe YaBKaHbe CHIPOW 3eMJIM U TUXUH eXUIHBII CMEIIOK, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HAOMUHAI: «$1 3/1€Ch,
sl He OTCTaHy OT Teds. .. ¥ 9TO Tebe He MepeluTcs — 9To npasjal»

%k % %k

Houn Bacrka TumodeeB mpoBet CBEpHYBIIHCH KJTyOOUKOM B TOM ke caMou Tpye Oepe30BbIX
BEHUKOB, IJie 0OBIYHO criajl OaHHWK. Ha ceii pa3 ObiBIIMiA 3Haxaph Ky3bMUY yCTYIUII TOCTIO OOXKHUTOE
MECTEUKO, a CaM MPUTYJIUJICS PSIJIOM C JaBHBIM-JIABHO BBICTBIBIIIE KAMEHKOM.

Hukakux cHOB 0 npexHel, 4eoBeYeCKOi, KU3HU WK O Mame ¢ naroit Backka, K cuacTbio, He
BUJIEJ, HE TO OT HUX MOXHO OBUTO OBl ¢ yMa coiTi. BooOi1ie, kak HU CTpaHHO, IPOCHYBIIUChH, OH HE
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XBAaTaJICSI 3a TOJIOBY STUMH CBOUMH YKACHBIMH KOITIAYbUMHU JIATIAMH, HE PhIIAJI TOPbKUMHU CIIe3aMU —
BCTAJI MIOYTH CTIOKOMHBIM ¥ TOTOBBIM K JICHCTBUSIM 0 COOCTBEHHOMY CITACCHUIO.

Bo3HMK OfvH TUIaH. . . TIpaBaa, BeCbhMa COMHHTENIBHBINA. DTOT IJIAH HYKHO OBLIO C KEM-TO 00Cy-
IWTh, HO BOT Oefia: 0OCyIUTh ero HU C KeM, KpoMme OaHHUWKa, Bacbka He Mor, a ObIBIIMIA 3HaXapb
Ky3bmuu ero HamepeHusi Hi 3a 4To Obl He OOOPHIL.

U Bce ke nornsiTaTbes ciea0Bano!

UroOsl HaOpaThcs pemmMocTd, Backka A Hadyajga HBIPHYIT B Ty K€ KaaKy, B KOTOPYIO
ObLT BUEpa Tak OecriepeMOHHO 3a0pOIlieH, XOPOIIEHPKO MCKYIIAJICS, BbUIE3, BCTPAXHYJICS, KOe-Kak
o0Tepcsl BETOIIKOM, KOTOpasi B UX ¢ OAHHUKOM HEMYIPEHOM OOMXOJe CIIyXKWa W IMOJIOTeHIEM, U
CKaTepKOMH, MOTOM CheJl KYCOK TO-TIPekKHEeMY BOJIIEOHO CBEKErO — CIIOBHO TOJIBKO UTO U3 YaCTHOM
niekapHu! — x1e6a, 3anriT BOJAOH 1 IPUTOTOBUJICS HAUMHATD HeJIETKUi pasroBop. O Hako OaHHUK ero
orepeiI.

— Caymaii, Opat Thl MOH, — CKa3aJl OH 3alyMYHBO, — s TYT KOe-4TO Hagymall... 5 Beib He Bce
CBOM OBUIbIE 3HAXAPCKUE TTPEMYAPOCTH TI03a0bLI 32 TE TOJIbl, YTO B HEUMCTUKAX MTpeObIBa. V1 Houbio
KOE-YTO BCIIOMHWJIOCK. .. MOXeT ObITh, yaacTcs TeOs1 0OpaTHO B uesioBeKa MpeBpaTUTh! TONBKO Th
JOJDKEH MHE TOYHO, TOUHEXOHBKO 00CKa3aTh, Kak 0OepHYJICS KOTOM. UTO MMEHHO ¢ TOOOW BeabMa
cotBopwiia. [IpyTUKOM 3a4apOBaHHBIM MJIM KHYTOM-CaM0OOOeM XJiecTHyJa? A He TO Hay3bl Ha TeOs
HaBs3ama? Mnm mo uMeHn KIuKHYMa? Buauins v, KOJIyH, 3Hasi UMsI YeJIOBEeKa, MOXKET 3arpocTo
crenath ero 00OpOTHEM, a TIOTOMY MMsI HEOOXOIMMO YTauBaTh W HA3bIBATHCS MHBIM, BBIMBIIILICH-
HBIM. ...

— He 6bu10 HUYero Takoro, — rpepBait ero Baceka. — [ayikoi nim KHyTOM MEHsI HUKTO He O,
0 UMEHU He OKJIMKAJI, a HacUeT Hay3 CKa3aTh HMUYEro He MOTY, [IOTOMY YTO He 3HAl0, YTO 3TO TaKoe.

— Ipoxenku KOMIOBCKUE /1a BEIBMOBCKHUE, — C OTBpaiieHnemM cmopiwics Kysemud. — Yroo
KOTO-TO UCIIOPTHUTH, HY’KHO B3SITh HMIEPCTAHYIO0 HUTKY M CO 3JI0OHBIM 3arOBOPOM HaBsi3aTh Ha Heu
BOCEMb JIBOMHBIX y3JIOB. DTy HUTKY OpOCAIOT B TAKOM MeCTe, TJie Ha Hee HEeMPEMEeHHO HACTYIUT TOT,
MPOTHB KOT'O MOpYa HallpaBJicHa.

— IlonsATHO, — 3aAyMuMBO KUBHYJ Bacbka. — Her, yecTHOE CIIOBO, HUKTO Ha MEHSI HUKAKUX
HUTOK HE HaBSI3bIBAJL. DTOT KOTEHOK MIPOCTO 3a0paJicsi KO MHE Ha KOJIEHH. .. M KaK-TO caMo COOOH Tak
MIPOU3OIILTIO, UYTO S CASNAIICS KOTEHKOM, & OH — MHOIO.

— Eme cmacn6o ckaxwu, 4to Tebs1 B ppiOy He 0OpaTuim! — mpoBopUai OaHHUK. — A TO, 3Haelllb, B
MTPOTOYHBIX BOJAX, a OCOOEHHO YacTo B OMyTaX, Ha ITyOWHE, MHOT/Ia YBUIUIIIb BAPYT PHIOY, KOTOpast
XBOCTOM IPOTHB T€UYEHUS CTOUT, a He 0 BOJIE, KaK HACTOSINAsA pbida. IT0 000pOTEHb, M OH PaHbIIe
TOXE YeJIOBEKOM ObL!

— B camom penie, MHe eliie MOBE3JI0, — C TPYCTHOM ycMeIkoi mpodopmoran Bacekka. — He To
MPUIILIOCH OBl KCKATh TIOMOIIH Y BOASHOTO!

Ky3bMuu Tak u nepeaepHyscs:

— He 3Haro 51 ciyvasi, 4To0 BOISHON XOTh KOMY-TO ITOMOT: OH TOJIBKO MAKOCTHTh JIa IIPOKA3UTh
criocodeH. JlaJHO, TOMOBOM MOMOXKET, JIaJHO — TBOPOBOM, HO BoAsiHOM — HuKorna! Hy ia He o Tom
peub. UTo % 32 KOTEHOK TaKkOU ObLI, KOTOPBIN TOOOM 3arpocTo ooepHyJcs?!

— BenpMma VYiibsHa roBopuiia, 4To 3TO €€ yYEHUK, — BCIIOMHUI Backka. — M1 oHa ero oyeHn
XBaJIUJIA.

— Hy na, mo Bcemy BuiaTh, MPIJICKHBIN ObLT yUSHUK, — cornacuiics OanHuK. — Ho KTo oH, mpu-
porna ero kakoBa? 3HaTh Obl, JBOEAYIIIHUK OH, K MIPUMEPY, WJIM OOBIYHBINA KOT, HAYIIIEHHBIN MPOTHB
YeJIoBeKa, WM BOOOIIE CIIeTJIeH U3 MOTMJIBbHOM 3eMJIH OyATO KyKJIa-37I0BpeHHIA?

— A 3a4yeMm BaMm 3HaTh, KTO OH TAKOM, STOT KOT-MaJIbuMK ? — yauBmics Baceka.

— Bpock MHe BBIKaTh ceil ke 4ac U HeMeJIsi! — BHe3anmHo paccepawics OaHHuK. — Teprien s
3T0, Teprel, a Oosbile He kenawo. S Tedst OpaTom 30BY, a TH MHE BBIKACIITh!

— W3BuHUTE, 5 HE MOTy 3BaTh Bac Ha «Thl», — KaJIOOHO OTBeTWI Backka. — Hy, 310... BBI ke
cTapiie MeHs. .. HAMHOTO. .. ¥ KaK-TO HEYBaKUTEJIBHO MojyJaeTcs. .. Het, 1 He Mory, He oOnkaitech!
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— KoneuHo, s TeOs1 crapiiie Ha Oro-ro CKoJIbKo, — paccyaurtenbHo ckasan Kysemmu. — Ho neny
CBOEMY ThI pa3Be BbIKaJ Obl?

Bacbka npusagymascs.

— [NanmHOrO OTHA 5 HE 3HaJ, OH yMep OuYeHb JJaBHO, Tama elle MaJeHbKUM ObUIT, — HAaKOHEI]
nporoBopui oH. — Ho korga Moii Apyro#t eayIika, MaMuH OTell, ObLT eIl KUB, 51 er0, KOHEYHO, Ha
«ThbI» 3BaJl.

— Hy tak cuuTait, 4TO £ eie oauH TBOM Jell, — permTeabHo npousHec Ky3smuu. — Takoe 3ampo-
CTO MOTJIO OBl CITyYHThCs, Korna 6 MeHs BenpMa Mapdyiika He ucrioptunia. Hy tak uro? CraHenb
MHE JIaJibllle BBIKATh WJIM Ha «Thl» Mepeuiem?

— Ilepetinem, — cornacuics Bacbka, He kenast oOMkaTh OaHHMKA — CBOETO €JMHCTBEHHOTO
Apyra B 9TOM MEPEeBEPHYTOM MUpE.

— Hy tak nepexomgu! — Besten 6aHHuK. — Ckaxu: «3aueM, Ky3pmud, Tebe 3HaTh, KTO OH TaKOM,
3TOT KOT-MaJIbUUK ?»

Bacbka MokopHO, XOTs ¥ He 0e3 3alMHOK, TIOBTOPHI.

— [lonumaemnn, Opar Thl MOH, — oTBeTHT Ky3bMHu, — 3HaI OBl 5, KTO 3TO UyJMIIE — MOXET,
CMEKHYJI Obl, KaKk ero ocuiimTb. Ho Kak y3HaTh ero nmprpojay — He BeAalo.

[pu 3THX cnoBax OaHHMK TaK MPUTOPIOHUIICS, YTO BackKka pemmicsi OTKpBITh €My CBOM ILJIaH.
Camoe nogxopsiiee Bpemsi !

— 51 3Ha10, y KOTO MOXHO CITPOCUTD, — OCTOPOXKHO HAa4asl OH.

— Ara, y BepMbl YIIbsiHBI, — YXMbUIbHYNICSA Ky3bMuu. — Tak oHa u ckaxer! [la Tel u ciioBa
MOJIBUTDH HE yCIIeelllb, KaKk OHa TeOsl MPUKOHYHT.

— He npukon4uT, — KauHy rojoBoit Bacbka. — OHa cama roBopuiia: «Xotesa Obl, 0X Kak XoTena
OBl 51 TeOe 110 CBepHYTh, J1a, Ha Oely, cama st TeOst yOuTh He Mory. ['mOesb TBOSI B IPYTUX PyKax».
Ho s He y Hee coOupaJicsi CripaimBars.

— Ay koro x torga?!

— Hy, ecTp onuH 4esoBeK, TO €CTh HE COBCEM YeNIOBEK, a Kak Obl MOJIOBHHA. .. — Ha4aJ1 00bsiC-
HATb Baceka.

— He yenoBek, a nmonoBuHa?! — HACTOPOXKMIICS OaHHUK. — [la HEYXKTO THI O IOPTPETE. .. HEYKTO
Tl 00 MapyImKkrHOM MOpTpeTe peyub BeAelb? !

Bacbka poOko KMBHYII, ¢ oracko morsiasBas Ha Ky3sMuya, OUTH yBEepeHHBIH, UTO cefuac
TOT Pa3bsIPUTCS HACTONBKO, YTO MOMIYT BaChbKMHBI KIIOUKH 1O 3aKOYJIOUKAM.

OpnHako OBIBIIMIA 3HAXAPh TOJIBKO COKPYIIIEHHO MOKAaYasl FOJIOBOM:

— Hamen nmonckazuuity! [la Beny Mapdyinka Bepma elnre noxJjenie Yiabsaabl! 3a0bul, 4T0 OHA
Co MHOU cenana? A ot Tedst BOOOIIe )KUBOrO MecTa He OCTaBUT!

— Jla HeT, 3TO THI 3a0bLJI, YTO OHA TeTleph TOJIBKO MOPTpeT! — Bhimanua Backka. — Bno6aBok
Ha TIOJIOBMHKY pa3pe3aHHbiid. Koraa s mpuimes, mopTpeT MeHs Kajiesl, TOBOPUJI, Jiydiiie Obl s clofa
HE SABJISUICA... § Tak MOHMMAIO, Y HUX C YIIbSTHOM OTHOILEHHUSI OTBPATUTENbHBIE, OHH JPYT APYXKKY
TepreTb He MoryT. [TopTper YibsiHe MpocTo NOTUMHSETCS, TOATISABIBAET 32 MOEH CEMbEH, a y CaMoro
y HEro JKHM3Hb JIOBOJIBHO TsKeJast: OH TOJIBKO M 3HAH CIIE3BI JILET, aXK T0JI BOKPYT 3aruiecHeBen!

BaHHMK JOBOJIBHO 3aXJIOMAJ B JIAIOMIN:

— A1t na YnbsHa! [Mogenom Mapdyike!

— Hy npu yem Tyt Map@yika? — ¢ 1ocanoit BockJIMKHYJI Bacbka. — §1 % ToBOpIO — 3TO TOJIBKO
noptpet! Toit BebMbI, KOTOpast Bac... TO €CcTh TeOs, U3YUHPO. .. UPY30YH... TO €CTh KOTOpasi Tes
M3ypOYMIIa, — TOH BeJbMBbI JABHBIM-JJABHO HET B )KUBBIX! A ee MopTpeT YIibsHY HEHABUIUT — 3HAYMT,
BO3MOXXHO, 3aX0UeT MHE TIOMOYb.

— Tak-T0 oHO Tak, — mpodopmoTan Ky3pmud, — a Bce sk HOpTpeT He Yei-Huoyab, a MapdyrmkuH!
3HAYUT, JOKEH M OH OBITh TAKUM e BPEIHbIM, KaKoi OHa Oblia!

Bacbka yromiieHHO 3aKaTui ria3a. KoHeyno, GaHHUKA MOHSATh MOXHO — OT 3TOH BelbMbl Map-
(y1IKM OH HaTepriesics Bhile Kpbiy. M Bce-Taku 4TO-TO HACTOMUYMBO MOZICKa3bIBaIo Backke: HYKHO
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TMOJIPYKUTHCS C IOPTPETOM. .. HY HE TIOOPYKUTHCS, TaK XOTsI Obl XOPOIIME OTHOIICHHUSI YCTAHOBUTD.
ITO XOTh KAKOM-TO IIAHC BBHIOPATHCS M3 TOTO yKaca, B KOTOPBI OH YTOIWJI MO MIJIOCTU BEIbMBI
ViIbsiHBI ¥ KOTa-MaJIbuMKa.

[TycTh camMblii MaTIOCEHBKUI, HO BCE-TAaKH IIaHC!

— Kcratn, s 1aBHO XOTen CpocHTh, — BAPYT BCOOMHUI Backka, — a Tl He 3Haelllb, OTKy/a
BOOOIIIE 3TOT NOPTpeT B3sics? Hamrcan MacissHBIMEM KpackamH... KaK MOT OKa3aThCsl HACTOSIIUIM
XyHOKHUK B Balllel jiepeBHe?

— XynoxHnuka 6apun n3 Huwxuero HoBropona npuses, — yemexnyscs Kyssmud. — Mapdymka
e KpacaBuIia Obljla HecycBeTHast !

— Jla, HaBepHOe, — mpoienTai Bacbka, BCIIOMHHUB YepBOHHOE 30JI0TO KyApel U 3eJIeHbIN IJ1a3
— I1yOOKHiA, TOYHO OMYT.

— Kpacapuiia, HecMOTpsI Ha TO UTO BE/IbMa, 2 MOXET, KaK pa3 Mmo3Ttomy! — mpojosikan OaHHUK. —
Bapun Hain u3-3a Hee COBEpIIIEHHO yMa JUIWICsA. Xotea Mapdyiky psiioM ¢ co0oid BUIETh JeHHO
1 HomHO! BmoOuiics a Hee Tak, 4To HEOOCh KeHWIICS Obl, KaObl He OBbUT yXKe JKeHAThIM M HE UMel
neteit. Torna oH M nprBe3 B 3MEIOKMHO KaKOTO-TO 3HAMEHHUTOTO XYI0KHHUKA, YTOOBI TOT 3amevatyie
MapdymkiHy Kpacy Ha Be4HOe 6apcKoe JII00O0BaHHUE.

— A xT0 pazpesai noprper nomnonam? Benpma YibsHa? — He yHumascs Bacbka, T000IBITCTBO
KOTOPOT'O Pa3ropajioch BCe CHUIIbHEN.

— Bor vero He 3Hai0, TOro He Bealo, — noxai riedamu Ky3smud. — 9T1o HeOO0Ch yke Moclie TOro
CIIy4HJIOCh, Kak MapdyIika MeHs Clofia orpeieinia Ha BEYHOE KUTETbCTBO. C TeX Mop TOIBKO CITyXU
pasHble 10 MeHs goxoauan. Mon, MapdyIKuH CbIH KeHIIICS Ha YIIbsiHE U OHA TIOTOM BE/IbMOM cTaja
Ha CMEHY yMepIllell CBEKpOBH, — a Kak M 4TO ObUIO Ha CaMOM JeJe, cKa3arh He Mory. OIHO 3Halo:
ot Mapdymiku go6pa He xau!

— U Bce xe s morpodylo, — pemmTenbHo ckazan Baceka. — KoHeuHo, 110xo MHE mpuaeTcs,
ecM YIbsiHa 3aCTaHeT OKOJIO TIOPTpeTa. ...

— He 6Gotics, He 3actaHeT, — OypkHYJI OaHHUK. — {1, Tak 1 ObITh, IOcTEpery. OHO, KOHEUHO, MHE
3a GaHHBIM IOPOT XO/y HET, HO s B IBePsX CTaHy, B 00a yxa ciymars Oyay, B 00a ria3a risaers. Kak
3a4y10 YIbSIHUHO MPUOVKEHNE, Cpasy 3HaK MOJaM.

— Kakoi1? — ¢ unrepecom cripocui Bacbka.

— Hy kako#i-Kakoi... TIOMHUIIb, KaK BCTPETHJI TeOsi, KOI/a Thl MEPBBI pa3 B MOM BEHUKHU
cynyJcs? I'ogutes Takoi 3HaK?

Bacbka BCIIOMHIIT ITOCBUCT, BIOJTHE JOCTOWHBIN COJOBbsI-pa30oiiHuKa, OIMXMaHTheBa ChIHA,
Y 3aCMesUICS:

— Eme kak rogurcs!

OH ObLT CTpAITHO Paji, YTO HE OfIMH, YTO KTO-TO MOMOXeT eMy! M BOT OH ckaTuJjics ¢ GaHHOTO
KpbUIeUKa 00 OIHOM CTYIIeHbKE U, TOMaxaB Ha rpoianbe Ky3bmudy, oTipaBuics peoosieBaTh Cop-
HSIKOBBIE [IKYHTJIU.

3a HOUb OHM OTHIONb He cTasu npoxonumeirt! TpaBa mojcoxsia TOMBKO CBEPXY, a y KOPHEu Io-
npexHeMy ObLIO TPSI3HO JI0 yXkKaca, Tak 4uTo, Korjaa Backka BEIOpasicsi U3 oropoaa Bo IBOp, BUIL Y HETO
caesascs TakoM, YTO OH MPUYHBLI, OrJIsi/IeB ce0s1. Masio Toro 4To MpoMoK, — BIOOABOK BeCh OOJIEIIeH
TPaBOM, MEJIKUMH JINCTOUKAMH, JIETIECTKAMH, CEMEHAMM. . .

Bcerpeuator, Tak ckazartk, 1o ozexke. [IpumeHuTensHO K Hemy — 1o miepctke. Kora ¢ Takoit
IPA3HON IIEPCTKON HOPMAaJIbHBIE JTIOH B JIOM HE MYCTSAT — BHIIIBBIPHYT ITMHKOM !

A BopoueM, y mopTpeTa HOTI' HEeT, MMHAThCS eMy HedyeM. Kpome Toro, B u30e, rie moprper
BUCHUT, LIAPUT TaKOe yKacaiollee 3alyCTeHrue M Takas CTOMT rpsauiia, 4yro Mapde MoparumoHe
CaMOM CTBITUTHLCS HAJIO, & He JPYTUX CTHIAUT.

[MopboapuB cedst Takum o6pa3oM, Backka BckapaOKasics Ha 3HAKOMOE KPBUIEYKO M TIPOIIIMBIT-
HyJ yepe3 ceHu. Ero rpsi3Has mepeTh ax TOMOPIIMIIACh OT CTpaxa, Jarkyu OyKBaJIbHO MOIKAIINBa-
JIUCh, W, TOOPABIIKUCH JI0 AIBEPU B KOMHATY, OH 4yTh OBUIO HE TIOBEPHYJ 0OPaTHO.
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OueHb MOXeT OBITh, YTO U MOBEPHYI OB, KaObI IBEPh cama cOOO He pacIiaxHy/1ach TOCTENPH-
MMHO U O)KMBJICHHBIN CTapyIIeUrid TOIOC He TI03BA:

— A, cHoBa siBusics HakoHenl! JIoOpo moxasoBath, Backka Tumodeen!

Bacbka niepernes yepes nopor, ¥ JBepb 32 HUM 3aXJIOMHYJIaCh, Kak Obl OTpe3ast MyTh K OTCTYTI-
JICHUIO.

[Moprper crapoii-nipecrapoii BeabMbl Mapdbl IOparuMoBHBI CMOTpEJT Ha HETO €JUHCTBEHHBIM
[71a30M M3-TI0J] MOPIIMHUCTOTO BeKa, a MOJOBUHKA PTa, €/le BUAHAS CPEAM TPEILVH, MOPIIUIACh B
yJIBIOKE — KaK MoKa3aioch Backke, TOBOIBHO MPUBETIMBOM.

— Bxoau, noka yepHasi TBapb Iie-TO BUTAET, — CHOBA pa3jalics rojioc. — XOThb CJOBIIOM Iiepe-
MOJIBUMCSI, @ TO BHIIY TYT, IIOHUMAEIIb JIM, B TIOJHOM OIMHOYECTBE M CTPAIIEHHOW CKyKe! Dbl
paHblIle TOMOBOM, ¥ IOMNOJISTHHUK ObLT, 1 KHKUMOPA KOKJTIOIIKaMK* CTydasia 1o Ho4yaM. .. Ja ToJbKo
3500Has YibsiHa Bcex NoBbIrHama. Jlagno, xots OanHvka Ky3pmMuya He TpOHYIIa, y KOTOPOTO ThI TIPH-
IOTHJICS, [1a €My CI0of1a XOIY HET, eMy 32 CBOM IMOPOT BBIXOAUTH HE TIOJIOXKEHO. . .

— A oTKy/a BbI 3HaeTe, 4To 51 y OaHHUKA MPHIOTUIICA? — n3ymuics Bacbka.

— Ma TbI Ha ce0s1 TOCMOTPH, — XMUXHUKHYJI MOPTpeT. — HellTo HemoHATHO, OTKY/IA ThI MO TPSI3U
na depe3 Tpapwuiy BeiOupasicsi? C oropona, KoHeYHO! A B oropoje y MeHsi OaHbKa CTOWT, a TaM
M3BECTHO KTO XKUBET — OAaHHUK !

Baceka nepecrait aplars.

— Jla =He Ooiics, — noOpoaymHO ycMexHynach Mapda MoparumoBna. — 51 Te0s VibsiHe He
Bbiz1aM. [lyckaii cama uinier, rae Tol psiuenibes. K Tomy xe st paga, uto OaHHUKY XOTh HEMHOXKKO, 12
roBeceJiel Terneps craio. Beap 1o e ObIBIIMI 3Haxaph Ky3bMuy, MO CTapUHHBIHN JPYyT-TIPUSTETD. . .

CraieHbKOTO eXH/ICTBa, 3ByUaBIIEro B rojoce noprpera, Bacbka BoiHECTH He cMoT !

— Hpyr-nipusitesib?! — BOZMYIIIEHHO BCKPUYAJI OH. — 3HAYMT, ITO BBl €10 OAaHHUKOM ClIeIaIH 110
npyx06e? Huuero ce6e! 4 Ol Takux Apy3eii 1 Bpary He moxesain! Bel ObUTH BEIbMOM, 37101 BEIBMOM. . .

N TyT )€ npuKycui A3bIK.

Kak 661 Mapda MbparnvoBHa He 00ujienach U He MOrHajla ero BOH, OTKA3aBIINCh OTBEYaTh
Ha BOIPOCHI! A ellle OHa, pacCepIUBIIICH, BIIOJIHE MOXET paccKa3aTh YJIbsHE, IIe MpsiueTcs: Oeriiblii
KOT-000poTeHb 1o uMeHn Bacrka Tumodees. ..

— 3ps THI MeHsI KOpUIIb! — OOMKEHHO KPUKHYJ MOPTPET. — Y KakJI0ro B )KU3HH CBOE MpeJHa-
3HaueHue. Hamo  KoMy-TO U BeIbMOi1 ObITh, HE BCEM B CBATHIE MOJAaBaThCs. Y CONMHBIIIKO HE BCeraa
CBETHT — HOYb TOXXe HafgoOHa! Ha myTh CBOH, pOKOM Ha3HAYEeHHBIH, CTYNHMB, MBI, BEIbMbI, C HETO
COUTH yXke He MOXeM, XOTb MHOT/IAa U pajibl Obl. BOT 1 MaeMcs 0 cMepTH, U Jake WHOT/A rocrie Hee!
A TyT BCSIKME KOTBI MHE B IJ1a3a ObLIbIMU rpexamu ThiayT! Hy-ka, mormen orciofa BoH ceil xe mur!

Bacbka coGpai Bce cuiibl, YTOOBI He 3JIUTHCS CIe3aMu OT pazoyapoBanus. Hy KTo ero TsHy:
3a s13bIK! XOTsI Kak ObLIO CMOJTUaTh, CIIyIIast TAKOE Harsaoe BpaHbe?!

Bce nponasio. A OH Tak HaJesICsA Ha MOMOIb OPTPETaA. ..

Bacbka moBepHyscs M1 yOUTO TOIUIENICSL K JIBEPH, 3aIUIeTasiCh JIAMKOW 3a JIAMKY, Kak BIAPYT
Mapda MoparmoBHa cepauTo BOCKJIMKHYA!

— Kyna cobpanca?! A Hy, Bopotrck Hememis! [Tpuxonui-To dyero paau?

Bacbka 3amep, He Beps ynaue. [IoToM HepemuTeTIbHO MOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY U OCTOPOXHO IMPOOOp-
MOTaJ:

— Xoren yBUAETh MaMy C Mamnomu.

— A 3auem? — MOJO3PUTEITHHO CITPOCHIIA CTapyXa.

— Kak 3auem?! — m3ymmics Bacbka. — Cockyumsicsi oueHb. Pa3Be Bbl HE CKy4yasld 1O CBOMM
POIUTEIISIM, KOT/Ia pa3iydanuch ¢ HUMu? Vi He pasiydanuch HUKoraa?

4 [TonmnosistHHUK — TOT ke HOMOBOﬁ, TOJIBKO O6HTa}0[LIHﬁ B IIOAIIOJIE erCTbﬂHCKOﬁ U30BbI. Bxon B ropHuly, ri€ BCEM 3alIpaBJIAeT
[IOMOBOﬁ, TNOAIOJIAHHUKY CTPOr'o 3alpenieH. KokJtrommku — JAEPEBAHHBIC NMAJIOYKU JIA TUIETEHUA KPYXKEB. C‘{I/ITaeTCﬂ, YTO €CJIKM HOYbIO
CJIBILLICH )1p06HbII>'I MNEPECTYK, TO 3TO KUKUMOPa ()KeHa )IOMOBOFO) KOKJIIOILIKaAMU CTYYMUT, IUIETET MTAayTUHHBIE KPYXKEBA.
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— He TospKO HE pasiyyanuch, HO U He BCTpedanuch, — OypkHyna Mapdga MoparnmoBHa. —
Cupora 51, He IOMHIO HU OTIIa, HA MaTepH, paHO MOMEPIIH.

— Ykac Kako... — COUyBCTBEHHO LIeNHY/ Bacbka.

— 3aro He CKydYaJjia 1o HUM, He TOMMJIaCh, KaK Thl TOMUIIIbCS! — Bo3paswia Mapdga Nbparu-
MOBHA M BHE3aITHO OpsikHYJIa: — Tak v ObITh, MOKaXy TeOe JOM POTHOM.

Backka, He Bepsi CBOeMy CUYaCThI0, OTHUM MTPLIKKOM OUYTHJICSI HATIPOTHB IMTOPTPETa U YCTABHJICS
Ha Hero.

— IpaBeiit ra3ok, poquMenbkuil Opatok! [Tokaxu JieBoMy, UYTO BUAMIIIL! — MpOIIaMKaia CTa-
pyxa.

B 1O ’xe MrHOBeHHMe TpeIIUHbI Ha MOPTPETe Pas3rIaAuINCh — U AUBHOE JIUIO 30JI0TOBOJIOCOM
KpacaBUIIbl BO3HUKJIO Tiepes BachbKo, KOTOpBIN He CMOT CIEpXkaTh BOCXHUIIEHHOTO B3/10Xa.

OH B3IJIsIHYJ B 3€JICHOE OKO — OJHAKO HUYEro B HEM HE YBHIEJ], KpOME YEepHOro 3pauka, B
KOTOPOM CaM K€ Y OTPa3uJICs: CEpblil UyMasblii KOTHUIIIKA. .. CMOTPETh TOLIHO!

— TlpaBsrit rma3ok! — noBropua Mapda MoparuMoBHa MEJIOAMYHBIM T'OJIOCOM HECKa3aHHOW
KpacaBullpl. — Crienail MUIOCTb, TTOKQKH, YTO BUTUIIID!

Hunuero He n3MeHuI0Ck.

[IpekpacHoe 3eeH0e OKO CEPIUTO MPUIILY PHIIOC.

— Hy u makocTb e Mosi BTopasi mojioBuHa! — mpodopmorana Mapda MoparumosHa. — Kaxercs,
BCSI MOSI BPEIHOCTb BEJIbMUHCKAsI B HEW coOpaJiach C TEX CaMBbIX Op, Kak OapyH IO MOPTPETY HOKOM
MoJIOCHY!

Hudero cede. .. TOT ke OapyH, KOTOPBI ObLT B BeibMy MapdyIiKy BIOOJICH 10 OAypHU 1 3aKa-
3aJ1 XyJI0)KHUKY €e MOPTPET, — OH JKe ero u pazpesai?!

Bacbka uyTh He 3aJJOXHYJICS OT JIOOOMBITCTBA M TOJIBKO XOTEJ CIIPOCUTD, KaK ¥ MOYEMY MOIJIO
TaKoe MPOU30MTH, OJHAKO CIIOXBATHJICS U TIPUKYCHII SI3BIK.

Iotom cripocut. Ceityac He ctouT oTBiIeKath Mapdy HMOparumoBHy. MoxeT, el Bce-Taku
YAACTCSl IOTOBOPUTHCS CO CBOEH BTOPOH MOJIOBUHOM ?

— IpaBwbiii r1a30k, a mpaBkiid ra3ok! — ymonsiia Mapdga Moparuvorna. — Hy noters MeHs,
POIMMEHBbKHIA OpaToK, Hy MOpaayi, a TO TOCKa OepeT HeCKa3aHHAas — Ha OJIHOM MECTe BUCETh, B
CTEHKY IISUTUThCS. Sl 3Ty CTEHKY y’ke Hau3yCTh 3HAI0, 0 Kaxaou TpemuHku! U s onHa, BEUHO ofiHa,
KO MHE Jlake TapaKaH 3arllevyHbli He 3arof3eT, MayKy U Te IaBHO cAoXJiu. TeGe-To Xoporo — 1eds K
JONSIM OTIIpaBuiIM, Beceniee Tebe! Hy mokaxu, uro Buauiibs! Hy caenaii MusiocTs!

[IpaBoMy a3y, HaBepHOE, CTaJlO0 BCE-TaKM Kaslb JIEBOrO, MPeOBIBAIOIIETO B TOCKE-TIEUay,
MOTOMY UTO 3ejieHoe Oko Mapdsl MIOpariMOBHBI BIIPYT CAEIAIOCH TTOX0KUM Ha TITYOOKHUI OMYT.

Bacbka c10BHO Obl HBIPHYJI B HETO — M YBUZIEN CBOIO KOMHATY. . .

[paBna, y3Hat ee He 6e3 Tpyaa. DTO Ke yKac, BO UTO MPEBPATUI €¢ HOBBIN OOMTATENb !

Ha nuBane rpoMo3auTcst Kakasi-To Kyda-Masia U3 POCThIHEH, TIOAYIIKH, Ofesiyla 1 BCeBO3MOX-
HOl BachbkrHOM Of€KAbI, CMSITOM U JJa)Ke HAU3HAHKY 3a4€M-TO BHIBEPHYTOM.

KHuru Bansiiotcst Ha 1oy, y HEKOTOPbIX OTOPBAHBI MIEPETUIETHI.

BacbKuHBI TpaMOTHI 32 CIIOPTUBHBIE TOCTMKEHHUS M 32 TIOOE/Ibl HA OJIMMITMAAAX 10 PYCCKOMY
SI3BIKY, paHbllie BUCEBIIIME HA CTEHAX, Terlepb N30JPaHbl B KJIOUbsl BMECTE C 000SIMHU.

KraBuarypa komnpioTepa MOKauMBaeTCsl HaJl TIOJIOM Ha OTHOM IPOBOJIE.

MOHHMTOD JIEKUT IKPAaHOM BHU3.

Cam mporieccop, K C4acThio, KOTY-MaJIbUMKY CBEP3UTh Ha TMOJ HE YAAJIOCh: «XKeJle30» ObUIO
TSDKEJIOe, CTapoe, 3acilyXeHHOE, B CBOE BpeMsl, JI0 TMOsIBJIEHHS] HOYTOYKOB M IUIAHIIETOB, BEPOU U
MIPaBION JIONTO CIYXHUBIIIEE elle OTIy, — OJHAKO OECpOBOAHAS MBIIIKA 3arHAHA B JAJIbHUMA YTOJI.
Bugumo, ¢ Heli moranslid 3axBaT4uK Ku3Hu Bacbku TumodeeBa Haurpascs BBOJIO!

Hy u kyna, uHTepecHo, cMOTpAT X03sieBa 9TOM KBapTupbl?! B cMbicie B3pocibie, B CMbICIE
ponutesnu? Eciu 01 Backka B ObUTble BpeMeHa TO3BOJIHI ce0e YCTPOUTh XOTS Obl MOJIOBHHY 3TOTO
pasrpoma, ¢ HUM BOOOIIe HEM3BECTHO UTO OBl czieniaii! A TOMy caMO3BaHILy, 3HAUUT, BCE MOKHO?!
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Bnpouem, Bacbka Omarogapst mpaBomMy I71a3y nHopTpeTa HeMeUIeHHO pasryIsiies, YTo I0Ma HeT
HU MaMbl, HY Tallbl, IO3TOMY CAEJaTh HEU3BECTHO YTO C KOTOM-MaJIb4YMKOM MPOCTO HEKOMY.

A BoT 1 oH! BoT 1 napumBblii camo3BaHelt!

Kot-masipuuk cTOs1 y OKHA U BHUMATEJIBHO TYy/a CMOTpEJI.

ITox okHOM HaxomuyICcsl HEOOMBIION MYCTHIPh, KOE-TJ/Ie 3apPOCIINIA TPAaBOW, a KOe-T/ie YChIIaH-
HBII Kydamu riecka. C Jpyroi CTOpOHBI OKHA BBIXO/IMJIM B CaMblid OOBIKHOBEHHBIN JBOP — YPOIIUBYIO
KOPOOKY MeXIy CEMHUITaKKaMM, 3aCTaBJICHHYI0 MalllMHAMU JI0 TaKOH CTENeHH, YTO JeTcKasl IJIo-
I[aJKa, Ka3aJI0Ch, HCIYTaHHO ChEKWIACh MEkay HUMU. Ha 3Ty TopKy, B 3Ty MEeCOYHMILy U Ha ITU
Ka4yeJ HUKTO HUKOTJA HE XOMWI — BCE WIPajii UMEHHO Ha mycThipe. OOBIYHO 3/1eCh OBbLJIO TMOIHO
HapOJy: Ha TIPOJABJICHHBIX SAIMKAX, TPUHECEHHBIX OT COCEJHEr0 Mara3uHa, CUIeId MAMOYKH U TTPH-
CMaTpUBaJIA 32 CBOEW MaJIbIIITHEH, KOMABIIeHcs: B niecke. Ha pyroMm KoHIle MyCThIpS MaTbUMIITKA
TOHSUTA MSTY WM JIEBYOHKU WT'PAA B OaJMUHTOH.

Ceituac ke Ha IMycThIpe ObUIO U B CAMOM JIeJie MyCTO, TOJNBKO KaKasi-TO JEBYOHKA B KPACHOM
IU1aThe CHJelia Ha ANIMKaX M YTO-TO TaKoe Jiejajia CO CBOMMMU MajbllaMH Ha pyKax U Ha HOTax.

[TpaBwiii 17123 MOpTpETa, BUAMMO, 3TUM 3aHATHEM OYEHb 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, IOTOMY YTO TaK B
JeBYOHKY U BISUTWICS, U Bacbka cMOTr pa3miiseTh, 4TO OHA KPACUT HOTTH.

JI71s1 Hero B 3TOM 3aHATUM He ObUIO POBHO HUYErO HEOOBIYHOIO: €ro KpacaBHIla Mama OYeHb
cieauia 3a coOoM, M 3THX JIAKOB y Hee Ha 0COO0i TIOJIOUKE B BAHHOM CTOSIIO (DJIaKOHOB, HE COBPATh,
ABaauaTh, a To ¥ Oomnbie. Ho, MOHATHOE [e710, KOTY-MaJbuMKy TaKOe 3aHSTHE OKa3aJoCh B JUKO-
BUHKY, BOT OH M HE CBOJIWJI IJ1a3 C JIEBYOHKHU.

Mesxay npounM, Baceka ee y3nan. 1o Osuta Kareka KpeutoBa u3 mecroro «b». lypa mpo-
TUBHa. .. [loyeMy eciu IeBYOHKA XOPOIIIeHbKas, TO 00s13aTesbHO Typa potuBHas? Keraru, Mapda
N6parnmoBHa ToXke MOATBep:KAaia 3To mpasuio. [1pasna, 1ypoi ee Ha3BaTh OBUIO CIIOKHOBATO, 3aTO
MPOTUBHOCTH HE 0OeperIbes!

C sroit KpbuioBoii y Bacbka Bblliuia gypaiikasi uCTopusi. Y HUX Oblta 0OIIasi AUCKOTEKa s
HIECTHIX U ceIbMbIX Ki1accoB. Kario nouemy-to HUKTO He npuriamain. Torna Backke *kajko ee crano
— Hy HaJI0 ke, KpacoTKa TaKas, a y CTEHKH CTOUT, B TO BpeMsI KaK caMble 3alTUCHBIC MBIMPbI TAHITYIOT!
W oH B3sJ1 1a ¥ IpUIJIacKII €€ Ha MeUISK.

KpbutoBa Tak Ha HEro nMocMoTpena, Kak OyATo OH ObLT KAKUM-TO YEPBSIKOM 3€MJISIHBIM, YeCT-
Hoe cioBo! U 3axoxoTana. TyT kak pa3 My3blka KOHUMJIACh, U BCE, KOHEUHO, YCIIbIIIAIN, KaK OHA HaJl
Bacbkoii xoxo4eT. A MoToM BIpPYT KTO-TO Ka-aK B3sUJI €r0 3a I1e40, Ka-ak cTUCHY/! Bacbky ax cko-
coboumio! Ene-esne cMor 00epHYTHCS — U YBHIEJI, YTO €r0 JepKHT 3a ruiedo boppka CTONBHUKOB U3
CebMOTO «Ax». DTO OBUT CAMBII CUTBHBIN MATBUHUIIKA BO BCEH IITKOJIE, INTAHTUCT, KAKOK-TO TaM IpH-
3ep KaKMX-TO YEeMITMOHATOB: KYJIaKH OOJIbIIIe TONIOBBI, HA/IEK /1 OJIMMITUHACKON COOPHOM M BCE TaKOe.

— Wnm norynsii, Bacs, — cka3an Bopbka Tak 1ackoBO, 4TO 3aXOTeJIOCh 3arllakaTh OT yXkaca. —
A TO Kak BMa)Xy — MOKPO€ MECTO OcTaHeTcsl. byenib 3HaTh, Kak K MO€l JIeBOUKE MOIXOIUTD!

N nosen KpbutoBy TaHueBars. Bacbke MOTOM pacckaszai, 4TO OHM YXKe LIEJIbIX JIBE HeIeau
X00sim BMECTe, a Ha IMCKOTeKax, ecu bopbka oTIyduTcs, K mpumepy, B Tyaset, Kars Oyzner crostsh
1 KJaTh, KOTJIa OH BEPHETCS, 1 HUKTO HE OCMEJIMTCS K HEel TOIONTH | MPUTJIacuTh. Backka 00 3TOM
He 3Ha1, motomy uTo Ha Katbky KpbutoBy paHbiiie BooOie He oOpaian BHuManus. OHa eMy HUIyThb
He HpaBuJack: emy 3oiika CeMeHOBa HpaBWJIach U3 €ro Kiacca!

[Tocne storo ciydasi y HuX ¢ bopbkoii octanuck HopMasibHble oTHoteHusi. OnHako KpbuioBa,
CTOMJIO i TOJIbKO BackKy yBUIETh B IIKOJIBHOM KOPUAOPE MM BOOOIIE Ha YJHIIE, CMOTpEesia Ha HEro
Kak Ha Je0nia v JJake MajiblieM y BHCKa KpyTwia. My HaumHana ryneimM oOpa3oM pikaTh, HY
BOT HaTypaJIbHO Kak Jiomiaas. Mnu kak [Toptoc B ctapom dpaniry3ckoM ¢uibMe « Tpu MyIkerepa»,
KOTOpBIT 000xan TumodeeB-crapIimii, a BCie 3a HUM Hadajia 000KaTh BCS €0 CeMbSI.

Ecu 661 TONBKO IEBUOHKY 3HAJU, KaK OHU caMu ceOe Bpe/isT, KOrja BOT TaK YKacCHO XOXOUyT!..
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Kopoue, npu Bune Karbku KpbiioBoli HuKakoil pajoct Bacbka He vcnbITal U C yAOBOJb-
CTBHEM IOCMOTpeNl Obl Ha YTO-HUOYAb ApPYroe, a He Ha TOT MAHUKIOPHBIA 3aJI, yCTPOSHHBIN Ha
MyCTHIpE.

W Bapyr Karpka Opocuiia cBoe Jyparkoe 3aHsATHe, 3a1pajia TOJIOBY U K YeMY-TO MPUCITYIIAIACh.

Toruac Bacbka MoHsII, 4TO OHA ClymaeT KyKymiky. Kykyiky, kotopas cuaut Ha Oepese, ofu-
HOKO PacTyIlel B KOHIIE MyCTHIPsI, OKOJIO KYCTOB.

He6ock KpputoBa cunTaeT, CKOJIBKO JIET €f OCTAIOCh KHUTh.

Hy u nypa. Eii ceituac nBeHaauarh, JeT MIECThAECAT-CEMBAECAT TOYHO OCTAIOCh. ITO KaKas
e KyKYIIIKa CTOJIbKO BpeMeHHU KyKoBaTh cMoxeT? [la y Hee rosioc mponajer!

Kcratn. A oTkyma B3siach KyKyika B ropoje? 3admyauiack, uro u? HaBepHoe, ceituac yiie-
THT.

B 3Ty MUHYTY KOT-MaJIbUMK BCKOUMJT Ha MIOJOKOHHUK — ¥ TIPHITHYJ BHU3.

Bacbka HEBOJIBHO axHYIL.

Hudero ce6e! C nsAToro sraxa BOT TaK CHUTaHYTh — 9TO ke BepHask CMepTh! A eciiu OH pa3o-
ObeTcs, Kyna motom Baceka Oyner Bo3Bpamarscs? B MeprBoe Terno, 4to jm?!

OnHako KOT-MaJIbUMK HE TPOXHYJICA Ha 3€MIII0, & C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOH JIOBKOCTBIO, MSTKO,
CJIOBHO HEBECOMBIH, TMEPENPHITHY/ Ha Tepuiia OaJIKoHA YeTBEPTOro 3Taxka, MOTOM — TPEThEro, BTO-
POro, MOTOM MSITKO CheXaJl [0 3aCTeKJICHHOM JIOIKUY MEPBOTo TaXa — U Ha YeTBEPEHbKaX, CMEIITHO
BCKHJIpIBAsI OOTAHYTHIN BaCbKMHBIMU JDKUHCAMU 321, TOMYAJICS K Oepese, yMyIpsIsCh OCTaBaThCs He
3ameveHHbIM Katbkoi. TTofckoumi K iepeBy U MPUHSIICS BO3UTLCS B TPaBe, 3a4eM-TO BHITALIUB U3
JDKUHCOB pEMEHb M OOBSI3bIBAsI €r0 BOKPYT CTBOJIA.

— Hy xutpernpl, Hy Myzapelsl! — npoBopuaiia 3a Bacekkunoii cnimnoii Mapda NoparumosHa. —
ITO K camblil BEPHBIN CIIOCOO 3aCTaBUTh KYKYIIKY MOJOJbIIE KyKOoBaTh. Tenepb OHa HE YMOJIKHET,
NoKyzia ¢ 6epesbl osic He CHUMYT. M 1eBUOHKA HUKYyAa HEe OTOMIET.

«Jla 3a4eM emy 3TO?» — TOJBKO XOTeJl CHpOCUTh Bacbka, HO KOT-MaJbuMK BAPYT BCKHUHYII
rOJIOBY, CMEILIHO MOAEprajl HOCOM — M METHYJICSI KyAa-TO B CTOPOHY, B 3apOC/M TpaBbl. Tam 4TO-TO
’aI00HO MUCKHYJIO — ¥ KOT-MaJIbUMK MOSIBIJICS CHOBA. B 3ybax ero 4ro-To BUCeNO0, Kakas-To cepas
BEpEBKa.

— a, kot ecTb KOT, — mpoBopuaia Mapda NoparumosHa. — OT ceOs1 HUKya He JieHenbCst!

KoTr-mMasiburk BHIILTIOHYJT BEpeBKYy, OONM3HYJICA — U BacbKy 4yTh HE CTOIIHWIIO, KOTJIa OH
TIOHSLT, YTO 3TO ObLJIa HE BEPEBKA, & XBOCT. XBOCT MBIIIH, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO YTO COXKPaJ KOT-MaJIbUYHK !

Ho toryac Bacbka 3a0b11 00 3TOM, YBUJEB, UTO HAJl AEPEBOM MeJIbKHYJIA YepHAast TeHb OOJIBIIION
TITHIIBL.

Bopona! Her, BenpMa YibsiHa B 00pa3e BOpoHbI! Heyxenn KOT-MaJbuik 0OpeKk HeCYaCTHYIO
KYKYIIKY el Ha chegeHue?!

OpHaKo OH TYT e TIOHSI, YTO KYKYIIKa YJIbsiHy HUUYTh He MHTepecyeT. BopoHa npuHsIach
MeJIJIEHHO KPYKHUThCS HaJl ITyCTBIPEM, TO CITYCKasICh HUXe, TO B3MbIBas Uy Th He 1o 00J1aka, 1 Backke
YyIUJIOCh, YTO OHA pacTATMBaeT Haja KaThKoil Kakylo-TO COBEPILEHHO MPO3payHyi0, BOZMOXKHO JIakKe
Hepa3IMIMMyI0 OOBIYHBIM UYeJIOBEUYECKUM B3IUIsiioM, ceTh. Ho Bacbka Bupen, sICHO BHIEN, YTO 3Ta
CeTh OMYCTUJIACh U HaKpblTla KpBUIOBY, a Ta CHIUT KaK HA B YeM He OBbIBAJIO.

«3TO0 ceTh KOMIOBCTBA! — cooOpas3ui oH. — BeapMa Yibsina konayet!»

Hakonerr BOpoHa ¢ yI0BJIETBOPEHHBIM KapKaHhEM-XOXOTOM B3MbLIA B BHIIITUHY, a KOT-MaJTbYMK
CHOEpHYJ ¢ Oepe3bl peMeHb U BBINPSIMUJIICS, BIEBAsI €T0 B JUKUHCHI.

Kykyika MUrom yMomKJIa, CJIOBHO IepenyraBIInch, 1 Bacbka ee monuma! beuto yero nepe-
myrarbes!

— TumodeeB? — BockMkHYJa B 3Ty MUHYTY Katbka KpblioBa, B3IJISIHYB Ha KOTa-MaJIbuMKa. —
To1 uto 31ech nenaenib? [ogrsapiBaeins 3a MHoOM?! Haxan, BoT s1 Bopbke ckaxy!

U ona oTKpbUIa POT, BUAMMO COOMPAsICh 3aX0XO0TaTh Kak [TopToc nim 3apkarh Kak JIOIab, HO
KOT-MaJIb9MK 03a00YEHHO CKa3all:
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— Tel yTO-TO 3aUrpasiack, peikasi KO30uka. XBaTUT, XxBaTut! B crago nopa!

Katbka onemena... Ilorom oHa 3akavajach, CJIOBHO MOTEPSIB paBHOBECHE, PyXHYJa B TPaBy,
3aBO3WJIACh B HEM, MbITASICh MOJHATHCA. .. A KOIJIa HAKOHEll MOAHSIIACh, Ha ITyCThIPE TONTANACh ykKe
HE JICBUYOHKA, a HeOOJbIlast KO304Ka. Phikas K0304Ka ¢ KpaCHOM JIGHTOUYKOM Ha Iiee!

— Hy u cunpHa xe YibsiHa! — OypkHyna 3a BacbkuHoi cnimHoit Mapga MoparnmoBHa To i1 ¢
BOCXMILIEHUEM, TO JIM C OTBPALLIEHUEM.

KoTr-Masipuuk KpUKHYJI C XpUILIBIM CBUPEIBIM NOIAMSYKUBAHUEM:

— B crago nonuia! Komy rosopeno!

[Nepenyrannas Karpka KpbutoBa — HeT, pbikasi KO304Ka! — OMPOMEThI0 OpOCHIIach C MyCThIPS.
Hap Heii B BBIIIIMHE KPYKMJIAa BOPOHA, M3PE/IKA MCIYyCKasl CBOe HACMEIITMBOE, 37I00HOE, N3eBaTEIIb-
CKO€ KapKaHbe.

A TIyCTBHIpb, IEPEBO U KOTa-MaJIbuMKa 3aBOJIOKJIA JIbIMKA, KOTOpasi CTAHOBWJIACh BCE IIOTHEW
Y TJIOTHEW, TEMHEU 1 TeMHel, Moka Backka He 0CO3HaJI, YTO CMOTPUT B IJIa3 MOPTPETA, MOKPHITOTO
TPELMHAMM.

— Yro ke 310 Takoe?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH oropueHHo. — [louemy nepenava npekparuiach?

TyT ke cioxBatuicsi, uyto Bpsia i Mapda MOparumoBHa ero noiimer, a oToMy ObICTPEHBKO
«TiepeBes» Ha 0oJiee TOCTYIHBIN MOPTPETY SA3BIK:

— [Touemy Bam npaBblii 17123 OOJIbIIIE HAYETO HE MOKa3bIBaeT?

— [putomuics, noau, — orBetmwiia Mapga MOparumoBHa. — A MOXeET, ChI3HOBA BpPEIHUYAET.
Ja najmHO, ¥ Tak Bce sicHe sicHoro. OOepHyna YibsiHa IeBKY KO30M, TaK YTO KU — CKOpO ee CloAa
MIPUTOHMUT.

— Kak 310 — npuronur? — nuzymuics Bacbka. — [1o ropoackum yauuam?! Jla Tam 3HaeTe Kakoe
nprokeHre?! MammHbl B 00€ CTOPOHBI THBIPSIIOT, TO U JeJI0 TPOOKH. .. a moau?! Jliogu xe kpyrom!
BrI uTO 1ymMaere, oHM OymyT CIIOKOMHO CMOTpPETh, Kak MO yJIulaM Ko3a Oeraet?

— YroMoHuCh, — MOCOBETOBAJ MOPTpeT. — HUKTO M He 3aMeTUT HUYero. YibsHa Tak 0OMOpO-
YUTh MOXKET, YTO YECTHOMY HAPOAY MOKAXKeTCsl, OyITO 9TO He Ko3a OEKUT, a BeTep Mycop roHHT. Tak
410 OyleT OHa Tenephb A0 CKOHYAHUS BeKa Ha YIbsHy paboTtarh — OesieHy TonTaTh, OEJIeHHOE Macio
BbIKMMATb.

— Yro? — ne noBepus yiiam Baceka. — Kakoe emie macino? 3auem?!

— Ot Hatupanus OeJeHHBIM MAacJIOM BebMa MOXET JIeTaTh 10 BO3IYyXY, — cooOmmina Mapda
N6parnmoBHa. — A BBIIABUTD €ro U3 OeJIeHbl MOKET TOJIbKO K033, J1a He MPOcCTasi, a MpeBpalieHHast
BEAbMON U BaCHUJIMCKOM.

— Bacunuckom?! — moBropui Backka, y KOTOpOro nepej ria3aMu BMUT BO3HUK yKaCHBIN-TIpe-
yxacHblii 3Mell u3 «['appu [lorrepa». — UTo-TO 1 TaM HUKAKOTO BaCUJIMCKA HE BUJET. ..

— Kak He Buzen? — XMbIKHYJI IOpPTpeT. — [la Thl HAa HETO TOJBKO YTO CMOTPEJN, U HE B MEPBHIN
pa3. Kotumika-to Haril, KOTOpbIA TOOOM CKUHYJICS, — OH, TTO-TBOeMY, KTO0? UNCThIN BACUJIMCK U €CTh.

— Kor-manpuuk — 310 Bacuimck?! — BocKJIMKHYN Backka. 11 Ha Mur oHemesn: BCIIOMHUMIL, Kak
BelbMa YIIbsiHa €My HAaCMelUTMBO ckasasa: « Tel Bacbka, n oH koToM Backkoii Obu1! Jlymaro, yx gocra-
TOYHO HOJITO!»

Bot uto OHa MMena B BUY: UTO KOT-MaJIb4MK — BAaCWJIMCK, KOTOPBII B KOTa IIPOCTO MpeBpa-
tiiicst. U yxe nmocratouno gaBHo. [IpuBbikan ObITh KOTOM, HaBepHoe... Bacwmmii, Bacbka, Bacu-
JIMCK... Kakoe XyTKoe coBmnajeHue uMmeH! He mHaue, B HEM TOXE KaKOe-TO KOJJIOBCTBO KPOETCH.
Mosxert ObITh, eciiu Obl Bacbky TrumodeeBa 3Banu, Kk npumepy, luma nmu Kosst, Hudero Obl y BeIbMbI
HE IOy YUJIOCH !

XoT4, ¢ APYroi CTOPOHBI, KTO UX, BEIbM, 3HaeT!

— Bacunuck, Hy Hajo xe. .. — pacTepssHHO podopmoTan Backka. — A st qymal, BaCUJIMCK JOJI-
’eH ObITh OrPOMEHHBIM 3MeeM !

— CoBceMm Jaxe He oOsi3aTebHO, — Bo3paswia Mapda MoparumosHa. — Bot mocnymiai-ka, s
Te0e pacCKaxy, KTO 3TO TaKOW — MOJJIMHHBIN BaCHIMCK. Pa3 B CTO JieT meTyx cCHeceT sIUII0; Ha3bIBa-
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eTCsl OHO CTIOPBIIOK. Ha nepBbIii B3MIIsII, 9TO Tak cede — MycTast CKOpIIyIia, K TOMY ke MsrKas, majib-
LIEM NpoaBUTh MOKHO. OJHAKO /ISl 3HAIOILETo YeJloBeKa — Hacrosiee cokposuiue! Eciu mono-
nasi BeIbMa MPOHOCUT CIIOPHIIIOK IIECTh HE/IEb MO/l MBIIIIKOW, OH BBIBEPHETCS] HAM3HAHKY M OTTYAA
MOSIBUTCS] BACWJIUCK — 000POTEHb, B KOTOPOM KUBET BCE BeIbMHUHO 3710. OH CUMTaeT BeIbMY CBOEH
Mauexoi ¥ MoBeJMTebHUIEH. Bee, 4To OHa IpuKaxeT, BACMIIMCK UCTIONHSET, OO0 06pas, KOTo-
pblii €11 yrozieH, NpUHUMAET.

— A Kak ero nodbequTth? — kamaHo cripocu Backka. — BomeOHbIM Meuom?

— Koneuno, — ckazana Mapdga MoparnmoBna. — HekoTopbie U3 BaCUJIMCKOB MMEIOT TEJIO 3Me-
MHOE WM Jake APaKoHbEe, a TONOBY — MeTyIuHy. OT B3MJIAAa 3TOro CyIIECTBA JIIOAW YMHUPAOT
Ha Mecte! [IpOTHB HMX TOJBKO BOJIIIEOHBI MU U TIOMOXET. A TOT BAaCHJIMCK, KOTOPOro YibsiHa
BbIBeJIa, — OH morpoiiie. Ytod ero omoners, HagoOHO, YTOOBl OH OOPAaTHO B CBOE SIAIIO BEPHYJICS.
B atot camerit criopbimiok. Hy, TyT Hy)KHO Ha Hero ObICTPEHbKO HACTYNUTH Ja U pa3naButh. U Bee!
Konueno nesno!

— Tak mpocro? — usymmics Baceka.

— IIpocto? — pacxoxoTascs noprper. — [la Tl CHauana 3acTaBb €ro 0OpPaTHO B CIIOPHIIIOK Bep-
HYTbCs1! DTO OH TOJILKO IO CBOEH BOJIE CAeJaeT, HU 10 Ybei ApYyron!

— U Bce ke s He moiiMy, 3a4eM YIbsiHa K HaM 3TOr0 BACHJIMCKA OTIPAaBHJIA, — 33 yMYHBO
nporosopu Baceka.

IToprper momyain.

— Mapda N6parumoBHa! — ocropoxHO no3Ban Baceka. — Bel crinte?

— He crumio, — GypKHYJ cTapyiieunii rosoc.

— A mouemy HMYEro He oTBevaete?

— He xouy.

— IonsitHO, — B310XHY Backka. — Bel ¢ Yibsnoit 3aonH0. Hegapom ona roBopuia, 4to Baril
MOPTPET AOJIKEH MOK CEMBbIO TIOTyOUTb. . .

— Bpanbe! — Bo3pasuia Mapda MOparumMoBHa ¢ Takoid MBUTKOCTBIO, YTO MOPTPET JJake MOKay-
HyJICS Ha rBo3Je. — [loryouresnb ceMbr TBOEH — BaCHIIMCK, KOTOPOTO YIIbsiHA K BaM B JIOM 3acliajia.

— Ho novemy?! — oTuasinao Bckpruan Backka. — Yem Mbl ee oOuaesnm?

— Bbl — HMUEeM, — OTBETUJI IOPTPET. — 3a APYIoro IJIaTUTh CTAaHEeTe.

— 3a koro? Yto oH el caenan? — CHOBa U CHOBaA cripamuBai Bacbka, HO Gecrionie3Ho: Mapda
H6parnmoBHa Momyana, a MopTpeT Jake YrOJKOM pTa He TOIIEBeHIL.

%k % %

— Ilerp BacunbeBuy, BH uzete ¢ Hamu B Kage?

TumodpeeB-crapimii ¢ TPyJOM MOKavasl TSKEI0M, CJIOBHO KAMEHHOM TOJIOBOM.

Hakonen-to! Hakonen-to Hactano Bpemsi obesieHHOro mepepbiBa!l Ceituac Bce COTPYTHHUKH
yiayT — Kpome Hero. OH BOCTIONB3YeTCsI 3TUM YacOM, YTOObI HAaKOHEI[ yCHYTh! X0Th HEMHOTO OTHOX-
HYTb 10C/Ie OECCOHHOW HOYM M MYYMTESBHOTO JIHSI, KOT/J]a OH IIary He MOT CTYIHTh, YTOOBI My He
MOYYAMUJIOCh YaBKaHbe MOTHJIBHOW 3€MJIH TMofl Horamu. [lae B MamivHe, Ha)KMMas Ha Teaid, OH
CJIOBHO Ol ciibImalt 3ToT 3ByK! U B opuice O0sICs TUIIHUIA pa3 OTKJIEUTHCS OT CTYJa, U TO TpsiCCs,
BCTMIOMUHAS Y’KaCHBII COH, TO KJIEBAJT HOCOM.

Cnatb xoTenoch HeuenoBevyecku! TuModeeB ¢ HeTeprieHneM k1a1 00eJeHHOTO TIepephIBa, YBe-
psisi cedsl, UTO CTOMT eMy BBICTIATHCS — M OTBPATHTENILHBII MOPOK HOUM pacceercs. 1 HakoHer| XJ1on-
HyJIa IBEpb B TIOCHeqHUI pa3. OH YPOHUJI TOJIOBY Ha CTOJI, YJIBIOHYJICS OT CYACThs, UTO ceivac 3acCHeT,
Y 3aKpBLT I71a34. . .

W HemennieHHO nepesi HUM CryCTHIIACh HOUb, €JBa paccenBaeMasi OJIEKJIbIM JIyHHBIM CBETOM, U
BO3HMKJIO TO € CAMOE XOJIMUCTOE, YTHIKAHHOE CIIOMaHHBIMHU JIEPEBbSIMHU 11071, KOTOpOe ObIO BOBCE
He 1osieM, a KiaaoumieM. Knanouiem ¢ MOTHIIBHBIME KpecTamu !
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W cnoBa Horu TumodeeBa yTonasau B ChIpOl MOTUJIBHOM 3€MJIe, HO Ha CEll pa3 OH MOrpy3UIICs
rIyOke — MO KOJISHH.

HouHoii BeTep mporirymen HaJ HUM, B3bEPOIINB BOJIOCHI.

OT 3TOrO0 NETY4Yero MpPUKOCHOBEHUS IO CIMHE MPOIILIa Takas APoXb, uTo TuModeeB momar-
HYJICSI U UyTh HE yHaJl.

Jlerkuii eXuIHBINA XOXOTOK IIPOHECCS HAjl HUM BMECTE C OUepeTHbIM MIOPHIBOM BETPa, U TeTieph
TumoceeB OLTyTHIT HE TPOCTO ABMKEHUE XOJIOTHOTO BO3/IyXa, & PUKOCHOBEHUE YbMX-TO JIEASHBIX,
JIeICHSIINX TaJIbLIEB.

— 3, [lerp! — pazpancs ronoc, MOMHBIN TaKOW HEHABUCTHU, 4TO TuModeeBy cTaio CTpaiHo.
UeM OH MOT BBI3BATh TaKylo 37100y, TaKyl0 HEHABUCTb, Y€M OH €€ 3aCITyKu?!

BHe3ariHO OyKBBI Ha MepeKIaiuHe TOrO KPecTa, MPOTUB KOTOPOTO OH CTOSUI, BCIIBIXHYJIM Kpac-
HBIM ILTaMeHeM, BbicBeTuB uMs: IIETPD. A niotom u damumuio: THMODPEEBD.

Ja-1a, IMEHHO Tak, ¢ TBEpIbIMHM 3HAKAMU, KaK MMCAJIN B CTapuHy !

10 ObutH ero ums u pavuns. A kpect?! Toxe ero? U ero mormna?!

[ToTom cBeueHne OyKB TOMEPKIIO, KPECT MOKAYHYJICS, HAKPEHWIICS eIlle CUIIbHEN — U HAKOHEIT
PYXHYJI, pa3OpbI3raB MOTHIIBHYIO I'psi3b. OiHA KaresabKa 3TOM rpsi3u nomnajia Ha auio Tumodeesy, u
OH OITYTHJI OOJIh KaK OT OKOra.

[puHsICS TMXOPAJIOYHO TEPETH JIUIIO. .. U BAPYT OOHAPYKUI ce0s1 CUISAIIMM 32 COOCTBEHHBIM
CTOJIOM B COOCTBEHHOM Odpuce.

Coun! OnisATh 3TOT 6€3yMHBII COH!

B ronose cryuasno, 3BeHesI0 Ha pa3Hble royioca, 1 TumodeeB He cpa3dy MOHSI, YTO STO pa3phl-
Baercsi ero MoOWIbHUK. Ha sKpaHe BbicBeTMIach potorpadusi keHbl, OH HaXasl Ha KHOIIKY OTBETa
Y TIPOXPHIIENT, OTYASTHHO XKeJlasi YCIbIIIaTh €€ CIIOKOMHBIN TOJI0C, KOTOPBIN HEMEIJIEHHO pa3BeeT BCe
€ro KOIIMaphl:

— Aunno! Amo!

— 21, [letp! — paznanock B otBeT HacMmenumBoe. — Kau. Ckopo s TeOst onsATh TyAa oTBey. A
KOIJIa OH U3 MOTHJIBI BBIIZIET, Thl BMECTO HETO Ty/la COMJIEIIb !

TpyOka Beimasa u3 pyk TumodeeBa u cBammiach rmoa croi. OH MalMHAIBHO HATHYJICS TIOHSTh
ee — 1 YBUJIeJ CBOU HOTH. BOTMHKY 1 OPIOKYM — /10 KoJieH! — ObUTH UCTIauKaHbI B TPSI3H.

B MorunbHoOM rpsi3u!

TumodeeB NOTAHYICS CTPSXHYTH ITY KYTKYIO I'PsI3b, HO B IJ1a3aX MOTEMHENIO — U OH CBAJIMJICS
Ha TOJI.

Cnycrs nomvyaca TumodeeBa Han BepHyBIIUECs cOTpyAHUKU. OH ObUI B TAKOM ITyOOKOM
0OMOpOKe, UTO MoHavasy Aaxe peumin, uyto [lerp BacunbeBuy MeptB, onHako Opurange «Ckopoi
TIOMOIIIM» BCE K€ YAaJI0Ch MPUBECTH ero B co3HaHMe. CHavasia XOTeIr YBE3TH ero B OOJBHUILY, HO
OH HACTOSIT HA TOM, YTOOBI OTIPABUTHLCS JOMOU. TONMBKO TOT/Ia COTPYAHMKN OCMETMINCH TIO3BOHUTD
ero keHe.

Kak Bacbka HU U30IIpsICS ¢ HOBBIMU BOIPOCAMHU, MOPTPET Mo-TpexHeMy Mommdai. [Toxoxe,
OCTaBaJIOCh YUTU HU ¢ YeM. HeT, He coBceM HU ¢ 4eM — Bce ke OH y3HaJl, KTO TaKOM Ha CaMoOM [ieJie
KOT-MaJIb4HK.

Hy u uro tosnky, yro Bacbka 310 y3Han? Bpsag su Ky3pmuu Haiiier cpeacTBO ¢ HUM CIIpa-
BUTHCS. .. [IOHSTHO ke, YTO OAHHUK, ITyCTh ITO Jaxe OBIBIINI 3HAXaph, Clladee BAaCHINCKA U BebMbI
VibsHBI.

Ecmu Bacbka ceituac yijer, cioga elie pa3 OoH MOXET U He nonactb. Bapyr VibsHa, Bep-
HYBIIIVCh, 3aCSJIET TYT, MMOKa 3Ta HecyacTHasd Karpka-Ko3a He BBIKMET CTOJIBKO OeJIEHHOTO Macia,
CKOJIBKO el Hy)kHO? MoxeT, 9T0 BooOIIe 10 KOoHIa Jjieta mpommutcs! Vnm no 3umsel! Yto xk, Backke
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BCE 3TO BpeMsl B 0OOPOTHSIX XOAUTh U KJATh, MOKA KOT-MAJIbUYMK Tamy ¢ MamMoi npukoHunt?! Her,
HeBo3MoxHO! Ho kaxk Ob1 pasroBoputh noptpet? Kakoii Bonpoc 3aaath, 4to0s Mapda MoparnmoBHa
BCE K€ 3aX0Tesa Ha Hero OTBETUTH?..

— Mapga N6parumoBHa, — OCTOPOKHO Ha4yal OH, — Bbl TOBOPHJIM, UTO OApuH Ball MOPTPET
paspesai. A nodemy?

HemeneHHO BBISICHIIOCH, YTO OH 3aJaJ1 IMEHHO TOT BOIIPOC, KOTOPbIN ObLT HYKEH.

Ox, Kak 0XHMBHUJIOCH MOJIOTHO! Kak 3acBepKasl e IMHCTBEHHBIN 1J1a3, B KAKOW YJIBIOKE PaCILIbI-
Jach mofoBUHKA pra! M ronoc moprpera ObLT yke He NMPEKHUM, CTAPYIICUbUM, a MOYTH MOJIOIBIM
Y OYeHb OXKVBJICHHBIM.

— Bapun 0bu1 y Hac, — cooOmmna Mapda MoparumoBHa ropro. — COBEpIIeHHO CHSATHI OT
mo0OBYU Ko MHe. ['0BOpwII, UTO Kpaille MEeHsI HeT HUKOTO Ha CBETe: HH B CTPaHaX JaJIbHUX, HA B TOPOAAX
CTONBHBIX. 1 BOT OHaX/bI IPUBE3 OH M3 rOpoAa XyJAOKHHKA... BapuH MoOBecu MOpTpeT B caMon
POCKOIITHOH FOpHHMIIE B CBOEM JIOME U JIIDOOBAJICS UM, KOT/Ia MeHsI psaoM He Obuto. Hy a motom. .. —
Mapda MbparnmoBHa TOCKJIMBO B3/I0XHYJ1a. — [IOTOM OH MPO3HAJI O TOM, KTO s TaKasi, U PEIuI, 4TO
IIPUBOPOKUIIA 51 €r0 CBOEW BEIbMOBCKOW CHUJION.

— A Ha camom pene? — ciipocuit Bacbka.

— U B MbICTISIX He OBLJIO €ro IPUBOPAKUBATh! — 3aMaaburBo BHIKpUKHYIa Mapda NoparumoBHa.

— A BHI ero Joouam?

— Cravana He mo0Ouia, — OTKpPOBEHHO Npu3Haiach Mapda Moparumona. — [Tpocto Obu1o MHE
JIECTHO, YTO caM OapvH cepiile MHE TOJ HO'M OpOCHJ. A TIOTOM... TIOTOM U 5 €ro MomoOuia, aa
KpEnKO-HaKpernko! A TyT BO3bMHU M CIIyUYHCh Ta He3aaua, HeCYacThbe To.

— Kakas He3anaua? Kakoe Hecuactbe?

— Jla BOT, — ¢ nocaou otBeTriia Mapdga MOparuMoBHa, — TOIUTY MBI pa3 C JIEBKAMHU B COCE/I-
HIOIO JIEPEBHI0 HAa KPECTUHBI. A JIeHb TaKoOW KapKui-mpexapkuil Bblgaics! Hy, nmoapyxka mos,
TatbsiHKa, TOBOPUT MHE: «Mapdy1ia, romyOyIka, cienai MAIoCTb, pa3o0yab MOJIOYKA XOJIOIHEHb-
KOTO, TTUTh XOUETCsl — HUKAKOTO CMacy HeT!» A MoApyXKW MOM 3HAJIM, YTO S Bellasi ;KeHKa>, MHOTO
yero mory. [IpaBaa, HUKOMY s1 B Ty TMOpY 371a He JeJajia, JIIIb MOJIb30Bajla OONSIMX Pa3sHBIMU
TpaBaMH Ja TakK, KOJAOBAJA M0 MAJIOCTH, OE300MIHO: MPONaKy KaKylo HAWTH WM HA CBSITKH CyXe-
HOTO-PsIKEHOTO JICBKE B 3epKajie Mokasarh... «Harmon, — qpyrue nmompyxku ropopsr, — Hac, Map-
(by1ia, He TO OT Kax /bl ponaaeM!» A MHE U caMOU ITUTh XOTeJI0Ch oT4YasiHHO. Hy, aymato, nonsitaio
cBoio cuity paau noapyxek! Ilonuia mox GmmkHIO Oepesy, cena y KOpHEH a M HaJouia MOIHYI0
KOP3WHKY MOJIOUKA XOJIOJHEHBKOTO.

— Yt0-uTO BHI cAeamM? — MepecIpoCul OolapaiieHHo Bacpka.

— I'oBopio *xe: ¢ 6epe3bl MOJIOUKa HaJIOWIa B KOP3MHKY, — oBTOpriia Mapdga MoparumosHa,
Y YTOJIOK €€ pTa JAPOTHYIL.

— A, BB HaJJ0 MHO#1 cMeeTech! — oOeryeHHo ckasa Baceka. — Het, Hy mpaBza: oTkyaa B Oepese
MOJIOKO, U TIOTOM, KOP3WHKA — OHa e IJIeTeHas1, pa3Be B Hel MOJIOKO yaepxutcs?! OHO ke BoiTeueT!

— U B MBICIAX He ObLIO HaJI TOOOM CMeAThCS, — Cepbe3HO cKa3zana Mapdga MoparumosHa. — Bee
Kak ObLT0, Tak Tebe 1 roBopio. KoHeuHo, MpocToMy 4YesioBeKy He MOHATH, Kak 3To jenaercs. da u
MHE CaMOM, TIpaB/ly CKa3aTh, TOXe HEMOHATHO... OIHAKO ke MOBEPb: MHE TaKOE COTBOPUTH OBLIIO —
YTO PyKOM MaxHyTb. 5l U cama He BefaJia, Kak 3TO jefiaia, a Bce ke aesana!

— daHTacTUKA. .. — 3a0XHYJICs Backka, IIsi/ish Ha IOPTPET CO CBSIIEHHBIM YKACOM.

— Hy, — nponomxuna Mapga MoparumoBHa, — cTano ObITh, HAJOWIA S TIOAPYKKAM MOJIOKA,
NpyHecsa B KOp3WHKe, HA KaIli He MPOJIUB, a TOTO He Beflajia, YTO CYaCThe CBOE pacIliecKaia-1po-
JIUJIa, YTO OHO BCE Y MEHS U3 PyK BbITeksIOo! BapuH-TO... OH Bocies 3a MHOW yBs3asics!

— U on yBugen?! — ¢ ropeusio cipocui Backka. — OH yBUzeN, Kak Bbl JOWIU Oepe3y?

3 Tak B CTapyHY Ha3bIBaJIu KOJ'I[IyHI/Iﬁ " BEJIbM.
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— To-1o u oHo, — B30XHY/1a Mapda NoparnmosHa. — BnodaBok u oy 1o 37100e 1a 3aBUCTU
HaroBopwd 000 MHe BCsikoe. BOT OGapuH Halll ¥ TIOBEpHJI, UTO s BeJbMa 371asi, U eI OeKarh OT
MeHsI TIpo4b. BopoTuiicst oMo, copBasl MOM TIOPTPET CO CTEHBI, M3 PaMbl BHITAIIMII — J1a ¥ TIOJIOC-
HYJI ero HoxoM HajBoe! JleByio MOJIOBUHY MHE BeJjiell OTHECTH: MOJI, KOHYEHO BCE MPOMEX Hac U
oTpe3aHo! — a mpasyio B uynaHe Opocwi. Ho Toro oH He Benas, 4YTo HOX HE B MOPTPET, a B CEpALe
MHE BOH3uI!

Mapda M6parnmoBHa B3JOXHY/Ia TAK My4UTEIbHO, UTO Bachke mokazanock, OyATO U3 3eJIeHOTO
r71a3a ceuac XJILIHYT cje3bl... Ho HeT, TSKKUM B310XOM OOOIILIOCH.

— Bot nypa s HapricoBaHHas1, — BAPYT ckazana Mapda MoparuMoBHa co 37101 YCMEIIKOM, — HY
KOMY I Bce 3TO pacckasbiBao?! KoMy ayiy otkpbiBaio?! Thl XOTh HOHUMAEIIIL, O YEM PEUb-TO UJIET,
KOTHIIKa-000pOTeHb, AUTS Masioe, HepazyMHoe? ! CJI0BO Takoe — «JII000Bb» — CIIBIIIAJ aJTb HeT ere? !

Bacbka xotesn 3asiBUTh, UTO OH IO TEJIEBU30PY CTOJIBKO CEPHAIOB HACMOTPEJICS TIPO JTI0OOBb,
YTO y’Ke BCE IPO Hee 3HAET, OIHAKO CJIMIITKOM MHOTO MpuUIuiock Obl Mapde MoparumoBHe OO BSICHSTD
¥ TIPO CEepPUaJIB, U TIPO TEJIEBU30P, & IIOTOMY OH IMPOCTO CKa3aJI:

— Mowu mama ¥ mana odeHb JiooaT apyr apyra. Odens! JKutb apyr 6e3 apyra He moryT. Tak
YTO S TIPO JIFOOOBB BCE 3HAIO U TIOHMMAI0, HE COMHEBATECH !

— A BOT COMHEBAIOCH 51, — HeBeceJIo yeMexHynach Mapda MoparuMoBHa, — 1a HIUEro He mofe-
Jaelb: KpoMe TeOsl, BBIXOIUT, MHE AYIIY-TO WU3JIMTh BOBCe HEKoMy... Hy, cloBoM, ToMUIa MEHs
10 MoeMy OaprHy TOCKa TOCKydasl, B IyTy THYyJIa Iedab ruiakydas. He xotenoch MHe BeIbMUHBIM
MIPUBOPOTOM €ro BO3BpallaTh, Beb 3TO HE MOAJIMHHAS JTI000Bb! JIagHo, 1yMato, pa3 He Hy)KHa 51 eMy
TaKasl, Kakas s eCTh, ITyCKail caM CBOe cuacThe uieT. Ho Bce jke 04eHb MHE XOTeJIOCh 3HaTh, KaK OH
KUBET, He 3aBeJ JiM cede Ipyryio 3a3Ho0ymKY. M Torna mycTuia s B X0J Bce CBOM CHITBI HeIoOpbIe,
KOTOPBIC Tanja 0 IMOPbI 1O BPEMCHH, U HABEJIA HA MOPTPET TAKUEC CUJIBHBIC Yapbl, YTO IIpaBas I10JI0-
BMHA, KOTOpas B uyJiaHe 0apCKOM BaJIsLIach, MOIJIA BCE Pa3IIsAETh, YTO B JJOME JENAETCs, a s, CTOS
niepe] Ipyroi MOJIOBUHOM U B I71a3 ee IMIsi/As, 9TO YBUAETh MOIJIA KakK Obl BOOUHMIO.

—To ecTh 3TO BBI ClIe/1aIM OIHY TIOJIOBUHKY MEPEIaTYUKOM, a APYTYIO — IPUEMHUKOM ? — BOCXHU-
THIICS Backka 1 TOTUAaC UCIyraHHO TpodopMoTat: — MI3BUHUTE, 3TO 51 POCTO TaK. .. MBICIIU BCIYX. . .
He oOparaite BHUMaHHS !

— Yro cnenana, To U caenaia, — ropectHo ckazasia Mapda MoparumoBHa. — Tonbko cyacThbs
MHe 3TO He npuHecio! Bcio cBolo Aymry s B 3TO BOMIIEOCTBO BIOKUIIA, HA HA YTO ee OOJble He
octanock. JKuna Kak npuaercs... 6e3 nymm! bapun Moil BCkope yexas — TO JI OTTOro, 4To AyMaTb
000 MHe 3a0bLJ1, TO JIU JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI BEPHEH 3a0bITh. A MOJIOBUHKA MOPTPETa MOETO TaK U BAJISLIACh
HEBECTb CKOJIBKO BPeMEHHU B 4yjaHe. TeM BpeMeHeM BBIIIUIA 51 3aMYXK, ChIHA POAMJIA; TIOTOM CHIH
MoOU Ha YibsiHe keHwicsa. OHa Toke BebMOW CTaJla... Hy W OIHAX[BI, yXKe IMOCIe MOel CMepTH,
BBI3HAJIA Y CBIHA MOETO MCTOPHIO MOPTPETA, IMOJIOBUHY KOTOPOTO B IOME YBHENA. A MOTOM OTBICKasIa
B 3a0poIeHHOM 0apcKOM JJoMe BTOpYyIo MoJIoBUHY. U 3aBnazsena Moeit qymion. .. 1 Beib Takyio cuity
MOPTPETy MpUaja, YTO OH Jaxe CTapuics co MHOW BMecTe. M He Oyner mMosi aylna 3HaTh MOKOS,
MoKa YJbsiHa He roMper!

— Ho Benp YibsiHa, HaBepHOe, He OeccMepTHA! — ¢ HajIe KoM BOCKIMKHYJ Bacbka. — OHa Toxke
KOr/1a-HUOYb YMPET, XOTh Yepe3 CTO JieT!

— CmepTh K Hel IpuJIeT OT IIecTepbix OpaTbeB 3-3-3... — U3pekyia Mapda MoparumoBHa —
Y BJPYT YMOJIKJIa TaK BHE3aITHO, CJIOBHO €€ BBIKJIIOUMIIM, TOJbKO HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUI BCe elle
3BYYAaJIO ITO «3-3-3», KaK Oy/ITO Myxa 3yJela.

— Yro ¢ Bamu? — ucnyrasicsi Bacbka.

[Toprper Momyan, TOJBKO POT €ro MyYMTEIbHO KPUBWJICS, U MPOLILJIO HE MEHBIIE MUHYTHI,
nipeskie ueM Mapda MbparnmoBHa 3aroBopuia:

— Ox, 6ena most Oeyvas!

— Bam 6051bHO? — COUYBCTBEHHO Cripocit Bachbka.
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— IpokysiTe HEMOTHI HA MEHSI HAJIOKEHO, — CTPAJJAJIbUECKUM T'OJIOCOM COOOIIMIT IOPTPET. —
Kak 3aBeny peusb 0 TOM, 4TO YIIbsiHE TIOBPEIUTH MOXKET, Cpazy HEMEIO.

— A 1Ipo KaKMX-Takux OpaTbeB Bbl FOBOPUIM? — pOoOKO mouHTepecoBasicsi Bacbka. — Ha OykBy
«3»?

[MoprpeT cTpanaibuecku UCKPUBHJICS:

— Ox, naxe He cripanmBai HA 0 yeM TakoM! Hu ofjHOTrO cekpeta BeIbMUHCKOTO s TeOe OTKPHITh
He cmory! Jlap peun Hemeis nponazier!

— 3HauWT, HUKOIJA MHE HE CTaTh YeJIOBEKOM, — TOCKJIMBO MporoBopmi Backka. — A s Tak
HAJIesUICs, YTO Bbl MHE TIOMOJKETE. . .

— [IpaBay ckaxy — panga Obl 51 YIIbsiHE HACOJUTH, A4 CJIOBa MOJIBUTH He cMory. He Bepums? Hy
TaK Cymai u cMoTpu. YToObl TeOe CHOBA YeJIOBEKOM CTaTh, HAJJO-0-0. ..

Mapda MOparumMoBHa BHOBb YMOJIKJIA, & POT HA MOPTPETe 3amMep YyTh MPUOTKPHITBIM. Kak
MTPOM3HOCHIIA OHA CJIOBO «HA/I0», Tak Ha OykBe «O» U OHeMera.

Hexkortopoe BpemMst Bacbka ¢ viciyraHHbIM COYYBCTBHEM HaOmoal, kak Mapdga MoparnmoBHa
MIBITAETCS] CHOBA 3arOBOPUThH, HO YAAJIOCh 3TO J1ajieKo He cpa3y. HakoHell cHOBa pa3aajics ee rojoc:

— Hy uro, Bunen? Bepuip mue?

Bacbka cOKpyIIeHHO KMBHYJI, TIOHAMAs, YTO MOCIEIHSS HaJekK1a PyXHYJIa.

OnHako OKOHYATENbHO MPeJaThCsl YHBIHUIO OH HE YCIeNl, MOTOMY UYTO BAPYT YCIIBIIAI ykKac-
HOE XparieHue, X0XOT, BOM M CBHUCT — TaKHe TPOMKHE, CJIOBHO Obl MX M3/1aBaJl HE KTO MHOM, Kak cam
Conogeit-paz0oiHUK, OTUXMaHThEB ChIH.

IToprper ucnyranHo nepekoCuiICcs:

—Yro 310?! KTO 310?!

— D10 GaHHUK MHE CUTHAJI TIOfIaeT! — 3aroJIonHO KpUKHYT Backka. — Benbma YibsHa npuOnm-
s)kaerca! MHe 6exarhb Haslo, crracuoo BaM 3a Bee!

OH puHyicst OBUIO B CEHH, HO TYT MOPTPET PSIBKHYJ KOMAaHAUPCKUAM TOJIOCOM:

— Croii!

Bacbka 3amep.

— Io3nHo! — Bemamina Mapdga MoparumosHa. — Bo 1Bope Te0s1 uepHast TBapb Kak pas  Mpu-
1yJuT. BoH Tyna cpsiubesi, B UyJaHYMK. .. 32 TBOSH CIIMHOM, IJIsTHb, IBepIa. .. Jla 1meBeiuch, He To
1o3Ho OyeT!

Bacbka B maHuKe OIISIHYJICSI — M CAMOM JieJie YBHET HU3EHBKYIO JBEpILY, 10 TAKOW CTENeHH
OIUIETEHHYIO MAyTUHOH U 3alIOpOIIEHHYIO TBUIBIO, YTO O€3 YKa3KU OH ee U He 3aMeTuI1 Obl. Punyscs
Tyga.

— OcropoxHo! — Bckpuuana Mapdga HMoparumorna. — [layTuHy He pa3opBu, He TO YiibsiHA
cpasy 3aMeTUT! YX0a1 MBIIIMHBIMU HOPKAaMHU, J1a HE IIyMH !

— Borneioe cnacu6o, Mapdga MoparuvorHa! — Beimaml Bacbka U Koe-Kak MPOTHCHYJICS TIO]T
MayTUHHBIE KPYKeBa, TSKENIbIE OT HAJIMIIIIEH Ha HUX TIBUIH.

UyTh MPHOTBOPHII IBEPILY, IIMBITHYJI B UyJIaHUMK U MPUHSLJICS UCKATh BBIXOJ HAa CBOOOMY.

Hakowner| oH 00Hapy )XW KaKylo-TO JIBIPKY MEX/y 3eMJISIHBIM TOJIOM U CTEHOM — U TPUHSLICS
W30 BCEX CHJI CKPECTH €€ KOI'TSIMHU, OYeHb Ha/IesICh, YTO HE OLIMOCS M 3TO U €CTh MBIIIMHAS HOPKA.
Hakonery xon pacmmpuiicsi, Bacbka Koe-Kak B HETO BCYHYJICSI M TIOTION3 BIlepe, TIOCTOSIHHO pacKa-
meiBast cede JIopory.

Brpyr KTo-TO %aJI00HO MUCKHYJ MPSMO Y HETo Mo HOCOM, M Bacbka yBuzen, 4To nepes HUM
koromtatcst Mbimara! Kporieunsle, ciemnble, HABEpHOE TOIBKO YTO POJMBIIMECS. ..

bp-p-p!!!

[Nouemy-To panbiie Backka mymai, uyto He 6outcs Mbieid. HaBepHoe, moTomMy 4To HUKOTIA
HE CTAJIKMBAJICS C HUMU JIMLIOM K Jniy! BepHee, Mopioit k Mopze. ..

Xots Jero 0osAThcs GecrmoMorIHor MatsHA? OHM BOOOIIE-TO Aaxe CUMITAaTUYHbIe, TPOra-
TeJIbHBIE TaKKE. . .
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Bacbka monbITasicsi paccCMOTPETh MBIIIAT TOJMYYIle ¥ MPUIBUHYICS K HUM MOOIMXe, HO BHE-
3aITHO KTO-TO KPUKHYJL:

— He nory6u! He nory6u! [letouek He TpOHB!

Bacbka OCTOpOXHO TIOBEpHYJI TOJIOBY M YBHJIEN CEPYI0 MBIIIKY, KOTOpas cujesa Ha 3aJHUX
JIaTKax, a MepeHue 3ajlaMbiBajia — Kak-TO COBCEM TO-YeioBeuecku. Ee ra3ku-O0yCHMHKY ObLITH BBIITY-
YeHBI C TAKUM YKacoM, 4To Bacbke crasio He 1o cebe.

TonbKo ceifyac 10 Hero JOIUIO, YTO MBIIIKA ero g0 cMeptu dourtcs! Y MOMT €ro... MOIUT
€ro He eCTb ee Mblar!

Bacbka BCTIOMHIJT cepbiii XBOCT, CBEIIMBAIOIIMIACS W30 PTa KOTa-MaJIb4yMKa, M €r0 CHOBA YyTh
HE CTOLIHUJIO.

— OHM HE B MOeM BKyce, — OypKHYJI OH. — Sl TyT mpocTo nosnsy, noHumaere? A OHU Ha IyTH
nexar! Memalor! MOXXHO X Kak-ToO... HY, B CTOPOHY... — OH MOTHYJI IOJIOBOM 11l HAJISITHOCTHU. —
[TonBUHYTH KaK-TO MOXHO?

V MBIIIKY 71432 TI0JIe3/M Ha J100, 1 Backka ee BrosiHe noHumai. OQHaKo pa3yM y Hee BCe ke He
OTIIMOI0: OHA OBICTPEHBKO BIEMMIIACH B OIHOTO MBIIIIOHKA 3y0aMu M MOTAIIMIA KyIa-TO B OOKOBOM
xox1. IToroM BepHynach 3a APyrum.

Bacbka nombITancst ObUI0 YCKOPHUTH MPOIIECC U MOATOIKHYTh OAHOTO U3 MBIIIAT, HO BCTIOMHIJI,
YTO YUTAJ B KAKOW-TO KHUXKKE: 3B€PU MOTYT OTBEPHYTBLCS OT JIETEHBIIIEH, €CJIM UX TPOTasl YeJOBeK
WM JJaKe PYToi 3Bepb, — 1 OOJIbIIIE He Jie3 He B CBOE JIeJ10, TOJIbKO B3JOXHYJI, HAOUPAsICh TEPIIECHHUS.

Hakower npotiecc sBaKkyaiyu IeTeHbIIIel 3aKoHIMICs. Bacbka TOIBKO MPOIOIKUIT ObLIO CBOM
MyTh TIOJI3KOM, KaK MBIIIIKa-MaTh BAPYT MpHOexaia CHOBa U MpoOOpMOTalia 3aCTeHUUBO:

— Cnacu6o tebe, KoTuiko-odopotens! 51 Teds oronaropapio. Kak nokmmuenis: «Meblim cepole,
TOJIEBbIE-JIOMOBBIC, SIBUTECh HA MOMOIIL!» — U s TYT e SIBMOCh Ha noxmory! M He TOJBKO s, HO U
BCE JIETH MOU, MBIIIIaTa.

«Xopolia rnojgMora oT Takux MajJsiBOK!» — nogyman Bacbkka, HO Bce ke OypKHYJ JOBOJIBHO
YHBUIOE «CHacHO0».

— He comHeBaiicsi, KOTUIIKO-000pOTeHb! — cepbe3HO CKasaja Mbllib. — He TompKo ragodara
OJIVH 32 JPYroro ctosT, Mbimara Toxe! [IpaBaa, ragiouara TOJIbKO MCTAT OOWAYMKAM, a MBIIIIaTa U
oTOIaronapuTh yMeroT!

— Jla 1 v HE COMHeBaICh, — HeOpeKHO MpodopmoTai Backka.

Mpimka OrecHya ri1a3kaMu-OyCMHKaMU U CKPbLIACh, a OH TIOTION3 JIAJIbIIIe.

Hakoner HeynoOHbI yTh KoHUMIICs. [lepen riazamMu mpoMenbKHYIT CBET, U Bacbka pBaHyJcs
ObLIO HAPYKY — J]a TOTYAC K€ M OTIPSIHYJ, OTOMY YTO MPSIMO Tiepe] HOCOM MEJIbKHYJIO YepHOe
KPBUIO.

Bopona!

Ha cuactbe, YibsiHa ero He 3ameyvasia, IOTOMY UYTO TOHsUIA IO IBOPY PhIKYIO KO304Ky. Ta co
CTpaxy M yCTaJIOCTH eJie AepXKalach Ha HOTax, TO U JIeJI0 CIIOTHIKAJIAch, a Oiesiia Tak TUXO U XPUILIO,
CJIOBHO COpBaJIa roJioc.

— Dii, eBKa IIymnasi, Ko3a HepasyMHasi! — KapKkHYJia BOPOHA. — A Hy CTyIail BOH Tyjia, B OaHbKY,
CBHIIIIM MHE TaM CEpOro KOTEHKa Jla TOHM ero cioaa!

Ko3ouka 3arornTanace Ha MecTe, 03UpasCh U SIBHO HE MpeJCTaBsis cebe, UTo HeB3pauHOe CTPO-
eHbHIIE TIOCPEeH 3aPOCIIEro COpHsIKaMu oropoaa — OaHs1. «MoxkeT ObiTh, Y KpbIJIOBBIX Ha 3aropoa-
HOM y4YacTKe CTOMUT KaKasi-HuOyb MIMKapHas cayHa? — HACMeIUTMBO noxyMait Baceka. — Hy uro ke,
ceiyac ux KJEeT Macca HOBbIX BIeUaTJICHU !

— Crona, mypuria! — 37100HO KapKHYJIa BOPOHA, CejIaB Kpyr HaJ OaHbKOM, a TIOTOM CIIUKHUPO-
BaJIa Ha KO3y, KJIIOBOM, KPbUJIbSIMU M KOI'TSIMU TOHSI €€ Yepe3 Oropoy B OaHbKe.

Koza nepeBanunach yepes nopor, 1 10 Bacbku goHecCs yKacHBI IPOXOT, TOMOT U LIYM.

«bannuk! OHa nporueBwm 6anauka! Hy, ol macr et qposna!»
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Bacbka oxugait, 4To ceifuac pa3iacTcs yke eMmy 3HaKOMBbI KPUK M IOCBUCT, OT KOTOPOTo KO3a
Kak cymaciie/masi BeIOSKUT BOH, OIHAKO OAHHMK TOYEMY-TO He TmofaBajl rosoca. CbieH ObLT
TOJIBKO IIyM, MOAHSITBHIN KO30H, KOTOpasi pa3biCKMBaja CEporo KOTEHKa, Hy a ero B OaHe, camo coOoii,
Y B TIOMHUHE He ObLIO.

«[louemy GanHMK MOITYUT? — BeTpeBOXmMIICcs Backka. — Uto ¢ HUM? Y3k He 3aTonTasa Jid ero
Kartbka ¢ nepernyry7»

Haxonen ko3a BeIBajMiIach BOH, OTYasiHHO MeMeKasi U MOTasl TOJIOBOM, B CTpaxe KOCsICh Ha
BOPOHY, KOTOpas MO-NIPEeKHEMY KPYKUJIa Hall OTOPOJOM.

— Hy ut0? — kapkHyna BeapMa YibsiHa. — Haria?

Ko3zouka ertie cuiibHel 3aMoTalia rojloBoi u 3akpuyaia roinocoM Karbku KpbuioBoii:

— Hery Tam Hukoro! Hukakoro korenkal!

— A GaHHUKa TaM BujesIa? — KapKHYJIa BOPOHA.

— Koro? — ucnyranno npo6nesina ko3a Karbka, 1 BOpoHa pa3pakeHHO MaxHyJ1a KPbUIOM:

— Hukoro! Kyna x onu 00a nogeBasucs?.. JIaqHo, moToM oThIILy. A Tenepb, Qypa-ko3a, oeru
B JIECOK — OeJIeHy pBaTh-TOITATh !

U ona morHasia Ko3y uepe3 OropojiHylo KaJIMTKY B OJTM3KO TOACTYIHMBIIHI JieC.

%k % %

— 41 He MOHMMAIO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, — ITpodopmoTan Tumodees-crapmmii. — Takoe Brievate-
HHE, YTO MHE HaJI0 K IICUXHUATPy 0OpaTUThCS. DTO MPOCTO HABSI3UMBAsI UJlesl Kakasi-To!

7Kena THxo muiakasa, MoOIIaXuBasi €ro pyky.

— A MoOxeT ObITh, IIPOCTO OT NepeyTomiieHus1? — BexymnHyna Bepa Cepreena. — [onexurib
J0OMa, B TUILIUHE, OTAOXHEIIb OT MPOOJIEM. . .

3a CTEeHKOH pa3fiajcs CTPAIIHBIA IT'POXOT, Kak OYATO CO cTeulaka pa3oM PyXHY/IU BCe KHUTH,
a MOTOM TOCIIBIIIAJICS APOOHBIH MEPECTYK, Kak OyITo KTO-TO Oerasl Ha 4YeTBepeHbKaXx.

— Ha, — yabuio mensayn Tumodees, — Hall oM — caMoe MOAXOMSIIEe MECTO T TOro, YTOOBI
JIeXaTh B TUIIMHE U OTABIXaTh OT Mpooiem!

7Kena 3aKkpbiia 171a3a pyKamu:

— 41 roxxe HU4ero He nonumato! Hu-ve-ro! 3naeninb, uto MHe ckazana Mapraputa ImutpueBHa?

Tak 3Bajii X COCEAKY C IIECTOro STaxa.

— Omna ckazasia, 4TO BHJe/a, Kak Bacbka crippIruBas o OaJIkOHaM Ha MYCTBIPb M TOHSUT TaM
KaKHMX-TO KO3!

— Kakux eme ko3?! — paccepauiicss Tumogees. — Ita Maprapura [IMUTpreBHAa BEYHO HATOBO-
put HeusBecTHO yero! OTKyga BO3bMYTCS KO3bI B IIeHTpe ropoaa?!

— Ilers, THl yTO? — C yOMBIEHHEM NIOCMOTpEa Ha Hero xeHa. — Ko3bl — 310 epynga! OHa cka-
3aia, 4yTo Backka cryckasics, npsiras no 6ankonam! C msitoro sraxal

— Kak o6e3bsiHa, 4T0o 1? — monbitayics yeMexHyThes: TumodeeB. — Coymiaii 6osbie Mapra-
puty IMutpureBHy !

7Kena B3IIsiHY/Ia HA HETO MIOJIHBIMHU CJIe3 IJ1a3aMu:

— Her, He kak o6e3bsina. Maprapura [IMutpueBHa ckazana: «[Ipbiran kak Kot!»

TumoceeB He ycries HIYero ckazaTb, IIOTOMY YTO KeHa BIIPYT CXBaTHUJIA €r0 32 PYKY.

— Tume! — BeiOXHYIA OHA. — ThI CABIIMIIE? !

W3-3a CTEHKM JOHOCWIIMCH KaKMe-TO CTPaHHbIe 3BYKH, HAIOMHUHAIOIIME IPOMKOE MSyKaHbE,
KOTOPOE MEePEMEeKaIOCh CEPAUTHIM (PBIPKAHbEM.

— Yro Takoe? — mpodopmotan TumodeeB. — Y Hac 4To, KOT 3aBesics?

— 310 He KOT, — npoienTaia Bepa CepreeBHa. — 1o Halll ChiH!
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Bacpka BiieTen1 B 6aHBKY — Ja Tak U 3aMep Ha ropore. Ita aypa Katpka KppuioBa ycrpowmia
CTpaITHbIA OecropsIoK !

Kanka Obl1a onpokuHysa, Bojia BBUIMJIACH, B JTyKHIIAX IJ1aBasia OKYyXJiast JIMCTBA, 00OpBaHHAS
c Oepe30BbIX BEHMKOB, B KOTOPBIX OOBIYHO IpsATasics OaHHMK. KomueHorast jaBKa Bajisijiach BBEpPX
Horamu. ['oJible MpyThsi, OCTaBIIMECS OT BEHUKOB, ObLTM OechOPMEHHOM Ky4el CCHIMaHbl B YIIIy, a
HECKOJIbKO HEJIETO TOpYaIy TaM U CsIM U3 IIieJiel, OyITo UX TyJa HApOuHO 3a4eM-To BOTKHY/ M. [lepe-
MyraHHasi Ko3a OT ycepaus Aaxe BbIMella U3 KaMEHKH 30Ty BEKOBOW JTaBHOCTH !

— Hu-4e-ro cebe! — ¢ yxacom mpoctoHan Bacbka, v BAPYT ero oOys1 ICTUHHBIA yKac: a Kak
BOOOIIIE NIepeskiT OAaHHUK pasopeHue cBoero xummia? Wnu. .. He nepexun?.. UTo, ecim oH JIeKUT
rae-HUOY/Ib MOJ TPYA0i 0OJIOMKOB, YMEpeB OT pa3pbiBa cepama?!

Bacbka B3BbLIL:

— Kyspmuu! [lenymika! Bpar o1 moit! I'ne To1? OT30BUCH!

I'opa 6epe30BbIX MPYThEB C1a00 MIEBEIbHYIACh, M OTTYAA Pa3aaoch cradoe:

— Tyt s! I'ne x mHe ObITH?

Bacbka puHysics Briepe/l U IIPUHSIICS PAaCIIBBIPUBATH MPYThs Jankamu. HakoHel oHu pasznere-
JIMCh B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, ¥ €70 PaAOCTHOMY B30pY sIBMIICS OaHHUK Ky3pMu4: B chexaBiiiein HaOeK peHb
I1anKe, B 0OOPBAaHHBIX JIUCTBSIX — 37I0M-TIPE3JIOi, HO BIIOJTHE SKMBOH!

— AX, noranka! Ax, 370Bpe/iHUIIA ! — IPUYMTAJT OH CKPUITYUYUM OT HEHaBUCTH rosiocoM. — He 3ps
BCsI HEUMCTasl CHJIa KO3be TuieMsi TepreTh He MokeT! Hy, monmaauce Tonbpko MHE — 51 Te0s. .. 51 1eOs. . .

Ot BO3MYyIIIeHMsI OAHHUK HE CMOT MTPOJOJIKATh, TOJIBKO MOTPsICAT KyJa4KaMy U TOTAI OOCBIMU
HOKOHKaMH.

Ho Bce-Taku oH ObUT 1B — kB! Bacbka c4acTIMBO YIBIOHYJICS M HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHIJT 3HAMe-
HUTBIA MYJIBTHK PO OPEMEHCKUX MY3bIKAaHTOB: «IlocIeIHUM BBHIOpaJICS METYX — U3PSIHO OIIUITaH-
HBI, HO HEMOOE K IEHHBIN | »

— 3pst THI KO3y OpaHMIIIb, — CKa3aJl OH JIACKOBO. — DTO BeJlb ObliIa AEBYOHKA, KOTOPYIO IIpeBpa-
THJIa B KO3Y BefibMa YJibsiHa. VIMEHHO OHa 3acTaBuIia KO3y TBOIO OAHIO Pa3opUTh, YTOOBI MEHsI HATH !
Tak 4TO 3TO BCe U3-3a MeHs clyunsiock. Ecim Tebe oxoTta KOro-HuOyAb Mopyrarh, TO JIydllle MEHs
pyraii. Kcrarm, s1 Te0s emie He moonaronapu 3a TBoW Kpuk! Tl BOBpeMs CUTHAUI Mofiall, 1 Kak pas
YCTIEJT CIIPSITAThCS.

— Hy xoTb Ha 3TOM criacu6o! — OypkHy1 OaHHHK, SIBHO OTXOJIsI U YCTIOKaUBasICh. — A Teriepb CKa-
3bIBald TIOCKOpei, Kak Ja uTo Tebe Mapdyika ropopuia. OOMOIBUIACH XOTh CJIOBEYKOM TaHBIM?

— OOMONBIIIACK-TO OOMOJIBUJIACH, HO. .. — Bacbka B310XHYI. — ECTh TYT CBOM CJIOXKHOCTH, Kak
MOOUT TOBOpUTH MOH Tara. 1 Tebe Bce pacckaxy, TONBKO JaBaid, MOXKET, cHavayia yoepemcs TyT
HeMHoro, a? 51 TeGe momory!

Mama, KOHeUHO, yrasna Obl B OOMOPOK OT CYACThs, YCIIBIIIAB TaKOe, MogyMan Backka, HO BeIb
OH ObLIT nepel GaHHUKOM B OTPOMHOM JIOATY M HAaBECTH XOTs Obl MOA0OME MOpsijiIka — 3TO caMoe
MaJioe, YTO OH MOT CIeJIaTh.

OnHako Tako#l peakly Ha CBOE CaMOOTBEPKEHHOE M BEJIMKOAYIIHOE TpeiokeHrne Bacbka
HE OXKHIAT.

— Jla 6poch ThI! — MpeHeOpeKUTEIbHO MaxHyNl pykoi Ky3bmuu, BeicymaB ero. — Yero Tyt
HaBOAUTH-TO 0c000? Thdy, Tom Aa nutern!

[Tpu 3THX cIOBax OH M B caMOM JieJie TUTIOHYJT Ha TT0JI, IIPUTOITHYJT O0COM IMATKOM, XJIOMHY/I B
CMOpILIEHHBIE JIAJIOMIKYN — U, K TIOJTHOMY OCTOJOeHeHUI0 Bacbku, B OaHbKe BOIAPHJIICS COBEPILIECHHO
TOT e MOPSI/IOK, KAKOW ObLIT YTPOM.

W3 paznoMaHHBIX JOIIEYEK CIOKUIIMCH Bepa U CKPENMIIMCh piKaBbIMU 00oaKaMu. OTpoKHUHY-
Tasi KaJIKa MOAHSIACh, U BCs BOJA KAKMM-TO 00pa30M CHOBA OKa3ajach B Hed. 30j1a ¢ HIypIIaHueM
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BTSIHYJIaCh B KAMEHKY, 3aCTaBUB Bacbky pacumxarbcsi. [0nble pyThs ONEHCh PKABBIMH JIUCTUKAMMU
Y CJIOKWJIMCh TOPKOM B YIUTY. .. M IaXe MayTHHA BHOBb OILIesIa MIOTOJIOK M yIJIbi!

— He cma6o! — Bocxutmiics Backka. — Bot 310, 1 nonnmaro, Tor ga murer!

— [neBoe neno, 51 x Tede roBopio! — moxaJ rieyrnkaMyu OaHHUK U HETEPIEIUBO BOCKJIMKHYJT: —
Ila pacckasbiBail e, He ToMu!

Bacbka npuHsiics pacckassiBarh. Ky3bMud ciymian 4pe3BblYaiiHO BHUMATENIBHO, HE mepedu-
BaJI, HE MEPECIpalnBajl, TOJIbKO HHOTA — BUAUMO, OT TIOJTHOTHI YYBCTB! — BCIUIECKMBAJI PyKaMH U
BOCKJIMIIAJ:

— AX, Bpaxbs CHJIa, He K HOUM Oy/ib IOMsIHYyTA!

— Kak Tb1 tymaerpb, Kakux OpaTbeB «3-3-3», — Bacbka mocrapajics Kak MOXHO TOUHee n300pa-
3UTh TOT 3BYK, KOTOPBII U3/1aBaJ IOPTPET, — uMea B Buay Mapda MoparumosHa?

— Ha Gec ux 3Haer! — moxau miedamMu OaHHMK. — 3-3... 3nemHux? Het, y YibsHbl OpaTbeB
BpoJie He ObLIO. .. 3HATHBIX ? 3HAMEHUTHIX ? 310pOBBIX ?

— 3106HBIX ? — ToAXBaTUI Backka. — 3momux ? 3710BpeaHbIX ?

— 3natonwx? — npennonoxui Ky3smud. — 3aBeTHbIX ? 3akabIdHbIX ? 3aMyp3aHHbIX ? 3a0bIB-
YUBBIX ?

— 3arpaHuuHbIX ? — TSKEO B3JOXHYJ Bacbka, BCIOMHUB, KaK OHU BCEW CEMbel e3VJIH Mpo-
nuibiM Jietom B bosnrapuio Ha 3nathl [Iscipl. — 30510ThIX ? 3HONHBIX ? 3aropesbix ?

— 3anéTHpIX ? — BbINAIWIT OAaHHUK. — 3eMIISTHBIX ? 3UMHUX ? 3aypsiHbIX 7

— 3apasHbIX? — U3 NOC/eIHUX cuil Harpsraics Bacbka. — 3Hakombix? 3aHyaHbIX ? 3epKajib-
HbIX ? 3akomueHHbIX ? Bee, s1 6ombilie He 3Halo ¢JI0B Ha «3»! A, BOT ele — 30MOMPOBAHHBIX !

bannuk Ky3pMuY DIsiHYJI Ha HETO AMKUMU IVIa3aMU U 3a4aCTUIL:

— 3akomnnoBanHbix? 3ybacthix? 3aBUCTIMBBIX? 3aHATHIX? 3aHATHBIX? 30pKux? 3nmonamsr-
HbIX? 3ameuaTesbHbIX ? 3arajouHbIx ?

Tyt Ky3pmuu ymonk. Bugumo, v oH Beigoxcs !

— 3T0 CTO Myl0B OHM OYAyT 3aMeyaTesibHble, €CIM PACTPABSITCS C YIbsSHOM! — coracuics
Bacbka. — V1 oHUM, KOHEYHO, IOJKHBI OBITH 3aKOJIJIOBAHHbIE — B CMBICJIE KOJIYHBI, TOJIBKO ITOCHJIBHEH,
yeM oHa. U, HaBepHOe, He 3a0bIBYMBBIMH, a 3TONAMSTHBIMH, €CJTA 3aXOTAT CBECTH C Hel cueTH. .. Ho
TOKa TOJTHEHIIas 3aca/ia, uTo ke MMEeHHO XoTesa cka3ath Mapda MoparnmoHa!

— 3aHuMaresbHbIe 3araJKy 3ampocTo 3arajiblBaTh IO 3aBTpa 3a3psi, — COIVIACHO KMBHYN OaH-
HUK. — 3aBeTHas 3a/1aya — 3aCTaBUTh 3arOBOPUTh 3aMOPOKEHHO 3aMoOJuaBInylo Mapdymky u
3aMBICJTBI 3BePOOOPA3HON YIIbsIHBI 3aITHOUTS !

— Cron, cron, Ky3pmuu! — kpukHyn Baceka. — XBarut! Mbl cefiyac OT 3TUX 3-3-3 CBUXHEMCs |
3amomuu!

— 3aMonKa, — KUBHY/I OaHHMK M B CAMOM JieJie YMOJIK, HO HEHI0JIro: — 3acuM 3aroBOpio
3aHOBO: 3HAIO 3aBETHBIN 3aTEIIUBBIN. . .

— Ilepecranb! — cHOBa kKpukHyn Bacbka. — XBatut! B ymax 3-3-38eHuT!

Ky3bmuu 3axait JIaIolKaMu poT ¥ IOCUEN TaK HECKOJIbKO MIHOBEHHIA, TIOTOM HavaJ:

— 3Halo 3aBETHBIN. . .

Bacbka nokocusicsi cypoBo, HO OaHHUK YIPSIMO MOBTOPUIL:

— 3Halo 3aBETHBIN CMOCO0, KaK CaMOr0 HEPa3roBOPUYMBOIO YEJIOBEKA Pa3rOBOPUTH.

— Hy u kak xe? — Hacropoxwuicst Bacpka.

— Boo0e Takux crocoOoB /1Ba, — CIOBOOXOTJIMBO Hayasl ObIBIIMI 3HaXaph. — [1epBbIil TaKoB.
HyXHO CKpBITHOMY YeJIOBeKY HE3aMETHO IMOJIOKHTH 32 Ma3yXy sI3bIK COOAKU M XBOCT COPOKH.

— Tel ceppe3Ho? — cipocui Bacbka HeTOBEPUUBO.

— Cepbe3sHeil HeKya! — KUBHYJI OaHHVIK.

— T 32 ma3yxy moprpery Kakum oOpa3oM 4YTO-TO MOJOKUIIL? — He 0e3 eXUACTBA CIPOCHIT
Bacpka. — K Tomy ke KT0, nipearnosnaraercs, OyaeT oTpe3aTh Y cOOaKHu SI3bIK, a Y COPOKH XBOCT? S,
yro mu? Hy Her! DtoT BapuanT ornagaer! [oBopH, Kakoi BTOPO# crocod.
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— Hy, 310 3HaunTensHO mpote, — 3asBui Ky3pmud. — BeIpbIBAIOT U3 TOJOBBI KaKOW-HUOYIb
CBaxH TPH CEIBIX BOJIOCA U ETUISIIOT UX Ha OfIEX/IY TOMY, KOTO Pa3rOBOPUTD KeJaloT.

— B camom jiernie miporiie mpocToro, — ropecTHo yiabioHyscs Backka. — Octasioch cBaxy HaTu
Y TpU BOJIOCA Y HEe BHIAPATh.

— Jla vero ee uckarb? — noxain rnaedyamu 6aHHUK. — CBaxa 3HatHasi Arpadena Hukurnuna B
JepeBHE KUBET, BO3JIE 9TOTO, KaK €ro 3BaTh-TO... BO3JIE raMa3uHa, Ije XJ1eO0M TOPryIoT.

— Hy xoporo, a kak Thl Hpeiaraenib CBaXMHbI BOJIOCH! JOOBITh? — HEJOBEPUUBO CIPOCHIT
Baceka.

— Hawm ee 6anHuk nomosxer, — yemexnysicst Kyzpmuy.

— V Hee cOOCTBeHHBIN OaHHUK ecTh?! — ropa3wics Bacbka.

— Bor ke autsaTKO Masoe, Hepa3yMHOe! — CHUCXOIUTENIBHO B3MISIHYT Ha Hero Kyssmuu. — YV
BCSIKOTO YeJIOBEeKa CBOsI OaHbKa MMeeTcsl, Hy a B OaHbke KTo kuBeT? BanHuk! Thl 4TO )€ aymMaelb,
s oquH Ha cBete? Her, O6par Thl MOH, B KaKkylo OaHbKY HM 3aIJISIHU — MOUX POIUYEH YBUIWIIb. ..
KOHEYHO, €CJI OHH cOOIaroBoyiAT Tede mokazarbess. Camo coOoit, OHM OaHHUKH PUPOHBIS, OT BeKa,
ele ¢ TeX BpeMeH, Kak Muxaui-apxaHres CBep3uJl BOMHCTBO Bpara 4esioBedeckoro ¢ Heoec. Yeptu
TOT/Ia YN KTO KyJa: UHbIE B PEKH — U CAENAINCH BOASHBIMH, UHBIE B JOMa — CTaJId JOMOBBIMH,
MHbIe B 60JI0Ta 1 Jieca — TaM 3aBeJTCh OOJIOTHUKH U JIEIIE. . .  UHble B OAaHU YTOAWUIIA — HY Y TIOBEJIHCh
C TeX Mop OaHHUKH.

— Tak, noHsaTHO! — oxuBwiIcs Backka. — Tak uto TH mpeasaraenib? YToOsl 51 cOeraa K ToMmy
OaHHUKY U TOMPOCHUII €rO. . .

— Hy, rynocty, oH TeOsi U CiyIiaTh He CTaHeT, — oTMaxHyscs Ky3spmuu. — MHe camoMy ero
MPOCUTH HYkHO. CaMosIM4HO!

— IToromgu, Tl e Bposie TOBOPHJI, YTO TeOe 3a OPOT X0y HeT... — yAMBWICS Bacbka.

— D710 npaBaa, — KUBHYJ OaHHUK. — BHIATH He MOTy, a BbleXaTh — 3alpoCTO.

— B yem xe? — uzymmicsi Bacbka.

— B crapom nanre, uynmino! — 3acmesiicst ObIBIINI 3HAXaph. — VI3BECTHO M3/1peByie — KOJIU HAaJ0
TapaKaHOB WJIHM, K TIPUMEPY, HEUUCTh C MECTa Ha MeCTa MEePEeHeCTH, UIIH IS STOTO CTapbIi JIArOTh.
Bor 1 y MeHs OH npunaces.

C MU crtoBamy OaHHUK HBIPHYJI TOJI KAMEHKY M BCKOPE BBIOpAJICS OTTY/IA, BOJIOYA KaKYI0-TO
CMEIIIHYIO TarouKy, CIUIETEHHYIO M3 CepPhIX MbUIbHBIX MoJocouek. K 3aaHuKy ObUT IPUBSI3aH OTPHI30K
BEPEBOYKH.

— Tak BOT OH KaKoi — HACTOSAIIINI JIANIOTh! — MOYTUTELHO TTpodopMoTas Backka. — A Kak OH
TeOs1 moBe3er?

— Yr0 %) TeOe NarnoTh — CAaHU-CaMOXO/Ibl 7 — CepANTO IIsAHYI Ha Hero Ky3pmud. — Cam OH HUKOTO
MOBE3TH HUKY/Aa HE MOXET — Thl MEHs MoBe3ellb. Bo3bMelb 3ydamu BOH 32 00OPKY, — OH MOKa3al
Ha BEpEeBOYKY, — M TOTSIHEIb MEHs Ky/la HaJOOHO. A He XOuelllb 3y0aMu, Tak s )KUBEHBKO YIPSIKb
cmacrepio!

Bacbka TspKeso B3JOXHYJI, IPEACTaBHB ceOsl B YIPSIKH, U TIOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Her, s nyume 3ybamu. Tonbko CKakH, Kyza exaTb.

— Tw1 3121 Be3u! — OXKUBIICS OaHHUK. — A C JOPOTH Kak-HUOYIb He coObemcs !

OH NOITONMKHYJI JIAMOTh K TIOPOTY ¥ pe3BO BCKOYMJI K HEro, MFTHOBEHHO YMEHBIIIMBIIIUCH B pa3-
Mepax Tak, YTO eMy yIaJIoch 3a0UThCs B caMblii HOCOK. U eciii Ob1 Backbke HaBcTpeuy morasicst Kakou-
TO YeJIOBEK, OH OBl YBHUEJ TOJIBKO KOTEHKA, KOTOPBIA 3a4€M-TO TAIIUT CTAPbIA-TIPECTAPhI JIAMOTb.

Kapruna, koHeuHO, 3a0aBHas1, HO 0COOOT0 BHUMAaHU s He MPHUBJIKatoIiasi. MaJjo i 4to ObIBaeT
Ha cBere!

Jlarote ObLT OYeHb JIETKUM, Ja ¥ OaHHWK, KOHEUHO, Beca He MPHOABIIsI, HO YK OOIBHO
HEeyI0OHO OKa3aJIoch €ro BOJIOYb !
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C Bacpku ceMb TIOTOB COIILIO, ITOKA OH BBIOpAJICs U3 OaHbKU M TalHOW OKPYKHOH TPOIKOM
niepeOpavics uepe3 oropon! Ky3sMud Besies1 uATu 10 «raMa3uHa» POIIUIIeH — Tak, ecKaTh, Kopode, —
OJIHAKO M 3TOT MyTh MoKa3asicsi Bacbke HEBOOOPA3UMO JTTMHHBIM !

— IIpageii 6epu, — GyOHMIT HAJl yXOM OaHHUK, — a Terepsb JieBei. [Ipsmo, MpsiMo. .. OCTOpOKHEH,
kouku! 151711, Nomayko, Kyaa ckadelib, Kak Obl celoka He oTepsi!

Wb 161, oH eme 1 myTKy mytut! Cam Obl morpodosad!

VY Bacpku KyTKO pa30osesuch 3yObl, HO OH HE pa3KMUMajl MX HA Ha MTHOBEHHUE, He Kesas
MEJIJIUTh Ha IYTH K CIIACEHUIO.

U Bapyr. ..

— Jlenatp Hevero, 4To Ju? — pa3jgaics psaaAoM MPOTUBHbIA BU3IJIMBbINA I0JIOC.

Bacbka nogHs1 rosioBy ¥ 0OHAPYKUJI, YTO HAXOJUTCS TIOCPEH KAaKOK-TO MOJISIHKH, HA KOTOPOM
TpaBa 4acThIO BHIPBAHA U CJIOKEHA B Ky4y.

Ha st0i1 Kyue TonTanacek peikas ko3ouka. Karbka Kpsutosa!

— Tanky pBaHylo TackaeT, — IpoBopuaa oHa. — HeHopMasbHBIN KOT KaKOW-TO!

Bacbka He BblIEpKal.

— Cama Thl HEHOpMaJIbHAsI, — CEPIUTO CKa3al OH. — A sl TAKOM ke KOT, Kak Tl — Ko3a! U1 310
HUKaKas He Tarka, a JlaroTh, YT0O ThI 3Haja!

TumoceeB-crapimii Jiexxal 1 CMOTpes B OKHO. B OKHe BHIHEIOCh TEeMHOE HOUHOE HeOO, rie
cabo cBeTHIa JIyHa.

«Yro npoucxogur? — gymai oH. — UTo mpoucxoauT co MHOU U ¢ MOMM CbhiHOM? TloueMy Mbl
O6ounMcs 3aiTH K HEMY B KOMHATy, KOIJIa HAQUMHAETCS 9TO KoTorpeacTaBieHue? Uto ¢ Hamu BAPYT
ciyunsiock? C 4ero Bce 3T0 HAYaIoCh ?»

7Kena, npesx/ie ueM yCHYTb, CKa3asa:

— Hac Bcex kak OyATO MPOKJISUIM C TOM MHMHYTHI, Kak Bacbka BHIOPOCKII M3 MAIlIUHBI STOTO
KOTEHKa!

— XBaTHT IIIYNOCTU TOBOPUTH, — OypKHY! Tumocdees. — Criu, yTpo Beuepa myapenee!

W BOT xeHa ycHyIa, a OH JiekKa U CMOTpEJI Ha JIyHY.

[Tops Tumodeer HapouHO He 3aepHYJ. B TeMHOTe cpa3y 3axoyercs criaTh. A BIPYT CHOBa
npucHuTCs Kiaaaoume? Hajgo noxaaTses, Korja HauHeT paccBeTaTh, M TOJIBKO TOTA YCHYTh.

XoTs BUepa, Korja oH YCHyJI Ha paboTe, CTaJIO SICHO, YTO COJTHEYHBIN CBET — HUKaKas He moMexa
KOIIIMapy.

Kommapy, kotopsiil 3akoHunTCs TeM, 4to oH, Ilerp Tumodees, coitner B Moruiay Apyroro
[Merpa Tumodeena! A urto Oyaer nenarh TOT, KTO OCBOOOIUT €My MecTo?

— OH npuzer B TBOM A0M U OyJeT 3/1€Cb THUTh 32KMBO, — PA3/1aJiCsl Uy Th CIIBIIIHBIN HIETIOT.

Tumodpees pesko cell.

Yro 3HauaT 311 cnosa? Kto ux npousHec? Vnu oH Bce-Taky YCHYJI M BO CHE CHOBA TMOSIBUJIACh
OHa, Ta KEeHIIMHA C IJIa3aMU TEMHBIMH, CJIOBHO pa3BepcTasi MOTUJIA, M TIPE/IpeKJia TaKyIo KyTh?

Ho nouemy oH He oka3ajicsi CHoBa Ha KJjiaaouiiie, eciiv ycHyn? Y 9ToT rosoc — skeHcKui rojoc! —
He OBbUT TOJIOCOM YepHOIJIa30i BeibMbl. V1 OH 3ByUast He BO CHe, a HasiBy, TUModeeB B TOM yBepeH!

X0 ronoca, 4yanuIoch, Bce elle BUTaio B koMHarte. Hepebl TuModeeBa ObUM Tak HAITPSKEHBI,
YTO OH CJIOBHO ObI BUJIeJT HEKUH 3BYKOBOH CJIejI, BUJIENI HEKOe MepliaHue, pesiBiiiee B Bo3ayxe! U Bot
OH BCTaJI, U TIOIIEJ 1O 3TOMY ClIe[ly, CTapasiCh IBUTaThCsl HECTBIIIHO — OCOOEHHO KOTJa MUHOBAJI
BacbkuHy nBepb! — M HaKOHEIl CMyTHOE MepIIaHWe MPUBEJIO €ro B KOPUAOP — U MOMEPKJIO Tepe
ABEPbIO KJIAJOBKH.

TumodpeeB MOCTOSII, MPUCITYIIUBASACH U yOeKaass ceOst B TOM, YTO Y HEro MpocTo MyTUTCS B
rOJIOBE, 3BEHUT B YIIIaX M BCE TaKOE, a 32 JBEPhIO KJIAJJOBKM HUYETO HET M ObITh HE MOXKET, KpoMe
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Kakoro-to crapbsi. Ho Bce ke OH HaBeqaJicsl Ha KyXHIO M B35UT TaM MaJIeHbKHIA TONIOPUK ISl pyOKH
Msca.

370 OBLIO CMEIIHO U TJIYIO, OJIHAKO OH MOYYBCTBOBAN ceOsl rOpa3zio CIIOKOWHee, KaK BCSKUIA
YeJIOBEK, Y KOTOPOTO MOSIBUJIOCHh OPYKUE — CPEJICTBO 3aILUTHI.

C s1tum tonopukoM TumodeeB BepHyJIcs K KJIaJOBKE U PACHaxHYJI ABEPb, TOJIBKO B MOC/IEAHEE
MTHOBEHHE CIIOXBATUBIIIKCh, YTO CJIEA0BAJIO OBl B35ITh (DOHAPUK: B KJIAJOBKE He OBLIO CBETA.

Ho, kak HU CTpaHHO, OH OTIMYHO PA3IJISACI JISKAIIUA Ha TPyAe BCAKOTO XJlaMa JIMCT Oymarw,
CBEpHYTHIH B TpyOKy. Kazasoch, Gymara cBeTuTCSsl M3HYTpH !

A Benb 3TO HUKaKas He Oymara, BOpyr cooOpasui TumodeeB. ITo cTapblil XOJICT: 3arajiouHast
MOJIOBUHKA MIOPTPETa, KOTOpPbI MpHciaia eMy Kakas-to B. V. YrpiomoBa BMecTe ¢ 3aBelianieM Ipa-
6a6ku — Mapdsl IOparuMoBHBI YTPIOMOBO¥.

TumoeeB MrHoBeHHe CMOTpEJT Ha XOJICT, & TIOTOM BAPYT PEIINIICS — U, IPUXKaB K ceOe TOMOPUK
JIOKTEM, Pa3BEPHYJI XOJICT.

W 4yTh HEe BBIPOHWII, Y)KACHYBILIMCh: MOJIOBUHKA JIULIA HAa IOPTpeTe OXuJa!

[Noxosxe, mOPTPETy UTO-TO CTPAIIIHO HE HPABUTCS — TAK MOPIIIJICS JIOO, CXOIMIIACh K TIepEeHO-
CHIIe €JMHCTBEHHAsI OPOBb, TAK KPUBHUIICS U CKUMAJICS POT, CJIOBHO OBl TIBITASICH YAEPXKATh PBYILIHECS
U3 HEro CJIOBa:

— Ilorosopu c Ilerpom! He cnasaiicsi, He Tpych, a TO BebMa YIIbsiHA BCIO TBOIO CEMBIO TOJL
kopeHb ussener! ep...

Bbio moxosxe, 4To MOpTpeT coOmpasicsi cKazarh «JlepKuch!», OHAKO B STOT MHUT TOMOPHUK
BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3-1107 JIOKTS1 TrModeeBa 1 ¢ rpoXOTOM yIail Ha MOJ.

T'onoc cMonk, OyaTo 0OpyOUsIo ero, M XOJICT TIepecTayl CBETUTHCS.

Heckonpko mraosenmii TumodeeB erie kaaji, He 0)KMBET JIU MOPTPET BHOBb, OJHAKO TENEPhb
OH CHOBA CTaJl CTApBIM-TIPECTAPBIM MOTPECKABILIMMCS OJIOTHOM.

TumodeeB cBEpHYI €ro, MOJNOKWI Ha MPEKHEE MECTO, OLIYIbIO HAllleJl Ha IOy TONOPUK U
3amnep JBepb KiaagoBou. [ormen Ha KyXHIO, TIOJIOKMII TOIOPUK HA MECTO, a MOTOM ceJl Ha TadyperT,
CKpECTHJI PyKH Ha CTOJIe, CKJIOHWJI HA HUX TOJIOBY U 3aKpbL1I IJ1a3a.

OH 3HaJ1, 4TO ceillvyac YCHET, HO He XOTeJl BO3BPAIllaThCsl B CMAJIBHIO.

Bosiicst, yTo HAYUHET KpUYaTh OT CTpaxa U MeperyraeT keHy. A el U Tak TSKKo, OeqHoi. Myx
CTaJI KAKUM-TO TIPUIAJ0YHbIM, ChIH. .. C CIHOM BOOOIIE HEBECTh UTO TBOPUTCs!

Heckomnbko MraoBennii TumodpeeB x1ai, Korjua siBUTCS COH, YTOOBI BCTPETUTD €T0 C IOCTOMH-
CTBOM, HE TPACACH OT CTpaxa, HO KOIIMap HaBaJMJICS BHE3AIMHO, OyATO KTO-TO HAOPOCKII Ha TOJIOBY
YyepHoe ofesI0 U Hayasl AymuTb. Horn BMur 3aneneneny, u Tumodees, elie HU4ero He BU/isl, MOHSL,
YTO CHOBA CTOUT Ha KJIAI0UIIIE, POBAIMBIIMCH B MOTHIIBHYIO 3€MITIO.

%k % %

BriontHe MoxHO ObUTO OXMOaTh, uTo ObiBIIass Katbka KpbutoBa, ycnwimaB BacekuH rosoc,
HUIeTTHeTCs] B 0OMOpOK ¢ nepernyry! OjHako OHa TOJIbKO MOACKOUMIIAa METpa Ha MOJITopa, IIOTOM Koe-
KaK yTBEPAMJIACh Ha PAa3be3KABIIMXCS KOMBITHAX M MTPOOIiesia c1adbiM TOJOCUIIIKOM:

— K10 3107 K10?! [ToOuemy TbI roBopuIlb yesnoBedeckum rogocom?! Tel 000poTeHs?!

— Jla Beap THI M camMa 000pOTEeHb, — Bo3pasmil Bacbka. — TeOst BOpoHA — HA CaMOM Jiesie 9TO
BeibMa YIIbsiHA — U BAaCWJIUCK B KO3Y NPEBPATUJIM.

— Bacumick ?! — Y3kue 3esieHble KO3bM I71a3a CTaJId KPYIJIBIMU OT YIMBJIeHUs1. — Bpelib Tl Bee.
Bupen O6b1 Bacmiicka — yxe ymep Obl cTo pas!

— 3pech apyrue BaCUIMCKM, HE TaKue, Kak B XorBaprce, — NosiCHUI Baceka.

— Otkyga bl Ipo XoreapTe 3Haelb? — HacTopokuiack Kareka. — [1po I'appu [ottepa unran?

— W yuran, u KuHO cMOTpeJ1, — KUBHYJI Bachbka.
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— Ilorogu-ka... — Bapyr Hacropoxuiachk Karbka KpbutoBa. — S TBO# rosioc panblie cipliiana.
Tol B Hatei mkosne yuwicsi? B uerbipHaaaToi?

— Ara, — OypkHyn Bacbka, pelms, 4To 3anmparbcst HeT CMbIca. — Yuwicsi. B cenpMoit epertien,
Kak u Thl. I Bacummii Tumodees.

— Tumodeenr?! — pozonuina Karbka. — 3HauuT, THl 3TO HAPOYHO MOACTPOUSI? XOTesl MHE OTO-
MCTHTD, 4TO s TOrJa ¢ TOOOM TaHIleBaTh He romnia?!

— U cebe s TOXe MOACTPOMII — KOTEHKOM CTajl? — HeBeceslo ycMexHyscsi Backka. — Her, 310
BCe BebMa TMojacTpouna!

— Hy, HaJo erie BBISICHUTB, IOUYEMY OHA C TOOOH Tak MOCTyIuiIa! — 3aHOCUMBO cKazasia Kpbl-
noBa. — Thl BelbMe, HABEPHOE, UTO-TO CHEJAI. .. KaKylO-TO rajocTh... He mpocto ke Tak oHa Tebs
npeBparuia!

— A Teb6s npocto Tak? — GeIpkHYT Bacbka. — Tl ke MPOCTO Tak cHjesa Ha MyCThIpe U HOI'TH
Ma3aja TO CBOel Pa3HOIIBETHON BOHIOUKOM, a BeflbMa TeOsI B3sj1a U MpeBpaTiia B Ko3y!

— Otkyaa Tel 3HaellIb, YeM 5 3aHuManach? — 3akpuyasa Karpka.

— 3Haio, — B310XxHYJ Bacbka. — Bugenn. ..

— To ecTb THI 0OYEHb PAIOBAJICS, KOT/Ia BUEN, KAK MEHSI B KO3Y IPEBPAIAIOT? — TaK ¥ B3BUJIACh
Kpeiogsa.

— Jla s Tebst BOOOIIE ¢ yAOBOJIBCTBHEM HUKOTA Obl HE BUJIEN, — HEJTI0Oe3HO OTBeTHI Backka,
KOTOPOMY Y€PTOBCKH HAJI0EJIO OBITh JPKEHTIbMEHOM. — Hu B 0Opase KOo3bl, HU B YEJIOBEUECKOM.

— A THI TaK JaXxe He CMOT B XOPOILIEHbKOTO KOTEHKA MPEeBPAaTUThLCs ! — 3aBOMNIIIA OCKOPOJICHHAS
Kpsuiosa. — Bbut ypogom — ypoaom u ocrascst!

— Jla MHOTO THI B KOTax MOHMMaEIIb! — pa3naycss BAPYT M3 JIalTs BO3MYILIEHHBIA rojoc. —
Momun nyuirie, Ko3a peokas! Y teds BOH O0pofia v poxKKH, a TyJa ke — MOero Jipyra 3a0vxkaerib !

Bacpka nymai, Kareka KpbutoBa co cTpaxy B 0OMOpOK ymajeT, HO OHa He MCITyTrajiach, a mpe-
3PHUTENHHO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Ckaxu MHe, KTO TBOW JIpYT — U 51 cKaxky Tebe, k1o Thi! Eciiu Th1, TuModeeB, apyxuib ¢
JlanTeM, 3HAUMT, Thl M CaM JIanioTh. Bripodem, s 9T Bceria roBopuJa.

— Cama ThI Janoth, KpbutoBa, — ckazan Bacbka. — B aTom nante cripsitaH OaHHUK, OH U €CThb
Mot Apyr. OH X04eT MOMOYb MHE MPEBPATUTLCS OOPATHO B YeJIOBEKa.

— A KTO Takoy 6aHHUK? — HacTopoxeHHo cripocuia Kareka Kpsutosa.

—Tor, kTO B 6aHe KUBET, HEYXKeJI HEMOHATHO? — yXMbUIbHYJICS Bacbka. — BoH B TO# ! — MaxHy
OH JIANKOW B CTOPOHY oropoaa Mapgsl IOparuMoBHBI.

— Jla s1 Tam Bce oOmapuia ¥ HUKOro He Hanwia! — 3asBuia KpouioBa. — M BooOiie, 6aHHUKOB
Ha cBeTe He ObiBaeT!

— A 1IeBYOHKH-KO3bI OBIBAIOT? — C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM CheXUaAHUYAT Backka.

JloBoz OKazascst COKpymuTesbHbIM. KpbutoBa sIBHO mpu3agyManack... [Tomoryana, a moTom
HEpENIUTEIHHO MPOOOpPMOTaIa:

— Cnymait, Tumodpees. .. a TBOU Ipyr MoxeT ToMoub U MHe? Hy 4ToOBI s1 00paTHO B JIEBOUKY
IpeBpaTuiach?

—Her!!! — tak u B3BU3rHYyN Bo3MyIieHHbIN Ky3pmmu. — Uto6 51 ko3e nomoran?! [la Hy B KHCTB!
Hu-kor-ga! Tem Gosee Takoi TypHOM, KOTOpast Majio TOTO YTO BCe BBEPX JIHOM B MOei OaHbKe Tepe-
BEpHYJIa, 1a ellie U JIpyra Moero 3abuxaeTr 1 BOOOIIe He BEPUT, UTO 51 Ha CBETE €CTh!

— 41 BepIo, 4TO BBI €CTh HA CBETE, — HEOXOTHO IpU3HaIach Karbka. — A eciu Bbl CepauTeCh U3-
3a TOTO, UTO 51 B 6aHe Bce pa3zdpocalia, Tak s MPSMO Ceiuac MOTY TIOUTH M yOpaThCsl TaM Kak Clie/TyeT.
S naxe non Mory nombiTe! Xorute?

— Oxota 6bL1a Obl OMIAETH, KAK K€ KO3a KOMBITAMU TOJI MBITh OynieT, — XMbIKHYT Ky3bMuy,
1 Bacbka 1o royiocy moHsiI, 4TO OH yXe He CepAUTCS.

UyBCTBO I0MOpa, TaK CKa3aThb, BO300JIaJaJI0 HaJ 3/I0CTHIO !
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— He nepesxwuBaii, s1 cam Bce B IOPsIIOK TpuBeJ1. Yaid, Bcemy HayquJyIcs 3a Ty COTEHKY C JIUIITKOM
TOJIKOB, YTO caM Io ceOe kuBy. A Tereph Ciyiiai, ko3a. Komu xouersb, 4To0sl s1 TeOe oMor, s
HavaJia TIoMOory Ham ¢ Bacuuem. .. kak Te0s1 1o 6aTiomke-To?

— IlerpoBuu, — oto3Bajics Bacbka HECKOJIBKO CMYIIEHHO — C HEMPHUBBIUKHM 3BAThCS «IIO
OaTIOIIKE».

— 3HauuT, K03a, momoru Ham ¢ Bacuimem IlerpoBuuem! — Besien Ky3pmud. — OTBOJIOKH J1ano-
TOK BO-OH TYJIa, 32 JIOM C KeJIE3HOM KPBIIIeH, K OaHbKe. Y MeHS JIeNo K ee XO351HY.

— Tam Toxe kvBeT OaHHUK, — MOSICHWI Bacbka, — OH TIOMOXET HaM CjiejiaTh TIEPBBIN IIar K
CITACCHUIO.

— Tombko mepebnii?! — Bo3myTtmiiack Kateka KpbutoBa. — W BooOIe, kak g yiay? Mue xe
BeJIeHO OeJIeHHOe MacJIo JieNaTh!

— Hy ne xomu, — cormacwics Backka. — Tak u Oygenib BCIO Ku3Hb ero jenartb. CTaHelb
KJIACCHBIM CIEIUAIUCTOM M CO BpEMEHEM HavHelllb IepeaBaTh OIMBIT IPYTUM KO3aM-000pOTHSAM! A
Bopbka HaiifeT ceOe Ipyryio JeBUOHKY.

KaTbka cBepkHyJ/Ia M1a3uiamMu, MoJTJa Ckajia BEpeBOUKH r'y0aMu U IMOTsIHYJIA JIalloTh Ty/a, KyIa
CKazaj OaHHUK.

«[lopeiictBoBasio! — ropmo mogyman Backka. — A Mapda MOparuMoBHa roBopwia, 4rto s
HUYEro He IOHUMAIO B JIIOOBH |»

U nobGesxa TOroHsATh KO3y.

Bckope onu godpanick 1o 6anbku. Cpa3y ObUIO BUIHO, YTO €€ TIOCTPOMIIA FOPa3/Io MO3KeE, YeM
Ty, KOTOpasi HaXoAuIach B oropoauke Mapdbl MOparuMoBHBI, /1a 1 TIOb30BAIKCH €10 HE B TIpUMED
yarre.

— Croit! — ckomangoBan Ky3pmuu. — A Teneps, K03a, nofaibiie oroiau. Heuero noaciyim-
BaTh, O YeM JBa OaHHWKa TIPOMek coOoi pasroBapuBath OyayT. U otBepHuch! Ha Hac risaets Toxe
HU K yemy!

Katbka KpbutoBa ¢ sIBHOI HEOXOTOW OTBEPHYJIACh U OTOIILIA K OTOPOIHON U3TOPOIH.

— He noarnsaapiBaer? — 03a60ueHHO cripocui Ky3pmuy.

— He noarnsgpiBaer! — noarBepaui Backka, v TOJIBKO MOCTIe STOTO M3 JIANTS BBICYHYJIach 3HA-
MEHWTAsI [IAIKa-HEeBUUMKA C YIIPATAHHBIM BHYTPU KOPHEM JISITWJIS, @ 3aTEM BBITJISIHYJT M caM OaH-
HUK.

OH MOTAHYJICSA, paCIPsAMIISS 3aTeKIIMe PyYOHKH U HOKOHKH, — U BAPYT 3a0aBHO 3aCTPEKOTAIL.

[Mocte MrHOBeHUsI TUIIUHBI U3 OaHBKU JIOHECCS TIOXOKUN CTPEKOT.

— Ara! — obpanoBascst 6anHuK. — [loma xo3smn! Celiyac BbIAIET.

— CrpanHo, — ynuBuics Bacbka, — 1 gymali, Thl OMSTh KPUYaTh U CBUCTETh HAYHEIIIb, a Th
KY3HEUMKOM CTPEKOYEIITb.

— He ky3HeunkoMm, a cBepukoM, — nornpasml Ky3eMud. — Mbl, OaHHUKH, APYT IPYKKE TOIBKO
TaK 3HAK IMOJaeM, a KPUK Jia CBUCT — 3TO JIMIIb IS Bac, i noaed. Yrod Gosumcek! Ho cyimaid,
Bacbka: Thl ToXe B CTOPOHKY OTOMIH J1a OTBEPHUChH, & TO KaK Obl TYTOIIHWM XO3SMH HE OcCepyal.
Moxer, OH KOIIIEK He JIoOUT!

Bacbka co B310XOM MTOBUHOBAJICS.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH CTOSIJI, yTKHYBIIIUCH B TPaBy ¥ MPHUCITYIIUBASCh K TOPOILTMBOMY CTPEKOTY
— TeperoBopam JIByX OaHHUKOB, TOTOM Ky3bMUY OKJIMKHYIT:

— Baceka! ou cropa, 6par Thl Moid!

Bacbka kuHyscs 00paTHO K OaHHOMY KPBUIEUKY, a 32 HUM ToHecack Karbka KpbiioBa, Boms:

— Hy kak? Hy uro? Korna s oOpaTHO B IeBOYKY TIpeBpantych?!

— Tuxo! — npuxkpuknyn Ky3pmuy, yxe ycrieBIIMiA CHOBa HBIPHYTh B J1anioTh. — He Bce Tak mpo-
cro... Cnpib, Bacwuit [lerpoBuy, Henaanbl Hamu fena. CBaxa-To, OKa3bIBa€TCs, ykKe MecsI] Kak
nomepina! /IuBy narock, Kak 0 MeHsI CIIyXu 00 TOM He ot ?!
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— Cpa-axa? — npotrsay;a KpeutoBa. — A 3auem TeOe cBaxa, TumodeeB? Tol UTO, KEHUTHCS
perun?

W oHa npoTsikHO 3a071es171a — BUAMMO, CMEsiIach.

Ho Bacbka He 00paTii1 Ha Hee BHUMAaHHUSI.

— IMomepna?! — yxacHysncs oH. — Kak xe Tak?!

— Jla BOT Tak, — B3JOXHYJI OaHHWK. — Best iepeBHs roproeT, a mylie Toro — ee BHy4ka Jlooara.
Babka-To oberana el cocBaTaTh XOpoIero xeHuxa. JleBka 0e3 yma B KOpoJieBHYa BIIOOWIACH, HY
6abka ¥ rocynuia, a Ternepb. ..

— B koponenua Bmodunacek?! — nepeduna Karbka Kpbutoa. — B npunia, 3Haunt? U npasna,
410 oHa Oe3 yma. [IpuHIBI Bce yxke JaBHO NepeKEHIWINCh: U YIIbsaM, U ['appu. A 1eTH ux erie mia-
JeHITBl. XOTS HET, YTO sl TOBOPI0! — BO3pa3uiia oHa cama cede. — TO TOBKO aHTJIMICKUE TTepekeH -
JIMCh, & eIllle OCTATUCh XonocThie: AmMesieo, npuHil bensruu, u Kapn ®umunn Iseackuit, u denmkce
JliokcemOyprekuid, u gaxe Anpoept TypH-u-Takcuc, on u3 I'epmanumn!

Bacbka OykBasibHO poOT pasuHyl, ciaymas Bce 310. Hy u Hy... 3HaunT, npaBay roBopsr, Oyaro
BCSIKasi IEBYOHKA MeUTaeT o mpuHie?!

— Her, stot, B KOTOpOTO Jltobama BaoOWIack, Bpojie, Halll, PyCCKHA, — BO3pa3ul OaHHUK. —
NBanowm ero 3oByT. Koponesuu MBaH, 3Ha4uT.

— UBan Koponesuu?! — uzymiieHHo B3BusrHyna Kareka Kpeiiosa. — Koponesuu?! Ona B Kopo-
neBuya Broomnack?! B camoro Koponepuya?!

W ona Bapyr 3abnesiia, BHICTYKUBAsK PUTM KOITBITLIAMM:

— 4 ot 1ebs ¢ yma

Corren Ha pa3s!

Ha nBa — B m00BU TIpU3HATICS.
Ha tpu — oTimia el MeH4,
Cxkazaina: «O6o3Hacs!

He w4 1eb4, He 11 teds

A 3nech onHa TyJso.

Banu orcroma, mosonoi!

S1 3HaTH TEOS He 3HAI0!»

— Yero 3710 ¢ He#t? — ucnyranHo crpocut Kyssmuu. — Yero 1o oHa?!

— He 3nawo, — mpodopmoTtan Backka, KOTOpomy Toxke cTasio He o cede. — Turma, moer... i,
ThI yero?!

Katpka KpblioBa nmepecrasia Tornorats 1 071esiTb, 00epHYyJIach K HEMY ¥ C YHUUYTOKAIOIIAM BbIpa-
’KE€HUEM BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Tumodees, Tbl, Kaxercs, ellle Tyneu, 4yeM s aymaia. He 3HaTh KysabTOBYIO necHIo «Pa3-/iBa
— ¥ Best moOoBb» MBana Koponepuua?! He 3HaTh TBOPYECTBO BEJIMKOTO TIEBIIA HAIIIETO BpeMeH! ? !

— A ThI e11ie IIyTel, 4eM yMall s, — OrpbI3HyJIcsl Backka, — ecim Ha3bIBaelllb 3TOro 0e3roiocoro
BEJIMKUM TEBIOM !

Hakownen-to oH cooOpa3uJ1, B KAaKOro «KOpOJIeBIYa» BIIOOMIACH CBaxMHA BHyYKa JlioOamma! Ot
storo Koposnesuua npocro He OblI0 cnaceHus. Yyamioch, OH CHUMAJICSI BO BCeX KOHIIEPTaX, TOK-
1oy, (puiabMax M peKJaMHBIX POJIMKax cpasy!

— Kakas xainoctsb, — B3apXana BacbkuHa Mama, B 04€peJHOI pa3 1IesKast MyJIbTOM, CTOUJIO e
YBUJETh Ha 9KpaHe «BEJIMKOTO IeBIa». — Takol Kpacasell, a ronoca bor He nan! [Toet Oynro nsryika
kBakaet! U, Bummo, yma Toxe HeT, €CJI BOOOIIe pelaeTcsi neTh!

— Kpacasen?! — HaunHan Bo3myniarecst Tumodees-crapimii. — ['1e 1ol Buauiib KpacaBua?!
S v To nyuie!

— Jlyure, — cornarianack Mama. — Thl BOOOIIE JTydille BCeX MYyKUUH Ha cBeTe!
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— A TBI JTy4IIIe BCeX KEHIIMH Ha cBeTe! — BOCKJIMIIAN OTell.

[Nocne aToro poauTeM HEMEAJICHHO HAYMHAIM 1eJI0BaThes, a Bacbka oOmxasicsi, pazapakancs
Y HaYMHAJI KpU4aTh, YTO 3TO Oe300pasue — 3a0bIBaTh O MPUCYTCTBIUM COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, KOTOPHIH
TOXE, MEX/Iy TPOUUM, HyKJIaeTcsl B mowetysx. Torna TpoicTBeHHbIE YMOKH 3aTATUBAIMCH HAJIONTO!

BcnomuuB 310, Backka 4yTh He pa3peBesics. BepHyTcs i1 3aMedaTesibHble BpeMeHa CEMEHOTO
cuactbs? OKaxeTcs JIM OH CHOBA joMa? Y/IacTcsl JIM BBITHATh OTTY/IA MApIIMBOrO CAMO3BaHIIA KOTa-
MaJsibuuKa?!

Backka Tak 3amymaicst 00 3TOM, YTO Aaxe He CIBIIAI BO3MYIIEHHbIX Boruiel Karbku Kpbiio-
BOIl.

Hakowner| 6aHHHMKY HaJI0€J10 UX CITyIIaTh.

— A Hy, XBaTtut! — psSBKHYJI OH U3 JIANTS TaK CEPAUTO, YTO KO3a MUTOM YMOJIKJIA. — HamoOHO
HE BOIY B CTYIIE TOJIOUb, a [yMaTh, Kak 0OpaTHO B uesioBeKa nepeaenarscsi! Tak uto Tuxo! Ymokia
Ha pa3! U He memaii Ham ¢ Bacunuewm IlerpoBuuem ngymats!

«Tuxo! Yanait qymarp Oyner!» — BcromHus Bacbka moOMMeNIMi OTHOBCKUNA (DWIBM — U
COKPYIIEHHO NIOKa4aJl FOJI0BOM, B KOTOPYIO HE TPUXOAUIIO HU OTHOM TOJIKOBOM MBICIIH.

— A mpaBja, 4To ke HaM Ternepb JAenarh? — CIIPOCHI YHbLIO. — Kak ke y3HaTh BeIbMUHBI CEK-
petsi?

— BrIxon, cnaercs MHe, OIMH: TIOACIYIIATh UX, — pelIMTeNbHO cKazan Ky3smud. — He moxer
TaKOro OBITh, YTOOBI 00€ TU MAKOCTHUIIB, YIIbsHA U BegpMa MapdyIika, He 00CYKIaTu MTPOMEX
coOot cBou fena!l 3HAUUT, HATO UCXUTPUTHCS WX PA3roBOPHI MOACTyIIaTh. HezamMeTHO B 10M mpo-
OparbCs — ¥ TIOJCTYIIIATh.

— Ho kax, kak?! — noutu B oryasHUM crpocui Bacbka. — MaHTUM-HEBUIMMKH y HAac Het!

JlanoTb BApYT cOApOrHYIIcs, Kak eciy Obl CUIIeBIINIA B HeM Ky3pMUY pajoCTHO MOQIPHITHYIL.

— MaHTuu Takoil y Hac ¥ B CaMOM JieJie HeTY, U I7ie ee TOObITh — He Beal0, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, —
a BOT MIAMNKY-HEBUVMKY JOCTaTh MOXKHO.

— Heyxenu cBoio paiib? — cipocus Bacbka, 3atauB IbIXaHue.

— Her, Opar TbI MOIi, MPOCTH CEpIEYHO, CBOIO OTAATh HUKAK HE MOTY, — BUHOBATO B3JOXHYJ
OaHHUK. — OIHAaKO Xe. . .

— A 4r0, y Bac ¥ mnpap/a Inanka-HeBUAUMKA eCTh? — pa3/iasicsi BOCTOpKEeHHBIH ronoc Karbku
KpsuioBoi.

— EcTb, Kak He ObITh, — OypKHY/T OAaHHUK, SIBHO HEJIOBOJILHBIN, UTO ero nepedumm. — Coyimaii,
Baceka. ..

— Jla HeT, He MOXET TaKoro ObITh, — He yHUMasach Katbka. — VI MaHTHS, U IIaNKa-HEBUANMKA
TOJIBKO B CKa3Kax ObIBAIOT.

— He Toneko, — orBetrit Ky3pMuu. — YV KakJI0ro HEUMCTUKA Takas IIanka uMeercs. MHaue
BCSIKMI OBl MX YBUAETH MOT. A TOJ1 HAIIUMU [IAITKAMH MBI HA/IE)KHO CKPBITHI!

— bannuuek, roinyOuuK, — yMoJisiiole BOCKJIMKHYIa KaTbka, — MoKakuTech HaM B CBOEH Iarke!
Hy noxanyiicra!

— Ox u 3aHyga Tel, K033, — B3JOXHY/I OaHHKK. — Uylo, He oTBsikemibest! JlagHoO, Tak U OBITh,
rsau!

JlanoTb MOANpPHIrHYJ1, TOTOM HA HEM MOSIBUJIACh KPOXOTHAS (PUTYpKa, KOTOpasi BMUT YBEJINYH-
J1ach B pazMepax — 1 ObIBIIHN 3Haxapb Ky3pMUY MpeacTai B CBoeM OOBIYHOM 00JTNYbe OaHHHKA.

— Tak BoT OHa Kakas, manka-HeBuauMKa! — axuyna Katbka KpbuioBa, a moToM KMHYJIACh K
OaHHUKY H... KOMBITOM CIIUOIA C €ro rojIoBbl MIATNKY U MUHKAMU MOTHAJIa ee Mpoyvb, Kpuya: — S B
9TOM IIAIKe U cama BCe BEJbMHUHCKHE CeKpeThl y3Haio! B 1eBouKy mpeBparych, a Tel, TuModees,
CHIM TYT U B OaHbKe mapbcs!

W Bapyr Karbka KpbutoBa Heykimoxke 3aTontaiach Ha MECTe, O3Upasich M OECTOIKOBO pa3Ma-
XMBast HOTAMH.
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Emre 661! Benp manka ncuesna! Crnenanach HeBuauMoii! ToMbKO KaKOM-TO CMOPIIICHHBIN KOpe-
IIIOK CBAJTWJICS Ha 3eMutio. HaBepHoe, 3To 1 ObLT TOT CaMblil KOPEHb JISITUIISI, KOTOPBIM HOCHJT OaHHUK,
YTOOBI €r0 JTIOIY JIIOOWITH. . .

— I'ne wanka, rae? — ucnyranHo 3aBeprena rojgoBor Karbka KpsutoBa. — Kyna noneBanacs?!

— [lanka Most! — 0OTYAsAHHO BCKpUYal OaHHUK, XBaTasiCh 3a JIbICUHY. — ['1e & oHa?! [la Kak xe s
6e3 Hee?! [Tpomnana Most ronioBymika! Teneps MeHs KaXIbIi-BCSIKUHT YBUIECTh MOXKET! A TIO30pHIIE-TO
kakoii! He obeperbest mo3opwuima!

Ero xayio0HbIA M1a4yIIyi TOJTOCHUIITKO HaapbiBasl Backke cepiie! OH KMHYJICS B TY CTOPOHY,
Ky/la yrajl KOpPeIIoK ASATWISA, U IPUHsJICS mapuTh B Tpase. llanka momkHa ObITh rae-To 31ech! OH
niepeOupat 9yTh JIM He KaXkIyl0 TPABUHKY, IMBITASICh HAIIYTIATh YTO-TO MSTKOE, MBUIBHOE, HE3pUMOE. . .

N Bapyr emy 310 yaanocs!

He Bepst ynade, Bacbka cxBatwil 9to-T0 3y0amul ¥ OpOCUiICS K OAHHUKY, KOTOPBIN Oe3yTEelHO
pblIaj, YTKHYBIIUCH B CJIOKEHHbIE KOBIIUKOM JIAJONIKY, U HEYKJTIOKe HAXJI0Oy4YHsI eMy Ha TOJIOBY
cBoIo 0ObIuy. U ToTyac ¢ obrerdyeHrieM niepeBelt ayX: OH He ommoOcs! DTo B caMOM Jiesie oKa3aiach
anka GaHHuKa !

Ky3bmMuu MHTOM mepecTal miakarh, CXBaTHICS 32 Hee 00eMMHU PyKaMHM, CTAIIMI C TOJOBHI U
MIPUHSIICS PA3IJIsi/IbIBATh, CJIOBHO HE BEps T71a3aM.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[TpouuTaiitTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEIMKOM, KYIHB IIOJHYIO JIeraabHYI0 Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,

WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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