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TanHCTBEeHHBLIN CaJl

I'maBa I

Korga Mepu JleHHOKC npucnany kuTh K Isd1e, B MuccenbTysiT-MaHOp, Bce FOBOPUIIH, YTO
OHa CaMblid HETTPUATHBIN peOEHOK, KAaKOTro UM KOTrAa-J1M00 MPUXOJUIOCh BUAETh. DTO Oblia npaBja. Y
Hee ObLI0 MaJIeHbKOE XY/I0€ JIULO U MaJIeHbKoe Xyj10e Tes0. Bosockl y Hee Obuin OeI0Kyphle, KUIKHUE,
a JIULIO, C BEYHO KHCJIBIM BBIPAXKEHUEM, KEJTOE, TOTOMY UTO OHa poAusach B IHAMKM 1 BEYHO XBOpasia
TO T€M, TO JIPyTUM.

Orer ee cOCTOSUT Ha CITyKO€ Y aHTJIMICKOTO IPAaBUTEIBCTBA, BCErja ObIBAJI OUSHb 3aHST U TOKE
YacTo XBOpaJ, a MaTh ee OblIa KpacaBuIla, KOTOpast JIIOOUIIA TOJIbKO OBIBATH B TOCTSIX M BECEUTHCS B
Kpyry Becenbix Jonei. Eif BoBce He HyxkeH ObUT peOeHOK, U, Korja poawiach Mepu, OHa Topydunia
YXOJ1 32 Hel0 Ty3eMHOH CIly’)KaHKe, WX a3, KOTOPOH Jalu MOHATh, YTO €C/IM OHA JKeJIaeT YrOAWUTh
MeM-canb', To peOeHOK He JOJIKEH MOMNalaThCs e Ha Iiiasa.

Mepu He NOMHMIIA, YTOOBI KOrAa-JM00 Bueaa OMM3KO YTO-HHOYAb, KPOME CMYIJIOTO JIMIA
CBOEH ail3 UM APYTUX TY3eMHBIX CIIYT; a TAK KaK BCE OHU BCET/ia IOBUHOBAIMCH €/ M TIO3BOJISIIN e
Jenath Bce MO-CBOEMY, MOTOMY YTO MeM-Cand MOIJIa PacCepauThesl, €cu Obl ee 0OECIIOKOMIT KPUK
peOeHKa, TO MIECTH JIeT OT poxy Mepu Oblia BeTMYaiIleil STONCTKON U TUPAHKOM.

Mortoziast ryBepHaHTKa-aHIJIMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B35JIM, YTOObl HAyYMTh MepH uMTaTh U NKCaTh,
TaK HEB3MIOOWIIA ee, YTO uepe3 TP Mecslia OTKa3anach OT MECTa, a KOrja SIBJISUIMCh ApyrHe TyBep-
HAHTKH, TO OHU YXOIWJIM yepe3 ele Oosee KOpoTKoe Bpemsi, ueM neppast. U ecim 661 Mepu camoit
HE 3aXO0TeJIOCh BBIUUThCS YUTATh M MHCATh, TO OHA HUKOTJa He MMesia Obl BOSMOKHOCTH HAYYUThCS
naxe azOyke.

B onHo crpamiHo xapkoe yTpo — e Toraa ObUIo yke OKOJIO AEBSITH JIET — OHa MPOCHYJIACh OCO-
OEHHO 3J1as1 ¥ Pa303/IMJIach elie OOoJbllle, KOra yBU/IeNa, YTo CIyKaHKa, CTOSIBIIIAsI BO3JIE €€ TIOCTEIH,
ObL1a He ee aild.

— 3aueMm THI npunUia? — cKazana OHa 4yXKOW JKeHIIWHe. — 5] He Mo3BoMo Tede OCTaThCs TYT.
[Tpuimm Mae Moo ains!

V KeHIIMHbI ObLT UCITYTaHHBIN BUJ, U OHA ITPOOOPMOTaJIa, YTO ails He MOXKET MPHUITH, a KOraa
Mepu B HEUCTOBCTBE CTajla OUTh U TOJIKATh €€, OHAa TOJIbKO MCIyrajach emie OoJbllle ¥ MOBTOpPHIIA,
YTO aiid HEBO3MOKHO NPUITH K MHCCH cand.

B 310 yTpo B camMOM BO3[yXe TOUYHO HOCWJIOCH YTO-TO TaMHCTBeHHoe. Huuero He nenanu
OOBIYHBIM TOPSIIKOM, ¥ HEKOTOPBIX M3 TY3eMHBIX CIIYT BOBCE HE ObLIO BUJIHO, a Te, KOTOPHIX MepH
BUJIeNa, JIBUTAIUCh TOPOIUIMBO WM YKPAAKOH, ¢ OlefHO-cephIMM McIyraHHbIMM Jiuiiamu. Ho eit
HUKTO HUYETO He TOBOPUJL, U €€ aild BCe He SABJISIIACh.

VYTpo npoxonusio; CKOpo OHa OCTaJIach COBCEM OJIHA, HAKOHEIl BBIILIA B CaJl U CTajla UTpaTh
TOXKE OJJHA IOJ JEPEBOM, OKOJIO BepaH/ibl. OHa Aenana BUJl, YTO YCTPauBaeT BETOUYHYIO KIymMOy, U
BTHIKaJ1a OOJIbIIINE SIPKO-aJIble IIBETH B MAJICHbKHE KYYKH 3eMJIU, Bce OOJbIIe U OOJIbIIe pa3/ipakasich
u 6opMoya cede 1moj HOC BCe TO, YTO COOMpaIach CKa3aTh CauIy, Bce Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBa, KOTOPHIMU
coOupasach 0003BaTh ee, KOrjia OHa BEPHETCS].

— Ceunbsa! Ceunbs! CBuHOE O0TpoAbe! — roBOpuMIIa OHA, IOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3€MLIA CBUHbEW
— 3TO caMoe Xy/llee OCKOpOJIeH e,

! Tak naswisator B Wuaynn OesIbIX KEHIIMH.
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Ona ckpesxerasna 3ybamu, OBTOPsis 3Ty (ppasy, KOrAa ycslllana, YTo Ha BepaHay BbIIUIA ee
Marthb elre ¢ KeM-TO. DT0 ObLT OeJIOKYPBIT MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK, U 00a OHU CTOSITM U TOBOPHIT KAKUMHU-
TO CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMU TOJIOCAMHU.

Mepu 3Hasa 6eIOKYypOro MOJIOOTO YesoBeKa, MOX0XKEro Ha MaJIbuMKa; OHa CIIBIIAIIA, YTO OH
OBbLIT OYeHb MOJIOZION OUIIep, KOTOPBIN HEJABHO MPHeXal U3 AHIJIUH.

JleBouKa risijienia Ha HuX 000X, HO ©oJiee TIPUCTAJIBHO TUIsesIa Ha CBOIO MaTh.

Oma Bceraa 370 Jiesiasa, Korja ToJIbKO MPeACTABIISUICS CIydail BUAETb ee, IOTOMY YTO MeM-cano
— Mepwu yacTo 3Bajia ee UMEHHO TaK, a He MHa4e — OblIa Takasi BHICOKAs, CTPOWMHAsI, KpacuBas Aama
Y HOCWJIA TIpeJIeCTHBIC Hapsabl. Y Hee ObUIA BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJTHHUCTHIN IIEJTK, KPACUBBIN MaJICHbKHI
HOC, TIPE3pUTENIbHO B3JEPHYTHIH, U Ooblle cMelonyecs ri1aza. Opexaa ee Bcerga Obuia Jerkast u
pa3BeBapIasics 1, Kak BeIpaxkajiach MepH, «IOJTHa KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpO Ha Hew ObLIO OOJIBIIe KPYXKEB, YeM BCerja, HO Ila3a ee He CMesINCh; OHU ObUTH
Takue OOJIbIIIME U UCIyTaHHbIE U YMOJISIIONIE TIISIAEIH B JIMIO MOJIONOTO OeJIOKYporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxenu aeno tak mioxo? Heyxenu? — ycbitana Mepu ee Bonpoc.

— VikacHo! — IpoXKaliyM rosocoM OTBETHJI MOJIOION YeJIoBeK. — Y:kacHO, Muccuc JIeHHOKc!
Bbl 1o/mxHBI OBUTA yeXaTh B TOPHI IBE HeAe M TOMY Ha3a/l.

Mewm-caun® crana JomMaTh pyKH.

— O, s 3HaI0, 4TO JOJDKHA ObLTa czienath 3T0! — BOCKJIMKHYJ/IA OHA. — $1 ocTanach TOJBKO st
TOro, YTOOBI TIOMTH HA 3TOT IIIYIBI 3BaHbIi 00en! Kak s Obita rryma!

B 3Ty MUHYTY 13 MOMeIeHUsI CIyT pa3JaJicsl TAKOW IPOMKHIA BOILUTb, YTO OHA YXBAaTUJIACh 3a
PYKY MOJIOZIOTO YesioBeKa, a Mepu 3a1poxkasia ¢ roJIoBHI 10 HOT. Borib cTaHOBHIICS Bce OoJiee JUKUM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3T0? — mIpoOIIenTaia Muccuc JIeHHOKC.

— Kro-T10 ymep, — otBeTHII MONTOA0# Oputiep. — Bbl He roBOpHIIH, YTO O0JIE3Hb MOSIBUIACH CPEIU
BallUX CIIyT!

— ¢ He 3Hama! — BoCKJIMKHY/1a MeM-caun0. — O, moiaeMTe Co MHOU, TIOHIEMTe CO MHO¥ !

Omna noBepHyJIach M yoexaa B JIOM.

[Nocrne 3TOro HaCTYMUIIO HEYTO yXkacaroliee, 1 Mepu CTaso sSICHO, IIOYeMy 3TO YTPO ObLIO TaKoe
TAMHCTBEHHOE.

[NosiBunack xonepa B camou Tsokesnoi hopMe, U JIOIU yMUPAU, Kak MyXu. A 3a0onena
HOYBIO, ¥ CJIyTY BOMUJIA B CBOMX XMXKHUHAX, TIOTOMY YTO OHA TOJIBKO UTO yMepia. Houblo ymepiu ere
TpOE CJIYT, a OCTaJIbHBIE B yxkace Oexanu. Bciogy mapuia maHuKa, ¥ BO BceX OyHrayio ObUIA yMHpa-
IolIMe.

Ha cnenyronmmii neHs, BO BpeMs TPEBOTU U CMsATeHUsI, Mepu cripsiTajgach B JETCKOHW, U Bce
3a0bpUTK O Hell. HUKTO He Tyman o Hell, HUKOMY OHa He ObUIa HYXHA, U BOKPYT TTPOMCXOVIIO HEUTO
CTpaHHOE, O YeM OHa He UMeJsia IOHATHSL.

Yacol mpoxoauin, 1 Mepu nonepeMeHHO TO criasia, To 1yiakaia. OHa 3Hajia TOMbKO, YTO JIOIH
XBOPAJIU, U CJIBIIIAJIA TAMHCTBEHHBIC U MyTaBIIIUE ee 3ByKU.

Pa3 ona mpokpasnach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpasi OKa3aiach MyCTOM, XOTsI Ha CTOJIE CTOSUT HEJOKOH-
YEHHBIN 00€/T; CTYJIbSI M TAPEJIKW UMEJIA TAaKOW BUI, KaK OYATO UX MOCIIEIITHO OTOIBUHYJI B CTOPOHY,
KOTJa JIOH M0 KaKOK-TO MPUYMHE BHE3AIHO MOJHSUIMCH M3-32 CTOJIA.

Mepwu noena ¢ppyKTOB M cyxapel U, YyBCTBYs CUJIBHYIO KaX1y, BHITHJIA CTOSBIIMIA Ha CTOJE
crakaH BuHa. OHO OBUIO CllaKkoe, HO AeBOYKA He MOA03peBasia, YTo OHO O4eHb Kpemnkoe. Ee ckopo
HayaJo KJIOHWTh KO CHY, M OHA TOIUIA OOpaTHO B JETCKYIO M OISATh 3amepiach TaM, UCITyraHHasI
KpUKaMU, KOTOpPbIE HECITUCh M3 XMKUH, ¥ 3BYKaMU TOPOILIMBBIX IIaroB. BUHO HarHasio Ha Hee Takou
COH, YTO I71a3a €€ 3aKPbUIHCh IOMUMO €€ BOJIM; OHA JIerJIa Ha MOCTeNb ¥ TOYHO NOTepsijla COHAHUE.

OdeHb MHOTOE IIPOU3OIILIO 32 TE JOJTUE YaChl, YTO OHA CTIaJIa TAKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He
pa3OyanIM HU BOIUIM, HU IITyM B OYHTaJIO, TIe YTO-TO BHOCHJIA Yl BHIHOCHITH.

Koraa ona npocHyachk, TO Mpoaokaa jexars HENOABHKHO, IPUCTANIBHO IJIs/s HA CTeHy. B
noMe OblyTa TIOJTHEWIIas TUIIIMHA; OHA He TIOMHMJIA, YTOOBI KOTIa-JIMO0 Mpek/e B HEM LAPUIIO TAKOe

7
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6e3mosnBre. OHa He CIbIaia HU TOJI0COB, HY IIAroB U AymMalia O TOM, BCE JIM yXke BBI3JOPOBENIU OT
XOJIephI M MPOIIUIA JIU Oefa.

Jymarna oHa U 0 TOM, KTO Tellepb Oy[eT yXakMBaTh 3a Helo, Be/lb ee aild ymepia! BeposTHo,
OyzieT HoBas aiid, U OHa, OBITh MOXKET, OYJIeT pacCKa3bIBaTh HOBBIE CKAa3KH; CTApble CKAa3KH ykKe T0CTa-
TOYHO Hajxoenu Mepu.

OHa He IaKaia o ToM, 4To ymeprna ee HsaHbka. OHa He ObUIa JIIOOAIIMM peOSHKOM Y HUKOT/IA
HU K KOMY He OblJTa 0COOEHHO MPUBSI3aHA.

[IIym, GerotHs, BOIUTA TIO YMEPIIUM OT XOJIEpbl — BCE 9TO UCIYTaJo ee, U, KpoMe TOro, OHa
ObLJIa OYEeHb CEpANTA, TIOTOMY UTO HUKTO HEe BCIIOMHMJI, UYTO OHA XMBa. Bee Tak 00e3ymenu oT yxaca,
YTO HUKTO He MOAYMAJT O JEBOYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JIIOOWIT.

Korpa sogu 3aboneBaiv Xonepor, OHU, Ka3ajaoch, He MOIJIM AyMaTh HA O KOM, KpoMme ceOs
camux. Ho ecm Bce omsATh BBI3IOPOBENH, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HUOY/Ib JIOJKEH ObUT BCIOMHUTD O Hel
Y OTBICKATh ee.

Ho HuKTO He mpuXoaus, U OHA BCe Jiekala W XkJIajua, U B JIOMe, Ka3aJoch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
tuie v tumre. OHa ycblana Kakoi-To MIOPOX Ha IIMHOBKE M KOT/a B3MJISHYJIA Ha TION, TO YBUAEA
MaJIEHBKYIO 3MEKY, CKOJIb3UBIIIYIO TIO MOJTY U IVISI/IEBIIYIO HA Hee MOXOKUMHY Ha IparolieHHbIe KaMHU
rJ1a3amMH.

Mepwu He ucmyraaack: 3To ObUIO Oe3BpeTHOE MaJICHbKOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYEro He MOTJIO
el cenaTh. 3Melika, Ka3ajioch, TOPOIIIIACh BEIOPAThCs M3 KOMHATHI, 1 MepH BHIela, KaK OHA CKOJIb3-
HYyJIa TIOJT JIBEPb.

— Kak crpanHo u thxo! — ckazana Mepu. — Kak OyaTo B 1oMe HMKOTO HET, KpoMe MeHs J1a
3MEUKHU.

[Toutu B Ty e MUHYTY OHA YCJIbIXaJla IIard B cajy, a TOTOM Ha BepaHze. ITo ObLIM MYKCKHE
IIIarv: MY>KYMHBI BOIIUTA B JIOM ¥ O 4YeM-TO THXO 3aroBOpvid. HUKTO He BHIIIES UM HABCTPeUy, HUKTO
HE 3aroBOPWJI C HUMU; OHH, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTKPHIBAJIM IBEPU U 3arJISIBIBATA B KOMHATHIL.

— Kakoe omycromenue! — ckazan ogus rosoc. — M 3ta KpacuBasi XKeHIMHA. .. 1a U peOSHOK, 5
aymaio, Toxe! $1 cibiman, yto 6611 peOeHOK, XOTS €ro HUKTO HUKOT/IA He BUIEIL.

Korma oHM HECKOJILKO MUHYT CITYCTSI OTKPBUIU JIBepb, MepH CTos1a IOCpe/in IETCKOM, HeKpa-
CHMBas U 371asi, HAXMypUB OpPOBH, IMOTOMY UTO ObLJIa TOJIOIHA, U YyBCTBOBAJA CeOs1 KAK-TO IMO30PHO
3a0pOIIIEHHOM.

[NepBbiii yeoBeK, BOMIEANIMIA B KOMHATY, ObUT BBICOKUI oduiiep, KoToporo Mepu OTHAX/IbI
BHUJIeJIa Y CBOETO OTIA. Y Hero ObUT yCTalblii M 03a00UeHHBIN BUJ, HO, KOTJIa OH YBUJIEN ee, OH ObLI
TaK MOpaXeH, YTO YyTh He OTCKOYMJI Ha3a/l.

— bBapneii! — kpukHyn oH. — 3zech pedeHok! Pebenok, ogun! B Takom mecrte! Boxe moi, na
KTO OHa Takas?

— 51 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKa3aja JeBOYKA, BBIIPAMIIAACH BO BECh POCT. YeIOBEK ITOT
TMIOKa3aJIcsl i 04eHb IpyObIM, TOTOMY UTO Ha3BaJI IOM €€ OTIa «TAaKUM MeCTOM». — §] yCHyJna, Koraa
Bce ObUTH OOJIBHBI XOJIEPOM, M TOJIBKO UTO MPOCHYNACh. OTYEro HUKTO HE MPUXOIUT?

— 9710 TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPOro HMUKTO HUKOTAA He BUE/! — BOCKJIMKHYJ oduliep, odpariasich
K cBOeMy cryTHHKY. — O Hell Ha caMoM Jiefie Bce 3a0buin !

— [Nouemy 060 mMHe 3a0bLTH? — cripocuiia Mepw, Tornast Horoi. — [ToyemMy HUKTO He TTPUXOIUT?

Mornonoit uenoBek, KOToporo 3Baiu bapHe, rpycTHO mocMoTpest Ha Hee. Mepu J1axe nokasa-
JIOCh, YTO OH MUTHYJT I71a3aMH1, TOYHO CMaxHBas cje3y.

— Bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — HekoMy MpUiATH: HUKOTO He OCTaJIOCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM M HEOKHJIAaHHBIM 00pa3oM MepH y3Haia, 4To y Hee He OCTaJIOCh HU OTIIA,
HU MaTepy, YTO OHU yMepJu ¥ ObUTA YBE3SHBI HOUBIO U UTO T€ Ty3eMHbIe CIIyTH, KOTOPbIE OCTATUChH
B JKUBBIX, TMOCIIEITHO TIOKUHYJIM JIOM, ¥ HUKTO M3 HUX Jake He BCIIOMHWI, YTO y HUX ObLIa MUCCU
cau6. [ToaTomy-TO B TOMe OBUIO TaKk THIXO; B HEM JICHCTBUTEILHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe He ObLIO, KpoMe
camoii Mepwu J1a MaJIeHbKOU 3MEUKHU.
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I'nmasa 11

Mepu mobuia U3AaI1 IIsIETh Ha CBOIO MaTh M CUMTANA €€ OYeHb KPACHUBOI; HO TaK KaK OHA
OYeHb MAJIO 3Haja ee, TO €/IBa JIK MOXKHO OBUIO OXHUJaTh, YTO OHA OyJIEeT TOCKOBAaTh IO HEH, Koraa
ee He CTaHeT.

OnHa HMUYYTh He TOCKOBaJIa TI0 HEW M TaK Kak Bcerga OblIa yriyOjieHa B camoe ceOs1, TO ee
TIOMBICJTBI M TEMepb, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHO, OBLITM COCPeJOTOUeHBI Ha cebe camoil. Byap oHa crapiie, oHa
Obl, BEPOSITHO, OYeHb OECMOKOMJIACh TIPU MBICJIH, YTO OCTAJIaCh COBCEM OIIHA HA CBETE, HO OHA eIlle
OblJIa OUeHb MaJia, U TaK KaK O Hel Bceraa 3a00THUIIHCh, TO TIPeIoaraja, 9ro 310 Beeraa OyIeT Tak.

Jlymana oHa TOJIBKO O TOM, TMOMAJIET JIM OHA K XOPOILUM JIIO/ISIM, KOTOpble OyayT ¢ Hel oOpa-
IIaThCs1 BEKJIMBO U BO BCEM YCTYIATh €, KaK 9TO AeNajia ee aild U APyrue Ty3eMHbIe CITyKaHKH.

Mepu 3Haa, 9TO HE OCTAHETCS] HABCErJa B JIOME aHIJIMICKOTO CBSILICHHUKA, Kyla ee B3sJIA B
niepBoe BpeMsl. Eif He XoTenock ocTaBaThCs TaM. AHIVIMIACKUI CBSIIIEHHHK ObLT Oe/ieH, U y Hero ObuIo
MATEpO AeTel, YyTh JIM He OTHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIE XOAWIN B JIOXMOTBSIX, BCETJ]a CCOPUIIMCH U TACKAJIH
UTPYIIKY APYT y Apyra. Mepu HeHaBuIe/Ia MX HEONPSTHBIM JOM M Tak AypHO oOpariajiack C HUMH,
YTO Yepe3 J1Ba THS HUKTO HE XOTeJ Urpath C Helo.

— TeOs oToHUTIOT AOMOM Yepe3 HeJemo, — CKa3al el OqHAXAbl ba3wiib, MambyMK macropa, ¢
AEP3KUMHU TOTyOBIMH T71a3aMH M B3[IEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOpOro Mepu HeHaBHesa. — Mbl Bce OYeHb
pazbl STOMY.

— W s toxe pana, — otBetusia Mepu. — A rJie 3T0 Takoe «JOMOM» ?

— Omna He 3Haer, rje 3T0? — NMPe3pUTENIbHO CKazajl ceMusieTHUl basuiib. — DTO, KOHEUHO,
Anrmms. Hama 6a0y1ika )kMBeT TaM, U B TIPOLIUIOM To/1y Ty/a Mociany cectpy MaGesb. A Thl Hoeenb
He K Oalyike; y TeOs1 ee HeT. Thl moeaentb K CBoeMy Jsi/e; ero 30ByT Muctep Apundanba KpaseH.

— 51 HuKOrIA PO HEro He cibIXaja, — OrpbI3Hy/Iach Mepu.

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO HE cibIXana, — OTBETHJI ba3uiib, — THl HUYETo He 3Haellb. [IeBOYKM OOBIKHOBEHHO
HUYEro He 3HAIOT. § CIbIIa, Kak marna ¥ MaMa roBOpuiIn po Hero. OH )KUBET B TPOMaJHOM 3a0po-
IIIEHHOM CTapoM JIOMe B JIEpeBHE, M HUKTO K HeMy He XonuT. OH TaKo# CepAnTHIiA, YTO HUKOTO K cede
HE IyCKaeT, a ecJiu Obl U MyCTUJI, TO HUKTO Obl He mpuine. OH ropOyH M CTpalTHbIA-CTPAITHBIA.

— 41 TeGe He BepIo, — ckazana Mepu, OTBEPHYBIIMChH OT HETO U 3aThIKas YIIN MaJIbLIAMH, TIOTOMY
YTO He XOTesa OOJIbIIe CIYIIATh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku o4eHb MHOTO iyMasia 00 3ToM; a korga muccuc Kpoydopa B TOT ke Beuep cka-
3aj1a eii, YT yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO THel OHa MoeAeT B AHITIMIO K CBoeMy Jsijie, Muctepy KpaBeny, KoTo-
pbiii k11 B MuccenbTyauT-MaHope, y Hee ObUT TaKO YIPsIMO-PaBHOLYIIHBIA, TOYHO OKAMEHEJTBIH
BUJI, TIO3TOMY OHHM HE 3HAJIM, YTO O Hell U mogyMarh. OHU MBITAJIMCH PUJIACKATh €€, HO OHa OTBEp-
HyJIach, Koraa muccuc Kpoydgopn xoTesna mouesnoBars ee, ¥ YOMOPHO BHITPSMUIACH, KOTJA MHCTEp
Kpoydopn norpenan ee no mieyy.

— OHa Tako¥ HeKpacHBbIli peOeHOK, — CKa3asa mociie 3Toro muccuc Kpoydopa ToHom coxarie-
HUsA. — A Math ee Obl1a Tak KpacuBa! Ml maHepsl y Hee ObUTH Takue MUJIble, a MepH caMblil HeTpH-
SITHBIA PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTO 51 KOrJa-uoo BHUIEIA.

— BrITh MOXeT, ecu Obl €e MaTh Movaire MosIBJIsAIACh B IETCKOM, CO CBOUM KPACHBBIM JIUIIOM
Y MWIBIMU MaHepamH, Mepu Toxe Morsa Obl IEpeHsITh 3TH MaHepbl. | pyCTHO BCIIOMHHTH TeTepb,
Korjga OefHast KpacaBHlia yKe yMepiia, O4eHb MHOTHE BOBCE HE 3HAJIM, UTO y Hee ObLT peOeHOK !

— OHa, KaxeTcsl, HUKOTJ]a He B3IJIsHyJIa Ha Hee, — B37oxHy/1a muccuc Kpoydopa. — Korga ee
aiis ymepIia, HUKTO M He BCIOMHII O Kpotke. [Togymaii TofbKo: Bce Ctyry pa30exkainch U OCTABUIN
ee oHy B myctoM jome. [TonkoBHUK Mak-I'pio roBopms MHe, 4TO ObLT MOpakeH, KOraa OTBOPHII
ABEpb U YBUJET €€ COBEPIIEHHO OHY IMOCPEAN KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems nmonroro nepeesna B AHIMIO Mepy Haxoawiach Mof MPUCMOTPOM KEHBI OIHOTO
oduriepa, KOTopast Be3Jia Ty[a CBOMX JIeTel, 4YTOObI IOMECTUTh MX B TTaHCHOH. OHa Oblj1a OYeHb 3aHSTa
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COOCTBEHHBIMH JIETBMH U OYEHb PAI0BAJIACh, KOTra caayia Mepu xkeHimHe, KotTopyio muctep Kpasen
BbICJa)1 B JIOHJIOH BCTPETUTD €€.

JKeHnuHa 3Ta ClTykuia SKOHOMKOW B MuccenbTyauT-MsHope, U 3Bajiu ee Muccuc Meiok.
Ona ObL1a OUYeHb MONHAS, C PYMSIHBIMH IEKaMH U 30PKUMH YEPHBIMU IJI1a3aMHU.

Ona oueHb He TOHpaBUJIach Mepu; HO Tak Kak MepH peaKo KTO-TMO0 HPaBUJICSA, TO B 9TOM He
ObLIIO HUYETO YIMBUTEIILHOTO; KPOME TOTO, OBLIO OYEBH/IHO, YTO MHUCCUC MeJIOK TOXe HEBHICOKOTO
MHEHHUS O JIEBOYKE.

—DKas OHa HeKpacuBasi! — cKa3aJsia OHa. — A Mbl BeJIb CJIBIIIAJIH, YTO €€ MaTh OblIa KpacaBHIIa.
OHa, Kak BUJTHO, KPaCOTHI-TO € B HACJIEJICTBO HE OCTAaBUJIA, HE TaK Jin?

— Ona, ObITh MOXKET, IEPEMEHUTCS, KOT/1a MOIPACTET, — JOOPOAYIIIHO cKa3asia skeHa oduriepa. —
Ecnm Ob1 oHa He ObLa Takas KenaTas U BhIpaKeHHUe JIMIA ee ObUIO Obl MONACKOBEH. A YepThl JINIA y
Hee xoporuue. [letu Beib Tak MeHsoTcs !

— Ei1 npusercs u3MEeHUTbCS BO MHOTOM, — OTBETUJIa Muccuc Meuiok. — A B MuccenbryaiTe
HET HUYEro TaKOro, YTO MOIJIO Obl I3MEHUTh peOeHKa K JTydIlieMy, €CJTU Bbl CIPOCUTE MeHs !

O6e onu tymanu, 4to Mepu He Ciylniaer, IOTOMY YTO OHa CTOsUIa HECKOJIBKO MO0AaNIb, Y OKHA
OTeJIs, T/Ie OHM OCTaHOBMWIIMCh. OHA cMOTpena Ha MPOXOXKHUX, HA MPOe3KaBIINe OMHUOYCH U KI0ObI,
HO CJIBIIIANA BECh Pa3roBOP; B HEM MPOCHYJIOCH JIOOOIBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEHHIO K JISII€ ¥ €T0 KUJIHUIILY.
Uro 3710 OBUT 32 IOM 1 Ha YTO OH ObLT Moxok ? Yto Takoe ropoyH? OHa HUKOTAA HE BUaia ropOyHa;
OBbITH MOXeT, UX B VIHI1M BOBCe He OBLIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa CcTaJjia XHTh B UyXKUX JOMax U y Hee He ObUIO aild, OHa CTajla YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 OMMHOKOM, ¥ B TOJIOBY €M MPUXOJWIN CTPaHHbIE, COBEPILICHHO HOBBIE JIJIs1 HE€ MBICITH.

Ona nymMana o ToM, IoYeMy 3TO OHA Bcerja ObUla «HUYbsI», JIaXe KOrja ee oTel] ¥ MaTh ObUTH
KUBBL. [lpyrvie netu «mpuHaAIekann» CBOMM OTIIaM M MaTepsiM, OHa ke, Ka3aJloch, ObUla BCEM
yykasi. Y Hee ObLIM CITyTH, OblIa MUINA ¥ OJEk/1a, HO HUKOMY He ObLIo 10 Hee aena. OHa He 3Haua,
YTO MPUYUHOM ITOTO OBLTIO TO, UTO OHA — OUSHb HETIPUSITHBINA peOEHOK; caMO COOOM pa3yMeeTcs, 4To
OHAa He 3HaJa, Kakas oHa HenpusTHasA. OHa YacTo HAXOQW/A, YTO APYrHUe JIIOAU OYeHb HETIpPUSTHBI,
HO He TIOJI03peBajia, YTo OHa CaMa TaKOBa.

Ona currana muccuc MelyIok caMoil HEeMPUSITHOM OCOOO0M, KOTOPYIO KOrAa-Tu0o BUiesa, ¢
ee rpyObIM PYMSIHBIM JIMIIOM U O€3BKYCHOUW BBIYYpHOU NUIsATon. Ha criemyiommii qeHs, Koraa OHU
yesxami B Mopkmmp, Mepu ma ro maropMe K BaroHy ¢ BHICOKO MOJHATON TOJIOBOM, CTapasch
AepkKaTbCsl KaK MOXHO JIaJIbllie OT Hee, Kak Oy/ATO COBCeM He «IpuHajiekana» eil. OHa Obl OYeHb
paccepauiach, ecau Obl y3Haua, YTo JIIOAW MPUHUMAIOT ee 3a J0Yb MUCCUC MeIoK.

Ho muccuc Meyiok odeHs Majio oOpainaia BHUMaHUS M Ha camoe Mepu, ¥ Ha TO, YTO OHa
nymaiia. Eif BoBce He xoTenoch exath B JIOH/IOH, Kak pa3 Koraa Oblia cBajib0a ee IIeMSIHHUIIB, HO Y
Hee ObUIO yIOOHOE, BHITOTHOE MECTO SKOHOMKH B MucCCeNbTyaT-M3HOpe, U yaepXkKaTb 3TO MECTO 3a
co00i1 OHa MOTJIa TOJBKO JAenas To, uTo muctep KpaseH npukassiBai. OHa He cMerna JJake 3a7aBaTh
BOIIPOCOB.

— Kannran JIeHHOKC 1 ero skeHa yMepiH OT XOJIephl, — cKazan ei Mmuctep KpaseH cBorm xomnop-
HBIM JIJAKOHUYEeCKUM TOHOM. — KaruTan JleHHOKC ObT OpaToM MOeid eHbl, ¥ 51 ONIEKYH €ro JI04YepH.
JleBOUKy npuBe3yT clofa. Bel 10/KHBL Toexarh B JIOHAOH U caMu IIPUBE3TH €e.

U oHa ynoxuna cBoi HeOONBIIIOW YeMOaH 1 OTIPABUIIACH B MY Th.

Mepu cujena B yrily BaroHa, HeKpacuBasi, ¢ Kallpu3HbIM BelpaxeHueM juua. Eil Hedero Obu10
YHTAaTh, HE HA YTO OBUIO CMOTPETH, U OHA CHJIeNA, CJIOKUB Ha KOJIEHSIX CBOM MaJIeHbKHE PYKH B YEPHBIX
niepuarkax. baarogaps uepHOMY IJIaThio, OHA Ka3aJlach elie KeTee, YeM BCEr/ia, U ee peKUe CBETIIbIe
BOJIOCBHI TOPYAJIM WU3-T10/] YEPHOM KPETOBOM IIIAIKH.

«Hwukorza B )Ku3HM He BUbIBaa peOeHKA ¢ TAKUM KarpU3HBIM BUIOM», — TIOIyMajla MUCCHUC
Mennok. OHa HUKOrIA He BHea peOeHKa, KOTOPBIA cujes Obl TaK HEMOIBMKHO, HUYETo He Jesasl.
Hakoner eft Hayioeno cMoTpeTh Ha MepH, 1 OHa 3aroBopria ObICTPO U PE3KO.
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— ITo-moemy, Haslo TeOe pacckas3arh KOe-4To O TOM, Ky/a Thl e[elllb, — CKa3ala OHa. — 3Haelllb
ThI YTO-HUOYIb O CBOEM Jsifie?

— Her, - ckazana Mepu.

— TbI HUKOTAA HE CIBIIIANIA, YTO TBOM POAUTENIN TOBOPHIIM O HEM?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu, HaxmypuBIIKch. OHa HAXMYpPUJIACh MOTOMY, YTO BCIIOMHIJIA, UTO €€
OTE€ U MaTb HUKOI'Ia HE TOBOPHUIIU C HeHl O IleM-HI/I6yIH) OIIPEACJICHHOM W HUKOI'lda HU O YEM el He
paccKa3bIBaIH.

—I'M... T™M... — mpoBopuasia Mrccuc MeasioK, IPUCTATIBHO IJISi/1sl HA CTPaHHOE OeCccTpacTHOE
mnurko. OHa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I MOJT4ajia, HO MOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOPUIIA.

— Hano Te6e Bce-Taku Koe-4To pacckas3arh, 4TOObI TeOst TOATOTOBUTD. ThI e/Ielib B OUeHb CTpaH-
HOE MeCTO.

Mepu HMYETO He CKasaia, U €e SIBHOE PaBHOAYIIKE HECKOJIBKO 033/1a4MiI0 MUCCHC MeIoK,
HO, TEPEIOXHYB, OHA CTaJla MPOIOJIKATh:

— Heuero ckazarb, momecTbe rpoMaiHOe, HO MpayHoe, U Muctep KpaBeH oueHb ropauTes UMm. ...
no-cBoeMy. JIom ObUT BHICTPOEH MIECTHCOT JIET TOMY Ha3ajl, Ha Kpalo CTeNy, U B HEM MOYTH CTO KOM-
HaT, XOTsA 60)II>IHI/IHCTBO W3 HUX 3allCpPThI. A BHUX 1 KapTHUHBI, 1 KpaCuBasd CTapyUHHAasA MGGGJH), n
BCAKHNEC OPYIyUC BEIIU. .. U BCE 3TO CTOUT TaM LICJIBIC BEKA; BOKPYT 1OMa FpOMa)IHbel Mnapk, v cagbl, 1
JepeBbsi, BETBH KOTOPHIX JIOCTAIOT 10 3eMJi. — OHa OCTAaHOBHJIACH U OIISATH B3/I0XHYNA. — A OOJbIIe
HHUYEro, — HEOKUJAHHO 3aKOHYMIIA OHA.

Mepu HEBOJILHO Haualsla MPUCITYIIMBAThCSA. Bee 310 ObUTO Tak He moxoxe Ha MHMIo, a Bce
HOBOE Bcerja npusiekaso ee. Ho oHa He HaMepeBasiach MOKa3blBaTh, YTO €€ ITO MHTEpeCyeT. DTO
6I>UIa O/IHa N3 €€ HECYACTHBIX, HCITPUATHBIX ITPUBBIYCK.

Ona cuziena monya.

— Hy, urto b1 gymaenrs 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIPOCHIIa MUCCHC MeJIoK.

— Huuero, — orBeTnia oHa. — {1 HU4YEro He 3Hal0 MPO TAKUE MECTA.

370 3aCTaBUIIO MUCCUC MEIOK paccMesIThbCsl KOPOTKUM CMEIITKOM.

— Jla THI IOXOXa HA CTapyXy, — CKa3ayia oHa. — Pa3Be TeOs 3TO He OECrOKONT?

— DT0 Bce paBHO, OECIIOKOUT WM HET, — OTBeTUsIa MepH.

— Hy 181, moxanyi, nmpasa, — ckazajia Mmuccuc Meiok, — 3To Bce paBHO. [ToueMy MMeHHO TeOst
HAJO Jiepkarh B MuccenbTysiT-MaHope, 51 He 3Hal0, pa3Be TOJIBKO MIOTOMY, UTO 3TO yI0OHee BCEro.
OH He OyzneT TOOOI OYeHb 3aHUMAThCS, ITO-TO BEPHO, OH HUKOTJA M HUKEM HE 3aHUMAEeTCHI.

Omna BApYr OCTaHOBUJIACh, KaK OYITO BOBpPEMsI BCIIOMHUB O Y€M-TO.

— V Hero cnvHa KpuBas, — cKa3ajia oHa. — DTO ero UucrnopTuiio. OH ObLT YTPIOMBIN YeJIOBEK U
HE T0JIb30BAJICS] HU CBOMMH JIEHbI'AMH, HU CBOUM TTOMECThEM, TTOKA HE JKEHHJICS.

B3FHHII Mepl/l OCTAaHOBUJICA Ha Heﬁ, HECMOTPSA Ha BCE €€ HAMEPCHUA HE BbIKA3bIBATh MHTEPECA.
Ona HUKOrJa HE AyMaJa, YTo TOpOYH MOXKET KEHUThCS, U OblIa HECKOJIbKO yauBiieHa. Muccuc Men-
JIOK 3aMeTHJIa 3TO, U TaK Kak OHa ObUIa OYeHb OONTINBA, TO MPOAOIKAIA C OOJBITUM OKUBJICHUECM.
Bo BcsikoM cityyae, 310 ObUT CIIOCOO yOUTh BpeMsl.

— Omna ObLTa Takass MUJIasi, KpacuBasi, U OH TOTOB ObLT OOOWTH BCIO 3€MJTIO, UTOOBI IOCTATh e
naxe OBUTMHKY, KOTOPYIO €l XOTeslock. .. Koria oHa ymepra. . .

Mepu HEBOJIBHO B3/IpOTHYyJIa.

— O, Tak oHa ymepna! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA MOYTU MPOTUB BOM. OHA TOJIBKO YTO BCIIOMHMJIA,
YTO KOTrJ]a-TO YMTajIa (PPaHITy3CKYI0 CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW FOBOPHIIOCH O OeTHOM ropOyHe ¥ IpeK pacHOM
MIpUHLIECCE, U €1 BAPYT CcTaslo kajb Muctepa KpaseHa.

— Jla, oHa ymepiia, — OTBETHJIa MUCCHC MeIJIoK, — U € TeX MOp OH cTal emle Oosiee cTpaHHbIM. OH
HUKeM He uHTepecyetcsi. OH He XoueT BUAETH Jiiofiei. OH 1o Oosbleld YacT B pa3be3iax, a Koraa oH
B MuccenbTysiiTe, TO 3anvpaercs B 3amagHoM ¢uiuresie ¥ He MmycKaeT k cede HuKoro, kpome [Tnyepa.
[Truep yxe cTapuk, HO OH XOAWJI 32 HUM, KOTI/Ia OH ObLT ellle peOEHKOM, U 3HAET BCE €r0 MPUBBIYKH.
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Bce 310 04yeHs moxoxke ObUIO Ha paccKa3 W3 KHUKKHU U He 0cOOeHHO oOoapmiio Mepu. Jlom ¢
COTHEI0 KOMHAT, BEPU KOTOPHIX 3alepThl, JOM Ha KPalo CTEMU — YTO OBl 3TO HU 3HAYMIIO, BO BCEM
3TOM OBLJIO UTO-TO MpadHoe. M 4enoBek ¢ KpUBOU CIIMHOM, KOTOPBIN TOXeE 3arpaeTcs!

Mepu risiziena B OKHO, Kperko cxkaB ryobl. Eil kazanock B OpsiaKe Bele, 4To BAPYT XJIbIHYJIH
KOChIE Cepble MOTOKH JIOX/Is], YAapsisi B OKOHHBIE CTEKJIA M CTeKasi 1Mo HUM. .. Eciii Obl KpacuBasi keHa
mucrepa KpaBena Obla x1Ba, oHa Moriia Obl O)KMBUTh MPAYHBIH JIOM, KaK €e MaTh: OHa Oerasa Obl
Ty[la U CIof1a, e3/1i71a Obl B TOCTH, KaK OHa, B TUIaThsIX ¢ KpyxkeBamu. Ho ee yxe Oosbiiie He ObLIO.

— Tol He oymail, yTo yBUAMIIBL MUcTepa KpaBeHa, — cka3asia muccuc Mensiok, — AecATh I1aH-
COB MPOTUB OJHOTO, YTO He yBUAMIIG. M He nymaii, YTo KTO-HUOYIh B JOME CTaHET ¢ TOOOW BeCTu
pasroBopbl. Thl fo/KHA Oyaenib Urpath U cama cedst 3aHMMaTh. Tebe CKakyT, B Kakue KOMHATHI Te0e
MOXHO XOJMTh M B KaKue HeJlb34. .. Ca/IoB 371€Ch JOBOJILHO, HO, KOT/Ia ThI Oy/IeIllb B IOMe, He IIaTaics
W He 3arisiapiBail mosciony. Mucrtep Kpasen storo He moouT.

— 41 1 He 3ax04y WATH 3aryIsABIBATh TOBCIOAY, — KHCIO CKa3ana MepH, U Tak ke BHE3aIlHo,
KaK B HeH MOsIBUJIACH JKaJIOCTh K MUcTepy KpaBeHy, jKalocTh 9Ta Mcuessa; OHa MoayMalia, YTo TaKoi
HETIPUSITHBIA YeJIOBEeK 3aCITyKMBAET BCETO TOTO, YTO C HUM CITyUHJIOCh.

Ona o0epHyIach JIMIIOM K MOKPBIM OKHAM M CTaJla CMOTPETh Ha Cepble TIOTOKH OIS, KOTO-
PbIi, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUKOTIa He MOT ME€PecTaTh; CMOTpesia OHa TaK JOJTO M MPUCTAIBHO, YTO CEPBIH I[BET
CTaJI CTYIAThCS MPEJ] ee I71a3aMu; U OHa CKOPO YCHYJIA.
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I'nasa 111

Ona crana 1oro U Korja MmpocHyJack, MUCCUC MeIJIoK KyIuiia Ha OHOM CTaHIIMU KOP3UHKY
C 3aKyCKOH, M OHM TIOEJTH XOJIOMHOTO Msica, XJ1eba ¢ MacjaoM M HallWJIMCh ropsidero vaoo. JJoxap cran
elle CUJIbHEee, M Ha CTAHIMU BCE XOIMIJIM B MOKPBIX OJIECTAIIMX HEMPOMOKaeMbIX Tutamax. Konayktop
3a)er B BaroHe JIaMITbl, 1 MUCCUC MeJIOK OueHb OXKMBHJIACH Onarogapsi yaio v 3akycke. Ena oHa
O4YeHb MHOTO U MOTOM caMa TOXe YCHYJa; a Mepu cujena, CMOTpesa, Kak Huisna Muccuc Measok
CIBHUTaJach HAOOK, TIOKA OMSATh HE YCHYNA B YIJIy BaroHa, yOaloKaHHasi CTYKOM JIOXKSl B OKHO.

Korzaa ona mpocHysach, 66110 yike JOBOJIIBHO TeMHO. [loe3 crosin y cranimu, 1 Muccuc Meuiok
BCTpSIXMBAJIA €€.

— U ycnyna xe Thl! — ckazana oHa. — [Topa oTkpeITh T1a3a. D710 craHuus TysiT, U Ham ere
JOJTO TPUIETCS eXaTh Ha JIOIMasX.

Mepu BcTana, crapasch JepKaTh Ila3a OTKPHITHIMU, TIOKa MUccHC Memiok coOupasia CBOM
cBepTKH. JleBoUKa He BHI3BAJIACh TIOMOYb €, MOTOMY uTO B VIHIMM Ty3eMHBbIe CIIyTH BCErJa MOIbl-
MaJTi ¥ HOCUJI BCE, ¥ CUUTAJIOCH BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM, YTOOBI OJIHH JIIOAY MPUCTYKUBATH APYTHUM.

Crannus OblTa MaJieHbKasi, U, KpOMe HHX, Ha Hell HUKTO He BHIEeN U3 BaroHa. Bosje miar-
opmbI cTosT KUNIAK, 1 Mepu cpasy yBUjena, YTo IKUMax ObLT IEroeBaThiid; TAKOH ke IIerose-
BaThI Jlakel noacaani ee. Korna oH 3axJIOMHYI ABEpILY, BCKOYKIT Ha KO3JIBI PSIIOM C Ky4epOM M OHU
TPOHYJIMCh, Mepy OU4yTHIIaCh B YIOTHOM YTy KHUIaxa C MITKOW OOMBKOM, HO CIIaTh el yx OoJblie
HE XOTEeJIOCh.

Ona cuzena 1 ¢ JII0OONBITCTBOM CMOTpEJIa B OKHO: €11 04eHb XOTeJIOCh YBUIETh YTO-HUOYIb Ha
Jopore, 0 KOTOPOH €€ BE3/IM B 3TO CTPAHHOE MECTO, O KaKOM el roBopriia Muccuc Meiok. OHa He
Obl1a pOOKOI OT MPUPOMBI M TETEPh HE OCOOEHHO Myrajach... HO MaJo JI YTO MOXKET CITyUUThCS B
JIOMe C COTHE! KOMHAT, KOTOpPbIE ITOYTH BCE 3alepThl, B JOME, CTOSIIIIEM Ha Kpalo CTenu?

— Yro Takoe crenb? — BHE3AIHO CIIPOCKIA OHA MUCCHC MeIoK.

— A THI BBIIVISIHM B OKHO MHUHYT 4epe3 AecsTh M TOrJa YBUIUIIb, — OTBETHIA Ta. — Hawm erme
MIPUIETCS TPOEXaTh MATh MIJIb, TIPEXIE YeM Mbl JoOepeMcs 10 JoMa. MHOro Tenepb He YBUIHIIb,
MOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHasl, HO YTO-HUOY/b BCE-TaKU MOXHO Pa3IJIsiIeTh.

Mepu He 3a1aBajia O0JIbIIIe HUKAKUX BOITPOCOB, a CHENA U JK/1aJ1a B CBOEM TEMHOM YIITy, yCTpe-
MUB I71a3a Ha OKHO. POHapU KapeThl Opocay Jiydd CBeTa Ha HEOOJbBIIIOE PACCTOSIHUE BIEPEs... U
nepen, Mepu MenbKaiu BUIbI Aopord. Korja oHM BeleXail CO CTAHIUH, TO MPOEXad KPOXOTHYIO
nepeBeHbKy, 1 Mepu Bujiesia BHIOETIEHHbIE KOTTEKU 1 (POHAPU TaBEPHBI.

[ToTom OHM NpoexaTi MUMO LIEPKBH U JIOMa CBSIIIEHHUKA, TIPOEXali MUMO OCBEILIEHHOTO OKHA
JIaBKH, 1/ ObLTH BBICTABJICHBI ISl TPOJAKK UTPYILKH, CIACTH U ellle Koe-KaKue TOBAPbI, U HAKOHEIT
BBIEXAJTM HA TIPOE3KYIO JIopory, rae Mepu Busena ToJbKO JepeBbs U usropoau. Ilocie 3Toro oueHb
J0JTOe BpeMsi HUYEro Jpyroro He ObUIO BUJIHO.

Hakoser jomay nomum MeyieHHee, TOYHO MOAIMASICh B TOPY, M CKOPO UCUE3NH JJakKe jAepe-
Bbsl M M3ropoay. Mepu HUYEro He MorJia BUIETh, TAK KaK BOKPYT ObUla HempoHuiaemasi TbMa. OHa
HAKJIOHWJIACh BIIEPE/I M MPHXKAJIACh JIMIIOM K OKHY, KaK BIPYT KapeTy CHJIbHO TPSIXHYJIO.

— Bort Teneps mbl B cTenu, — ckazana muccuc Memsiok. @oHapy KapeTsl Opocaiv JKeNThI CBET
Ha HEPOBHYIO JIOPOTY, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJoch, poJieraia MeKay KYCTOB M HU3KMX PACTEHUH, YXOAUBIINX
KyZ1a-TO B HEOOBSTHOE TEMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, OKpYXaBIllee UX co Bcex cTopoH. [logpimarcs Betep,
B JINKOM BO€ KOTOPOTO CJIBIIIAJIMCh CTPAHHBIE HIU3KHUE IIEIECTSIINE 3BYKH.

—3710... 3T0 BeJb He Mope? — ckazana Mepu, 0OepHYBIIUCH U TSI HA CBOIO CITyTHUILY.

— Her, e Mope, — oTBeTHIIa MECCUC MEJIOK, — 1 9TO He OISl ¥ He TOPBbI, & TPOCTO TeJTbie MUJIN
IMKOM 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOW HUYEro He pacTeT, KpoMe BepecKa, APOKa U TEPHOBHUKA, U IJIe BOASATCS
TOJIBKO TUKHUE TTOHU Ja OBIIBI.
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— A MHe KaxeTcs, 4To 3T0 ObUIO ObI IMOXOXe Ha Mope, eciii O 37ech Oblla Boja, — CKa3aja
Mepu. — Bor tenepp 310 IIyMHUT, TOYHO MOpE.

— DTo BeTep BOET B KycTax, — ckazayia Muccuc Memiok. — [lo-moemy, 310 AMKOE, MyCTHIHHOE
MECTO, XOTsI OHO MHOTMIM HPABUTCSI, OCOOEHHO KOT/Ia IIBETET BEPECK.

Onu Bce exainu BIiepe/l B ITyOOKOW ThME; IOk /Ib TIepecTas, HO BeTep MPOJOJIKAJl 3aBbIBATh TaK
e CTPaHHO, Kak rpexje. Jlopora 1uia To B ropy, To MoJ TOpy, M HECKOJIBKO pa3 KapeTa Mmpoe3xasa
10 HeOOJBIITMM MOCTUKAM, O]l KOTOPHIMU OBICTPO U IIIYMHO TEKJIa BOJA.

Mepwu Kazaioch, 4TO ITOMY MYyTEIMIECTBUIO He OydeT KOHIA; MIMPOKass yrpomas CTerb Mpej-
CTaBJIsIach e MUPOKUM MPOCTOPOM TEMHOIO OKeaHa, uepe3 KOTOPbI OHa IMpoeskasia Mo Y3KOou
TIOJIOCKE 3€MJIN.

— MHe 310 He HpaBWTCS, — CKa3ajia OHa camou cebe. — MHe 310 He HpaBuTcs. — M oHa ere
KperyJe CTUCHY/IAa CBOU TOHKHE T'yOBl.

Jlomaau noppiManuck B ropy, Koraa Mepu BIiepBble 3aMeTH/Ia CBET BAAIU. 3aMeTUsia ero u
MuUccUC MeIoK ¥ MPOTSIKHO, ¢ 00JierYeHueM B3/IOXHYJIA.

— I Tak paga BUAETh, YTO TaM MEPIIAET OTOHEK! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA. — DTO CBET B OKHE CTO-
POXKU. MBI BO BCSIKOM CJTy4ae MoJIy4yuM IO YalllKe 4yaio, TOJIbKO MOI0XKAU YYyTOUKY.

[Mpunuiock EHCTBUTENLHO TOMOKIATh «UyTOUYKY», KaK OHA BHIPA3WIach, TIOTOMY 4YTO KOTJIa
KapeTra y)ke BbeXaJsa 3a Orpajy napka, UM OCTaBajoCh €Ile MpoexaTb OKOJIO ABYX MWJb IO aJljee;
BETBU JIEPEBbEB MOUTH CXOJWIMCH HaJl TOJIOBOH, U MPUXOAWIIOCH €XaTh TOUYHO MO/ JUIMHHBIM TEMHBIM
CBOJIOM.

M3-non sToro cBoja OHM BbleXald HA JIyXkKalKy U OCTAaHOBWJIMChH Tpe]l OYeHb JUIMHHBIM, HO
HU3KUM JIOMOM, MOCTPOEHHBIM BOKPYT BBHIMOIIIEHHOTO KaMHeM JIBopa. Mepu cHauvajia rmoka3asoch,
YTO B OKHAX BOBCE He OBUIO CBETa; HO, BB/ U3 KAPEThl, OHA YBUJEJIA, YTO B OTHOW KOMHATE B YIITy
BEPXHETO 3Taka BUAHEJICS TYCKJIbI CBET.

BxomHast qBepb OblTa rpoMajHasi, ceIaHHas U3 MACCUBHBIX TYOOBBIX JOCOK CTPAHHOU (DOPMBHI,
¢ OOJBIIMMU KeJIe3HBIMY T'BO3ISIMU M CKpPETUICHHAsI IIMPOKUMH TojiocamMu kejie3a. OHa BeJia B Tpo-
MaJIHYIO TIepe/IHIO, KOTopast OblIa OUeHb TYCKJIO OCBEIIICHA, U JIUIIA TIOPTPETOB Ha CTEHAX W (DUTYPBI
B CTAPUHHBIX JIOCTeXax MPOU3Bed Ha Mepu Takoe BlieyaT/ieHUe, YTo el He XOTeJIOCh CMOTPETh Ha
HUX.

Korpa ona ctosijia B 3T0l KOMHaTe C KAMEHHBIM MOJIOM, TO Ka3ajach TAKOW MaJIeHbKOW CTpaH-
HOH YepHOU (pUrypKoOii M YyBCTBOBaJIA ceOs TOXkKE KaKON-TO MaJIeHbKOUM CTPaHHOH 1 3a0pOIIIEHHON.

OKOJI0 CITyr', OTBOPUBILIETO UM JIBEPb, CTOSLI €Ile KAaKON-TO YOTIOPHBINA CTAPUK.

— BBl IOJKHBI OTBECTH JIEBOUKY B €€ KOMHATY, — CKa3aJl OH XPUILIBIM rojiocoM. — OH He XOueT
ee BuzeTh. OH yTpoMm ye3xaeT B JIOHIIOH.

— Ouenp xoporio, muctep [Tudep, — orBeTmia Mmuccuc Meyiok, — €ciu s TOJIbKO 3HAI0, YTO OT
MeHs TpeOyeTcsl, TO 51 YK CYMEIo BCe YCTPOUTb.

— Or Bac BoT uTO Tpebyercs, muccuc Meiok, — ckazas muctep [Tuuep, — 4ToOBI BBI ITOCTapa-
JIMCh He OECTIOKOUTH €ro M YTOOBI OH He BUJIEN TOTO, Yero He kKeJlaeT BUIETh.

ITocne storo Mepu JleHHOKC IOBeIM BBEPX MO LIMPOKOH JIECTHULIE, [TOTOM I10 IJTMHHOMY KOPH-
J0pY, OMSATH BBEPX MO HEOOJBIION JIECTHHUIIE, €Ille TI0 OMHOMY KOPUIOPY U eIlle TI0 OTHOMY; ITOTOM
B CTEHE OTBOPUJIACH JIBEPb, U Mepr OUyTUIach B KOMHATE, TJie TOMUJICS KaMUH U Ha CToJie ObLT IPH-
TOTOBJIEH YXKHH.

— Hy, Teneps KoHell, — OecliepeMOHHO CKa3ajia MHCCHC MejioK, — 3Ta U COCeHsAsT KOMHATa
OTBeJeHbI TeOe; TYT Thl U JI0JKHA cuaeTh. He 3a0biBaii TOrO!

Takum oOpa3zom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTysut-MaHop.
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I'naBa IV

Y1pom Mepu OTKpbLIa IJ1a3a TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO B KOMHATY BOIIUIA MOJIOJICHbKAs CITyXKaHKa,
YTOOBI 3aTONMUTh KaMuH. OHA CTOsITa HA KOJICHSIX BO3JIe KAMUHA, C IITYMOM BHI'peOasi U3 Hero 301y,
1 Mepw Jexana U cCMOTpesa Ha Hee HECKOJIbKO CeKyHJ, TIOTOM CTajla OcMaTpuBaTh KOMHaTy. OHa
HUKOIJ/Ia HE BUJIEIa TaKOW KOMHATBI, KOTOpasi MOKa3ajach el OYeHb CTpaHHOM M MpayHOW. CTeHbI
ObLI TIOKPHITHl TKAHBIMHU 000SIMH, Ha KOTOPBIX ObLT M300paskeH JiecHOH BuJ. Tam ObLt (haHTacTH-
YEeCKM pa3oJIeThie JIIOH TO] AEPEBbsMU, a B OTAAJICHUN BUIHEIUCH OAallTHA 3aMKa. Tam ObLIM OXOT-
HUKH, JIaMbl, COOaKH, Jiomaan, 1 Mepu Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHA caMa TOXe B Jiecy BMecTe ¢ HuMmH. U3
[TyOOKOro OKHa OHa MOIJIAa BUIETh OOIIMPHOE OTIIOrOe MPOCTPAHCTBO 3€MJIM, HA KOTOPOM BOBCE HE
OBLIO IepeBbEB M KOTOPOE OYEHb MOXOAWIIO Ha Oe3rpaHIMYHOE TYCKJIO-ITYPITypHOE MOpe.

— Yt0 310 Takoe? — Crpocuia OHa, MOKa3bIBas MaJIbIIeM B OKHO.

MornoneHbkas ciykaHka, Mapra, KOTopasi TOJIBKO YTO MOAHSJIACH Ha HOTH, TOCMOTpeSIa B OKHO
Y TOXE yKa3aJia MajbleM.

— Bon tam? — cipocuiia oHa.

— Ja.

— 10 cTenp, — CKa3ajia OHa C MMPOKOU, OOPOAYIIHON YIIBIOKON. — OHa TeOe He HpaBUTCA?

— Her, — otBeTnna Mepu, — 51 ee HEHaBUKY.

— DTO0 MOTOMY, YTO THl K HEll He MPUBBIKJIA, — CKa3aja Mapra, uas Ha3zaa K KamuHy. — Tbl
AyMaelib, YTO OHA CITUIIKOM OoJbitiasi u rofas? Ho oHa TeGe moHpaBUTCH.

— A tebe HpaBuTCsA? — cripocuia Mepw.

— KoneuHo, — Becesnio otBetria Mapra, BRITUpas KAMHHHYIO pereTky. — $1 moomo crernb. OHa
BOBCE He Tojiasi. BecHOH Tam 4ydecHO, KOrja IBEeTeT BepecK M JPOK; TOrja TaM IMaxHEeT MeJIOM U
CTOJIBKO TIPOCTOPY W BO3/YXY, HEOO KaKeTCsl TAKMM BBICOKMM-BBICOKUM! A TYesIbl M KaBOPOHKU
TIOIOT U KYXKaT, ¥ IIIyM Takou NpusATHBIA. O, 51 Ob HU 32 YTO HE TIOKUHYJIA CTerb !

Mepu ciyiana ee ¢ cepbe3HbIM, 033/1a9€HHBIM BbIpakeHUeM JInIa. Ty3eMHBIe CTyTH, K KOTO-
pbIM OHa TpuBbIKIa B HaMM, ObUTH BOBCEe He Takue, kKak Mapra. OHu Bcerna Obutd paOoJierHbl U
MOI000CTPACTHHL M HE CMEJT TOBOPUTh CO CBOMMU TOCIIOIAMH TaK, Kak paBHble M. OHU Jienanu
«cajiaamMm», Ha3blBAIM UX «IOKPOBUTEISAMU OCJHBIX» M TOMY NOAOOHBIMM MMeHamu. VIHAMKCKOTO
CITYTY He MIPOCHITU C/IeNIaTh TO WM APYTroe, eMy MpUKa3biBaId. TaM He ObLJIO 0ObIuasi TOBOPUTH CITyTe
«TOKaIyHcTa» 1 «Onaronapio», 1 Mepu Bceria JaBajia MOIIEYMHbBI CBOEH aifd, Koraa Obuia cepauTa.
OHna HeBOJIbHO MoAyMaJa O TOM, UTo czienaia Obl Mapra, ecm Obl OHa B3[lyMaJia aTh €i MOIeUnHY.

Mapra ObUta ToJTHas, pyMsiHast, TOOPOIYIIIHAsI HA BUJI IEBYIIIKA, HO B €e MaHepax ObUIO YTO-
TO pelInTeIbHOe U cMenioe, U Mepu moyMala, 9YTo OHa, MoXKaayid, OTBeTHIa Obl TOXE MOIIeYNHOM,
0COOEHHO eC/i ee yaapuiia Obl MaJIeHbKast JeBOYKA.

— Tsl cTpaHHas ciy)kaHKa, — JIOBOJILHO BBICOKOMEPHO MPOoropopuiia Mepu ¢ MojyIiex.

Mapra npucesna Ha KOPTOUKH, Jiepka B pyKax IIETKY, U paccMesyiach 0e3 BCAKOro MpU3HaKa
THEBa.

— O, 519710 3HaI0, — cKa3asa oHa. — Ecim Obl 371eCh, B MucCenbTy31Te, Oblila HACTOSIIAS] TOCTIONKA,
s1 ObI HUKOT/Ia He MOTJIa OBITh JIaXke BTOPOW TOPHUYHOUM. MeHst Obl, MOKaTyH, B3SUIA B CYIOMOUKH, HO
HUKOTJA He MyCTUIM Obl B BEPXHUE KOMHATHI. $1 CJIMIITKOM MPOCTasi ¥ TOBOPIO MO-HOpKIupcku. Ho
9TOT JIOM KaKOW-TO CTPaHHBIN, B HEM TOYHO HY TOCIIOIMHA, HA TOCTIOKH HeT, Kpome mucTepa [Tuuepa
u muccuc Memnok. Muctep KpaBeH He JTIOOUT, 4TOOBI €ro YeM-HUOYIbh OSCIIOKOUIIH, KOTIa OH 3/1eCh,
Y OH TOYTH TIOCTOSTHHO B O0The3zie. Muccuc Meyiok mo JoOpote cBoel Jiana MHe 310 Mecto. OHa
CKazajia MHe, YTO HUKOTJIa He caefaia Obl 3TOro, eciy Obl MUCCeIbTYIUT ObUT Kak Apyrue OoraTbie
aoma.

— A Teriepb THI OyjIelIb MOsI ClTy)kaHKa? — cripocuia Mepu Bce TeM ke BHICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM,
K KOTOPOMY OHa MPUBHIKJIa B VHIMN.
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Maprta onsTh HaYajla YUCTUTH PEIIETKY.

— 4 cnykanka muccuc Meuiok, — ropio ckaszajia OHa, — a OHa cily:kaHka mucrepa Kpasena, HO
s1 Oyy youpars TYT KOMHATBl 1 HEMHOTO MPHUCITYKHUBaTh TeOe. ToMbKo Tebe MHOTO yCIIyTr He TIOoHa-
aooutcs.

— A k10 Oyzer MeHs ofieBaTh? — cripocuia Mepu.

Maprta onsiTh npricesia Ha KOPTOUKHY U YCTaBUJIACh Ha Hee; OT U3YMJICHU I OHa OITSATh 3arOBOPIIIA
C MPOTSKHBIM HOPKIIIUPCKUM AKIIEHTOM.

— Pa3Be Tbl He MOXelllb cama OfeThCsA? — CIPOCKIIa OHA.

— Yro 310 3HauMT? $1 HE MOHMMAIO TBOETO SI3bIKa, — CKazayia Mepu.

— O, s 3a0b11a, — cKa3zana Mapra. — Muccuc Measiok Besiesia MHE CJIeUTh 32 COOOM, a TO Thl
HE MOWMellIb, 4TO s TOBOpI0. Tak Tl HE MOXeIllb caMa HaJeTh IJIaThs ?

— Her, — noutu ¢ HeronoBanuem oreeTwiia Mepu. — Sl HUKoraa B )kM3HU 3TOTO He enaia. MeHs
BCerja ofeBaia Mos aid.

— Ecnu Tak, To Tebe mopa HayuuThCs, — CKazana Mapra, 04eBUIHO, He TIOI03peBasi, 4YTO TOBOPUT
Jep30CcTu. — DTO He CUIIKOM paHo. TeGe OyaeT oueHb MOJIE3HO caMo YXaKUBaTh 3a coOor. Most
MaThb BCer/ia TOBOPUT, YTO He TIOHMMAET, MOYeMy 3TO Y BaXKHBIX Oap JIeTH He BBIPACTAIOT HAOUTHIMU
JOypakaMu: Bellb Y HUX BCErla HSHBKU M WX BCErJa JIPyrue MOIOT M OJIEBAIOT, U TYJISATh BBHIBOMST,
TOYHO IICHSAT.

— B lnauu Bce nHave, — mpe3puTeNibHO cka3ana Mepu. OHa efiBa Biajesna coOom.

Ho Mapra Hu4yTh HE CMYyTHIIACh.

— OHO ¥ BUJIHO, YTO MHAUe, — CKa3aja OHA COYYBCTBEHHO. — f aymalo, 3T0 MOTOMY, YTO Tam
TaKOE MHOXECTBO YEPHOKOKHX BMECTO TOPSIOYHBIX Oesbix Jioged. Korma s ycielmiana, 4to Thl
enenns ciofa u3 MHauu, s momyMala, 9ro Thl TOXE YepHOKOXkast!

Mepu cena Ha OCTeNH, CTPAILLIHO Pa3bspPEHHAS.

— Yro! — BockymkHy/1a oHa. — Yto! Tel nymana, uro s Ty3emka! Thl... CBUHOE OTPO/bE Thi!

Mapra ycraBwiach Ha Hee U BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Koro b1 6panuinb? — ckazana oHa. — Tebe He HaJlo Tak cepauThcs. bapblliHe He ceayeT Tak
TOBOPHTH. S1 pPOBHO HUYEro He UMeEI0 TTPOTHB YepHOKOXUX. Koraa mpo HUX yuTaenb B KHMKKAX, TO
OHU BCE TaKWe PEIMTMO3HBIC; B KHIKKAX Belb CKa3aHO, YTO YEPHOKOXHUE TOXKE JIIOAW M HaIll Opa-
Ths... A s HUKOI[a HEe BUJAJIa YEPHOKOXETrO YeJIoBeKa M OUeHb 00pagoBaiach, IOTOMY YTO TOMY-
MaJia, 9TO YBUKY OJIM3KO XOTh ofHOro. Koraa st mpuiinia cioga yTpom, 4tod 3aTOMUTh KaMUH, 51 TO[-
Kpajach K TBOEH MOCTEIM U OCTOPOKHO MPUITOJHSIA OfIEsIIO, YTOOBI MOrJsAAeTh Ha Teds. U TyT-TO 5
yBUjena, — JoOaBWIa OHA pa30YapOBAaHHO, — YTO Thl HUUYTh HE YepHEEe MEHsI, HECMOTpPsI Ha TO YTO
Takas xenaras!

Mepu naxe He cTapaiach CIepKUBaTh CBOETO 'HEBA.

— Tol nymana, uto g Ty3eMka! Kak 1ol cmena! Tl ux coBcem He 3Haelib! OHU He JIIoW, OHU
CITyTH, KOTOpBIE JOJDKHBI KJIaHAThesa! Thl HUYero He 3Haemb npo MHgwmio! Tel coBceM HHUYEro He
3Haellb!

Ona ObuTa Tak B30eIIeHa M YyBCTBOBAJIA ceOsl TaKOW OeCIIOMOIITHOM Mpe/l HAMBHBIM B3IJISIOM
MapTtsl, 4 B TO K€ caMoe BpeMsl BAPYI NOUYyBCTBOBasIA ceOsl TAKOM OJMHOKOW, TAaKOW JAJEeKOW OT
BCEro TOro, YTO OHA MOHUMAJIa U YTO TIOHUMAJIO €€, YTO OPOCHIIACh JIUIIOM B MOAYIIKY U pa3pa3uiiach
poiganusimMu. OHa Tak O6e3yepkKHO pblaaia, 4to JoopomyiHas Mapra Jake UCIyranach U e CTajo
*kaib 1eBovykr. OHa MOJOILIA K MOCTENU U HAKJIOHWIach K MepH.

— He Hapo Tak miakars! — crana oHa ynpammBark. — [IpaBo, He Haj0. §I He 3Hasa, YTO THI TaK
paccepautiibest! S Taku BOBce HUYETO He 3Halo, Kak Thl ckazasa. [Iporry niporienusi, mucc. [lepecrannb
e TIJIaKkarh!

B ee cTpaHHOI HOPKIIMPCKON PeYr 1 CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepax ObUIO YTO-TO YCIIOKaWBAoILee, Ipy-
KeMoOHOe, YTO XOpOIIo AeicTBOoBaIO Ha Mepu. OHa MOCTENEeHHO MepecTala IUlakaTh U 3aTHXJa.
Mapra, BUIMMO, MOYYBCTBOBAaJIa OOJIETYeHHE.
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— A teneps nopa Tede BCTaBaTh, — CKa3zaia oHa. — Muccuc Meljiok ckasaja, 4ToObl s IPHHO-
CHJIa B COCETHIOI KOMHATY TBOH 3aBTpakK, 0oe/1 v y:kuH. Tam Tebe ycTpowu aeTckymo. S tebe momory
OLOEThCA, €CJIN Thl BCTAHCIIIb. Ecmm ITyroBunbl y Te6}l Ha 1J1aTb€ C3aaU, TO Thl UX HE MOXKEIIb caMa
3aCTETHYTh.

[Mpouecc oneBaHbst HAYYHI X 00EUX Koe-yeMy. MapTa 4acTo 3acTernBajia CBOMX CECTPEHOK U
Oparuiiiek, HO HUKOT/Ia ellie He Bujiena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIN CTOST Obl HETTOABYIKHO M KA, TTOKA KTO-
HUOYIb APYTOM CAENAeT JJIsl Hero BCe YTO HAJlo, Kak OYITO y HEro caMmoro He ObLJIO HU PYK, HHA HOT.

— Ilouemy Thl cama He HajeBaellb OAIMAaKOB? — CIPOCHJIA OHA, Korga MepH MpecrnoKonHO
MOJICTAaBWJIA €11 HOTY.

— Mos aiis ienana 310, — oTBeTHIa MepH, yCTaBUBIIMCH Ha Hee. — Takoi TaM oObIvai.

OHa oYeHb YacTo TOBOPHJIA: «TaKOW ObLT 0OBbIYail». Ty3eMHbIe CIYTH BCerja rOBOPHJIM 3TO.
Ecimm nm ITpUKa3bIBaJIN CACIIaTh ‘ITO-HI/I6yIlI), 4ero OeJible BEKAa HE ACJIaJId UX MMPEAKH, OHU C KPOTKHUM
B3IIAIOM OTBevasid: «OO0bYail He TAKOB», — U BCAKWN 3HAJI, YTO 3TUM JIEJI0 KOHYAJIOCh.

«O0bI4yait ObLT TAKOB», YTO Mepr HUYEro He Jesiajia cama, a TOJIbKO CTOsIIa U TO3BOJIsIA OfIETh
ce0s1, TOUHO KyKJIa.

Panbinie yem oHa rotoBa OblIa MITH 3aBTpakaTh, OHA yKe Hadyasa Mojo3peBaTh, YTO KU3Hb B
MuccenbTysiiTe HAy9IUT e MHOTOMY, COBEPIIIEHHO HEU3BECTHOMY €ii: HalipuMep, HaJieBaTh YyJIKH U
OalMaky, OIBIMATh BCE, YTO OHA POHSLTIA.

Ecnu 661 MapTta Oblsla XOpOIIIO 00y4eHHOH, «HACTOSIIIEeH» TOPHUYHOM, OHa OblTa Obl OoJee
MOYTHUTEJILHOW U YCITYKJIMBOM M 3Hasa Obl, UTO €l MoJIaraeTcsi pacuechiBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTETMBAThH
OalMaky, TOJHAMATh BEIU U KJIacTh X Ha Mecto. Ho oHa Oblta mpocTast iepeBeHCKas JeBYIIKa,
KOTOpast BBIPOC/IA B KOTTE/IKE B CTENH C IeJION TONIOW OpaTheB U cecTep, KOTOPHIM U B TOJIOBY HE
MIPUXOUIIO, YTO MOKHO Yero-HUOYIb He JeJIaTh CAMUM U He YXa)XUBaTh 32 MJIAJIIIAMU A€ThMU, KOTO-
PpbI€ €HIE TOJIBKO YYUJIMCh XOOUTb.

Ecmu 661 Mepu JIeHHOKC OblTa TAKUM PeOSHKOM, KOTOPOTO JIETKO Pa3BeCeMTh, OONTIMBOCTD
MapTtsl, BeposITHO, paccMmeriia Obl ee; Ho Mepu HEBO3MYTHMO CIIyIaia ee, YIUBJISSICh Pa3BI3HO-
crtu ee Manep. CHavasa pa3roBop HU4IyTh He MHTEpECcOBaJl ee, HO MapTa npojoikana JoOpOLyIIHO
6ontarh, 1 Mepu crajia MpUCTyIIMBATLCS K €€ Peyu.

— Ecnu 6wl T X Bcex Bujena! — roopuia Mapra. — Hac Bcex BeHaIaTh 4esioBek, a OTell
MO TOJTy4aeT BCero MeCcTHAIIATh WUTMHTOB B Hefiemo. TpyIHO MaTepy HAKOPMUTD UX BCEX, CKAKY
A T€6e. Bce JetTn HCHLIﬁ AC€Hb UT'pal0T B CTCIIU, U MaTb I'OBOPUT, YTO OHH TOJICTCIOT OT CTECITHOI'O
BO3/1yxa. OHa TOBOPUT, YTO OHH, IOJKHO OBITh, AT TPaBy, Kak quKue noHu. Hamr [IukoH, eMy yxe
ABCHAAUATD JICT, IPUPYYUIT MOJIOAYIO JIOIAIKY-TIOHU U TOBOPUT, UTO OHA TCIIEPL €rO.

— A rz1e oH B35 ee? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— Hammen B crenu BMecTe ¢ Matepblo, Korja oHa Oblia ele coBceM MajieHbKast. OH cTaj npupy-
4aTb €€, KOpMHUTH XH66OM, [UIIaTh OJ1d HEC TPaBy. M ona tak IMPUBBIKJIA K HEMY, UTO XOOUT CJICAOM
32 HUM M TIO3BOJISIET €MY CEeCTh el Ha CriuHy. JIMKOH O4YeHb TOOpHIi, ¥ KMBOTHBIC JTIOOAT €ro.

YV Mepu HuKoOrAa He ObUIO HUKAKOTO )KUBOTHOTO, C KOTOPBIM OHA MOTJIa ObI UT'PaTh, M € BCeraa
OYeHb XOTeJIOCh UMeTh ero. OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA Jlake HEKOTOpPBIA MHTepec K IIMKOHY; a Tak Kak
OHa HUKOTJ]A HUKeM He WHTepecoBaslach, KpoMe caMou cebsl, 3TO, OUYEBHIHO, OBLIO MPOOYKIeHHEM
JI0OpOro 4yBCTBA.

Korza ona Bomuia B KOMHATY, B KOTOPOW YCTPOWIIU /151 Hee IETCKYIO, TO YBUJIeNa, YTO KOMHATa
MOXOXa Ha Ty, B KOTOPOM OHA craja. 1o Obula KOMHATa He sl peOeHKa, a JUIsl B3pOC/Ioro 4eso-
BCKa, C MPAYHbIMU CTAPbIMH KapTUHAMMA HAa CTCHAX U C TAXKCEJIBIMU CTapbIMU Ily6OB])IMI/I CTYJIbSIMU. Ha
CTOJIE TTOCPEIN KOMHATHI CTOSIT XOPOIIMH OOMITbHBIH 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepu Bcerga Obl1 04eHb TIOXOM
anreTuT, ¥ OHA PAaBHOYIITHO B3IJISIHY/IA HA TepBoe OMo0, KoTopoe Mapra nocraBuiia mpej Heu.

— 41 He xouy 3TOro, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

— He xouems kamm?! — HegoBEepUMBO BOCKJIMKHY/1a Mapra.

— Her.
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— Tol He 3Haelb, Kakasi oHa BKycHast! [1o10:ku HEMHOXKKO TATOKU WM caxapy!

— 4 He xouy, — nosropwiia Mepu.

— Bot 31010 51 Y’ HE MOTY NIEPEHOCUTbh, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MapTa, — 4ToObI MOHANPACHY MOPTUIIN
xoporiryio posusuio! Ecim 6 32 3TUM CTOJIOM CHUENM HAIK JIETH, OHKU OBl €ro B MSTh MUHYT OYH-
cruiu!

— INouemy? — xonoaHo cnpocwia Mepu.

— [Touemy? — nmoBTOpUIIA, Kak X0, Mapra. — [loToMy, 4TO Yy HUX MOYTHU HUKOTAA B KU3HU HE
ObLJTIO MONHBIX KeTyaKoB. OHM BCerza Tak TOJOAHBI, KaK JIETEHBIIIN SCTpeda UIIN JIUCHI.

— 51 He 3HAa10, YTO 3HAYUT OBITH TOJIOHOM, — CKa3aia Mepu ¢ paBHOLYIIMEM HEBEXKIbl.

Mapra ¢ HerogoBaHueM MOIJIsi/IeNa Ha Hee.

— Hy, Te6e oueHpb nose3Ho ObLIO OBl UCTIBITATh TAKOE, 5 3TO SICHO BHIKY, — OTKPOBEHHO CKa3asa
oHa. — $I TeprieTb He MOTY JIOJIeH, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO CUASAT Ja CMOTPST Ha BKyCHYIO efy. Kak Obl MHe
XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI BCE, UTO TYT HA CTOJe, ObUIO B kenyakax y Jukona, u ®wis, u [[xeiiH, u y Bcex
OCTaJIbHBIX !

— Otyero *e Thl He OTHECEIIb UM BCEro 3Toro? — nocoeropasia Mepu.

— 910 He Moe! — ropso orBeTwia Mapra. — W cerofHsi He MO BBIXOJHOM AeHb. MHe JaioT
OTIYCK TOJIbKO pa3 B Mecsll, Kak U BCEM OCTaJIbHbIM, M TOTJA S YXOXKY JOMOM M IIOMOIal0 Marepu
yOuMpaTth, a OHa OT/IbIXAeT.

Mepu BbIIMIIa HEMHOTO Yalo U Chesla KyCOUeK MOMKAPEeHHOTo XJieba ¢ BApEeHbEM.

— A Ternepb OfieHbCS MOTETUIEH U IO HapYXKy IMOUTparth, — ckazaia Mapra. — TeGe a1o Oyner
OYEHb MOJIE3HO U JIaCT amIeTUT.

Mepu nozponuia K okHy. OHa Buena cajibl, JOPOKKH U OOJIBIINE AEPEBbsi, HO BCE 9TO MMEJIO
KAKOM-TO TYCKJIBI 3UMHHI BUJIL.

— 3aueM MHe WATU HapyKy B TAaKOW JIEHb?

— Ecnu He molifens, To IpUIEeTCsl OCTaThCsl B IOME, a YTO ThI 3/1eCh OyelIb eaTh?

Mepu ocMoTpenach BOKpYT; Aenarh 0610 Hevero. Korma muccrc Measiok ycrpauBasia JETCKyIo,
OHA He TIojlyMaJsa o pa3piedeHusx. [Toxanyi, mydine ObUIO OBl BBIMTH M IOCMOTPETH CAIbl.

— Kt0 noiiger co MHO#? — cipocujia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee.

— Tol noiiaens» ofHa, — OTBETHIIA OHA. — Tebe MpUIeTCs] HAyYUThCS UTPaTh OJHOW, KaK UTPAIOT
ApyTue eTd, y KOTOPBIX HeT cectep 1 OparbeB. Hatr [JuKoH yXoauT B cTelb OIMH U 110 LIEJIBIM Yacam
urpaet TaM. OTTOro-To OH M NMPUPYYWI NOHU. B cTenu ecTb OBIbI, KOTOPBIE €r0 3HAIOT, & NTHLIbI
MIPUJIETAIOT K HEMY U €T Y Hero U3 pyK. Y Hac XOTs MaJIo eJJbl, HO OH BCera MpsyeT Kycodek xjeda
IUTSI CBOMX JIIOOVMIIEB.

Hanomunanuve o [lykoHe 3actaBuiio Mepu NpuHSATH pellieHUe U BBIATH, XOTsI OHA U HE CO3Ha-
Basia 3Toro. Ecim B cajax He ObUIO TIOHU U OBEll, TO, BEPOSITHO, ObLTH MTHIIbI, KOTOPbIE HE TIOXOKH
Ha rtur] B IHAuK, ¥ Ha HUX, OBITh MOXKET, CTOUJIO TIOTJISIZIETb.

Mapra npuHeca eii majabTo, HUIAIY U Mapy TOJCTHIX OOTMHOK Y TMOKa3aJia JOPOTY BHU3.

— Ecim Th1 oOofien> BOH TaM KpyroM, TO IpUJENIb K cajay, — CKa3aja OHa, yKa3biBas Ha
HEeOOJBINYI0 KAJIMTKY B oropoe. — Jletom Tam yiiMa IIBETOB, HO Tereph HUYero He nperer. — OHa,
Ka3aJIoch, C MUHYTY KoJsiebasiach ¥ oToM jo0aBuia: — OauH U3 cafoB 3arnept. Tam yxke JecsThb JieT
HUKTO He ObIBAJI.

— [Touemy? — HeBoIBbHO cripocuiia Mepu. Kpome coTHM 3aniepThiX IBepel B IoMe, OKa3bIBaIacCh
elle oJHa 3arepTasi KaJuTka!

— Muctep KpaBeH Beien 3aniepers €ro, Korja ero ;keHa ymepsa Tak BHe3anHo. OH HUKOMY He
TMO3BOJISIET BXOAMTH Ty/a; 3TO ObLI ee call. OH 3arep KaJauTKy, BBIPHUL IMY M 3aKOMAJ Ty/Aa KJIOY. . .
Muiccuc MeUiok 3BOHHUT — MHE HaIo OeKaTh.
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I'nmaBa V

Korma Mapra ynuta, Mepu cBepHyJia Ha JOPOXKY, KOTOpasi BeJia K KanuTke B oropoge. OHa
HEBOJILHO JlyMaJia O TOM CaJie, B KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObIBAJI YK€ JEeCATh JIET; TyMaJia O TOM, KaKOW BUJL
MMeeT STOT CaJl ¥ eCTh JIU ellle B HeM KaKkue-HUOY/Ib KUBbBIC 1IBETHI.

Korma oHa mporiuia yepe3 KaauTKy, OHa OUyTHJIACh B OOJIBIIIOM Ca/Ty C IIMPOKUMH JTyKalKaMu U
V3BUJIMICTHIMHU JIOPOKKAMHU C MTOJYUIIIEHHBIMY KpassMu. Tam ObLTH AepeBbsi, KJTyMObI, XBOWHBIE Jepe-
Bbsl, TTOJICTPVKEHHBIE B Pa3HBIX MPUUYUIMBBIX (hOpMax, U OOJBIIION MPY[ CO CTaphiM cepbiM (DOHTa-
HOM mocpennHe. Ho kirymObl ObUTM OOHaKeHBI, a (poHTaH He Ouyl. 1o He ObLT 3anepThiid caj. Kak
MOJKHO 3ariepethb caja? Beapb B caj Bcerna MOXKHO BOUTH. . .

Ona nymana Kak pa3 o0 3TOM, KOrja yBUjea, YTo B KOHIIE JOPOXKH, 10 KOTOPOW OHA IIa,
HAXOJUTCS JJTAHHAS CTEeHa, BCS TOKPhITas ILTIOMIOM. Mepu Oblla HeIOCTAaTOUHO 3HAKOMA C AHIJIMEH,
4YTOO A0raIaThCsl, YTO OHA MPUOTFKAIACh K (PPYKTOBOMY Caly U OTOpPOY.

Oma nofomnuia K CTeHe ¥ yBU/Iela 3eJIeHyI0 KATUTKY, KOTopasi Oblla OTBOpeHa. DTO, OUEBUIHO,
He OBUT 3alepThIi Ccajl, ¥ CI0jIa MOXHO OBUIO BOUTH.

[Tpoiins B KaTUTKY, OHA YBUJIENA, YTO TO OBUI cajl, 0OHECEHHBI BOKPYT CTEHOIO, U UTO TAKUX
cafioB ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO; BCE OHU, OUEBHIHO, COOOIAIUCH Mexk 1y coOoil. [loTom oHa yBujena ere
OIHY OTKPBITYIO 3€JIEHYIO KaJUTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BUIHEIUCH KYCTBI U JOPOXKKU MEXAY IrpsAagaMu
3UMHUX OBoITeld. PPyKTOBBIE ePeBbsi POCIM BO3JIe CAMOUM CTEHBI, & HEKOTOPbIE U3 I'PANOK ObUIH
MIPUKPBITH CTEKJITHHBIMU paMaMu. Mepu TOCTOsIa, TIOCMOTpesia BOKPYT U PeIliuia, YTO BCE 3TO
OYeHb HEKPACHBO U roJio. JIeTom, Korjia Bce ObUIO 3eIeHO, cajl, ObITh MOXKET, BHIITISIEN KpachBee, HO
Terepb B HEM HUYEro KPacuBOro He ObLIO.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MMHYT M3 KaJIUTKU, BEIIEH B IPyroy caj, BBIIIE] CTApUK C 3aCTYIIOM Ha
iede. Korga oH yBuien Mepw, Ha JIUIIE €ro BRIPa3nuIoch U3yMJICHUE, U OH CJIETKa ITPUTIOAHSIT IIUTSAITY.
Jluio y Hero ObUIO yrpioMoe, ¥ €My, BUIHO, He 0COOEHHO MPHUATHO ObUIO BCTPETUTh MepH; HO el
HE HPABUJICA €r0 CaJl, BRIpaKeHUE JIMIA Y Hee ToXe ObLJI0 HEMPUBETIIMBOE, M BCTPEUE CO CTAPUKOM
OHA TOXe He 0OCOOEHHO 00PaOBAIACh.

— Yro 3z1ech Takoe? — cnpocuiia Mepu.

— OnuH 13 OropoaIoB, — OTBETHJI OH.

— A Tam 4TO? — CKa3aja OHa, yKa3blBasi HA PACTBOPEHHYIO 3€JICHYI0 KAJIUTKY.

— Einie ouH, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII OH. — A TIO Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI €11l OJIMH, a 32 HUM eI1ie OrOPOI.

— MoxHo mMHe Tyaa noittu? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Ecim xouenb. .. TOJbKO CMOTPETh TaM HEYETO.

Mepu Hudero He otBeTwia. OHa HaNPaBWIIACHh MIPSMO IO JIOPOKKE U MPOIUIA Yepe3 BTOPYIO
3CJICHYIO KAJIUTKY. Tam oHa orsTH yBU€Ja CTCHLI, OIIAAThL 3SUMHUE OBOILIU U CTCKJIAHHBIC paMbl, HO BO
BTOPOI CTeHe ObLiIa ellle OfIHa 3eJieHast KaJIMTKa, KoTopast He Oblia oTnepra. BeITh MOXeT, OHa Besa
B TOT CaJi, KOTOPOTO HUKTO HE BUJIEN yXKe JIECATh JIeT.

Tak kak Mepu HuKoraa He ObUTa pOOKOW M BCEraa Jieyiajia BCe TO XOTesna, TO OHA MO0
K 3€JICHOW KaJIUTKe U MOBepHYyJa pyuky. OHa Jaymaia, 4To KaJIuTKa He OTBOPUTCS, TIOTOMY YTO e
XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh, YTO OHA HAlllJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIN cal, HO KaJIMTKa OTBOPWJIACH JICTKO, U KOraa MepI/I
MpoIIUIa Yepe3 Hee, OHa OYyTUIIach B (bpyKTOBOM caay. OH Toxe OblT OOHECeH CTEHOIO, BO3JIE KOTO-
Poii pocii (ppyKTOBBIE IEPEBbs1, HO 3€JI€HOI KaJMTKU TaM He ObUTo. MepH cTaja MCKaThb ee, IOTOMY
YTO KOIJIa OHA JOIUIA /IO IPYroro KOHIA cajia, TO 3aMeTH/Ia, YTO CTeHA TaM He KOHYasach, a TIHY-
JIach 1ajibliie. 3a CTEHOW BUHEIMCh BEPIIMHEI IEPEeBbEB, U, Korga Mepr ocTaHOBUIIACh, OHA YBUIEA
NITUUKY C IPKO-KPACHOU IpyAbI0, CU/IEBIIIYIO HA CAMOI BBICOKOW BETBU OJHOr0 U3 HuX. [ITnuka Bapyr
3ariesia MoYTH B Ty ke caMylo MUHYTY, KOrja yBujena Mepu, TOUHO cTaja 3BaTh ee.

Mepu ocTaHOBUJIACH U CTaJIa CIIYIIATh; U TIOYEMY-TO TAaKOU BECEJIbIH, JTACKAIOIIMIA CBUCT BbI3BAJ
B Hell MPUSITHOE YyBCTBO. Jlake yrpioMblii, HEPUBETJIMBbIA peOEHOK MOXET YyBCTBOBATh ceOs ONU-
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HOKMM; a OOJIBIIION 3arepThiil I0M, IMUPOKast OOHAKEHHAs! CTeNb U OOIMpPHBIE OOHAKEHHBIC CaJIbl
BbI3BAIM B MepH Takoe 4yBCTBO, Kak OyITO BO BCEM CBETE HUKOTO HE OCTaJlOCh, KpOME Hee OHOM.
Ecnu 661 0Ha ObLIa JJACKOBBIM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPBIN MIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTOOBI €ro JIOWIN, TO OHA Obl
CUJIbHO 3aTOCKOBAJIa, HO JIaxe yrpioMasi Mepu uyBCTBOBasIa ceOs 3a0pOIeHHOM, U Becesasi KpacHO-
rpyaasi ITHYKA BbI3BAJIA HA €€ XMYPOM JIMIIE HEUTO MOXOkKee Ha YJBIOKY.

Ona crosiia M ciymiajga NTUYKY, TIOKa Ta He yaerena. [ITuuka 3ta BOBce He MOXOAWIIA Ha MTHI
B VInauu u oueHs noHpasuiack Mepu. OHa nogymara o TOM, YBUIUT JIU €€ ellie Koraa-HuOyab. BeiTh
MOXET, OHa )KWJIa B TAMHCTBEHHOM CaJly U XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa ero!

Mepu, BEpOSTHO, TOTOMY TaK MHOTO JiyMaJia O 3aIyIIEeHHOM CaJie, YTO el Heuero ObLJIO JIeNaTh.
B Heli mpocHYIOCh JIIOOOIBITCTBO, M €1 3aX0TeJIOCh YBUIETh, UTO 3TO 3a caf. [Toyemy muctep Apuu-
6anba KpaseH 3apbut kimo4? Eciy oH Tak OOWIT CBOIO KeHy, MoYeMy OH Tak HeHaBuje ee can? OHa
NojiyMasia O TOM, YBUJMT JIM OHa Korjaa-HuOynb muictepa KpaBeHa, v pemmia, 4to eciiv YBUIHT, TO
OH el He TIOHPABUTCs, OHA MY TOXe He TIOHPaBUTCS, U OHa OyJeT CTOSITh U CMOTPETh Ha HEro, He
TOBOPsI HU CJIOBA, IaXKe €CJIM el CTPAIIHO 3aX04eTCsl CIIPOCHUTh €ro, MoYeMy OH CENal TaKylo CTpaH-
HYIO IITYKY.

«$] HUKOT/Ia He HPABIIIOCH JHOSM, U JIIOOW HE HPAaBATCS MHE, — MOAyMasia oHa. — M st HuKoraa
HE yMeJa TOBOPUTH TaK, Kak et MoppucoHa. OHU Bceraa TOBOPWIIN, U CMESUIUCD, U IITyMeJTn».

Omna nomymMasa o KpacHoOIIeKe, Kak OHa 3ariesia OyATo pajiyd Hee OHOM, U, BCIOMHUB O JiepeBe,
Ha KOTOPOM CHjieJia ITHYKA, BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIIACK.

— MHe KaxeTcsl, 3TO IepeBO pacTeT B TAMHCTBEHHOM caJy, sl yBepeHa B 9TOM, — CKa3ajia OHa. —
Tam ObL1a cTeHa, HO He OBUIO KaJIUTKU.

Omna BepHyJ1ach B NIEPBbII (PPYKTOBBIN Cajl U HAlllIa TaM CTapuKa, KOTOpbIi Konai 3emio. OHa
TOJIONIIA, OCTAHOBHJIACH BO3JIE HETO M HECKOJILKO MUHYT XOJIOMHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

OH He 0OpaTwiI Ha Hee BHUMAaHMU S, U OHA, HAKOHEII, 3arOBOPHJIA C HUM.

— 51 Gbla B OCTAJIBHBIX CajlaX, — CKa3ajia OHa.

— Te6e HUUTO HEe MoMeNIano, — OPIO3TIIMBO OTBETHUII OH.

— 41 3am1a Bo (bpyKTOBBIN cajl.

— Tam y KanuTKu co0ak HeT, — OTBETUII OH.

— Ho tam Gonbllie HET KaJIUTKU B IPYrou caj, — ckazayia Mepu.

— B kako#i cag? — cripocut oH rpy0o, Ha CeKYH/Iy IepecTaB KOmaTh.

— B toT can, mo apyryio CTOpoHy CTeHbl, — oTBeTHIa Mepu. — Tam ecTb iepeBbs — s BUEa UX
Bepxymiku. Ha oqHOM M3 HUX cHesa NTUYKa ¢ KPaCHOU Ipy/AbIo U Iea.

K ee BenmmkoMy yIMBIICHUIO, BHIPaKEHHE €T0 YIrPIOMOTro OOBETPEHHOTO JIMIA BAPYT TIepeMeHu-
7ock. [1o Juiry MesIeHHO pacrion3iiach YabIOKa, My CTaporo CaJoBHHUKA BAPYT CTall COBCEM JIPYTroi
Bu/I. Mepu BApYT MopgyMania — U 3TO MOKa3aJoCh € CTPAHHBIM, — YTO YEJIOBEK BBIIVISAUT TOpaszio
Jydilie, Korja oH yibsioaetcs. [Ipex/ie oHa HUKOraa He Jymaia 00 STOM.

Ca/1oBHUK BAPYT 0OEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY (PPYKTOBOTO Cajia M Havyasl CBUCTETh — TUXO U HEKHO.
Mepu HUKaK He MOTJIa MIOHSTh, KaK TAKOU YTPIOMBIH Y€I0BEK MOT U3/1aBaTh TAKUE JIACKAIOIIHE 3BYKH.

B crenyronyio MUHYTY HpOM30IUIO HEYTO yAuBUTENbHOe. OHa ycbliasia MSATKUMA IIeecT
KPBUTbEB B BO3/IyXe — 3TO JieTesia K HUM MTUYKa ¢ KpacHou rpyapio. OHa ycenach Ha OOJBIION IIbIOe
3eMJIM, OYeHb OJTM3KO K HOTE CaJlOBHHKA.

— Bort oHa, — 1acKOBO CKa3aJl CaIOBHUK M CTAJI TOBOPUTh C ITUYKOM, TOUHO ¢ peOeHKoM: — Thl
rae ObUia, MajieHbKast monpomaika? 1 Tedst TONbKO ceroHs yBuaes!

[NTryka HaKJIOHWUJIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK U TJIsiesia MpsIMO Ha HErO CBOUM OJIECTSIIMM I71a30M, TIOXO-
KM Ha KareJibKy 4epHoi pockl. OHa, Ka3anock, HUIYTh He 00sJ1ach, OHA TIpbITasia ¥ OBICTPO 10I0MIa
KJIIOBOM, OTHICKMBAsI CEMEHa U HACEKOMBIX. B cepriie Mepu 1meBenbHyI0Ch KaKOe-TO CTPaHHOE 1yB-
CTBO, TMIOTOMY YTO NTHUYKA OblIa Takas Becesasi M KpacuBasi U Ka3ajach HacCTosIIeld ocoOoi. Y Hee
ObLIIO MAJIEHBKOE TOJICTOE TeJIble, TOHEHBKHIA KJTIOB U TOHEHbKHE CTPOUHBIE HOXKH.

— OHa Bceria mpujieTaeT, Korjaa Bbl ee 30BeTe? — MoYTH MIEeToTOM crpocuia MepH.
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— Jla, moutu Bcerga. 51 3Hai0 ee ¢ Tex Mop, Kak OHa ObLJIa MaJIeHbKUM NITeHYrKoM. OHa BbLIe-
TeJla U3 THe3/1a B IPYTrOM caJy W KOrja B MEPBBIM pa3 mepeseTena yepe3 CTeHy, TO Oblia CIUIIKOM
cnaba, 9ToObl yJIeTeTh Ha3a/l; B 9T HECKOJIBKO JIHEeW MBI M MOAPYKMIuck. Korna oHa onsTh ynerena
10 JPYTYIO CTOPOHY CTEHbI, BCE OCTAJIbHBIE MITHIIBI YK€ MMOKUHYJIM THE3/10; OHA OCTaJIach COBCEM OIHA
Y BEpHYJIach KO MHE.

— Yro 370 32 nTHUKa? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— A TBI He 3Haelb? IT0 MAJIMHOBKA, JIACKOBAasI, JTIOOOMBITHAS ITUYKA. DTH IITHYKHU ITIOYTH TaK
e JIACKOBBI, KaK U COOAYKH, €CIM TOJIbKO YMETh ¢ HUMHU 00XonuThes. [locMoTpu-Ka, Kak oHa TyT
poercs 1 norisapiBaeT Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, YTo Mbl O Hel ToBopuM !

U crapuk ¢ mo00BbI0 ¥ TOPAOCTBIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha KPACHOTPYAYIO IITHUKY.

— W moOombITHA %€ OHa, — MPOIOKATI OH CO CMEXOM, — BCErja sIBJSETCS] IIOCMOTPETD, UTO
s caxao. OHa Bce 310 3HaeT. Muctep KpaBeH HMUYTh 00 3TOM He 3a00TUTCS. DTO OHA IJIABHBIN
CaJIOBHHUK.

[Tryka npomoKaia MphIrath, YCEpIHO KIIOS YTO-TO M MO BpeMeHaM MOIJIsIbIBast HA HUX
oboux. Mepu Ka3ajioch, YTO ee IIa3KH, MOX0XKKE HA KaIIi YepHON pOChl, CMOTPEJIH Ha Hee ¢ O0Jb-
MM JTIOOOTIBITCTBOM, Kak OyATO OHa XOTesia MO3HAKOMUTHCA ¢ Helo nodmmke. B cepaiie Mepu
IIEBEJILHYJIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A KyJa yJeTeu ocTajlibHble MTeHIbl? — crpocuia MepH.

— HemsBectHo. Ctapble NTHIIBI BHITAIKABAIOT UX U3 THE3/1a M y4arT JIeTaTh, M BCE OHM OYECHb
CKOPO pasJIeTaloTCsl B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBL. A 3Ta BOT OblIa yMHUIIA M MOHSIA, YTO OHA OIMHOKA.

Mepu nofioruia nooamke K MTUIIE U MPUCTAIBHO TOTJIsi/ieNa Ha Hee.

— 4 oguHOKAa, — CKa3aJja OHa.

Mepwu npexzae He MOHMMaJIa, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U JeJaJI0 €€ TaKOW KUCIIOW M CEepAMTON; OHa,
Ka3aJI0Ch, MOHsLJIA 3TO TOJIBKO TOTr/a, KOTAa MOrisaesa Ha NTUIKY, a ITHYKA Ha Hee.

Crapblil CaIOBHUK CABUHYJI IIAIIKy CO CBOEH JIBICOU TOJIOBBI M C MUHYTY CMOTpes Ha Mepu.

— 310 THI — IeBOYKa U3 MHauu? — cripocu oH.

Mepu KuBHYJIa TOIOBOM.

— HeynuButenbHO, 4TO Thl OMUHOKA, — CKA3aJl OH.

OH cHOBa Hayas KOmMaThb, BCAXKUBAsI 3aCTYII [TyOOKO B JKMPHYIO YEPHYIO 3eMJII0, a ITHYKA BCE
MpbIrajia BOKPYT HEro ¢ 03a00UEHHBIM BUIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cripocuia Mepu.

OH BBIIPAMUIICS, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH €.

—ben Yarepcradd, — ckazan oH v MoToM J00aBUII C KMCIION YJIBIOKO#: — f TOKe OMMHOK, Kora
ee HeT co MHOW! — OH TKHYJI ajIbLIeM B HAalIpaBJIEHUH NTHYKU. — OHA MO €JUHCTBEHHBIN JIPYT.

— A y MeHsI cOBceM HeT Jpy3ell, — ckazaia Mepu, — 1 HUKorJa He Obu10. Mos ails He moouia
MeHsl, ¥ 51 HUKOTJa HU C KeM He Urpaja.

VopKImmpIis 0GBIYHO OTKPOBEHHO BHICKA3BIBAIOT CBOU MBICITH, @ CTaphlil BeH GblLT HACTOAIIMI
JOpKIIMpeLl.

— Tbl 1 51 OUEHDb MOXOXKHU APYT Ha JIPyTa, — CKa3ajl OH. — MbI ¢ TOOOU BHITKAHBI U3 OTHUX M TEX XKe
Huted. O0a MBI HEKPACHBHI, U 002 HA CAaMOM JieJie TaK e KUCIIBI, KaK BBIJISAUM. Bbioch 00 3akiaj,
YTO y HaC 0OOMX OJMIHAKOBO CKBEPHBIM XapakTep.

310 OBUIO IOBOJILHO MPSIMO M Pe3KO, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKOT/Ia B )KU3HU HE CIIBIIIANA TTPABIbI
o cebe. Ciryru B IHAMM Beeria NpeKJIOHSUINCh U MTOAYUHSIIUCE, YTO Obl ¢ HUMM HU Aenanu. O cBoei
HapyKHOCTH OHa BOOOIIIe HUKOT/Ia He yMaJia, HO TeTeph e MPUIILIA B TOJIOBY MBICITb, JEUCTBUTEIBHO
JIM OHA TaK HeTIpUBJIEKaTeNlbHa, Kak U BeH, 1 ObUT JI1 y Hee Takou e KUCTBIA BUIL Tenepb, Kak U JI0
nosieieHus1 ntuky. Eit crasno ve o cede.

bnu3 Hee BIOpYr pasjanach sICHasi, 4ucTast Tpesb, M OHa ObIcTpo oOepHysnack. OHa cTosuia B
HECKOJIBKHUX ITIarax OT MOJIOJION sI0JIOHU, Ha OJJHOH M3 BETBEU KOTOPOU ycenach MaJIMHOBKA U Havasa
netb. beH paccmesuics.
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— INouemy oHa 3anena? — cripocuia Mepu.

— OHa pemmia NoApyKUThCsl ¢ TOOOM, — oTBeTH beH. — Trl ei, BUAHO, pUIILIACh IO HpaBy !

— A?! — BockymkHysa Mepu 1 marHysia noomke K sOIoHe, s HaBepX. — X04uelllb Moapy-
JKHUTBCS CO MHOM? — CKa3aJia OHa TTHIIe, KaKk OyATO TOBOPHJIA C YEJIOBEKOM. — XOUellh?

Oma cka3zaJia 3TO He CBOMM OOBIYHBIM YOIIOPHBIM TOHOM U HE TIOBEJTUTENIBHBIM «UHIUNCKAM>»
TOHOM, HO TaK HEXHO M JIACKOBO, UTO cTapblii beH ObUT Tak e M3yMJIeH, KaK U OHa, KOTJa BIIEPBbIC
yCIIblIIaja, Kak OH CBUCTAJL.

— Kak TbI 3TO XOpOIIIO 1 JJACKOBO CKa3aJia, — BOCKJIUKHYJ OH, — KaKk OyATO ThI U B CAMOM JIeJie
pebeHok, a He yonopHas crapyxa! Thl roBopmiia MOUTH Tak ke, Kak IMKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOMMH
TOOUMIIAMH B CTETIH.

— A Bl 3Haete [lukona? — cripocuiia Mepu, ObICTPO OOEpHYBILKCH K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3Ha10T. [IukoH xoouT noscioay. Jdaxe aroasl ¥ HBETHI €ro 3HAT. S nymato, 4To eMy
JIMCULIBI NTOKA3bIBAIOT, [I€ UX JAETEHBIIIN, U )KaBOPOHKHU OT HETO HE MPSYYT THE3I.

Mepu oueHb XOTeJIOCh 3a/1aTh eIle HECKOJIBKO BOMPOCOB. B Hell 3aroBopmiio Takoe ke Jio0o-
MIBITCTBO T10 OTHOIIECHUIO K JIMKOHY, KaK ¥ M0 OTHOIIECHUIO K 3a0poiieHHoMy caay. Ho B 3Ty MuHyTY
MAaJIMHOBKA, KOTOpasi NepecTaa NeTh, TPSAXHYJA KPbUIBIIIKAMU, PACIpaBUiIa UX U yJeTesa.

— OHa niepesieresia o Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbl! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mepu, ciiesist 3a ee nojieroM. — OHa
rojieTesia BO (PPyKTOBBIN Cal. .. a Teepb OHA YKe 3a BTOPOUM CTEHOM. .. B TOM CaJly, I7ie HET KaJIUTKH!

— OHa TaMm KUBeT, — cKa3aj cTapblii beH, — TaMm OHa BBUTYNUJIACh U3 sIilIa T/ie-HUOYIb MEX Iy
PO30BBIMHU KYCTaMH.

— A Tam ecTb po30BbI€ KYCThI? — cripocusia Mepu.

BeH cHoBa B3sj1cA 3a 3aCTyll M HayaJl KOMaTh.

— BbUtH. .. JecsTh JieT ToMy Ha3aj, — MPOOOPMOTAT OH.

— 41 6b1 XOTENa MX yBUAETD, — cKazaa Mepu. — [ e 3enenas kanutka? ['ne-HuOyab Beb 10KHA
OBITh KaJINTKA !

BeH cyHyn 3acTym riiyOOKO B 3eMJTIO, M BUJT Y HETO CTAJl TAKOH ke HEePYyKeTOOHBIN, Kak U B
NEPBYI0 MUHYTY, Korja Mepu yBujena ero.

— Bblna... gecArs Jier ToMy Hasall, a Terepb ee HeT, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Her kamurku! — BockimkHyna Mepu. — OHa J0o/KHa ObITh!

— Her ee, 1 HUKTO ee He MOXET HAMTH, M HUKOTO 3TO He KacaeTcsl. A Tl He Oyb HaIO0eJTUBON
1 He Cyil cBoero Hoca, Kyaa He Hajno! Hy, mHe Terepb Hajio pabotath. CTymnail cebe urpathb; y MeHsI
OoJbIIIe HET BpeMeHH !

W on nepecran konarbe, BCKUHYJI 3aCTYIl Ha IUIEYO U OTOLLEJ, HE B3IVIIHYB Ha HEEe U Jake He
MIPOCTHBLINCE.
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I'naBa VI

Ha nepBbix nopax oguH JeHb ObLT MOXOXK Ha Apyrou s Mepu JlenHoke. Kaxnoe yTpo oHa
MIPOCHITIATIACH B CBOEW KOMHATE C TKAaHBIMHU 000sIMM 1 BUjiesia MapTy, CTOSIBIIYIO Ha KOJICHSIX BO3JIe
KaMMHa, 4TOOBI Pa3BECTH OrOHb; KaX/10€ YTPO OHA 3aBTpaKaja B CBOEH «IETCKOil», Ifie el HeueM
ObLIIO pa3BIIEUbCs, U KOXKABIN JIeHb TOCTIe 3aBTpaKa CMOTpeJia B OKHO Ha OOIIUPHYIO CTelb, KOTopast
pacKuIbIBAIACh BO BCE CTOPOHBI U CJIMBAJIACh C TOPU30OHTOM; IOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BpEMsl, OHA IPH-
XOIMJIA K 3aKJII0YEHHIO, YTO, €CJTM OHA HE BBIMIET, el MPUIETCs CUIETh Oe3 BCSIKOTO Jiena, U IO3TOMY
OHAa BBIXO/IWJIA.

Upes HEeCKOJIbKO AHEH, POBEAEHHBIX MOYTH UCKJIIOUUTENILHO Ha CBEKEM BO3/LyXE, OHA IIPOCHY-
JIach OfIHAXAbl YTPOM OYEHb IOJOJHAsl. YCEBLIMCh 3aBTPaKaTh, OHA YK€ HE OTTOJIKHYJIA YalllKU C
MIPE3PUTEIbHBIM BUJIOM, HO Cpa3y B3sijla JIOKKY U CTajla €CTh; €J1a OHa JI0 TeX IOp, MOKa Yalllka He
cTaja MmycTomu.

— Tel oTyIMYHO cnipaBUIIACh C 3TUM CErofHs, — cKasaia Mapra.

— Ceronnst 310 OBUIO OYEHB BKYCHO, — CKa3zajia Mepu, camMa HEMHOTO yIUBJICHHAS.

— DTO CTEeNHOHN BO3/yX JaeT Tebe anmeTuT, — ckasaga Mapra. — Thl cuacTmBuia: y Te0si He
TOJIBKO aIIETUT €CTh, HO U €a. A y Hac B KOTTEIKEe — HAC JBEHA/LIATh YEJIOBEK — Y BCEX KENYIKH,
a MOJIOKHTh B HUX Hevero. Thl vrpail Ha BO3/IyXe KakAbli JeHb U He Oy/ielb Takasi JKeTas.

— 4 He urpato, — ckazasia Mepu. — MHe HeueM urparsb.

— Heuewm wrpats! — BockimkHyna Mapra. — Hamm gety urpaior npyThsiMH, KamellKamH,
OeraiT, Kpryar, CMOTPSIT Ha BCE KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpruasia, HO TOXe CTajla paccMaTpuBarh Bce; Ooublle el Heyero Oputo nenarb. OHa
o0xoauiIa BOKPYT CcaioB, Oponuia Mo JopokKam rnapka. MHorma oHa uckaia craporo bena u xots
HECKOJIbKO pa3 BUjIeJia ero 3a padoToM, HO OH ObLT WM CIIMIIIKOM 3aHST, WM CIIUIIKOM YTPIOM, 4TO0
norsAeTh Ha Hee. OIHak/1bl, KOTIa OHA HAIlpaBUJIACh K HEMY, OH ITOJHSII CBOM 3aCTYIl M OTBEPHYJICS,
Kak Oy/ATO HapOUHO.

Yarne Bcero oHa Tysisijia 1o TPOITMHKE BO3JIe CTeHBI, OKpYykaBiiel caapl. [1o o6e ctopoHs! Tpo-
MUHKY ObUTM HE3aCakeHHbIE KITYMOBI, @ CTEHbI 3aPOC/IU IYCTBIM IUTIOIOM. B ofHOM MecTe Bblomasics
TEMHO-3eJIeHas JIMCTBA OblIa OCOOEHHO T'ycTa, Kak OyITo 3a Hel JOJAroe BpeMsi HUKTO He MpHCMaT-
puBa.

Cryctst HeckosIbKO JHel nociie Bcrpeur ¢ benom Mepu 3ameTnia 3T0 1 OCTaHOBWJIACh, YIUB-
Js15Ch, IoYeMy 3T0 Tak. OHa CTOsi1a M CMOTpesia Ha BETKY IUIIOIIA, Ka4aBUIYIOCS OT BETPa, KaK BAPYT
niepes] Hell OJIECHYJIO YTO-TO KPACHOE M TMOCJIBIIIATIOCh 3ByYHOE UMpHKaHbe. Ha cTeHe cunena manu-
HOBKa craporo beHa, Iisifiss BHU3, C BHITSHYTOH MIEHKON U HAKJIOHEHHON HAOOK T'OJIOBKOM.

— O! 910 THI! — KpUKHYJIa Mepu, U eil HU4yTh He TIOKA3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM, YTO OHA 3arOBOPUJIA
C ITUYKOM, KaK OyATO Ta MOIJIA TOHATH €€ WM OTBETUTD €.

[Tryka nefCTBUTENILHO OTBETHIIA €1 OHA 3ariedeTasna v 3anpeiraia, CJIOBHO paccKa3biBasia e
0 yeM-To. MepH 3acMesiiach, ¥ KOT/ia ITUYKA IMyCTUJIACh JIETETh BJOJIb CTEHbI, OHA MoOesKasia 3a Hell.
Bennas manenpkas Mepu — Xynas, :keiTasi, OHa B 3Ty MUHYTY Ka3aJjach [IOUYTH KPACUBOW.

— A mo6mo Tebs1! — KpUKHYJIA OHA U JasKe TIONBITA/IaCh 3ACBUCTATh, YETO BOBCE HE yMeJa JieJaTh.
Ho ntnuka kazanachk BIOJIHE IOBOJIBHOM: OHA TOXE CTajla CBUCTaTh B OTBET U, HAKOHELl, PACIIPaBUB
KPbLIbsl, CMEJIO B3JI€Te/a Ha BEPIIMHY AEepeBa, yceaach TaM U IPOMKO 3area.

31O HaOMHWIO Mepu TOT JIeHb, KOTla OHA BIIEPBbIE yBUEIa NTUYKY. Toraa NTuyka Kayaaach
Ha BepIIMHe iepeBa, a Mepu crosiia B (ppykToBoM caay. Ternepb oHa Obuia ¢ Apyroi CTOpOHbI (PpyK-
TOBOTO CaJia U CTOsJIa Ha TPOIMHKE BO3JIE CTEHBI, 32 KOTOPOU BUAHENIOCH TO K€ CaMO€e JIEPEBO.

— 3TO TOT caji, B KOTOPBIN HeJIb3s1 BOWTH, — CKa3aia oHa caMoid cebe. — DTo caj 0e3 KaJIUTKH,
Y TaM KUBeT NThIka. Kak Ob MHE XOTeJI0Ch TOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM Takoe!
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Omna o0or111a BOKPYT CTeHBI, THIATEIbHO OCMATpUBas ee, U yOeanIach, 4To KaJUTKU B HEW He
OBLIIO.

— 9TO OYeHb CTPaHHO, — IPOrOBOPHUJIA OHA. — BeH cka3all, YTo KAJIMTKY HeT, U ee Taku HeT. Ho
AecsITh JIeT TOMY Ha3aj ObljIa KaJIUTKa, MOTOMY UTO MUCTep KpaBeH 3apbl1 KoY B 3eMJTIO.

Bce 310 12710 CTONBKO NUILKM €e YyMy, YTO OHA 3aMHTEPECcOBaJIach U PELINIa, YTO HE KaJleeT
0 TOM, 4TO Tipuexaia B MuccenbTysiT-Manop. B Mnauu eii Beera ObIIO KapKo, U OHA BCETra YyB-
CTBOBaJIa TaKyl0 MCTOMY, YTO HUYEM He MorJia 3auHTepecoBarhcsi. CBEKUI CTEMHON BETep TOYHO
CIyBaJl MAyTHHY C €€ MaJEHbKOIO MO3Ia U OKUBJISI €€.

Omna mouTy Bech JieHb MPOBeJia Ha CBEXKEM BO3IyXe U KOrJa cesa Y)KUHATh Be4epoM, TO Oblia
OYEHb T'0JI0[IHAs, COHHAsl U YyBCTBOBAJIA MPUSATHYIO YCTAJIOCTb.

Omna He paccepauiach, Korna Mapra Hauasia 601TaTh, M YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €i JIaXKe MPHUATHO
CJIyLIaTh €€; HAaKOHEIl OHA pelllnya 3aaTh €l OMH BONpoc. 3a/ajia OHA €ro MOCje yKHUHA, YCEBILIUChH
Ha KOBpe€ Ipe]] KAMUHOM.

— [Touemy muctep KpaBeH Tak He IOOUT 3TOT caf? — CIPOCHIIa OHA.

Ona 3actaBria Mapty ocraTbes Toclie yxu-Ha, 1 Mapra He npotuBuiack. OHa Oblia OYeHb
MOJIO/IA, TIPUBBIKJIA K )KU3HHU B KOTTEIKE, IIOJTHOM OpaTheB U cecTep, U el ObLI0 OUeHb CKYYHO BHU3Y,
B OrPOMHO JIIOJICKOI. Mapta j1o0uiia TOroBOpHTh, a 3Ta CTpaHHAs JEBOYKA, KOTopas kuia B Hun
Y MMeJia YepHBIX CIIyT, OblTa 7151 MapThl 0COOSHHO TPUBJIEKATETBHON HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycenach Ha KOBpe Yy KaMHHa, HE JOKUAAsICh MPUIJIAILICHUS].

— Tt Bce eme mymaenib 00 3ToM cane? — cpocuia oHa. — Tak s 1 3Hazia. To ke camoe ObLIIo
¥ CO MHO¥, KOT/Ia sI BIIEPBbIE yCIbIIIaga 00 3TOM.

— Ilouemy oH ero Tak HeHaBUJEN? — HacTauBaia Mepu.

Mapra nomxana roj cedst HOTM U ycesach Moya0OHeH.

—Iocnymaii-ka, Kak BeTep BOET BOKPYT JOMa, — CKa3asa oHa. — Thl Terepb He MorJia Obl yCTOSITh
Ha HOTaxX, ecyv Obl BHIIILIA B CTETIh !

— [louemy *e OH ero Tak HeHaBUJEN? — onATh cpocuia Mepu. OHa xoTesa y3HaTh 3TO, pa3
Mapra toxe 3HaJIA.

Mapra crana BbIKJIaIpIBaTh MPeJ1 HEI0 CBOU 3arac CBe/ICHUN.

— IlomHu, — cka3zana oHa, — MUCCHC MeIUIOK TpHKa3ajia He pa3roBapuBaTh 00 3TOM. 31ech
€CThb MHOIO€, O YeM HeJib3sl pa3roBapuBaTh. TakoBbl Npuka3aHuss Mucrepa Kpasena. OH rosopur,
4TO €ro HeCUacTbs — He Hallle 1es1o0. Ecim Obl He 3TOT cafl, OH Obl He ObLI TAKUM. DTO OBUI CaJi MUCCHUC
KpaBeH; ero pa3owiu, Korja OHU TOJBKO YTO MoBeHYaIuch. OHa Oo4YeHb JIIoOWIa TOT Call, U OHU
BMeECTe yXa)KMBaJM 3a LIBETAMU; HU OJIHOTO CaJJOBHUKA He MycKanu B cajl. Mucrep KpageH c jxeHoi
YXOZIMJIU B CaJI, 3aTBOPSUTH 32 COOOM KAJIMTKY M TI0 1IeJIbIM Yacam CUZIENIU TaM, pa3roBaprBasi U UnuTasl.

Ona ObL1a MOJIOZIEHbKAsI, COBCEM JieBouKa! B cajly cTosiio ctapoe IepeBo C COTHYTOM BETBbIO,
Bpojie ckameriku. OHa nocauiia BOKpYT HEro po3bl M BCer/a cujesia Ha 3Toi BeTBU. OiHax apl, Koraa
OHA TaM Cujena, BeTBb CIOMajach, OHAa yIaja Ha 3eMJII0 U TaK CHJIBHO YIIMOIAch, YTO HAa3aBTpa
yMepJa.

JloKTOpa ymMasu, 4To OH COMJET ¢ yMa U Toke yMpeT. [103ToMy-TO OH Tak HEHaBUIUT 3TOT
can. C Tex Mop TyAa HUKTO HE 3aXO0WI, U OH HUKOMY HE TIO3BOJISIET J1a)K€ TOBOPUTH O HEM.

Mepu Gosbitie He 3a1aBasia BorpocoB. OHa cMOTpesa Ha KpacHOe IIamMsl U IIPUCITYIINBAJIACh
K BOIO BETPa, KOTOPbIi1 3aBbIBAJI BCE IPOMYE.

B 3Ty MMHYTY C Hell MPOMCXOIMIIO HEUTO OYEHb XOpollee. DTO CIYyYalloch C HEIO YKE B YeT-
BEPTHII pa3 Cc TeX Mop, Kak oHa mnpuexana. [lepBoe ObLIO TO, KOra el MoKa3aaoch, YTO OHA MOHsLIA
MaJIMHOBKY, 2 MJIMHOBKA €e; BTOpOe, UYTO OHa Oerajga Ha CBEXEM BO3/yXe, IOKa He pa3ropesach
€e KpOBb; TPEThE, UTO OHA BIIEPBBIE B KU3HU MCIbITATa HACTOSIIMIA TOJION; YETBEPTOE, KOIJa OHA
TMIOHS1JIA, YTO 3HAYUT MOXKaJIeTh KOro-Huoyap. OHa fenana ycrexu.

[TpucnymmBasch K BOIO BETpa, OHa CTaja MPUCITYIIMBAThCS ellle K yeMy-To. OHa He 3Haia,
YTO 3TO OBLJIO, TOTOMY UYTO CHAYaJIa €Ba MOIJIa OTIIMYUTH TO OT 3aBbIBAHMSI BETpa. DTO ObUI CTPaH-
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HBIT 3BYK — Ka3aJioch, OYITO TJe-To TUiakaia peOeHOK. VIHorma camblil 3ByK BeTpa MOXOVII Ha Tuiad
pebeHka; Ho Mepu ckopo pa3zo0pasia, u4To 3BYK pa3jiaBajics B IoMe, a He BHe joMa. OH pa3gaBajics
I7Ie-TO OYeHb JJAJIeKO, HO BHYTpH Joma. OHa oOepHyiach U ocMoTpena Ha Mapry.

— Tl caplmmMIIb, KaK KTO-TO TUIAYeT? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

Mapra Bapyr cMyTHJIACh.

— Her, — otBeTmia oHa, — 310 Betep. MHOrma Kaxkercs, Kak OyATO KTO-TO 3a0yaujics B CTENU
Y TUTaYeT.

— Ho nocnymaii, — ckazana Mepu. — 3to rjie-To B IoMe, B OAHOM U3 STUX JJIMHHBIX KOPUIOPOB.

B 3Ty MUHYTY T/Ie-TO BHU3Y, OYEBHHO, OTKPBLIH JIBEPb: CUJIBHBIN BeTep BOPBAJICS B KOPHUJIOP,
Y JIBepb KOMHATHI, Tl OHU CUJIENIU, C TPECKOM OTBOpmIIach. O0e OHM BCKOYMJIM HAa HOTH, HO B TOT
MOMEHT CBET I0rac, ¥ 3BYK IjIaua IIPOHeCCs TI0 KOPUIOPY, Oojiee SBCTBEHHBIN, YeM TPekIe.

— Bor! Capimims! — BockymkHy1a Mepu. — 9 Tebe roBopmia! 1o KTO-TO TUIAYET, U 3TO HE
B3pOCJIbIi YEJIOBEK.

Mapra noadesxana K IBEpH, 3aTBOPUJIA €e U TIOBEpHYJIa KJII0Y; HO MPEkKe YeM OHa ycriena
chesnaTh 3TO, OHHM YCJIBIIIAIN, KaK B OAHOM M3 KOPUIOPOB C IIYMOM 3aXJIOIHYJIaCh IBEPb, ¥ TIOTOM
BCE CTUXJIO; JaXke BeTep Ha HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I TIePECTall BbITh.

— Dr0 OBUI BeTep, — YNpsIMO cKazaia MapTa. — A ecnu He BeTep, TO MaJIeHbKasi CyJIOMOWKa,
Bertu. ¥V Hee 1ienblil JeHb 60JETN 3YOBI.

Kaxkoe-To cTpaHHOE 3aMellaTebCTBO B € MaHepax 3acTaBujio MepH MpHUCTaIbHO B3IJISHYTh
Ha Hee. Eif moka3anock, 4o MapTa He TOBOPUT IIPaBIbL.
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I'masa VII

Ha cnenyrommii ieHb JOXIb JIWT JIMBMS, ¥ Korga Mepu BHIIJISIHY/IA U3 OKHA, CTETH ITOYTH He
BUJIHO OBLJIO M3-3a CEpOro TymaHa. B Takoil JeHb Helb3s1 ObLIO BBIATH.

— Yo BHI JiesiaeTe B BallleM KOTTE/IkKe, KOTraa UAeT TaKou JI0k/Ib? — CIpochia oHa Mapry.

— Crapaemcst He TionacTh APYyr APYry Mo HOTH, — OTBeTUIa Mapra. — Beap Hac Tak MHOTO!
Mars oueHb 100pasi, HO U OHa TepsieT Teprienue. Crapive AeTH UayT Urpath B XJeB. A JIMKOH He
oOpariaeT HUKaKoro BHUMaHUSI Ha JIOK/Ib — OH BCe PABHO YXOIWT, KaK W B COJTHEYHHIN JeHb. OH
TOBOPHT, YTO B JAOK/b BUAUT BCE TO, YTO HE IMOKA3BIBACTCS B SICHYIO MTOTOLY.

Pa3 o Harmen mMajeHbKyIO JUCHYKY, KOTOpas 4yTh HE YTOHYJAa B CBOSH HOpE, U TIPUHEC ee
JOMOM 32 TTa3yXou, 4ToObI OTOrpeTh. CTapyio JIUCYy YOUIIM HEeNoIaieKy, a HOPY 3aTOIWIIO, U OCTAJIbHbIC
neTeHbl yronym. OHa U Teneph y Hero.

A erie pa3 OH Hailles1 MaJIeHbKYIO BOPOHY, TOXe IMPUHEC TOMOM U npupyumil. 3oByT ee Caxa,
MOTOMY YTO OHA OUeHb YepHasl, U OHA MOBCIOY CKAueT U JIeTaeT CJIe/IOM 3a HUM.

K stomy BpemeHnu Mepu yxke niepectasia OTHOCHTLCS He[PykeToOHO K (haMIITbIPHBIM Pa3ro-
BopaMm Maptbl. OHa Jaxe cTrajga HaXOIUTh UX MHTEPECHBIMU U Kasesa, Korga Mapra yxoauna. Pac-
CKa3bl ee aild, Korjaa oHa xuia B VIHauu, CoOBepIlieHHO He TIOXOAMIM Ha paccKkasbl MapThl O CTEITHOM
KOTTeJIXke, T B YeTHIPEX KOMHATaX MOMEeIaJIOCh YeThIPHAAIIATh YeJIOBEK, KOTOPbIe HUKOT/IA He Hae-
JJTUCh JIOCHITA.

— Ecimu 6 y MeH# Obuta JIMCMYKa WM BOPOH, 51 ObI MOIJIA UTpaTh ¢ HUMU, — cKa3ayia Mepwu, —
HO y MEHSI HUKOTO HeT.

— Tol Bs13aTh yMeenb? — cripocuia Mapra.

— Her! — ckazana Mepu.

— A mmth ymeennb?

— Her!

— A uuTath ymeenib?

— Ja.

— Tak moyemy e Thl HEe YATACIIIH WA HE MTO-YUHUIIIbCS CKIIabIBATH ?

— YV MeHs HeT KHUT, — ckazaia Mepu. — Te, uto y MeHst ObuH, octanuch B Hauu.

— Ouenb kanb! — ckazana Mapta. — Eciiu 6 muccrc Menyiok mo3Bosuia Tedbe BOWTH B OUOIHO-
teky! Tam Thicsiua KHUT!

Mepwu He cripocuiia, re rmoMenaiach OMOIMOTeKa, TOTOMY YTO B TOJIOBE ee OJieCHY/1a HOBast
MBbICITb. OHa peruia cama OThICKaTh OMOMMoTeKy. MbIcib 0 Muccic MeJIok HUIyTh He CMyIlaja
ee. Muccuc Meyiok 1ouTH Bcerja cujesia B CBOel YIOTHOM KOMHATe BHU3Y. B 3ToM cTpaHHOM JjoMe
HUKOTO He ObLIO, KpOME CITYT, KOTOPBIE B OTCYTCTBHE TOCTIIOIWHA KU BOJILHOH JKU3HBIO B HIKHEM
9Taxe, rJe MoMellaiach OrpOMHAst KyXHsl, yBelllaHHas OJiecTAIIeld MeIHOW M OJIOBSHHOM IMOCY/IOH,
1 OoJIbINas CTONOBAsH IS CITYT.

Mepwu perynsipHO TIPUCHLIAIN 3aBTPaK, oOed 1 yXuH. MapTa mpuciyXuBaia eid, HO HUKOMY
He ObLJIO 0 Hee HU MaJierinero jaena. Muccrc Memiok 3axonuia K Held pa3 B JIeHb WM B JBA JIHS,
HO HMKTO He cripaimBayi Mepu, 4To OHa JiejlaeT, 1 HUKTO He TOBOPUJI €M1, UTo el Hajo jaenath. OHa
AyMalia, 9To 3T0, BEPOSATHO, ObUT aHTJIMHACKUI 0ObIYall — TaK OTHOCUTHCSA K AeTsaM. B MHaum eii Bcerma
MIPUCITYXKHUBAJIA ee a9, KoTopask XOIuIa CJIe[IoM 3a Hell M UCTIONHSIA BCe ee XKeJIaHW s, U OYeHb YacTo
ee o0mecTBo Hajoenano Mepu. Terepp ke HUKTO 32 HEl0 He XOAWJ, ¥ OHA TIPUYUYUIACh OJIeBaThCS
cama, TIOTOMY UTO KaXbli pa3, KOrjia OHa XOTeJIa, YTOObI e OfIe) T WJIH MOAAJT! YTO-HUOY/Ib, Y MapTsl
ObLT TAKOW BUJI, KaKk OyATO OHa cunTaia Mepu o4eHb IITynon M OECTOTKOBOM.

— Pa3Be y Te0s yma Het? — cnipocmiia Mapra ogHax b1, Korna Mepu cTosiia 1 kjiaia, IoKa OHa
el HajieHeT nepuatku. — Hama Cro3aH BJjBoe cCMbIIIIeHee TeOs, a el Bcero ueThipe rojaa. MiHorma Tel
KaKeIlIbCsI COBCEM TTYITBIIIKOM.
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IMoce aToro Mepu 11eJTbIi Yac qysiach, HO 3TO BO3OYAWIO B HEWi MHOTO HOBBIX MBICTICH.

[Tocne Toro kak Mapra nogmena noj U yiuia BHU3, Mepu elie OKoJIO AeCSTH MUHYT CTOsiIa
y OKHa; OHa ObljIa 3aHsTa TONM HOBOU MBICJIbIO, KOTOpAsi IBUJIACH Y Hee, KOrJa OHa ycbllnana o Ouo-
nvoteke. Jlo camoii OMOMMOTEeKH eii ObIII0 MaJIo Aejia, IOTOMY UTO i He OUeHb-TO XOTEJIOCh YUTATh,
HO pa3roBOP O HeWl HAMIOMHUJI €l paccKa3 O COTHE KOMHAT C 3aTBOPEHHbIMU JBepsiMu. OHa Tymala,
Ha CaMOM JIH JieJie BCE OHU 3aepThl U 94TO ObI OHA YBUJIENA, €C/IM Obl MOIJIa BOWTH B OHY U3 KOMHAT.
Heyxemm ux 6bu1a cotsi? [Touemy Obl e He TIOMTH MOCMOTPETh, CKOJIKO OHA HACUMTAET?

Ee HuKOrja HE YYMJIM CIIpAIIBATh MO3BOJICHUS C/IENATh YTO-HUOY/Ib, OHA HE 3HAJIA, YTO 3HAYUT
aBTOPUTET, U €l He MOIJIA IPUITU B TOJIOBY MbIC/Ib CIIPOCUTH NO3BOJIEHUSI MUCCUC MeaJIoK, aaxe
eca O OHa ee yBUjIea.

Omna oTBOpHJIA JBEPb, BHIILIA B KOPUIOP U MYCTHIIACh OPOIUTh. DTO ObUT AJTMHHBIA KOPUIOP,
U3 KOTOPOTo IIIIM ellle Opyrue; ed MPUIIUIOCh MOIHATHCS Ha HECKOJIBKO CTYIEHEH, MOTOM elle Ha
HeckosbKo. [ToBciony ObUTH IBEpH, IBEPH, a Ha CTEHAX BUCEIM KapTUHBI. MIHOTIa HAa HUX OBLTH N300-
pa’keHbl CTpaHHbIE TEMHbIE JaHIIMApTHI, HO TIO OOJIBIIEH YacTH 3TO ObUTH MOPTPETH MYKUMH U J1aM
B CTPAaHHBIX MBIIIHBIX KOCTIOMAX M3 atjiaca u Oapxara.

CKOpo OHa OYYTUJIACh B JITMHHOW Tajiepee, CTeHbl KOTOPOU OBLTH CIUIOIIb YBEIIaHbl TAKUMU
noprperamu. OHa HUKOTI/A HE [yMaJia, YToO UX MOXKET ObITh TAKOE MHOKECTBO B OJHOM JIOME.

Ona Me/I7IeHHO TpoIuIach MO rajepee, isIs Ha JIMIa MOPTPETOB, KOTOphIe, Ka3aloCh, TSI M
Ha Hee. Eii uynninock, OyATO OHM yIMBISIIOTCS, YTO JeBOYKA U3 VIHAMM OUyTHIIAch Y HUX B JIOME.

Tam ObUIM ¥ IOPTPETHI IETEH — IEBOYEK B TSIKENBIX ATJIACHBIX TUIAThSIX, IOXOAUBIIIKX JJO CAMOTO
T0J1a, ¥ MJIbYUKOB C JUTMHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, B KPYXKEBHBIX BOPOTHHUKAX.

Ona Bcerja OCTaHaBJIMBAJIACh y TOPTPETOB JIETEH, TyMasi O TOM, KaKk MX 3BaJiM, KyJa OHH
MCYE3JTH U TIOYEeMY HOCHJIM TaKylo CTpaHHyIo ofexay. OIuH mopTpeT n300paka YornopHylo HeKpa-
CHBYIO JIEBOUKY, TMIOXOXKYI0 Ha Hee camoe. Ha Heil ObLIO 3esieHoe I71a3eTOBOe TIaThe, a Ha MaJblie
cUzeN 3eJeHblid omyrai. Barsaa y Hee ObUT OCTPbIN M TOOOTBITHBIN.

— I'me TBI Tenepp kuBelb? — rpoMKo crpocwiia ee Mepu. — S Obl xoTena, 4ToObI Th ObLIA
Terepb 31€Ch.

Hwu oniHa ieBouKa, BepoOsITHO, HUKOT/Ia He MTPOBOIMIIA BpeMsI Tak cTpaHHoO. Eif ka3zaiock, 4To BO
BCEM I'POMAJIHOM JIoMe OblIa TOJIbKO OJJHA OHA — MaJIeHbKasl IEBOYKA B YEPHOM IUIAThHIIE, OPOAMBIIIAs
BHU3 1 BBEPX 110 JIECTHUIIAM, TIO IIMPOKUM WM Y3KUM KOPUI0paM, 10 KOTOPHIM HUKTO, KpOME Hee,
HUKOI/Ia HE XOIWII.

Ecnu 65110 TOCTPOEHO CTOIBKO KOMHAT, TO B HUX, BEPOSITHO, KUJIH JIIOAX KOT/Ia-TO, HO TEeTieph
MOBCIOY OBUIO TaK ITyCTO, YTO €i He BEPHJIOCh, OYITO 3TO MOIJIO OBITh TaK HA CAMOM JIEJie.

Korma ona mobpasiack O BTOPOTo 3Taka, el B3AyMaJIOCh TIOBEPHYTh PYYKY OIHOW U3 JIBE-
peii. Bce nBepu ObLM 3aTBOpEHBI, Kak €l ckazaia Muccic MemsioK, U OHa B3sUIach 3a YUKy OTHOM
1 noBepHysa ee. OHa HEMHOTO HCITyTrajiach, KOIja MoYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO PyYKa MOBEPHY/IaCh OYEHb
JIETKO ¥ 4TO TPH MEPBOM TOJTUKE caMa JBEpb MEMJICHHO U TSKeJIO OTBOPHIIACh. DTO Oblla MAaCCHB-
Hasl JBepb, KOTOpasi Besa B OOJbIIYIO criasibHIO. Ha cTeHax ObutM TKaHble 000H, a OKOJIO CTEH CTOsIa
MeOeJlb ¢ MHKPYCTallMel — Takasi, Kakyio oHa Jacto Buiana B Mumun. [lupokoe OKHO CBUHIIOBBIM
TMIeperyIeTOM BBIXOIMJIO B CTEIb, a HaJ KAMHHOM BHCEN ellle OWH MOPTPET YOMOPHON HEKPACHBOM
J€BOYKH, KOTOpasi, Ka3aJoCh, IIsIeNa ¢ OOIBIINM JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, YeM TPexk/Ie.

— BoiTh MOXeT, OHa Koria-HUOY/Ib Craja 371ech, — ckaszana Mepu. — OHa Tak CMOTPUT Ha MeHH,
YTO 51 ce0s1 YyBCTBYIO KaK-TO CTPAHHO.

[Nocrne 3TOro oHa OTKphLIA e1lie HECKOJIBKO IBEPEid, TOTOM ellle HeCKOIbKo. OHa BUIEsIa CTOIbKO
KOMHAT, YTO Havyajla yCTaBaTh, U PeIIna, YTO UX, BEPOSITHO, ObLJIa COTHSI, XOTsI OHA U He cunTasa. Bo
BCEX KOMHaTax ObLIM CTapble KAPTUHBI UM CTapble TKaHble 000U CO CTPAHHBIMU M300PaKEHUSAMH, 1
MOYTH B KaXJJOM KOMHaTe OblIa CTpaHHasi MeOesIb U CTPaHHBIE YKPAIIeHHUS.

B onHo# KOMHaTte, oxoxei Ha 1aMcKuil Oymyap, 06ou ObLTH OapxaTHbIe, a B IIKa(UUKe CTOSIIO
OKOJIO COTHM MaJIEHBKHX CJIOHOB, BRITOUEHHBIX U3 CJIOHOBOM KOCTH. Bce OHM ObLIH pa3iIMyHON BeJH-
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YMHBI, ¥ Y HEKOTOPHIX HA CIIMHAX ObUIM MAJJAHKWHBI WY TIOTOHIIMKY. MepH BUjesa TaKue BeIuIKU
B MHOuU; OTKpBIB /IBEph IIKa(urKa, OHA CTaja Ha MJCHbKYI0 CKAMEEUKy M Havyaja Urpath UMH.
Korga eii 310 Ha/10€710, OHa paccTaBUIIa CIIOHOB B IPEKHEM TMOPSIJIKE U 3aTBOPHJIA ABEPD IIKA(UHKA.

Bpozst o 1MHHBIM KOPUIOPaM U HEKUJIBIM KOMHATaM, OHAa He BCTPETUIIA HU OTHOTO KUBOTO
CyILIECTBa, HO B 3TOI KOMHATe yBHaJa ero.

[Tocne Toro kak JeBoYKa 3aTBOpWJIA JBEpIly IKaduuKa, OHAa YCIblIaja KaKOW-TO JIETKUHN
mopox. OHa BCKOUYMJIA U CTajla OCMaTpUBaTh CTOSIBIIMN Y KaMUHA JWBaH, OTKY/A STOT IOPOX CIIbI-
mrasncs. B yry nuBana jrexarna GapxatHas TOMYIIKa, B KOTOPOU ObLIa JbIpa, a U3 9TOU JbIPbI BBHITJIS-
IbIBajla KPOXOTHAsSI TOJIOBKA C TIAPOM UCITYyTaHHBIX TJ1a3.

Mepu OCTOPOKHO MOJOILIA MOMIsAAETh. brecTsmye rna3za npuHaIekani MajaeHbKOU cepoit
MBIIIIM, KOTOpast MPOrpbI3Jia AbIpy B MOAYIIKE U YCTPOMJIA TaM Kuibe. Bosie Hee Jiekaso 1mectepo
CITSIIIMX MBIITIAT.

— Eci Ob1 OHU He UCITyTaJInCh, 1 ObI MX B3siJIa ¢ cOOOM, — cKa3ana Mepu.

Ona Tak gonro 6poaua 1Mo JoMy, YTO OYeHb ycTajla U BepHy/1ach oOpaTHo. [IBa-Tpu pa3a oHa
3a0JTyAusIach, TIOBEPHYB HE Ty/a, Ky/a CJIeI0Bajo, U e MPHUIILIOCh OpPOANTD B3aJ1 U BIIEpe 110 KOpH-
JopaM, TIOKa OHa He Tomnasia B TOT, KyAa eil Hamo Obl1o. B KOHIE KOHIIOB OHA OYyTHJIACh HA TOM
Take, IJie KWUjaa, HO Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHUU OT CBOEW KOMHATHI M HE Cpa3y Morjia pa3ooparb,
I7ie OHAa HAXOJWJIACh.

— MHe kaeTcs, 5 ONSTh MOBEPHYJIA HE TyAa, Kyla CJIe/IoBajlo, — CKa3aja OHa BCIIyX, CTOsI B
KOHIIE KOPOTKOTO KOPHJOpa C TKaHBIMU 000sIMH Ha cTeHax. — He 3Hato, kyaa untu. Kak tuxo Bciogy!

Oma emie cTosila TaM U He ycriena elle KOHUUTh (ppasbl, KaK THIIMHY BAPYT HApPYIIWI 3BYK.
370 OnATH ObUT KPUK, HO HEMOXOKUI HAa TOT, KOTOPBIA OHA CIIBIIIANA MPOILION HOYBID. DTO ObUI
OTPBIBUCTBIN KPHK — KAIPU3HBINA BU3T peOSHKa, TIOTy3arTyIeHHbId CTeHAMU.

— Dro OnMKe, yeM ObUIO Toraa, — cKkazana Mepw, cepiile KOTOpo 3a0iI0Ch CUJIbHEE, — M 3TO
r1ad. — OHa HeYastHHO JOTPOHYJIACh PYKOW JI0 KOBpa M UCITyTaHHO OTCKOYMJIa Ha3al. KoBep npukphbI-
BaJI cOOO0I0 ABEPb, KOTOPAsi OTBOPUJIACK; 32 ITOH JIBEPHIO OBLIO MPOIOIKEHNE KOPUAOPA, IO KOTOPOMY
nuia Muccuc MeJyiok co CBSI3KOH KJTI0OYEH B PyKe U C CEPIMTHIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— ToI 9TO 37€CH AENaenb? — CIpPOCUIIA OHA, CXBATUB MepH 3a pyKy U OTTAIIMB €€ B CTOPOHY. —
41 uro Tebe roBopuia?

— 51 noBepHya HE B TOT KOPUI0p, — 00bsiCHUIa Mepu. — §1 He 3Hasa, KyJa UITH, U YCTIbIIaa,
YTO KTO-TO IJTa4eT.

B a1y MuHyTYy OHa BO3HeHaBHIena MEccUC MeIJIOK, HO B CIIEYIONTYI0 MUHYTY BO3HEHABHU IEIa
ee erre OoJbIIe.

— Tl HAYETrO TaKOTrO He ClbIXalia, — CKazaia SKoHoMKa. — [oiau k cebe B AETCKYI0, HE TO 5
TeOs OTIIEpy 32 YIIIH.

Omna cxBaruiia ee 3a pyKy, Taiia ¥ TOJIKasl Mo KOPUIOPY, MOKA, HAKOHEIl, He BTOJIKHYJA B e
COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

— A Tenepb, — CKazaja OHa, — Thl JIyUIlle CUIM, I1ie IPUKa3aHo, He To TeOs 3arnpyT. Mucrtep
KpaBeH toikeH B3sTh TeOe IyBepHAHTKY, Kak obermai. 3a ToO0i Hao CTPOro MprucMaTpuBaTth, a y
MEeHsI U TaK padOThI JIOBOJIBHO.

Oma BbIIIIIa U3 KOMHATHI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB JIBEpbI0. Mepu cesla Ha KOBep BO3Jie KaMHHA, BCS
Omenqnast ot rHeBa. OHa He 3arUIakala, HO 3aCKpeskeraa 3y0aMu.

— Kro-To mnakasn... miakait. .. miakai, — cKka3ajia oHa cebe caMomu.

Ona 1BaXAbl CIbIIIATA KPUK U pellnia, YTo KOrAa-HUOYyAb y3HaeT, B ueM jieno. B 31o yTpo
OHa yxe y3Hasia MHoroe. OHa 4yyBCTBOBaJIa ceOsl Tak, Oy[TO COBEpIIUIIa JJIMHHOE MyTEIIeCTBUE U, BO
BCSIKOM CJTy4yae, HEMHOTO Pa3BJIeKJIach: OHA yCIIeNa MOUrpaTh KOCTSHBIMU CIIOHAMH ¥ BUJIENA CEPYIO
MBIIIIb C IETEHBIIIIAMHU B HOPKE B OApXaTHOM MOAYIIIKE.
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I'nasa VIII

Upes nBa aHs Mocye 3TOro, Korga Mepu MpocHynach yTpoM, OHa cefiuac ke cejla B TOCTeNH
1 no3Basia Mapry:

— INocmotpu-ka Ha cremnb! [TocmoTpu-Ka.

JloX b peKpaTuiics, a obnaka yHec/Io BeTpoM. Betep Toxke yTHX, M HaJl CTETIbIO BBICUIICS SIPKO-
ronyooit cBog HeGa. Mepu HUKOTJa JAaxke He CHUJIOCh, 4TO HeOo ObiBaeT Takoe ronyooe. B Mnauu
He060 Bceraa OblI0 TOYHO pacKaJICHHOE, a 3/IECh OHO OBLIIO TAKOTO SIPKO-TOTyO00ro IIBETa, YTO Ka3aaoch
KaKUM-TO YYJHBIM, OJIECTSIIUM, O€3I0HHBIM 03€pOM; TaM U CsIM, BBICOKO B 9TOM TOJyOOM CBOJE,
HOCHJIMICh MaJIeHbKHe OeJible repucTbie obnauka. [IIupokuil mpocTop crenu Toxe ObLT MATKO-TOMY-
00i1, a He MPaYHO-OAr PSIHBIN WJTH CEPBIH.

— Jla, 6ypsi mpolinia, — pagocTHO ckazana Mapra. — Beerna ObIBaeT Tak B 9T0 BpeMs rofa — 3a
HOYb BCE MIPOXOMT, Kak OyATO OypH HUKOTIA He ObUIO M HUKOTAA He OyzeT. DTO MOoTOMY, UYTO BeCHa
naetr. OHa elle gajaeko, HO BCe-TaK! UAET.

— A g nymMana, 4to B AHITIMM BCETAa JI0K/Ib M BCErga XMypo, — ckazasia Mepu.

— O, Her! — ckazana Mapra. — B Vopkmmpe, koria sicHO, To sicHee, 4eM Be3jie Ha caere. S
Te6€ roBopuja, 4TO Tbl ITPUBBIKHEIIL U CTAHCHIb JIIO6I/ITL crenb. TH TOJIBKO MoJOX AW — YBUIUIID,
KaK 3alBeTeT 30JI0TUCTHIA APOK, U BEPECK, U MyPITypHbIE KOTOKOJIBYMKH; CTAHYT MOPXaTh 0a00UKH,
3aXyKKaT MUEITbl U 3anol0T KaBOpoHKH. Toraa Tebe 3axouercsi BCTaTh HA PaccBeTe W OBITH LIEJTBII
OEHb B CTCIIN, KAK OCJIaCT Halll HI/IKOH.

— A MOXHO OyfeT MHE MOWTH Tyaa? — ¢ JIIOOOMBITCTBOM Cripocuiia Mepu, I7s/1sl B OKHO Ha
royooi MpocTop.

— He 3nato, — orBetrsia Mapra. — MHe Kaxercs, 4To Thl OT POAY HE IMOJb30BAJIACH CBOUMU
HOramu, Tbl HE MOI'JIa 6LI HpOﬁTH IIATU MUJIb. I[O HaIllero KOTTEAXKa B€db IIATh MUJIb.

— MHe xotenoch Obl BUJETh Balll KOTTEK, — CKazana Mepu.

Maprta ¢ ceKyH/ly MPUCTaJILHO IJIsiIeNia Ha Hee, TOTOM CHOBA B3sJIach 3a CBOM IETKU U CTaJla
YUCTUTb KaMHUHHYIO PCIICTKY. Omna nogymajia, 4To B 3Ty MUHYTY MAJICHBKOE€ HEKPACUBOEC JIMYUKO
JEBOUYKHM BOBCE HE Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM KHUCJIbIM, KaK B TO yTPO, KOTJja OHA BIIEPBbIE YBUENA €€.

— 1 ciporry Moto Math, — cKa3asia oHa. — OHa Bcerja HaiaeT crnocod caenats uto Hajao. Cero-
JIHSI — MOM JIeHb, U MEHsI OTITyCKaloT JoMou. $1 ouenb pajna! Muccruc Memjiok o4eHb yBaxkaeT MOIO
Matb, MOXET ObITh, OHA C HEIO TIOTOBOPHT.

— 41 moGmo TBOIO MaTh, — ckazasia Mepu.

— Eme 61! — ckazasa Mapra, mpooikast YucTuTh.

— 4l ee HUKOrIa HE BUJANA, — CKa3aia Mepu.

— Koneuno, Het, — otBeTriia Mapra, — HO OHa Takasi yMHasi, padotsimasi, 1o0pasi, onpsiTHas,
YTO ee JoOAT BCce, KTO BUEN U KTO He Buaen. Korza s vy 1oMO# 1Mo CTenH, 5 MphIraio OT pagocTH.

— 41 mo6mo u /lukoHa, — no6aBmwia Mepu, — a 1 ¥ er0 HUKOT/Ia He BUAJIA.

— 1 yxe roBopmiia Tebe, — ropzo ckasayia Mapra, — 4To ero JoOsT U NTHLIBL, U 3ai1bl, ¥ AUKHAE
OBIIbI, U JTaKe JIUCHIIBI. 3HACIIb JIM, O YeM 1 JyMaio, — J00aBUJIA OHA, COCPEIOTOUCHHO IIIsAIsl Ha
IEBOYKY, — IIOHPaBMJIACh Obl Tl JIMKOHY 1M HET?

— He nonpasunack Obl, — ckazana Mepu CBOUM YOMOPHBIM, XOJIOIHBIM TOHOM. — §l HUKOMY He
HPABJIIOCh.

— A cama ce0Oe ThI HpaBHIIIbCsI? — cripocuiia Mapra, Kak OyaTo eil Ha caMoM Jiejie Hafio ObLIO
3HATh 3TO.

Mepu ¢ cekyHay Kosebanach, Kak Obl 0O yMbIBast OTBET.

—Her... coBcem He HpaBIIOCh, — OTBETMIIA OHA. — HO /10 cux mop 51 HUKoraa He Aymaia 00 STOM.

Mapra ynuia, kak Tojabko nopana Mepu ee 3aBTpak. Eil mpeacTosio npoilTu nsaTh MUib 1O
crenu, YTo0Bl T0OPaThCsl IO CBOETO KOTTEIKA.
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3Has, uto Mapta yuuia, Mepu nouyBcTBoBajia ce0si 0COOEHHO OMUHOKOH. OHa ObICTPO BbIOE-
’Kaja B cajJ] M CHavasa ooexana Jecath pa3 BOKpYr (poHTaHa; eil crasio HeMHoro Becenee. [lorom oHa
OTIpaBUJIach B (DPYKTOBBIN cajl U TaM yBujena bena, Kotopbiii paboTait ¢ AByMsI APYTUMH CaJOBHH-
kamu. [lepemena moropl, 04eBUIHO, XOPOIIO MOCHCTBOBANIA HA HETO, M OH CaM 3aroBopuJji ¢ Mepu.

— Becna uger, — ckazan oH. — Uyenib ee 3anax?

Mepu noHioxasa BO31yX.

— [laxHeT 4emM-TO XOpOIIIUM, CBEKMM U BJIAKHBIM, — CKa3ajia OHa.

— D10 3eMIIel nmaxHeT, — 0ObsicHIIT beH. — BoH Tam, B IIBETHHKAX, CKOPO BCE 3aIlIEBEIUTCS B
TeMHOTe, 1oj1 3emJieid. CoNHIIe rpeeT, U Thl YBU/IUIIIb, KaK U3-TIOJI 3eMJIM CKOPO CTaHYT MOKa3bIBATHCS
3eJIeHbIe OCTPHS. ..

— A 410 3710 OyHeT? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— IloacHekHUKH, HApIWICCH. .. Thl MX KOrma-HuOyIbs BUaena’?

— Her. B Unguu Bce 3eJieHO, U TEIIO, U BJIAXKHO Tocje Aoxkaeid. MHe KakeTcs, 4YTO TaM BCe
BBIPACTAET B OJIHY HOUb.

— Her, 310 He BhIpacTeT B OIHy HOUb, — cka3al beH. — Tebe mpuaeTcs kaaTh U CICUTH!

— byny, — orBetuna Mepu.

Ckopo OHa ycIblIaia MATKHN IeJIeCT KPbUILEB U Cpa3y A0rajaiach, 4ToO 3TO OMSTH MpHUJIeTesa
MasimHOBKa. OHa OblTa OYeHb XJIOMOTIIMBA U Becesa, Mphirajia Bo3je caMbix HOr MepH U, CKJIOHHB
TOJIOBKY HAOOK, Tak XUTPO IJIsifieNa Ha Hee, 4To Mepu cripocmiia bena:

— Bul 1ymaete, oHa MeHSI IOMHUT?

— IlomuuT 11! — Heromyiore BOCKIMKHY BeH. — Jla oHa 3HaeT BCAKYI0 KOUEpBIKKY B OBpare,
He TOJIbKO Jmofei. OHa 371eCh HUKOT/Ia HE BUJaJla MAJICHbKOW JEBOYKH, U €i1 XOUeTCsl BCe pa3y3HaTb
po 1eos. ..

— A B TOM cajly, IJie OHa JKMBET, TOKe BCe MIeBEJIMTCs Moj1 3eMiieii? — cpocuiia Mepu.

— B kakom cany? — npoBopyas beH, onsiTh CTaB yrproMbIM.

— A Tam, rae po3oBble KYCTH. — Mepu He MOoria yIepKarbcsl OT STOrO BOIpPOCa, MOTOMY UTO
el CTpaIlHO XOTeJIOCh y3HAaTh. — TaM BCe I[BETHl YMEPJIU WIIM HEKOTOPbIE OKUBAIOT JIETOM? A PO3bI
Tam ecTb?

— Cnpocu y Hee, — cka3an beH, ABUHYB IUIeUOM B HAIlpaBJIeHUM MaJMHOBKH. — OHa OfiHa 9TO
3HaeT. TaM yxe 1ecsTh JIeT HUKTO He ObIBAJI.

Mepu nogymasa, 4to AecsITh JIeT — O4eHb JAOTHiA CpoK. OHa POAMIIACH LIENIBIX IECATH JIET TOMY
Hazajl.

Ona oromuia, MeJyieHHO cooOpaxas. OHa HauMHasIa JIOOUTh Ccajl, Kak MOMoOWIa NTHUKY, U
HukoHa, 1 Math Maptel. OHa HaunHaNA JIIOOUTH U Mapty Toxe. Eif Ka3zaioch, 4To OHa JTIOOUT OYEHb
MHOTHX JIIOJed, B OCOOEHHOCTH TIOTOMY, UTO HEe IPUBBIKJIA JTIOOUTH HUKOTO. (OHa M 0 ITUYKE Jymalia,
KakK O 4YeJIOBeKe.)

Oma BbIIITa HA JOPOKKY BO3JIE 3apOCIIEH TUTIOIIOM CTEHBI, HaJl KOTOPOW BUAHENCH BEPXYIIKH
JIepeBbEB, U, KOI/Ia TPOXOUIIA MO HeW BO BTOPOH pa3, C HEeW CIYYMJIOCh HEUTO MHTEPECHOE U YAUBU-
TeJIbHOE, U Bce Onaromapst ntruke bena Yarepcradda.

Mepu ycabiniana mebeTaHbe MTUIBL U, TTOCMOTPEB Ha OOHAXEHHYI0 KIyMmOy clieBa, yBUjena
MaJIMHOBKY, KOTOpasi Mphbiraja 1 Aeiana BUJl, YTO BHITACKUBAET YTO-TO U3 3eMJIM, KaK OyITO Kemast
noka3atb Mepu, 4To BOBCe He ciefoBaia 3a Heio. Ho Mepu 3Hana, 4To OHA IIIjIa CIIeIoM 32 Helo, U
9TO HAIOJHUIIO €€ TAKUM BOCTOPrOM, UTO OHA Jake 3a/IpoxKaa.

— Tel noMHMIIL MeHs1! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa oHa. — [TomHumib! Tel KpacuBee Bcero Ha cere!

Mepu Gontasia 1 MaHWJIA ITUYKY, a ITUYKA TpbIrajia ¥ YMprKaia, TOUHO pa3roBapuBasi C HElo.

[IBerounast kxymOa Obula HE COBCEM OOHa)KeHa; Ha OIHOM KOHIIE ee pociia TpyIia KycToB, U
KOTJa MaJMHOBKA IpbIrajia MeX HUMHU, Mepu 3aMeTnia, YTo OHa MepenphirHy/ia yepe3 MaJIeHbKYIO
KYUYKY CBEXEB3PBITOM 3eMJTH. 3eMJist OblIa B3phITA TIOTOMY, UYTO COOaKa cTapajiach IOMMAaTh KpoTa U
BBIPBLJIA IOBOJILHO TITyOOKYIO SIMY.
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Mepwu nocMoTpesnia Ha 3To, He 3Has Jake, KaKuM 00pa3oM TaM OKa3ajiach sMa, U BAPYT YBHUjIEIa
HEUTO, MOYTH COBCEM IPUKPHITOE CBEKEBCKOMAHHOM 3eMJyIeil. DTO OBUIO HEUTO MOXOKee Ha piKaBoe
JKeJIe3HOe WM MeJHOe KOJIbIIO; KOrjla MaJIMHOBKA B3JIeTeNla Ha JepeBo, MepH MpoTsHYIa PyKy U
MoAHsIa KoJblo. OKa3ajloch, YTO 3TO HE KOJIBLIO, a CTApbli KJIIOY, KOTOPBIH, MOX0XKE, OUYEHb JI0JIT0e
BpeMs ObLT 3aphIT B 3eMJIE.

MCpI/I IIoaHAJIaCh U C I/ICHyI‘aHHLIM JIMIIOM IIOIJIAAes1a Ha KJII0Y, BI/ICGBHH/Iﬁ y HEC Ha I1aJIbIIC.

— OH, MOXeT OBbITh, OBLI 3aPHIT LIEJIBIX JIECATH JIET, — CKa3aJjia OHa IIeTOTOM. — ITO, MOXKET ObITh,

KJIIOY OT TOro caza!
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I'naBa IX

Mepu onroe BpeMsi CMOTpeia Ha KJTI0Y, BepTesia ero BO BCe CTOPOHBI U BCe JyMalia O HEM.
Kak yxe ObUI0 cKazaHO mpex/e, OHa He Obl1a TaKUM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPOTO MPHYYMIIM CIPAITBATH
TIO3BOJICHUSI JTH COBETA CTAPIIINX OTHOCHTENILHO Yero Obl To HU ObUTo. OHa Jymaia o KITio4e TOJbKO
TO, YTO €CJIM STOT KJIIOY OT 3aIepTOoro caja v eciv OHa MOIJIa Obl OTBICKATh KATUTKY, TO MOXHO OBLIO
Obl OTIIEPETH €€ ITUM KJTI0UOM, TOCMOTPETh, YTO HAXOAUTCS 32 CTEHAMH M UTO CITyUMJIOCH CO CTAphIMU
PO30BBIMHU KYCTaMH.

Ei1 oueHp X0TeNIOCh BUZIETD STOT CaJl TOIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO OH OBbLIT 3aIlepT TaKOe JA0JTOe BpeMsl.
Ei1 ka3zanock, 4TO 3TOT caJ] KAKOW-TO OCOOEHHBI U YTO B T€UEHHE JECATH JIET TaM JOJIKHO ObLIO
MIPOM30MTH HeUTO yauBUTebHOE. KpoMe Toro, oHa iymasia, 4To eciu cajl e MOHPaBUTCS, TO MOKHO
OyleT XOOuTh TyJa KaXOblid JeHb, 3alMpaTh 32 COOOM KaJMTKy M UIpaTh cOBCeM ofHOW. HukTo He
3HaJI Obl, IJe OHa, MOTOMY YTO BCE QyMasiy Obl, UTO KaJMTKA 3arepTa U KJII0Y 3apbiT B 3eMJII0. JTa
MBIC/Tb OUY€Hb TTOHPABUJIACH 1.

Oma x1j1a MouTH OHa B OOJIBIIIOM JIOME C COTHEM TAMHCTBEHHBIX 3aIIePTHIX KOMHAT U HE HaXO-
JWJIa HUYEro, 4To MOIJIO OBl 3aHSATh WJIM pa3Biiedb €€, U UMEHHO 3TO PACIIEBEIIIIO ee APeMaBIIUii
MO3T U pa30yansIo ee BOOOpakeHre. IToMy, KOHEIHO, HEMAJIO CITIOCOOCTBOBA M UUCTBIN, OOIPSIIHIA,
cBexuii Bo3yx crenu. B innun Mepu Bcera ObUIo ’kapko v OHa Beerja Oblia Takast Bsitasi ¥ cadas,
YTO y Hee He BO3HUKAJIO HUKAKHMX KeJIaHUM, 371eCh Xke el XOTelI0Ch C/IeNlaTh YTO-HUOYIb HOBOE.

OHa noJokusIa KJIio4 B KapMaH ¥ CTala XOAUTb B33/l U Briepes 1o gopoxke. [1o Heil, kazanoch,
HUKTO HUKOT/a He MPOXOoauII, KpoMe Mepu, 1 OHa MOIJIa TPOXaXKUBAThCSl OUeHb MEJJIEHHO, IJIs1/1s1 Ha
CTeHy WJIM, JIy4llle CKa3aTh, Ha TIOKPHIBABIIMH €€ TUTIOII. DTOT IUTIOII cOMBAJ €€ C TOJKY: CKOJIbKO OHa
HM IJIs/IeNa, OHA HUYETo He BHUJesa, KpOMe YacThIX OJNIECTSIIMX TEMHO-3eIeHbIX JIMCTheB. OHa Oblia
OYeHb Pa30uapoBaHa; eil Ka3aJoch HEJlENbIM TO, YTO OHA Tak OJM3KO M HEe MOXET BOWTU BHYTph. C
KJIIOYOM B KapMaHe OHa OTIIPaBUJIACh IOMOM, PEIlNB, YTO BO BpeMsI MPOTyJIOK Bceraa OyneT HOCUTh
ero B KapMaHe, 4YToObl ObITh TOTOBOM, €CJIM OHA HAW/IET CKPHITYIO KAIUTKY.

Muiccuc Menuiok no3Bonmia Mapre HoueBaTh B KOTTEIIKE, HO Ha ClIeqyIolIee yTpO OHa CHOBA
ObL1a 32 paboTOH, OoJiee pyMsiHasl, YeM BCEI/Ia, U B IIPEKPACHOM PACTIONOXEHUH AyXa.

— 41 BcTana B ueTsIpe yaca, — 3aropopuiia oHa. — Kak cJiaBHO B CTENM yTPOM: COJIHIIE BOCXO[IHT,
NTULB! TTPOCBITIAIOTCS, 3aMIBI CHYIOT MOBCIOAY. $1 HE BCIO JOPOTY MpOIILIa MEeNKOM, MeHsI KaKOU-TO
MYKYMHA MO/IBE3 Ha TeJIeXKKe.

N ona mycTtunach pacckasbiBaTh, KaK XOPOIIO OHA MIPOBEJia CBOW CBOOOIHBIN JeHb. Marth el
OYeHb 00PaIOBAJIACh, M OHU CITPABUJIMICH U CO CTUPKOM, U ¢ medeHbeM. OHa Jake KaxIoMy U3 JeTei
UCTIEKJIA TI0 CNAJIKOMY MTHUPOXKKY.

Onu ObIM TOpsTYME, KOT/IA JIETH TPHUIUIM U3 cTernu. M B JoMe Tak XOpOIIO MaxJyio ropsiueit
BBITICYKOW, M OTOHb TaK XOPOIIIO TbLIAJ B OYare, 4To JIeTH BU3xkaiu ot pagocty. Harir [lukoH roBopwr,
YTO y HAC B KOTTE[)KE TaK XOPOIIIO, YTO CaM KOPOJIb MOT OBl KUTh B HEM.

Beuepom Bce oHM cunenu y odara, Mapra pacckasbiBasia JIeTsSIM PO I€BOYKY, KOTOpasi mpre-
xasa n3 VIHAuY ¥ KOTOPOi BCIO €€ KU3Hb IPUCITYKUBAIM YePHOKOXKHE, TAK YTO OHA cama JJake YyJIOK
HE yMela HaJIeTh.

— VIM oveHb MOHPaBUIIMCH paccKasbl Mpo Tedsl, — ckazana Mapra. — IM Bce XOTenoch y3HaTh U
PO YEPHOKOXKHUX, U TIPO KOpadib, Ha KOTOPOM ThI mprexaia. CKOJIbKO 51 UM HU paccKasbiBaja, BCe
ObLJIO MaJIO.

Mepu Ha CeKyHAy 3a1yMasach.

— 41 Tebe pacckaxy elre MHOTOE, TIpek/ie YeM Thl TOUIeTTh IOMOU B CJICTYIONTUH pa3, — CKa3asa
oHa. — Toraa Tebe OyaeT o yeM nopacckasathb. 51 yBepeHa, 4To UM XOTeJIOCh Obl YCIIBIIIATH PO €3]y Ha
CJIOHaX ¥ BepOMIOAax v PO OXOTY HA TUTPOB. .. A JIMKOHY ¥ TBOEH MaTepy TOXe HPaBUJIOCh CITYIIATh
9TU paccKasbl 000 MHE?
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— Eme 6b1! Y JlukoHa 171a3a caesaauch Takue Kpyriible, YTo YyTh He BBICKOUMJIM U3 TOJIOBBI, —
ckazasia Mapra. — A Matepu Moeil cTasio xajb Tebs1, TOTOMY UTO Thl JKMBEIIb OYTH ofHA. «Heyxenn
muctep KpaBeH He B3s1J1 €il T'yBEepHAHTKHU WM HSHU?» — TOBOPUT OHa. A s roBopio: «Her, He B3s1,
XOTSI MUCCUC MeJUIOK CKa3asia, 4To BO3bMET, KOTIa BCIIOMHHT; HO OH MOXET ro/ia JIBa-TPH HE BCIIOM-
HUTBH TIPO ITO».

— He Hao MHe ryBepHaHTKH, — pe3Ko cKkazaia Mepu.

— Ho Most MaTh roBopHT, uTO TeOe yke Mopa YUUThCs MO KHIKKAM U HaJI0 K TeOe MPUCTaBUTh
KeHIHY. «KakoBo Obl TeOe ObLI0, — TOBOPUT OHA, — B TAKOM I'POMAJIHOM JIOME, COBCEM OTHOM 1 0e3
marepu! Thl OCcTapaiicsi pa3BeceIuTh ee», — TOBOPHUT oHa. f el oberana 3to.

Mepu npuCTaIbHO U JOJITO CMOTpEsia Ha Hee.

— MHe ¢ To60¥1 Becenee, — ckazaia oHa. — $1 000 CITyIaTh TBOM Pa3rOBOPBL.

Ckopo Mapra BbIIIIa, HO BEPHYJIACH, epKa YTO-TO MO, (hapTyKOM.

— 3Haelnb Ji, — cKa3ajia OHa C BeceJIoN YIbIOKOM, — s Tebe puHecsa Mojgapok !

— INogapok! — BockmkHy1a Mepu.

Kak MOXHO puchIIaTh NOJAPKY U3 KOTTE/IkKa, B KOTOPOM YEThIPHAIIIATH YEJIOBEK XKUBYT BIIPO-
roJyiosp!

Mapra BeiHYJa U3-T10]] (papTyKa MOJAPOK U € TOPAOCTHIO MOKazaia ero Mepu. DTo Oblia Kperl-
Kasi TOHKasi BEpeBOUKa C MOJIOCAThIMU JIEPEBSIHHBIMH pyUKaMH Ha 00oux KoHuax. Ee mpucnana mathb
Maprtsl. Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKOT/Ia €11le He BHU/iajia MPbIrajIKy U ¢ HEIOYMEHUEM CMOTpeJIa Ha Hee.

— st 9ero 310? — ¢ JII0OONBITCTBOM CITIPOCHJIA OHA.

— JIna gero! — BockiMkHysna Mapra. — Heyxenu B VlHIum coBceM HET MpPBHIaoK, a TOJIBKO
CJIOHBI, TUTPHI a2 BepOmosl? 1 dero 3to! Tl mocMOTpH Ha MeHst !

Ona BbIOEKaJ1a HA CpeTMHY KOMHATHI 1, B35IB B pyKH KOHIIbI BEPEBKH, HaYaJIa Mphirath. Mepu ¢
YIUBJICHUEM TJIsifiesia Ha Hee, U CTPaHHbIE JIMIIA CTAPbIX MOPTPETOB TOXE, Ka3aJIoCh, ITIs/IENIU Ha Hee,
TOYHO y/IMBJISISICh, KAK CMeJIa 9Ta IepeBeHCKas AEBYIIKa fesaTh 910. Ho Mapra naxke He 3amevasa ux.
JII00OIBITCTBO U MHTEPEC, BhIpaKaBIUecs Ha Juile MepH, Tak 00paJoBali ee, YTO OHa MPOIoJIKAasa
MPBITaTh ¥ MpbIraia 10 TeX Mop, MOKa OTCUYMTala CTO.

— 41 Morua OBl IpBITaTh elie AoJIbIIIe, — CKa3aia OHa, KOrja ocTaHOBIIack. — Koria MHe OblIo
JIeT JBEHAAIATh, 51 OOHAXIbI TIPBITaJia, MOKa He OTCYMTAJIA MISATHCOT!

Mepu NOIHSNIACH CO CTYJIa, YYBCTBYS, UYTO ¥ OHA HAUMHAET OJKHUBJISATHCS.

— DT0, KaKeTcs, MPUATHO, — CKa3ajia oHa. — TBosi MaTh noOpas keHIuHaA. Kak Tel qymaenib,
MOTY sI KOTJ1a-HUOY/Ib BEIyYHTBCS MIPHITaTh TaK?

— A T1bI IOTIPOOY#! — ckazana Mapra, nogaBas eil BepeBouKy. — ONIeHbCS U MOAM TIOTIPhIrait
Ha OTKPBITOM Bo3/1yxe. Mosi MaTh Besiesia MHe CKazaTbh Tebe, 4ToObI Thl TOOOJIbIIIe OblIa Ha BO3IYXE,
Aaxe Korja I0XKIb UJIeT, — TOJIBKO OJEHbCS MOTerlIee.

Mepu Haziena NajabToO W HUISANY U MEpeKUHY/Ia BEpeBOUKY uepe3 pyKy. OHa yxke OTBOpHIIa
ABEpb, YTOOBI BHITH, KaK BAPYT BCIIOMHMIIA O Y€M-TO M MEJIIEHHO 0OepHYyJIach Ha3a/l.

—Mapra, — cka3ana oHa, — Be[lb 3TO ObUIO TBOE JKaJIOBaHbe. DTO ObLIM TBOU JBa MeHca. Criacuoo
Teoe.

Oma cka3aja 3T0 YOMOPHBIM TOHOM, TIOTOMY YTO HE IPUBBIKJIA OJIAarofapuTh KOro-HUOYAb W
3amMeuarb, KOrjaa JIOAN YTO-HUOYIb AeNau [Tl Hee.

— Crnacu6o Tebe, — cKazasia OHa U MPOTsIHYJIA PYKY, IIOTOMY YTO HE 3HaJla, 4TO eHl elle HaJao
cHenaTh.

Maprta HEeBOJIBHO TPSIXHYJIA €€ PYKY, Kak OyITO U OHa TOXe He MPHBHIKJIA K 3ToMy. [ToToM oHa
paccMmesiiach.

— ThI Kakasg-To CTpaHHasi, TOYHO MaJIeHbKasl CTapyIlKa, — cKa3ana oHa. — Eciu Obl ThI Oblia
Hara ieH, Thl Obl MeHs MOLIeJIOBAA.

Mepu ckazaiia ele 4oropHee:

— Tu1 xoueltb, 4TOOHI 51 TeOsA moreaoBaIa’?
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Mapra cHOBa 3acMesIach.

— O, Her, — orBeTHsIa OHA. — Ecitit Obl TI ObLIA ApyTas, THI Obl, MOKET OBITh, CAMAa 3aX0TeJNa ITO
crnenatsb... Ho Tol He gpyras... beru B can u urpaii tam.

Ha nynre y Mepu ObUTO KaK-TO CTPaHHO, KOTJIa OHA BHIIIUIA. DT HOPKIIUPIIBI OYeHb CTPAHHbIC
moau, 1 Mapra Bcerza Obuta i Hee 3aragkor. CHauasia OHa He HpaBuiiach Mepu, a Tenepb Havyasa
HPaBUTHCS.

BepeBouka okazasach yIMBUTENIbHON IITYKOM. Mepu cunTasia v Mpsiraia, npbirajia u CYMTana,
TIOKa IIIEKH Y Hee He paCKpacHEeNHCh, U OHA TaK YBJIEKJIACh 9TUM, KaK HUKOTJa HIYEeM He YBJIEKaJach.

Ona 3abpanach B (PpyKTOBBII caj, rae yBuaenaa beHa, KOTOpBIi KOMaia 3eMJI0 U TOJIKOBAJI C
MaJIMHOBKOH, TIPBITABILEH TMoyie Hero. Mepu nogdexkarna K HeMy, Mpbiras yepe3 BepeBOYKY, U OH
TIOJIHSLJT TOJIOBY M CMOTpEJT Ha Hee CO CTPAaHHBIM BhIpakeHneM. Mepu aymaia o TOM, 3aMETHT OH ee
WM HET; €l OYeHb XOTEeJIOCh, YTOOBI OH BHUJIEN, KAK OHA MPbITaeT.

— Wb Th1! — BOCKJIMKHYIT OH. — Jla ThI, MOXaIy, HA CAMOM JIeJie IEBOYKA, U B KUJIAX y TeOs
MOJIOAasi KpoBb, & HE KUCI0e MOJIOKO. Wb Harpbiranach, Jake meKu packpacHeauch! Hu 3a yto
OBl HE TTOBEPUIL.

Mepu obexana BOKpYT BCeX CaJIoB U BOKPYT (DPYKTOBOTO Cajia, OTAbIXas Kaxkble HECKOJIBKO
MUHYT, ¥, HAKOHEII, HallpaBUJIach K CBOel JMoOuMoit nopoxke. Eil Xxotenoch monpoOoBatk, cymeeT Jid
oHa poOexaTh BCIO UTMHY ee, Mpbirast yepe3 BepeBouKy. OHa Havyasa npeirath O4eHb MeJIEHHO, HO
Ha MOJIJOPOre JOJIKHA OblIa OCTAHOBUTHCS, TIOTOMY UTO €l CTaJIO KapKo U Y Hee MepexBaTHIO JyX.
OHa 0CTaHOBUJIACh, 3ACMESIBIIIMCH OT YJOBOJILCTBUS, U BIPYT 3aMETUIIa MAIMHOBKY, Ka4aBIIIyloCs Ha
IJIMHHOM BeTKe Tutiomma. HampaBuBiics k Hell, Mepyu MoYyBCTBOBaJA, YTO C KAXKABIM MPBIKKOM Y
Hee B KapMaHe MOCTYKMBAET YTO-TO TsKEJIOe, M CHOBA 3aCMesiach.

— Buepa ThI MHe mokazana, rae ObUT KJTIOY, — CKa3ajia OHa. — A CerofHs Thl JOJIKHA ObLa Obl
yKa3arh KaJMTKY; HO sl JyMalo, YTO Thl HE 3HAEIIIb, TJIe OHA.

[Tryka BCopxHyJia ¢ KayaBIleics BETKY HA BEPIIMHY CTEHBI, IIMPOKO PACKPbLIA KITIOB U 3211~
Jlach TPOMKOM, YyJIECHOU TPEJIbl0, TOYHO KeJlasi IOXBACTAThCSI.

B ckaskax cBoeii aits Mepu yacTo cibliaia npo BOIIeOCTBO, U TO, YTO MPOU3OILIO C HElO B
CJEYIOIYI0 MUHYTY, OHa TIOTOM BCEr/ia Ha3bIBaJla BOJIIIEOCTBOM.

Bronbs mo TporuHKe BAPYT MpOHECCs JeTKHiA MOPHIB BeTpa, Ooiee CUIIbHBIN, YeM Tpekae, —
HACTOJIbKO CHJIBHBIH, YTO 3aKa4yajl BETBU JIEPEBbEB U [UIMHHbIE, HETIOAPE3aHHbIe BETBY IUTIOIIA, KOTO-
pble CBEIIMBAJIKCH CO CTEHbl. MepH MOIOIIIa HEMHOTO ONMKe K MTHYKE; TIOPBIBOM BETpa BIAPYT
OTHECJIO B CTOPOHY NoOeru 1utoria; Mepu ObICTpO NpBIrHyIa elnie OIrke ¥ yXBaTHIIach 32 HUX PYKOIO.
Oma cnenana 3T0 MOTOMY, YTO 3aMeTHJIa HEYTO O[] JIMCTBOIO — KPYIJIYI0 PYYKY, TIOYTH CKPBITYIO
JIMCTBSIMU. DTO ObUIA pyYKa KAJIMTKH.

OHa cyHyna pyKy TOJI JIMCThSI ¥ CTasla OTOJBUIaTh U OTIEPrUBaTh UX B CTOPOHY. XOTS TUTIONI
POC OYeHb T'YCTO, OH MPECTABIIST COOO0I0 Kak Obl ABMKYIIMIACS 3aHABEC, IPUKPHIBABLINN AEPEBO U
xene30. OT paiocTy ¥ BOHEHUs1 Y MepH CHITbHO OMJTIOCH CeplLie U IPOkKaI pyKH. YTo 3T0 Takoe. ..
y Hee nof pykoi? Kakasi-To ueTbipexyroyibHas jkejie3Hasi IITyKa U B Hell CKBaXKHHA. . .

370 OBUT 3aMOK KAJUTKH, KOTOPAasi POCTOsIA AECATH JIET 3arepToil. Mepu cyHyna pyKy B Kap-
MaH ¥ BbITammia kiaod. OH noaxoaui K 3aMKy. OHa CyHysIa KJIIOY B 3aMOK M MOBepHYJia ero. Eii
MOHAJOOMIIUCh 00€ PYKH, YTOOBI ClIeNaTh 3TO, HO KJTI0Y BCE-TaKU MOBEPHYJICS.

Mepu ri1yOOKO B3IOXHYJIa M OIJISTHYJIaCh Ha3aj, Ha JOPOXKKY, YTOOBI MOMISAAETh, HE UIET JIN
KTO-HUOYAb. HO MO NOpOskKe, Kak BUIHO, HUKTO HUKOT/A He Xomul. OHa orsATh IITyOOKO B3IOXHYJIA,
MOTOMY UYTO HE MOIJIA YAEPXKaTbCsl OT TOrO, OTBEJIA B CTOPOHY KOJIBIXABIIMICS 3aHABEC JIMCTBHI U
TOJIKHYJIA IBEPb, KOTOPAsi ME/IJIEHHO, MEIEHHO OTBOPHJIACH.

OHa cKonb3HYJ1a BHYTPb, 3aTBOPHB 32 COOO0M KAIUTKY, PUCTIOHUIACH K HEW CIIMHOIO, OTJISIIbI-
BasICh KPYTOM M OBICTPO JBIIIA OT BO30OYKICHUS, YAUBICHUS U PAJOCTH.

OHa cTosij1a B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cafy.
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I'maBa X

3710 OBUIO TaKOE TMpEeCTHOe TAaMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, KaKOe TOJbKO MOXHO ceOe mpejcTa-
BUTb. BBICOKHME CTEHBI, OKpYKaBIIIHE CaJl, TOKPHITHI CYXMMH, OE3JTUCTHIMU CTEOISIMU BBIOIIMXCS PO3,
TAKUMHU TYCTBIMU, YTO OHH TIeperiesuch Mex coOo. Mepu JIeHHOKC 3Hasa, 9To 3TO PO3bI, IOTOMY
YTO BHUJIE/Ia MHOKECTBO po3 B MHauu. Termeph Ha HUX He ObLIO HY JIUCTHEB, HU 1IBETOB, U Mepu He
3HaJIa, )KXMBbI JIM OHU UJIX MEPTBBI; HO TOHKHE CEPLIC NI KOPUYHEBLIC BETKU U HO6CFI/I MMpeaACTaBIsAIN
co00i TOYHO MPO3pPaYHOE TIOKPHIBAJIO, HAOPOIIIEHHOE HA CTEHBI, JePEBbs, Jake Ha JKENTYIO TPaBy.
DTO-TO MPO3pavHOE MOKPHIBAJIO U MPUIABAJIO BCEMY TAKOW TAMHCTBEHHBIN BUI.

— Kak tuxo! — npomenrana Mepu. — Kak txo!

Onac CCKyHY MPpUCTyHIMBAIACh K TUIIWHE. HTI/I‘IKa, B3JICTECBIIAA Ha BEPXYIIKY IEPEBaA, TOXKE
MPUTHXJIA, KaK ¥ Bc€ BOKpYr. OHa cujiesia HEeMoABMKHO U Tiisiena Ha Mepu.

- HCYIII/IBI/ITCJI])HO, YTO 31ECh THX0! — CHOBa HICITHYJIA MCpI/I. -3a HEJIBIX JECATD JIET A IepBas
3aroBOpUIIa 3/1€Ch.

OHa oToIIUIa OT KaJIMTKH, CTyTas Tak TUXO, Kak OyATo Oosiiack pa3OyauTh Koro-to. OHa Obuia
paja, uTo Mo HOraMH y Hee TpaBa U IIark ee 0e33ByYHBI.

— Heyxenu onu coBcem MepTBbIe? — cKa3alia OHa, I3 Ha cTeOu U noderu po3. — Heyxenn
3TO COBCEM MepTBbI cai! MHe Obl He XOTeNOCh, YTOObI 3TO 0KA3aJIOCh TaK.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku Oblj1a B cCaMOM TaMHCTBEHHOM cajay! OHa MOIJIa MPOXOIUTh Yepe3 KaIUTKY,
CKPBITYIO ILTIONIOM, BO BCSIKOE BpeMsi M UyBCTBOBaJIa ceds TaK, Kak Oy/ITO OTKpbLIa HOBBIH, €i OHOU
MPUHAJIEKALIMA MUD.

Bce BOKpyr ObLJIO CTPaHHO M TUXO, M €1 Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA HAXOJUTCS 32 COTHU MUJIb OT BCEX,
HO B TO € camMoe BpeMsl OHa BOBCE HE YyBCTBOBasIa ceOs1 OQMHOKOW. TONBKO OTHO ee CMYINAIo —
JKeJIaHUEC 3HAaTh, 6I>UII/I JI1 BC€ PO3bl MEPTBLI UJIM HEKOTOPBLIE MOIVIM €IIC OXHTHb W 3alIBECTU, KOrJga
niorozia craHet teruieid. Eciu 61 3TOT cajy ObLT KUBOM, KaK UyJeCHO ObLIO ObI 3€Ch U CKOJIBKO THICSY
PO3 pociio Obl MOBCIOY !

Korzaa ona Bomuia B caji, ee BepeBoUKa BUCeNa Y Hee Ha PyKe; PO sl HEKOTOPOEe pacCTOsTHHUE,
OHa peIInIa, YTo 00EKUT BOKPYT BCETO caja 1 OyJIeT OCTAHABIMBATHCS TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/Ia el 3aX0-
YeTcsl YTO-HUOY/Ib PACCMOTPETb.

Tam u csIM BUIHEUCh 3apOCIIINe TPABOW TPOIIMHKHY, a B IByX MECTaxX OHa YBHIEJIa HEUTO BPO/Ie
AJIbKOBOB U3 XBOMHBIX paCTCHHfI, C KaMCHHBIMU CKaMbAMM 1 BbICOKUMM, IIOKPLITBIMHA MXOM Ba3aMU
IJ11 IIBETOB.

[NonGexaB KO BTOPOMY aJIbKOBY, OHa BIPYI OCTAaHOBHWJIACh. TaM Korjma-to Obuta KiymOa, u
el TIOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO M3 TEMHOM 3eMJIM TOpYAT KaKWe-TO MajeHbKHe OnieHO-3eeHble ocTprsi. OHa
BCIIOMHWJIA, YTO TOBOPWJI el BeH, 1 craia Ha KOoJieH!, YTOObI MOTJISAeTh Ha HUX.

— DT0 MaJIEHBKHE ITY4YKHU PaCTyT, U 9TO, MOKET 6I)ITI), MOACHEKHUKU WUJIU HAPUHCCHI, — ITPO-
IIenTana OHa.

Omna HarHysach OJTM3KO, BABIXask CBEKHIA 3arax BiIaxHOU 3eMir. OH eil OueHb TIOHPABUJICS.

— BBITb MOXeT, U B IPYrUX MecTax TOKe pacTeT YTo-HUOYy/b, — CKa3asia oHa. — 5 00oiiny Bech
caJl ¥ mocMoTpio!

Ona nonuta MeIJIeHHO, Tisis Ha 3eMimo. OHa ocMarpuBaa crapbie KIyMOBbl, 3aryisiablBajia B
TPaBY M CKOPO OTBICKAJIa e11le MHOTO OCTPBIX OJIeTHO-3eIeHBIX UIJI, YTO CHOBA IPUBEJIO €€ B BOJHEHHE.

—ITO He COBCEM MEPTBBIH cajl! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — Jlake eciii po3bl yMEpIH, TYT Bce-
TaKH1 €CThb YTO-TO KHUBOEC.

Omna He UMeJTa HUKAKOTO MOHATHS O CaIOBOJICTBE, HO B HEKOTOPBIX MECTaX, IJIe 3eJICHbIE OCTPHUS
pOOMBAIICH HApYXKy, TpaBa Obula OYeHb rycTa, 1 Mepu IMoKas3ajaoch, 4To UM Herae pactu. OHa
MCKaJa 10 TeX Mop, MOKa He HAlllIa OCTPYIO MaJouKy, CTajla Ha KOJIH! M Hayasla KOMaTh M BHITAJTBI-
BaThb TpaBy, TaK YTO BOKPYT 3€JICHBIX WIJI O6pa30BEUII/ICL MAJICHbKUE PACYNIICHHLIC TTOJIAHKH.
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— Tenepsb, Kaxercsi, UM MOXHO OyZIeT IbIIaTh, — CKa3aia OHa, KOHYMB padoty. — f Oyny ere
YUCTUTD, BbIYMUIILY BE3EC, I'I€ TOJIBKO YBHXKY. Ecmu CerogHA y MCEHA HC XBATUT BPEMCHU, S MOTry
IIPUIATH U 3aBTPA.

Mepu padoTana B cajay 0 TeX Mop, MOKa HaCTynuiIo Bpems odena. OHa BCIOMHMIIA 00 9TOM
JOBOJILHO TIO3/IHO, ¥ KOT/Ia OHA HajesIa MajbTo U NUIAIY U B3sila CBOIO TPHITAJIKY, € HE BEPUIIOCH,
YTO OHa MPOpadoTaa IebiX TpU Yaca. Eil ObUIO Tak XOPOIIIO BCE 3TO BPEMs, M TeNIEpb 9TU JCCATKH
3CJICHBIX HMIJI, KOTOPBIC BUJAHEIMCh CPEAN PACUHMIICHHBIX IMOJIAHOK, UMEJIKM COBCEM IIpyI“OI';I BU, YEM
TOorga, Korga TpaBa 1 COPHBIC PACTCHHUA TOYHO JYHIWIIN UX.

— 4 onATe mpuay nocne obena, — ckazasia Mepu, s BOKPYT Ha CBOE HOBOE IIAPCTBO U
oOparasch K AepeBbsiM U PO30BBIM KyCTaM, Kak OyATO OHU MOTJIM €€ CIIBIIIATh.

Ona myctuiachk Oexarh MO TpaBe, TOJKHYJIA MEIJICHHO OTBOPHUBINYIOCS CTAPYI0 KaJIUTKY U
CKOJIb3HYJIA TOJ1 JIUCThS TUTIONIA. Y Hee ObUIM Takue PyMsIHBIE IEKH, Takue OJecTsIye 11a3a U OHa
CTOJIBKO eJ1a 32 00eioM, uTo Mapra Obuia B BOCTOpre.

— JIBa Kycka Msica ¥ JiBe MOpLMH MyJUHTa, — CKa3aja oHa. — MaTb Mosi oOpajyercsi, Koraa s
el pacckaxy, 9To Jyist TeOs c/ienaia mpbirajikal

Bo Bpems paboThl B caty Mepu BhIKONAIa KAKOH-TO OesTblii KOPEIOK, MOX0KUN Ha JTYKOBUILY.
Oma ceifyac ke CHOBa 3achlliajla €ro 3eMJiei, CPOBHsIJIA €€ U TOJBbKO Terleph BCIIOMHUJIA 00 STOM.
Maprta, BeposITHO, MOIJIa Obl OOBSICHUTH €M, UTO TO TaKOe.

— Mapra, — cripocuiia OHa, — YTO 3TO 3a OeJible KOPEIKH, MOX0KHUe Ha JIYK?

—-23T10 LBETOYHBIC JTYKOBHUIIbI, — OTBETUJIA MapTa. — 3 Hux BecHou BBIPACTAIOT BCAKHE LIBCTHI.
MarneHbK1e — 9TO IOICHEXHUKH U 1adpaH, a OOJIbIINE — 9TO HAPLUCCH ¥ KOHKMIU. A OOJIbIIE BCeX
— JIWJIUK; OHU OYCHb KPACHUBbIE, U JIMKOH MHOTO MX TIOCAIUJI y HAC B CajIMKe.

— Tak JIukoH 3HaeT BCe... MPO IBETHI? — crpocuyia Mepu, B yMe KOTOPOU 3apoauiiach HOBast
MBICJTb.

— Hamr /InkoH ymeer BbIpamyBarh LBETH 4yTh JIM HE HA KApNUYax. MaTb rOBOPUT, 4TO OH
3aCTaBJIACT UX paCTH HAUICTIThIBAHUAMMU.

— A 3TH JIyKOBUIBI 10JIT0 KUBYT? MOT'YT OHU KUTb LIEJIbIE TO/Ibl, €CIIN UM. .. HUKTO He moMorasn?

— Onu camu cebe moMoraroT, — ckazana Mapra. — OTToro ux pa3BofsAT OefHbIe JOIU y ceOsl.
Ecnu uM He MeraTh, TO OHM pa3pacTaloTcs Mo 3eMJyield BO Bce CTOpOHBI. Bosie mapka B jiecy ecTb
MECTO, II€ NIOACHCKHUKU PACTYT ThICAYaMU. HuxTo He 3HACT, KOra X BIICPBLIC MMOCAINIIN TaM. Ounu
OYeHb KpacHBbIC, KOIJ]a HACTYIAET BECHa.

— 41 6b1 XOTesa, YTOOBI HACTYITWIIA BeCHa, — cKa3aia Mepu. — f xotena Obl BUJIETh BCE, UTO
pacrer B AHIVIUU.

INokoH4MB ¢ 06e10M, OHA ycesnach Ha CBOE JIIOOMMOE MeCTO — Ha KOBpPE Mpel KAMUHOM.

— MHe XoTenoch Obl UMETh MaJIEHBKHI 3aCTYII, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— Ha ugro tebe 3actyn? — cMmesich, cipocuiia Mapra.

Mepu cMoTpesna Ha OroHb ¥ 4TO-TO 00ayMbiBasia. OHa yMasia, 4To eil Hafio ObITh OCTOPOKHEH,
€CJIM OHa XOUeT COXPAaHUTh CBOE TaiiHOe napcTBo. OHa He Jieniajia HU4ero AypHOro, HO €Clid MUCTED
KpaBeH y3HaeT Mpo OTKPHITYIO KAJUTKY, OH OYeHb PACCEPAUTCs, BO3BMET HOBBIM KJTIOU U 3allpeT e
HaBceraa. Toro OHa He MorJia Obl IEPEHECTH.

— 31ech Bce Takoe TPOMAJHOE M ITYCTHIHHOE, — CKa3aJla OHA MeIEHHO, TOYHO co00paxas 4To-
T0. — VI B JOME MyCTBIHHO W CKYYHO, U B TIAPKE TOXke, U B cajiax Toxe. M 37ech CTONBKO 3arepThix
neepeii! 9 B Muanu Toxke HUYEro He Jiesiaia, HO TaM ObLIO OOJIbIIIe JIIoIeH, Ha KOTOPBIX MOXHO OBLIIO
CMOTPETb, — TY3eMIIbI U COJIIATHI, KOTOPBIE IUTK MUMO, MHOT/IA UTPajl OpKecTp. .. Ml Mos aifs paccka-
3bIBaJIa MHE CKa3KU... A 371eCh He C KeM TOBOPUTh, TOJIBKO ¢ TOOOM 1 beHoM; Tebe Hao padoTars, a
BeH oueHb YyacTo cOBceM He TOBOPUT CO MHOM. §1 iyMaro. .. eciii Obl y MeHs1 ObUT MaJIeHbKHI 3aCTYTI,
s TO’Ke MorJIa Obl KOTlaTh 3eMJTIO Iie-HuOYIb, Kak beH, 1 moTom ycTpowmia Obl ceOe cavK, eCu Obl
OH J]aJl MHE CeMsiH!

JInio MapTtsl BAPYT TOYHO OCBETUJIOCH.
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— Bor, BoT! — BoCKJIMKHYJ1a OHa. — TO ke camoe roBopujia MOsi MaTh. 371€Ch TaK MHOT'O MECTa,
TOBOPUT OHA, IIOYEMY K€ HE JIaTh AEBOUYKE KJIOYOK 3eMJIu !

— A CKOJIBKO CTOMT 3aCTyIl — MaJleHbKUi? — cripocuia Mepu.

— B nepeBHe ecTb /iBe JIaBKH, U 51 BUJIeNa TaM MaJleHbKHEe CaJJOBble OpYIUs: 3aCTyI, rpadiu u
BWJIBI — BCE 32 JIBa IIWJITMHTA. M Bce 3TO Kpenkoe, YToOb MOKHO ObLIIO paboTarh.

— Y MeHs B KOIIIeJIbKe eCTh OOJbIlle BYX IIMJUTMHIOB, — cKazana Mepu. — Muccuc MopprcoH
Jajla MHe MATh IWUIMHIOB, U MUccUC MeUIoK Toxe Jjajla MHE JIEHET — 3To oT Muctepa KpaBeHa.

— Heyxenu on momuuT Teds1! — BocK/IMKHYna Mapra.

— Muccuc Measiok ckasana, uto s1 Oy[ay nosiydarh IWIIMHT B HEAEO, 4ToObl TpaTuTh. OHa
KakJIylo cyOOOTy JaeT MHe ero, HO s He 3Hal0, Ha YTO €ro UCTPATHUTb.

— Jla 310 GorarcTBO, MpaBo, — ckazana Mapra. — Tel MOXeIIb KYIUTh, 4TO TeOe yromqHo. PeHTa 3a
Halll KOTTE/IK — BCEro IWUIMHT U TPH MIEHCa, HO JIOCTATh 3TH JIEHbI'M — BCE PABHO YTO 3y0 BBIPBATh. . .
41 9TO-TO BCIOMHMIIA, — CKa3ajia OHa, YIepIInch pyKaMH B OOKa.

— Yro0 Takoe? — xaaHoO cpocuia Mepu.

— B naBke B iepeBHEe MPOAAIOT MAKETUKH IIBETOYHBIX CEMSH IO NIEHHU 32 IITYKY, U Halll [JuKoH
3HAET, KaKue LIBEThl CaMble KPACUBBIE U KaK UX HAJ0 caxkaTb. OH XOAUT B IEPEBHIO OUYEHb YaCTO, Paau
3a0aBbl... Thl ymMeelb revaratb OyKBbI? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA BAPYT.

— 4 ymeto nucath, — otBeTHIIa Mepu, HO MapTa rokayvasa rojioBoi.

— Ham JIukoH yMeeT uuTaTh TOJNBKO rmevyaTtHoe. Ecim Obl Thl yMena neyaraTh, Mbl Obl TIOCTIAIN
eMy MUCbMO U TIOMPOCHITH ObI €ro KYMUTh CaJ0Bble HHCTPYMEHTHI M CeMEHa.

— Kakas o1 1oOpasi! — BocksmkHyaa Mepu. — A st 3TOro BoBce He 3Haua. S qymaio, 4to cymeio
HarmcaTh e4aTHBIMU OyKBamH, ecii onpoOyio. [lormpocum Oymaru u yepHUI y MUcciuc Measok!

— 'V meHs ectb Bce cBoe, — oTBeTHIa Mapra. —  noiiay u npuHecy.

Ona BIOEXka1a N3 KOMHATBl. MepH CcTosi1a BO3JIe KAMUHA U OT YIOBOJIbCTBUSI MOTUPAJIA CBOU
XyJIple MaJICHbKUE PYKH.

— Ecim y Mmenst Gyaer 3acTyri, — mpolernTasia OHa, — TO s XOPOIIEHBKO PACKOIAl0 3eMITI0, YTOOBI
ObLJ1a PhIXJIasi, ¥ BHIKOMAIO COPHBIE TPABbl. A eclii y MeHs OyIyT ceMeHa U s BBIpaIlly LBETHI, TO CaJl
BOBce He OyJeT MEepTBBIi — OH OKUBET!

Harmucats nuckmo J[JuKOHY OKa3aJioch IOBOJIBHO TPYAHOM 3aiavei. Mepu He 0COOEHHO MHO-
TOMY YYWJIH, TIOTOMY YTO TYBEPHAHTKH TaK He JIOOWIIH ee, YTO He XOTeNHU KUTh ¢ Helo. OHa He ymena
XOPOIIIO CKJIAJBIBATH, HO, KOTJIa OHA MOMPOOOBaIa MUCaTh MEYATHHIMKA OYKBaMH, 9TO €i yAaIoch, 1
Mapra npoauKTOBaia ei MucbMo.

— MBbI BJIOXUM JIEHBI'M B KOHBEPT, U 1 TTOTPOIIY MaJTb4urKa MSICHIKA OTBE3TU ero. OH O0NbIIoN
npusress [Jukona, — ckaszana Mapra.

— A Kak # nonyuy Bce To, 4To JJuKoH Kynut? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— OH cam npunecer. OH OXOTHO HPUJET CIOAA.

— O! — BockymkHyna Mepu. — Tak s ero yBuxky! § HMKoraa He qymana, 4to yBUKY JIMKOHa.

— A TBI X0Tena Obl ero BUAETh? — BAPYT cripocuia MapTta ¢ O4eBUIHBIM yIOBOJIbCTBUEM.

— Ha! 51 Hukorga He BujeNa MaJbuMKa, KOTOPOTO JIIOOSIT JIMCHUIIBI ¥ BOPOHBI. 1 oYeHb xoTena
OBl €r0 BUJIETH.

Mapra czenana JBUKeHHE, Kak OyITO BAPYT O YeM-TO BCIOMHMJIA.

— W nonymats TOJBKO, UTO 51 00 3TOM UyTh He 3a0blIa, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA BIIPYT, — a AyMaJa
pacckazarsb Tebe erie yrpom! A cripocuiia MaTh, M OHa CKa3asa, 4To cama IMOMpOCUT MUccHC Meiok.

— Tr1 gymaenis. .. — Havasta 6su10 Mepu.

— O 4em 51 roBOpuMIIa BO BTOPHUK — MOKHO JIM OyJIeT TeOe rmoexarh Kak-HUOYAb K HaM B KOTTEITK,
MBI ObI TeOSI TaM YTOCTHIIM OBCSTHOM JIETIEIIIKOM ¢ MacjioM M MOJIOKOM.

— Kak ona nymaer, myctut MmeHst Muccrc Memiok? — 03a0oueHHo cripociiia Mepu.

— la, oHa ymMaeT, 9YTo MUCCUC MeIJIOK IMyCTUT TeOsI.
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—Ecnum 51 moeny, To yBUKY ¥ TBOIO MaTh, M JIMKOHa, — cka3asia Mepu, 001yMbIBasi BCE 9TO; BUTHO
OBLJIO, YTO 3TA MBICJIb €l OYeHb HPaBHUTCS. — TBOSI MaTh COBCEM HEMOXoXa Ha Marepeit B MIHauu.

[Mocie paGoThl B cay ¥ TMOCJe BCEX TPEBOJIHEHU Mepy cujiena MPUTUXINAs U 3alyMUnBasl.
Mapra cuzena ¢ Helo, IOKa He HacTyIuIIa 1opa MoAaBaTh Yai, HO CUAEIM OHU TUXO U pa3roBapuBaIv
maso. 1 npexe yem Mapra conuia BHU3 3a 4aeM, Mepu BApYT 3aj1aj1a eid BOIpoc.

— Mapra, — cripocuiia OHa, — y CyIOMOMKY ONATH CEroaHs 0osesu 3yOnl?

Mapra cnerka B3IpOrHyia:

— Ilouemy ThI cripammBaenis?

— Bor nouemy. .. Koraa s xmana tedst 31ech HaBepxy, s OTKpbLJIa IBEPh ¥ TOIILIA TI0 KOPUAOpY,
YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, HE UICIIh JIU Thl. 1 51 ONSAThH yChbliana OTYasiHHbINA KPUK, KaK B IPOIUIBIA pas.
CerofHs HET BeTpa, 3HAYUT, ITO HE MOT OBITh BETEp. ..

— O, TBI HEe JOKHA pacXaXuBaTh MO KOPUIOPAM U TOACITYIIMBATh, — OECIIOKOMHO CKazania
Mapra. — Mucrep KpaBeH 3a 310 paccepauiics Obl v Hajienan Obl Bor 3Haer yero. ..

— 41 He moxcaymmBana, — ckazaina MepH, — sl TOJBKO KJaja Teds... U yClublana 310. YKe B
TpeTHii pas!

— Ax, Boxe moii! Muccuc Memiok 3BoHUT! — cka3zana Mapta, BeiOekaB U3 KOMHATHI.

—3TO caMblil CTPaHHBIN JOM, B KOTOPOM KTO-HUOY/Ib KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib KHUJI, — TIOTYCOHHO CKa3aa
Mepu, 10J10:X1B TOJIOBY Ha MSITKOE CHJIEHbE CTOSIBILIETO OKOJIO Hee Kpecia.

Caexuii BO3/1yX, padoTa B cajly ¥ MPHIraJIka BEI3BAJM B HEH TaKYIO 3[I0POBYIO TIPUATHYIO yCTa-
JIOCTb, YTO OHA YCHYJIA.
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I'nmaBa XI

CouHIle cusJIO0 MOYTH LIEYI0 HEJIeNo, OCBellasl U TAMHCTBEHHBIN call. Tak Ha3biBasia ero Mepw,
Korjga aymana o HeM. Eif oueHb HpaBUJIOCh 9TO Ha3BaHUeE, a elle OOJIbllie HPaBUJIOCh €l CO3HAHUE,
YTO, KOTJ]a OHAa HAXO/AUJIaCh BHYTPU KPACUBOW CTApPOM Orpajibl, HUKTO He 3HaJ, Tjie oHa. Eil kazasocs,
YTO OHA HAXOIUTCS B KAKOM-TO BOJIIEOHOM Kpaio, B IPYTOM MHpE.

Mepu Oblia pemmTenbHas AeBOYKa, U TeTlepb, KOT/a B €€ )KU3HHU MOSIBIIIOCh HEUTO MHTEPECHOE,
I7ie OHa MOIJIa TIPOSIBUTh CBOW PEIIMTESIbHBIA HPaB, OHA BCElesIo oTaaiack padore. OHa HEYCTaHHO
paboTaJa, Komasa, BeIIajbIBaja COPHBIE TPaBbl, U pad0Ta HE TOJIBKO HE yTOMIISUIA €€, HO C KaXJbIM
yacoM Bce Oosbliie U Oosbllie HpaBuiach eid. OHa Ka3anach il KaKoi-TO BOJIIIEOHON UTPOH.

Mepu Haxonuia ropasao OoJblie O1eIHO-3e/IeHbIX UIJT, YeM 0XKUAaJa; OHH, Ka3aJI0Ch, TIOBCIOAY
BBITJISIABIBAIIM M3-T1071 3eMJIM. VIHOTIa OHa mepecTaBajia KomaThb, AyMasi O TOM, Kak OyJeT BBIIISIETh
cajl, KOrja Bce 3TO 3alBeTeT.

B TeueHue 310N HenenM oHa HEMHOXKO Onvke corniack ¢ beHom. Heckonbko pa3 oHa 3acTa-
BaJIa €ro BPACIUIOX, BAPYT MOSIBJISSACH BO3JIE HEro Kak M3-mop 3emutd. Jleno OblIo B TOM, YTO OHa
6os1ach, 9YT0O OH He 3a0pall CBOMX MHCTPYMEHTOB U He YIIIeN, €C/ii O YBHIEI, UTO OHA UIET K HEMY,
Y M03TOMY NOJKpa/IplBaiach Kak MOXXHO Tuiie. Ho oH, 0ueBHIHO, OTHOCHIICS K HEl MEHee HelpH-
SI3HEHHO, YeM Tpesk/ie. BhITh MOXeT, eMy BTailHe JIbCTUIIO ee KeJlaHhe MOObITh C HUM; KpOMe TOro,
OHa CTajla Topa3io BekJMBeH, yeM npexje. OH He 3Hajl, 4TO KOIrja OHa €ro yBHJeJa BIIEPBbIE, TO
3aroBOpWJia ¢ HUM TaKUM TOHOM, KaKMM TOBOpMIIA Obl C Ty3eMHBIM ciiyroid B iHouu, He mono3pe-
Bas JIa)ke, YTO CTapblil YTPIOMBII HOPKIIMPELl HE IPUBBIK MPEKJIOHATHCS Nepe]l CBOUMHU IOCTIONAMU
Y TOJILKO UCIIOJIHATD UX NPUKA3aHUS.

OH oYeHb peAKo ObLT Pa3srOBOPYKB M MHOTJA Ha Bce BOMPOCH Mepu oTBevas OfIHUM Bopya-
HUEM, HO OJHaX[bl YTPOM pasroBopuiics. OH BHIIPAMWICS, MIOCTaBUB HOTY Ha 3acTyIl JIONAThl, U
MPUCTAIILHO omisiaes Mepu.

— Tol gaBHO 37€Ch? — BHINAINI OH.

— OkoJ10 Mecs11a, Kaxercsl, — OTBETHIIA OHA.

— D10 nenaer MUCCeNbTY UTY YeCTh, — CKa3al OH, — Thl HE TaKas Xy/aas M KelTas, Kak Oblia
npexje. Korma Tel BiepBble IpuIILIa Cloa, B Cajl, Thl OblIa MOX0Ka HA OIIUITAHHOTO A TYOHKA; 51 TIO/Y-
MaJl TOrJja, YTO HUKOT/Ia He BUABIBAJ OOJiee HEKPACUBOTO M KHCIIOTO JIMLIA, YEM TBOE.

Mepu Obl1a He TIIECJaBHA M HHKOrIA He OblIa BBICOKOTO MHEHHSI O CBOEH HapyXHOCTH,
[I09TOMY HUUYTh HE CMYTHUJIACh.

— 41 3Hat0, 4TO 51 TENEPh HE TaKas Xy/Aasi; MOM UYJIKU CTAHOBSTCSA ykKe. .. A BOT MaJIMHOBKa, beH!

70 AENUCTBUTEIHHO OblJIa MAJIMHOBKA, KpacuBee, YeM KOTa-Ti00: ee KPACHBIN <« KUJIeT» OJre-
CTesl, KaK amiac, OHa pa3MaxuBasla KPbUIbSIMH, CKJIOHSUIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK M TpallMO3HO TphIraja.
ITorom oHa Bapyr pacnpaBuiia Kpbulbsi 1 — MepH eiBa Bepuiia CBOMM IV1a3aM! — B3/ieTena npsMo Ha
pyuKky Jionartsl bena. A beH cTos1 HENMOABUAKHO, 3aTauB JIbIXaHUE, ITOKA NITUYKA CHOBA PacIpaBUiIa
KPbUIbS ¥ yieTena. [IoToM oH MOCTOsI, s Ha PyUKY JIONAThl, Kak OyATO B Hel ObLIO HEYTO BOJI-
mebHoe, ¥ CHOBa Havasl KomaTh, He TOBOPsI HU cioBa. Ho Tak Kak Ha JMIe ero TO MOSIBIISIACh, TO
rcuesana yinbioka, Mepu He 1o0osiiach 3arOBOPUTH C HHM.

— A y Bac ecTb COOCTBEHHBIH cajl? — CIIpOCHIIa OHA.

— Her; g Xonoctsk u xxuBy y MapTtuHa, BO3J1€ 3aCTaBHhl. . .

— A ecnm Obl y Bac ObLI caji, YTO ObI BBl TaM Mocaamin? — cpocuia Mepu.

— Kanycry, kaprodensb, nyk...

— A ecnu Obl BBl XOTEJM MTOCAIUTD IIBETHI? — HacTanBaia Mepu. — Uto Obl BbI ocauiu?

— LIBeTouHbIe JTYKOBHIIBL. .. YTO-HUOYAb TYIIUCTOE, a OOJIBIIIE BCETO Po3.

JInio Mepu 0KUBUIIOCS.

— A BBl JII0OUTE PO3BI7 — CITPOCHIIA OHA.
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BeH BbIpBaJI ¢ KOPHEM KaKoe-TO COPHOE pacTeHUe U OPOCHII €T0 B CTOPOHY, TIPEXk/Ie YeM OTBe-
THJL

— Ma, mo6mo. .. MeHs 3ToMy Hay4r/ia OfHa MOJIofiasi JamMa, Y KOTOpOU s ObUT CaJIOBHUKOM. Y
Hee ObLT KJIOUOK 3eMJTH B OTHOM MeCTe, KOTOpOoe el OYeHb HPaBMJIOCh... a PO3bI OHA TaK JIIOOWIA,
Kak OyATO 3TO OBUIM JETH... WM NTUIBL. S cam BUjielN, Kak OHA Harmbanach W 1eIoBajia ux... 1o
OBLIO IaBHO, JIET IeCATh TOMY Ha3a/l.

— A r1e oHa Tenephb? — cripocuiia Mepu, CUIIbHO 3aMHTEPECOBaHHAS.

— Ha nebe, — otBeTm beH, — kKak TOBOpUT MacTop.

— A 4ro caenasiock ¢ pozamu?

— VX ocTaBWIM TaK... Ha TPOU3BOJ CYAbOBIL.

Mepu Hauasa BOJHOBATHCA.

— U onu coBceM ymepiin? Po3bl yMUpaloT, KOrJla X OCTaBJISIIOT TaK ? — OCMeJHIACh OHa CITPO-
CHTb.

— S Hayumscst moouTh ux... S Mmoo ee, a OHa — po3bl, — HEOXOTHO co3HasIcs ben. — Pa3a Ba
B TOJl s YXOIWJI Ty/A. .. AeJall KOe-4To... MOACTPUTal KYCThI, PACUHMIIA BOKPYT KopHer. OHM ObUH
3aIyIIeHbl, HO 3eMJIsl ObLIa XOpoIliasi, U Koe-KaKue BbIKUJIH.

— A Korjia Ha KycTax HeT JIMCThEB U OHM CYXHe M Cepble UM KOPUYHEBbIE, TO KaK e MOKHO
y3HaTh, KUBbIe OHU UM MEPTBbIe? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— INoposxau, moka 3a HUX BO3bMETCS BECHA, KOT/Ia COJTHIIE CBETHT ITOCTIe IOXK s, 4 IOK/Th BhITa-
JIaeT T0CjIe COJTHEYHOTO CBETa, TOTAA Y3HAElllb.

— Kak xe, kak? — kpukHyna Mepu, 3a0bIB OCTOPOKHOCTb.

— Tlornsaau XOpoIeHbKO Ha BETKH U, €C/IM HalIellb Ha HUX KOoe-TJie KOPUYHEBbIe KOMOUKH,
CJIeTU 32 HUMU TIOCJIE TETUIOTO JIOKIS. .. YBUIUIIb, U4TO Oy/IeT.

OH BIPYT OCTAHOBUJICS U C JIIOOOITBITCTBOM TIOTJISIZIEN HA €€ OXKHBJICHHOE JIHIIO.

— A TBI 4ero Tak BAPYT 3aMHTEPECOBAIACh PO3aMu? — CIIPOCKII OH.

Mepwu mouyBCTBOBaJIA, YTO JIUIIO €€ BCIBIXHYJIO; OHA TIOUTH OOSUIaCh OTBETHTH.

—3T0 4... 1 XOUY IOUTPaTh... OYATO y MEHsI €CTh CBOM CaJl, — TPOOOPMOTaia OHA, — S1... MHE. ..
HEYero Jefath... ¥ MeHsI HUYero. .. U HUKOTO.

— Ja, 3T0 BepHO, — MelJIeHHO cKa3as beH, misas Ha Hee, — Y TeOs] HeT HU4Yero ¥ HUKOTO.

Ckazaj OH 3TO TaKUM CTPaHHBIM TOHOM, 4TO Mepu nogymala, He KajieeT JIM OH €€ HEMHOKKO.

Mepu HuKOr[a He Xajena camoe ceOs; OHa TOJILKO MHOra OblBajla yTOMJIEHA U CEepIOuTa,
MOTOMY UTO HUKOTO ¥ HUYero He oouia. Ho Teneps Bce Kak OyATO MEHSJIOCh U CTAHOBUJIOCH JTyYIIIe.
Ecnu TofbkO HUKTO He y3HaeT Mpo ee TAMHCTBEHHBIN call, eil Bceraa Oyaer Beceso!

OHa nocTosiia elie MUHYT JEecsTh U 3a/lajia eMy elle HeCKOJIbKO BOrpocoB. OH OTBETWI Ha
KaKJIbI BOIIPOC CBOMM OOBIYHBIM BOPWIMBBLIM TOHOM, HO HE Ka3aJICSl TAKUM CEPIUTHIM, YTOOBI B3SITh
CBOM 3aCTyIl ¥ OTOUTHU IIPOYb.

— A BHI Terepb TOXE XOOUTE TYIA. .. B3MISIHYTh HA 9TH PO3bI? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— B atoM roay 4 emie He ObLT... Y MeHS CycTaBH OOJISIT OT peBMaTU3Ma.

OH cKa3aj 3T0 CBOMM BOPWIMBBHIM TOHOM M BAPYT TOYHO PACCEPIUIICS HA Hee, XOTs OHA HUKAK
HE MoIJIa MOHSTH 32 YTO.

— Bort uT0, — cKka3ai oH pe3Ko, — He 3a/1aBail TaK MHOTO BOITPOCOB. YXOJIM OTCIO/IA U UTpaii cede.
S1 cerogHs TOMKOBAJI IOCTATOYHO !

OH cKazaJl 3T0 Tak CepIUTO, YTO OHA TOHsUIA: el HeYero ocraBaThes 37ech. OHa MeJIeHHO
yAQIUIACH 10 JIOPOKKE, MIpbirast Yepe3 BEpEeBOUKY U JyMasi O TOM, UTO HaIlIeJICs ellle OIMH YeJIOBeK,
KOTOPBI €1l HpaBUTCsl, HECMOTPsI Ha CBOIO BOPWIMBOCTb. Jla, crapsiil ben oueHb HpaBuiics €.

Bokpyr TaMHCTBEHHOTO caja I1a OOHECeHHas JTABPOBOUM M3rOPOIbI0 TOPOKKA, KOTOpas Besia
K KQJIUTKE, BBIXOAMBIIICH U3 TIApKa B Jiec. MepH XOTesIoch JOOekKaTh IO STOM JOPOKKE JI0 KATUTKY U
BBITJISTHYTh B JIEC, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, HET JIU OOMU30CTH 3aiiieB. [IppiraHbe uepe3 BepeBOUKY JI0CTa-
BUJIO € OOJIBITIOE YOBOJIBCTBHUE, U KOTJIa OHA 100pajiach 10 KAJIWTKU, OHA OTBOPHJIA €€ U BHIIIUIA B
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Jiec, IOTOMY YTO BAPYT YCJIbIIIAga KaKOW-TO CTPAHHBIM TUXUW CBUCT M €d 3aXOTeJIOCh y3HaTh, 4TO
3TO OBLIO.

OT10 OBUIO HEYTO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE: OHA CTOsIIa M CMOTpeJia, 3aTauB AbixaHue. [lon nepeBom,
MIPUCJIOHUBIIIMCH CITMHOIO K CTBOJTY, CHJIEN MJIBYMK U UTPaJT Ha TPYOO CICTaHHOW IepeBIHHON Ty/IKe.
710 ObLT MATIBYMK JIET TBEHAIIATH.

OH ObLT OUeHBb ONPSATEH; IEKU Y Hero ObLUTN KpacHbIe, KaKk MaK, HOC B3/IEPHYTHIH, a TJ1a3a Takue
KpyTJIble v romyOble, Kakux Mepu HUKOTIa He BUbIBAJIa HU Y OJJHOTO Majiburka. Ha cTBoe nepeBa, k
KOTOPOMY OH MPUCIIOHIJICS, CHJIe/Ia KOpUYHeBas Oeslka U CJIeIIIa 32 HUM; U3-3a KYCTOB IMOOIU30CTU
BHIJISIIBIBAJT (ha3aH, BBITSHYB 11110, a TIO/JIE HEro CUjeM JBa KPoJMKa, Hioxas Bo3ayXx. Kazasocs,
OyIITO BCe OHM COOPATUCH, YTOOBI OBITH MOOJMIKE K MAIBUMKY M TIOCTYIIATh CTPAHHBIE TUXUE 3BYKH,
KOTOpbIE HU3/1aBajia ero AyJoUKa.

VBuneB Mepu, OH TIOHSJT PYKY Y 3arOBOPWIT TIOUTH TaKUM K€ HU3KUM, TIOXOXKHMM Ha 3BYKU
JYJIKH, TOJIOCOM.

— He meBenuch! — ckaszain oH. — A TO CIyTHellb UX.

Mepu crosina Henoau:kHO. OH niepecTall urparhb U cTaj MoasMaThcs ¢ 3eMJTd. [IBuxkeHus ero
ObLTM TaK MEJJICHHBI, YTO OH, Ka3aJIOCh, BOBCE HE JBUTAJICS, HO, HAKOHEIl, OH BCEe-TaKW BCTAJ Ha
Hory; Oeska BCKapaOKasiach BBEpX 1O JIepeBy, (ha3aH CIpsATaII TOJIOBY, a KPOJIUKHU ITyCTHIIUCH OeKaTh
MpOYb, HEe BBIKA3bIBAS, BIIPOUYEM, HUKAKOTO UCITYTA.

— 4 — JIMKOH, — CKa3aJ MaJIbYMK, — ¥ 5 3HAI0, YTO Thl MHCC Mepu.

Mepwu Tonbko Toraa coodpasmia, uto 310 [IukoH. Pa3Be KTo-HUOYIH Ipyroi yMen Tak 04apo-
BBIBaTh (pa3aHOB M KPOJIMKOB, KaK Ty3eMIlbl B VIHIMU 09apOBBIBAIOT 3MeEii?

V masiburka OblT OOJIBIION PYMSIHBIN POT, a YABIOKA pacroi3aiach Mo BCEMY JIUITY.
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I'naBa XII

JIMKOH HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CTOsLJI, OCMaTpPUBAsiCh BOKPYT, B TO BpeMsl, Kak MepH crieiuiia 3a HUM,
MIOTOM CTaJl XO[WTh, CTyIas ellle OCTOPOKHEE U Jierdye, yeM Mepu, Korja OHa BIIepBble OUyTHJIACh B
TaMHCTBEHHOM cafy. [IMKOH, Ka3anock, BUIE BCe Cpa3y: Cepble JepeBbs, Cepble MOI3yure pacTeHus,
0OBMBABIIIME UX U CBUCABIIIME C BETBEH, 3€JIeHbIE aJIbKOBbI C KAMEHHBIMHU CKAMbsSIMU 1 BHICOKHE Ba3bl
IJIs1 IIBETOB, CTOSIBIIIME BHYTPH.

— S He myman, yto Korga-HUOYOb YBUKY 3TOT call, — CKa3ajl OH, HAKOHEIl, EeTIOTOM.

— A THI pa3Be ciblain npo Hero? — crpocuia Mepu. OHa 3aroBopuiia 'pOMKO, ¥ OH clieias
el 3HaK PyKOIO.

— Hazo roBoputh THXO, — CKa3aj OH, — a TO KTO-HUOY/Ib HAC YCIIBIIIUT U TIOJyMaeT, UTO 3[eCh
TaKoe. ..

— O! 4 3abpima! — ckazana Mepu McIyraHHO U OBICTPO MpHXkaja pyKy Ko pry. — Thl cblman
PO 3TOT caj]? — CHOBA CIIPOCHJIA OHA, KOT/Ia OMPaBUJIACh OT MCIIyTa.

JIMKOH KMBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

— Mapra mHe roBopuIa, 4TO TYT €CTh CaJl, B KOTOPBI HUKTO HE XOAUT, — OTBETHJI OH, — U MBI,
ObIBaJIO, BCEe AymMaeM, Kakou OH!

OH OCTaHOBWJICS M OMSATh OIJISIHYJICSI BOKPYT; B €r0 KPYIJIBIX TOMyOBIX IJ1a3aX BBIPaKajiach
pagocTb.

— A THE3/I-TO CKOJIBKO 371eCh OyeT BeCHOI! — cKa3as OH. — DTo camoe Oe30MacHOe MECTO IS
rHe3/1 BO Bcell AHIMU. HUKTO clona He XOUT, ¥ CTOJIBKO CITyTaHHBIX BETOK, KYCTOB U JIEPEBbEB, ITIE
cBUTh rHe310! W Kak 3TO BCe NTHUIIBI U3 CTENM HE BBIOT 371eCh I'He3 !

Mepu onsATh CXBaTWJIa €r0 3a pyKaB, cama He 3amevasi 3TOro.

— A po3ssl TyT OyayT? — menHyna oHa. — Thl MOXeIIb 3TO y3HaTh? S TymMaioo... MOXeT OBITb,
BCE 3TO ymepJo!

— O, ner, He Bce! — orBeTMI1 OH. — [locMoTpu-Ka ciofa.

OH mnoztomen K OnvKaiIeMy JepeBy, BHIHY/I U3 KapMaHa HOXK U OTKPBLT €ro.

— Tyt MHOrO MEpTBBIX CyubeB, KOTOPbIE HA/IO CpPe3aTh, — CKa3aj OH, — HO U HOBBIE €CTh, MPO-
JIOrofiHue. BOT OH, — ¥ OH TPOHYJI OTPOCTOK 3€JIEHOBATO-KOPUYHEBOTO, & HE CEPOro 1IBETA.

Mepu cama ToXke KaK-TO IOUYTHTENILHO TPOHYJA €ro.

— Bot 310T? — cnipocuiia oHa. — OH coBceM kKHUBOM, COBCeM?

JIMKOH MIMPOKO YIILIOHYJICS.

— Taxoii xe k1BOW, Kak Thl U 1. CMOTpHU-Ka, — CKa3aJl OH, AEPHYB TOJICTYIO CEpPYIO CYXYIO
BETKY, — MOXHO TOQyMaTh, YTO BCE 3TO MEPTBOE, HO MHE He Beputcs. S cefiuac Haapexy ee W
MOCMOTPIO.

OH BcTas Ha KOJIGHU U HaJpe3al Ka3aBIIylocs Oe3KIM3HEHHO BETKY.

— Buauis! — pagocTHo ckazain oH. — S1 TeGe ropopu!

Mepu TOXe cTajia Ha KOJIEHH, TIPeKe YeM OH yCIeNl YTO-HUOYIb CKa3aTbh, IPUCTAIIBHO TJIsIs
Ha BETKY.

— Kornma ona BHyTpu 3eeHOBaTast U COYHasi, TO OHa XMBasi, — OOBSCHUI OH, — & KOIJa OHA
Cyxasi M JIeTKO JIOMAaeTcsi, — Toraa KoHell. 3/1ech, TOKHO ObITh, KOPEHb KHUBOW, M €CIIM OTpe3aThb
cTapble Cy4bsi, XOPOIIEHbKO BCKOIATh 3€MJII0 BOKPYT J1a YXaKMBaTh, TOTAA... — OH OCTAHOBWJICS U
TIOJIHSLT TOJIOBY, TJISIsl HA BBIOIIMECS U CBHCAIOIINE BETKU M MOOETH, — TOrAa 3[eCh JIETOM OyaeT
uesbiid (poHTaH po3.

OHu cTany mepexoauTh OT KyCcTa K KyCTy, OT JepeBa K JepeBy. OH OTJIMYHO BJIafen HOXKOM,
yMeJT JIOBKO OTpe3aTh CyXue, MepTBbIe BETKH U YTraJIblBall, B KAKUX U3 HUX eIlle MOrJia ObITh )KU3Hb.
Oba oHM ycepmHO padoTaliy BO3JE OIHOTO M3 OONBIIMX PO3OBBIX KYCTOB, Korjga y JWKoHa BApYT
BBIPBAJIOCH YMBJIEHHOE BOCKJIMIIAHUE.
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— K10 370 cnienan? — KpUKHYJI OH, YKa3blBasi Ha TpaBy. — BoH Tam?

D70 ObUIA OfIHA U3 TOJSHOK, KOTOphle Mepu pacumcTiia BOKPYT OJieqHO-3€JIeHBIX UIJI, TOp-
YaBIIHUX U3 3eMIIH.

— 3710 51 cenana, — oTBeTHIIA Mepu. — DT UIJIbl ObUTH TaKKe MaJIeHbKHE, a TpaBa KPYroM Takast
rycTasi ¥ BHICOKasi, YTO MHE Ka3aJoCh, UM HeUeM AbIiaTh. BOT 51 1 qaja uM nodosbiie MecTa; s 1axe
HE 3HAI0, YTO 3TO 32 IITYKH.

JIMKOH MOJOIIesN ¥ BCTAI Ha KOJIEHH, IIIMPOKO YIIBIOASIC.

— Xopoliio, — cKa3aJl OH, — HUKAKOW Ca/IOBHUK He cieiai Obl Tydlie! DTo KPOKYCHI, MOICHEXK-
HUKH, 2 9TO HAPIUCCHI!

OH npopomkan padorark, MOKa roBOpuII, a Mepu omorasa emy.

— 3neck MHOTO padoThl OyaeT! — cka3al OH, BO30YXKJEHHO IJIsIAS BOKPYT.

— To1 mpuzens onsth? — cnpocwia Mepu. — § yBepeHa, 4Tto cymelo omorarh Tede; Besib 5
yMelo KOMaTh U TIOJIOTh M Oy/y JiesiaTh BCe, YTO ThI CKaxerb. [Toxanyiicra, npuxonu, [ukoH!

— Byny npuxonuts, eciii 3aX0uellib, JAaxke Kak/Iblil JeHb, — OTBETU OH YBEPEHHO.

OH onATh CTajl XOAUTh, OCMATPHUBast JIEPEBbsl, KYCThI, CTEHbI C 03a00UCHHBIM BBIPaXKECHUEM
JIMILIA, ¥ BAPYT OCTAHOBWJICS B HEJJOYMEHHHU, TIOYEChIBAsT PHIKYIO TOJIOBY.

— ITO TalHBIN CaJl... KOHEUHO. .. TOIBKO MHE KaXkeTCsl, UTO C TeX MOop, KaK ero 3arepiiu, 3/1eCh
ObL1 e1le KT0-TO, KpOMe MaJTMHOBKH !

— Ho Beap kanuTKa OblIa 3anepra, a KJIod 3apsIT, — cKasaia Mepu. — HUKTO He Mor BOMTH.

—IIpaBna, — OTBETHII OH. — TO OYEHb CTPAHHOE MECTO. MHE KaXeTCsl, UTO 3/1€Chb KTO-TO UUCTHIT
Y TIOACTPUTaJl. .. HEIAaBHO, a HE JIECATH JIET TOMY Haza.

— Kak e 3To Moriu crenath! — ckazana Mepu.

— Hy na, kak xe?.. — mpodopmoTai oH. — [IBepb ObUIa 3amepTa, ¥ KJII04 3aphiT!

OHM CHOBa PaIOCTHO MPUHSUIUCH 32 padoTy, elle ¢ OONBIINM ycepaueM, 4eM rpexiae. Mepu
BCTPEBOXKMIIACH, KOT/A YCIIBIIIANA, YTO OOJBINME Yachl BO IBOpe MPOOWIN Yac odea.

— MHe Hano uaTH, — MeYaabHO CKas3ajia oHa. — A Tede Toke Halo WATH, He MpaBaa Jin?

JIMKOH yJBIOHYJICS.

— Moii 0obef 1erko HOCHTh ¢ o000, — CKa3all OH. — MaTh Bcerja KjiaJieT MHe 4TO-HUOYIb B
KapMaH.

OH NOHS CBOIO KYPTKY, JIeXKaBIIYI0 Ha TPaBe, M BBHITAIIMI U3 KapMaHa Y3eJIOK, OOepPHYTHIH
YHUCTHIM TPYObIM IJIATKOM. Tam ObLIIH JIBa TOJICTHIX KycKa Xjie0a, MekIy KOTOPHIMU JIeKasl IOMTHK
Yero-To.

— Yamre Bcero 3To TONBKO XJie0, — CKa3ad OH, — HO CErofiHs y MEHsSI TYT XOPOIIUH JIOMTHK
BETUUHBI.

Mepu HUKaK He MOIJIa YUTH OT HEro, M €l BAPYT MOKAa3aJIoCh, YTO OH KAKOW-TO JIECHOM JyX,
KOTOPBII MOET UCUE3HYTh, KOTIa OHAa CHOBA MpUAET B caja. OHa MeJIeHHO HalpaBUJIach K KaJIUTKE,
MOTOM OCTaHOBHMJIACh M BEPHYJIACh OOPATHO.

— Y10 OBl HU CITYUYMIIOCh, THI... ThI HUKOT/IA HUYEro HE pacCKakelb? — CIIPOCHIa OHa.

Ero pymsHble mieku ObUTH Tyro HaOWUTHI XJ1eOOM M BETUYMHOM, HO OH BCE-TaKU OOOIPSIONIE
YIIBIOHYJICS.

— Ecym Ob1 THI ObLTa ITHIIA M YKa3aJ1a Obl MHE, IJIe TBOE THE3/10, ThI yMaelllb, sl paccKa3all Obl
Komy-HHOYIb? S Ob 9TOTO He cnenan! Thl 3/1ech B TAKOM ke Oe30MacHOCTH, KaK MTHUIIA B THE3/IE.

Mepu Oblia BIIOJHE YBEpeHa, uTo 3TO Tak. Mepu Oexkana Tak ObICTPO, YTO HUKAK HE MOIJa
MepeBeCTy IyX, KOraa BoIUIa K cebe B KoMHaTy. Bosocsl ee ObUH CITyTaHbI Ha JIOY, U IIIEKW pacKkpac-
Henmuchk. Ha crone crosit o6ef1, a Bo3jie Hero, y crtona, — Mapra.

— Tol HeMHOXkKO oro3ana! ['e Th ObLIa? — CIIpoCcKIa OHA.

— 4 Bunena [lukona! — ckazasia Mepu.

— 41 3Hana, 4TO OH MPUJIET, — OKUBJICHHO cKa3ayia Mapra. — HpaBurcs on Tebe?
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— 4 aymato, 4TO OH... OH mpesecTh! — pemuTenbHO 3asBwiIa Mepu, u Mapra npocusiia ot
YIOBOJIbCTBHSI.

— A ceMeHa ¥ MHCTPYMEHTHI TIOHPABWIIUCH Tebe?

— OTKyga Tel 3Haelllb, YTO OH UX MpHHec? — cripocuia Mepu.

— MHe ¥ B TOJIOBY He TIPHUIILIO, YTO OH MX HE MPUHECET; OH OBl MX MpUHeC Jake u3 Mopkumpa
— OH HaJIeKHbIN MaJIbUUK !

Mepu Gosinach, kKak Obl MapTa He Havasa 3a7aBaTh €l JIMIITHUX BOIPOCOB, HO OHA HIYErO He
cripocuia. TonbKo KOrjga oHa Cpocuiia, Tie MOCaAsT IBEThl, MepH UCITyranach.

— Th1 yxe kKoro-HMOyb criparmBania’?

— Her eme, Hukoro, — orBetrina Mepu, Koneosch.

— 51 6bI He cripamKBaa IIABHOTO CaJI0BHUKA; OH OYSHb BaKHBIN !

— { HuKora ero He BUaNa, — CKazana Mepu, — s1 BUjiasia TOJIbKO MJIAJIIEro caJloBHUKa 1a bena.

— 51 661 Ha TBOeM MecTe cripocuiia bena, — mocoBeroBasia Mapra. — Mucrep KpaBen no3Bossier
eMy JieJiaTh, YTO eMy YrOJHO, MOTOMY YTO OH CIIyKHII 3[ech, Korma muccuc Kpasen Obuia erne B
KHBBIX, & OHA JIIOOWIa ero. BeITh MOXeET, OH HaljeT TeOe KaKOH-HUOYIb YTOJIOK. ..

Mepu OBICTPO Chesia CBOM 00e[ M, BCTaB M3-3a CTOJIA, HAMpaBWIach ObLJIO B CBOI KOMHATY,
YTOOBI HAZIETh LIUIAIY, HO MapTa OCTaHOBHUJIA ee.

— 4 xouy Tebe cka3zaTh Koe-4To, — cKa3aya oHa. — Muctep KpaBeH BepHYJICS CEroiHs yTPOM,
Y MHE KaKeTCsl, 4TO OH XO4UeT BUJIeTh Teds!

Mepu nobmeaHena.

— O! 3auem? Beap oH He XoTen BUIETh MeHsl, Korna s npuexana! 1 cieimana, kak [Tuaep
TOBOPUIL. ...

— Muccuc Meaiok rOBOPUT, UTO 3TO BCe Onarogapsi Moei Matepu, — rosicHiia Mapra. — Ona
IIJ1a B IEPEBHIO U BcTpeTwia ero. OHa HUKOrJa B JKM3HM HE TOBOpPHJIA C HUM, HO Muccuc KpaseH
Korjga-To OblBaJIa y HAC B KOTTEIKe; OH 3a0bUl, HO MaTh He 3a0bUIa 3TOTO, BOT OHA M OCMEJIHMIIACH
OCTaHOBHTH €ro. I He 3Hal0, YTO OHA eMy CKazaja Mpo Tedsl, HO, BEPOSITHO, CKa3ajla eMy YTO-HUOYIb
TaKoe, YTO OH eIl TIOBUIATh TeOs, MPexke YeM OIsATh yelleT 3aBTpa. ..

— O, 3HauUT, OH OMATH yeIKAET 3aBTpa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa Mepu. — f oueHb paja.

— OH ener HagOITO; OBITH MOXET, OH HE BEPHETCS IO OCEHU WM A0 3uMbl. OH e/IeT B uyXkue
CTpaHBbl... KaK BCErya. ..

— O, g oueHb paja, — ¢ OrarogapHOCThio cKazana Mepu. Eciii oH He BepHETCsl 10 3UMBI WIH
Jaxe OCeHH, OHa ellle YBUIWT, KaK O’KMBET TAMHCTBEHHBIN Cajl. A €CJM 1aXke OH BCE y3HAET, TOr/a 1
OTHHMMET Yy Hee Cajl, HO Bce-TaKu caji 1ieJioe JIeTo OyJeT NMpUHAIeKaTh ei. ..

— Korna on 3axouer MeHs1 BUIIETh, KaK THI [yM. ..

Ona He ycnena KOHUUTb (ppasel, IOTOMY UYTO BEPb OTBOPHJIACH U Bollia Muccuc Meyiok. Ha
Hell OBUIO caMoe HapsiIHOE YepHOe TJIaThe M HAKOJIKA; BOPOTHUK OBUT 3aKOJIOT OOJBINION OPOIIIKOM.
Bun y Hee ObUT BCTPEBOKEHHBIN M OECTIOKOMHBIN.

— Y Tebs1 BOJIOCHI pacTpenaHbl, — ObICTPO CKa3aja OHa, — MOAM Mpuyerich. Mapra, oMoru ei
HaJeTh Jydliee miathe. Muctep KpaBeH mpucian MeHs, YToObl IPUBECTH €€ K HeMy B KaOWHET.

PymsHer coBcem coexain co mek Mepu; cepalie ee CUIIbHO 3a0MII0Ch, U OHA TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO CHOBA IPEBPAIAETCs B YOMOPHYIO, YTPIOMYIO IeBOUKY. OHa HUYero He OTBeTHIIa Muccuc Meiok
¥ TIOIIUIA B CTIAJIBHIO B COMPOBOXJeHnr MapTtel. OHa MomJana, oKa ee MpU4YeChBTN 1 IepeoieBaIH,
1 BCE TaK k€ MOoJT4a MoluIa 3a Muccuc Meiiok no kopuaopy. Yrto oHa Moryia ckaszatb? OHa JOmKHa
ObL1a IBUTHCS K Muctepy Kpaseny... OHa emy, BepHO, He TIOHPAaBUTCs, OH el Toxe. OHa 3Hasa, 4To
OH O HEeW MOAYyMaET. ..

Ee mpoBenu B Ty yacTh J0Ma, Ille OHA HUKOTa Ipex /e He ObiBaia. HakoHer muccuc Memiok
MOCTyvaJla B KaKkylo-TO JIBE€pb, U, KOIja KTO-To cKasanl: «Bouaute», — onn Bouwm BMecte. Ilepen
KaMHHOM B KpecJie CUIeN My)X4YrMHa, 1 MUCCHC Me/IIoK 3aroBopriia ¢ HAM.

— 3r1o mucc Mepu, cap! — ckazana oHa.
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— MoskeTe UITH 1 OCTaBUTB ee 31ech. $1 MO3BOHIO, KOT/Ia HaJo OyIeT YBECTH ee, — CKa3al MUCTEep
Kpasen.

Korza ona Bbiluia 1 3aTBopuiia ABepb, MepH CTOsiIa U JKJ1aa, )KaJlkas i MaJieHbKasi, B YepHOM
TiaThe, CkaB Xyable pyku. OHa BUzeNa, YTo YeJIOBEK B Kpecyie BOBCE He ObUT ropOaT, HO Y HEro ObLIH
BBICOKHME, HECKOJILKO HEPOBHbIE TUIEUH; B YEPHBIX BOJIOCAX BUIHENACH ceirHa. OH MOBEPHYII TOJIOBY
yepes IJIeY0 U 3ar0OBOPUII C HElO.

—ITonu cropa! — ckasa oH.

Mepu nogonuia. O He ObLT JypeH co0oio. JIuIo ero Ob10 OBl Jake KPachBO, €ClIu Obl HE ero
yapyueHHbIl Buj. Ha miiie Obuto Takoe BbIpaskeHHe, Kak OyaTo BuI Mepu pasapaxat U OecriOKOUT
ero v Kak Oy/TO OH He 3HaJI, YTO C HElO JIeJIaTh.

— Te1 300poBa? — cripocu oH.

— Hla, — orBetwiia Mepu.

— 1 3a T00OO 37€Ch YXaXUBAIOT. .. XOPOIIO?

— Ja.

OH ¢ gocanou notep J00, orsapBas Mepu.

— Tel ouenb xyna! — ckaszai oH.

— 41 nonpasmock, — orBeTHIIa Mepu HATAHYTO.

Kaxkoii HecuacTHbIl BUI ObUT y Hero! Ero uepHsle 11a3a, Ka3ajaoch, BUJEIN BoBce He Mepu, a
YTO-TO JIPYroe, ¥ MBICIH €r0 He MOIJIA COCPEJOTOUNTHLCS Ha HEHl.

— I 3a6b11 PO TEOS1, — cKazas oH. — Kak 51 Mor 3a0biTh? f mymaut npucnath Tede TyBepHaHTKY,
WM HSHBKY, WM YTO-HUOYIb TaKOe, HO 51 3a0bLI.

— Iloxanyiicta, — Hauasia Mepu, — noxasnyiicra. .. — Ho kakoi-To KoM B ropJie nomemia eu.

— Y10 THI XOUeIIb CKa3aTh? — CIIPOCKIT OH.

—4... g cimmKoM BesTMKa, 9ToObl UMETh HSIHBKY, — cKa3aia Mepu. — M moxkany¥cra. .. moxa-
Jy#cTa, He TpUChUIaiiTe MHE I'YBEPHAHTKM !

OH cHOBa 1noTep JI00 PyKOIo ¥ MOCMOTpes Ha MepH.

— To xe camoe ckazana u muccrc Coyspou, — paccessHHO cKazaj OH.

Mepu crajia HEMHOTO CMelIee.

—3710... 310 MaTh MapThI? — MPOOOPMOTAJIA OHA.

— Jla, KaxeTcsl, Tak, — OTBETHII OH.

— OmHa 3Haer Bce... Ipo JeTeid, — cka3ana Mepu. — Y Hee X JIBEHAIaTh. .. OHA 3HAET.

OH, Ka3aJIoCh, MPHIIEI B ceOsl.

— Yro ThI XOUelIb e/IaTh?

— 51 xouy Urpath Ha OTKPBHITOM BO3/lyXe, — OTBETUIa Mepu, CTapasch, 9TOObI €€ TOI0C He APOo-
*aj. — B IHquu s HUKOrAa He ToOriIa 3Toro. A TyT... st ObIBAIO TOJIOHA OT STOTO. .. ¥ TIOMPABIIIOCH.

OH cmoTpen Ha Hee.

— Muccuc Coyspdu ckazaiia, 4to Tede 310 OyaeT Mojie3Ho. BTk MOkeT, — CKa3asl OH, — OHa
JAyMaer, 4To TeOe Ha/I0 OKPEIHYTh, MPpekae YeM y TeOs OyleT r'yBepHaHTKa.

— $1 cTaHOBIIOCH CHJTBHEE . .. KOT/IA UTPAI0 U U3 CTENH JyeT BeTep, — A0oKas3biBajia Mepu.

— I'ne e ThI urpaern?

— Besne, — mennyna Mepu. — Marb MapThl nipriciana MHe NpbITajiky... W s Geraio u misky,
KaK M3 3eMJIM TIOKa3bIBAIOTCS 3eJIeHbIe. .. $l HUKAKoro Bpea He JeNalo.

— Jla He myraiics Tak! — ckazan OH OeCrOKONHO. — Thl He MOKeEIllb CAeaTh HUKAKOTO Bpea. ..
THI elle peOeHOoK. .. MoXkellb JeaTh, 9To Tede YTOIHO.

Mepu rnoiHec1a pyKy K Iee, MoToMy 4To 00s1ach, YTO OH YBUAUT KOM, KOTOPBIN TMOACTYIHT
eil k ropiry. OHa MooIUIa HA OIUH IIAr MOOIMKE.

— MoxHO? — ¢ TpeneTom crpocuiia oHa. Ee MajieHbkoe BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIMIIO BBI3BIBATIO B HEM
ere Oostbliee pazapakeHue.
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— He niyraiics xe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — KOHEUHO, MOXKHO. §l TBOU ONIEKYH, XOTSI OYeHb IJIOXOM. . .
IJIsE BCsIKOro peOeHka. 1 He Mory ynenuTh Tebe HU BpeMeHH, HU BHUMaHUs. S CIMIIKOM OOJieH,
HECYaCTeH U paccesiH, HO 51 Xouy, 4ToObl Tebe ObUIO YIOOHO U XOopollIo. §l coBceM He 3Hal0, YTO HaJI0
JeTsM, HO MHccrc MeJiok 1mo3aboTutcs, 4ToObl y TeOs1 ObIIo Bce, YTo Hajmo. S mocnan 3a ToOou
ceromHs1, motomy uro muccuc CoyapOu ckasana, 9to s I0JKeH BuieTh TeOs1. Ee 1oub pacckasbiBasia
npo Teosl.

— Oma 3Haer Bce, UTO HaJIo JIETSIM, — HEeBOJILHO BBIPBAJIOCh y Mepu.

— OHa J0/TKHA 9TO 3HaTh... MHe MOKa3aJI0Ch CIUIIKOM CMEJIbIM, YTO OHA OCTAaHOBUJIA MEH,
HO OHa CKa3zaja, 4To... Muccuc KpaBeH Obuta oueHb 100pa K Hell. — EMy, ka3anoch, TpyaHO OBbLIO
MIPOU3HECTU MM TIOKOWHOW *keHbl. — OHa mopsaouHast keHImuHa. Tereph, Korga s BUKY TeOs, 5
MOHUMAIO, YTO OHA TOBOpHJIA OYeHb OiaropasymHo. Mrpail Ha CBEXeM BO3JIyXe CKOJBKO XOYelllb.
Mecra 371€Ch MHOTO, ¥ THI MOXKEIIIb XOMUTh Ky/Ia YTOTHO U 3a0aBIAThCs YeM yroaHo. He Hao i Tebe
4ero-HuOyIb? — CIIPOCHJI OH, KaK Oy/ITO 3Ta MBIC/Ib BHE3AITHO IMPHIILIA €My B ToJIoBy. — He xouerb
JI¥ THI UTPYIIEK, KHUT, KYKOJ?

— MOXHO MHE... MOXHO MHE TOJy4YHTh... KJIOYOK 3eMyii? — Mepu B CBOEM YBJICUCHUH HE
CO3HaBaJIa, KaK CTPAHHO JIOJKHBI ObLIM 3BYYaTh 3TH CJIOBA U YTO OHA XOTeJIa CKa3aTh BOBCE HE 3TO.
Mucrtep KpaBeH ObUT mopaskeH.

— 3ewmun! — MOBTOPUIT OH. — YUTO Tl XOUElIb CKa3aTh?

— YToObl MOCaANTh CeMeHa... YTOObl YTO-HUOYAb BHIPOCIIO... KUBOE, — 3alMHASCh, CKa3asa
Mepmu.

OH ¢ cekyH/1y MOCMOTpeJT Ha Hee U OBICTPO TIPOBEJT PYKOIO TIO TJIa3aM.

— PasBe ThI. .. Tak JOOUIIIB Calbl? — MEIJIGHHO CKa3aJl OH.

— 4 nmuero storo He 3Hana B Iuauu, — otBetriia Mepu. — 41 Bcerna Obi1a O0osibHAS U yCTauiasl. . .
W tam 6bUTO OUeHb kapko. 1 MHOrIA Jenasa rpAIKYA U3 MMecKa W BThIKaia B HUX 1BeThl. Ho 31ech
BCE TIO-JIPYTOMY ...

Mucrep KpaBeH BcTasn U MeJJIEHHO ITPOLIEJICS M0 KOMHATE.

— Knovok 3emiu, — ckasai oH, TOBOpsl cam ¢ coOoi, 1 Mepu Tojgymara, 4to OHa, BEpOSITHO,
BbI3BAJIa B HEM KaKue-TO BOCIIOMHUHaHMS. Korja oH OCTaHOBWIICS M 3arOBOPHJI C HEIO, €0 TEMHbIS
71a3a CMOTpEJU MsArde U qoopee. — MoxkeIb OMyYuTh 3eMJIM CKOJIBKO XO4Yelllb. .. Thl MHE HATIOMU-
HAEIITh. .. KOE-KOTO. .. KTO JIIOOWI 3eMJII0 U TO, YTO pacTeT Ha Held... Eciu yBUAMIIb KIIOUOK 3eMJIH,
KOTOPBIN TeOe TIOHPABUTCS, — JOOABWII OH C HEKOTOPBIM TOI0OMEM YIIBIOKH, — BO3BMU €r0, JUTS, U
clienai KUBbIM!

— MoxHO MHe OyIeT B3ATh. .. TJie YTOJHO. .. €CJIH TOJILKO OH HE HYyKeH?

— I'ne yronHo, — OTBETHII OH. — A Ternepb Noau. .. S ycrai.

OH JOTpOHYJICS 1O 3BOHKA, YTOOBI MO3BaTh MHUCCUC MeJIOoK.

— Ilpornait, 1 ye3xaio Ha BCe JIETO.

Muccuc Memiok sBUIach Tak CKOpo, 4To Mepu nmogymalia, 4to OHa, BEpOSITHO, k/1ajla B KOpH-
Jope.

— Muccuc Meniok, — obparuiics K Heil muctep KpaseH, — Terneps, Koraa s Bujien peOeHka, s
TIOHSLJT, UTO XOTesa cka3arh Muccuc Coyapou. OHa NOKHA OKPEIHYTh, TIPEK/Ie YeM HAUHET YUUThCS.
Kopmute ee mpocroii 310poBOI MHUIIEl; mycTh OeraeT Ha cBoOoze B caay. He mpucmarpusaiite 3a
HEIO CIIMIIIKOM MHOT0; el Hy)KHa CBOOOJIa, CBeKUI BO3ayX, OerotHsA. Muccrc CoyspOu MOXeT Koe-
KOTJIa HaBeIIaTh ee... U OHa MOXET KOraa-HUOY/Ib MOMTH B KOTTEIK.

VYV muccuc Memiok ObIT OYeHb JOBOJIBHBIN BUJI;, OHA C OOJIErYeHreM YCIIBIIaia, 9YTo el He
HaJI0 OygeT MHOTO TpucMaTpuBarh 32 Mepu. OHa cuMTaia 3TO TATOCTHOW OOS3aHHOCTHIO U MPEK/Ie
oOpariajia Ha Hee MaJio BHUMaHus. Kpome Toro, oHa o4eHb JiioOwmia MaTh MapThl.

— Bbnaropmapio Bac, cap, — ckazana oHa. — Cio3anHa Coy’pOu ymHas v 100pasi KEeHIMHA. . .
V Hee JIBEHAIaTh YEJIOBEK JIETel, U HET JIydllie U 3710poBee ux. Mucc Mepu HU4YeMy JAypHOMY Y
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HUX He HayuuTcs. Cro3anHa CoyapOu, YTO HA3BIBAETCS], XKEHIIMHA CO 3[PaBbIM YMOM, €CJIU Bbl MEHS
TIOHSUTH. . .

— 41 monsan, — orsermit mucrep KpaseH. — A tenepb yBeaute mucc Mepu U NIPULLUIATE MHE
[Tnuepa.

Korga muccuc Meniok ocraBuiia Mepu oiHy B KOHIIE KOpraopa, Mepu myctiiach 6exarb K
cebe B KoMHary. Tam xmana ee Mapra.

— YV mens Oyzer cBoii caj! — kpukHysia Mepu. — On Oyzer, riae mHe yrogHo! ['yBepHaHTKY MHE
HE MPUIILTIOT erlie Aoaro-a0aro! TBosi MaTh pUIeT HABECTUTh MEHsI, 1 MHE MOKHO OyJIeT moexarhb K
BaM B KoTTe/1K. OH TOBOPUT, UTO Takasi MaJieHbKasl €BOUKa, KaK s1, He MOXKET ClIeJIaTh caly HUKaKoro
Bpelia U sl MOTY JieJiaTh, YTO MHE YTOIHO, Iie Obl TO HU ObUIO!

— D710 OBUIO OYEHb XOPOIIIO C €r0 CTOPOHBI, — Becelo ckazasia Mapra.

— Mapra, — cepbe3Ho cka3asia MepH, — OH Ha CaMOM JieJie OUY€Hb XOPOIINIA; TOJIBKO JIULO Y HETO
TaKoe KaJIKOe U JI0O BeCh CMOPIIICHHBI . . .

Mepu 6erom myctiiiach B cajl. OHa 3Haja, 4To mpoObUIa JoMa J0JbIIIe, YeM pacCUMThIBasa, 1
410 [IMKOHY MPHUIETCS] YUTH PaHo, YTOOBI YCIIETh MPONTH MSTh MUJIb. [IpOCKONB3HYB B KQJIUTKY IO/
TUTIONIOM, OHa YBHJEJa, uTo JJMKOHa He ObLIO TaM, Iie OH Mpesk/ie padoTal, U CaIoBble MHCTPYMEHTHI
nexanu o aepesoM. OHa noadesxasa K AepeBy, ONIsIbIBasICh KPyroM, HO JIMkoHa He ObLJIO BUIHO.
TauHCTBEHHBIN caj] ObLT MyCT; TOJIBKO MAJIMHOBKA CHJIEIa Ha PO30BOM KycTe U creuiia 3a Mepu.

— Ero Her! — nmevanbHO cka3asa oHa. — Heysxenu oH ObUT TOJBKO. .. JIECHOMU 1yX?

Bsrisin ee Bapyr ynai Ha 4To-To Oesioe, MPUKPEIUIEeHHOE K PO30BOMY KYCTY. DTO ObLT MaJieHb-
KM KJIOYOK OyMard, OTOpPBaHHBII OT MUChbMa, KOTOPOE OHA cama OTIpaBwia [{MKOHY OT MMEHH
Maprtsl. OHa noHs1a, 9T 310 JIMKOH MpuK perwi ero. Ha kouke Oymaru ObUTO HEUTO BpOJIe PUCYHKA,
TO/T KOTOPBIM OBUTH KOPSIBO «HAreYaTaHHble» OyKBBI. MepHu cHavyajla HU4ero He Morjia pa3oOparh,
MOTOM YBHJIeJIa, YTO PUCYHOK M300paxkaj THe3[I0 C CHJEBIIel B HEM NTUlleld. A OyKBbI BHU3Y IJia-
CWIH: «$1 OnATh MPULY».

Mepu B3s1a pUCYHOK JIOMOM U 32 Y)KMHOM TOKa3ajia ero Mapre.

— O, s 1 He 3HaJIa, 4TO Hall [IMKOH TakoW UCKYCHUK! — C TOpIOCThIO CKa3zajia Mapra.

Mepwu noHsa, 4To UMEHHO JIMKOH XOTes cKa3aTh 3ToM 3anuckoil. OH XOTesl YyBEpUTh €€, UTO
OyzmeT xpaHuTh ee TaiiHy. Ee cag — 310 ObLIO THE370, a oHa cama nrtunia! Kak eil HpaBwics 3ToT
CTPaHHBIN JIEPEBEHCKUI MaJTbUUK !
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I'nmasa XIII

Mepu Hazesiach, uyTo JIMKOH MpUAET 3aBTpa, U C ITOU MBICIIBIO YCHYJIA B OKUJAHUU yTpa.

Ho B Mopkiipe morozia oueHb nepeMeHdrBa, 0co6eHHO BecHoit. Houbio Mepu pa3oymm mym
AOKOA, KPYITHBIC TAXKEIbIC KallJIM CTy4YaJI IO OKOHHBIM CTEKJIAM. I[O)KIIL JINJI JINBMA, U BETEP 3aBbI-
BaJI CHapyH M BO BCeX TpyOax rpoMagHOro craporo goMa. Mepu ceia B MOCTeNH, HeJIOBOJIbHAS U
cepauTasi.

«ITOT JOXOb TeMepb TOYHO HA3JI0, — MOAyMajia OHA. — DTO BCE MOTOMY, YTO MHE HE HAJIO
OOXOA. .. »

Mepwu cHOBa Jieria, yTKHYBIIUCH JIAIIOM B MOAYIIKy. OHa He Ijlakajia, HO He MOIJIa YCHYTb.
O, Kak BBUT BeTep U KaK OOJIbIIINE KAIIN 0K/ CTy4aau B okHa! «Kak OyaTo KTo-To 3a0myauics B
CTENH, UIIET JOPOTU U IUIAYET», — OAYMAJIA OHA.

Mepwu okoJ10 yacy Jexana, Bopodyasich ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK, Kak BAPYT YTO-TO 3aCTABUJIO €€ CECTh Ha
MO-CTEJIM MU MOBEPHYTH I'OJIOBY K ABEPU; OHA TPUCITYIIUBAJIACD. .. U ITPUCITYIINBAJIACH.

— Ternepb 3TO YK He BeTep, — CKazajia OHa TPOMKUM IIETIOTOM. — DTO He BeTep, a UTO-TO APYToe.
ITO 1U1a4, KOTOPBI § CiblIIAJIa MPEXIE.

JIBepb ee KOMHATHI OblJIa OTBOPEHA HACTEKb, U 3BYK PA3HOCHIICS IO KOPUAOPY — ClIaObIi OTHA-
JIEHHBIH 3BYK KallpU3HOTIO Iu1adya. Mepu MpUciIylMBaiach elie HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, U C KaK/10i MUHY-
TOH yBEPEHHOCTH ee Bce Bo3pactayia. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJA, UYTO JOIKHA Y3HATD, B UeM JeJ10. DTO ObUIO
eme Oojiee CTpaHHO, YeM TAaMHCTBEHHBIN CaJ| M 3apbIThiid K04, OHa OIMyCTHJIa HOTU C KPOBaTH U
CTaJsia Ha TOJI.

— 4 y3Haw, B 4eM Jzeno, — ckazasia Mepu. — Teniepb Bce cisT, a 10 MUCCUC MeIJIOK MHE HET
HUKAaKOro jiena!

Bosste ee moctenu crosiyia cBeva; OHa B3sjla €€ M TUXO BBIIIUIA U3 KOMHATh. Kopuaop kazascs
O4YEHb NJIMHHBIM U TEMHBIM, HO OHA 6bIJIa CJIMIIIKOM B3BOJIHOBAHA, ‘ITO6I)I O6paTI/ITI) Ha OTO BHHUMa-
Hue. OHa OblIa yBepeHa, YTo 3HAeT, Iie UMEHHO HAJIO MIOBEPHYTh, YTOOBI HAUTH KOPOTKUI KOPUIOP C
3aBelIeHHON KOBPOM JIBEPBIO — TOM CaMOM, M3 KOTOPO# BhIlIa MUccuc Meuiok, koraa Mepu 3a0iy-
auiack. 3BYKHU UM U3 TOro Kopuaopa. OHa 1uia Brepes ¢ TYCKJIO TOpeBIIied CBEUOM, MOUTH OIIIy-
TBIO0, U CepIIe ee OMIIOCh TaK TPOMKO, UTO €l Ka3aJloCh, OHA CIIBIIUT ero OueHve. Cinadbiii OTaaeH-
HBIA 3BYK IlJIa4a BCC CIIC CIbIIAJICA, U Mepl/l [1a Ha 9TOT 3BYK. I/IHOF,Ha OH 3aTuxall, II0TOM OIIATH
cpimaics! Iie et Hamo 6puTO0 MOBepHYTH? OHA ocTaHOBMIIACh, cooOpakas. O, [a, 9TO 31ech; HaJ0
IIPOITH I10 STOMY KOPUIOPY, TOBEPHYTH OMATh HAJIEBO, MOAHSTHCS HA [JBE IMPOKHE CTYIIEHHU, [IOTOM
MOBEepHYTh HaJIeBo. [la, BOT U iBepb, 3aBelIeHHas: KOBpOM !

Mepwu THX0 OTBOPHIIA €€ 1 3aTBOPHIIA 32 COOOIT; OUYTUBIIMCH B ITTMHHOM KOPHIOpE, OHA COBEP-
IIIEHHO SICHO YCJIBIIIIAJIA I1J1a4, XOTsI OH ObLT HerpoMKHiA. OH CIIBIIIIAJICS 32 CTEHOIO, CJIeBa, U B HECKOJThb-
kux yTax or Mepu BUAHENACh BEph. Mepy MOIia BUIETh MOJIOCKY cBeTa BHU3Y. KTo-To makai B
3TOM KOMHATE, U 3TOT «KTO-TO» ObLJI MAJICHBKU.

Omna nofionuia K JBEpH M TOJNKHYJIA €€; IBepb OTBOPUJIACH, M OHA OUYTWJIACh B KOMHATE. DTO
ObL1a OOJIbINIAst KOMHATA C KPACUBOW CTAPUHHOW MeOeIbIo.

B kammuHe TYCKJIO T/JIeJl OTOHb; BO3JIe KPOBATH C MAapYOBBIM OaJIIAXMHOM TOpell HOUHUK, a Ha
KPOBATH JIeKaJI MATbYUK W KAITPU3HO TUIAKAaJL.

VYV Manpurka ObUTO XyJOe HEeKHOE JIMIO 1BEeTa CJIOHOBOW KOCTH; IJla3a ero, Ka3aJloch, ObUIH
CJIMIIIKOM BEJIMKU OJId TaKOro Juna. Y Hero 6])UII/I T'YCTBIE BOJIOCHI, TAXKEJIBIMU MPAJAMUA ITaJaBIINC
eMy Ha JI00, OTYero ero JIMIO Ka3aaoch eie MeHbie. OH BBINIs e OOTBHBIM; HO TJIAKaJl OH CKOpee
OT pa3apaxeHusi, 9YeM OT OOJIH.

Mepu crosiia Bo3Jie IBEpU CO CBEYOU B pyKax, 3aTauB JibixaHue. [IoToM OHa OCTOPOXKHO JIBU-
HYJIach BIIEpe/l, ¥, KOTJia OHa MOJOIIIIA MOOIMKe, CBET MPUBJICK BHUMaHUe Maibuuka. OH MOBEpHYIT
TOJIOBY Ha MOJYIIIKE U YCTaBWICS Ha Mepu, IpyudeM I71a3a ero MMpoKO PACKPbUIUCh.
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— K0 TBI? — CKa3aJ1 OH, HAKOHEll, UCITyTaHHBIM 1IETIOTOM. — Thl IpU3pak?

— Her, — orBetnsia Mepu Toke UCITyraHHBIM LIETIOTOM, — & ThI... IPU3PaK?

OH Bce misAaen U Iisiien Ha Hee. Mepu He MOIJIa He 3aMETUTh €ro CTPaHHBIX I71a3. OHM ObLIH
araTtoBO-Cepble M Ka3aJIMCh CIMIIKOM OOJBIIMMU ISl €0 JIMIA, TIOTOMY 4TO OBUIM OTTEHEHBI Yep-
HBIMHU PECHULIAMM.

— Her, He npuspak, — OTBETUJI OH, MTOJOKAAB CEKyHy. — S KonuH.

— K0 Takoit Komma? — aposka, cripocuia oHa.

— 1 — Komuu KpaBeH. A Tbl KTO?

— 4 — Mepu Jlennokc. Mucrep Kpasen — moit isijisi.

— OH Mo11 oTell, — CKa3aJl MAJIbYUK.

— Tsoi1 orenr! — axnyna Mepu. — MHe HUKTO He TOBOPHJI, UTO Y HETO €CTh MaJIbuuK. .. [louemy
310?

— Ilonu cronga! — ckasasn oH, He CBOJISI C HEE CBOMX CTPaHHBIX TPEBOKHBIX IJ1a3.

Omna nogo1ia K nocTeyiv, ¥ OH NPOTSHYJ PyKy U TPOHYII €€.

— Twl Benp HacTosImIAsA? — COPOCHIT OH. — Y MEHS 4acTo ObIBAIOT TaKMe HACTOSIINE CHBI. BBITh
MOXET, ! Thl TAKOU COH.

Korna Mepu BbIxoauia U3 CBOE KOMHAThl, OHA Hajlesia TeIUIblid MIEPCTSHOW KaroT U Terepb
CyHyJIa €My B PyKy IOJIy Karora.

—Iorporaii-ka. .. Buauiib, kakas Toicras u Terias MaTepusi, — Ckazasa OHa. — A eCJIi XO4ellb,
s1 TeOs1 HEMHOKKO YIIIUITHY, YTOOBI [TOKa3aTh TeOe, Kakas 51 HacTosiasi. MHe Ha MUHYTKY TIOKa3aJIoCh,
YTO ThI TOXKE, MOKAITYH, COH. ..

— OTKypga Thl IpUILIa? — CIPOCUI OH.

— W3 cBoeil koMHarthbl... Betep Tak BbUI, YTO 1 HE MOIJIAa YCHYTh; §1 YCHBIIIAIA, YTO KTO-TO
IU1a4€T, U MHE 3aX0TeJIOCh y3HaTh, KTO 3TO. .. [louemMy TbI miakain?

— [lotomy 4TO 51 TOXE HE MOT YCHYTh M y MeHsI 3a0osena rojoBa... Ckaxu MHE OMsTb, Kak
TeOsT 30BYT.

— Mepu JlenHokc. Pa3Be Tebe HUKTO HEe TOBOPHUI, UTO s IIpHUexaa clofa KuTh?

OH Bce eme nepedupan MajbllaMy CKJIAAKY ee KaloTa W, OYEeBHIHO, HAUMHAJ YKe OOJblie
BEPUTH B TO, YTO OHA HACTOALIAS.

— Her, Hukto. OHM HE CMEIOT, — OTBETUJI OH.

— INouemy? — cripocuia Mepu.

— INotomy uTo 51 GosICs OBbI, UTO THI MEHs YBUAMIIL. §1 HE X04uy, YTOOBI JIOAM MEHS BUIAIN
Y TOBOPUJIM 000 MHE.

— Ilouemy? — cHOBa cripocuiia Mepu, U3yMJIeHUE KOTOPOM BO3pacTallo Kak/1yl0 MUHYTY.

—IToromy uTO 51 Bcerga Takoi. . . OONBbHOM U MHE BCer/ia Haflo Jieskath. Mo OTel] TOke He XOUeT,
4100 JMI0AM ToBOpMiIM 000 MHe. CiyraM He MO3BOJISIIOT TOBOPUTH MPO MeHsl... Eciu 51 Oyny xuB, s,
noxainyu, Oymy ropoarsiii... Tonbko 51 He Oyny xuB. OTter; GOUTCS W TIOAYMaTh, UTO s OyIy Takoi,
KaK OH...

— Kakoii 310 cTpansslil joM! — ckazasia Mepu. — Takoil cTpaHHBIN. .. BCIOAY TaiiHbl! 3aneprbie
KOMHATHI. .. 3arepThie Cajpl... ¥ TH... A TeOs TOXe 3arupaioT?

— Her. [ Bceraa B 3Toi KOMHate, MOTOMY YTO HE XOUY, YTOObI MEHST YHOCHJIH OTCIOZIA; 9TO MEHS
CJIMILIKOM YTOMJISIET.

— A TBO# oTel] MPUXOIUT K Tede? — ocMeTnIach CIIpOCUThL MepH.

— Mnorna, 06eryHO Koraa s crumo. OH He XO4YeT MeHsI BUIIETh.

— Iouemy? — He ynepxkanach Mepu.

o nuiy Manbumka mpodekana MUMOJIETHAs TEHb THEBA.

— Mos MmaTh ymepra, Korja st pOAMIICS, ¥ OTIly OOJIBHO cMOTpeTh Ha MeHs. OH Aymaer, 4to s
HE 3HAI0; HO § CJIBILIAJ, KaK JIIOAU FOBOPAT. .. OH MOYTU HEHABUIUT MEHS. . .
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— OH HEeHaBUAUT Caj, MOTOMY UYTO OHA yMmepJa, — cKa3aja Mepu, TOUHO oOpamasch K caMoi
ceoe.

— Kakoii can? — cipocuit MaJIbUuK.

— O, mpocTo caf. .. KOTOPBIN OHa JTI0OMIa, — TPOOOPMOTAaJIa OHA. — A ThI BCeT/ja 37eCh KUBEIIIb?

—IMourn Becerna. MiHora Mens 6epyT Kyna-HUOYIb Ha MOPCKOW Oeper, HO 51 He XOUY OCTaBaThCs
TaM, MOTOMY YTO BCE JIOAM CMOTPST Ha MeHs. S Tpekae HOCHII JKeJIe3HYIO IITYKY, YTOOBl y MEHs
crMHa ObL1a mpsiMasi, HO KO MHE Tpuexajl BaXHBIH JOKTOp U3 JIOH/IOHA M CKa3ajl, 4YTo 3TO IIYIIO.
OH BeJiel CHATb €e C MEeHS U JIepXkaTh MEHsI Ha CBEXeM Bo3ayxe. Sl HeHaBUKy CBEKUU BO3IYX... U
TepreTh He MOTY BBIXOIUTb.

— 51 Toxe He mMOOWITA, KOTIa Mpuexaa crojia, — ckazaia Mepu. — [loueMy Thl BCe CMOTpHIIIb
Ha MeHs?

— Ilotomy, 4TO CHBI TakHe... HACTOSIIME, — Pa3IpakeHHO OTBETWJ OH. — MHoraa, korjma s
OTKPBIBAIO 171233, 51 TOKE HE BEPIO, UTO 1 HE CILIIO.

— Mb1 00a He cniuM, — ckazana Mepu. OHa OKHMHYJIA B3[JISAOM KOMHATY C BBICOKMM TOTOJIKOM,
C TTyOOKUMU TEHSIMH B YIJIaX M TYCKJIBIM CBETOM KaMHHA. — DTO TIOXOXKe Ha COH. .. U Tereph HOUb. ..
Y BCE CISAT, KPOME Hac. A Mbl HE CITUM.

— 4] OB1 He xoTed, YTo0 3TO OB COH, — OECIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl MAJIbUMK.

Mepu BOpyr BCIOMHHUJIA YTO-TO.

— Ecim Th1 He moOutiib, 9ToObI JII0AW TeOs BUICU, — Hayajla OHa, — TO XOJelllb, YT00 s ymuia?

OH Bce aepkail B pyKe CKJIaJIKy ee KaroTa U cjlerka MoTsHy ee.

— Her, — ckazan on. — Eciu THI yiinenis, s Oyny yBepeH, uTo Thl OblTa... coH. Ecim Thl HacTo-
sImas, CsAAb BOH Ha TOT OOJIBIION TaOypeT M pacCKaku MHe Mpo cedst. S xody mociymars.

Mepu noctaBuiIa CBe4y Ha CTOJ BO3JIe TIOCTEIH U cesla Ha MArkuil Tabypet. Eit BoBce He xoTe-
JI0Ch YXOmuUTh. Eif X0Te0Ch MOOBITh B 9TOM TAMHCTBEHHOW OT/IAJICHHOM KOMHATE U Pa3roBapuBaTh C
TAMHCTBEHHBIM MAJTBUYMKOM.

— Yo pacckazarb Tebe? — CIIpocuIIa OHa.

OH xoTen 3HaTh, CKOJIBKO BpEMEHH OHa kuia B MuccenbrysnTe-MaHope; B KAKOM KOPUAOpe
OblIa ee KOMHATa; YTO OHA JieJiajia; HpaBWIaCh JIM €l CTeNb WM He HpaBUJIACh, KaK eMy; IJie OHa
KA, TIpex/e ueM npuexana B Mopkimmp. OHa oTBeyana Ha BCe STH BOIIPOCH M HA MHOTHE JIPYTHe,
a OH JIe’aJl Ha mofyuikax u ciaymai. OH 3acTaBuil ee pacckaszaTbh eMy npo VHauio, mpo cBoe myTe-
1mecTBre Mo okeany. OHa MOHsIA, YTO OH HE 3HAJ TOTO, YTO 3HAJM JIPyrve JEeTH, IOTOMY YTO ObLT
6ompHOM. OJHA U3 €r0o HSHEK Hay4usia ero YMTaTh, KOrjJa OH ObLT MaJICHbKUIA, M OH BCETIa YUTAN U
paccmMarpuBall KAPTUHKY B POCKOIITHBIX KHUKKAX.

XO0Ts OTel ero peiko MPUXOIUII K HEMY, KOTJla OH He CIaJl, BCE JKe eMy JJaBaJli BCIKUE YAUBU-
TeJIbHbIE UTPYIIKH, YeM 1o3a0aBuThesi. Ho eMy, oueBrIHO, HUKOrIA He OblIo Becesno. OH MOT UMeTh
BCe, 4TO Obl OH HU MOTIPOCHJT, ¥ €70 HUKOTJa He 3aCTaBJISUIH IeNaTh TO, Yer0 eMy He XOTeJIOCh JIeIaTh.

— Besikuii nonmkeH enath T0, 4YTO MHE YTOIHO, — PABHOMYIITHO CKa3asl oH. — Korna s cepikych,
s 3a0oneBato. HUKTO He aymaer, uto s1 Oy/Ly *KUTb M BHIPACTY OOJIBIION.

OH cKka3zas 3T0 TaK XJATHOKPOBHO, KakK OYy/ITO yKe JIaBHO MPUBBIK K 3TOW MBICIHM U 3TO €ro
HUYYTh HE MHTepecoBasio. EMy, Ka3zanock, oueHb HpaBWICS 3BYK rojgoca Mepw, 1 OH Kak Obl B Ape-
MOTE CJIyIlaj, YTO OHa roBopuiia. Pa3a iBa eil mpuiilia B rojioBy MbIC/Ib, HE 3acklniaeT v oH. Ho oH
BJPYT 3a/1aJ1 BOPOC.

— CkonbKo Tebe J1eT? — CIpOCHJT OH.

— MHe necsitb JeT, u Tebe Toxke, — oTBeTHIa MepH, Ha MHT 3a0bIB OCTOPOKHOCTD.

— A Tbl OTKy/Z1a 3TO 3Haelllb? — CIPOCUJI OH Y/IMBJIEHHO.

— Iloromy uTO KOr/Ia Thl POIMIICS, 3aMepIv KAIUTKY CaJia M 3apbUlM KJTIOY. .. A caj 3anepT yxe
JECATD JIET.

KomnuH cen B nocrenu, onvpasch Ha JIOKTH, U MTOBEPHYJICS K HEW.
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— Kaky1o kanutky 3anepiu? Ko ato caenan? I'ie oHM 3apbliin KJII04? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, BAPYT
3aMHTEPECOBABIIHCh.

— DT0... TOT caj, KOoTophlid Muctep KpaBeH He molOuT, — BO30ykIEHHO cKa3zaia MepH, — OH
BeJIeJT 3arepeTh €ro, U HUKTO He 3HAJ, TJIe OH 3apbLT KJTIOY.

— Yro 370 32 can? — kagHO JoNbIThIBAICS KomuH.

— Tyna nensIx AecsaThb JIeT HUKTO He XOAWJI, — ObLJT OCTOPOKHBIN OTBET.

Ho octopoXxHOCTh SIBUTACh CIMIIKOM MO3AHO. KoMuH ObLT CIMIIKOM MOXOXK Ha Mepu; emy
TOXE HeYero ObUIO JeIaTh U HE O YeM ObUIO JyMaTh, M MBIC/Ib O TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajie Ka3ajaach eMy
MIPUBJIEKATEJILHOM TaK ke, Kak U eil. OH 3a1aBasi oquH Boripoc 3a Apyrum. ['ne srtor can? Wckana au
OHa Korga-HuOyap kKamutKy? CripammmBaia jiu oHa Korga-HUOyIb CaJOBHUKOB?

— OHHM He XOTST TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, — cKazasia Mepu. — 4 1ymaio, 4To UM MpUKa3aau He OTBe-
YaTh Ha BOMPOCHL.

— A s Obl ux 3actaBun!

— Pa3Be ThI MOT OBI? — HEMHOTO UCITyTaHHO CIIpocuiia Mepu.

Ecnu oH Mor 3acTaBUTh JTOJEW OTBEYaTh HA BOMPOCHI, KTO 3HAET, YTO MOIJIO ObI CITyYMThCS !

— MHe OKHBI YTOXIaTh BCe; 51 TeOe yk ckaszai 31o! Eciu Obl 1 MOT OCTaThCsl B JKMBBIX, BCE
9TO KOrAa-HUOYIb MPUHAIIEKAI0 Obl MHE. S OBl MX 3aCTaBWJI paccKa3aThb.

Mepu He 3Haa, YTO OHA U cama Obula M30aT0BaHa, HO SICHO MOHMMAJIA, YTO STOT TAMHCTBEH-
HBI MaJlbuuK n30anoBaH. OH Bepul, YTO BeCh MUP MpUHAIEKUT eMy! Kakoil 310 ObUT CTpaHHBIH
MaJTBUMK M KaK CIIOKOWHO OH TOBOPHJI O TOM, UTO He Oy/IeT KUTb!

— Tw1 mymaerb, uto He Oyzenb KUTh? — cripocuia Mepu, OT4acTy U3 JOOOIBITCTBA, OTYACTH
U3 KeJIaHus 3aCTaBUTh €ro 3a0bITh MPO Ca/l.

— 4 nymato, uTo He Oy/y, — OTBETHJI OH TaK e PAaBHOLYIIIHO, KaK M MPEskK/ie TOBOPUII 00 STOM. —
C T1ex mop Kak s ceOsi MOMHIO, s CJIBIIIAN, KaK JIOAW TOBOPHJIM, UTO s He Oymy kuth. [Ipexae oHu
AyMaJId, 4TO 5 CJIMIIKOM MaJl, YTOOBI IIOHUMATh 3TO, & TeTeph OHU JYMAIOT, UTO 51 HE CJIBIIY. .. HO 5
cabiry. Mo¥ JOKTOp — IBOIOPOZIHBIN OpaT MOEro OTa; OH Oe/IHBIH. .. U €CJIH s yMpy, Y Hero Oyner
Bech MUCCENIBbTY?MT. .. KOrjJja OTel] MOH Toxke yMpeT. S mymato, eMmy Obl He XOTEJIOCh, UTOO ST JKHII. . .

— A TBI XOTeJ OB KUTH? — OCBEIOMUIIACh Mepu.

— Her, — oTBeTHI OH cepauTo u ycraiio, — HO 51 He xouy ymupatb. Korna st 6omeH, s 1exy 31ech
U lyMaio 00 3TOM. .. 5 BCE TuIauy | IUiavy.

— 41 Tpu paza criblana, Kak Thl TUIAKaJl, HO He 3Hala, KTO 3T0, — cKazajia Mepu. — 3HaYuT, ThI
00 s1oM IU1akai? — Efl oueHpb XoTesioch, 4TOOBI OH 3a0bUT O CajIe.

— 4 nymaio, — otBeTHII OH. — [laBail roOBOPUTH O UeM-HUOYIb Ipyrom. Pacckasku mpo 3ToT ca. ..
Tebe xoTenoch Obl ero BUIAETH?

— [a, — orBetnia Mepu Tuxo.

— MHe xotenoch Obl, — HACTOWYMBO MPOJOJIKAT OH. — MHe, Ka)eTcsi, HUKOI/Ia He XOTelI0Ch
BUJIETh YTO-HUOYb. .. HO MHE XOUETCsI BUIIETh TOT cal. 5l Xouy, 4TOOBI BBIPBLIU KJTIOY, S XOUY, YTOObI
OTHEpM KaIUTKY. S mpuKaxy, 4yToObl MEHsS TyJa OTHECIU B Kpeclne... Be[b 9TO 3HAYUT OBbITh Ha
CBEKEM BO3/yXe... S 3acTaBilio X OTHEPETh KAJIUTKY!

OH ObLT B3BOJIHOBAH, M €ro CTpaHHbIe IJ1a3a OJiecTeNt, Kak 3Be3/1bl, M Ka3aJIHCh ellle OOJbIIe.

— Bce oHuM JOMKHBI yrOXKIaTh MHE, — IIPOAOJIKAJ OH. — $1 3aCTaBITio MX B3SITh MEHS Ty/a U Tebe
TOXE MO3BOJIIO IPUITH. . .

Mepu kpenko cxana pyku. Bee Oyner ucnopyeno — Bce! JIMKOH HUKoOrAa OOJblle He TPHUIET,
Y OHa yX He OyJeT HUKOTrJa YyBCTBOBATh ceOs Kak MTHUIIA B O€30MaCHOM, CKPBHITOM THE3JIE.

— O, He HaJo. .. He HaJI0 ITOTO JieNlaTh! — KPUKHYJIA OHA.

OH Tak ycTaBWICS Ha Hee, Kak Oy/ATO JiyMaJl, 4TO OHa COIILIa C yMa.

— ITouemy?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — Belb ThI CKa3asa, uTo xoTtesna Obl BUIETh caj!

— 4 Xxouy, — ckazayia OHa MOYTH C PIIAHUEM, — HO €CJIM Thl 3aCTABUIIIb UX OTIEPETh KATUTKY
Y B3Th TeOs Ty/a, TO 3TO yxke Oofbliie He OyaeT TailHO¥ !
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OH HaKJIOHWJICS BIIEpe/l.

— Taiina! — cka3ai oH. — Uro 310 3HaunT? CKaxu MHe!

— Buguiiis. . . BUIUING JTU, — Hadaia Mepu, TsoKesIo JIBINIA W MyTasCh, — €CIM HUKTO He 3HAeT, a
TOJILKO MBI. .. €CJTA Obl TaM ObUIa KAJIUTKA. . . 3aKPHITasI TUTIOIIOM. . . €CJTM Obl TaM ObUIA. .. ¥ MOTJIH ObI
€€ HAMTH. .. 1 Mbl MOIJIA Obl IPOOPATHCS TY/IA. .. BMECTE. .. U 3aTBOPUTH KAJTUTKY. .. K HUKTO HE 3HAJI
OBI. .. YTO TaM KTO-HUOY/Ib €CTh... MBI Obl HT'PAJIH. .. OYATO 3TO HAIIl CaJ], U Mbl CAMHU TITHIIBL, & CaJI —
HAIIIe THE3/1O0. .. MBI UTPaJTU ObI TaM KA bl ICHb, U KOTIAJIH Obl, M Ca)KaJIkd CEMEHaA, ¥ BCE OKMUJIO OBl. . .

— A pasBe TaM Bce MepTBO? — TiepeOuIT OH ee.

— Ckopo Oyrier... ecii HUKTO He OyJeT MpUcMaTpuBaTh, — MpoAokaia oHa. — [{BeTounbie
JTYKOBHIIBI )KUBBI, HO PO3HI. ..

OH cHOBa TiepeOuT ee, TaKOW ke B3BOTHOBAHHBIN, KaK U OHA cama.

— YT0 TaKkoe JYKOBHIIbI? — OBICTPO CKa3aJl OH.

—9T0... TUINK U TTOACHEKHUKU. .. OHU HAYMHAIOT OKUBATh IO 3€MJIEH. .. ¥ U3 HUX BBIXOOAT
3eJICHbIE OCTPHSI. .. IOTOMY UTO BeCHa UeT.

— Becna uzer? — noroput oH. — Kakast ona? Korma OsiBaeris 0ojieH, TO B KOMHATaX BOBCE
HE BU/IUIIL BECHBI.

—IT0 KOra COHIIE CBETHUT ITOCIIE TOK. . . ¥ JI0K/Ib BBIIAJAET IOC/IE COIHIIA. .. M BCE TIHETCS
BBEPX M 0XKMBaeT 1moj 3emiieil. .. Ecium Obl can ocrasncs Hareil TalHOM M Mbl MOTJTA OBl XOIUTH TYAA U
CMOTpPETh, KaK BCE PacTeT M CKOJIbKO TaM PO3... BUaMIIb JH. .. BeIb ObUIO OBl ropasio Jydille, eciiu
ObI Bce 3TO ObUIa TaiiHa?

OH cHOBa yTiaT Ha MOAYIIKY U JieXkKaJl HEMOJIBMKHO CO CTPAaHHBIM BhIPAKEHUEM Ha JIUIIE.

— ¥ MeHst HUKOrJa He ObLIO TalHbI, — CKa3aJl OH, — KPOME TOM, UTO 51 He Oy/y )KUB U HE BHIPACTY
6oipioii. OHK He 3HAIOT, YTO S 3HAID 00 9TOM, 3HAYMT, ITO TakHa... Ho 3Ta TailHa MHE HpaBUTCS
OO0JIbIIIE.

— Ecimu ThI He 3acTaBuIb UX B3ATh TeOs B 3TOT call, — yoexaana MepH, — TO, MOXET ObITb. . .
s TIOYTH yBEPEHa, 4TO KOrjaa-HUOyIb y3HaW, Kak Tyaa 3a0parbcs. A TIOTOM... €CIM JOKTOP BEJIHT
BBIHECTH TeOsI B KpPeCJie. .. ¥ €CJIM Thl BCET/Ia MOXEIlTb AeJIaTh YTO 3aX0Yelllb, TO MbI. .. MOXKET ObITb. . .
Haut Obl KAKOrO-HUOYIb MAJIBUMKA, KOTOPHIMA OBl BE3 TBOE KPECIIO. .. MbI MOILIHA Obl B CaJ... OIHH,
1 9TO OBLJIO OBl BCeraa TaAHOM.

— 310 OBUIO OBI XOPOINO, — CKAa3aJl OH MeJJICHHO, MEUTATEJILHO IS Tpe coO0oi. — S Obl
MIPUMUPHJICS CO CBEXKUM BO3IYXOM. .. B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajly.

— 41 TeGe pacckaxy... Kak, O-MOEMY, TaM BHYTpH... €CJIi Obl MOIVIM TyJa BOUTH... OH ObLT
3arepT Tak JOJIr0, YTO BCE TaM MEepenyTaioch. ..

KonuH neskalt CriokoiHO U cymiai, Kak Mepr pacckasbiBasia PO BBIOITHECs PO30BbIE KYCTHI,
KOTOPBIE TETUISIINACH 32 IEPEBbs, IIPO MTHUII, KOTOPbIE, BEPOSTHO, CBUJIM TaM THE3/a, IOTOMY UTO OBbLIIO
6e3omacHo. [ToroM oHa pacckasaia eMy IMpo MaJMHOBKY U po craporo beHa. Pacckas mpo nTudky
Tak noHpaBwics KonuHy, 4To OH gaxe yIbIOHYJICS.

— ¢l v He 3HaJI, YTO eCTh TaKWe MTUYKH, — CKa3as oH. — Ho koryia Bce BpeMsi ObIBaelilb B KOMHATE,
TO HMYErO TAKOTrO HE BUMII. A ThI CTOJIBKO 3HAEIIb. .. MHE BCE KAXKETCS, YTO Thl ObLIa TaM, B 3TOM
cany!

Mepwu He 3HaJa, 4TO CKa3aTh, ¥ Mom4asia. KonuH, oueBUIHO, HE OKUAAT OTBETA.

— 4 TeGe moKaxy Koe-4To, — CKa3aJl OH BIAPYT. — BUAMIIE BOH Ty pO30BYIO IIEJIKOBYIO 3aHABECKY
Ha CTeHe HaJl KaMUHOM?

— Buky, — oTBeTHIIA OHA.

— Tawm Bucut mHYpOK, — ckazan Konus. — [lotsanu ero!

Mepwu, crIbHO 3aMHTEPECOBaHHASI, BCTaJa M OThICKaJIa ITHYpOK. Kora oHa moTsaHya ero, 1mes-
KOBasI 3aHaBeCKa OTOJIBUHYJIACh Ha CBOMX KOJIbIIAX; O] Heto ObLT opTpeT. OH n300pakal MOJIOAYIO
KEHINUHY C yIBIOAOIUMCS JIMIIOM. Y Hee ObUIM CBETJIbIe BOJIOCHI, TIEpeBsI3aHHbIC CUHEH JICHTOU, U
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CMCIOIIHNECA, YyOAHBIC ITIa3a, TOYb-B-TOYb KaK IIEYAJIbHBIC I'JIa3a KOHI/IHa, araTtoBO-CEPLIC, Ka3aBIINECA
BIBOE OOJIbIlIe, YeM ObUIM Ha caMOM Jiefie, Oaroapsi AJTMHHBIM YepHbIM PECHHUIIAM.

— DT0 MOSsI Math, — kajooHo ckazan Komun. — §1 He moHumalo, moyemy oHa ymepna. MHoraa
s1 €€ HEHAaBMXY 32 3TO!

— 3T0 cTpaHHO! — YOMOPHO cKazaia Mepu.

— Ecnm Ob1 oHa ObLIa %¥Ba, s ObI He ObLT Beeraa 0oJsieH, — Bopuast OH. — S qymalo, 4To s Toraa
TOXE MOT OBl JKHTh. .. Ml MO oTell Mor Obl ITISiIETh HA MEHS... ¥ 'y MeHs Oblia Obl IpsiMasi CIvHA. . .
3anepHu 3aHaBECKY !

Mepu ucCnoNHIIIA €ro KeJlaHue U CHOBA ycellach Ha CTYJL.

— 3auem 3aHaBecKa 3a7iepHyTa’ — ClpoCcHia OHa.

OH OeCIoKOMHO 3aABHUTAJIC.

—9T0 s UM NpUKa3a Tak... VIHorAa. .. s He MOoOMIo BUAETD. .. KaK OHa Ha MeHs1 cMoTpuT. OHa
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO YJIbIOAETCs, a s OOJIBHOM U. .. KaJKuid. Ml IOTOM. .. BeJlb OHA MOSI, U HE XO4Y, YTOOBI
BCE €€ BUICIIH. . .

Heckomnbko cekyH[] B KOMHATE IAPUJIO MOTYaHue; TOToM Mepu 3aroBopuiia.

— Yo 6B crienania Mriccric MeJiok, eciv Obl Y3HaJA, 9To s 3/1eCh OblIa? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— Omna cnienana Obl, 9TO s IPUKAXKY, — OTBETUJ OH. — A s CKa3asl Obl eid, UTO s XOUY, YTOOBI ThI
CI0/Ia XOJIWJIa ¥ Pa3roBapuBajia CoO MHOM. .. Kbl IeHb. §l pajl, 4To Thl MpHIILIA cioaa!

— U g Toxe! 51 Oymy NprXOmUTh YacTo, TONBKO. .. — OHA HePEIIUTEIbHO OCTAHOBHIJIACH, — MHE
Be/Ib HAJI0 Oy/IeT KaXIblid IeHb UCKaTh KAJTUTKY. .. 3TOTO Cajia.

— O, na, THI IOJKHA. .. & TIOTOM Thl MHE BCE PAaCCKaKelh!

OH HECKOJIPKO MHUHYT JIeXkaJl, TOYHO 0OyMBbIBasi YTO-TO, HO TIOTOM OMSATh 3aTOBOPHIL.

— 4 mymaio, 4TO THI TOXE OyJenib TaifHa, — CKa3ajl OH. — S UM HUYEro He CKaky, MoKa caMu
He y3HaIoT. $1 Bceryia MOTy BBIC/IATh CUICIKY M3 KOMHATBI M CKa3aTh €, UTO 1 XOUY OCTaThCs OfIMH. . .
Tol 3HaeIL Mapty?

— O, na, xoporto 3Ha0! OHa yxa)xvBaeT 3a MHOM !

OH KMBKOM TOJIOBHI yKa3aJI Ha IBEPh B KOPHUJIOP.

— Omna cnut Tam, B Apyror komHare. Cujenka Buepa yluia HoueBaTh K CBOel CecTpe, a Korjaa
OHa YXOJIUT, OHa BCer/a 3acTaBisieT MapTy yxaxkuBaTth 3a MHOU. Mapta Te0e CKaxeT, KOorja mpuiTu
clofa.

Mepu nossia, noyeMy y MapThl ObUT TaKOW CMYITIIEHHBIN BHJ, KOTJ]a OHA CIIPOCHJIa y Hee, KTO
TUIaKaJl.

— 3HauuT, MapTa 3Haa Bce... mpo Teds? — Crpocuia OHa.

— Jla, oHa yacto yxaxuBaet 3a MHOH. Cuzienka JoOUT yXoauTh OT MeHs1, ¥ Toraa Mapra ripu-
XOOUT.

— S TyT nmpo6sLia oueHb Joro, — ckazana Mepu. — Yittu teniepb? Y TeOs 171a3a COHHBIE.

— $1 OBl XOTEN YCHYTh, TIPEXkJIe YeM Tl yielh, — POOKO CKa3asl OH.

— 3akpoii maza, — ckazaja Mepu, TPUIBUHYB CBOW CTYyJ MOOIMKE, — U S CHENA0 TO, YTO,
ObIBasIO, Jienana Mos aid B MHauu. S Oymy riaguth TBOIO PYKY U CIOK TeOe YTO-HHOYIh COBCEM
TUXOHBKO!

— 310 OBLIO OB, MOXKATY, XOPOIIIO, — CKa3aJI OH TIOJTyCOHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

[Mouemy-To Mepu ObLIO OYeHb kaJib ero. Eil He XoTesnock, YToOBl OH JIekasl, He 3achlnas, U,
IMPUCIIOHMUBIIUCH K ITOCTEJIM, OHA CTajla MOIIAXMUBATh €ro PyKy, THXO HAIl€Basd MOHOTOHHYIO MHYC-
CKYIO TIECEHKY.

— DTO XOpoIIo, — CKa3aj OH ele Oosee COHHBIM roocoM. OHa MpoposIKaia MeTh U MIaJuTh
€ro pykKy, HO Korja B3IVIAHYJIa HA HEro, TO yBUAECIA, YTO €ro YE€PHBIC PECHULIbI OITYIICHBI U I1a3a
3akpbITHl. OH Kpenko crai. OHa THXO BCTalla, B3sjia CBOIO CBEUKY U OSCIITYMHO BBIIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.
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I'naBa XIV

Korga nactynmiio yTpo, crenb Oblia CKpbhITa B TYMaHe U JOXAb He nepectaBai JuTb. O ToMm,
YTOOBI BBIATH, HE MOIJIO ObITh M peur. Mapra ObUia Tak 3aHsTa, 4TO Mepu HHMKaK He ylaBaJloCh
MIOrOBOPUTH C HEl0, HO Mocie odea OHa MOMpOCHa ee PUITH K Hell B ISTCKYIO MoCHIeTh. MapTa
MIPUIILIA, 3aXBATUB C COOOM YyJIOK, KOTOPBIN BCeraa Bsizaia, Korjaa eil 0osplie Heuero ObUIOo IeNaTh.

— Yt0 ¢ TOOOH Takoe? — CIpOCHa OHA, KaK TOJIBLKO OHU YCeIHCh. — Y TeOs TakoW BHJI, KaK
OyIITO Tl XOYEIllb YTO-TO PaccKa3arh!

— Xouy. 4 y3Haua, 4To 310 OBLT 3a TUIau! — ckazana Mepu.

Mapra ypoHuia Bsi3aHbe Ha KOJIHU M CMOTpeJia Ha Hee UCITYTaHHBIMU IJ1a3aMH.

— Her! — BockyinkHysa oHa. — Hukorpa.

— 4 yenplmana muiad HOYblo, — pooJiKaia Mepu, — 51 BCTasa U Ioluia ocMOTPeTh, OTKY/a
oH cipimmTes. 1o 0pu1 KomuH. {4 ero oteickana.

JInio MapTsl ¢ ucnyry axe moKpacHeso.

— O! Mucc Mepu! — ckazana oHa, OYTH IJ1a4a. — ITOr0 He CJIEI0BAIO AesaTh. .. He CeJ0Bajo!
Tl MeHs1 goBezenb 10 Oexpl. S TeOe HMKOrIa HUYEro He pacckasbiBaja IMpo HEro, a Terepb Oena
Oyzer... 51 motepsito Mecto. .. 1 uto Torma Oyner aenath MaTh?

— Tw He noTepsiens Mecta, — Bo3pasuia Mepu. — OH ObUT paf, UTO s MpUILIa. Mbl TOBOPHIIN
u ropopuw. OH cKa3zas, 4To pajl, uTo S MPHIILIA.

— Pan? — Bockimknayna Mapra. — I[IpaBma? Thl He 3Haelb, KaKOW OH ObIBAaeT, KOIJa €My UTO-
HUOYIb He 1o BKycy. OH CIIMIIIKOM BEJIMK, YTOOBI TUIAKaTh, KaK MJIAJICHEII, HO KOTIa OH paccepikeH,
OH BOITUT TOJIBKO YTOOBI Harmyrath Hac. OH 3HaeT, YTO MbI TUKHYTh HE CMEEM.

— OH He ObUI cepauT, — cKkazana Mepu. — 1 ero cripocuia, yUTH 11 MHE, HO OH BeJieJl MHE
octatbesi. [ToToM OH cTan 3aJaBaTh MHE BOIPOCHI, U s ycesach Ha Oosblnoi TabypeT U cTajia pac-
CKasbIBaTh eMy mpo MHauio, po cajpl, Mpo MaIMHOBKY. OH He XOTen OTiycKarh MeHs. [lotom oH
MOKa3ajl MHe MOPTPET CBOEH MaTepu. A TIpeke YeM YITH, s yoaloKasa ero. .. mecHei!

Mapra Tak 1 axHyJIa OT U3YMJICHUS.

— 4l He Mory TeGe moBepuTh! — 3asiBIJIA OHA. — Beb 9TO BCE paBHO YTO BOUTH MPSIMO B JILBUHOE
sorosuitie! Eciu Obl 0H OBUT TAKOM, KAaK Bcerga, OH Obl B30ECHIICA U TTOAHSAI Bech I0M. Beap oH He
TMO3BOJISIET UYKMM JaXe MOCMOTpPeTh Ha ceOsi!

— A mue no3pommui! 1 Bce BpeMst isijiesia Ha HEero, a OH Ha MeHsi!

— He 3Haio, 4to 1 aenars! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia BeTpeBokeHHass Mapra. — Ecim muccuc Measok
y3HaeT 00 3TOM, OHa MOAyMaeT, UTo 51 He MOCIyIIaiach ee MpUKa3aHuid M paccKkaszaia Tede Bce, U
TOT/Ia MEHS OTOILTIOT Ha3aj K MaTepH.

— OH noka HUYero He pacckaxeT mpo TeOs muiccc Memiok. 1o cHavyana OydeT Kak Oyaro
TaiiHa, — TBEpIO cKazaia Mepu. — Ml OH TOBOPHT, UTO BCE JIOJIKHBI JIe/aTh, KAK eMY YTOIHO!

— Jt0-T0 mpapna! CkBepHbIl MayIbuMIKa! — B310XHYJIa MapTa, oTupasi 100 MepeJHUKOM.

— OH roBopHT, YTO MHCCUC MeJIoK Toxe JokHA. M OH Xo4eT, 4ToObl 51 IpUXOoauia K HeMy
KaK/IbIA JIeHb; ThI JOJDKHA Oyjielib TiepeiaBaTh MHe, Korja s eMy Oyay HyXHa.

— 4! — BockyimkHysna Mapra. — $1 notepsito MecTo, HaBepHsIKa MOTePsIio!

— DTOro He CIYYUTCs, €U Thl OyIelIb eIaTh, YTO OH 3aX0YEeT, a BCEM Be/lb ITPUKA3aHO MOBHU-
HOBaThCs eMy, — yoexxaana Mepu.

— Jla Heyxesu OH ObLT JIACKOB C TOOO#! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia MapTa, HIMPOKO PacKphIB I1a3a.

— 4 mymaro, 4TO g emMy IOHPABWIIACh, — OTBETHIIA Mepu.

— Hy, Tak Tbl, OKHO OBITH, OKOJIOBAJIA €ro, — pelmia MapTa, riTyOOoKO B3/I0XHYB.

— Tbl mymaemb, 4To 310 BOMIEOCTBO? — cripocuiaa Mepu. — 1 cipliana mpo BomeOCcTBO B
Wuauu, HO 51 HE yMelo 3TOro Jesath. 1 mMpocTo Boluia K HEMY B KOMHATY U Tak yAWBWJIACh, KOTAA
yBHUJIENA €r0, YTO OCTaJIach Ha MeCTe M BCe IVIs/ieNia Ha Hero. A TIOTOM OH OOEPHYJICS U CTall TISIETh
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Ha MeHs. OH ayMmall, 4To s IPU3paK WM COH, a s 9TO K€ Jymaa Ipo Hero... M Bce 310 ObUIO Tak
CTpaHHO, YTO MbI OBLIH OOHH, CpE€Ar HOYM, U OaXC HC 3HAJIU APYT O APYIre, Mbl 1 HAYaJIM 3a1aBaTh
APYT APYTY BOMPOCH. .. A IOTOM, KOT/Ia I CITPOCHJIA, XOUET JI OH, YTOOBI 51 yIIUIa, OH CKa3aJ, YTo HeT.

— BupHo, koHell cBeTa HacTynaer, — B3J0XHy/1a Mapra.

— Jla yT0 ¢ HUM Takoe? — cpocuia Mepu.

— HukTo He 3HaeT HaBepHOe, — oTBeTUIa Maprta. — Korna on poguics, muctep KpaseH TouHo
nomernaics. JJoKTopa AyMasy, 4ToO €ro Hajo OyAeT OTHPAaBUThH B... CyMAcCLIEALIMH JIOM... M Bce
notoMy, uto muccuc Kpasen ymepra... [ yxe tebe ropopuia. OH HU 3a YTO HE XOTeJI HOIJISAAETh Ha
mutajieHa. OH Bce Kpudasl, YTO OH BBIPACTET ropOaThiM, Kak OH caM, M YTO eMy JIydIlle yMEpeTb. ..
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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