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AHHOTaAIUSA

Kuaurn @. BépHerr BOT yxke TpeTuil BeK MOPsA YUTAOT BO
BCEX CTpaHax MHpa. DTO U HeyauBUTENbHO! Benp Takue pasHble, HO
3aXBaThIBAIOILME IOBECTH JJIs1 MAJIBYMKOB U IEBOYEK ITO-HACTOSLIEMY
TPOTaloT cepiua uWTarteneid: Oylb TO WCTOPHS Kalpu3HOH |
Hemogumon Mepu Jlennoke wiu Lenprka ®ayHTaeposi, Ha KOTOPOro
HEOXXHMJAHHO CBAJIMBAETCS LIEJIOE COCTOSIHUE... B KHMTY BOLLIM ABE
HanOornee n3BecTHbIe oBecTd ®. bépHeTT — « TanHCTBEHHBIN cam» U
«Masnenbknit jopg, PayHTIIEpON».

J71s1 neTeil cpeiHero MIKOJIBHOTO BO3pacTa.
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TanHCTBEeHHBLIN CaJl

I'maBal

Korga Mepu JIeHHOKC mpuciaiiv KWTh K Asae, B Muccesb-
TY3UT-M3HOp, BCE TOBOPWJIM, YTO OHA CAMBIN HEMPUSITHBIA pe-
OEHOK, KaKOro UM KOraa-1udo MPUXOIUIOCh BUIETh. DTO OblIa
npaBaa. Y Hee ObLJIO MaJIeHbKOE XY/I0€ JIUIIO U MaJICHBKOE XyJ0e
Tesio. Bosockl y Hee Oblin O€JIOKYpBIE, KUAKHUE, a JIUIO, C BEU-
HO KHUCJIBIM BbIpaK€HHEM, JKeJTOe, TOTOMY UTO OHa POIWIACh B
Wuauy v BEYHO XBOpasa TO TeM, TO JPYTUM.

Orelr ee COCTOST Ha CITy’KO€ Y aHTJIMHCKOTO TTPaBUTENILCTRA,
Bcer/a ObIBaJI OUSHb 3aHSAT M TOXKE YacTO XBOPaJI, a MaTh ee Obl-
Jla KpacaBuIla, KOTOpasi JIOOWIa TOJIKO OBIBATh B TOCTSX W Be-
CEJIMThCS B KPYTy Becenbix moaei. Eif BoBce He HyxXeH ObLT pe-
OEHOK, M, Korja poauiack Mepu, oHa Iopyduia yXof 3a Helo Ty-
3€MHOM CITy’)KaHKe, WJIM a3, KOTOPOM JaJIU IIOHATh, YTO €CJIM OHA
KeJlaeT YrouTh MeM-can0', To peOeHOK He JIOJIKEeH MOMaaaThCst
el Ha riasa.

Mepu He TIOMHUJIA, YTOOBI KOr/Ia-IMo00 BUjeaa OJM3KO UTO-
HUOY/Ib, KPOME CMYTJIOTO JIAIIA CBOEH aiid UM IPYTHX TY3EMHBIX
CJIyT; a TaK KaK BCE OHU BCerJa MOBUHOBAJIUCH € U MO3BOJISLIN

! Tak Ha3bIBAIOT B I/IHIH/II/I OelIbIX KCHIIWH.



el enaTh BCe Mo-CBOEMY, IIOTOMY YTO MeM-caub MOoIJia paccep-
JIMTHCS, €CJTN ObI €e 0OECTIOKOMI KPUK peOeHKa, TO IIECTH JIET OT
pory Mepwu Oblla BeJTMYAKIIEH STOUCTKON U TUPAHKOM.

Moronasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHIJIMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B3sUTH, YTOOBI
Hay4uTh MepH 4iTaTh M MUCaTh, TAK HEB3TIOOWIA ee, UTO Yepes
TPU Mecsla OTKA3aJ1ach OT MeCTa, a KOrjia sIBJISUIUCh IPyTHUe Ty-
BEPHAHTKH, TO OHM YXOIWJIM Yepe3 ellle Oojiee KOPOTKOe BpeMs,
yeMm niepBasi. M eciiu Ob1 Mepu camoil He 3aX0TeNI0Ch BhIyUUThCS
YUTaTh M MUCATh, TO OHA HUKOTJA He uMesa Obl BOBMOKHOCTU
HAy4YHUThCS Jaxe a30ykKe.

B ogHO cTpaniHo kapkoe yTpo — el Tora Oblio yke OKOJIO Jie-
BATH JIET — OHA MPOCHYJIACh OCOOEHHO 371asi U Pa303JIUIIACh ellle
Ooutbilie, KOT/Ia YBU/IENA, UYTO CITy)KaHKa, CTOSIBINIAsI BO3JIE €€ I10-
cTenu, OblIa He ee aiid.

— 3aueM Tol npuIuia? — cKa3ajla OHa 4yKoM KeHIIMHe. — 51 He
no3Bouo Tede octatbes TyT. [Ipuniuim MHe Molo ais!

V keHIMHBI ObLT UCITyTaHHBIA BUJI, U OHA TPOOOpMOTAJIa, YTO
aif? He MOXET MPUITH, a Kora Mepy B HEMCTOBCTBE CTajia OUTh
Y TOJIKaTh €€, OHA TOJIbKO UCITyTajiach elne OoJIbllie U MOBTOPUIIA,
YTO aila HEBO3MOKHO MIPUNTU K MUCCHU cauo.

B 310 yTpO B cCamMOM BO3yXe TOYHO HOCHUJIOCH YTO-TO TauH-
crBeHHOoe. Hudero He jienann OOBIYHBIM TIOPSITKOM, U HEKOTO-
PBIX M3 TY3eMHBIX CJIyT BOBCE He OBLIO BUTHO, a Te, KOTOphIX Me-
pY BUjesa, ABUTAINCh TOPOILIMBO WM YKPAJKOM, C OJeTHO-Cce-
PbIMU MICTTyTaHHBIMU JiuTiamMy. Ho el HUKTO HU4Yero He TOBOpuII,
Yl €€ and BCE HE SABJISIIACD.



YTpo npoxoansio; CKOpo OHa OCTajlach COBCEM OJJHA, HAKOHEII
BBIIIUIA B Caj ¥ CTaJIa UTPaTh TOXeE OHA MOJT JEPEBOM, OKOJIO Be-
panpl. OHa fienana BUjI, 4TO yCTPauBaeT IBETOUHYIO KIIyMOy, 1
BTHIKaJIa OOJIBIINE SIPKO-aJIbIe IIBETHI B MaJIEHbKHE KYUYKH 3€MJIH,
Bce Oosbllie W OOJbINe pa3apaxasch U OopmModa cede 1moa HOC
BCE TO, YTO cOOMpasach CKa3aTh Cauau, Bce Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBa,
KOTOPBIMH coOMpasiach 0003BaTh ee, Korjaa OHa BEpHETCHI.

— CBunbsi! CBunbs1! CBUHOE OTpOIbe! — TOBOpHUJIa OHa, MOTO-
MY 4TO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIIa CBMHbEW — 9TO camMoe Xyjliee OCKOpO-
JIeHe.

Ona ckpexerana 3y0amu, MOBTOPsIst 3Ty (ppa3y, Korjaa ycibl-
IIaJ1a, YTO Ha BepaH/y BHIIIUIA €€ MaTh ellle ¢ KeM-TO. DTO ObLT
OeJIOKYpbIii MOJIONIOW YeJIOBEK, M 00a OHU CTOSUIM ¥ TOBOPWIIU
KaKMMU-TO CTPAHHBIMHA TUXUMH T'OJIOCAMH.

Mepu 3Hanma 6eIOKyporo MoJIooro 4ejaoBeKa, MOXOKEro Ha
MaJIbuMKa; OHa CJIbIIIIAjIa, YTO OH ObLI OYeHb MOJIONOH oduriep,
KOTOPBIA HEJIAaBHO MpUeXal U3 AHIIIUH.

JleBouKka risaena Ha HUX 000HX, HO ©oJiee MPUCTATBHO TIsI-
Jieia Ha CBOIO MaTb.

Omna Bcer/a 3To Jieyiaja, Korjaa ToJIbKO MPEe/ICTaBIISIICS CTydai
BUJIETh €€, IOTOMY 4TO MeM-car0 — Mepu JacTo 3BaJia ee UMeH-
HO TaK, a He WHaue — OblTa TaKas BBICOKAsl, CTPOMHASI, KPacH-
Bas JaMa M HOCHJIA TIPEJIeCTHBIE HApsiIbl. Y Hee ObLIM BOJIOCHI,
KaK BOJIHUCTBIH IIEJIK, KPACHBbI MAJICHbKUI HOC, TIPE3PUTEITb-
HO B3JIEpHYTHIN, U OOJIbIIIME cMetoluecs ri1a3a. Onex/a ee Bee-
r1a ObUIa JIeTKasi M pa3BeBAOIIAsCS W, KaK BbhIpaxkanach Mepu,



«TI0JTHA KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpO Ha Hel ObLI0 HOJIBIIIE KPYKEB, YeM BCEra, HO TJia-
3a ee He CMesUTICh; OHU ObLIM TaKue OOJbIINe U UCITyTaHHBIE 1
YMOJISIIOLIE [JISIAEIH B JIMIIO MOJIOOTO OesIoKyporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxemu neno tak mioxo? Heyxenn? — ycnbinana Mepu
ee BOIpoc.

— VxkacHo! — apokalyM rojocoM OTBETHJI MOJIOAOH Yelio-
BeK. — YkacHo, muccuc JlenHokce! Bbl 10/KHBI ObUTH yexaTh B
rOpbl ABE HEAEIN TOMY Ha3ajl.

Mem-can0 crajna JoMaTh PyKH.

— O, s 3Ha10, YTO J0JKHA ObLTa CaesaTh 9T0! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA
oHa. — $I ocranach TOJIBKO /AJIs1 TOTO, YTOObI MOMTH HA ITOT TIIy-
eI 3BaHbId 00en! Kak st Oputa rorynal

B 3Ty MUHYTY 13 OMeIlEHHs CIyTr pa3Jalicsl TAKOW TPOMKUIA
BOILIb, YTO OHA YXBATUJIACh 3a PYKY MOJIOJIOTO YesoBeka, a Me-
pU 3a/1poXkaja c rojioBsl J10 HOr. Boruib craHoBusics Bece Oosee
JUKHM.

— Yro 310? YTO 3107 — Nporenrana Muccuc JIeHHOKc.

— Kro-T0 ymep, — oTBeTns1 Mosiofioi odutiep. — Bol He roBo-
pUiIH, YTO OOJIE3Hb MOSIBUIIACH CPE/IM BallIUX CIyT!

— 51 He 3HanMa! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MeM-cau0. — O, roiaemMTe co
MHOU, IOUAEMTE CO MHOM !

Ona noBepHyJach U yoexasna B JOM.

[locne sToro HacTynuio He4To yxkacawoiiee, 1 Mepu craio
SICHO, TIOUYEMY 3TO YTPO ObLJIO TAKOE TAMHCTBEHHOE.

[TosiBUIack xonepa B caMmou Tsikesou popme, v JIIOAU ymupa-



T, KaKk MyXu. A3 3a0071€e1a HOUblo, U CJIYTY BOIWIIM B CBOMX
XWKMHAX, TOTOMY YTO OHA TOJIbKO 4TO yMepna. Houblo ymepnu
elle Tpoe CIIyT, a OCTajbHble B yxkace Oexanu. Bcromy mapuna
MaHKWKa, U BO BCeX OYHrasio ObLIM yMUPAIOIITHUE.

Ha cnenyiomuii jeHb, BO BpeMsi TPEBOrM M cMsiTeHUs1, Mepu
cripsiTajiach B IETCKOM, 1 Bce 3a0blmn 0 Hell. Hukto He mymain o
Hell, HIKOMY OHa He Oblj1a Hy)KHa, U BOKPYT ITPOUCXOAUIIO HEUTO
CTPaHHOE, O YEM OHA HE MMeJIa MOHATHSI.

Yacel nmpoxoawiu, 1 Mepu nonepemMeHHo TO cnajia, TO Iuia-
Kkasia. OHa 3HaJsla TOJIBKO, YTO JIIOAW XBOPAJIY, Y CIIbIIIAJIA TAUH-
CTBEHHBIE U MYTaBIIIKE €€ 3BYKH.

Pa3 oHa npokpasnack B CTOJIOBYI0, KOTOpasi OKa3asach MyCTOM,
XOTsI Ha CTOJIE CTOSUT HEJJOKOHUYEHHBIN 00€/I; CTY/bsI M TAPEIIKU
UMeJTN TaKOW BH, KaK Oy[TO UX MOCIENTHO OTOJBUHY/IA B CTO-
POHY, KOrja JIIOAM MO KaKOW-TO MPUYMHE BHE3ZAIMHO MOIHSIIUCH
13-3a CToJjIa.

Mepu noena ppyKTOB U cyxapey 1, YyBCTBYS1 CUJIbHYIO Kaxk-
1y, BBITIFJIA CTOSIBIIIME HA CTOJIe CTakaH BuHA. OHO OBUIO Cliaj-
KO€, HO JIEBOYKA He MOJ03peBajia, YTO OHO O4YeHb Kpenkoe. Ee
CKOPO HAvaJio KJIOHUTh KO CHY, ¥ OHa TIOIIIIa 0OPaTHO B IETCKYIO
Y OISITh 3arepliach TaM, UCITyTaHHAsI KPUKAMU, KOTOPbIE HECIIHCh
Y3 XWKWH, ¥ 3ByKaMU TOPOIUIMBBIX IaroB. BUHO HarHasio Ha Hee
TaKOW COH, YTO IJ1a3a €€ 3aKPbLUIUCh IOMUMO €€ BOJIM; OHA JIerJia
Ha TOCTEeJIb ¥ TOYHO MOTepsijia CO3HAHUE.

OueHb MHOTOE MPOU3OIILIO 32 Te JI0JITME Yachl, YTO OHA Criajia
TaKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U ee He pa30y/Ivid HU BOTUIU, HU TIIyM B



OyHIaJso, IJe YTO-TO BHOCHJIA U BHIHOCHJIH.

Korna oHa mpocHysack, To pooikaa Jiexarh HEIOBIKHO,
MIPUCTAJILHO IS/ Ha CTeHy. B jome Oblia oJTHEeHIas TUINHA;
OHa He MOMHMJIA, YTOOBI KOrJa-I100 Mpesk/ie B HEM IIapUJIO Ta-
koe 6e3monBre. OHa He CIbIIaia HU TOJIOCOB, HU IIAaroB U J1y-
MaJia O TOM, BCE JI YK€ BBI3JIOPOBEJIH OT XOJIEPBl U MPOIIUIA JI
Oena.

Jlymana oHa M O TOM, KTO Terepb OyJeT yXakuBaTb 3a HEl,
Bejb ee aild ymepra! BepositHO, Oyier HOBas aifd, U OHa, OBITH
MOXeT, OyJeT pacCKa3blBaTh HOBBIE CKa3KU; CTApble CKa3KU yxkKe
JOCTATOYHO Hajoen Mepu.

Oma He IJ1aKkajia 0 TOM, 4To yMepJia ee HsaHbka. OHa He Oblia
JOOSAIMM peOEeHKOM U HUKOT/Ia HM K KOMY He Obllla 0COOEHHO
NIPUBSI3aHA.

[IIym, 6eroTHs1, BOIUIM IO YMEPIIUM OT XOJIePhl — BCE 3TO KC-
nyrajo ee, ¥, KpoMe TOro, oHa Obljla O4eHb CEPIUTA, IOTOMY YTO
HHMKTO He BCIIOMHMJI, YTO OHA X1Ba. Bce Tak 06e3ymMenu ot yxa-
Ca, YTO HUKTO He MOAyMaJl O IEBOYKe, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He JTIOOWIL.

Korpa monau 3aboeBayiv Xoepou, OHU, Ka3aJloch, He MOIJIA
JIyMath HU O KOM, KpoMme ce0si camux. Ho eciiv Bce onsTh BbI-
3JI0POBEJIH, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HUOY/Ib IOJKEH ObLIT BCTIOMHUTH O
HeW U OTHICKAThH ee.

Ho HUKTO He MpUXOaWII, U OHA BCe JieXKaJsa U KAaja, U B JI0-
Me, Ka3aJloCch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCe THe U Thie. OHa ycliblaia
KaKOW-TO IOPOX Ha IIMHOBKE M KOTJa B3MVISIHYJIA Ha TIOJT, TO YBU-
Jie1a MaJIeHbKYI0 3MEHKY, CKOJIb3UBIIIYIO TIO TIOJTY ¥ [JISEBIIYIO



Ha Hee MOXOKMMU Ha JParolieHHble KaMHU TJ1a3aMHU.

Mepu He ucmyranach: 310 ObUI0 Oe3BpEeHOE MaJIeHbKOE CY-
IECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYEro He MOIJIO el caenarh. 3Melka, Ka3a-
JIOCh, TOPOTUJIACh BHIOPAThCS M3 KOMHATHI, 1 MepH BUjesa, Kak
OHA CKOJIb3HYJIa MOJ1 ABEPb.

— Kak crpanno u Tuxo! — ckazana Mepu. — Kak Oyaro B jome
HUKOTO HET, KpOME MEeHsI J1a 3MEHKH.

[louTH B Ty %€ MUHYTY OHa ycCJbIXajla IIard B cajay, a oToM
Ha BepaHze. ITo ObLIM MYKCKHUE IIaru: MYKYUHBI BOIIUTU B IOM
U 0 YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBopwid. HUKTO He BbIllIeNT UM HaBCTpeuy,
HUKTO HE 3arOBOPWJI C HUMU; OHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, OTKPHIBAJIU JABEPU
Y 3ar1sAbIBAJIA B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe onycromenne! — ckazan oguH rosoc. — 1 3ta kpacu-
Basl XKEHINMHA. .. ]a U PeOeHOK, 51 ymato, Toxxe! f crplmat, dro
ObUT peOEHOK, XOTS €r0 HUKTO HUKOT/IA HE BUJIEIL.

Korna oHM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CITyCTSI OTKPbUIM J1BE€Pb, Mepu
CTOsIJIa TIOCPE/IN IETCKOM, HEKPACUBasl U 371asl, HAXMYPHUB OpOBH,
MOTOMY UTO ObLIa TOJIOTHA, ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA Ce0s1 KAK-TO TIO30PHO
3a0pOIIIEHHOM.

[epBbiii yenoBeK, BOIIEAIINI B KOMHATY, ObLT BHICOKHIA O(hH-
ep, Kotoporo Mepu ofHaX[bl BUjea y CBOEro OTHA. Y HEro
OBbLT ycTasIbli M 03a00UYEHHBIN BUJI, HO, KOTJIa OH YBUJIEN €€, OH
OBbUT TaK MOPaKeH, YTO YyTh HE OTCKOUMJI Ha3a/l.

— bapneii! — kpukHyn oH. — 31ech pedeHok! PebeHok, onvH!
B takoMm mecte! Boxke Mo, 1a KTO OHa Takas?

— 4 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKa3aja JE€BOYKA, BBIIPAM-



JIS15ICh BO BECh POCT. YeJIOBEK 3TOT MOKA3aJICs i OUeHb rpyObIM,
MOTOMY 4YTO HAa3BaJl JIOM €€ OTIa «TaKUM MecCTOM». — S ycHy-
J1a, KOr/ia Bce ObLTU OOJIbHBI XOJIEPOM, U TOJILKO UTO MPOCHYJIACH.
OT4ero HUKTO HE MPUXOAUT?

— D70 TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOTrJA He Buaen! —
BOCKJIMKHYJT odutiep, oOpariasich K CBoeMy CyTHUKY. — O Held
Ha camoM JieJie Bce 3a0bLin !

— Tlouemy 000 MHe 3a0blM? — cripocuia Mepu, Tonasi HO-
roil. — [loueMy HUKTO He IPUXOAUT?

Mononoy 4enoBek, KOTOporo 3sajav bapHeu, rpycTHo mo-
CMOTpeJ Ha Hee. MepH Jaxe MoKa3anoch, YTO OH MUTHYJI IJ1a3a-
MU, TOYHO CMaxuBas CJIE3y.

— bennas kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy npuiiTi: HUKOTO
HE OCTAJIOCh.

Takum CTpaHHBIM U HEOXHJIaHHBIM oOpa3oM Mepu y3Hana,
YTO y HEE HE OCTaJIOCh HU OTLIA, HU MaTepH, YTO OHU yMEpJIU U
OBbLTM YBE3€HBI HOYBIO U UTO T€ TY3€MHbIE CIIyT'H, KOTOpbIE OCTa-
JIUCh B KUBBIX, ITOCTIENTHO MTOKMHYJIU IOM, U HUKTO U3 HUX J1aXke
HE BCIIOMHWJI, YTO Y HUX Obl1a Muccu cau0. [Toatomy-To B oMe
ObLJIO TaK THXO; B HEM JIEMCTBUTENILHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe He ObLIO,
KpoMe camoit Mepu J1a MaJIeHbKOW 3MEUKHU.



I'nasa 11

Mepu nmoOUIa U30aM TIAIEeTh Ha CBOI0 MaTh M CUMTAJIa ee
OUeHb KPacHUBOM; HO TaK KaKk OHAa OYeHb MaJIoO 3HaJja ee, TO eJBa
JIM MOKHO OBLIO OKHUJIaTh, YTO OHA OyJIET TOCKOBATh MO Hel, KO-
IJa ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HMUYYTh HE TOCKOBAJIa MO HEW W TaK Kak Bcerjaa Oblia
yriyOsieHa B camoe cebs1, TO €€ IIOMBICIIBI M TelePb, KaK OObIKHO-
BEHHO, OBLIT cOCpeOoTOUYeHBI Ha ceOe caMoi. By oHa crapitie,
oHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OUEHb OECTMOKOMJIACH TIPH MBICIH, YTO OCTa-
JIaCh COBCEM OJIHA Ha CBETE, HO OHA ellle ObljIa OYeHb MaJla, U TaK
KaK 0 Hel Bcer/ia 3a00TUIIMCh, TO TIperoiarasia, Yro 3T0 Beeraa
OyzeT Tak.

Jlymarna oHa TOJBKO O TOM, OMAJIET JIM OHA K XOPOIINM JII0-
I5IM, KOTOpble OyIyT ¢ Hell oOpamarbcsl BeKJIMBO U BO BCEM
YCTYIaTh €M, KaK 3TO JieJlajia ee aiid U Ipyrue Ty3eMHbIe CITyXKaH-
KH.

Mepu 3HaJ1a, 9TO HE OCTAHETCSI HABCET/Ia B IOME aHTJIMIACKOTO
CBSIIIIEHHMKA, Ky/a ee B3suM B niepBoe Bpems. Eil He XxoTenoch
0CTaBaThCsl TaM. AHIJIMACKUI CBSIIIIEHHUK ObLT OCJICH, U y HEro
OBLIO MATEPO JIeTel, YyTh JIM HE OJHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIe XOIUIN B
JIOXMOTBSIX, BCET]a CCOPITUCH U TACKAJI UTPYIIIKU JPYT Y IpyTa.
Mepu HeHaBUjIela UX HEONPSITHBIA TOM M TaK JTypHO oOparia-
JIach C HUMH, YTO 4Yepe3 JIBa JHSA HUKTO He XOTeJI UrpaTh C HEl.

— Tebs oTomuTIOT AOMOM Yepe3 Heaesio, — CKa3al el OjHa-



Kbl Ba3uiib, MaTbuMK macropa, ¢ Aep3KUMH roJIyObIMHU IIa3aMU
U B3IEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOporo Mepu HeHaBujena. — Mbl Bce
OUEHb PaIbl STOMY.

— U s Toxe pana, — otBeTmia Mepu. — A rjie 3T0 Takoe «J10-
MOW» ?

— OHa He 3HaeT, re 3107 — IPEe3PUTEIBHO CKa3aJl CEMUJIETHUIN
bazwiib. — 910, KOHeUHO, AHMs. Haia 6a0yika sxuBeT Tam, 1
B IPOIIJIOM TOfly Ty/a Mocnanu cectpy Mabenb. A Thl roeerb
He K 0alyiike; y TeOst ee HeT. Thl OeIelb K CBOeMYy JIsifie; ero
30ByT MucTep ApunOanba Kpasen.

— 4l HUKOrJa MPO HEro He cibixaja, — orpei3Hyaack Mepu.

— 41 3Hat0, YTO He cibIxana, — OTBETHI Ba3uiib, — Thl HUUETo He
3Haelb. JIeBOUku OOBIKHOBEHHO HUYEro HE 3HAIOT. S CIibliall,
KaK Mara ¥ Mama roBOpui mpo Hero. OH *KUBET B TPOMaJHOM
3a0pOIIIEHHOM CTapoOM JIOME B JIepEBHE, U HUKTO K HEMY HE XO-
aut. OH Takoi CEpAUTHIH, UTO HUKOTO K cebe He MycKaeT, a ec-
7w ObI ¥ TYCTHJI, TO HUKTO Obl He Tipuiien. OH ropOyH U cTpaii-
HBIN-CTPALLIHBIN.

— 51 TeGe He Beplo, — ckazania Mepu, OTBEPHYBIIIUCH OT HErO
¥ 3aThIKasl yIIM Majibl[aMU, TOTOMY YTO He XoTesa OoJIbIIe Cily-
IIaTbh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku 0ueHb MHOTO JlyMaJia 00 3TOM; a KOT1a MFIC-
cuc Kpoydopn B TOT ke Beuep ckazasia ei, 4To yepe3 HECKOIb-
KO JJHE OHa moesieT B AHIIMIO K cBoeMy sinie, Muctepy Kpase-
HY, KOTOPBIN KXW B MuccenbTyaut-MaHope, y Hee ObLT Takon
yIPSIMO-PAaBHOAYIIHBINA, TOUHO OKAMEHENbIA BUI, IO9TOMY OHU



HE 3HaJIM, YTO O Hel M noaymarb. OHM MbITATUCh PUIACKATh
ee, HO OHa OTBEpHYJIAck, Koraa muccuc Kpoydopn xorena nore-
JIOBaTh €e, ¥ YOIOPHO BBIIpsMUIIACh, Koraa mucrep Kpoydopa
NoTpenas ee 1o IJeyvy.

— OHa Takoll HEeKpacuBBIN peOEHOK, — cKa3alia 1Mocje TOro
muccuc Kpoydopn ToHOM coxaneHusi. — A MaTh ee OblTa Tak
KpacuBa! I MaHepsl y Hee ObLIM Takue MuJjble, a Mepu camblii
HETIPUATHBIA PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTo s KOrjaa-imdo BuUaena.

— BBITh MOXeT, eciiu Obl ee MaTh Moyvaile MosBISUIACh B JIET-
CKOH, CO CBOMM KPaCHBbIM JIMLIOM U MWJIBIMUA MaHepamu, Mepu
TOXE MOIJIa Obl IEPEHSATh 3T MaHephl. | pyCTHO BCIOMHUTD Te-
nepb, Korja OefHasi KpacaBuIia yxe ymeplsia, O4eHb MHOTHE BO-
BCE HE 3HAJIU, YTO Y Hee ObLT peOeHOK !

— OHa, Kaxercsi, HUKOIZA HE B3IVIsSHYJA Ha Hee, — B3JI0X-
Hysna muccuc Kpoydopa. — Korna ee ails ymepna, HUKTO U He
BCIOMHMJ 0 Kpotike. [Togymait Tonbko: Bce cliyru pa30exanuch
Y OCTaBWIU €€ OfHYy B IyctoM aome. [lToskoBHuK Mak-I"pro ro-
BOPHJI MHE, YTO OBUT IOPakKeH, KOrJa OTBOPWII JBEPh W YBHUIET
€€ COBEpILIEHHO OJIHY MOCPe/Id KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems ponroro nepeeszna B AHmMio Mepu Haxoouiach
MO/l MPUCMOTPOM KE€Hbl OJHOTO OpUliepa, KOTOpasi Be3ja Tyna
CBOMX JieTeld, YTOOBI TOMECTHUTH MX B MaHCHOH. OHa Obli1a OYeHb
3aHsATa COOCTBEHHBIMH JIETBMH Y OY€Hb PaJoBaIach, KOTa cia-
Ja Mepu xeHiuHe, kotopyto muctep KpaseH Boiciian B JIOHIOH
BCTPETUTD €€.

JKeHnyHa 3Ta CIyKUjIa 9KOHOMKOM B MuccenbTysut-MaHo-



pe, 1 3By ee Muccuc Meok. OHa Obl1a OYeHb TOJHAS, C Py-
MSIHBIMU [IEKAMU U 30PKUMU YEPHBIMU [JIA3AMH.

OHa oyeHb He MOoHpaBwiIach MepH; HO Tak Kak Mepu penko
KTO-JTMO0 HPaBUJICS, TO B 9TOM He ObLIIO HUYETO YIUBUTEIBLHOTO;
KpOMe TOro, ObLIIO OYEBUHO, YTO MHUCCHC MeIOK TOXe HEBbI-
COKOrO MHEHHS O JEBOUKE.

— DKas OHa HEKpacuBas! — ckazaja oHa. — A Mbl BE/lb CJIbIIIIA-
7, 9TO ee MaTh Obl1a KpacaBuiia. OHa, Kak BUAHO, KPACOTHI-TO
€l B HaCJIeICTBO HE OCTaBWJIa, HE TaK Jin?

— OHa, OBITh MOXET, IIEPEeMEHHTCSI, KOT/Ia TIOPacTeT, — J00-
POIYITHO cKa3aa xkeHa odwuriepa. — Eciiu Obl OHa He OblIa Takast
KeJTasi U BhIpakeHHe Jiia ee ObUIo Obl MOJACKOBEW. A 4epThl
Jmua y Hee xopoiuue. JIety Beap Tak MEHSIOTCA !

— Ei1 npuaercs u3aMeHUTbCs BO MHOTOM, — OTBETHJIA MUCCUC
Mensok. — A B MuccenbTyauTe HET HUYEro Takoro, 4YTo MOIJIO
Obl U3MEHUTH peOeHKa K JIydIlleMy, €CJI Bbl CTPOCUTE MeHs1!

Ob6e onu gymanu, yto Mepu He CIyIIaeT, MOTOMY YTO OHa
CTOsIJIa HECKOJIBKO MOOJaJb, Y OKHA OTEJIs], IJI€ OHU OCTaHOBHU-
nvck. OHa CMOTpesia Ha IPOXOKKX, Ha TIPOE3KaBIIUEe OMHUOYCHI
¥ K30bI, HO CIIBIIIAIA BECh PA3rOBOP; B HEM MPOCHYJIOCH JII000-
IIBITCTBO TI0 OTHOIIEHUIO K Asifie ¥ ero kuuiry. Yro 1o ObuI 32
JIOM ¥ Ha 4TO OH ObUT Moxox? Yto Takoe ropOyH? OHa HUKOTAA
He BUJIaj1a ropOyHa; ObITh MOXeT, X B VIHauu BoBce He ObLIO.

C Tex mop Kak OHa CTajia XUTb B UYXKHX JIOMax U y HEe He
OBbLIO aiid, OHA CTasla YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl OIMHOKOM, M B TOJIOBY
€l IPUXOAWIY CTPAHHBIE, COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIE [ HEE MBICIIH.



Ona gymarna o TOM, IOYeMy 3TO OHA Bceraa Oblila «HUYbsI»,
Jlake KOrja ee OTell U MaTh ObUIH JKUBHI. [[pyrue netm «mpuHa-
JieKai» CBOUM OTIIAM U MaTepsiM, OHa ke, Ka3aJioch, Oblia BceM
qyskas. Y Hee ObLIM CIIyTd, OblIa MUINA U OJIEK/Aa, HO HUKOMY He
ObL10 /10 Hee fenia. OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO MPUIMHOKN 3TOro OBLIO TO,
4TO OHA — OYECHb HEMPUSATHBIA peOEHOK; caMO COOOM pazymeeT-
cs1, UYTO OHA He 3HaJIa, Kakas oHa HempusiTHas. OHa 4acTo HaXo-
JWJIA, 4TO JPYyTHUE JIIOAW OUYEHb HETIPUATHBI, HO HE MOA03peBaa,
YTO OHa caMa TaKOBa.

Ona cumrana muccuc Meajiok camoil HEMPUSITHON OCOOOM,
KOTOPYIO KOrJa-1udo0 BUJENA, C ee TPYyObIM PyMSIHBIM JIULIOM U
Oe3BKyCcHOW BbIYYpHOH muisnon. Ha cremyronmii neHb, korma
oHN yeskam B Vopkimmp, Mepu 1uia no miaropMme K BaroHy
C BBICOKO TMOJHATOU TOJIOBOM, CTApasCh JEPKATbCS KaK MOXHO
JaJIbIlie OT Hee, Kak Oy[ITO COBCEM He «IpuHajexana» ei. OHa
Obl OUEHb paccepauiiach, €CJIM Obl y3HAJA, YTO JIOAU TPUHUMAIOT
ee 3a JoYb MUuccuc Meiok.

Ho muccuc Memmok ouens Mano oOpaiaia BHUIMaHUS M Ha
camoe Mepu, u Ha To, 4TO OHa aymaia. Eil BoBce He XOTenoch
exatb B JIOHIIOH, Kak pa3 Koraa Obuia cBafbOa ee TIeMsTHHUIIBI,
HO y Hee ObUIO YIOOHOE, BHITOTHOE MECTO SKOHOMKHU B Mucceb-
Ty2UT-MB3HOpe, U yIep&KaTh 3TO MECTO 3a COOO OHA MOTJIA TOJTb-
KO Jienasi 1o, uto muctep KpaseHn nmpukasbiBasi. OHa He cMmena
JlaKe 3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCOB.

— Kanmran JIeHHOKC M €ro ’keHa yMepJv OT XOJIEpPhL, — CKa3aJl
en mucrep KpaBeH CBOMM XOJIOIHBIM JIAKOHUYECKUM TOHOM. —



Kanuran JleHHOKC ObUT OpaToM MOEH JKeHBI, U s OTIEKYH €ro JI0-
yepu. JleBOuKy npuBe3yT crofa. Bel goikHBI ToexaTtsh B JIOHAOH
Y CaMHU ITPUBE3TH €€.

U oHa ynoxuna cBOil HEOOJBINION YeMOJaH U OTIIPaBUJIACH B
MyTh.

Mepu cujnena B yrily BaroHa, HEKpacuBasi, ¢ Kalpyu3HbIM Bbl-
paxenueMm ymia. Eif Heuero ObUIO YnTaTh, HE HA YTO OBLIO CMOT-
peThb, M OHA CUJENIa, CJIOXKUB HA KOJIEHSIX CBOM MaJIEHbKUE PYKH B
YepHbIX NepuaTkax. biarogapst yepHOMYy IJ1aThio, OHA Ka3asaach
€IlIe JKEJITeE, YEM BCEra, ¥ €€ PEJKHUE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH TOPYAIN
U3-T10J] YEPHOU KPETIOBOU HNUIANKHU.

«Hukorna B )u3HM He BUJbIBAIA peOEHKA C TAKUM Karpus-
HBbIM BUJIOM», — oAyMaJia Muccuc Meaiok. OHa HUKOTja He BU-
nena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIA cujiest Obl TaK HEMOJIBUKHO, HUYETO He
nenas. Hakonen e Hagoeno cmotpers Ha Mepu, 1 OHa 3aroBo-
pusia ObICTPO U PE3KO.

— IMo-moemy, Hao Tebe pacckazaTh KOe-4To O TOM, KyAa Thl
eJIelllb, — CKa3ajia OHa. — 3Haelllb Thl YTO-HUOY/Ib O CBOEM Jsife?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu.

— Thl HUKOTIA HE CIIbIIIAIA, YTO TBOU POAUTEIN TOBOPUIU O
HeM?

— Her, — ckazana Mepu, HaxmypuBimcs. OHa HaAXMypHUJIach
IIOTOMY, YTO BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO €€ OTELl U MaThb HUKOI/Ia HE TOBO-
pUIM C Hell 0 YeM-HUOY/Ib ONpeJesIeHHOM U HUKOI/IA HU O YeM
el He pacCKa3bIBAJIM.

— I'M... T™M... — npoBOpUasia MUCCUC MeIJIOK, MPUCTAIILHO



IS Ha CTpaHHOe OeccTpacTHoe JTUIMKO. OHa HECKOJIBKO ce-
KYH/I MOJIYajia, HO IOTOM CHOBA 3arOBOPUIIA.

— Hazo teGe Bce-Taku KOe-4TO paccKazarhb, 4TOObI TeOs MOJI-
rOTOBUTL. ThI €JIe1llb B OYEHb CTPAHHOE MECTO.

Mepu HMUEro He CKa3aa, U ee sIBHOE PaBHOIYIINE HECKOJb-
KO 03a/1a4iJI0 MUCCUC MeJIOK, HO, IEPEIOXHYB, OHA CTajia Ipo-
JIOJIKaTh:

— Heudero ckazaTh, MOMeCThe€ rPOMaIHOE, HO Mpa4yHOE, U MU-
crep KpaBeH oueHb ropautcst UM. .. mo-coemy. [Jom ObLT BbI-
CTPOEH IIECTBCOT JIET TOMY Ha3a/l, Ha Kpalo CTeNH, U B HEM IO-
YTU CTO KOMHAT, XOTs1 OOJIBIIIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3arepThl. A B HUX U
KapTHHBI, U KpacuBasi cTapuHHast MeOellb, U BCAKUE JIpyTue Be-
IIU. .. ¥ BCE ITO CTOUT TaM IIeJIble BEKa; BOKPYT I0Ma POMa/IHbIN
NapK, U cajipl, U IEPEBbs, BETBU KOTOPBIX JOCTAIOT 10 3€MJIA. —
OHa oCcTaHOBWJIACh U OMSITh B3/IOXHYJA. — A OoJIbllie HUYero, —
HEOXUJAHHO 3aKOHYMJIA OHA.

Mepu HEeBOJIbHO Havasia MpUCIymmBarhesi. Bee 310 ObUIO Tak
He noxoxe Ha MHauio, a Bce HOBOe Beeraa npusiiekaio ee. Ho
OHA HEe HaMepeBasach MOKa3bIBaTh, YTO €€ ITO UHTEPECYET. DTO
OblIa OfIHA U3 €€ HeCYACTHBIX, HEMPUATHBIX MPUBBIYEK.

OHna cupgeia Morya.

— Hy, urto Tl gymaernib 060 BceM 3TOM? — CIIPOCHJIA MHCCHC
Memiok.

— Huyero, — otBeTwia oHa. — $I HUYEro He 3HaI0 MPO TaKue
MecTa.

DTO 3aCTaBWIO MHUCCUC MEUIOK paccMesATbCsl KOPOTKUM



CMEIITKOM.

— Jla THI IOXOXa Ha CTapyXy, — CKa3aja oHa. — Pa3Be Te0s 310
He OECIIOKOUT?

— D70 BCe paBHO, OECIIOKOUT WM HET, — OTBETWIa Mepu.

— Hy 181, noxanyi, rnpasa, — ckazajia MUccuc MeJjiok, — 3To
Bce paBHO. [louemy nMeHHO TeOs1 Ha/lO JiepkaTh B MuccenbTy-
9UiT-M>3HOpe, 5 He 3Hal0, pa3Be TOJIBKO IOTOMY, UTO 3TO yI0OHee
Bcero. OH He OyzieT To0O0i OUeHb 3aHMMAThCS, 3TO-TO BEPHO, OH
HUKOITIA 1 HUKEM HE 3aHUMAaeTCs.

OnHa BIpyr OCTaHOBWJIACh, KaKk OyATO BOBpPEeMsI BCIIOMHUB O
YEM-TO.

— ¥ Hero crivHa KpuBasi, — CKazajia OHa. — JTO ero UCTIOPTHUIIO.
OH ObUT YTPIOMBII YeJIOBEK U He TIOJIb30BAJICSI HU CBOUMHU JICHb-
raMH, HA CBOMM IIOMECTbEM, IIOKA HE JKEHUJICS.

Barisin Mepu ocTaHOBWIICS HA HEl, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE ee HaMe-
peHus He BbIKa3biBaTh MHTepeca. OHa HUKOTJA He Aymasia, uTo
ropOyH MOXET KeHUTbCsI, ¥ OblJIa HECKOJIBKO yauBJieHa. Muccrc
MenJiok 3aMeTrIa 3TO, U TaK KaK OHa Oblia O4YeHb OOIT/IMBA, TO
poaoyIKaia ¢ OOJBIIMM OXUBJIeHUEeM. Bo BeskoM citydae, 310
OBbLI CIOCOO YOUTH BpeMs.

— Ona Obl1a Takast MUJIasi, KpacuBasi, 1 OH rOTOB ObLT OOOWTH
BCIO 3eMJTIO, YTOOBI IOCTAaTh €l ake OBUIMHKY, KOTOPYIO i XO-
Tesock. .. Korjga ona ymepna. ...

Mepu HEBOJIBHO B3/IpOTHYJIA.

— O, Tak oHa ymepia! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OHAa MIOYTU MPOTUB BO-
ym. OHa TOJIBKO YTO BCTIOMHMJIA, YTO KOT/Ia-TO YMTasIa (DpaHIry3-



CKYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW TOBOPUJIOCH O OeIHOM ropOyHe U Tpe-
KPaCHOM MPUHIIECCE, U €1 BAPYT CTalo kajlab MucTepa KpaBeHa.

— Hla, oHa ymepna, — oTBeTMI1a MUccUC MeJIoK, — U € TeX Mop
OH crau elnie 6osnee crpanHbIM. OH HUKeM He uHTepecyetcsi. OH
He XoueT BujeTh moeil. OH 1o OoJbIel YacTh B pa3be3ax, a
Korga oH B MuccenbTysuTe, TO 3aupaeTcs B 3aNaHOM (oinresie
¥ He TyCKaeT K ceOe HuKoro, kpome [Tuyepa. [Tiuuep yxe crapuk,
HO OH XO/IWJI 32 HUM, KOTJIa OH ObLI ellle peOeHKOM, U 3HaeT Bce
€ro MPUBBIYKHU.

Bce 310 04YeHb moxoske ObLIO Ha pacCcKas U3 KHIKKHY U HE 0CO-
6eHHO oboapuiio Mepu. [IoM ¢ COTHEI0 KOMHAT, ABEPH KOTOPBIX
3arepThl, JIOM Ha Kpalo CTeNH — YTO Obl 3TO HU 3HAYMIIO, BO BCEM
9TOM OBUIO YTO-TO MpauHoe. M JesioBek ¢ KpUBOM CITMHOM, KO-
TOPBIM TOXE 3anupaercs!

Mepu riisiziesia B OKHO, Kperko cxaB ryosl. Eif kazanoch B no-
psIlIKe Belllel, YTO BAPYT XJIbIHYJIM KOChIE cepble OTOKHU IOk s,
y/apsisi B OKOHHBIE CTEeKJIa U cTeKas 1o HuM... Ecium Obl Kpacu-
Bas keHa mucTepa KpaBeHa Obuia x¥Ba, OHa MOTJIa Obl O)KUBUTD
MpayYHBII IOM, KaK ee MaTh: oHa Oerasa Obl Ty/1a U CIofa, e3/Ir1a
Obl B TOCTH, KaK OHa, B IJIaThsiX ¢ KpyxkeBamu. Ho ee yxe 00sb-
11e He ObLIO.

— Tol He nymaii, yto yBuauuIb MucTepa KpaBeHa, — ckazana
muccuc MeUiok, — IecSITh IIAHCOB MPOTUB OJHOTO, YTO HE YBU-
avinb. U He ymaid, yTo KTo-HUOYb B IOME CTaHET ¢ TOOOH Be-
CTH pa3roBophl. Thl TOKHA OyJIeIb UTPaTh U caMa ceOsl 3aHH-
Mmath. Tebe CKaxyT, B Kakue KOMHATHI TeOe MOKHO XOUTDb U B



Kakue Hesb3s... CafoB 3/1ech JOBOJIBHO, HO, KOT/Ia ThI Oy/elllb B
JOMe, He 1IaTaicsa U He 3ariaapBai nosciogy. Mucrep Kpssen
9TOTO He JIIOOUT.

— 51 1 He 3ax0uy MITH 3aITIAAbIBATH TOBCIOAY, — KMCJIO CKa3a-
Ja Mepu, U Tak ke BHE3aIHO, KaK B HEW MOSABUJIACH KAJIOCTh K
mucrepy Kpaseny, xanocTts 3Ta ncyessa; OHa IogyMasa, 4ro Ta-
KO HETIPUATHBIM YEJIOBEK 3aCy’KMBAET BCETO TOrO, YTO C HUM
CIIyYMJIOCH.

Ona 00epHyach JIMIIOM K MOKPbIM OKHaM M CTajla CMOTPETb
Ha cepble NOTOKM JOXK[s, KOTOPBIM, Ka3aJ0Ch, HUKOIZIA HE MOT
NIEPEeCTaTh; CMOTpPEJa OHA TAK JOJTO M MPUCTAIBHO, YTO CEphIM
LBET CTaJl CryLIaThCs MPeJ €€ I71a3aMU; U OHA CKOPO YCHYJIA.



I'nasa II1

OHa cniasia 10/ro ¥ KOrjaa NpoCHYJIack, MUCCUC MeUIOK KyTu-
Jla Ha OJTHOM CTAHIIMU KOP3UHKY C 3aKYCKOM, M OHU OEJIU XOJIO/I-
HOro Msica, Xjieda ¢ MacjoM M HallWJIMCh Topstdero Jamo. Joxkab
CTaJ ellle CUiIbHee, U Ha CTAaHIIUY BCE XOJIUIM B MOKPBIX OJIeCTsi-
IIMX HEMPOMOKAaEMBIX Iamax. KoOHIyKTop 3axker B BaroHe JiaM-
bl, 1 MUCCUC MeJIoK OueHb OXKHMBHJIACH OJlarojapsl yawo u 3a-
Kycke. Ejla oHa oueHb MHOTO ¥ ITOTOM cama TOKe yCHyJ1a; a Mepu
cujiena, CMOTpeia, Kak nuisna Muccuc Memiok ciBurajiach Ha-
OOK, TIOKa OISITh He YCHYJIa B YIJTy BaroHa, yOalokaHHasI CTYKOM
JIOKIS1 B OKHO.

Korna ona mpocHynach, ObUTO yke J0BOJBHO TeMHO. [loe3n
CTOSUT y CTaHILIMK, U MUCCUC MeUIOK BCTpsAXMBaJIa €e.

— W ycHyna xe 1h1! — ckazana oHa. — [Topa OTKpbITh [1a3a. 1O
cranuus TysuT, 1 HaM ellle JOJro NPUAETCs exaTh Ha JIOMIAsIX.

Mepu Bctasa, crapasich AepXkarb IJlaza OTKPBITHIMH, IMOKa
muccuc Memok coOupana cBou CBepTKH. [leBouka He BbI3Ba-
Jlach IOMOYb €, MOTOMY 4YTO B VIHAWM Ty3eMHbIE CIIyTH BCEraa
MOABIMAJIM ¥ HOCWJIM BCE, Y CYMTAJIOCh BITOJIHE €CTECTBEHHBIM,
YTOOBI OJTHU JIFOAM MTPUCTYKUBATIN IPYTHM.

Crannus Oblia MaJieHbKasi, U, KpOMe HUX, HA HEll HUKTO He
BBIILIEN U3 BaroHa. Bosze miatdopmsl CTos sKunax, 1 Mepu
Cpasy yBHJIENA, YTO SKHUIAK ObLT IET0IeBaThIi; TAKOW Ke IEero-
JIeBaThIN Jlaken noacaauni ee. Koria oH 3axJ10mHys IBepILy, BCKO-



YMJI Ha KO3JIBl PAAOM C KyYEpOM M OHU TPOHYJIMCh, Mepu ouy-
THJIACh B YIOTHOM YIJTy SKHIIaKa C MATKOW OOMBKOM, HO CTIaTh e
yXk OOJIbLIE HE XOTEJIOCh.

Ona cujena u ¢ JI0OONbITCTBOM CMOTpEJIa B OKHO: €l OueHb
XOTEJIOCh YBUJIETh YTO-HUOY/Ib HA JOPOTe, TI0 KOTOPOY €€ BE3JIH B
9TO CTPaHHOE MECTO, O KAaKOM e roBopwuia Muccuc Meok. Ona
He Obl1a poOKOIA OT MPUPOJIBI U TENEePb HE OCOOEHHO Myraach. ..
HO MaJIO JIX YTO MOXET CIYYUTBCS B JOME C COTHEW KOMHAT, KO-
TOpBIE MIOYTH BCE 3alIEpPThl, B IOME, CTOSAIIEM Ha Kpako CTeIu?

— YT0 TaKoe crens? — BHE3AIHO CIIPOCHIIA OHA MUCCHC Men-
JIOK.

— A TbI BHIVIAHM B OKHO MUHYT 4epe3 JeCATb U TOrja yBU-
JMIIb, — OTBETWJIA Ta. — Ham elne npuzercs npoexars NATh MUIb,
npeske 4yeM Mbl Jjodepemcsl A0 Joma. MHOro Teneps He YBU-
JWIIb, TOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHAsI, HO YTO-HUOY/Ib BCE-TaKN MOK-
HO Pa3[IsAJeTh.

Mepu He 3a1aBasia OOJIbIIIE HUKAKMX BOMPOCOB, a CUAENA U
KJaJla B CBOEM TEMHOM YITIy, YCTPEMHUB IIa3a HA OKHO. PoHa-
pU KapeTsl Opocasiy JIyur CBeTa Ha HEOOJIBIIIOE pacCTOsSTHYE BIe-
ped... u nepes Mepu menbkanu Buabl goporu. Korga oHu Bbl-
€XaJlv CO CTaHLMU, TO IPOEXaJIM KPOXOTHYIO IEPEBEHBKY, 1 Me-
pY BHJETIa BhIOSICHHBIE KOTTEeIKH U (DOHAPH TABEPHBI.

[loroM OHUM Npoexayii MMUMO LIEPKBU U JOMa CBAILLIECHHHUKA,
IpoeXxaji MUMO OCBEIIIEHHOI'O OKHA JIABKH, I/1e ObLIM BbICTaBIIE-
HBI JU1S1 IPOAAKU UTPYILKH, CJIACTH U eIlle KOe-KaKue TOBaphl, U
HAKOHELl BHIEXaJIX Ha ITPOE3KYIO 10pory, rae Mepu Buaena Tosb-



KO JIepeBbsi U u3ropoau. Ilocsae 3Toro oueHs 10aroe BpeMsi HU-
9ero Apyroro He OBUIO BHIHO.

Hakoner jiomaay nomnui MejieHHee, TOUYHO MOABIMASICh B IO-
PY, ¥ CKOPO MCYE3JIH JIaXke IEPEBbs1 U U3ropoau. Mepu HUJero He
MoTrJIa BUJIETh, TAK KaK BOKPYT OblIa HeripoHuiiaemas Thma. OHa
HAKJIOHWIACh BIIEpPE]l U MPUKaIACh JIMIIOM K OKHY, KaKk BAPYT
KapeTy CUJIbHO TPSXHYJIO.

— Bor tenepp Mbl B crenu, — ckazaia muccuc Memsok. ®o-
HApH KapeTbl OpOCcaii KENTHIN CBET HA HEPOBHYIO IOPOTY, KO-
TOpasi, Ka3ajock, MpoJieraja Mexay KyCTOB U HU3KUX PACTEHUU,
YXOIMBIIHUX Ky/Ia-TO B HEOOBSATHOE TEMHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OKPY-
’aBillee X co Bcex ctopoH. [TogpiMasics Betep, B IMKOM BOE KO-
TOPOTO CJIBIIIAJIUCH CTPAHHBIE HU3KUE IIETECTSIUE 3BYKH.

— 3710... 9T0 Beap He Mope? — ckazana Mepu, 0OepHYBIIHCH
Y V151151 Ha CBOIO CITyTHHILY.

— Her, He Mope, — oTBeTH/1a MUccUC MeJioK, — U 3TO He TOo-
Jisl K HE TOPHI, a IPOCTO 1IeJIble MUJIA TUKOW 3eMJI, HA KOTOPOU
HUYEro He pacTeT, KpOMe BEPECKa, JpOKa U TEPHOBHUKA, U T1IE
BOJSITCS TOJIBKO JUKUE TIOHU /14 OBIIBI.

— A MHe KaxkeTcsl, YTO 3TO ObUIO ObI TTOXOKE Ha MOpe, €Clii
0 371ech OblIa Bosia, — ckazana Mepu. — Bot Terneps 310 nymur,
TOYHO MOpE.

— ITO BeTep BOET B KycTax, — cKkazayia muccuc Mejok. — [o-
MOEMY, 3TO TUKOE, yCTHIHHOE MECTO, XOTS OHO MHOTUM Hpa-
BUTCSI, OCOOCHHO KOTI/Ia IIBETET BEPECK.

OnHu Bce exayiv BHepel B TIIyOOKOUW ThMe; JIOK/Ib TIepecTall,



HO BeTep MPOJOJIKal 3aBbIBAaTh TaK K€ CTPAHHO, KaK IpPek/e.
Jlopora 1uia To B ropy, TO IIOJ TOPY, U HECKOJIBKO pa3 KapeTa
npoe3kaa 1o HeOOJbIIMM MOCTUKAM, MOJ] KOTOPbIMU OBICTPO U
IIYMHO TEKJIa BOJa.

Mepu Kazanoch, 4TO 3TOMY MYTEHIECTBUIO He OyJeT KOHIIA;
LIMPOKas yrpioMasi CTeb MPEACTABIIIIACH €1 ITMPOKUM ITIPOCTO-
POM TEMHOI'O OK€aHa, Yepe3 KOTOPbIM OHA MPOe3Xkaja Mo y3Kou
TIOJIOCKE 3E€MJIU.

— MHe 310 He HpaBUTCS, — CKa3aJia OHa camon cede. — MHe 310
He HpaBUTCA. — M OHa elre Kperrye CTHCHY/Ia CBOM TOHKHE T'YOBI.

Jlomagu noppiManuck B ropy, korga Mepu BIiepBble 3aMeTH-
JIa CBET BAAJIM. 3aMeTusIa ero U Muccuc Meisiok v MpoTSAKHO, C
oOJyileryeHreM B3I0XHYIA.

— 4l Tak paza BUIETH, UTO TaM MepLAET OrOHEK! — BOCKJIMK-
HyJIa OHA. — DTO CBET B OKHE CTOPOKKHU. MBI BO BCAKOM Cllydae
MOJTYYMM 10 YalIKe Yalo, TOJIbKO MOI0KANA YYTOUKY.

[Tpunuioch NEMCTBUTENBHO MONOKIATh «UyTOUKY», KaK OHA
BBIpa3WJIach, IOTOMY 4TO KOIZIa KapeTa yke Bbexalla 3a Orpamy
napKa, UM OCTaBaJIOCh €1Ie POeXaTh OKOJIO IByX MUJIb I10 aJUIEE;
BETBU [IEPEBbEB NIOUYTU CXOAWIUCH HAJl TOJIOBOU, ¥ IPUXOAUIIOCH
€XaTh TOYHO MO JUIMHHBIM TEMHBIM CBOJIOM.

W3-nog 31010 cBOJA OHM BHIEXAJM HA JIyKAUKY U OCTAHOBU-
JICh TIpEJi OYEHDb JJIMHHBIM, HO HU3KUM JOMOM, [IOCTPOEHHBIM
BOKPYI' BBIMOIIIEHHOTO KaMHEM JBopa. MepH cHaudasa 1okasa-
JIOCh, YTO B OKHaX BOBCE He ObUIO CBETa; HO, BBHIIJISI U3 KAPEThI,
OHA YBUJEJIA, YTO B OOHOM KOMHATE B YIIIy BEPXHETO 3TaXa BUJI-



HEJICS TYCKJIbIN CBET.

Bxonnas nBepp OblTa rpoMajiHasi, ciejaHHast 13 MACCUBHBIX
OyOOBBIX JIOCOK CTPaHHOU (pOpPMBI, C OOJBIIUMU KeJE3HBIMU
I'BO3/SIMU M CKpEIUIEeHHasl MIMPOKUMHU Tojiocamu xenieza. OHa
BeJla B TPOMAJHYIO0 TEPEIHIO, KOTOpas Obljla O4YeHb TYCKJIO
OCBEIIEHA, U JIMLA TOPTPETOB HA CTEHAX U (PUTYPBI B CTAPUHHBIX
Jocnexax IMpou3BesM Ha Mepu Takoe BIeYaTJIEHUE, YTO €l He
XOTEJIOCh CMOTPETh Ha HUX.

Korna ona crosiia B 3TOM KOMHATe C KAMEHHBIM MOJIOM, TO
Ka3aJ1aCh TAKOW MaJICHbKOW CTPAaHHOM YEPHOU (PUTYPKOH U UyB-
cTBOBasla ceOsl TOXkEe KAKOU-TO MaJeHbKOH CTPaHHOM U 3a0po-
HIEHHOWU.

OKoJ10 CIyrv, OTBOPUBLIETO UM JIBEPb, CTOST €llle KAaKOU-TO
YOITOPHBIN CTapUK.

— BBl JOIKHBI OTBECTH JIEBOUKY B €€ KOMHATY, — CKa3ajl OH
XPUILIBIM rojiocoM. — OH He XoueT ee BUJeTb. OH yTpOM ye3:Kaer
B JIOHI0H.

— Ouens xopomo, mucrep [Inuep, — orBernna muccuc Men-
JIOK, — €CJT sI TOJILKO 3HAI0, YTO OT MeHsI TpedyeTcs, TO 5 YK Cy-
MEIO BCE YCTPOUTb.

— Ot Bac BOT utO Tpedyercsi, Muccuc MemJiok, — cKazaia MH-
crep [Tiuep, — 4TOOBI BB IOCTApAIUCh HE OECTIOKOUTD €0 1 UTO-
Obl OH HE BUJEJ TOTO, YEro He KeJIaeT BUAETb.

[Tocne storo Mepu JleHHOKC MOBeau BBEPX MO IIMPOKOU
JIECTHUIIE, TIOTOM MO JJMHHOMY KOPUAOPY, OMATh BBEPX IO
HeOOJIBINON JIECTHHUIIE, €Ille TT0 OJHOMY KOPHUJIOPY H ellle 10 Ofl-



HOMY; IIOTOM B CTEHE OTBOPWJIACH ABEPb, U Mepu ouyTuiach
B KOMHaTe, TJie TOMWICS KaMHUH U Ha CToJe ObUT MPUTOTOBJICH
YKHH.

— Hy, Tenepsb koHel, — GecliepeMOHHO cka3ajia Muccuc Mej-
JIOK, — 9Ta ¥ COCeJHss1 KOMHATa OTBEJEHBI TeOe; TYT Thl U JOJIK-
Ha cuziets. He 3a0bIBaii sToro!

Takum o6pazom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTysiT-MaHOD.



I'naBa IV

Y1pom Mepu OTKpbLIa I71a3a TOJABKO MOTOMY, YTO B KOMHa-
Ty BOIILIa MOJIOJIEHbKAsI CITy’)KaHKa, 4TOObI 3aTONMUTh KaMuH. OHa
CTOsUJIa Ha KOJIEHSIX BO3JIE KAMMHA, C IIyMOM BbIrpedasi U3 Hero
301y, 1 Mepu niexajia 1 cMOTpesia Ha Hee HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/I,
MOTOM CTaJjia OCMaTpuBaTh KOMHaTy. OHa HUKOIJa HE BUesa Ta-
KO KOMHAThI, KOTOpasi MoKa3asach el OueHb CTPAHHOW U Mpay-
HoM. CTeHbI ObLITN MOKPHITHI TKAHBIMU 000SIMU, Ha KOTOPBIX OBbLIT
n300paxeH JiecHoi Buj. Tam ObuM (paHTACTUYECKH Pa3ofeThie
JIOITY TIOJ] ICPEBbSIMU, a B OTAAJICHUW BUTHEJIMCh OAllTHY 3aMKa.
Tam ObLIM OXOTHUKH, JaMbl, COOAKH, JIOIaau, 1 Mepu Ka3aaoch,
YTO OHA camMa TOXe B Jiecy BMecTe ¢ HUMU. M3 riyOokoro okHa
OHA MOIJIAa BUJIETh OOIIMPHOE OTIIOTOE MPOCTPAHCTBO 3EMIIH, Ha
KOTOPOM BOBCE He OBUIO JePEBbEB M KOTOPOE OYEHb MOXOMIIO
Ha Oe3rpaHuYHOE TYCKJIO-ITypITypHOE MOpE.

— Yro 370 Takoe? — crpocusia OHa, MOKa3bIBasl MAIbIEM B OK-
HO.

Mornonenbkas ciykanka, Mapra, KOTopasi TOIbKO YTO MOHSI-
Jlach Ha HOTH, MIOCMOTpeEsia B OKHO U TOXeE yKa3aJia MabIeM.

— Bon Tam? — cnipocuiia oHa.

- Ha.

— D70 CTelb, — CKa3aJjia OHa C IMUPOKOH, JOOPOTYIITHOM YITbIO-
koil. — OHa Tebe He HpaBUTCS ?

— Her, — orBeTriia Mepu, — 51 ee HEHaBUKY.



— DTO NOTOMY, UTO Thl K HEMl HE NMPUBBIKJIA, — CKa3asla Mapra,
Ui Ha3al K KaMuHy. — Thl TyMaellb, 9To OHa CJIMIITKOM OOJTb-
mas v rosiasi? Ho oHa Tebe nmoHpaBuTCs.

— A 1ebe HpaBuTcs? — cripocuia Mepu.

— KoneuHno, — Beceno orBetwiia Mapra, BeITUpast KAMUHHYIO
pemreTky. — S moo6mo crenb. OHa BoBce He rofasi. BecHoii Tam
YyJIECHO, KOIJja IIBETET BEPECK M JAPOK; TOrAA TaM IaXHET Me-
JIOM U CTOJIBKO IPOCTOPY U BO3yXY, HEOO KaKeTCs TAKUM BBICO-
KMM-BBICOKMM! A TTY€eJIbl ¥ ’KaBOPOHKH MOKOT U KYKKaT, U IIIyM
Takou MpUATHBIA. O, 51 ObI HU 32 YTO HE MOKHUHYJIA CTeNb!

Mepu ciymasa ee ¢ Cepbe3HbIM, 033JAYEHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM
nvna. Ty3emHble clyru, K KOTOPbIM OHa MpuUBbIKIIa B THIMM, ObI-
71 BOBCE He Takue, Kak Maprta. OHu Bceraa Obl paOosIeHbI
M TI0I000CTPACTHBI M HE CMEJIM TOBOPUTH CO CBOMMH T'OCIIONIA-
MU TakK, Kak paBHble UM. OHU JIeJlayid «cajlaaM>», Ha3bIBAJIM UX
«TIOKPOBUTENSIMUA O€/IHBIX» U TOMY MOAOOHBIMU UMeHamu. VH-
JUICKOTO CIIYTy HE MPOCWIU CAeaTh TO WK JIPyroe, eMy Mpu-
KasbiBaJi. Tam He ObLIO 0OBIYAst TOBOPUTH CITYTE «ITOKATYHCTa»
u «Onarogapio», 1 Mepu Bcerja jJaBaja MoleyrHbl CBOEH aild,
korja Obl1a cepauta. OHa HEBOJIBHO MOAyMalia O TOM, YTO CJe-
nana 6p1 Mapra, eciiv Obl OHa B3IyMasia JIaTh € MOIIeYrHY.

Mapra ObU1a osTHast, pyMstHasi, TOOPOIYIITHAS HA BUJI JICBYIII-
Ka, HO B ée MaHepax ObUIO UTO-TO PeLIUTeIbHOE U cMelioe, U Me-
pY TIOlyMaJia, 4To OHa, MOXKATyi, OTBETUIa Obl TOXE MOIIEeYH-
HOM, 0COOEHHO ecyM ee yaapuiia Obl MaJieHbKasi JeBOUKA.

— Tol cTpaHHas ciykaHKa, — JOBOJIBHO BBICOKOMEPHO ITPOro-



Bopuiia Mepu ¢ noayIiex.

Mapra npricena Ha KOPTOUKH, Jiepka B pyKax INETKY, U pac-
cMesiTach 6e3 BCAKOTO MPU3HAKa THeBa.

— O, s 370 3HaI0, — cKa3zana oHa. — Ecim 6wl 30ech, B Muc-
CeJNIbTY3MTe, OblJIa HACTOAIIAS TOCIIOXKa, s1 Obl HUKOTJA HE MOT-
J7a OBITh 1aXke BTOPOI TOPHUYHOU. MeHs Obl, IOKaTy#, B3sUTH B
CYIIOMOVKH, HO HUKOIJIa He IyCTUIX Obl B BEpPXHKME KOMHATHI. 51
CJIMIIIKOM IPOCTasi ¥ FOBOpIO Mo-iopkiupcku. Ho 1ot 1om Ka-
KOW-TO CTPaHHBIN, B HEM TOYHO HU TOCMIOJIMHA, HA TOCTIOXH HET,
kpoMme muctepa [Tnuepa u muccuc Memyok. Mucrep KpaseH He
TMOOUT, YTOOBI €r0 YeM-HUOYIb OECTIOKOMIIH, KOTJa OH 3/1eCh, U
OH TIOYTH TMOCTOSIHHO B OTbe3ae. Muccuc Mensiok no godpore
CBOel Aana MHe 3To MecTo. OHa CKa3ajia MHE, YTO HUKOI/IA He
crenaia Obl 3TOTrO, ecu Obl MuUCCenbTyUT ObUT KaK JIpyrue 00-
ratble JoMa.

— A Temniepb THI Oyzelb MOsi clykaHka? — cripocuiia Mepu
BCE TEM K€ BHICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM, K KOTOPOMY OHa MPHUBbIKJIA
B Ungun.

Mapra onsATh Havajaa YMCTUTh PEIETKY.

— I cnyxaHka Muccuc MeJUiok, — rop/io cKazaja OHa, — a OHa
ciykaHka muctepa KpapeHa, Ho s1 Oymy yOuparh TyT KOMHATBI
¥ HEMHOTO TpHCITyXuBarh Tede. Tonbko Tebe MHOro yciuyr He
[IOHAJ00UTCH.

— A K10 Oyaer MeHs ofeBaTh? — cripocuiia Mepu.

Mapra onsTth npucesia Ha KOPTOYKU U YCTaBUJIACh HA Hee; OT
W3yMJICHU I OHA OITSITh 3arOBOPUJIA C TPOTSKHBIM HOPKITUPCKUAM



AKILIEHTOM.

— Pa3Be Tl HE MOXKeEIlb cama OfIEThCA? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— Yro 310 3HaunT? 1 He MOHMMAIO TBOETO SA3BbIKA, — CKa3aJia
Mepu.

— O, s 3a0b11a, — cKkazasa Mapra. — Muccuc Meuiok Besena
MHE CJIETUTh 3a COOOM, a TO Thl HE MIOUMEIIIb, UTO 51 TOBOpI0. Tak
Thl HE MOXKEIlIb Cama HAJIETh IJIaThs1?

— Her, — noutu ¢ HerogosanueM orseTriia Mepu. — f Hukorga
B KM3HM TOro He Jenana. MeHs Bcerna oeBaa Mosi aia.

— Ecmu Tak, To Tebe nopa HayuuThes, — ckazana Mapra, ode-
BUJTHO, HE TIOJJ03PEBAasi, YTO TOBOPUT JEP30OCTU. — ITO HE CIIMIII-
KoM paHo. Tebe OyneT oueHb MOJIe3HO CAMOM YXaKMBATh 32 CO-
60i1. Most MaTh Bcerja roBOpUT, YTO HE TIOHUMAET, TIOYEMY 3TO
y BaXKHBIX Oap JIeTH He BHIPACTAIOT HAOUTBIMU JTypaKkaMu: Belb
y HMX BCEria HSHbKM U WX BCErjaa Jpyrue MOKT U OJIEBAIOT, U
I'YJIATh BBIBOIAT, TOUYHO LIEHST.

— B npnn Bce nHave, — npe3purebHO ckasaina Mepu. OHa
elBa Biajena coOou.

Ho Mapra H1uuyTh HE CMyTWJIACh.

— OHO ¥ BUJHO, YTO MHAYe, — CKa3ajla OHa COYYBCTBEHHO. —
A nymaro, 310 IOTOMY, YTO TaM TaKOE MHOKECTBO YEPHOKOKHUX
BMECTO MOPSIOUHBIX Oesbix Jiofei. Koryia s yenmbimana, 9rto Thl
efels ciona u3 Miuauu, s nogymasia, 4to Thl TOXKE YEPHOKOXKast !

Mepu cena Ha IOCTENH, CTPALLHO Pa3bspeHHAs.

— Yro! — BockimkHysa oHa. — Yro! Tel fymaia, 4to {1 Ty3em-
ka! Tel... cBUHOE OTpOIBE THI!



Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee U BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— Koro b1 6pannib? — ckazana ona. — Tebe He Haslo Tak cep-
JUTHCs. bapbliliHe He cieAyeT Tak TOBOPUTh. S pOBHO HUYEro He
MMEI0 MPOTUB YepHOKOXkMX. Korja mpo HUX yuTaellb B KHUX-
Kax, TO OHU BCE TaKMe PeJIMTMO3HbIe; B KHIKKAaX Bellb CKa3aHo,
9TO YEPHOKOKHME TOXKE JIIOAW U HAllK OpaThs... A s HAKOTJA He
BUJIajIa YEPHOKOXKETO YeJIOBEKa U OUYeHb 00paIoBajiach, IOTOMY
YTO MOAyMaJia, 9To YBUXKY OJIU3KO XOTh ofHoro. Korja s mpuriia
clofia yTpoM, 4To0 3aTOMUTh KaMUH, 5 TIOAKPAIach K TBOEH IO-
CTEJI U OCTOPOXKHO TPUTIOHSIIA OJEsI0, YTOOBI TIOTJISIIETh Ha
Te0s1. U TyT-TO 91 yBUAENa, — no0aBWIa OHA Pa30YapOBaHHO, —
YTO Thl HUYYTh HE YEpHEE MEHs1, HECMOTPsI Ha TO UTO TaKasl jKeJl-
Tas!

Mepu faxe He crapaiach CIEPKUBATh CBOETO IHEBA.

—To1 tymana, uto g ry3emka! Kak to1 cmMena! Thl uX coBceM He
3Haelb! OHU He JII0[IU, OHU CIIYTU, KOTOPbIE TOJIKHbBI KJIAHSTh-
ca! Tel HUUero He 3Haemb npo Muauio! Tel coBceM HUYEro He
3HaelIb!

Omna Obl1a Tak B30eIeHa ¥ YyBCTBOBasa ceOsl TaKou Oecro-
MOIITHOM TTpeJl HAUBHBIM B3IJIs11I0M MapThbl, U B TO %€ caMOe Bpe-
Ms BAPYT TIOYYBCTBOBaJIA ce0s1 TAKOW OIMHOKOM, TAKOW JTAJIEKON
OT BCEro TOTO, YTO OHA MOHUMAJIA U YTO TIOHMUMAJIO ee, 4TO Opo-
CWJIACh JIMIIOM B TIOAYIIKY U pa3pasuiach peiaanusmu. OHa Tak
Oe3ylepkHO phiaia, 4Tto AoOpodyiiHas Mapra gaxe wcmyra-
JIach M €M CTaJIO aJjib JeBouku. OHa mojonuia K IoCTe/n U Ha-
KJIOHWIAch K Mepu.



— He nano tak makars! — crana ona ynpammsare. — [Ipaso,
He Hajo. Sl He 3Hana, 4To THl Tak paccepaulbes! 1 Taku BoBce
HUYETO HE 3Halo, Kak Thl ckaszaia. [Ipomry npomenus, mucc. Ile-
pecTaHb ke IIaKaTh!

B ee crpaHHO# HMOPKIMPCKON peud U CIIOKOMHBIX MaHepax
OBLJIO YTO-TO YCIOKAUBAIOIIIEE, APYKETIOOHOE, YTO XOPOIIIO JIeH-
cTBOBaJI0 HA Mepu. OHa MOCTENeHHO nepecTana IJlakaTh U 3a-
THXJa. MapTa, BUAMMO, TOYYBCTBOBAJIa OOJIerYeHue.

— A Terepp mopa Tebe BcTaBaTh, — CKa3ajga oHa. — Muccuc
Memiok ckazania, 4ToOBbl 1 IPUHOCHJIA B COCE/IHIOI KOMHATY
TBOW 3aBTpaK, 00e/ v yxuH. Tam Tebe ycrpomn netckyio. 5 te-
6e MoMOTy OfIEThCsI, €CJIU Thl BcTaHelllb. Eciu myroBuiibl y TeOs
Ha IJIaThe C3aU, TO Thl X HE MOJXKEIllb CaMa 3aCTETHYTh.

[Mporiecc ogeBanbst HAy4MII UX 00enXx Koe-yeMy. Mapra 4acto
3acTeruBajia CBOUX CeCTPEHOK M OpaTuIlieK, HO HUKOT/a elle He
BUjiena peOeHKa, KOTOPBIN CTOsLT Obl HEMOIBUKHO U K1, TIOKa
KTO-HUOYIb APYTOW C/IENAET JIJIsl HEro Bce YTO HaJo, Kak OyaTo
y HEro camoro He ObUIO HU PYK, HU HOT.

— IMoueMy ThI cama He HaJieBaelllb OAINMAKOB? — CIPOCHUIIA
OHa, Korja MepH npecrnokoiHO MOJACTaBUIIA €M HOTY.

— Mos aiid penana 3to, — orBeTMWsIa MepH, yCTaBUBIIUCH Ha
Hee. — Takoil Tam oObIvai.

OHa OYeHb YacTO TOBOPHJIA: «TaKOH ObUT 0ObIYai». Ty3em-
HBIE CJIYI'M BCerjga roBOpwiv 3T0. EcaM UM npuKasbiBaIu cie-
JIaTh YTO-HUOY/Ib, YETO IieJIble BeKa He JIeNIaJId UX MPEIKHU, OHU C
KPOTKHMM B3[JISIIOM OTBeuasin: «OQObIyaii He TAKOB», — U BCSKUIN



3HAJI, YTO STUM JIEJI0 KOHYAJIOCh.

«O0bI4ait ObLT TAaKOB», YTO MepH HIUEro He Jefajia cama, a
TOJIBKO CTOSUIA U TIO3BOJISUIA ONIETh ceOsl, TOUHO KYKJIa.

Panblitie yem oHa rotoBa Oblla UATH 3aBTpaKaTh, OHA yXke Ha-
Yasa rmoao3peBarh, 4To KU3Hb B MUCCENbTYI1Te HAyYUT €€ MHO-
rOMY, COBEPIIIEHHO HEU3BECTHOMY €ii: HarpuMep, HaJieBaTh uyJi-
KU ¥ OallIMaky, MojIblIMaTh BCE, YTO OHA POHSLIA.

Ecmu 661 Mapra Oblia XOpomo OOy4YeHHOM, «HACTOSIIIEN»
TOPHUYHOM, OHA ObLIa ObI O0JIee MOUTUTENLHOM U YCITY KITMBOY U
3Hau1a Obl, YTO € MOJIaraeTcsi pacyechBaTh BOJIOCHI, 3aCTETUBATh
OarMakw, MOJIHUMATh BEIIM U KJIACTh UX Ha MecTo. Ho oHa Oblia
npocTasi IepeBeHCKas JeBYIlKa, KOTOpasi BHIPOC/IA B KOTTE/IkKE
B CTEIH C IIeJION TOJION OpaTheB M cecTep, KOTOPHIM U B TOJIO-
BY HE MPUXOAMIIO, YTO MOKHO Yero-HuOy/Ib He AeaTh CAMUM U
HE YXaKMBaTh 32 MJIA/IIIIAMHU IETbMH, KOTOPHIE e11le TOIBKO Yuu-
JICh XOIUTb.

Ecmu 661 Mepu JleHHOKC Oblia TAKMM peOEHKOM, KOTOPOTrO
JIETKO Pa3BeCeUTh, OONTIUBOCTh MapThl, BEpOATHO, paCCMEIIH-
7a Ol ee; HO Mepy HEBO3MYTHMO CIIyIaia ee, YIUBISSICh pas-
BA3HOCTH ee MaHep. CHavyasia pa3roBop HUUYTh HE MHTEPECOBAI
ee, Ho Mapra npofomkana 100poayIHo 6onTtath, 1 Mepu crana
TIPUCITYIIIMBATHCS K €€ PeUH.

— Ecim Ob1 THI MX Bcex Bujiena! — ropopuiia Mapra. — Hac Beex
JBEHA/ILIATh YeJIOBEK, a OTel| MO MoTy4aeT BCero 1ecTHaALATh
IIWJUTMHTOB B HeJesmo. TpyTHO MaTepu HAKOPMUTH UX BCEX, CKa-
XKy s1 TeOe. Bce et 1ienblil IeHp UrpaioT B CTENH, U MaTh FOBO-



PUT, YTO OHM TOJICTEIOT OT CTEIHOro Bo3ayxa. OHa rOBOPUT, UTO
OHH, JIOJDKHO OBITh, €/ISIT TPaBy, Kak qukue nmoHu. Ham J[lukow,
eMy yKe ABEHaIaTh JIET, IPUPYINIT MOJIOAYIO JIOMIA/IKY-TIOHH 1
T'OBOPUT, YTO OHA Terepb ero.

— A rzie oH B3si1 ee? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— Hamen B crernu BMecTe ¢ Matepbio, KOrma oHa Oblia erre
coBceM MajieHbkass. OH cTaj mpupydarh ee, KOpMUTh XJIeOoM,
HIMIAaTh sl Hee TpaBy. M OHa Tak MPUBBIKJIA K HEMY, YTO XO-
JWT CJIeZIOM 32 HUM U TO3BOJISIET €MY CECThb el Ha criuHy. [{uKkoH
OYEHb JIOOPHII, ¥ KUBOTHBIE JIIOOST €ro.

¥V Mepu HuKoOra He ObIJI0 HUKAKOTO JXKMBOTHOTO, C KOTOPHIM
OHa MorJia Obl UTpaTh, U €l BCerga OYeHb XOTeJIOCh UMETh €ro.
Ona nouyBCTBOBaJIa Jake HEKOTOPbIA UHTEpeC K [IMKOHY; a Tak
KaK OHa HUKOT/1a HUKEM He HHTepecoBajach, KpoMe caMou ceos,
9TO, OYEBHUJIHO, OBUIO MPOOYkKICHUEM JT00POroO YyBCTBA.

Korja oHa Bolia B KOMHATy, B KOTOPOW YCTPOWUJIM JJIsl Hee
JeTCKYI0, TO YBUJIENa, YTO KOMHATA TIOX0Ka Ha Ty, B KOTOPOU OHa
crana. 1o OblIa KOMHATA He U1 peOeHKa, a It B3POCIIOro Je-
JIOBEKa, C MPaYHbIMH CTapbIMU KAaPTUHAMU Ha CTEHAX U C TSKe-
JILIMU CTapbIMH 1TyOOBBIMU CTYJIbsiMU. Ha cTose mocpeau koMHa-
THI CTOSUT XOpOIIWi 0OMIbHBIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepu Bcerna Obut
OYEHb IJIOXOH arIeTHT, U OHA PABHOYIIIHO B3IJISTHYJIA Ha Tiep-
BOe 01010, KoTopoe MapTa mocraBuia rnpe; Hew.

— $1 He xo4y 3TOrO, — CKa3aaa OHa.

— He xouems kamm?! — HeIOBEPUMBO BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Mapra.

— Her.



— To1 He 3Haelb, kKakasg oHa BKycHasi! [Tonoxu HeMHOXKO ma-
TOKM WIH caxapy!

— 41 He xouy, — nopropwia Mepu.

— Bort 31010 1 YX HE MOTy IEpEHOCUTb, — BOCKJIMKHY/1a Map-
Ta, — YTOOBI MOHAMPACHY OPTUJIM XOPOIITyio rposusuio! Eciu 6
32 3TUM CTOJIOM CHJEJIM HaIllh JIETH, OHU OBl €r0 B MATh MUHYT
ourcTuIn!

— INouemy? — xonoaHo cripocuiia Mepu.

— Ilouemy? — noBropuia, Kak 3xo, Mapra. — Iloromy, 4ro y
HUX TOYTU HUKOTJA B KU3HU He OBbLIO MOJTHBIX KeayakoB. OHu
BCerJla TaK TOJIO/IHBI, KaK JIETEHBIIN SCTpeOa WU JIUCHL.

— 41 He 3Ha10, 4YTO 3HAUUT OBITH FOJIOAHOM, — cKa3asia Mepu ¢
PaBHOIYIIIEM HEBEXIbI.

Mapra ¢ HerogoBaH1eM MOIJIAIENA HA HEe.

— Hy, Tebe oueHb MoJIE3HO ObLIIO OBl UCIBITATh TAKOE, 51 3TO
SICHO BMKY, — OTKPOBEHHO CKa3ajla OHa. — S Teprnerh He Mory
JI0fIeN, KOTOPbIE TOJIBKO CUJIAT JJa CMOTPST Ha BKyCHYIO efy. Kak
ObI MHE XOTEeJIOCh, YTOOBI BCE, UTO TYT HA CTOJIE, OBUIO B eIy~
Kax y [lukoHa, u ®wis, u J[keiH, 1 y BceX OCTaIbHBIX !

— Oryero ke Thl He OTHECEIlIb UM BCETO 3TOro? — MoCOBETO-
Basia Mepu.

— 9710 He Moe! — ropno oreBeTwiia Mapra. — U ceronHsa He Mo
BBIXOIHOM JIeHb. MHE J1al0T OTITYCK TOJIbKO pa3 B Mecsll, Kak 1
BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, U TOrJA 51 YXOXKY IOMOHM W IOMOTal0 MaTepu
yOuparth, a OHa OT/IBIXAET.

Mepu BbIIIa HEMHOT'O Yal0 U CheJla KyCOYEK MOIKAPEHHOTO



xJieba ¢ BapeHbEM.

— A Tenepp OzeHbCA MOTEIIEW W MOAW HApPYXKy IOUrpaTh, —
ckazana Mapra. — Tebe 310 OyJeT oueHb MOJIe3HO U JIACT are-
THUT.

Mepu nozonuia k okHy. OHa BUzesa capl, JOPOKKUA U OOJb-
1IME IEPEBbSI, HO BCE 3TO UMEJIO KAKOU-TO TYCKJIBIA 3UMHUM BH/I.

— 3ayeM MHE W/ITU HApYyXKy B TaKOW J€Hb?

— Eciu He noieliib, To IPUIETCS OCTaThCs B JIOME, a YTO ThI
371eCh Oy/eIlb JIeaTh?

Mepu ocMoTpenach BOKPYT; es1ath 66110 Heuero. Koraa mic-
cuc MemJiok yctpamBaja JETCKYl0, OHa He MogyMalia O pa3Biie-
yeHusx. [loxamyi, ayurie ObLI0 Obl BHIATH W TIOCMOTPETh CAJIbI.

— Kt0 noiier co MHO#? — cripocuia OHa.

Mapra ycraBuiiach Ha Hee.

— Thl noiiziens ofjHa, — OTBETHIIa OHA. — Tebe mpuaeTcs Ha-
YUUTbCS UTPATh OJJHOU, KK UTPAIOT JIPYTHUE J€TH, Y KOTOPbIX HET
cecrep u OparbeB. Hart JIJukoH yXonuT B CTENb OJIMH U TIO LIEJIBIM
yacam urpaer TaMm. OTTOro-tTo OH ¥ NpUpydrs NMoHU. B crenm
€CTb OBIIbl, KOTOPbIE €r0 3HAIOT, & NTULIbI MPUJIETAIOT K HEMY U
€/ISIT Y Hero 13 pykK. Y Hac XOTs MaJIO €/Ibl, HO OH BCerja npsyer
Kycouek xJyieba JUIsl CBOMX JIIOOMMIIEB.

Harnomunanue o [lukone 3actaBuiio Mepu NpUHATH peleHre
Y BBIITH, XOTA OHA U HEe cO3HaBaIa 93Toro. Ecim B cagax He ObLIO
TIOHU U OBell, TO, BEPOSITHO, ObLITU MITHUIIBI, KOTOPBIE HE TTOXOXKHU
Ha Tyl B IHAuK, 1 Ha HUX, OBITh MOXKET, CTOMJIO TIOIISAETh.

Mapra npuHechna eii najibTo, ISy U Mapy TOJICTHIX OOTHHOK



Y TOKa3aJia JA0pory BHU3.

— Eciu Th1 0601i1e1h BOH TaM KPyroM, TO MPHUJIETITb K Cay, —
CKa3aJia OHa, YKa3bIBasl HA HEOOJIBINYIO KATUTKY B oropope. — Jle-
TOM TaM yiMa LIBETOB, HO Tenepb HUUero He 1perer. — OHa, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, C MUHYTY KOJIeOasiach U otoM qooasmia: — OauH us3 ca-
JI0B 3amnepT. Tam yxe necsiTh JIeT HUKTO He ObIBaJI.

—I[Nouemy? — HeBOJIbHO cripocuiia Mepu. Kpome cotHu 3anep-
THIX ABEPEH B JIOME, OKa3bIBAJIACh €1IIe OJJHA 3arepTas KajauTka!

— Mucrep KpaBeH Bejiel 3anepers ero, Korjaa ero xeHa ymep-
Jla Tak BHe3arnmHO. OH HUKOMY HE IMO3BOJISIET BXOAUTH TyJa; 3TO
obu1 ee can. OH 3amep KaJIUTKY, BBIPBUT SIMy W 3aKomaj Tyjaa
KJII0Y. .. Muccuc Meyiok 3BOHUT — MHE HaJI0 OeXartb.



I'naBa V

Korpa Mapra ynuia, Mepu cBepHyZia Ha JOPOXKY, KOTOpast
BeJIa K KaIMTKe B oropoje. OHa HeBOJILHO JiymMajia O TOM cajie, B
KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObIBaJI yKe AeCSTh JIET; AyMaJia O TOM, KaKou
BUJI UMEET STOT CaJl ¥ €CTh JIU ellle B HeM KaKkue-HUOY/Ib KUBbIS
L[BETHI.

Korna ona mporinia yepe3 KajauTKy, OHa O4yTHJIach B OOJIb-
IIIOM Cajy C IIMPOKUMU JIy)KaKaMU Y U3BWJIUCTHIMHM JOPOK-
KaMU C TIO[UYMINEHHBIMU KpasiMu. Tam ObUTH JIepeBbsi, KIIyM-
Obl, XBOWHBIE JIEPEBbSI, IOJICTPYKEHHBIE B PA3HBIX TTPUIYJIUBBIX
opmax, 1 GOBIION NPy CO CTapbIM cepbiM (hOHTAHOM TTOCPe-
nuHe. Ho kimyMOBb1 Obuti OOHaskeHBI, a (poHTaH He OWI. DTO He
ObL1 3anepThiii cajl. Kak MoxkHO 3aniepets can? Benb B caji Beera
MOJKHO BOWTH. ..

Ona jymana kak pa3 00 3TOM, KOrja yBHJesa, YTO B KOHIIE
JOPOXKKH, IO KOTOPOW OHA IIIJIa, HAXOAUTCS JJTMHHAS CTEHa, BCS
HOKpbITast TuonoM. Mepr ObUla HEIOCTATOUHO 3HAKOMa ¢ AH-
IJIMe, 9To0 J0raiaThCsl, YTO OHA MPUOIMKATIACh K (PPYKTOBOMY
cajly U Oropojy.

Ona nofionuia K CTeHe 1 yBUesa 3eJIeHyI0 KaJTUTKY, KoTopast
ObLJIa OTBOpEHa. DTO, OYEBUIHO, HE ObUT 3aMepThIi Cajl, U Crofia
MOZKHO OBLJIO BOWTH.

[Ipoiias B KanUTKy, OHA yBUJEIA, YTO 3TO ObUI cajl, OOHeCeH-
HBI BOKPYT CTEHOIO, M YTO TaKWX CaJIOB OBLJIO HECKOJIbKO; BCE



OHH, OYEBU/IHO, COOOIIAIMCH MeX Ty coOoi. [ToTom oHa yBuzena
€el1e OJHY OTKPBITYIO 3€JICHYIO KUIUTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO BU/IHE-
JIUCh KYCTHI ¥ JIOPOKKH MEXIY IPsAIaMK 3UMHUX OBoIel. Ppyk-
TOBBIE JIEPEBbSI POCJIM BO3JIE CAMOU CTEHBI, a HEKOTOPbIE U3 I'PsI-
JOK OBUTH TPUKPBITH CTEKJISTHHBIMU pamMaMy. Mepu mocTosiia,
MOCMOTpeJIa BOKPYT M PelIniia, YTO BCE 3TO OYEHb HEKPACKBO U
rosio. Jlerom, korja Bce ObLIO 3€JIeHO, cafl, ObITh MOXET, BBITJIs-
Jie71 KpacuBee, HO Teriepb B HEM HUYero KpacuBOro He ObLIO.

Uepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT W3 KAJIUTKH, BEALIEeW B Ipyrou caf,
BBIILIEN CTapUK C 3acTynoM Ha miede. Korga on yBugen Mepwu,
Ha JIMIIE €r0 BhIPA3UJIOCh U3YMJIEHHE, U OH CJIeTKa MPUIOJHSLI
nusany. JIuio y Hero ObUIO yrpioMoe, U eMy, BUIHO, He OCOOEHHO
NPUATHO OBUIO BCTPETUTh Mepu; HO €l He HpaBWIICA €ro caj,
BBIpAKEHHE JIMIA Y Hee TOXe ObUIO HEMPUBETIMBOE, U BCTPEYe
CO CTapUKOM OHA TOXKe He 0COOEHHO 00pajIoBaliach.

— Yro 31€ch Takoe? — cripocusia Mepu.

— OpuH U3 OropoioB, — OTBETUJI OH.

— A Tam 4yTO? — CKa3aj1a OHa, YKa3blBasl HA PACTBOPEHHYIO 3€-
JICHYIO KaJIUTKY.

— E1ie o11H, — KOPOTKO OTBETHII OH. — A T10 TY CTOPOHY CTE€HBI
ellle OJMH, a 32 HUM €Ille OTrOPO/I.

— MoxHO MHE Tyaa nouTtu? — cpocusia Mepu.

— Ecim xouelb. .. TOJBKO CMOTPETh TaM HEYEro.

Mepu Huuero He orBeTwiia. OHa HarpaBUJIach MPsAMO 10 J10-
POXKE M Mpolula Yepe3 BTOPYIO 3€JeHYyl0 KaauTKy. Tam oHa
OISITh YBUJIENA CTEHBI, OMSATh 3MMHHUE OBOIIY U CTEKJISIHHBIE Pa-



MBI, HO BO BTOPOM CTeHe Oblia ellle OJHa 3eJieHasi KaJIuTKa, KO-
TOpasi He ObUIa OTIIepTa. BBITh MOXKET, OHA BeJia B TOT CaJl, KOTO-
POro HUKTO He BUET yXKe JeCSATh JIeT.

Tak kak Mepu HHKOra He ObLIa pOOKOI M BCer/a Jiesiaia Bce
YTO XOTeJa, TO OHA IMOJIONIA K 3eJIeHOM KaJIUTKe U MOBEpHYJIa
pyuky. OHa ymaJa, 9To KaJIMTKa He OTBOPUTCS, IOTOMY UTO e
XOTEJIOCh BEPUTh, YTO OHA HAIILJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIN CaJl, HO KaJIUT-
Ka OTBOPWJIACh JIETKO, M Korma Mepu mpoliia yepe3 Hee, OHa
ouyTriack B (ppykToBOM cany. OH Toxe ObUT OOHECEH CTEHOIO,
BO3JIE KOTOPOU POCIH (PPYKTOBBIE AEPEBbsl, HO 3€JICHOM KaJIMUT-
KM TaM He ObUTo. MepH cTajia MCKaTh ee, OTOMY YTO KOTJa OHa
JIOIIUIA JIO IPYroro KOHIIA cajia, TO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO CTeHa TaM He
KOHYAJIaCh, a TAHYJIACh JaJibllie. 3a CTEHOM BUIHEIUCH BEPIINHbI
JIepeBbEB, U, KOrjia Mepu 0CTaHOBUJIACh, OHA YBUJIENA MITUIKY C
SIPKO-KPACHOU TPY/IbIO, CHICBIIYIO HA CAMOW BHICOKOW BETBU O]1-
HOro u3 HuX. [ITH4YKa BIpyT 3aresia o4ty B Ty jKe CaMylo MUHY-
Ty, KOrjJa yBujiena MepH, TOUHO cTajia 3BaTh ee.

Mepu 0CTaHOBUJIACH U CTaJla CIYIIATh; ¥ TIOYEMY-TO TAKOU Be-
CeJIbIH, JIACKAIOIIUI CBUCT BBI3BAJI B HEH MPUSITHOE YyBCTBO. [la-
e YrPIOMbIiA, HEMPUBETJIMBbIN peOSHOK MOKET YyBCTBOBATh Ce-
Os1 OMMHOKMM; a OOJIBITION 3aIlePThIA JOM, IIIMPOKast OOHaXKeHHAs
CTenb ¥ OOIIMpPHBIE OOHAKEHHBIE CaJbl BBI3BAIM B Mepu Takoe
YyBCTBO, KaK OyJTO BO BCEM CBETE HUKOT'O HE OCTaJIOCh, KpOMeE
Hee ofHOU. Ecm Obl OHa ObL1a JJACKOBBIM PEOSHKOM, KOTOPBIH
MIPUBBIK K TOMY, YTOOBI €ro JIIOOWIIN, TO OHA Obl CHJILHO 3aTOCKO-
BaJIa, HO Jlake yrpomasi Mepu 4yBCTBOBasIa ceOs 3a0pOIIIEHHOM,



W Becesasi KpacHOTrpy/asl MTUYKa BhI3BAJIA HA €€ XMYPOM JIHIIe
HEUTO MOXOXee Ha YIIBIOKY.

Oma crosiyia ¥ Cllyliajia NTHYKY, TIOKa Ta He yieTena. [Itnuka
9Ta BOBCE He MOXOAWJIa Ha NITvll B VIHAUM ¥ OYeHb MOHPaBUJIaCh
Mepu. OHa nogymana o TOM, YBUIUT JIM €€ ellle KOrna-HuOy/Ib.
BHIT MOXET, OHA XWJa B TAMHCTBEHHOM CaJly ¥ XOPOIIIO 3Haja
ero!

Mepwu, BEpOATHO, TOTOMY TaK MHOTO JAyMaJia O 3amyIIeHHOM
cajie, 4TO e Heuero ObUTO JeiaTh. B Hell MpoCHYIOCh JIIOOOMBIT-
CTBO, Y el 3aX0TeJIOCh YBUIETh, UTO ITO 3a cajl. [louemy mucrep
Apuunbanba Kpasen 3apbut kimou? Eciu oH Tak JiioOuUs1 CBOIO ke-
Hy, TIOYeMY OH Tak HeHaBujen ee can? OHa momymarna O TOM,
YBUJWT JIM OHA KOrJa-HuOyab muctepa Kpasena, u permia, 4ro
€CJIM YBUJIWT, TO OH el He TIOHPABUTCSI, OHA €My TOXe He MOHpa-
BUTCs, M OHA OyJIeT CTOATh U CMOTPETh Ha HEro, He TOBOPS HU
CJIOBa, Qe €CJIM el CTPAIIIHO 3aX04eTCs CIIPOCUTh €ro, oYemMy
OH CJIeJIaJl TaKyl0 CTPAHHYIO IITYKY.

«$1 HEKOT/1a HE HPABJTIOCH JTIOISIM, U JIIO/IA HEe HPaBSTCS MHE, —
nojgymaia oHa. — M st HuKorja He ymesia rOBOPUTH Tak, Kak JICTH
Moppucona. OHM Bcerjja TOBOPUJIH, U CMESITHCh, M IITyMETH».

Ona nogymasia 0 KpacHollelke, Kak oHa 3amnesa OyaTo paau
Hee OJHOM, U, BCIOMHUB O JiepeBe, Ha KOTOPOM CHJIesia TITHYKA,
BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUJIACH.

— MHe KaxeTcsi, 3TO JIEpeBO pacTeT B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajy, S
yBEepeHa B 9TOM, — cKa3asia oHa. — Tam Obuia cTeHa, HO He ObLIO
KAJIUTKH.



Omna BepHyJ1ach B NEPBbIi (PPYKTOBBIN Ccajl U HAIILIA TaM CTa-
pHKa, KOTOpbIY Konaul 3emunio. OHa ozoIia, OCTaHOBUJIACH BO3-
JIe HETO ¥ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOJIOAHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro.

OH He oOpaTwl Ha Hee BHUMaHMsI, U OHa, HAKOHEIl, 3ar0BO-
puJia C HUM.

— 51 OblTa B OCTaJIBHBIX CaJax, — CKa3aJia OHa.

— TebGe HUUTO He TIOMeIIao, — OPIO3ITIMBO OTBETHJI OH.

— 4 3aiina Bo (OpyKTOBBIM cajl.

— Tam y kamuTKu cobak HeT, — OTBETHJI OH.

— Ho tam Gomnbliie HET KaMTKY B JPYrou caj, — ckazaia Mepu.

— B kakoii can? — cipocu oH rpy0o0, Ha CEKYHIy IepecTaB
KOMATh.

— B TOT can, no Apyryio CTOpoHy CTeHbI, — OTBeTWIIa Mepu. —
Tam ecTb nepeBbs — 51 Bujena ux Bepxyliku. Ha oqHom u3 Hux
cujena NTUYKa ¢ KPaCHOM Ipy/ablo U Iena.

K ee BeqlmkoMy yAMBIEHUIO, BBIpaKEHHE €ro yrpioMoro oo-
BETPEHHOIO JiMlia BAPYr NepeMeHun1och. [lo nuiyy MeasieHHO
pacronsnach ynplOKa, U y CTApOro CaJ0BHUKA BAPYT CTaj CO-
BCEM Jipyroii Buj. Mepu Bpyr nogymalia — 1 3T0 MOKa3ajaoch en
CTPaHHbBIM, — YTO Y€JIOBEK BBIIVIAUT ropasfo Jyullle, KOrjaa OH
ynbiOaetcs. [Ipeskie oHa HUKOra He ymaia 00 TOM.

CanoBHUK BIpYr OOepHYJCS B CTOPOHY (PPYyKTOBOTO Cajia M
HayaJl CBUCTETh — TUXO U HEKHO. MepH HUKaK He MOIJIa MOHSATh,
KaK TaKOW YrpIOMbII YEJIOBEK MOI' M3[1aBaTh TAKUE JIACKAIOIIMe
3BYKHU.

B crepyomyilo MUHYTY HPOM3OLUIO HEUYTO YAUBUTEBHOE.



Oma ycJbliana MSTKUil IIeJIECT KPbLIbEB B BO3/1yXe — 3TO JieTe-
Jla K HAM NTUYKa ¢ KpacHo# rpyasio. OHa ycenach Ha OONBIION
IJIbI0€ 3eMJIH, OYEHD OJIM3KO K HOr'e CaJlOBHUKA.

— Bot oHa, — 1ackOBO CcKa3zajl CaJJOBHUK U CTajl TOBOPUTh C
NITUYKOM, TOYHO ¢ pedeHKkoM: — ThI rj1e Obliia, MajieHbKast TOIpo-
maika? {1 Tedst TONbKO ceroHst yBuen!

[TTruka HaKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK U IJIsiesIa IPsSIMO Ha HETO
CBOUM OJIECTSIIIIAM T71a30M, TTOXOKMM Ha KareJIbKy YepPHOU POCHI.
OHa, Ka3aJ10ch, HUYYTh He 00s171aCh, OHA TPBITANIA U OBICTPO JOJI-
OwI1a KJTIOBOM, OTBICKMBAS CEMEHA 1 HaceKoMbIX. B cepriie Mepu
HIEBEJIbHYJIOCh KAKOE-TO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, TOTOMY UTO NTUYKA
ObLIa Takas Becesias M KpacuBasi U Ka3ajach HACTOSIIEH OCOOOM.
V Hee ObLJIO MaJIEHBKOE TOJICTOE TEJIbIIE, TOHEHBKUI KJIIOB U TO-
HEHBbKHE CTPOMHBIE HOKKH.

— OHa Bcerja NnpujeTaeT, Koraa Bbl €e 30BeTe? — MOYTH Iiie-
noTom crpocuia Mepu.

— Ja, mouru Bceraa. 51 3Ham ee ¢ Tex mop, Kak oHa OblIa Ma-
JICHbKMM NTeHYMKOM. OHa BbUIETENA U3 THE3/1A B IPYTOM Cajy U
KOTJIa B IIEPBbIN pa3 repeJsieresia yepe3 CTeHy, TO Obljia CIUIITKOM
cnaba, 4ToObl yIeTeTh Ha3a/a; B 9TU HECKOJIBKO JIHEH MBI U TIO-
apyxuinch. Korga oHa onsite yneTena 1no Apyryio CTOpOHY CTe-
HBbI, BCE OCTaJIbHBIC MTHULIBI yKE MOKUHYJIM THE3/I0; OHA OCTaJIaCh
COBCEM OJIHA U BEPHYJIaCh KO MHE.

— Yro 310 32 nTMUKa? — cupocuia Mepu.

— A THI HE 3Haelb? DTO MAJIUHOBKA, JJACKOBAs, JIIOOOIBITHAS
NTUYKA. DTU OTUYKU [MOYTU TaK K€ JIACKOBBI, KAK U COOAYKH,



€CJIM TOJIKO YMETh C HUMU 00XoauThes. [TocMoTpr-Ka, Kak oHa
TYT poerca U norsaeiBaeT Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, 4To MBI O HEU
roBopum!

U crapuk c 1000BbBIO M TOPAOCTHIO TOCMOTPEIT Ha KPaCHOTPY-
JY10 ITHYKY.

— W moGornbITHA ke OHa, — IPOAOJIKAT OH CO CMEXOM, — BCer/ia
SIBJISIETCSI TIOCMOTPETh, YTO s caxato. OHa Bce 310 3Haer. Mu-
crep KpaBeH HUUYTh 00 3TOM He 3a00TUTCS. DTO OHA TJIABHBIN
CaJIOBHUK.

[ITnuka mpopomkana npbiraTb, yCEPAHO KJIOSA YTO-TO U IO
BpeMeHaM MOIIsAbIBasl Ha HUX oOoux. Mepu Ka3aiaoch, 4To ee
IJ1a3KM, TIOXOXKME HA Karlld YepHOM pPOChI, CMOTPEJIU Ha Hee C
OOJIBIIIUM JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM, KaK Oy[TO OHA XOTeJIa TO3HAKOMUTh-
cs1 ¢ Heto moOmke. B ceprmiie Mepu 11eBeTbHYJIOCh KaKOE-TO
CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A Kyga ysieTesii octajibHble MTeHIbl? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Heuspectrno. Ctapble NTUIIBI BHITAJIKUBAIOT UX U3 THE3a U
y4ar JIeTaTb, 1 BCE OHA OYEHb CKOPO PA3JIETAIOTCS B Pa3HbIE CTO-
POHBI. A 3Ta BOT OblJIa YMHHIIA U TTOHSJIA, YTO OHA OTUHOKA.

Mepwu noforuia nodaMke K NTULlE U MPUCTATIBHO TOTIsaesa
Ha Hee.

— 41 oguHOKa, — CKa3ayia OHa.

Mepu npexjae He MOHMMAaJla, YTO UMEHHO 3TO U JeJajio ee
TaKOW KHUCJION W CEepIUTOM; OHA, Ka3aJIOCh, MOHSJIA 3TO TOJILKO
TOrJa, KOT/ia Morisiiesia Ha MTUYKY, a ITUYKa Ha Hee.

Crapblil CaJOBHUK CIIBUHYJI IIANIKY CO CBOEM JILICOM T'OJIOBBI U



C MUHYTY cMOTpeJl Ha Mepu.

— IT0 THI — AeBOYKA U3 VIHaMn? — cripocuit oH.

Mepu KMBHYJ1a FOJIOBOU.

— HeyauButenbHO, YTO Thl OQUHOKA, — CKa3aJ OH.

OH cHOBa Havaj KOMaTh, BCAKUBAS 3aCTYI TIIyOOKO B JKHP-
HYIO YEpHYIO 3eMJIIO, a ITUYKA BCE MpbIrajia BOKPYT HEro ¢ 03a-
OOYEHHBIM BUIOM.

— Kak Bac 30ByT? — cipocusia Mepu.

OH BBIIPSAMUIICS, YTOOBI OTBETHUTH €.

— ben Yarepcradg, — ckazam oH U MOTOM JOOABHI C KHC-
JIor ynbsiOKoi: — I Toxke OAMHOK, Korja ee HeT co MHoi! — OH
TKHYJI [IAJIbLIEM B HallpaBJIeHUU NTUYKUA. — OHA MO €/IMHCTBEH-
HBIW APYT.

— Ay MEHs1 COBCEM HET JIpy3eu, — cKazajia Mepu, — 1 HUKorga
He Obl10. Mos a3 He JTI00MIa MeHsl, U 1 HUKOITIAa HA C KEM He
urpasna.

VIOpKIIMPIEI OGBIYHO OTKPOBEHHO BBICKA3BIBAIOT CBOM MBIC-
7M1, a cTapbiil BeH ObLT HACTOSIIIUIT HOPKIMPETI.

— Tol 1 g OUeHb MOXOXKHM JPYT HA Ipyra, — CKazaj oH. — Mbl ¢
TOOOI BBITKAHBI U3 OMHUX U TeX ke HUTel. O0a Mbl HEKPACHBBI,
1 00a Ha caMOM JIeJIe TaK K€ KUCIBL, KaK BHIISAUM. Bpiock 00
3aKJIaJl, 9TO y HAaC OOOMX OJMHAKOBO CKBEPHBIN XapaKTep.

D710 OBUIO TOBOJILHO MPSIMO U pe3ko, a Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKO-
I/1a B )KU3HU He Clibllaja npassl o cede. Cinyru B IHauu Beera
MPEKJIOHSUTUCh Y TIOAYUHSIIUCH, YTO Obl ¢ HUMU HU fenanu. O
CBOEH HapyKHOCTU OHA BOOOIIEe HUKOT/Ia He JyMaJia, HO Terepb



€l Mpulilia B TOJIOBY MBICIIb, IEMICTBUTEIIBHO JIM OHA TaK HENPU-
BJIEKaTeJIbHA, KaK 1 beH, 1 ObUT 1 y Hee TaKoM ke KHCIIBII BUJL
Terepb, Kak 1 Jo NosiBieHus: nTuyku. Eil crano He no cebe.

bnus Hee BIpyr pa3aanack sicHasi, YucTasi Tpelib, ¥ OHa ObICT-
po obepHynack. OHa CTOsIIa B HECKOJIBKUX IIarax OT MOJIOIOW
SIOJIOHM, HAa OJHOU M3 BETBEW KOTOPOH yceslach MaJIMHOBKA M Ha-
yaJsia netb. ben paccmesics.

— Ilouemy oHa 3anena? — cnpocuia Mepu.

— OHa pemmia moapy ) uthesi ¢ T000i, — orBeTr1 beH. — Thl
ey, BUJHO, TPUIILIACH 1O HPaBy!

— 417! — BockiMKHya Mepu U marHyjaa noosnvke K si0J0He,
7151451 HaBepX. — XOuelllb MOPYKUThCS CO MHOW? — CKa3ajia OHa
NITHIIE, KaK Oy/ITO TOBOPHIIA C YeJIOBEKOM. — XOUellh?

Omna cka3aja 3To He CBOMM OOBIYHBIM YOTIOPHBIM TOHOM M HE
TIOBEJIUTEIbHBIM «HHAMHCKMM» TOHOM, HO TaK HEKHO M JIACKO-
BO, UTO cTapblil beH ObLT Tak ke N3yMJIeH, Kak U OHA, KOT/a BIiep-
BbI€ YCJIbIIIIAJIA, KaK OH CBUCTAI.

— Kaxk TbI 3TO XOpOWIO 1 JIJACKOBO CKa3aJjia, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, —
Kak OyaTO ThI M B CaMOM Jiesie peOeHOK, a He YoropHasi crapyxa!
Thl rOBOpHMIIA IOYTH TaK k€, Kak JJMKOH TOBOPUT CO CBOMMM JIIO-
OMMIIaMU B CTEIIH.

— A Bol 3Haete Jlukona? — cipocuiia Mepu, ObIcTpO 00epHYB-
IIKUCh K HEMY.

— Ero Bce 3Hat0T. [lukoH xoouT nosciony. [Jaxe aroas! u 1se-
ThI €0 3HAIOT. S ymalo, YTO eMy JIMCHILIbI TIOKA3bIBAIOT, TAE UX
JETEHBIIH, ¥ ;KABOPOHKHU OT HEro He MpS4yT IHe3[.



Mepu o4eHb XOTeJIOCh 3a/1aTh €Ile HECKOJIbKO BOIPOCOB. B
HEll 3arOBOPHUJIO TaKOE JKe JIOOIBITCTBO MO OTHOIIEHUIO K Iy-
KOHY, KaK U TO OTHOIIIEHHIO K 3abporiieHHomy cany. Ho B oty
MUHYTY MaJMHOBKA, KOTOpas Nepecraja NeTb, TPSIXHY/A KpPbl-
JIBIIIKaMHU, pacripaBuiia UX U yieTesa.

— OHna niepesietenia 1o Ty CTOPOHY CTEHBI! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a Me-
pH, ciens 3a ee nojerom. — OHa noserena BO (PPyKTOBBIN Cajl. ..
a Ternepb OHA Y€ 3a BTOPOU CTEHOM... B TOM Cajy, IJle HET Ka-
JIUTKU !

— OHa Tam KHBET, — CKa3aJ crapblii beH, — TaM OHa BbUTYIIHU-
JIach U3 AAIA TAe-HUOYIb MEX/y PO3OBBIMH KYCTaMHU.

— A Tam ecTb po30BbI€ KYCThI? — cripocuiia Mepu.

BeH cHOBa B3sjics 3a 3aCTyN U Hayasl KOMarb.

— Bput. .. mecsATh et Tomy Hazaj, — MpoOOPMOTAT OH.

— 41 6B XOTENa MX yBUAETh, — CKazaia Mepu. — e 3eseHas
kamuTka? [ne-HuOyap Beib A0OMKHA ObITh KaauTKa!

Ben cyHyn 3actyn TiyOOKO B 3eMJIIO, U BUJI Y HETO CTaJl Ta-
KOU ke He/IPYKeIOOHBIN, KaK ¥ B TIEPBYI0O MUHYTY, Korna Mepu
yBUjEJA €ro.

— Bblia. .. gecArpb JieT ToMy Hasall, a Terepb €€ HEeT, — CKa3all
OH.

— Her xamutku! — Bocksmmkayna Mepu. — OHa 10kHA OBITB !

— Her ee, 1 HUKTO ee HE MOXKET HalTH, U HUKOTO 3TO HE Ka-
caetcsi. A Tbl He Oy[Ib HAJI0€[UIMBOI U HE CYH CBOEro Hoca, Kyza
He Hago! Hy, mHe Teniepb Hayo padorats. Ctynail cede urparb;
y MeHs1 O0JIbIIie HET BpeMeHH !



U on NEepECTaJI KOIarb, BCKUHYJI 3aCTYII Ha TIJIEYO U OTOIIEII,
HC B3ITIAHYB Ha HEC U OaK€C HE MPOCTUBIIUCDH.



I'naBa VI

Ha nepBbIX IOpax OfuH ieHb ObUT IIOXO0X Ha JAPYrou s Me-
pu JlenHokc. Kaxxnoe yTpo oHa mpochlinaiach B CBOEM KOMHATE ¢
TKaHBIMU 000SIMM 1 BUjie1la MapTy, CTOSIBIIYIO Ha KOJICHSIX BO3-
Jie KAMUHA, YTOOBI Pa3BECTH OTOHb; KX I0€ YTPO OHA 3aBTpaKasa
B CBOEH «JIETCKOW», TJie el HeueM ObLIO Pa3BJICUbCs, M KasKIbli
JIeHb TOCJIE 3aBTPaKa CMOTpeJia B OKHO Ha OOIIMPHYIO CTEMb, KO-
TOpasi paCKU/IbIBaIach BO BCE CTOPOHBI M CJIMBAJIACh C TOPU30H-
TOM; IOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS1, OHA MPUXOIXJIA K 3aKJII0Ue-
HUIO, YTO, €CJIM OHA HE BBIUJIET, e TPUAETCs CUIETh Oe3 BCAKOTO
Jiesia, ¥ IO3TOMY OHa BBIXOAWJIA.

Upe3 HECKOJIBKO JTHEH, MPOBEJEHHBIX MOYTH UCKJIIOUNTEIBHO
Ha CBEKEM BO3AYXE, OHA MPOCHYJIACh OJHAX/Ibl YTPOM OYEHB I'O-
JIoAHAs1. YCEBIIMCh 3aBTPAKaTh, OHA YK€ HE OTTOJIKHYJIA YaIIKU
C MPE3PUTENIbHBIM BUAOM, HO Cpa3y B3sijla JIOKKY M CTajla €CTh;
eJ1a OHa JI0 TeX MOop, IMOKa Yalllka He cTajia MmyCTOu.

— Tpl OTVIMYHO CIIpaBUJIACH C ITUM CErOJIHS, — CKa3ana Mapra.

— CeronHst 3T0 OBUIO OYEHb BKYCHO, — CKa3ana Mepwu, cama
HEMHOTO yUBJICHHASI.

—3TO CTEIHOM BO31IyX JIaeT TeOe arnmeTuT, — ckasaia Mapra. —
Toi cuacimBuUIa: Y TeOsI HE TOJIBKO aINEeTUT eCTh, HO U efla. A 'y
HAC B KOTTE[)K€ — HAC JBEHAALATh YEJIOBEK — y BCEX JKENYIKH,
a MOJIOKUTh B HUX Hevero. Thl Urpail Ha BO3yXe Kaxk/Iblid JIEHb
1 He OyJelllb Takas KeTasl.



— 41 He urpatwo, — ckazasia Mepu. — MHe HeueM urparb.

— Heuewm wrpars! — BockimmkHysna Mapra. — Hamm geru wr-
paIoOT MpPYThsIMHU, KaMelllkaMu, OeraioT, Kpuyar, CMOTPSIT Ha Bce
KPYTOM.

Mepu He Kpruaa, HO TOXe CTajla pacCMaTpuBaTh Bee; OOJb-
1Ie e Hevyero ObuIo enath. OHa 00X0omuIa BOKPYT Ca10B, Opoiu-
J1a 1o 10poxKaMm napka. MiHoraa oHa uckasia craporo beHa u xo-
T$s1 HECKOJIBKO pa3 BUJIeJIa ero 3a paboToii, HO OH ObLT WU CIIUIII-
KOM 3aHST, WM CJMIIKOM YTPIOM, 4To0 MOmisieTs Ha Hee. Of-
HaX[bl, KOTZIa OHA HAITPaBWJIACh K HEMY, OH IOIHSI CBOM 3aCTYII
Y OTBEPHYJICS, KaK OyATO HAPOUHO.

Yamie Bcero oHa ryinsia Mo TPOIMHKE BO3JIE CTEHbI, OKPY-
kapien caapl. [Io 06e CTOpOHBI TPONMHKU OBLIM He3acaKeH-
HbIe KJIyMOBI, @ CTEHBI 3aPOCJIY TYCTHIM TUTIONIOM. B ogHOM Me-
CTe BbIOINAsICS TEMHO-3€eJIeHast JIMCTBA Oblla 0COOEHHO IycTa, Kak
Oy/ITO 32 Heil A0JTOoe BpeMsi HUKTO He MpUCMaTpUBaJl.

Cryctst HeckonbKO AHew mnocie Berpeur ¢ benom Mepu 3a-
METWJIAa 9TO U OCTAHOBWJIACH, YIUBIIAACH, TOYEMyY 3TO Tak. OHa
CTOSIZIa M CMOTpeJia Ha BETKY IUIIONIA, KA4aBIIYIOCS OT BETPa,
Kak BAPYT Mepe[ Hell 61eCHYJI0 YTO-TO KPACHOE U TIOCIIBIIIAIOChH
3By4YHOE uMpuKaHbe. Ha creHe cuzaena manmHoBKa craporo be-
Ha, IJISA/I51 BHU3, C BHITSIHYTOU IIEHKOW Y HAKJIOHEHHON HAOOK T0-
JIOBKOW.

— O! 10 THI! — KpUKHYIa Mepu, U eil HUUyTh HE MOKa3aJI0Ch
CTPaHHBIM, UTO OHA 3arOBOPHJIA C ITUYKOM, KaK Oy/ITO Ta MOIJIa
TIOHSITh €€ WJIK OTBETUTD €M.



[Ttruka QEWCTBUTEILHO OTBETHIIA €1: OHA 3alederaia 1 3a-
MpbIrasia, CJIOBHO paccKasbiBaja el 0 ueM-To. Mepu 3acMesiiach,
Y KOrJa NMTUYKA MYCTUIACh JIETETh BJOJIb CTEHBI, OHA Mo0eKaa
3a Heil. beHas ManeHbkas Mepu — Xyaasi, Jenirtasi, OHa B 3Ty
MUHYTY Ka3aJ1aCh TIOYTH KPACHUBOM.

— 9 moGmo Tebs1! — KPUKHYJIA OHA U JaKe TIOTBITAIACH 3aCBH-
CTaTh, Yero BOBCe He ymera JienaTh. Ho nTudka Kasaiach BIOTHE
JIOBOJIbHOM: OHA TOXE CTasla CBUCTAaTh B OTBET U, HAKOHEIl, pac-
NIPAaBUB KPbUIbs, CMEJIO B3JIeTesIa Ha BEPIIMHY JIepeBa, ycenach
TaMm U IPOMKO 3ariera.

D710 HAMOMHWIO Mepu TOT JIeHb, KOT/ia OHA BIIEPBbIE YBUEA
nTuuky. Torma nTuyka Kayajiach Ha BEpIIMHE JiepeBa, a Mepu
crosuia B (ppyKToBOM cafy. Terneps oHa Oblj1a C APYroil CTOPOHBI
(ppykTOBOIrO Cafa u CTOsIA Ha TPOITMHKE BO3JIE CTEHBI, 32 KOTO-
PO¥ BUIHEJIOCH TO k€ CaMoe JIEPEBO.

—9TO TOT cajl, B KOTOPBIM HEJIb3s1 BOMTHU, — CKa3aJIa OHA CaMOM
cebe. — IT10 caj 0e3 KAIUTKH, U TaM KUBeT IIThdka. Kak Obl MHE
XOTEeJIOCh MOCMOTPETh, YTO TaM Takoe!

Ona o0oria BOKPYr CTEHBI, TIIATEJIbHO OCMaTpuBas ee, U
yOenuiach, 4To KaJIMTKYU B HEWl He ObLIO.

— ITO OYEHB CTPAHHO, — IPOTOBOPUJIA OHA. — BeH cka3al, 4to
KaJIMTKK HET, U ee Taku HeT. Ho necaTsh et TomMy Hazan Obuia
KQJIUTKA, MOTOMY 4TO MucTep KpaBeH 3apbul KJlou B 3eMJTIO.

Bce 3710 /12710 CTONBKO MUIIM €€ yMY, YTO OHA 3aUHTEPecoBa-
JIach M pelInia, 4To He KajieeT O TOM, UTo nprexana B Muccelb-
TysuT-MsHop. B WHnun eii Bcerma ObUIO kapKo, M OHa BCeraa



YYBCTBOBAJIA TaKYyl0 UCTOMY, YTO HUYEM HE MOIJIa 3aUHTEPECO-
BarbcsA. CBEXKUI CTEIHOM BETEP TOYHO CyBaJl AYTUHY C €€ Ma-
JIEHBKOT'O MO3Ta U OKUBJISI €€.

OHa 1mouTH Bech JIeHb MPOBEJIa HA CBEKEM BO3[yXe M KOIjaa
ceJia yKUHATh BeUepoM, TO OblJIa OYeHb TOJIOIHAS, COHHASI M UyB-
CTBOBAJIA MPUATHYIO YCTaJIOCTb.

Omna He paccepauiack, korna Mapra Hauana OoiTaTh, U 4yB-
CTBOBaJIa, YTO €M Jake MPUATHO CIIyIlIaTh €€; HAKOHEL OHA pe-
IWia 3aJaTh €l OJUH BOIMpOC. 3ajajja OHa €ro mocie yxkuHa,
YCEBIIUCh Ha KOBPE MPel KAMUHOM.

— INouemy muctep KpaBeH Tak He JOOUT 3TOT caj? — Crpo-
CHJIa OHa.

Omna 3acraBuiia Mapry ocrarbes nociie yxxu-Ha, 1 Mapra He
nporuBmiach. OHa ObUIA OUEHb MOJIONA, IPUBBIKJIA K KU3HH B
KOTTE/IKe, TOJTHOM OpaTheB M cecTep, M eil ObUIO OYeHb CKYY-
HO BHU3Y, B O'POMHOM JTIOJCKOI. MapTa j00uia Noropopurh, a
9Ta CTPaHHAasl IEBOUKA, KOTopast ;kuia B VIHAUM U MMesa YepHbIX
ciyr, Obi1a 11t MapThl 0COOEHHO MPUBJIEKATEIbHON HOBUHKOM.

Mapra ycenach Ha KOBpe y KaMuHa, HE JOXUAASCH MpUIa-
HICHUS.

— Tsl Bce eme mymaenb 00 3ToM cajie? — CIpOCHiIa OHA. —
Taxk s u 3Hama. To e camoe OBUTO ¥ CO MHOH, KOT/Ia sI BIIEPBbIE
yCIIBIIIAa 00 3TOM.

— Ilouemy OH ero Tak HeHaBuAe? — HacTauBasia Mepu.

Mapra nomxkana noju ce0st HOru 1 ycenach moyJoOHeH.

— Ilocnymai-ka, Kak BETep BOET BOKPYI lIOMa, — cKazaja



oHa. — ThI Terepp He Mory1a Obl YCTOATh HA HOTaxX, €C/Id Obl BbI-
111J1a B CTeIb!

— Ilouemy ke OH ero Tak HeHaBu e ? — OMSATh crpocuiia Me-
pu. OHa xoTena y3Hath 310, pa3 Mapra Toxe 3Haja.

Mapra crayia BbIKJIapIBaTh MIPe/l HEI0 CBOM 3arlac CBE/ICHUN.

— IlomHn, — ckazana oHa, — Muccuc Memiok npukasana He
pasroBapuBaTh 00 3TOM. 371eCh €CTb MHOTOE, O UeM HEeJIb3sl pa3-
roBapuBaTh. TakoBbl npuka3zanusi mucrepa Kpssena. OH roBo-
PHMT, YTO €r0 HecyacThs — He Hallle Jiesio. Ecim Obl He 9TOT cajl, oH
Obl He ObUT TakuM. D10 ObUT caj muiccrc KpaseH; ero pa3oum,
KOIZJa OHU TOJIBKO UTO MOBeHYanch. OHA OuYeHb JI0OMIA STOT
cajl, ¥ OHM BMECTe yXa)KUBaJIU 32 1IBETaMU; HU OJIHOTO CaJJOBHU-
Ka He myckaiu B caf. Muctep KpageH ¢ xeHol yxonuiu B caj,
3aTBOPSUIM 32 COOOUM KAJIUTKY M TIO TEJIbIM YacaM CHUJETH TaM,
pasroBapuBasi U YMTasl.

Ona Obl1a MOJIOZIEHBKASI, COBCeM JieBouka! B camy crosiio cta-
poe IepeBO C COTHYTOM BETBbIO, Bpojie ckaMelku. OHa rnocaaunia
BOKPYT HEro po3bl U BCEraa cujena Ha 3Tou BeTBU. OQHAX/IbL,
KOIJa OHa TaM CHJIENa, BETBb CJIOMaJIach, OHA ylajla Ha 3eMJII0 U
TaK CWJIBHO YIIMOJIACh, YTO Ha3aBTpa yMepJa.

JlokTOpa Iymasnu, 4yTo OH COMAET ¢ yma u Toxe ymper. Ilo-
TOMY-TO OH TaK HEHAaBUAUT ITOT caj. C Tex mop TyAa HUKTO He
3aXOJIUJI, U OH HUKOMY He MO3BOJISIET Aa’Ke TOBOPUTH O HEM.

Mepu Oonbilie He 3agaBasia BorpocoB. OHa cMoOTpesna Ha
KpacHOe IjlamMsl ¥ TIPUCTYIIMBAIAach K BOIO BeTpa, KOTOPBIM 3a-
BBIBAJI BCE TPOMYE.



B 3Ty MUHYTY ¢ Heil MpOUCXOJUIIO HEYTO OYEHDb XOpoliiee. ITo
CIIy4aJIOCh C HEIO YK€ B YETBEPTHIM Pa3 C TeX MOp, Kak OHa MpHU-
exana. [lepBoe ObUIO TO, KOrJa €l MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA TIOHSIIA
MaJIMHOBKY, & MAJIMHOBKA €€; BTOPOE, YTO OHA Oerasia Ha CBEKeEM
BO3JIyX€, I0KA HE pa3ropenach €€ KPOBb; TPEThE, YTO OHA BIIEP-
BbI€ B ’KM3HU MCIBITAJIA HACTOAILIMI FOJIO/L; YETBEPTOE, KOT/IA OHA
TIOHSIJIA, YTO 3HAYUT TMOXKaAJIETh KOro-HuOyap. OHa Aenaa ycre-
XU.

[IpucnymmBasch K BOW BETPa, OHA CTaJIa MPUCITYIIMBATHCSA
ere K yemy-1o. OHa He 3HaJia, 4TO TO ObLIO, IIOTOMY YTO CHa-
yaJjia eJBa MOIJla OTIMYUTh 9TO OT 3aBbIBAHUS BETpa. ITO ObLI
CTpaHHBIN 3BYK — Ka3aJ10Ch, OY/ITO rJie-To Miakal pedeHok. MHo-
I/1a cCaMblil 3ByK BeTpa MOXOIWII Ha 11ay pedeHka; Ho Mepu cko-
PO pazodpaia, 4yTO 3BYK pa3jaBajics B JoMe, a He BHe nqoma. OH
pas3aaBajics rJe-To oueHb JaJieKo, HO BHYTpu aoma. OHa o0ep-
HyJIaCh M OCMOTpesa Ha Mapry.

— Tl CBIINIIB, KAK KTO-TO IUIAYET? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

Mapra BIpYr CMyTWJIACD.

— Her, — otBeTmia oHa, — 310 Berep. MHOrma Kaxkercs, Kak
OyATO KTO-TO 3a0yIMJICS B CTENH U TI1aYerT.

— Ho nocnymait, — ckazana Mepu. — 1o rj1e-T0 B JOME, B
OJHOM M3 ITHUX JJIMHHBIX KOPUJOPOB.

B 3Ty MuHyTYy rie-to BHU3Y, OYEBUAHO, OTKPbUIA ABEPb:
CWIbHBIN BETEP BOPBAJICS B KOPUIOP, U IB€pb KOMHATHI, I7Ie OHU
CHJIENIH, C TPECKOM OTBOpmJiachk. O6e OHM BCKOYMIIM Ha HOTH, HO
B 9TOT MOMEHT CBET I0rac, W 3BYK IUIa4a MPOHECCS MO KOPUI0-



py, OoJiee SIBCTBEHHBIH, YeM TPexKIe.

— Bort! Crpiimis ! — BockmmkHy1a Mepu. — 51 Tebe roopuia!
DTO KTO-TO IUIAYET, U ITO HE B3POCIIbIN YEJIOBEK.

Mapra nonoesxana K ABepH, 3aTBOPUJIA €€ ¥ TIOBEPHYJIA KJTI0Y;
HO TIpesk/ie YeM OHa yCIiesa CIeNaTh 9TO, OHU YCIIBIIIAIH, KaK B
OJJHOM W3 KOPHUIOPOB C IIYMOM 3aXJIOMHYJACh JIBEPb, U MOTOM
BCE CTUXJIO; Ja’ke BETEP HA HECKOJIbKO CEKYH/I TIepeCcTasl BbITb.

— D10 OBLT BETEP, — YIPIMO CKazasia Mapra. — A eciu He Be-
Tep, TO MaJIeHbKas CyIoMOKa, beTTtu. Y Hee 1iesbiii ieHb OoJ1e-
v 3yOBI.

Kakoe-To cTpaHHOe 3amMeliaTeIbCTBO B €€ MaHepax 3aCTaBUIIO
Mepwu npucTaabHO B3MJIAHYTh Ha Hee. Eil mokasasiock, yto Mapra
HE TOBOPHUT TIPAB/IbI.



I'naBa VII

Ha cnepyonmii ieHp JOXKIb JIWI JIMBMA, U Korga Mepu Bbl-
IJIsTHYJIa U3 OKHA, CTENHU MOYTH He BUHO OBUIO M3-3a CEPOro TY-
MaHa. B Tako# J1eHp Heb3 ObUIO BBIATH.

— Yt0 BBl JAenaere B BalleM KOTTEKE, KOIJa WAET Takou
JOXIb? — cupocuiia oHa Mapry.

— Crapaemcs He monactb JIpyr ApYry Moj HOTH, — OTBETUJIa
Mapra. — Beap Hac Tak MHoro! Matb oueHb 100pasi, HO ¥ OHa Te-
pser teprnenue. Crapiuve et UAyT Urpath B XJeB. A JIMKOH He
oOparaetT HIKaKoro BHUMaHHS Ha JI0OXb — OH BCE PaBHO YXO-
JUT, KaK U B COJTHEUHBIN JiIeHb. OH TOBOPUT, YTO B JI0KAb BUJUT
BCE TO, UTO HE MOKA3bIBAETCS B SICHYIO MIOTOLLY.

Pa3 oH Halesn MaJIeHbKYI0 JIMCUYKY, KOTOPasi 4y Th HE YTOHYJIa
B CBOEl HOpE, U MPHUHEC €€ JIOMOM 32 Ma3yXou, YTOOBI OTOTPETh.
Crapy1o Jicy youu Herojaseky, a Hopy 3aTONujI0, U OCTAIbHbIE
JeTeHbIU yTOHY M. OHa U Tenepb y Hero.

A ele pa3 OH HallleJ MaJeHbKYI0 BOPOHY, TOXE IIPUHEC H0-
MoU 1 nipupyumil. 30ByT ee Caxa, TOTOMY YTO OHA OYEHb Yep-
Hasl, ¥ OHa MOBCIO/ly CKAYeT U JIETAET CJIEIOM 32 HUM.

K stomy Bpemenn Mepu yxe nepecrajia OTHOCUTBCSI HEJIPY-
KEeMOOHO K (haMHJIbSIpHBIM pasroBopam Maptel. OHa gaxke cTa-
Jla HAaXOAWUTh MX MHTEPECHBIMU U Kajesa, korna Mapra yxonu-
na. Pacckaspl ee aid, Korjga oHa xuia B IHauu, coBepilieHHO He
MOXOJWJIA Ha pacckaszbl MapThl O CTEITHOM KOTTE/KE, IIIE B Ye-



ThIPEX KOMHATaX IMOMEIAJI0Ch YEThPHAALIATh YEJIOBEK, KOTOPhIE
HUKOT/Ia HE HAe/IaINCh J0ChITA.

— Eciu 6 y MeHs1 Obuia JIMCHMYKa WM BOPOH, 51 Obl MOIJIA UT-
parh C HUMH, — CKa3aya MepH, — HO y MEHsI HUKOTO HET.

— To1 BA3aTh ymeens? — cnpocuia Mapra.

— Her! — cka3zana Mepu.

— A 1mTh ymeens?

— Her!

— A uuTaTh ymeellib?

— Jla.

— Tak moyemy ke Tbl HE YMTACIIb WM HE TIO-yUYUIIIbCS CKJIa-
NBIBATEL?

— YV MeHs HeT KHUT, — ckazasia Mepu. — Te, uto y MeHs ObLH,
ocrayiich B Mnaum.

— Ouenb xanb! — ckazana Mapra. — Ecim 6 muccuc Memiok
no3Bosuia Tede Boitu B 6ubmmoreky! Tam Tohicsiya KHuUT !

Mepu He cripocuia, rie noMemanach OudIMoTeKa, OTOMY
4TO B TOJIOBe ee OyiecHyna HoBas Mbicib. OHa pemmia cama
OTBhICKaTh OMOIMOTEeKy. MbICb 0 Muccuc MeqjioKk HUYYyTh He
cmyniasia ee. Muccrc Meuiok mouty Bcerja cujea B CBOEH
YIOTHOW KOMHaTe BHU3Y. B 9TOM cTpaHHOM JioMe HUKOTO He Obl-
JI0, KPOME CJIyT, KOTOPbIE B OTCYTCTBUE TOCIIO[HA SKUJIA BOJIb-
HOW KU3HBIO B HIDKHEM 3TaXe, IJe MOMeIllanach OrPOMHasl KyX-
Hsl, YBelllaHHas1 OiecTsIield MeAHON W OJIOBSHHOM TMOCYIOH, U
OoJTbIast CTOOBAS JIJIS CIIYT.

Mepu peryssipHO MPUCHLTAIN 3aBTPaK, o0eq 1 yuH. Mapra



MPUCITY’)KMBaJa e, HO HUKOMY He ObUIO 10 Hee HU MaJIeHINero
nena. Muccue Meuiok 3axoamiia K HEM pa3 B JIEHb WM B J1BA
JIHSI, HO HUKTO HE CrpalivBayl Mepu, 4To OHA JieNlaeT, U HUKTO
HE TOBOPWJI €, UTo el Hajo nenaTh. OHa aymalia, 9To 3TO, Be-
POATHO, OBLT AHTJIMHCKUI 0ObIYail — TAK OTHOCHUTBCS K AeTsM. B
Wuauu eit Bcera NpuciykUBaia ee aifd, KoTopasi XOQuia cie-
JIOM 3a HEW U UCIOJHSAIA BCE €€ JKeJIaHUsI, U OUeHb 4acTo ee 00-
mecTBo Hajoenano Mepu. Teneps ke HUKTO 3a HEIO HE XOIWI,
¥ OHA MPUYYUJIACh ONIEBATHCS CaMa, MOTOMY YTO KaXIIBIH pas,
KOTJIa OHA XOTeJa, YTOOBI €€ OfIe/A WM TIOJIAIA YTO-HUOYIb, Y
MapTthbi ObUT TaKO# BUI, KaK OyTO OHa curTaia Mepu OYeHb IITy-
IO ¥ OECTOJIKOBOM.

— PasBe y Te0s1 yma HeT? — cipocuiia Mapra oHax1bl, KOrjia
Mepu crosiyia 1 kJ1aia, OKa OHA el HaJleHeT nepyarku. — Haima
Cro3aH BIBOe CMBbIlIUIeHee TeOs, a il Bcero ueThipe roaa. MHoraa
THI KQXKeIIbCsl COBCEM TJTYITBIIIKOM.

[Mocne atoro Mepwu 1ienslii yac Ayaach, HO 3TO BO3OYAWIO B
He MHOT'O HOBBIX MBICJIEH.

I[ocne Toro kak Mapta nogmena nosi u yiuia BHu3, Mepu eite
OKOJIO JIECSITH MUHYT CTOsIJIa Y OKHA; OHa Obljla 3aHSATa TOM HO-
BOU MBICITBIO, KOTOpasi SIBUJIACh Y HEee, KOIJia OHA YCIIbIIAia O
oudnoteke. JIo camoi OMOIMOTEKH el OBbUIO MaJIo Jieja, MOTO-
My YTO el He OU€Hb-TO XOTEJIOCh YUTaTh, HO Pa3roBOp O Hel Ha-
TIOMHUJI €/ pPacCKa3 O COTHE KOMHAT C 3aTBOPEHHBIMU JIBEPSIMHU.
Ona gymasia, Ha caMOM JIM JieJie BCe OHU 3arepThl U 4TO Obl OHA
yBUJEJIa, €CJIM Obl MOTJIa BOUTHU B OfIHY U3 KOMHAT. Heyxenu nx



obu1a cotHsi? [Touemy Obl €1 He OUTH MOCMOTPETh, CKOJIbKO OHA
HacuuTaer?

Ee HMKOrIa HEe YYMJIM CIIPAIIMBaTh MO3BOJICHUS CEIaTh YTO-
HUOYy/b, OHA HE 3HaJa, YTO 3HAUUT ABTOPUTET, U €il He MOoIJa
NIPUITH B TOJIOBY MBICJIb CIIPOCUTH TIO3BOJIEHH ST MUCCHC MeIoK,
Jake ecqi O OHa ee yBUjIena.

Ona oTBOpMIIA /IBEPb, BHIILIA B KOPUAOP M MycTHIach Opo-
JUTh. DTO ObUT JTTMHHBIA KOPUIOP, U3 KOTOPOIO LU elle Jpy-
rve; eil MPUILUIOCh NMOAHSTHCS Ha HECKOJIbKO CTYNEHEH, MOTOM
ere Ha Heckonmbko. [ToBciony Obli 1BEpH, ABEpH, a HA CTEHAX
BHUCeNM KapTuHBL. MIHOT/Ia Ha HUX OBUTM M300pakeHbI CTPaHHbBIE
TeMHbIE JIaHAAdTHI, HO MO OOJbIIEH YacTu 3T0 ObUIM MOpPTpe-
Thl MY)KYMH M JaM B CTPAHHBIX IBIIIHBIX KOCTIOMAaX M3 ariaca u
Oapxara.

Ckopo oHa o4yTWJach B JIJIMHHOM rajepee, CTeHbl KOTOPOU
ObLIM CIUIONIb yBEllIaHbl TAKMMHU nopTperaMu. OHa HUKOI/a He
Aymaja, 4TO UX MOXET ObITh TAKOE MHOKECTBO B OJJHOM JIOME.

OnHa Me[JIeHHO MpOLIAch M0 rajepee, A48 Ha JIdia nopr-
PETOB, KOTOpBIE, Ka3aloch, Iisienu Ha Hee. Eil uynumnock, Oya-
TO OHU YAMBJIAIOTCSA, YTO AeBOYKa U3 MHauM odyTmiiace y HHUX
B JIOME.

Tawm ObLTM 1 TOPTPETHI IETEH — IEBOYEK B TSKENBIX ATIACHBIX
TUIAThSIX, IOXOAMBIIIKX JIO CAMOTO T0JIa, ¥ MATbYMKOB C JJTAHHBI-
MU BOJIOCAMH, B KPYKEBHBIX BOPOTHHUKAX.

Ona Bcerja OCTaHaBIMBAJIACh y MOPTPETOB AETEH, ITyMasi O
TOM, KaK WX 3BaJH, Kyda OHU WCUE3/IM W MOYeMy HOCHJIM Ta-



KyI0 CTpaHHYIO ofexay. OauH nmopTper u300paxasa YOMOpHYIO
HEKPacuBYIO IEBOYKY, TIOXOXYI0 Ha Hee camoe. Ha Heii ObLO 3e-
JIEHOE IIA3€TOBOE IJIaThe, a Ha MaJIblie CU/IEI 3eJIEeHbII TOMyTaii.
Barisin y Hee ObLT OCTPBIiA U JTIOOOTIBITHBIMA.

— I'ne ThI Teneps KuUBElIL? — TPOMKO cripocuiia ee Mepu. — 5
OBl XOTeJIa, YTOOBI ThI ObLIA TETIEPh 31ECh.

Hu onHa eBouka, BEpOATHO, HUKOTJA HE TTPOBOJMIIA BpeMst
Tak cTpaHHO. Eii Ka3anock, 4TO BO BCEM rpoOMagHOM JOMe Obl-
JIa TOJILKO OJTHA OHAa — MaJICHbKAsl IEBOYKA B YEPHOM ILIAThUILIE,
OpojMBIIIasi BHU3 W BBEPX T10 JIECTHUIIAM, TIO IIIMPOKUM WU y3-
KUM KOPHIOpaM, MO KOTOPHIM HUKTO, KpOME Hee, HUKOI/a He
XOIUII.

Ecnu 6bU10 TOCTPOEHO CTOJIBKO KOMHAT, TO B HUX, BEPOSITHO,
JKWJIH JTIO/IA KOT/Ia-TO, HO TeTiephb MOBCIOY OBLIO TaK MYCTO, YTO
eil He BepUJIOCh, OY/ITO 3TO MOIJIO OBITh TAK HA CAaMOM JIeJie.

Korna ona no6pasiack 10 BTOPOTro 3Ta)a, el B3IyManoch Mo-
BEPHYTh PYUKYy OJIHOM U3 JiBepeid. Bce nBepu ObUIM 3aTBOpPEHBI,
Kak el ckazana muccuc MeuioK, 1 OHa B3s1ach 3a PYUKY Of-
HOH U noBepHy/a ee. OHa HEMHOTO UCITyrajach, KOrjua rnoyyB-
CTBOBaJI4, YTO Py4Ka MOBEPHYJIACh OUYEHb JIETKO U YTO IpU MEp-
BOM TOJTYKE cama JBEPb MEJIEHHO U TSKEJO OTBOPUJIACH. DTO
ObLJTa MacCMBHasI ABEPb, KOTOpasi Besa B OOJIbIIyIo crianbHio. Ha
CTeHax ObUTM TKaHble 000M, a OKOJIO CTEeH CTOsiIa MeOeslb C UH-
KpyCTalMen — Takasi, Kakyl oHa yacto Bujana B Muauu. 1u-
POKOE OKHO CBUHIIOBBIM IEPEIJIETOM BBIXOJWJIO B CTEMb, a HAJl
KaMUHOM BHCEJI €1le OIMH MOPTPET YONOPHOM HEKPACHBOU Jie-



BOYKH, KOTOpasl, Ka3aJioCh, IJIsijiesa ¢ OO IBIINM JIOOOIBITCTBOM,
yeM Tpex/Ie.

— BBITh MOXeT, OHa KOra-HUOY/Ib CIajia 3/1eCh, — CKazaya Me-
pu. — OHa Tak CMOTPUT Ha MEHsI, 4TO 51 ceOsl YYBCTBYIO KaK-TO
CTPaHHO.

[Mocne 3TOr0 OHa OTKpHUIA €Ille HeCKOJBbKO JBEpel, MOTOM
elre HecKoyibko. OHa BUjieNa CTOIbKO KOMHAT, YTO HavaJla ycTa-
BaTh, U PelIna, YTO UX, BEPOATHO, OblIa COTHS, XOTS OHA U HE
cuuTaiga. Bo Bcex koMHaTax ObLIM CTapble KAPTUHBI UJIM CTapbie
TKaHble 000 CO CTPAaHHBIMU M300pPaKEHUSIMU, U TIOYTH B KaX-
J0i KOMHate ObliIa CTpaHHasi MeOellb U CTPaHHbIE YKPAIICHHSI.

B ongHOM KOMHaTe, MOX0oKel Ha JaMCKUU Oymyap, 060u ObLIH
OapxaTHble, a B IKapYUKe CTOSIO OKOJIO COTHU MaJIEHBKHUX CJIO-
HOB, BBITOYCHHBIX U3 CJIOHOBOW KOCTH. Bce oHM ObLTN pa3iny-
HOW BEJIMYMHBI, U Y HEKOTOPBIX HA CITMHAX ObLTH MaJJaHKUHBI WIN
MOTOHIIMKU. Mepu Bujiesia Takue BellWYKU B MIHIUM; OTKpPBIB
JBepb IMIKaurKa, OHa CTajla Ha MaJIeHbKYI0 CKaMeeuKy U Hava-
Jla urpath umu. Korja e 31o HaJ10eJ10, OHa paccTaBujia CJIOHOB
B IIPEXKHEM TMOPSIIKE U 3aTBOPHJIA IBEPh IKaUIMKa.

Bpoist o JUIMHHBIM KOPUOPAaM M HEXUJIBIM KOMHATaM, OHa
HE BCTPETHJIa HU OIHOTO KMBOTO CYINECTBA, HO B 3TOM KOMHATE
yBHUJAJIA €ro.

[Mocne TOro Kak JeBOYKa 3aTBOPHIIA JBEPIly IKaUMKa, OHA
yCIIbllajia Kakou-To Jierkuid mopox. OHa BCKOYWJIA W CTaja
OCMAaTpUBATh CTOSIBIIWI y KAMUHA JMBaH, OTKYJa 3TOT IIOPOX
ciplmacs. B yrmy quBaHa exana 6apxatHasi OyIIKa, B KOTO-



poil ObUTa AbIpa, a U3 STOUM ABIPHI BHIIJISAbIBAJIA KPOXOTHAS TO-
JIOBKA C ITApOU UCIyTaHHBIX IJ1a3.

Mepu OCTOpPOXXKHO TofoLUIA MOMIsAAeTh. brectsanme rnasa
NpUHAJIeKATM MaJIeHbKON Cepod MBIIIM, KOTOpasi MpOrphbi3ia
JBIPY B TIOMYIIKE M YCTPOMIIA TaM Kuiibe. Bosie Hee Jiexao 1ie-
CTepO CHSIIUX MBIIIIAT.

— Ecnm Obl OHU He MCIyrajmch, st Obl UX B3sU1a ¢ COOOH, —
ckazana Mepu.

Ona Tak gonro Opoauia Mo JI0My, YTO OYEHb ycTalla U Bep-
HyJIach 0OpartHO. [[Ba-Tpu pa3a oHa 3a0;ynIuiach, MOBEPHYB HE
TyJa, KyJa CJIeIoBajio, U efl PUIIIOCh OPOINTh B3aj U BIepe
10 KOpUI0paMm, MoKa OHa He Toraia B TOT, KyJa ei Hajao ObLIo.
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHAa OYYTMJIACh HA TOM Taxe, Ije Kuja, HO
Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHMU OT CBOEM KOMHATHI U HE Cpa3y MOIJia
pa3o0pars, rie OHa HaXOIUJIACh.

— MHe Kaertcsi, 51 ONsATh MOBEpHYyJIa He Ty/a, Ky/aa Cle/ioBa-
JI0, — CKa3ajia OHa BCIYX, CTOSl B KOHIIE KOPOTKOTO KOPHUIOpPA C
TKaHbIMHA 000sIMU Ha cteHax. — He 3Hato, kyna uaru. Kak tuxo
BCIOY !

Oma ele cTosijia TaM U He ycriesa elie KOHYUTh (ppasbl, Kak
TUIIUHY BAPYT HAPYIIHJI 3BYK. DTO OMATH ObUT KPUK, HO HETIOXO-
KWW Ha TOT, KOTOPHI OHA CIIBIIIANA TPOIUION HOUBI. DTO ObLI
OTPBIBUCTBIN KPUK — KalIPU3HBIN BU3T peOeHKa, MoMy3arayIieH-
HBII CTEHAMU.

— Dro Omke, yem ObLIO Torja, — ckasana Mepu, cepjlie Ko-
TOpPOY 3a0MJIOCh CHITbHEE, — U 9TO T1ad. — OHa HEeYassHHO I0TPO-



HYJIaCh PYKOM /IO KOBpa U MCIYraHHO OTCKoumsa Hazana. Kosep
NPUKPHIBAJ COOO0I0 ABEPb, KOTOPAsi OTBOPHIIACH; 32 ITOW JBEPHIO
OBLJIO MPOJOIIKEHNE KOPUIOPA, 10 KOTOPOMY Ila Muccrc Men-
JIOK CO CBSI3KOH KJIIOUEH B PyKe U C CEPAUTHIM BbIPAKEHUEM JIU-
a.

— To1 uTO 31€ECH NEenaems? — crpocuia oHa, cxBaTuB Mepu 3a
PYKY U OTTAIllB ee B CTOpOHY. — ] uto Tede ropopuia?

— 51 noBepHyJa He B TOT KOpUIOP, — 0ObsicHrIa Mepu. — 51 He
3HaJIA, KyJa UJTH, ¥ YCIIBIIIANA, 9YTO KTO-TO TUIaver.

B 3Ty MuHYTY OHa BO3HEHaBHIea MUCCUC MeIoK, HO B Clie-
AYIOIYI0 MUHYTY BO3HEHABH IENA ee elre OOoJIbIIIe.

— Tsl HUUErO TaKOTO HE CiIbIXajia, — CKa3asia SKOHOMKA. — [1oii-
1M K ceOe B IETCKYIO, He TO 51 TeOsl OTAepy 3a YIIU.

Omna cxBaTua ee 3a pyKy, Taia 1 TOJIKasi Mo KOpUIopy, MoKa,
HAKOHEIl, He BTOJIKHYJIA B €¢ COOCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY.

— A Ternepsb, — cKa3aJsia OHa, — Thl JIyYIlle CUJIH, T]Ie TPUKA3aHoO,
He To TeOs 3anpyT. Mucrtep KpaBeH oJokeH B3STh TeOe TyBep-
HAHTKY, Kak o0emal. 3a ToOOM HAO CTPOTO MPUCMATPUBATh, a
y MeHsI U TaKk pabOoThI IOBOJIHHO.

Oma BblIIUIA U3 KOMHATBI, TPOMKO XJIOITHYB JiBepbio. Mepu ce-
Jla Ha KOBep BO3JIe KaMMHa, Bcsl OneyHast ot rHeBa. OHa He 3a-
TUIaKasa, Ho 3acKpexerana 3yoamu.

— Kro-TO mymakaut. . . miakait. . . Tuiakai, — ckazaja oHa ceoe ca-
MOW.

OnHa gBakIpl CIbIIIANIA KPUK U PElIuia, YTO KOraa-HUOYIb
y3HAeT, B 4eM JeJ0. B 310 yTpo oHa yxe y3nana mHoroe. OHa



JyBCTBOBasIa ceOs Tak, OyITO COBepIIWIA JUIMHHOE IyTelle-
CTBHE U, BO BCSKOM CJIy4ae, HEMHOTO pa3BJIeKJIach: OHa ycresna
MOMTPaTh KOCTSHBIMU CIIOHAMU W BHJEJIa CEPYI0 MBI C JieTe-
HBIIIIAMH B HOPKE B OapXaTHOH MOJYIIIKE.



I'naBa VIII

Upes /Ba AHS MOCHIE TOTrO, Korna Mepyu mpocHy/1ach yTpoM,
OHa cefiyac ke cella B OCTe U no3paia Mapry:

— [Nocmotpu-ka Ha crenb! [TocmoTpu-Ka.

Hoxp mpekpaTtuics, a oonaka yHecao BeTpoM. Berep Toxe
YTUX, U HaJl CTETbIO BBICWIICS SIPKO-TOYyOO# cBOI HeOa. Mepu
HUKOT/IA JJake HE CHUJIOCh, YTO HeOo ObIBaeT Takoe roinyboe. B
Wuauu HeOo Beeraa ObUTO TOYHO PacKaJIeHHOE, a 3/1eCh OHO OBLIIO
TaKOTO SIPKO-TOIYyOOro IBETA, YTO Ka3aJIOCh KAKUM-TO UyJHBIM,
OnectsammM, 6e3I0HHBIM 03€POM; TaM U CSIM, BBICOKO B 3TOM TO-
JyOOM CBOJIe, HOCHJIMCh MaJIeHbKUE OeJlble TIepHCThie 00NauKa.
[Iupokwuii mpoCTOp CTENU TOKe ObLT MATKO-TOTYOOH, a He Mpay-
HO-OarpsiHbIA WK CEPBIH.

— Ja, Oypst miporia, — pagocTHO cka3zaina Mapra. — Beerna
ObIBaeT TaK B 3TO BpeMsl rojia — 32 HOUb BCE MIPOXOIUT, Kak OyATO
Oypy HHMKOTJa He ObIJIO M HUKOIAA He OygeT. To MoToMYy, YTO
BecHa uyet. OHa erne 1ajieko, HO Bce-TaKu UjIeT.

— A g mymana, 94to B AHIJIMU BCer/a JI0K/Ib U BCEeria XMypo, —
ckazasna Mepu.

— O, Her! — ckazana Mapra. — B Mopkiupe, koria sicHo, TO
sicHee, 4yeM BesJie Ha cBete. S Tebe roBopuia, UTo Thl MTPUBHIK-
HEIllb U CTaHell b JIIOOUTH CTeTTh. Thl TOJIBKO MO0 TY — YBU/IUIIIb,
Kak 3alBeTeT 30JI0TUCTHIN APOK, U BEPECK, U MypPITypHbIE KOJIO-
KOJIYMKH; CTAHYT IMOpXaTh 0a00YKH, 3aKy>KKaT ITIEJTbI ¥ 3arI0I0T



*aBopoHkH. Torma Tede 3axouyercst BCTaTh Ha pacCBETe W OBITh
1LIeJIBIN JIeHb B CTEIU, KaK JeiaeT Hail J{uKoH.

— A MOHO OyieT MHE TIOUTH Tyz1a? — C TIOOOMBITCTBOM CITPO-
cuna Mepw, 715151 B OKHO Ha rotyOoi ImpocTop.

— He 3Hato, — orBeTuna Mapra. — MHe Kaxercsi, 4TO Thl OT
POy He MMOJIb30BaJIaCh CBOMMU HOTaMU, Thl HE MOIJIa ObI TPONTH
NATA MWIb. [0 HalIero KoTTeaka Bedb MITh MUJIb.

— MHe xoTenoch Obl BUIETH Balll KOTTEIK, — CKazaia Mepu.

Mapra ¢ cekyH/ly IpUCTaIbHO IJIsifieia Ha Hee, TOTOM CHOBa
B35J1aCh 32 CBOM ILETKU M CTaJla YACTUTh KAMUHHYIO PEILETKY.
Ona nogymasna, 4to B 3Ty MUHYTY MaJleHbKOE HEKpacuBOE JIU-
YHMKO JIEBOYKH BOBCE HE KA3aJIOCh TAKMM KHUCJIBIM, KaK B TO yTpO,
KOI/Ia OHA BIIEPBbIE YBU/JIEIIA €€.

— 41 ciporry Moo Math, — ckazana oHa. — OHa Bceraa HauzieT
crnoco0 caenarh uto Hajgo. Cero-aHs — MO ieHb, U MEHS OTITyC-
KaloT qoMoil. 1 ouenb paga! Muccuc Mequiok oueHb yBakaer
MOIO MaTh, MOXET ObITh, OHA C HEI0 TIOTOBOPHT.

— 51 moGmmo TBOO MaTh, — cKa3aia Mepu.

— Eine Ob1! — ckazana Mapta, npoaoskas YUCTUTb.

— 4l ee HUKOrAA He BUaa, — ckasana Mepu.

— KoneuHo, Het, — orBeTW1a Mapra, — HO OHa Takasi yMHasi,
padoTsmas, 1oopasi, OonpsTHas, YTO ee JOOAT BCe, KTO BUJIEI
U K10 He Bujen. Korga s uay JOoMoit Mo CTemu, sl Mpbraio OT
pasocTu.

— 51 mo6mo u Jlukona, — nodaBmiia Mepu, — a 51 ¥ ero HUKorja
HE BUAJA.



— 41 yxe roBopmia Tede, — ropAo ckasanga MapTta, — 9To ero
JHOOSIT Y TITUIIBI, Y 3QUIIbI, ¥ JMKUE OBIIbI, M JaKe JIMCHIIBL. 3Ha-
elllb JI1, O YeM s AyMalo, — I00aBuIIa OHa, COCPEIOTOYEHHO IJIs-
751 Ha IEBOYKY, — MIOHpPaBUIach Obl Thl [{uKoHy miu HeT?

— He monpaBunacek Obl, — ckazana Mepu CBOMM YOITOPHBIM,
XOJIOOHBIM TOHOM. — $l HUKOMY HE HpaBJIIOCh.

— A cama ce0Ge Tbl HpaBHIIIbcsI? — cripociiia MapTa, kak 6yaTo
eil Ha caMoM Jiesie HaJlo ObLIO 3HATh 3TO.

Mepu ¢ cekyHy KoseOasiach, Kak Obl OOyMbIBasi OTBET.

— Her... coBcem He HpaBioch, — oTBeTHIIA OHA. — Ho 10 cnux
NOp s1 HUKOT/IA He AyMajia 00 STOM.

Mapra ynuia, Kak Tojbko nogaina Mepwu ee 3aBtpak. Eii pen-
CTOSUJIO TIPOUTH TISATh MUJIb TIO CTEMH, YTOOBI 10OPATHCSI 10 CBO-
€ro KOTTeKa.

3Has, uto Mapra ynuia, Mepu nouyBcTBoBajia ce0st 0cCoOeH-
HO oinHOKOM. OHa OBICTPO BhIOEKAJA B cajl M CHavyasia odexana
JIeCSITh pa3 BOKPYT (pOoHTaHa; el cTajo HeMHoro Becesnee. [lotom
OHa OTITpaBWJIaCh B (DPYKTOBBIM caj U TaM yBHjesa bena, Koro-
phIii paboTan ¢ IByMsI ApYrUMH cafoBHUKamHU. [lepemena moro-
JIbl, OYEBUJHO, XOPOLIO MOAEVCTBOBAJIA HA HETO, M OH CaM 3aro-
BOpuJ ¢ Mepu.

— BecHa upzer, — cka3an oH. — Uyens ee 3anax?

Mepu noHwoxasna BO3ayX.

— [TaxHeT yeM-To XOpOIlIMM, CBEXKUM U BJIAXKHBIM, — CKa3ajia
OHa.

— D10 3emuiell maxHeT, — 0ObsicHI beH. — Bon Tam, B 1BeT-



HUKaX, CKOpPO BCe 3allIeBeUTCs B TEMHOTE, 1ol 3emJierd. CoHiie
I'PEET, U Thl YBUMIIIb, KAK U3-TI0J] 3€MJIM CKOPO CTaHYT MOKa3bl-
BAThCS1 3€JIEHBIE OCTPUSI. ..

— A dt0 3710 OyzeT? — cnpocuiia Mepu.

— INoncHeXHUKH, HAPITUCCHI. .. Thl MX Koraa-HUOYIb BUjIena?

— Her. B lnaun Bce 3e51eH0, U TEIUIO, U BJIAXKHO I0CIIE J10-
KJer. MHe KaxeTcs, YTO TaM BCE BbIPACTaeT B OHY HOYb.

— Her, 310 He BhIpacTeT B OfiHy HOYb, — cKa3al ben. — Tebe
NPUIETCS KJIATh U CIIEAUTH !

— byny, — orBetuna Mepu.

Ckopo oHa ycrbliana MArKUM IEJeCT KPblJIbEeB U Cpasy J1ora-
JaJiack, 4TO 3TO OMSTh MpuiieTena MaMHOBKA. OHa Obljla OueHb
XJIOTIOT/IMBA U Becea, MpbIrajia Bo3je caMblx HOr MepH U, CKJIo-
HVB TOJIOBKY HaOOK, TaK XUTPO IJIsIeNa Ha Hee, YTo MepH CIipo-
cuia bena:

— Bbl ymaere, oHa MeHsI IOMHUT?

— ITomunt ;! — Heroayoie BOCKJIMKHYJ beH. — [la oHa 3Ha-
€T BCAKYIO KOYEPBIKKY B OBpare, He TOJIBKO Jozer. OHa 31ech
HUKOI/Ia HE BUJIAJIa MAJIEHbKOW JEBOYKH, U €1 XOUETCs BCE pas3-
y3HaTh PO TeO. ...

— A B TOM cajly, Tie OHA >KUBET, TOKE BCE IIEBEIUTCS MO
3emyien? — cripocuia Mepu.

— B kakom cagy? — mpoBopuais beH, onaTh CTaB yrpoMbIM.

— A Tam, rje po30Bble KyCThl. — Mepu He MorJ1a yaepKaTbCs OT
9TOro BOIPOCA, MOTOMY UTO €i1 CTPAIIIHO XOTeJIOCh y3HATh. — Tam
BCE LIBETHI YMEPJIM WJIM HEKOTOPBIE OKUBAIOT JIETOM ? A PO3bI TaM



€cThb?

— Cripocu y Hee, — cka3al beH, IBUHYB IJIeUOM B HarlpaBJie-
HUU MaJMHOBKU. — OHa ofiHa 3TO 3HaeT. TaM yxe AecsaTh JieT
HUKTO He ObIBaJI.

Mepu noaymasa, 4to JecATh JeT — OYeHb JOIruil cpok. OHa
POAUIIACH IEJBIX AECSTh JIET TOMY Ha3aj.

Oma otoriia, MeijieHHO cooOpaskasi. OHa HAYMHAIA JTIOOUTh
cafl, Kak nomoouia nTuuky, u JIukona, u matb Maptel. OHa Ha-
yrHAJIa MoouTh 1 Mapty Toke. Eil Ka3anoch, 4To OHa JIOOUT
OYEeHb MHOTHUX JIOJIEH, B 0COOEHHOCTH TIOTOMY, YTO HE TIPUBBIK-
Ja mo0uTh HUKOro. (OHa U O MITUYKE AyMalia, Kak O YeIOBeKe.)

OHna BbIIUIA HA JIOPOKKY BO3JI€ 3apOCIIEH IUIIOIIOM CTEHBI,
HaJl KOTOPOW BUAHEJNCh BEPXYIIKU JIEPEBbEB, U, KOIJA MIPOXO-
JWJIA TT0 HEW BO BTOPOM pa3, C HEX CIIyYMJIOCh HEYTO UHTEPECHOE
U YIUBUTENbHOE, U Bee Oaronapst ntuuke bena Yatepcradda.

Mepu ycablnana medeTaHbe NTUIBI U, TIOCMOTPEB Ha OOHa-
KEHHYI0 KJIyMOY CJieBa, YBUjIea MAIMHOBKY, KOTOpasi Mphiraja
¥ JIeJ1ajia BUJI, YTO BBITACKUBAET YTO-TO U3 3€MJIU, KaK OY/ITO Ke-
Jast I0Kazath Mepw, 4To BOBCe He ciieioBaia 3a Heio. Ho Mepu
3HaJIa, YTO OHa I1IJIa CJIE/IOM 32 HEI0, U 3TO HAMOJHWIO €€ TAKUM
BOCTOPI'OM, UTO OHA AaXe 3apoxkaa.

— Tl noMHMIIL MEHA! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA. — [ToMHnmb! T
KpacuBee BCero Ha cBete!

Mepu 6onTana u MaHWIa ITUYKY, a ITUYKA MPbIrajia v Yupu-
KaJia, TOUHO pa3roBapuBasi C HE.

[IBeTounas kiaymOa Oblia HE COBCEM OOHa)KeHa; HA OJHOM



KOHIIE €€ POcjia Tpymma KyCTOB, M KOIJa MaJMHOBKA MpbITaia
MexX HUMU, Mepu 3amMeTusIa, 4To OHA MepenphirHy/ia yepe3 Ma-
JIEHBKYIO KYUKY CBEXEB3PBITOUN 3eMIi. 3emiisi Oblia B3phITa TO-
TOMY, YTO co0aKa crapajiach MOMMaTh KpOTa M BBIPbLIA JIOBOJIb-
HO TIIyOOKYIO 5IMYy.

Mepu mocMoTpena Ha 3TO, He 3Has Jaxe, KaKuMm 00pa3om
TaM OKa3asach siMa, ¥ BAPYT YBUJIENA HEUTO, TIOYTU COBCEM TTPU-
KPBITOE CBEKEBCKOIMAHHOM 3eMJIeid. DTO ObIJIO HEUTO MOX0Xkee Ha
prKaBoe XkeJIe3HOe WM MEHOE KOJIbIIO; KOTJa MaJIMHOBKA B3JIe-
TeJia Ha iepeBo, Mepu npoTsiHy/Ia pyKy U MOJHsLIA KoJbilo. Oka-
3QJI0Ch, YTO 3TO HE KOJIbIIO, & CTAPBIM KJII0Y, KOTOPbIH, ITOXOKE,
OUeHb JIONToe BpeMsl ObLI 3aphIT B 3eMJIE.

Mepu mopHsUIach M C WCHOYTaHHBIM JIAIIOM TODJIsijieNia Ha
KJIIOY, BUCEBILIMM y HEE HA MAJIbLIE.

— OH, MOXeT ObITh, ObUT 3aphIT LIENBIX JECATH JIET, — CKa3aa
OHa IIIETIOTOM. — JTO, MOXKET OBbITh, KJII0Y OT TOro caja!



I'naBa IX

Mepu nonroe Bpemsi CMOTpeJia Ha KJTI0U, BEpTeia ero Bo Bce
CTOPOHBI M Bce AyMayia 0 Hem. Kak yke ObLJIO cKa3aHO Tpekje,
OHa He ObUIa TaKUM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPOTrO MPHYYMJIN CIpAIlIH-
BaTh MO3BOJIEHU S WJIM COBETA CTAPIINX OTHOCUTETLHO Yero Obl TO
HU ObUTO. OHa JlyMaJia o KJIIoUe TOJBKO TO, YTO €CJIM STOT KJII0Y
OT 3aIlepToro caja U ecjii OHa MOIJIa Obl OTHICKATh KaJMTKY, TO
MO’HO OBLJIO ObI OTIIEPETh €€ ITHM KJII0YOM, IIOCMOTPETh, UTO
HAXOIUTCS 32 CTEHAMU U YTO CIIYYHJIOCh CO CTAPhIMU PO30BBHIMU
KyCTaMH.

Eif oueHb XOTENOCh BUJIETh STOT Cajl TOJIBKO MOTOMY, UTO OH
OBLI 3amepT Takoe Aosroe BpeMs. Eil kazanock, 4To STOT cajl Ka-
KOI-TO OCOOEHHBIN M YTO B TEUECHUE JECATH JIET TAM JIOJIKHO ObI-
JIO TIPOM30UTHU HEUTO yauBUTeNbHOE. KpoMe Toro, oHa aymaia,
YTO €CJIM CaJ] €H MOHPABUTCS, TO MOKHO OyIeT XOAUTh Ty/a Kax-
JIBIA JIEHb, 3aMpaTh 32 COOOM KAJIMTKY U UTPaTh COBCEM OJIHOM.
HukTo He 3Has OB, T/Ie OHA, IOTOMY YTO BCE TyMaid Obl, YTO
KaJIMTKA 3alepTa ¥ KJII0Y 3apHIT B 3¢MJTI0. DTa MBIC/Ib OY€Hb T10-
HpaBWJIaCh €.

OHa xnj1a MoYTH OHA B OOJIBIIIOM JOME C COTHEW TAMHCTBEH-
HBIX 3allepThIX KOMHAT W HE HAXOMWIa HUYEro, YTO MOIJIO Obl
3aHATh WM Pa3Biieub €€, U UIMEHHO 3TO PACIIEBEIIUIIO ee JIpe-
MABIIUI MO3T ¥ pa3Oyauiio ee BOOOpaxeHHe. ToMy, KOHEUHO,
HEMaJIO CIIOCOOCTBOBAJI U YMCTHIN, OOAPSAIINMA, CBEXKUNA BO3IYX



crermu. B MHaum Mepwu Bceria ObLJIO JapKo W OHA Bceraa Obuia
Takas Bsilasi U crabasi, 9YTO y Hee He BOZHUKAJIO HUKAKKX KeJla-
HUIA, 371ECh K€ el XOTeJIOCh ClIe/iaTh YTO-HUOY/ b HOBOE.

OHa noJIoKujIa KJII0Y B KapMaH U CTajla XOIUTh B3aJl U BIle-
pen 1o gopoxke. [To Hel, Ka3aJ0Cch, HUKTO HUKOTA HE TIPOXO-
w1, Kpome Mepw, 1 OHa MOTJIa IIPOXaKUBAThCSI OUEHb MeJIJIeH-
HO, VISl HAa CTEHY WJIM, JIydllle CKa3aTh, Ha TIOKPBIBABIIUN ee
TUTIONI. DTOT ILTIONT COMBAJI €€ C TOJIKY: CKOJIbKO OHA HU TJIsifIeNa,
OHa HUYEro He BHJEJa, KPOME YacCThIX OJIECTSIIMX TEMHO-3eJ1e-
HBIX JIUCTheB. OHa ObLJIa OUeHb pa30YapoBaHa; ef Ka3aaoch Hesle-
IIBIM TO, YTO OHA TaK OJIM3KO M HE MOXET BONTU BHYTPb. C KITIO-
YoM B KapMaHe OHa OTMPaBUJIaCh IOMOH, PEIINB, YTO BO BpeMs
MIPOTYJIOK Bcerya OyJeT HOCUTh €ro B KapMaHe, YTOObI OBITh T0O-
TOBOW, €CJTM OHA HAW/IET CKPHITYIO KAJIUTKY.

Muccuc Meniok nossonnia Mapre HoueBarhb B KOTTEKE, HO
Ha clie/iyioliee yTpo OHa CHOBa Oblia 3a padoToid, Oojiee pymsi-
Hasl, YeM BCera, U B MPEKPACHOM PACIIONIOKEHUH JIyXa.

— 41 BcTana B yeThIpe vaca, — 3aropopuia oHa. — Kak ciaBHO
B CTENH YTPOM: COJTHIIE BOCXOJIWT, MITHUIIBI IIPOCHITIAIOTCS, 3aMIIbI
CHYIOT MOBCIofly. §l He BCIO IOpOry MpoIIljia TeKOM, MeHsI Ka-
KOU-TO MY)XYMHA TTOJ]BE3 HA TEJIEKKE.

W oHa mycTuiach paccKasbiBaTh, KaK XOPOIINO OHA MPOBEa
CBOW CBOOOAHBIN JieHb. Math eii oueHb oOpajgoBaiach, U OHU
CTPaBUJIMCh U CO CTUPKOW, U ¢ medeHbeM. OHa Jake KakJIoMy
U3 JIeTell UCTIeKJIa 1O CJIAIKOMY IMUPOKKY.

Onu ObUTM TOpSTYME, KOT/IA JeTH Npunum u3 crenu. M B no-



Me TaK XOPOIIIO MaxJo ropsYel BHITIEUKOW, M OTOHb TaK XOPOIIIO
MbLIAJI B OYare, YTo AeTH BU3kaau oT pagoctu. Hamr [IMkoH ro-
BOPHUT, UTO Yy HaC B KOTTEKE TaK XOPOIIO, YTO caM KOPOJIb MOT
OBl JKUTh B HEM.

Beuepom Bce onu cugenu y ouara, Mapra pacckasbiBajia je-
TSIM PO IEBOYKY, KOTOpasi nmpuexania u3 MHauu u KoTopou BCIo
€€ JKU3Hb MPUCTYKUBAIA YEPHOKOKHE, TAK YTO OHA cama Jaxe
YyJIOK HE ymeJia HaJeTb.

— VM oueHb MOHPABUJIMCh PACCKa3bl MpO TeOs, — cKazaia
Mapra. — M Bce XOTeIOCh y3HaTh U MPO YEPHOKOXKUX, U IPO
KOpabJib, Ha KOTOPOM Thl Tipuexasia. CKOJIBKO 1 UM HU paccKa-
3bIBaJIa, BCe OBLIO MAJIO.

Mepu Ha cexkyHy 3aayMasach.

— 51 Tebe pacckaxy ele MHOToe, Mpesk/e YeM Thl MOM/IEeIh
JIOMOI B ClIelyIoIui pa3, — cka3ajia oHa. — Torga tebe OyneT o
4yeM ropacckaszarb. § yBepeHa, 4To UM XOTeJIOCh Obl YCIIBIIIATD
PO €37y Ha CJIOHAX W BepOIioIax v MPO OXOTY HA TUTPOB... A
JIMKOHY ¥ TBOEH MaTepy TOKE HPABUJIOCH CITYIIATh 9TH PacCKas3bl
000 mMHe?

— Eme Obt! ¥V JlMkoHa 11a3a caenanuch Takue Kpyrible, 4To
YyTh HE BBICKOYMJIM W3 TOJIOBBI, — CKa3aja Mapra. — A mare-
pU MOe# CTajio Xajb TeOsl, TOTOMY YTO ThI )KUBEIIIb ITOUTH OfI-
Ha. «Heyxenu mucrep KpaBeH He B3s1J1 €il T'yBEpHAHTKY WU HSI-
HU?» — TOBOPUT OHa. A s roBopio: «Her, He B3su1, XOTs1 MUCCUC
Menok ckazajna, 4YTO BO3bMET, KOTJIa BCIIOMHHT; HO OH MOKET
rofia ABa-TpU HE BCIIOMHUTD PO ITO.



— He Hazto MHe ryBepHaHTKH, — PE3KO cKazaia Mepu.

— Ho most math roBopuT, 4to TeOe yke Mmopa y4uThCs IO
KHIKKaM Y HaJI0 K TeOe MPUCTaBUTD JKEeHIMHY. «KakoBo ObI Te-
6e ObLJI0, — TOBOPUT OHA, — B TAKOM I'POMA/IHOM JIOM€, COBCEM
onHou u 6e3 marepu! Thl mocTapaicst pa3BecenTh ee», — TOBO-
puT oHa. 1 eit obemana 3To.

Mepu npucTanbHO U JOJITO CMOTpPESIAa Ha Hee.

— MHe ¢ T060i1 Becenee, — ckazasia oHa. — $1 OO0 CIyIaTh
TBOU Pa3rOBOPBHI.

Ckopo Mapra BbllLIa, HO BEPHYJIACH, A€pKa YTO-TO Nox (pap-
TYKOM.

— 3Haerb M, — cKa3aja OHa C BeceJion YJIBIOKOW, — 5 Tede
TIPUHECIA MIOAAPOK !

— INogapok! — BockmkHyJ1a Mepu.

Kak MOXHO npuchuiaTh NOJAPKU U3 KOTTE/AKA, B KOTOPOM Ye-
THIPHA/LIATh YEJIOBEK KUBYT BIPOToJO/b!

Mapra BbiHY/IA U3-110] (papTyKa MOJAPOK U C TOPAOCTHIO T0-
Kazana ero Mepu. 1o Obli1a Kpenkasi TOHKasi BEpeBOYKa C IMoJIo-
caThIMU JIEPEBSIHHBIMU PyYKaMu Ha 00oux KoHIax. Ee mpucnana
MaTb Maptel. Mepu JIeHHOKC HUKOT/1a e11ie He BUJJaJla MPbIraJIKu
U C HEIOyMEHHEM CMOTpeJia Ha Hee.

— st 9ero 310? — ¢ MOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— lna gero! — BockamkHy1a Mapra. — Heyxenu B Inanu co-
BCEM HET MPBITaJIOK, a TOJIbKO CJIOHBI, TUTPHI j1a BepOmmonsl? s
yero 310! Thl mocMOTpU HA MeHs !

Omna BpIOEKajia Ha CpeIMHY KOMHATHI U, B3SIB B PYKH KOHIIbI



BEPEBKH, HavaJia IphIratb. Mepu ¢ yIuBJICHUEM IJIsi/ieNia Ha Hee,
Y CTpaHHbIC JIMIA CTAphIX MOPTPETOB TOXE, KA3aJIOCh, TIISI/IENN
Ha Hee, TOYHO YAMBJISASICh, KaK CMeJia 3Ta JePeBEHCKas JIEBYIII-
Ka fenath 310. Ho Mapra gaxe He 3amevasnia ux. JIroOOIBITCTBO
Y MHTEpeC, BhIpakaBIlvecs Ha jmie Mepu, Tak oOpafoBaju ee,
YTO OHA MPOJIOJIKAJIA MPHITaTh ¥ MPhITasia JI0 TeX Mop, MOKa OT-
CYMTAJIA CTO.

— 41 mMorna Ol MphHITaTh eI1e J0Jblle, — CKa3ajia OHa, Korjaa
ocraHoBmJIack. — Korma MHe ObUIO JIET JBEHALIATD, 1 OJHAKIbI
nphiraja, oKa He OTCUUTAsIA TATUCOT!

Mepu mogHsIach CO CTy/Ia, YyBCTBYs, YTO M OHA HAYMHAET
OKUBJISITHCS.

— 310, KaXeTcs, MPUATHO, — CKa3asia OHa. — TBOsI MaTh noOpast
keHIuHA. Kak Tl qymaerb, MOTy s KOrJa-HUOY/Ib BHIyUUThCS
IpbIraTh Tak?

— A b1 TIOTIPOOY#! — ckazana Mapra, nmogaBasi el BepeBoU-
Ky. — OzieHbCsl ¥ MOIM MONpbIrail HA OTKPBITOM BO3ayxe. Most
MaTh Bejiejla MHE CKa3aTh TeOe, YTOObI Thl MOOOJIbIIE OblIa Ha
BO3JIyXe, JIaXke KOra A0XK/Ib UJIET, — TOIBKO OJEHbCS MOTeIlIee.

Mepwu Hajena najabTo U MUISIY U MepeKrUHYIa BEPEBOUKY Ue-
pe3 pyky. OHa yxe OTBOpwWJIa JIBE€Pb, UTOOBI BHITH, KaK BJIPYT
BCIIOMHIJIA O YeM-TO U MeJJIEHHO OOepHYJIach Ha3ajl.

— Mapra, — ckazasia oHa, — BefIb 9TO ObUIO TBOE kKaJOBAaHbBE.
1o 06U TBOM J1Ba neHca. Cnacubo tede.

OmHa ckazana 3T0 YOMOPHBIM TOHOM, ITOTOMY YTO HE TMPUBbIK-
Jla OyarofapuTh KOro-HUOY/Ib WIM 3aMedarb, KOrja JIOAU YTO-



HUOYIb esaiy ISl Hee.

— Cnacu6o Tebe, — cka3ayia OHa ¥ MPOTSIHYJIa PyKYy, IOTOMY
YTO He 3HaJIa, YTO ey elle HaJIo C/IeNIaTh.

Maprta HeBOJIbHO TPSIXHYJIA €€ PYKY, Kak OyITO U OHa TOXe He
NpUBBIKJIA K 3TOMY. [ToTOM OHa paccmesiiach.

— Thl KaKasA-TO CTpaHHAs, TOYHO MAJICHbKAsI CTApyIIKa, — CKa-
3aj1a oHa. — Ecii Obl T ObLIa HaIa DJUIeH, Tl Obl MEHS MOLe-
JIoBaa.

Mepu ckazana elie 4ornopHee:

— Tw1 x0uerb, 4ToOBI 51 TeOs motenoBaa?

Mapra cHOBa 3acMesiIach.

— O, Het, — oTBeTUsIa OHA. — Ecyi OBl THI ObLIa Apyras, Thl OB,
MOXeT OBbITh, CAMa 3aX0TeJNa ITO cAesaTh... Ho Thl He apyrasi. ..
beru B cag u urpai tam.

Ha nyme y Mepu ObUIO Kak-TO CTPaHHO, KOT/Ia OHA BBIIILIA.
STU HOPKIIUPIIBI OYeHb CTPaHHbIE U, 1 MapTa Bcerna Obuia
Juis Hee 3arajkoil. CHavasia oHa He HpaBwiach Mepu, a Ternepb
HayaJia HpaBUThCSI.

BepeBouka okazanach yIMBHUTEIILHOM ITYKOW. Mepu cunTtaia
¥ TIpbITaJjia, Mpbirajia u cCuMTasa, rmoka ek y Hee He pacKpacHe-
JIVCh, ¥ OHA TaK YBJIEKJIACh 3TUM, KaK HUKOTJ]a HUUEM He yBJIe-
KaJiach.

Ona 3a0pasiach B (DpyKTOBBIN caf, rae yBuaena beHa, koro-
PbIli KOTAJI 3eMJTIO U TOJIKOBAJT C MAJIMHOBKOW, TIPBITaBIlel Mmojie
Hero. Mepu nondexana K Hemy, Mpbirast 4yepe3 BepeBOUKY, U OH
TIO/THSUJT TOJIOBY U CMOTpPEJT HA Hee CO CTPAaHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM.



Mepu gymasna o TOM, 3aMETHUT OH €€ WY HET; €l OYE€Hb XOTENIOCh,
9TOOBI OH BHUJIEJI, KAK OHA TPHITaerT.

— Wb 1h1! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — [la Thl, mOXaJyil, HA caMOM
Jiefie IeBOYKa, U B KWIax y TeOs MOJIoAasi KpOBb, a HE KHUCIIOe
MoJioko. UMb Harnpeiraiack, 1axe 1meku packpacHenuch! Hu 3a
9TO OBI HE TIOBEPUIL.

Mepu oOe:xana BOKpYT BCEX CaJJOB M BOKPYT (DpyKTOBOTO ca-
14, OTAbIXasl Kax/ple HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, U, HAKOHELl, HallpaBU-
Jlack K CBOed JnoOumon nopoxkke. Eil XoTenmochk monpodoBarth,
CyMeeT JI1 OHa MpoOexaTh BCIO JUTMHY €e, Mphirasi 4epe3 Bepe-
BOUKy. OHa Hayasa npelraTb OYeHb MEJJIEHHO, HO Ha TMOJIJ0PO-
re JOJKHA ObUIa OCTAHOBUTHCS, IOTOMY UTO €M CTajo kapKo U
y Hee nepexBaTwiio ayX. OHa OCTaHOBWJIACh, 3ACMESIBIINCH OT
YIAOBOJIbCTBUS, U BAPYT 3aMETUJIa MAJMHOBKY, Ka4aBIIyIOCs Ha
JUIMHHOM BeTke Iumoma. HanmpaBuBimmch Kk Heil, Mepu mouys-
CTBOBAJI4, YTO C KAX/bIM IIPbIKKOM y HE€ B KapMaHe MOCTYKHU-
BAET UTO-TO TSXKEJIOE, U CHOBA 3aCMESLIACh.

— Buepa ThI MHe TOKa3ana, e ObLT KJTI04, — CKa3ajia OHa. —
A ceroyiHst Thl JOJKHA ObLTa OBl yKa3aTh KAJIMTKY; HO 51 AyMalo,
YTO Thl HE 3HAEIIIb, I7I€ OHA.

[ITruka BCIIOpXHY/a C KayaBIIEHCsl BETKU HA BEPLIUHY CTe-
HBI, IIMPOKO PACKPBLIA KJIOB M 3AJIMJIACh I'POMKOU, UyAE€CHOU
TPEJIbIO, TOUHO XKeJlask OXBACTAThCA.

B ckazkax cBoeii aiis Mepu 4acTo cbliaia mpo BoseOCcTBo,
Y TO, YTO MPOU3OIILIO C HEIO B CIEAYIOUIYI0 MUHYTY, OHAa IOTOM
BCEr/Ja Ha3blBajia BOMIIEOCTBOM.



Bnonbs nmo TponuHke BAPYT MpPOHECCs JIETKUW MOPBIB BETpa,
6onee CHIIbHBIA, YeM TPekae, — HACTOJBKO CHIIbHBIN, YTO 3aKa-
yaJl BETBU JIEPEBLEB U JIJIMHHbBIE, HETIOJPE3aHHBIE BETBY ILTIONIA,
KOTOpbIE CBEHIMBAJIUCH CO CTEHbL. Mepy MofoIIIa HEMHOTO OJTH-
e K ITUYKE; MOPHIBOM BETPA BIIPYT OTHECIIO B CTOPOHY MOOeTH
utoria; Mepy ObICTPO TIPHITHYJIA ere OMvke U yXBaTHiIach 3a
HuX pykow. OHa caenaa 310 IOTOMY, YTO 3aMETHJIa HEYTO MOJ
JIUCTBOIO — KPYIIIYIO PYUKY, TOUTH CKPBITYIO JIUCThSIMU. DTO ObI-
Jla pyyKa KaJIUTKU.

OHa cyHyna pyKH IoJ, JIMCThS U CTaJIa OTOABUTaTh U OTAEPIU-
BaTh UX B CTOPOHY. XOTS IUIIOIL POC OYEHb I'YCTO, OH MPEICTaB-
JI511 co0O0I0 Kak Obl ABMXKYIIHMIACS 3aHAaBeC, MPUKPLIBABIINN Jie-
peBo u xkene30. OT paiocTyl M BOHeHus1 y Mepu CHITbHO OUJIOCh
CepaLe U Apoxav pyku. YTo 310 Takoe. .. y Hee nof pykou? Ka-
Kasi-TO YEThIPEXYToJibHAs JKeJIe3HAas IITYKA U B HEM CKBAXUHA. ..

370 OBbLI 3aMOK KAJIMTKH, KOTOpasi MPOCTOsiIa AECAThH JIeT 3a-
neproid. Mepu cyHyzna pyKy B KapMaH M BblTaluia kiod. OH
NoAXOAnI K 3aMKy. OHa CyHyJIa KJIIOY B 3aMOK Y ITIOBEPHYJIA €TO.
Eii noHagooummck o0e pyKu, 4ToObl CeIaTh 9TO, HO KJTIOY BCe-
TaKu MOBEPHYJICS.

Mepu riyO0KO B3[IOXHYJIA U OIJISTHYJIACh Ha3al, Ha JIOPOXKKY,
9TOOBI MOTJISAETh, He UIET JiK KTo-HUOYab. Ho Mo nopoxke, kKak
BUIHO, HUKTO HUKOrJa He Xoauwi1. OHa OrsTh IITyOOKO B30XHY-
J1a, TOTOMY YTO HE MOIJIa yAepKaTbCsl OT 3TOTO, OTBENA B CTOPO-
HY KOJIBIXABIIMIICS 3aHABEC JIMCTBBI U TOJIKHYJIA IBEPb, KOTOpas
MEIJIEHHO, MEIJIEHHO OTBOPUJIACH.



OHa cKoJb3HY/Ia BHYTPb, 3aTBOPUB 3a COOOW KaJIUTKY, MPH-
CJIOHWJIACH K HE CIIMHOIO, OTJISIIBIBASICH KPYTOM M OBICTPO JbIIIA
OT BO3OYK/ICHUsI, YUBJICHUS W PAJOCTH.

OHa cros1a B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajy.



I'maBa X

D10 OBUIO TAaKOE TPEIECTHOE TAMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, KaKoe
TOJIBKO MOXHO ceOe MpecTaBUTh. BhICOKME CTEHbI, OKpYKaBIINe
cafl, TOKPBITHI CyXUMH, OE3TTUCTHIMU CTEOJISIMU BBIOLIUXCS PO3,
TaKMMHU T'YCTBIMHU, YTO OHH MEPETIENNCh MeX co0010. Mepu Jlen-
HOKC 3HaJIa, YTO 3TO PO3bl, MOTOMY YTO BUAEIA MHOXKECTBO PO3
B Wnauu. Teneph Ha HUX He OBUIO HH JIMCThEB, HU I[BETOB, U
Mepu He 3Hasa, KUBBI JIU OHU WJIM MEPTBBI; HO TOHKUE Cepbie
WIM KOPUYHEBbIE BETKU W MOOETH MPEJCTABIISIN COOOM TOUHO
MPO3pavHOE MOKPBIBAJIO, HAOPOIIIEHHOE Ha CTEeHBI, IePEBb, a-
e Ha KeJTyI0 TpaBy. DTO-TO MPO3PAYHOE MOKPHIBAJIO U MPHUIA-
BAJIO BCEMY TaKOUW TAWHCTBEHHBIN BU]I.

— Kak tuxo! — npomenrana Mepu. — Kak tuxo!

OHna ¢ cekyHay NpUCTyIIMBaIacCh K TuimHe. [Ituuka, B3ne-
TeBIIIas Ha BEPXYIIIKY JiepeBa, TOKe MPUTUXJIA, KaK U BCE BOKPYT.
Omna cuena HEMOIBUKHO U TIisifena Ha Mepu.

— HeynuBurensHO, 4TO 311€CH TMXO! — CHOBA LIENHY1a Mepu. —
3a 1esbIX IecATh JIET 5 iepBasi 3aroBopuJia 37ech.

OHna oTomnuia OT KaJIMTKHU, CTynasi Tak THXO, Kak OyATo 0os-
Jack pa3OynuTh Koro-to. OHa OblIa pajia, uTo Mo HoraMu y Hee
TpaBa U IIaru ee Oe33BYYHBI.

— Heyxenu oHu coBceM mMepTBble? — cKa3aia OHa, IJIsIs Ha
creOnu 1 oderu po3. — Heyxkenu aTo coBcem MepTBbIii ca! Mue
OBI HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI 9TO OKA3aJIOCh TaK.



Ho ona Bce-Taku Obuta B caMoM TauHCTBeHHOM caay! Ona
MoTJIa TPOXOAUTH Yepe3 KATUTKY, CKPBITYIO TUTIOIIOM, BO BCSAKOE
BpeMs U YyBCTBOBaJA ce0sl Tak, Kak OyATO OTKpbLIa HOBBIM, el
OJTHOW MPUHAJIEKAIUI MUP.

Bce BOKpyr ObUIO CTpaHHO M THIXO, M € Ka3aJioCch, YTO OHA
HAXOJIUTCS 32 COTHU MUJIb OT BCEX, HO B TO %€ CaMOe BpeMsI OHA
BOBCE He YyBCTBOBaJIa ceOst OMMHOKOM. TONBKO OTHO ee cMyIIa-
JIO — JXKeJJaHWe 3HaTh, ObUIM JIM BCE PO3bI MEPTBBI WJIM HEKOTO-
pble MOIJIH €Ille OKUTh M 3aI[BECTH, KOT/Ia TIOrofia CTAHET TeTLIeH.
Ecmu Ob1 3TOT can ObUT KUBOM, KaK YyJIecHO ObLIO OBl 371eCh U
CKOJIBKO TBICSIY PO3 POCIIO OBbI MOBCIOAY !

Korna oHa Boria B caji, ee BepeBoUKa BUCesIa y Hee Ha PyKe;
MPOM/Isi HEKOTOPOE PACCTOSIHUE, OHA PEIlnya, YTO OOCKHUT BO-
KPYT BCero caja u OyJieT OCTAHABIIMBATHCS TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOT/a
el 3aX04eTCsl YTO-HUOYIb PACCMOTPETb.

Tam 1 csIM BUJIHENIMCH 3apOCIITHE TPABOM TPOIMHKH, a B IBYX
MecTax OHa YBHIEJIa HEYTO BPOJIE AIbKOBOB M3 XBOMHBIX pacTe-
HUIA, C KAMEHHBIMU CKAMbsIMHM W BHICOKUMH, TTOKPHITBIMH MXOM
Ba3aMM JIJIsl [IBETOB.

[TogbexaB KO BTOpOMY aJIbKOBY, OHa BAPYT OCTAHOBUJIACH.
Tam korga-To Obuta KiIym0a, U el IoKa3auoch, YTO U3 TEMHOMU
3eMJIM TOpUYAT KaKhe-TO MaJieHbKHe OJIeHO-3eJIeHble OCTPUSI.
Ona BCOMHMIIA, YTO TOBOPUJI eii beH, 1 ctana Ha KoJieHH, 4To-
Obl TIOMISAAETh HA HUX.

— DTO MaJIeHbKHe MITyYKU PACTyT, U ITO, MOXET OBITb, MOJI-
CHEXHUKH WJIA HAPIMCCHI, — MPOIIIENTaa OHa.



Omna HarHynach O/IM3KO, BIbIXask CBEKUH 3arax BIAKHOHN 3eM-
. OH el OYeHb NTOHPaBUJICH.

— BBITb MOXeET, U B APYTUX MECTaX TOXE PacTeT YTO-HUOY/Ib, —
CKazajia oHa. — I o0oliay Bech caja U TOCMOTpIo!

Ona nonuia MeJJIeHHO, s Ha 3emino. OHa ocMaTpuBalia
cTapbie KIyMOBI, 3aryIsbIBaJIa B TPaBy M CKOPO OTHICKAJIA ellle
MHOT'O OCTPBIX OJIeHO-3€JICHBIX WIJI, YTO CHOBA TPUBEIIO ee B
BOJIHEHHE.

— DTO HE COBCEM MEPTBbIH cajl! — TUXO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. —
Jlaxe eciii po3bl yMepIid, TYT BCe-TaKU €CTh YTO-TO KUBOE.

OHa He UMeJ1a HUKAKOro IMOHSTHUS O CaJIOBOJCTBE, HO B HEKO-
TOPBIX MECTax, IJie 3eJIieHble OCTPHsI MPOOUBAJIMCH HAPYKY, TPa-
Ba ObUIa OYeHb r'ycTa, 1 Mepu MoKa3aiock, YTO UM HeTe PACTH.
Omna uckana a0 Tex Nop, MoKa He Halllia OCTPYIO MaJI0UKy, cTajia
Ha KOJIEHW U HavyaJsla KOoTaTh W BHIMAJBIBATh TPaBy, TaK YTO BO-
KPYT 3eJIeHBIX UTJT 00pa30BajIiCh MaJIEHbKHE PACUUIIICHHBIE TI0-
JISTHKU.

— Teniepb, KaxeTcst, M MOXHO OyJIeT JIBIIIATh, — CKa3aja OHa,
KOHUYMB pabotry. — § Oymy ele YMCTUTh, BBIUMINY Be3Je, Tjie
TOJILKO YBUKY. EClI cerofgHsi y MeHsl He XBaTUT BPEMEHH, 51 MO-
Iy IPUITU U 3aBTpA.

Mepu paborana B cay 10 TeX MOp, MOKa HACTYIUJIO BpeMs
006ena. OHa BCIOMHMIIA 00 3TOM JOBOJILHO ITO3IHO, ¥ KOIa OHa
Hajiesia NMajabTo U NUISINY W B3sJIa CBOIO MPBITAJIKY, € HE BepuU-
JIOCh, UTO OHa MpopadoTasia Leibix TpH Yaca. Eil ObIIO Tak Xo-
POIIIO BCE 9TO BPeMsl, U TeTIePb ITU JAECATKH 3€JIEHbIX UIJI, KOTO-



pbie BUIHENCh CPEM PACUUITIEHHBIX TOJISTHOK, UMENTU COBCEM
JpYToi BUJ, YeM TOT/ia, KOT/Ia TPaBa U COPHbIE PACTEHUSI TOUHO
JYIIATHA UX.

— A onsaTh npuy nocnie odena, — ckazaia Mepu, risiis BOKpYr
Ha CBOE HOBOE IIAPCTBO M 00paIiasich K IEPEBbSIM U PO30BBIM
KyCTaM, Kak Oy/ITO OHU MOTJIU €€ CJIBIIIATb.

Ona mycTuiachk 6exaTh 10 TpaBe, TOJKHYJIA MEIEHHO OTBO-
PUBIIYIOCS CTApYI0 KQJTUTKY W CKOJIb3HYJA MO JIUCThS TLUTIONIA.
VY Hee ObUIM Takue pyMsiHBIE IIEKH, TaKue OJecTsIue r1a3a u
OHa CTOJIBKO e1a 3a 00e1oM, uTo Mapta Oblia B BOCTOpre.

— JIBa Kycka msca U JBe TOPIMHU IMyJNHTa, — CKa3ajia OHa. —
Marb Most 0Opajyercsi, Korja s eid paccKaky, 4To Jyisi TeOs ce-
Jlaja mpbirajgkal

Bo Bpems paGotsl B cajy Mepu BHIKOMaa KaKOU-TO Oebiid
KOPEIIIOK, MOX0KWW Ha JTyKoBUIly. OHa cerduac e CHOBA 3aChl-
naJjia ero 3emJieid, CpOBHsJIa €e U TOJIBKO Terepb BCIIOMHUIA 00
3TOM. MapTa, BeposITHO, MOTIJia Obl OOBSICHUTD €1, YTO ITO TAKOE.

— Mapra, — cipocuiia oHa, — 9TO 3TO 3a Oesble KOPEIIKH, Mo-
XOKH€ Ha JIyK?

— DTO LIBETOYHBIE JYKOBHUIIbI, — OTBeTHIa Maprta. — M3 Hux
BECHOU BBIPACTAIOT BCSIKKE 1BETHI. MasleHbKHe — 9TO TIOJICHEXK-
HUKM ¥ madpad, a OONbIINEe — 3TO HAPLUHUCCH M KOHKWIA. A
OoJIBIIIE BCEX — JIMJTUKM; OHU OYEHb KpacuBbIe, U JIMKOH MHOTO X
NOCaIuII y HAC B CaJuKe.

— Tak [IukoH 3Haet Bce... MO LBETHI? — cripocwia Mepu, B
yMe KOTOPOH 3apOJnIach HOBasi MbICIb.



— Hamn JIukoH yMeeT BblpallivBaTh LIBEThl Uy Th JIM HE HA KUP-
nu4ax. MaTrb rOBOpPUT, YTO OH 3aCTaBJISIET UX PACTU HAILIEThI-
BaHUSIMU.

— A 3TH JIyKOBHULBI JONTO XUBYT? MOIyT OHM XUTh LieJible
rOJIbl, €CJIM UM. .. HUKTO He romora?

— OHu camu cebe momoramr, — ckazana Mapra. — OTToro ux
pa3BoasT OesiHble JiIoau y ceOsi. Eciu uM He melars, TO OHU pas-
pacraioTcs Moj1 3eMJIel BO Bce CTOPOHBI. Bo3iie mapka B Jjiecy ectb
MECTO, TJie MOACHEKHUKHU PacTyT ThicsiyaMu. HUKTO He 3Haer,
KOrja ux Brepsble nocagwiv taMm. OHM OYeHb KPAacUBbIE, KOT/IA
HACTYIaeT BECHa.

— 41 6b1 x0oTena, 4yToOBl HACTYMUJIA BecHa, — cKazaia Mepu. —
S xoTena OBl BUJIETHh BCE, UTO pacTeT B AHIVIMU.

[MokoHuYMB ¢ 00eI0M, OHA ycelach Ha CBOE JIIDOMMOE MECTO —
Ha KOBpPE Mpejl KAMUHOM.

— MHe xotenoch Obl UMETh MaJIEHbKUH 3aCTYII, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Ha uto Te6e 3actyn? — cmesich, cipocuiia Mapra.

Mepu cMoTpesa Ha OroHb M 4TO-TO 0OaymbIBasia. OHa Tyma-
JIa, 4TO el HaJlo ObITh OCTOPOKHEH, €CJI OHA XOUeT COXPAHUTh
CBO€ TaiiHOe 11apcTBO. OHa He Jiesana HUYero AypHOro, HO €Cii
muctep KpaBeH y3HaeT npo OTKPBITYI0 KAJIUTKY, OH OYEHb pac-
CepAUTCs, BO3bMET HOBBII KJIIOU U 3alpeT ee HaBceraa. JToro
OHa He MorJ1a Obl IEPEHeCTH.

— 3p1ech Bce Takoe rPOMaJHOE U MYCTHIHHOE, — CKa3ajla OHa
MeJJIEHHO, TOYHO cooOpakasi 4yTo-10. — I B JoMe MyCTBIHHO U
CKYYHO, U B MapKe Toxke, U B cajgax Toxke. U 31ech cToimbko 3a-



nepthix aBepeit! S B Hauu Toxe HUYero He Jesiaia, HO TaM Obl-
J10 OOJIBIIIE JTIOJEH, HA KOTOPBIX MOXHO OBIJIO CMOTPETh, — TY3€M-
IIbl ¥ COJIJIAThI, KOTOPBIE UM MUMO, UHOTJA UT'PaJl OPKECTP. ..
W mos aild pacckasbiBajla MHE CKa3KH... A 3/1€Chb HE C KEM IO-
BOPHUTH, TOJILKO ¢ ToOON n BeHom; Tebe Hago padoraTh, a ben
OYEHb YaCTO COBCEM He TOBOPUT CO MHOU. $1 mymaro. .. eciiu Obl
y MeHs1 ObLJT MAJIEHbKHIA 3aCTYI, s TOKE MOIJIa Obl KOTIATh 3eMJTIO
rae-HuOyb, Kak beH, u motom ycrpouna Obl cebe caauk, eciu
OBl OH J1aJ1 MHE CEMsH!

JInio Maptsl BAPYr TOYHO OCBETUIIOCH.

— Bor, BoT! — BOoCKJIMKHYJ1a OHa. — TO ke camoe roBopuJIa MOst
MaTb. 3€Ch TaK MHOTO MECTa, TOBOPUT OHA, [IOUEMY XK€ HE JaTh
NEBOYKE KJIOUOK 3eMJIA !

— A CKOJIBKO CTOWT 3aCTyll — MAJIEHbKUI? — cipocuiia Mepu.

— B nepeBHe ecTb qBE JTaBKH, U 51 BUJIE/IA TaM MaJIeHbKHUE Cca-
JIOBbIE OPY/UsI: 3aCTyM, rpabiv U BIJIBI — BCE 3a JIBa IIMJUTUHTA.
U Bce 310 Kpernkoe, 9To0bl MOKHO ObLIIO padoTaTh.

— YV MeHs B KollleJIbKe eCTh OOJIbIIe ABYX IMWITMHIOB, — CKa-
3aa Mepu. — Muccuc MoppucoH J1ania MHE NATh LIWJUIMHIOB,
1 Muccuc Mensiok Toxe Aajla MHe JeHer — 3To ot mucrepa Kp-
9BEHA.

— Heyxenu on momaut 1e6s1! — BOCKIMKHYIa Mapra.

— Muccuc Mennok ckaszana, 4to s Oymy noay4arh HIMJUIMHT
B HeJIeso, 4To0bl TpaTtuTh. OHa KaxkIylo cy000Ty JaeT MHe ero,
HO $I HE 3HAI0, Ha YTO €r0 UCTPATUTD.

— Jla 310 6orarcTBO, MpaBo, — ckazana Mapra. — Tbl MOXeIb



KyIUTb, YTO Tebe yromqHo. PeHTa 3a Hailr KOTTe1K — BCEro -
JIMHT ¥ TPH TIeHCa, HO JOCTaTh 3T JIEHBIM — BCE PABHO YTO 3y0
BBIPBATh. .. 1 UTO-TO BCIIOMHMIIA, — CKa3ajla OHA, YHEPIIUCh Py-
KaMu B OOKa.

— Yrt0 Takoe? — xkaaHo crpocusia Mepu.

— B 51aBKe B iepeBHE MPOAAIOT MAKETUKU IIBETOYHBIX CEMSIH
10 MEHHM 32 IUTYKY, U Hall [JIUKOH 3HaeT, Kakue LIBEThl camble
KpacuBble U KaK MX HaJo caxarb. OH XOOUT B JIEPEBHIO OUYEHb
9acTo, paau 3a0aBbl. .. Tl yMeenb rnevataTsb OyKBbI? — CIIPOCHIIA
OHa BJIPYT.

— 4 ymero nucatsp, — orBeTria Mepu, Ho Mapra nokavasa ro-
JIOBOM.

— Ham JIukoH ymeeT ynTarh TOJBKO NedaTHoe. Eciu Obl Th
yMeJia 1edaraTh, Mbl Obl TTOC/IAT €My MTHUChMO U TIOMPOCHITH OBl
€ro KyInuTh Ca/I0OBble MHCTPYMEHTHI U CEMEHA.

— Kakas 1ol go6pas! — BockimkHysna Mepu. — A s 3TOr0 Bo-
BCe He 3Hana. $1 mymaio, 4To Cymelo HarmcaTh nme4aTHhIMUA OyK-
BaMH, ecau nonpodyio. [Tormpocum Gymaru 1 YepHIIT y MUCCHUC
Memiok!

— ¥V MeHs ecTh Bce CBOe, — oTBeTu/Ia Mapra. — A noiiay u
MIPUHECY.

Omna BpIOekana N3 KOMHATHL. MepH CTosiia BO3/ie KAMUHA U
OT YJIOBOJILCTBUSI IOTHPAJa CBOM Xy/ble MaJIEHbKHE PYKHU.

— Ecnm y mens Oyner 3actyn, — Mmpolientaia OHa, — TO 51 XO-
POITIEHBKO PacKOMa 3eMJII0, YTOOBI OblIa PBIXJIasi, M BHIKOMAI0
COpHBIE TPaBBI. A eClT Yy MeHsI OyAyT ceMeHa U sI BHIpAIITy I[BETHI,



TO caJl BOBCE He OyAeT MEPTBbII — OH OKUBET!

Hanmcarp nucemo [IMKOHY OKa3aJI0Ch JOBOJIBHO TPYOHOM 3a-
naveii. Mepu He 0COOEHHO MHOTOMY YUMJIH, TIOTOMY YTO TyBep-
HAHTKM TaK He JIIOOWIM ee, YTO He XOTeJH KUTh ¢ Helo. OHa He
yMeJia XOpOIIO CKJIaJbIBaTh, HO, KOTIa OHA MOMPOOOBaJIa MHUCATh
neyaTHBIMU OyKBaMu, TO €d ylaioch, 1 MapTa MpoIuKTOBasa
ey MHUChMO.

— MBI BJIOXUM JIEHBIM B KOHBEPT, U £ MONPOLIY MaJIbuuKa
MsICHUKa 0TBe3TU ero. OH OosbInoi npusTtens [IukoHa, — ckasa-
ja Mapra.

— A Kak 4 nony4y Bce To, 4to JJukoH Kynur? — cripocuia Me-
pu.

— OH cam npuHeceT. OH OXOTHO MPUJET CIOAA.

— O! — BockimmkHyna Mepu. — Tak 4 ero yBuxky! S HuKorga
He JyMmauia, uyTo YBUKY JIuKoHa.

— A TBI XOTesa OBl €ro BUJETh? — BAPYT crpocuia Mapra ¢
OYEBHHBIM YI0BOJIBCTBUEM.

— Jla! {1l HuKora He BUAENA MaJbuMKa, KOTOPOTO JIOOAT JIH-
CHLIbI M BOPOHBI. §l 0ueHb XoTesna Obl €10 BUJETh.

Mapra caenana JBuxeHue, Kak OyaTo BAPYT O 4YeM-TO BCIIOM-
HWIA.

— U mogymatsb TONbKO, UTO 51 00 9TOM 4yTh He 3a0blIa, — BOC-
KJIMKHYJIa OHa BAPYT, — a lyMaJla pacckasaTb TeOe eme yrpom!
S cipocuiia MaTh, M OHa CKasaja, YTO cama MOIPOCUT MHUCCHUC
Meiok.

— Tol gymaersb. .. — Havasia 6b110 Mepu.



— O yeMm s TOBOpUJIa BO BTOPHUK — MOXKHO Jin OyJieT Tede 1o-
exaTb Kak-HUOY/Ib K HaM B KOTTE]X, MbI Obl T€OsI TaM yrOCTHIIN
OBCSIHOM JIETIEIIKOW C MACJIOM Y MOJIOKOM.

— Kak ona nmymaer, myctut MeHs1 muccuc Meuiok? — o03a00-
YEHHO crnpocuia Mepu.

— Ila, oHa rymaer, uto Muccuc Meyiok mycTHT Teosl.

— Ecnu s moeny, To yBUIKY M TBOIO MaTh, U JlukoHa, — cka3a-
7a Mepu, 00aymbIBasi Bce 3TO; BUIHO OBLIO, UTO 3Ta MBICIb €i
OueHb HpaBUTCS. — TBOSI MaTh COBCEM HEMOXO0Xa Ha MaTrepen B
Nupun.

[Mocne paboThl B caxy U mocie Bcex TpeBosHeHui MepH cu-
JeJla IpUTUX1Ias U 3agyMunBas. Mapra cujena ¢ Helo, IoKa He
HACTyMNuUJIa Mopa MOoAABATh Yail, HO CUJEJIM OHU TUXO U Pa3roBa-
pusau Maso. M npexzae yem Mapra coliia BHU3 32 yaeM, Mepu
BIPYT 3ajaJla € BOIPOC.

— Mapra, — cipocuia oHa, — Y CyIOMOUMKY OMSTh CErogHs 00-
Jiesu 3yObI?

Mapra cierka B3gporsysa:

— Iloyemy THI criparvBaeiis ?

— Bor nouemy... Korga s xnana tes 31ech HaBepxy, s OT-
KpbUIA JIBEPb M TIONUIA MO KOPUAOPY, YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETDH, HE
ujenb v Tel. U 51 onsiTh ychbllana OTYasiHHBIA KPUK, KaK B
npomuibiid pa3. CeroHs HeT BeTpa, 3HAYMT, STO HE MOT ObITh Be-
Tep. ..

— O, THI HE I0JI)KHA pacXaXMBaTh MO KOPUIOPaM U MOACTYIIIH-
BaTh, — OECIIOKOMHO ckazayia Mapra. — Muctep KpaBen 3a 3to



paccepavicst Obl U Haziennan Obl bor 3HaeT Jero. ..

— 4 He mopcnymmBaia, — ckazasia Mepu, — 4 TOJBKO KJaja
TeOs1... U yCHbIaia 3T0. YKe B TpeTHii pas!

— Ax, boxe moii! Muccruc Memiok 3BoHUT! — ckazana Mapra,
BBIOE)KaB U3 KOMHATHI.

— DTO caMblii CTPaHHBIA JIOM, B KOTOPOM KTO-HHUOY/Ib KO-
/1a-HUOY/Ib KW, — TIOJIyCOHHO CKa3asia MepH, MOJIOKUB TOJIOBY
Ha MSITKOE CHJIEHbE CTOSIBILIETO OKOJIO Hee Kpecia.

Ceexuil Bo3ayX, paboTa B cay U MpbITaJIKa BbI3BATIM B HEN
TaKyIO 3/I0POBYIO MPUATHYIO YCTAJIOCTh, YTO OHA YCHYJIA.



I'naBa XI

ConHIle CUIO IOYTH ENTYI0 HEees0, OCBeIllas U TAMHCTBEH-
Hbld cal. Tak HasbiBana ero Mepu, korga aymana o Hem. En
OUeHb HPABWJIOCh 9TO Ha3BaHUe, a elle OoJbllle HPAaBUIIOCh e
CO3HAHUE, YTO, KOT1a OHA HAXOIMJIaCh BHYTPU KPACUBOM CTapoi
orpajipl, HUKTO He 3HaJl, Tie oHa. Eil ka3anock, YTo OHAa HAXOJUT-
Cs1 B KAKOM-TO BOJIIIIEOHOM Kpalo, B APYroM MUpeE.

Mepu Obuta pemuTesibHasl IEBOYKA, W Terepb, KOrga B ee
JKU3HU TOSIBWJIOCh HEUTO UHTEPECHOE, I/ie OHA MOIJIA MPOSIBUTD
CBOW peIIMTeIbHBI HpaB, OHA BCelesio oTaanack padore. OnHa
HeycTaHHO paboTaJia, KoraJa, BhIMaabiBaia COPHbIE TPABHI, U Pa-
00Ta He TOJIbKO He YTOMJISIIA €€, HO C KaXIbIM YacoM Bce OOJIbIIe
1 OonbIiie HpaBuiiack eil. OHa Ka3aiach el Kakoi-TO BOIIIEOHOM
UTPOMU.

Mepu Haxonauia ropasfo 0oJbliie OJeTHO-3eJIeHbIX UlJl, YeM
OKMJ1aj1a; OHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, TOBCIOY BBHITJISABIBAIIN U3-TIO]] 3EMJIH.
WHora oHa mepecraBajia Komarb, qyMasi O TOM, Kak OyJeT BbI-
TJISIIETh cajl, Korga BCe 9TO 3allBETET.

B TeueHue 3ToM HeleM OHa HEMHOXKO OJIr:ke colach ¢ be-
HoM. Heckombko pa3 oHa 3actraBajia ero BpacIuloxX, BAPYT MOSIB-
JISISICh BO3JI€ HETO KaK M3-1oj 3eMId. [leo ObLIO B TOM, YTO OHA
6os11ach, YTOO OH He 3a0pajl CBOMX MHCTPYMEHTOB M HE YIIIEeI, eC-
71 O yBUJIEN, YTO OHA UJIET K HEMY, W TTIO3TOMY TOJKPa/IbiBaJIach
Kak MOHO Tuiie. Ho oH, oueBHMIHO, OTHOCUJICA K HEW MeHee



HENPUSA3HEHHO, YeM Mpexe. BbITh MOXET, eMy BTailHe JIbCTU-
JIO ee KeJlaHWe TMOOBITh C HUM; KPOME TOTO, OHA CTajia ropasio
BEKJIMBEN, YeM rnpexae. OH He 3HaJl, 4TO KOI/la OHA €ro yBUje-
JIa BIIEPBBIE, TO 3aTOBOPMJIA C HUM TAKUM TOHOM, KAKUM F'OBOPHU-
7a OBl ¢ Ty3eMHBIM ciyroi B IHouu, He moo3peBast 1ake, 4To
CTapbli yTPIOMBIN MOPKIIMPEL HE IPUBBIK MPEKJIOHATHCS MEPeN
CBOMMHU T'OCTIOIaMU U TOJIbKO UCTIOJIHATH UX MPUKa3aHUS.

OH oueHb pe/iko ObUT pa3roBOPYMB M MHOTAA HA BCE BOIPO-
cbl Mepu oTBevyasl OTHUM BOpPYaHHUEM, HO OJIHAXK[Ibl yTPOM pas3-
ropopuicsl. OH BBITPSIMUJICS, IOCTABUB HOT'Y HA 3aCTYII JIONATHI,
Y MIPUCTAJIBHO onisaaen Mepu.

— Tol gaBHO 37€Ch? — BHINAIWII OH.

— Oxkono Mecsla, KaxeTcsi, — OTBETUIIA OHA.

— 910 enaer MUCCenbTyaUTy YECTb, — CKa3aJl OH, — Thl HE Ta-
Kasi Xyzasi ¥ KeJiTasi, Kak Obl1a mpexe. Koryia Tel BiepBbie Mpy-
1A CIofia, B cajl, Thl ObUIA MOXOKa Ha OIIUIAHHOTO TaT4yOHKAa;
s MOAyMaJl TOT/Ia, YTO HUKOT/IA HE BU/IBIBATT OOJIee HEKPACUBOTO
Y KHUCJIOTO JIMIA, YEM TBOE.

Mepu Obliia He TIIECIaBHA M HUKOT/Ia He OblJIa BHICOKOTO MHE-
HUS1 O CBOEH HAPYKHOCTH, [I03TOMY HUUYTb HE CMYTUJIACh.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO 51 Tenepp HE Takas XyJas; MOU UyJKU CTaHO-
BATCS YKeE... A BOT MaJMHOBKA, beH!

DTO NEWUCTBUTENLHO ObLIa MaJIMHOBKA, KpacWBee, YeM KO-
raa-1mmbo: ee KpacHbIN «KujeT» OJiecTel, Kak aTiac, OHa pa3Ma-
XMBaJIa KPbUIbSIMH, CKJIOHSIJIA TOJIOBKY HAOOK M I'PAIlO3HO MPHI-
raja. [lorom oHa BApyr pacripaBuia Kpbuibs U — Mepu eBa Be-



puiia CBOMM IJla3aMm! — B3JieTeNna npsiMo Ha PydKYy Jionatbl beHa.
A BeH cTosis1 HEeNOABUAHO, 3aTavB JIbIXaHUE, MOKA NTHYKA CHO-
Ba paclpaBujia KpbuUlbs U yietena. [IotToM oH mocTosii, risas Ha
PYUKY JIOMaThl, Kak OyATO B HEll ObLIO HEYTO BOJIIIEOHOE, U CHO-
Ba Hayasl KoMaTh, HEe TOBOPsl HU cjioBa. Ho Tak Kak Ha juiie ero
TO MOSBJISUIACH, TO UcUe3asa yiblOKa, MepH He moOosiiach 3aro-
BOPUTD C HUM.

— A y Bac ecTb COOCTBEHHbII cajl? — CpocHiia OHa.

— Her; g1 Xonoctsk u xkuBy y MapTrHa, BO3JIE 3aCTaBHhl. . .

— A ecim Obl y Bac ObLT caji, YTO Obl BBl TaM MOCAIWIN? —
cpocuia Mepu.

— Kanycry, kaprodens, nyk. ..

— A ecv Obl BbI XOTEJIM TIOCAIATH [IBETHI? — HAcTauBaia Me-
pu. — Yrto ObI BB IOCAIMIN?

— LIBeTouHbIe JIyKOBUIIBI. .. YTO-HUOY/Ib TYIIUCTOE, a OOJIbIIIe
BCETO PO3.

JInio Mepu 0KUBUIIOCH.

— A BBI TOOUTE PO3BI? — COPOCHIIA OHA.

BeH BBIpBaJl ¢ KOPHEM KaKOe-TO COPHOE pacTeHHue W OpOCH
€ro B CTOPOHY, IIPEkKAE YEM OTBETUJL.

— Ha, moomo. .. MeHs 3ToMy Hay4wia OHa MOJIoJas 1ama, y
KOTOPOU 51 OBUT CAJIOBHUKOM. Y Hee ObLT KJIOUOK 3eMJIH B OTHOM
MecTe, KOTOpOe el OYeHb HPaBUJIOCH. .. @ PO3bI OHA TaK JIIOOUJIA,
Kak OyaTO 3TO ObUIM JIETH... UM NTHUIIBL S cam BUEN, Kak OHa
HarnOasach U 1eJI0BaJia uX. .. IT0 ObUIO IaBHO, JIET AECATH TOMY
Hazaj.



— A rie oHa teniepn? — cipocuiia Mepu, CUJIbHO 3aUHTEPECO-
BaHHasl.

— Ha neGe, — orBetun beH, — kak roBopUT NacTop.

— A d4r0 czenanocs ¢ po3amu?

— VX ocTaBWIM Tak... Ha POU3BOJ CYbOBI.

Mepu Hayasia BOJIHOBAThCH.

— 1 onu coBceM ymepnu? Po3bl ymupalor, Korja ux ocTaBis-
I0T TaK? — OCMEIWIIACh OHA CIIPOCUTb.

— 4 Hayuwiicsa moOUTh UX... S moOWI ee, a OHAa — PO3bI, —
HEOXOTHO co3HaJIcA ben. — Pa3a iBa B rog g yxonui tyga. .. Jie-
JIJl KOE-YTO... TOACTPUraj KyCThl, pacCuulal BOKPYI KOPHEM.
Onu ObUTH 3amyIlieHbl, HO 3eMJIsl Oblia Xopollasi, U Koe-Kakue
BBIKWJIN.

— A Korjga Ha KycTax HeT JIMCTBEB U OHUM CyXHUE U CEPbIEe WU
KOPUYHEBBIE, TO KaK %€ MOHO y3HATh, ;KUBbIE OHU WJIA MEPT-
Bble? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— Ilonoxu, Moka 3a HUX BO3BMETCS BECHA, KOT'A COJTHIIE CBE-
TUT MOCJIE AOXKIA, & JOXK/Ib BBIIAJAET NOCJIE COJTHEYHOIO CBETA,
TOTA y3Haellb.

— Kak xe, kak? — kpukHya MepH, 3a0bIB OCTOPOKHOCTb.

— Ilornsiay XOpOIIEeHbKO HA BETKU U, €CJIM HalAellb HA HUX
KOE-TJIe KOPUYHEBbIE KOMOYKH, CI€JU 3a HUMHU I0CJIE TEIUIOro
JOX[s. .. YBUAMIIB, 4TO OyIeT.

OH BAOpYyr OCTAHOBWJICSI U C JTIIOOOMBITCTBOM TOIJIS/IEN Ha ee
O’KVBJIEHHOE JIMLIO.

— A TBI YETO TaK BIPYT 3aMHTEPECOBAJIACH PO3aMU ? — CIIPOCHJTT



OH.

Mepu no4yBCTBOBAJA, YTO JIMIO €€ BCIBIXHYJIO; OHA MOYTH
0os11aCh OTBETUTD.

—TO ... s XOUuY MOUrpaTh... OyITO y MEHs eCTh CBOM cajl, —
npoOopMoOTala OHa, — S... MHE... HEUero Jesarh... Y MeHs HU-
Yero... U HUKOTO.

— Jla, 310 BEpPHO, — MEJIEHHO cKa3all beH, misas Ha Hee, — y
TeOs1 HeT HUYero U HUKOTO.

CkazaJ1 OH 3TO TAKMM CTPaHHBIM TOHOM, YTO Mepu nogymaiia,
HE JKaJIEeT JI1 OH €€ HEMHOXKO.

Mepwu HUKOT 1A He KaJiesia camoe ceOst; OHa TOJTBKO MHOT/IA Obl-
Bajla yTOMJIEHA ¥ CEPAUTA, IOTOMY YTO HUKOTO U HUYETO HE JII0-
6una. Ho tenepp Bce Kak OyaTO MEHSUIOCh U CTAHOBWJIOCH JTy4-
nie. Eciy TobKO HUKTO HE Y3HAeT Mpo €€ TAMHCTBEHHBIM Call,
eil Bcerja Oynet Becelio!

Ona nocTosia eie MUHYT AECATb U 33/1aJ1a eMY €111e HECKOJTb-
KO BoOmpocoB. OH OTBETUJI Ha KaXAbld BOIPOC CBOMM OOBIY-
HbIM BOPWIMBBIM TOHOM, HO HE Ka3aJICSd TAKUM CEPIUTHIM, YTO-
ObI B3Th CBOM 3aCTYI W OTOUTU MTPOYb.

— A BBl TENIEPb TOXKE XOAUTE TY/A. .. B3IVIHYTh HA 3TU PO3bl7 —
CIpocuiia OHa.

— B sTOM rony s ermie He ObUIL... Y MeHsI CycTaBbl OOJSIT OT
peBMaru3Mma.

OH cka3aJ 3T0 CBOMM BOPWIMBBIM TOHOM U BJIPYI' TOYHO pac-
CepAWJICS HA Hee, XOTsl OHA HUKAK He MOIJIa MOHSATH 3a YTO.

— Bor 4r0, — cKa3as OH pe3Ko, — He 3a/laBaid TaK MHOTO BO-



IIPOCOB. YXOIM OTCIO/Ia M Mrpai cede. S ceroqHst TOIKOBaI J10-
CTaTOYHO!

OH cKa3zaji 3TO TaK CepAUTO, YTO OHA MOHSJIA: € HEYEro OcTa-
BaThCs 37ech. OHA MEJIEHHO YIAIWIach MO JOPOKKE, MpbIrast
Yyepe3 BepeBOUKY M AyMasi O TOM, YTO HaIleJNICs elle OAWH 4e-
JIOBEK, KOTOPbIA € HPaBUTCS, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO BOPWINBOCTb.
Ha, crapbiii ben oueHp HpaBuUIICA €.

Bokpyr TauHCTBEHHOTO caja Iia OOHeceHHas JJaBpOBOW M3-
rOpo/IbI0 JOPOXKKA, KOTOpasi BeJla K KaJMTKE, BBIXOIUBIIEN U3
napka B jiec. Mepu X0Tesioch 100ekaTh Mo TOW JIOPOXKKE /10 Ka-
JIMTKH ¥ BHITJISTHYTh B JIEC, YTOOBI IOCMOTPETh, HET JIU MOOJIN30-
ctu 3anneB. [Ipbiranbe yepe3 BepeBOUKY JOCTABUIIO el OOJIbITIoe
YIOBOJILCTBUE, U KOTJ]Aa OHA J10Opajiach JO KAJIUTKU, OHA OTBO-
puJia ee M BBIIIUIA B JIEC, TIOTOMY YTO BIPYT yCIblajga KaKOU-TO
CTPaHHBIN TUXU CBUCT U €H 3aXOTEJIOCh Y3HATh, UTO 3TO OBLIO.

D10 OBUIO HEYTO HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE: OHA CTOsIa M CMOTpe-
na, 3atauB Jpixanue. [lon nepeBoM, MpUCIOHUBIIUCH CITUHOIO K
CTBOITY, CHJIeJT MAJIBUMK U UTPaJl Ha TPyOO0 CIEeTaHHOMW JePeBsH-
HOM JTy7iKe. DT0 ObLI MaJIbYMK JIET JIBEHA/IIATH.

OH ObUT OYeHb OMpPSATEH; MKW Y HEro ObLIM KpacHbBIE, Kak
Mak, HOC B3/IEPHYTBIH, a I71a3a TaKKe KPYIJIble U roryoble, KaKuX
Mepu HUKOrAa He BUIBIBAJIa HA y OOHOIO Maibuvka. Ha crBo-
Jie iepeBa, K KOTOPOMY OH MPUCIOHWIICS, CUJIENa KOPUUYHEBast
Oeska ¥ clieIna 3a HUM; U3-3a KYCTOB TIOOJTM30CTH BBHITJISIIBIBAJT
(pazan, BBITSIHYB 11I€10, a MOAJIE HETO CUJIENU [IBA KPOJIMKa, HIO-
xast Bo3ayx. Kazasnock, Oyaro Bce OHU cOOpaTUCh, YTOOBI OBITH



NoOJVIKe K MATbYMKY U TIOCTYIIATh CTPAHHBIE TUXUE 3BYKH, KO-
TOpbIE U3[1aBajia €ro JTyl104Ka.

VYBunes Mepu, OH IOAHSIT PyKY ¥ 3arOBOPUJI IIOYTH TAKUM K€
HU3KUM, IIOXOKUM HA 3BYKHU AYIKHU, TOJJOCOM.

— He meBenuck! — ckazan oH. — A TO CIlyrHelIb ux.

Mepu crosna HenoaBuxHO. OH mepectayn urparb M Craj
TIOJIBIMATHCS € 3eMJTH. [IBMKEHHsI ero ObLIM TaK MEJICHHBI, UTO
OH, Ka3aJloCh, BOBCE HE JBUTaJICSl, HO, HAKOHEL|, OH BCE-TaKu
BCTaJI Ha HOTW; OesKa BcKapaOKaiach BBEpX IO jiepeBy, azaH
CTIPSITAJI TOJIOBY, & KPOJIMKY MYCTHJIMCH O€XkKaTh MPOYb, HE BHIKA-
3bIBasi, BIPOYEM, HUKAKOIO HCITYTa.

— A — JIukoH, — cKa3aJl MAIbYUK, — U 5 3HAIO, YTO Thl MUCC
Mepnu.

Mepu TonBbKO TOTAA cooOpasmia, uto 310 Jukon. Passe kto-
HUOYIb APYroi ymes Tak O4apoBbIBaTh (pa3aHOB U KPOJIUKOB,
KaK Ty3eM1bl B IHIMM 04apoBBIBAIOT 3MeN ?

VY manbumka Obl1 OONBINION PYMSIHBIN POT, a YIbIOKa Pachoi-
3aJ1aCh 10 BCEMY JIULLY.



I'naBa XII

JIMKOH HECKOJIbKO MMHYT CTOSUI, OCMaTpUBasiCh BOKPYT, B TO
BpeMs, kKak Mepu ciieiiiia 3a HUM, IIOTOM CTaJl XO[UTh, CTyHast
ele OCTOpoKHee U jierdye, yeM Mepu, Korja OHa BIEpBbIE OUy-
TWJIach B TAMHCTBEHHOM cajy. [IMKoH, Ka3anock, BUJEN BCe cpa-
3y: Cepble IepeBbsl, Cepble MOI3yUre PacTeHusl, OOBHBABIIINE UX
¥l CBHCABIIIME C BETBEH, 3€/IeHbIE AJIbKOBbI C KAMEHHBIMU CKaMbsI-
MU 1 BBICOKHE Ba3bl 115 LIBETOB, CTOSIBIIME BHYTPH.

— 41 He ayman, 4To Korma-HUOYOb YBHIKY STOT call, — CKa3aj
OH, HaKOHell, HIeTIOTOM.

— A Tbl pa3Be ciblali npo Hero? — cnpocusia Mepu. OHa 3a-
rOBOpHJIa 'POMKO, ¥ OH ClIeJIaJl €l 3HaK PyKOIo.

— Hazmo roBoputh THXO0, — CKa3aJ OH, — a TO KTO-HUOYIb HAC
YCJIBIIIUAT U MOAYMAET, YTO 3/1€Ch TAKOE. ..

— O! 4 3a0pa! — ckazana Mepu ucryraHHo U OBICTPO MPH-
)Kasa pyKy Ko pry. — Thl ciblan npo 310t caji? — CHOBa CIIpo-
CHJIa OHa, KOrJa OlpaBUJIach OT UCIIyTa.

JIMKOH KMBHYJI F'OJIOBOM.

— Mapra MHe roBopuiia, 4to TYT €CTh CaJl, B KOTOPbIil HUKTO
HE XOIWT, — OTBETHUJI OH, — M MBI, ObIBAJIO, BCE TyMaeM, KaKou OH!

OH OCTaHOBWJICA U ONATH OINISIHYJICS BOKPYT; B €0 KPYIIbIX
roJTyOBIX I71a3aX BBIPAXKaiach PajoCTb.

— A THE3J-TO CKOJBKO 31eCh Oy/leT BecHOw! — cKa3al OH. —
10 caMoe Oe30MaCHOE MECTO U1 THE3/1 BO Bcell Aurimn. HukTo



CI0JIa HE XOJIUT, U CTOJIBKO CITyTAHHBIX BETOK, KYCTOB U JEPEBbEB,
r71e cBUTh IHe370! U Kak 3To BCe NTULIBI U3 CTEIN HE BBIOT 3/1€Ch
rae3na!

Mepu onATh cXBaTWJIA €T0 3a pyKaB, caMa He 3aMmedas 3TOro.

— A po3bl TyT OyayT? — mienHyjJa oHa. — Thl MOXEIIb 3TO
y3Hath? S gymaio... MOXeT ObITh, BCE 9TO yMepIo!

— O, Her, He Bce! — oTBeTMI1 OH. — [locmoTpu-Ka cloaa.

Ou nogormen k OnuxaiiemMy JepeBy, BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa HOX
Y OTKPBbLI €TO.

— TyT MHOTO MEpTBBIX CyUYbeB, KOTOpbIE HAJIO Cpe3aTh, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH, — HO 1 HOBBIE €CTb, MPOLUIOrogHK1Ee. BOT OH, — 1 OH TpoO-
HYJI OTPOCTOK 3€JIEHOBAaTO-KOPUYHEBOIO, & HE CEPOTO LBETA.

Mepu cama TOxe KaK-TO MOYTUTEJILHO TPOHYJIA €T0.

— Bor 31071? — cripocuna oHa. — OH cOBCeM KUBOU, COBCEM?

JIMKOH IIUPOKO YIBLIOHYJICS.

— Taxkoi1 ke XuBOH, Kak Thl U 1. CMOTpU-Ka, — CKa3aJl OH,
JEPHYB TOJICTYIO CEPYIO CYXYI0 BETKY, — MOXKHO INOlyMaTb, 4TO
BCE 3TO MEPTBOE, HO MHE He Beputcs. f cefiuac HaJpexy ee u
MIOCMOTPIO.

OH BcTas1 Ha KOJIEHU U HaJipe3asl Ka3aBIylocs Oe3:KM3HEHHOM
BETKY.

— Bupaums! — pagoctHo ckazan oH. — § Tebe roBoput!

Mepu ToXke cTasia Ha KOJIEHH, MPEXAe YeM OH yCIes YTO-HU-
Oy/lb CKa3aThb, IPUCTANIBHO IJISA/1S1 HA BETKY.

— Korza ona BHyTpu 3e1€HOBaTas U COYHasi, TO OHA KUBas, —
OOBSICHWJ OH, — @ KOTJ]a OHA CyXasi M JIETKO JIOMAeTCsl, — TOr/ja KO-



Hell. 3/1eCh, IOJKHO OBbITh, KOPEHb JKUBOM, U €CJIM OTpe3aTh CTa-
pbI€ Cyubsi, XOPOIIIEHHKO BCKOTIATh 3eMJTI0 BOKPYT J1a yXaKUBaTh,
TOT/IA... — OH OCTAHOBWJICS M TIO/IHSUT TOJIOBY, IJISIIsI HA BBIOIIH-
€Csl M CBUCAIOIIME BETKU M MOOer, — Torjaa 37ech JetoM Oyaer
1eJbI (DOHTAH PO3.

OHu cTay IepexoiuTh OT KYCTa K KYCTY, OT JIepeBa K JIepeRy.
OH OTJIMYHO BJIaJe]1 HOXKOM, YMeJl JIOBKO OTpe3aTh Cyxue, MepT-
BbI€ BETKHU U YTa/IbIBaJl, B KAKMX U3 HUX €Ille MOTJia ObITh KU3Hb.
O6a oHM ycepaHO padoTaIi BO3JIE OTHOTO U3 OOJIBIIINX PO30BBIX
KYyCTOB, Koryia y JIuKoHa BAPYT BBIPBAJIOCH YIUBIEHHOE BOCKJIH-
IaHue.

— Kro 310 caenan? — KpuKHYyN OH, yKa3biBasi Ha TpaBy. — BoH
Tam?

Dro ObUIa OTHA U3 TIOJISTHOK, KOTOphle Mepu pacurcTiiia Bo-
KpyT OJIeJHO-3€JICHBIX UIJI, TOPUYABIIUX U3 3EMJIH.

— 2710 5 caenana, — oreeTuaa Mepu. — DTU UIITbl ObUIH TaKKe
MaJIeHbKHE, a TpaBa KPyroM Takasl TyCTasi M BBICOKasl, YTO MHE
Ka3aJI0Ch, IM HEUeM JIpIath. BoT s 1 faa M moOosbiiie Mecra;
s JaXke He 3Hal0, YTO TO 32 IITYKH.

JIMKOH TMOAOIIIeN ¥ BCTall Ha KOJIEHH, IUPOKO YJIbIOASICh.

— XopolIio, — cKa3aJl OH, — HUKAKON CaJJOBHUK He ciesas Obl
aydnie! 9To KPOKYChI, MOJCHEKHUKH, a 3TO HAPLUCCHI!

OH npososkan padoTaTh, MOKa roBOpri, a Mepu momorana
emy.

— 3pech MHOTO pabOTHI OyeT! — cKka3an OH, BO30OYK/IEHHO IJIsI-
11 BOKPYT.



— Tsl npuaews onATs? — cripocusia Mepu. — A yBepeHa, 4ro
CyMelo momoraTh Tebe; Be/lb s yMelo KOoIarh U TOJIOTh U OyIy
JieJIaTh BCe, UTO Thl CKaxerlb. [Toxkanyiicra, npuxonu, [ukoH!

— Byny npuxoauTh, eciy 3aXo4ellib, Jaxe KakAbli JeHb, — OT-
BETUJI OH YBEPEHHO.

OH omATh CTaJl XOMUTh, OCMATPUBAsI IEPEBbsI, KYCThI, CTEHBI C
03a00YCHHBIM BBIPAKEHUEM JIMIIA, ¥ BIPYT OCTAHOBHJICS B HEJIO-
YMEHUH, TIOYEChIBAsI PhIKYIO TOJIOBY.

— OTO TalHBIN caj... KOHEYHO... TOJBKO MHE KaKeTcs, 4YTO
C TeX TOop, KaK ero 3arepiiu, 37ech ObLI elle KTO-TO, KpoMe Ma-
JIMHOBKMU !

— Ho Benp kanuTKa OblTa 3amepra, a KJIoY 3apbiT, — cKa3aia
Mepu. — Hukto He MOr BOWTH.

— IIpaBna, — oTBeTHII OH. — DTO OUEHb CTPAHHOE MecTo. MHe
KaXeTCsl, YTO 3[1eCh KTO-TO YUCTUJI W TMIOJACTPUTAI. .. HEJaBHO, a
HE JIeCATh JIET TOMY Ha3a.

— Kak xe 310 Mornum cnenars! — ckazana Mepu.

— Hy na, kak xe?.. — mpodopmoTa oH. — [IBepb Oblia 3amepra,
Y KJIIOY 3apbIT!

OHu CHOBa PaJIOCTHO MPHUHSUIUCH 32 PaboTY, ellle ¢ OOIBIITUM
ycepnueM, ueMm npexae. Mepu BCTPeBOXKMIIACH, KOT/IA YCIIbIIIA-
J1a, 9TO OOJIBINME Yachl BO TBOPE MPOOMITH Yac ode/a.

— MHe Hajo uaTH, — NIeYasabHO CKaszajia oHa. — A Tebe Toxe
HAJI0 U/ITH, He TpaB/ja Ju?

JIMKOH yIBIOHYICS.

— Moii 06ep Jierko HOCHTh ¢ cO0010, — CKa3all OH. — MaTb Bce-



I71a KJIAJIET MHE YTO-HUOYIb B KApMaH.

OH MOJHST CBOIO KYPTKY, JIEKABIIYIO HA TPABE, U BBITAILIUII
U3 KapMaHa y3eJIOK, 00OepHYTHIN YUCTHIM IpyObIM MIaTKkoM. Tam
OBbLIM 1B TOJICTHIX KyCKa XJie0a, MeXy KOTOPbIMHU JIesKall JIOM-
THK 4€ro-To.

— Yaime Bcero 3To TOJNBKO XJieO, — CKa3as OH, — HO CErOJHs Y
MeHS TYT XOPOIIUIl IOMTUK BETUUHBI.

Mepu HUKaK He MOIJIA YITH OT HEro, U e BAPYT MOKa3aioch,
YTO OH KaKOK-TO JIECHOU JyX, KOTOPbIF MOKET UCUYE3HYTh, KOT/Ia
OHa CHOBa mpujeT B caf. OHa Me/IJIeHHO HAMIPaBWIACh K KaJIUT-
Ke, [TOTOM OCTAHOBUJIACH U BEPHYJIACh OOPATHO.

— Y10 OBl HU CYYUJIOCH, THI... Thl HUKOTJ]A HUYErO HE pac-
CKaXellb? — CIpocuyia OHa.

Ero pymsiHbIe 1ieku ObUTH TyrO HAOUTHI XJ1€0OM M BETYUHOM,
HO OH BCE-TaKu 00OIPSIOIIE YIBIOHYIICS.

— Ecnu Obl THI ObLTa NITHILIA U YKa3asia Obl MHE, Il TBOE I'HE3-
70, THI AyMaelllb, s pacckazaj Obl KoMy-HUOYb? S Obl 3TOrO He
cnenan! Tel 37€Ch B TaKOM ke O€30MacHOCTH, KaK MTHIIA B THE3/IE.

Mepu ObliIa BIIOJTHE YBEpPEHa, UTO TO Tak. Mepu Oexana Tak
OBICTPO, UTO HUKAK HE MOIJIa IEPEeBECTH JyX, KOr/ia BOIILIA K Ce-
6e B kKomHaty. Bosochl ee OblM CITyTaHbI Ha JIOY, W IEKU pac-
KpacHench. Ha crorne crosut o6es, a Bo3Jie Hero, y crojia, — Map-
Ta.

— Tw1 HemHO)KO ono3fana! ['ae To1 ObuIa? — cripocuiia OHa.

— 4 Bupena Jlukona! — ckazania Mepu.

— 51 3Hana, 4YTO OH MPUJIET, — OKUBJIEHHO CKa3zajia Mapra. —



Hpasurcst on Tebe?

— 51 nymaro, 4TO OH... OH IpEJIECTh! — PEIINTENPHO 3asABUJIa
Mepwu, u Mapra npocusia OT yI0BOJIbCTBUS.

— A ceMeHa U UHCTPYMEHTbl HOHPaBUJIUCh TeOe?

— OTKyza Thl 3Haelllb, YTO OH UX IpHUHEC? — cipocuiia Mepu.

— MHe ¥ B rojioBy He MPHIIIIO, YTO OH UX HE MPUHECET; OH OB
VX TIPUHEC JIaxke u3 VIOpKIIMpa — OH HaJIeKHbIA MaJTbunK !

Mepu Gosinach, kak Obl Mapra He HavaJsla 33/1aBaTh € JIMII-
HUX BOIIPOCOB, HO OHA HUYETO He crpocuia. TonbKo Korja oHa
CIPOCHJIA, TE MOCAIAT UBETHI, MepH ncIyrasacs.

— ThI yke Koro-HuOy/Ib criparmmBaa?

— Her eme, Hukoro, — orBetriia Mepu, KoneOnsch.

— 51 ObI He crpalMBaIa IJaBHOTO CaJOBHUKA; OH OYEHb BaX-
HbIN !

— §l HuKorna ero He Buaaa, — cKazajna Mepu, — 1 BUJasia ToJb-
KO MJIQJIILIETO ca/loBHUKA Aa beHa.

— 51 661 Ha TBOEM MecTe cripocuiia beHa, — mocoBeroBasia Map-
Ta. — Mucrep Kp3BeH nossonser emy Aenarb, YTO €My YIOIHO,
TIOTOMY UTO OH CITY’XWJI 37IeCh, Kora muccuc Kpasen Oblia ere
B JKMBBIX, @ OHA JI0OWIa ero. beITh MOXeT, OH Hailger Tede Ka-
KOU-HUOY/b YTOJOK. . .

Mepu ObICTpO Cchema CBOM 00e[ 1, BCTaB M3-3a CTOJA, Hampa-
BUJIACh OBLJIO B CBOIO KOMHATY, YTOObI HaJIeTh LAY, HO Mapra
OCTAHOBWUJIA €€.

— 41 xouy TeGe ckazaTh KOe-4TO, — cKa3ayia oHa. — Mucrep
KpaBeH BepHyJICA CEronHs yTpoM, U MHE KaKETCs, YTO OH XO4EeT



BUAETH TE€Os!

Mepu nobnenHena.

— O! 3auem? Beap OH He XOTeN BUAETh MEHs, KOI/Ia 51 Ipue-
xana! 4 cnpinana, kak [Tuuep roopus. ..

— Muccuc Meijiok TOBOPHT, UTO 3TO Bee Oarogapsi Moei Ma-
Tepy, — nosiciia Mapra. — OHa 1u1a B IEPEBHIO U BCTPETHIIA
ero. OHa HUKOrAa B *KM3HU HE TOBOpUJIA C HUM, HO Muccuc Kp-
9BEH KOrjaa-To OblBasia Y HAC B KOTTEKe; OH 3a0bl1, HO MaTh HE
3a0bL1a 3TOT0, BOT OHA ¥ OCMEJIMJIACh OCTAHOBUTS €ro. §l He 3Halo,
4TO OHA eMy CKa3ajia 1mpo TeOsi, HO, BEPOSITHO, CKa3aJsia eMy 4TO-
HUOY/Tb TAKOE, UTO OH PEIIII IIOBUIATH TeOs1, IPEXk/Ie YeM OIATh
yeZeT 3aBTpa. ..

— O, 3HauuT, OH ONATH ye3xkKaeT 3aBTpal — BOCKIMKHYIa Me-
pu. — 4 odens paja.

— OH efleT HAJIONTO; OBITh MOXKET, OH HEe BEPHETCS IO OCCHU
Win 10 3uMbl. OH elIeT B UyKH1e CTPaHbl. .. KaK BCEraa. ..

— O, 51 oueHb paja, — ¢ OarogapHOCThIO cKazana Mepu. Eciu
OH HE BEPHETCS JI0 3UMBI WM JaKe OCEHU, OHA €I YBUANT, KaK
O’KMBET TAMHCTBEHHBIU CaJl. A €CJIv JJa)ke OH BCE y3HAeT, Toraa u
OTHHUMET Y Hee CaJi, HO BCe-TaKu caJi 1ejioe JIeTo OyAeT MpUHA/-
JieKath eil. ..

— Korga oH 3axoueT MeHs BUJIETh, KaK Thl IyM. ..

Ona He ycmena KOHYMTH (Ppasbl, TOTOMY UYTO JABEPh OTBO-
puiack 1 Bonuia muccuc Measiok. Ha Heit Obuto camoe Hapsij-
HOE YepHOE IJIaThe U HAKOJIKAa; BOPOTHHK OBLT 3aKOJIOT OOJIBIION
Opormikoii. Bus y Hee ObUT BCTPEBOXEHHBIN U OECTIOKONHBIA.



— ¥ 1ebs1 BOJIOCH pacTperaHbl, — ObICTPO cKa3alia OHa, — MOAIN
npuyeImcs. Mapra, moMoru ey HafeTs JIydiiee riarse. Mucrep
KpaBeH npucnan MeHsi, 4TOObl IPUBECTU €€ K HEMY B KaOUHET.

PymsiHenr coBcem cOesxai co 1iek Mepwu; cepiiie ee CUIbHO
3a0UJI0Ch, ¥ OHA TTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CHOBA ITPEBPAIACTCS B UO-
MOPHYIO, YIPIOMYIO 1eBOUKY. OHa HMYEro HE OTBETUJIA MUCCHUC
Meiok ¥ nomuia B CHAJIBHIO B COMPOBOXIeHMM Mapthel. OHa
MoJT4ajia, IoKa ee MPUYEeChiBAIM U NIEPEOJeBaIM, U BCE TaK ke
MoJTYa nouuia 3a Mmuccuc Meiok 1o kopuaopy. Yro oHa moria
ckazarb? OHa 1okHa OblTa IBUThCA K MucTepy KpaBeny... OHa
€My, BEpPHO, HE TIOHPABUTCS, OH el Toxke. OHa 3HaJja, 4To OH O
Hel MOoJyMaer. . .

Ee npoBenu B Ty 4acTh 10Ma, IJie OHA HUKOT/IA MPesK/ie He Obl-
Bajia. Hakonen muccuc Meniok nocryvana B Kakylo-TO JBEPb,
U, KOrJia KTO-TO cKazanl: «Boiigute», — onu Bouwm Bmecrte. [le-
pell KAMUHOM B Kpecie Cujie] My)KUMHa, 1 MUccuc Meaiok 3a-
TOBOpUJIA C HUM.

— 910 mucc Mepu, cap! — ckazana oHa.

— MoxeTe UATU M OCTaBUTb €€ 3/1€Ch. 51 MO3BOHIO, KOTr1a HA10
OyzeT yBecTH ee, — ckazan muctep KpaseH.

Korpa oHa BbIlIa M 3aTBOpWIIA IBEPH, MeEpH CTOSIIA U K Aaa,
JKaJIKask U MAJICHbKasi, B YEPHOM ILIaThe, CKaB Xyaple pyku. OHa
BUJIENIA, YTO YEJIOBEK B Kpecie BOBCE He ObLT ropdaTt, HO Y HEero
ObLITM BBICOKHE, HECKOJIBKO HEPOBHbBIE TUJIEUH; B YEPHBIX BOJIOCAX
BUAHeNach ceiHa. OH NOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY Yepe3 IJIEUO U 3ar0BO-
PWJI C HEIO.



—Ilomm croma! — ckazai oH.

Mepu nonoruia. On He ObUT JypeH co0ot0. JIuIo ero 6puT0 ObI
Jaxe KpacuBo, eciv Obl He ero yApy4eHHbIN Buj1. Ha nurie 6110
Takoe BbIpakeHue, Kak OyaTo Bua Mepu pazapaxai u 6ecroko-
WJI €ro U Kak Oy/TO OH He 3HaJ, YTO C HelO JeJIaTh.

— Te1 3mOpoBa? — cipocus OH.

— Hla, — orBeTuna Mepu.

— U 3a T060¥ 37€Ch YXa)KUBAIOT. .. XOPOIIIO?

— Ha.

OH ¢ gocanoit motep J100, orsiasBas Mepu.

— To1 ouens xyna! — ckazan oH.

— 41 nonpasmock, — orBeTMIIa Mepu HAaTAHYTO.

Kaxoii HecuactHbIl Buj Obu1 y Hero! Ero yepHbie rinasa, kaza-
JIOCh, BUJIEJIM BOBCE HE MepH, a YTO-TO APYroe, U MbIC/IU €ro He
MOIJIM COCPEAOTOUUTHCS Ha HEH.

— 51 3a6b11 TIpO TEOs1, — ckazas oH. — Kak s mor 3a0biTh? S ny-
MaJl IpUciiaTh Tebe TYBEpPHAHTKY, WIN HSHBKY, UM YTO-HUOYIb
Takoe, HO s 3a0bLI.

— Iloxanyucra, — Hauana Mepu, — noxanyucra... — Ho ka-
KOM-TO KOM B ropJie oMeIasl ei.

— YTO THI XOUENIb CKa3aTh? — CIPOCUJ OH.

— 4... g cMImKoM BesMKa, 9ToObl UMETh HSIHBKY, — CKa3asia
Mepu. — ! noxanyicra. .. HoXkaayucra, He IPUChUIANTE MHE I'y-
BEpHAHTKH !

OH cHOBa MoTep JI00 PyKOIo 1 IocMoTpen Ha Mepw.

— To xe camoe ckazana u muccrc CoyapOu, — pacCesiHHO CKa-



3aJ1 OH.

Mepu crania HEMHOTO CMeEJIEe.

—9710... 310 MaTh MapThl? — IpoOOpMOTAJIA OHA.

— Ila, kaxercs, Tak, — OTBETUJI OH.

— OHa 3Haer Bce... Mpo JeTel, — ckazaina Mepu. — YV Hee ux
JBEHAILATh. .. OHA 3HAET.

OH, Ka3aJioch, puuIes B ceds.

— YTO THI XOUElllb AesaTh?

— 4l Xouy UrpaTh Ha OTKPBITOM BO3/yXe, — OTBETUIa Mepu,
cTapasich, 4TOOBI €e Tosoc He Ipoxai. — B Inauum s Hukorga He
mo6uia 3Toro. A TyT... 51 ObIBAIO TOJIOAHA OT JTOTO. .. U MOIPaB-
JIOCh.

OH cMmoTpen Ha Hee.

— Muccuc Coyspbu ckazana, 4yto Tede 3T0 OyaeT MoNe3HO.
BBITh MOXET, — CKa3ajl OH, — OHa AyMaeT, 4To Tebe HaJo OKper-
HYTb, IPEXk/Ie UeM y Tedst Oy[eT ryBepHaHTKa.

— 51 cTaHOBIIOCH CUJIBHEE. .. KOTJIa UT'PAI0 U U3 CTENH JyeT Be-
TEp, — JOKa3biBaza Mepu.

— I'ne xe Tbl urpaens?

— Besne, — mennysna Mepu. — Mars Maptsl nipuciiana MHe
npeirajky... M s 6eraio u DisiKy, Kak U3 3eMJIM TIOKa3bIBAIOTCS
3eJIeHBIE. .. Y] HUKaKoro Bpena He JIenalo.

— Jla He myraiics Tak! — cka3ay oH OecrokoiHO. — Thl He MO-
Kelllb clIeNlaTh HUKAKOTO BpeJa... Thl elle peOeHoK. .. Moxkelb
JeiaTh, 9T0 TeOe YroaHo.

Mepu nogHecna pyky K Iiee, HOTOMYy 4TO OOsiIach, YTO OH



YBUJUT KOM, KOTOPBIH MOACTYNII e K ropiy. OHa rojonia Ha
OJIIVH IIIar IMOOJIMKE.

— MoxHo? — ¢ TpenieToM cipocuiia oHa. Ee MasieHbkoe BCTpe-
BOJKEHHOE JIUIIO BBI3BIBAJIO B HEM ellle OoJiblliee pa3apakeHue.

— He nyraiics xe! — Bock/iukHya oH. — KoHeuHo, MoxHO. S
TBOW OMEKYH, XOTSI OUeHb TUIOXOW. . . JIJIsl BCSIKOTO peOeHKa. 5 He
MOT'y yIeUTh TeOe HA BpeMeHH, HU BHUMaHUs. $1 cimikom 60-
JIeH, HECYACTeH U paccesiH, HO s X04y, YTOObI TeOe ObLIIO YI0OHO
Y XOopoulo. f coOBceM He 3Hal0, YTO HAJI0 AETSAM, HO Muccuc Mei-
JIOK TI03200TUTCS, 9TOOBI y TeOs1 ObUIO BCe, UTO Ha0. S mocman
3a TOOO# cerofiHst, motomy uto muccuc Coyapou ckazasna, 4To 5
JIOJKeH BUAeTh Te0s. Ee noub pacckassiBasia mpo teds.

— OHa 3HaeT Bce, 4TO HAJIO JIETSIM, — HEBOJILHO BBIPBAJIOCH Y
Mepu.

— OHa JI0/I)KHA 3TO 3HaTh... MHe MMOKAa3aJ10Ch CIIMIIKOM CMe-
JIBIM, YTO OHA OCTAHOBMJIA MEHSI, HO OHA CKa3aJa, 4To... Muccuc
KpaBeH Obi1a ouenb 100pa k Heil. — EMy, Ka3aiock, TpyaHO Obl-
JIO TPOU3HECTU UM MTOKOWHOU keHbl. — OHa NOpAA0YHAs KEH-
mmHa. Tenepsb, Korga s BUXKY TeOsl, s1 IOHMMAI0, YTO OHA TOBO-
puia oueHb Onaropa3ymHo. Mrpaii Ha cBekeM BO3IyXe CKOJBKO
xouerib. MecTa 371ech MHOTO, M Thl MOKEIITh XO/IUTh Ky/1a YTOIHO
1 3a0aBJAThCS YeM yropHo. He Hamo mm tebe yero-HuOyan? —
CITIPOCHJT OH, KaK OYJTO 3Ta MBIC/Ib BHE3AITHO MPHIILIA €My B TO-
JoBy. — He xouenib i Thl UTPYITIEK, KHUT, KYKOJI?

— MOXHO MHE... MOXXHO MHE MOJIY4YUTh. .. KJIOYOK 3eMJIU? —
Mepu B CBOeM yBJIEUeHUH He CO3HABaJa, KAK CTPAHHO JOJIKHBI



OBbLITM 3ByYaTh 3TH CJIOBA U YTO OHA XOTeJIa CKa3aTh BOBCE HE 3TO.
Muctep Kpagen Obl1 mopasxeH.

— 3emui! — NOBTOPUJI OH. — YTO Thl XOYelllb CKa3aTh?

— YT0OBI IOCAIUTh CEMEHA. .. YTOObI YTO-HUOY/Ib BBIPOCIIO. . .
KUBOE, — 3aMHAsICh, CKazaia Mepu.

OH ¢ cexyH/1y TTOCMOTpeT Ha Hee ¥ OBICTPO TTPOBEJT PYKOIO IO
r1a3am.

— PazBe Tbl... Tak J0OMIIb cajibl? — MEIJIEHHO CKa3aJl OH.

— S Huuero storo He 3Hana B Muauu, — oreetriia Mepu. — 51
Bceraa Obuta OonbHast M ycranas... M Tam ObUIO OYeHb KapKo.
Sl uHoTNIA Aenaia TPSAAKY U3 MecKa U BThIKaJla B HUX 1BeThl. Ho
3[IECh BCE TIO-APYrOMYy...

Mucrep KpaBeH BcTan 1 MEIJIEHHO MTPOIIENICS 110 KOMHATE.

— Kiouok 3emum, — ckaszai oH, roBopsi caMm ¢ coboit, 1 Mepu
MoJyMaJjia, 4To OHa, BEPOSITHO, BbI3Bajla B HEM KaKHE-TO BOCIO-
MuHaHMsA. Korna oH OCTaHOBWICS! U 3aTOBOPUJI C HEIO, €r0 TeM-
HbIE [J1a3a CMOTPEJIN Msirde U joopee. — Moxkellb oIy duTh 3eM-
JIM CKOJIBKO XOUelllb. .. Thl MHE HATOMUHAEIIID. . . KOE-KOTO. .. KTO
JIIOOWJT 3eMJTIO M TO, UTO pacTeT Ha HeW. .. Eciii yBUIUIIL KJIOYOK
3eMJIM, KOTOPBII TeOe MOHPABUTCS, — JOOABUII OH C HEKOTOPhIM
noIo0MeM YIbIOKY, — BO3bMU €T0, TUTSI, U C/ieJIail )KUBBIM !

— MoxHO MHE OyJeT B3ITh... TJie YTOIHO... €CJIA TOJbKO OH
HE HyKeH?

— I'ne yrogHo, — OTBETUIJI OH. — A Tenepb nogu. .. A ycrain.

OH nOTpOHYJICS O 3BOHKA, YTOOBI TIO3BATh MUCCUC MEJITIOK.

— [Ipoman, g ye3xaio Ha BCE JIETO.



Muccuc Memiok siBUIach Tak CKOpO, 4To Mepu nogymadna,
YTO OHA, BEPOATHO, KAaJla B KOPUIOpE.

— Muccuc Menok, — obparuics k Heir muctep KpaseH, —
Teriepb, Korjaa s1 Bujen peOeHKa, sl TOHsUI, YTO XOTesla CKa3aTb
muccuc Coyspou. OHa JOIKHA OKPETHYTh, MTPEk/Ie YeM HAuHeT
yunthcsi. Kopmute ee mpocToii 300pOBOH MUIIEH; mycTh Oera-
er Ha cBoOozie B cany. He mpucmarpuBaiite 3a HEl0 CIMIIKOM
MHOTr0; il Hy’)kHa cBOOO/Ia, CBEKMII BO3ayX, OerotHs. Muccuc
Coysp0Ou MOXKeT Koe-KOrja HaBellaTh €e... U OHa MOXKET KO-
T71a-HAOY/b TIOWTH B KOTTEIK.

VY muccruc Meniok ObUT 0YeHb TOBOJIBbHBINA BUJT; OHA C 00J1er-
YeHUeM YCJIbllala, YTo il He Haj1o OyJIeT MHOTO ITPUCMAaTpPUBaTh
3a Mepu. OHa curTasia 3TO TATOCTHOW OO0SI3aHHOCTHIO U MPEK/Ie
oOparayia Ha Hee MaJio BHUMaHus. Kpome Toro, oHa o4eHs Jio-
6una Matb MapThl.

— bnaropapio Bac, cap, — ckazasia oHa. — Cio3anHa Coyspou
yMHas ¥ 100pasi KeHIIUHA. .. Y Hee IBEHaIIaTh YeJIOBEK JIeTel,
Y HET JIy4dlle U 310poBee ux. Mucc Mepu HHUYeMy AypHOMY Y
HUX He HayuuTcsl. Cio3aHHa CoyapOu, UTO Ha3bIBAETCS, KEHIIH-
Ha CO 37JpaBbIM YMOM, €CJI Bbl MEHSI [IOHSLIH. . .

— S monsn, — orBeTril mucrep Kpasen. — A tenepp yBeaure
mucc Mepu u npuiute Mae [Inuepa.

Koraa muccuc Memiok ocrasuina Mepu oHy B KOHLE KOpU-
nopa, Mepu nyctuiiach 6exatb K cebe B KoMHary. Tam sxaana
ee Mapra.

— Y mens Oyzer cBoii can! — kpukHyaa Mepu. — On Oyzer, rie



MHE yrogHo! ['yBepHaHTKHM MHE HE NPULLLTIOT €11e JA0JIr0-A0Iro!
TBOsI MaTh IPUIET HABECTUTH MEHSI, 1 MHE MOXHO OyJIeT oeXaTh
K BaM B KOTTek. OH rOBOPUT, UTO Takas MaJieHbKasl IEBOYKa,
KaK $1, HE MOXET ClIeJIaTh ca/ly HUKAKOro BpeJa U 51 MOr'y JIeJIaTh,
YTO MHE YTOIHO, Iie Obl TO HU ObLIO!

— D10 OBUIO OYEHH XOPOIIIO C €r0 CTOPOHBI, — BECEJIO CKa3aia
Mapra.

— Mapra, — ceppe3Ho ckazana Mepu, — OH Ha caMoM JeJie
OYEHb XOPOIIIHIA; TOJIBKO JIMIIO Y HErO TaKOe XKaJKoe U JIOO BECh
CMOPUICHHBIM. . .

Mepu 6erom myctuiiach B ca. OHa 3Haja, 4To MpoObLIa JIoMa
JOJIbIIIE, YEM PACCUUTHIBAJIA, U UTO [IMKOHY MPUAETCS YUTH pa-
HO, YTOOBI yCIIeTh IPOUTH TMATh MWIb. [IPOCKOJIB3HYB B KAJIUT-
Ky TIO/ TUTIOIIIOM, OHa yBHUjena, uto /[ukoHa He ObUIO Tam, Tjie
OH mpexjie paboTal, U CaJ0Bble MHCTPYMEHTHI JIeKaJU MO Ae-
peBom. OHa nozdeskaa K AepeBy, OIS IbIBasICh KPyrom, HO Iu-
KOHA He ObLI0 BUIHO. TaHCTBEHHBIN caj1 ObLT ITyCT; TOJIBKO Ma-
JIMHOBKA CHjIejia Ha pPO30BOM KycTe U cieawia 3a Mepu.

— Ero Het! — mevaspHO ckasajia oHa. — Heyxkenu oH ObLT TOJTb-
KO... JIECHOM AyX?

Barisiz ee BApyT yna Ha 4To-To 6es10e, MPUK perieHHOe K Po-
30BOMY KYyCTYy. DTO ObLT MaJICHBKHIA KJIOYOK OyMaru, OTOpBaH-
HBIM OT TUCbMA, KOTOPOE OHA caMa OTIipaBuiIa JJukoHy OT uMeHu
Maptsl. Ona noHsiia, uro 310 JJukoH npukpenui ero. Ha kiou-
ke Oymaru ObLJIO HEYTO BPOJE PUCYHKA, MOl KOTOPBIM OBbUIN KO-
PSIBO «HareyaTaHHbie» OyKBBL. Mepy CHauasia HU4ero He Morjia



pazoOparh, MOTOM YBUJIENA, YTO PUCYHOK M300paxas THE3/O0 C
CHUJEBIIEH B HEM NTHLIEH. A OyKBB BHU3Y IJIACHIH: «$l OIATH
TIPUIY».

Mepu B3s1;1a pUCYHOK JOMOM U 32 y’KMHOM TOKa3asia ero Map-
Te.

— O, g u He 3HaJ1a, 4TO Hall [JIMKOH TakoM UCKYCHUK! — € rop-
JOCTBIO cKazana Mapra.

Mepu noHs1a, YTO UMEHHO [IMKOH XOTeJI CKa3aTh 3TOM 3aIlnC-
koil. OH XOTel yBepuThb ee, UTo Oy/lIeT XpaHuTh ee TaiiHy. Ee can
— 3T0 OBLTO THE3/10, a oHa cama nTuna! Kak eit HpaBuics 3ToT
CTPaHHBIN JEPEBEHCKUI MaJIbUuK !



I'naBa XIII

Mepu Hagesuiach, 4To JIMKOH MpUAET 3aBTpa, U C ITOU MbIC-
JIbIO YCHYJIa B O’KU/IAHUU YTPA.

Ho B Vopkmmmpe noroaa o4eHs epeMeHdIBa, 0COOEHHO Bec-
Hoil. Houblo Mepu pa3Oynut miym IOXKAs, KPYIHBIE TSDKEITbIe
KaIUIM CTyYaJli 110 OKOHHBIM cTekJiaM. ok /Ib JIWII JIMBMS, U Be-
Tep 3aBbIBAJI CHAPYKU M BO BCceX TpyOax IpOMaHOrO CTaporo
JaoMa. Mepu cena B 1ocTesiu, HEAOBOJIbHAS U CEPAMUTAS.

«ITOT 10K/ TENEepb TOYHO HA3J0, — MOAYMasa OHA. — ITO
BCE MIOTOMY, YTO MHE HE HAJI0 JOXKIA. ..»

Mepu cHOBa Jieryia, yTKHYBIIUCh JIMIIOM B TIonyniky. OHa He
TUIaKasa, HO He MorJa ycHyTh. O, Kak BT BETep U Kak OoJbIIme
Karum JOXs cTyvamu B okHa! «Kak Oyaro KTo-To 3a0myauicst
B CTENM, UILET JOPOTU U IIa4YeT», — MojAyMasia OHa.

Mepu okoJio yacy Jiexkana, Bopodasich ¢ OOKy Ha OOK, Kak
BIPYT UYTO-TO 3aCTABUJIO €€ CECTh Ha MO-CTEeJIM U NOBEPHYTh I'0-
JIOBY K JBEPH; OHA MPUCITYIIMBAJIACh. .. U IPUCITYIINBAJIACh.

— Tenepp 310 yX HEe BeTep, — CKa3aja OHa TPOMKMM LIENO-
TOM. — DTO HE BETep, a YTO-TO JAPyroe. ITO IUIa4, KOTOPbIA 5
CIIplIIAJIA TIPEXIE.

JIBepb ee KOMHaThI OblJTa OTBOPEHA HACTEXKb, U 3BYK Pa3HO-
CHJICSA TIO KOPHUIOPY — CJIa0blii OTAAIEHHBI 3BYK KallpU3HOTO
r1aya. Mepu npuciynmBaiach elie HECKOIbKO MUHYT, U C Kax-
JIO MUHYTOM YBEPEHHOCTb ee Bce Bo3pacTasia. OHa 4yBCTBOBa-



J1a, 94TO JIOJKHA Y3HATh, B YeM JIes10. DTo ObLJIO elre Oojiee CTpaH-
HO, YeM TaMHCTBEHHBIN CaJl ¥ 3apbIThIM KJ1I04. OHa OIyCTHIa HO-
T' C KPOBATH U CTaJjia Ha IMoJl.

— 4 y3Hawo, B yeM zeiio, — ckazasia Mepu. — Teneps Bce crsr,
a 1o muccuc MeUiok MHe HET HUKAKOoro aeja!

Boszre ee nmocrenu crosiia cBeva; oHa B3slla €€ M THXO BBIIILIA
u3 KoMHaThl. Kopuiop ka3ascst oueHb AJTMHHBIM U TEMHBIM, HO
OHa ObLJ1a CJTMIIIKOM B3BOJTHOBAHA, YTOObI OOPATUTh HA 9TO BHU-
Manue. OHa ObUIa yBepeHa, uTo 3HAEeT, IJie UMEHHO HAJI0 TIOBEep-
HYTb, YTOOBI HAUTH KOPOTKHIA KOPUAOP C 3aBEIICHHOW KOBPOM
JIBEPBIO — TOUM caMoOl, U3 KOTOPOW BBIIILJIA MUCCUC MeJIoK, KO-
riaa Mepwu 3a6mmyauiiack. 3ByKH IILJTH U3 TOro Kopuaopa. OHa 1uia
BIIEPE]] C TYCKJIO FOPEBILEN CBEUOil, IOUTH OIIYTIbIO, U CEP/LIE €
OMJIOCH TaK TPOMKO, YTO € Ka3aJioCh, OHA CIIBIIIUT €ro OueHue.
CrnaOpblil OTHaJIEeHHBIN 3BYK IJ1a4a BCe ellle CIblmancs, u Mepu
1IUIa Ha 3TOT 3BYK. VIHOr1a OH 3aTuxaji, HOTOM ONSATh Cibliascs!
['ne eit Hay1o ObUTO MOBEepHYTH? OHA OCTAaHOBUJIACKH, COOOpAKASI.
O, n1a, 3T0 31€Ch; HA/IO MPOUTH IO STOMY KOPUIOPY, TOBEPHYTh
OISITh HAJIEBO, MTOJHSTHCS HA JIBE IMPOKUE CTYTNEHH, TIOTOM TI0-
BEPHYTb HaseBO. [la, BOT U ABEpPD, 3aBElIEHHAs: KOBPOM !

Mepu THXO OTBOpHJIA €€ U 3aTBOPUJIA 32 COOO; OUYTHBIIUCH
B JIJIMHHOM KOPHJIOpE, OHA COBEPILIEHHO SICHO YCJIbIIaia Iiad,
XOTs1 OH ObLT HerpoMKuil. OH CIbIIIAJICS 32 CTEHOIO, CJIeBa, U B
HECKOJIbKMX (pyTax oT Mepu BuHeNach ABepb. Mepu Morjia BU-
JeTh TIOJIOCKY CBeTa BHU3Y. KTO-TO Ijakan B 3TOM KOMHATe, U
TOT «KTO-TO» OBbLIT MAJICHHKHIA.



Ona noponuia K ABEpU U TOJIKHYJA €€; JBEpb OTBOPUIIACh, U
OHa OYyTHJIACh B KOMHATe. JT0 Obl1a OOJbIIIasi KOMHATA C Kpa-
CHBOH CTapUHHOW MeOeIbIo.

B kamuHe TYCKJIO TJ1e/l OrOHb; BO3JIE KPOBaTU C MapyOBBIM
0aJaxMHOM ropesl HOYHMK, a Ha KPOBATH JIeKaJl MAJIbUMK U Ka-
NIPU3HO TIaKaJl.

V Maspumnka ObUTO XyJ0€ HEeKHOE JIMIIO IBETa CJIOHOBOM KO-
CTH; IJ1a3a €ro, Ka3ajaoch, ObUIM CJMIIKOM BEJIMKH JUISl TAaKOTO
uua. Y Hero ObUTH T'YCThIE BOJIOCHI, TSKEIBIMU MIPSISMU Ma1aB-
Me eMy Ha JI00, OTYero ero JIMIo Ka3anoch eie Menbine. OH
BBITJIsAIE]T OOJTbHBIM; HO TUIAKAJI OH CKOpee OT pa3/ipakeHus], YeM
ot 6omH.

Mepu crosisia BO3/ie IBEpU CO CBEUO B PyKax, 3aTauB JIbIXa-
Hre. [1oToM OHa OCTOPOXHO ABHHYJACH BIIEPE, W, KOTIa OHa
TIOIOIIITa TIOONIMKe, CBET MPUBJIEK BHUMaHue Masiburka. OH To-
BEPHYJI F'OJIOBY Ha MOJyIIKE U yCTaBUJICsA Ha MepH, IpyyeM IJa-
3a ero IHPOKO PACKPBUTHCH.

— KT0 TBI? — CKa3aJ1 OH, HAKOHEIl, UCITYTaHHBIM IIETIOTOM. —
Tol npuspax?

— Her, — orBetnia Mepu TOXe UCITyraHHBIM ILENOTOM, — a
ThI. .. IPU3PaAK?

Ou Bce misAAeN U IIsaes Ha Hee. Mepu He MorJIa He 3aMeTUTh
ero cTpaHHbIX r1a3. OHM ObUIM araToBO-Cepble U Ka3aJIMCh CITUIII-
KOM OOJIBIIMMH /IS €r0 JIMLIA, TOTOMY YTO ObUIM OTTEHEHBI Yep-
HBIMU PECHHUIIAMHU.

— Her, He mpu3pak, — OTBETHJI OH, MOJOXKAAB CeKyHIy. — S



Konun.

— Kt0 Takou KonmH? — gpoxa, cpocuia oHa.

— i — Kosmun KpaBeH. A Tbl KTO?

— 41 — Mepu Jlennokc. Mucrtep KpaBeH — moit asijs.

— OH Mo11 oTell, — CKa3aJl MAJIbYHK.

— Trowu orent! — axHyna Mepu. — MHe HUKTO He TOBOPUJI, YTO
y HEro ecTb MIb4MK... [Touemy 3107

— Iloau cropa! — ckazan OH, HE CBOASl C HEE CBOMX CTPaHHbIX
TPEBOXHBIX IJ1a3.

OHa nogonuia K NocTelv, U OH MPOTSHYJI PYKY W TPOHYJI €€.

— Tw Benb HacTOsAAIIASA? — CIIPOCKTI OH. — Y MEHS 4acTo ObIBa-
10T TAKME HACTOSIIME CHBI. BBITh MOXET, ¥ Thl TAKOW COH.

Korga Mepu Bbixoauia U3 cBoeld KOMHAThI, OHA Hajesa Ter-
JIBIM IIEPCTSHOM KaroT U TENEPb CYHyJIa €My B PyKY IOJIy Karo-
Ta.

— Ilorporaii-ka... Buauib, Kakas Tojictas U Teruias mare-
pusi, — CKa3ajia oHa. — A eCJIM XOUelllb, s TeOs HEMHOXKO YIIHII-
HY, YTOOBI TTOKA3aTh TeOe, Kakas 51 HacTosass. MHe Ha MUHYTKY
MOKA3aJIOCh, YTO Thl TOXKE, MOKAIYH, COH. ..

— Otkyga Thl npUnLia? — COPOCKII OH.

— W3 cBoelt koMHaThl... BeTep Tak BbLI, YTO S HE MoIJia
YCHYTb; 51 yCJblIajia, YTO KTO-TO IUIAYET, U MHE 3aXOTeJIOCh
y3HaTh, KTO 3TO... [loyemy Thl ruiakan?

— IloTomy 4TO 51 TOKE HE MOT YCHYTh M Y MeHsl 3a0o0siesna ro-
noBa. .. Ckaxu MHe OMsTh, Kak TeOs1 30BYT.

— Mepu Jlennokc. Pa3Be Tebe HUKTO HE TOBOPHJI, UTO S MIPHU-



exaJia cioaa JKUTh?

OH Bce eie nepeOrpat majabliaMu CKJIaAKy ee KaroTa u, oue-
BUJIHO, HAYMHAJ y’ke OOJIbIIIe BEPUTh B TO, YTO OHA HACTOSIIIAS.

— Her, HukTo. OHM HE CMEIOT, — OTBETUII OH.

— [Touemy? — cripocuiia Mepu.

— IMotomy 4to 51 GOsiicst OBI, UTO THI MEHS YBUAMID. S He
XO04y, YTOOBI JIFOIM MEHSI BUJAJIM ¥ TOBOPUJIM 000 MHE.

— [louemy? — cHoBa cnipocuina Mepu, U3ymiieHUE KOTOPOU
BO3pacTajio KaxIyl0 MUHYTY.

— [oTomy 4TO 51 Beerya Takom. .. OOJBLHOM M MHE BCerja Ha-
10 Jiexath. Moii oTel| Toe He XO4eT, YTOO JTI0IM TOBOPHITU 000
MmHe. CiyraM He MO3BOJISIOT TOBOPUTH MPO MeHsl... Eciu s Oy-
1y KUB, 51, IOXayH, Oyay ropoartsiii... Tonbko 51 He Oymy KHB.
Orer; OOUTCS ¥ TIOYMaTh, UTO 51 OYy TaKOM, KaK OH. ..

— Kakoi ato crpannbii jom! — ckazana Mepu. — Takoit cTpas-
HBI. .. BCIOAY TallHbl! 3anepTbie KOMHATHI. .. 3anepThie Cajibl. ..
Y THI... A TeOs TOXe 3anuparoT?

— Her. 4 Bcerna B 9101 KOMHATE, MOTOMY UYTO HE XO4Y, YTOOBI
MeHsI YHOCUJTU OTCIO[Ia; 3TO MEHsI CJIUIITKOM YTOMUJISIET.

— A TBOH oTel| IpUXOOUT K Tebe? — OCMeNnIach CIpOCUTh
Mepnu.

— NnHoraa, oO6bruHO Koraa s crumo. OH He XO4eT MeHsT BUJIETb.

— [louemy? — He ynepxanach Mepu.

[Mo nuity manpumka npobexana MUMOJIETHAsI TeHb THEBa.

— Most math ymepna, Korja s poIuiIcs, U OTITy OOJTbHO CMOT-
petb Ha MeHsi. OH JyMaeT, 4To s He 3HAl0; HO s CJIBIIAJ, Kak



JIFO/IA TOBOPSAT. .. OH NOYTH HEHABUIUT MEHSI. . .

— OH HEHaBUJIUT CaJl, TOTOMY 4YTO OHa yMepia, — ckazaia Me-
pH, TOYHO OOpaIasch K camMou ceoe.

— Kakoii can? — cnpocui MaJibuuK.

— O, mpocTo cajf... KOTOpBII OHA JIIoOWIa, — MPOOOPMOTAIA
OHa. — A ThI Bcera 3/1eCh KMBEIIIb?

— Ioutn Bcerma. MHorma meHst 6epyT Kyga-HuOy/Ib Ha MOp-
CKoOM Oeper, HO 51 He X049y OCTaBaThCsl TaM, IIOTOMY UTO BCE JTIOU
CMOTPSAT Ha MeHs. §l pexke HOCKIT KeJIe3HYIO IITYKY, YTOOBI Y
MeHS CITUHA ObLTa TIpsiMasi, HO KO MHE MpHreXajl BaXHBIN JIOKTOP
u3 JIoH/I0HA U cKa3aJ, 4To 3TO rymno. OH BeJies CHATh ee C MeHs
U JIepKaTh MEHs Ha CBEXeM BO3/yxe. Sl HeHaBMXY CBEXKUI BO3-
JyX... ¥ TEpIeTh He MOTY BBIXOIUTb.

— 41 Toxe He MOOMIIA, KOTJIa MpHexaa ciona, — ckazaia Me-
pu. — [ToyeMy THl BCe CMOTPHIIIL HA MEHSI?

— IloTomy, 4TO CHBI TakHe. .. HACTOSIINE, — pa3ApakeHHO OT-
BeTWJI OH. — MHOI/Ia, KOrya st OTKphIBAlo I71a3a, s TOXe He Beplo,
YTO 51 HE CILIIO.

— Mp1 06a He criuM, — ckazaiia Mepu. OHa OKHHYJIa B3TJISIOM
KOMHATY C BBICOKMM IIOTOJIKOM, C TJTyOOKMMU TEHSIMHU B yIJIax
Y TYCKJIBIM CBETOM KaMHMHa. — DTO MOXOXe Ha COH... U Tenepp
HOYb... U BCE CIISIT, KPOME HAaC. A MBI HE CITHIM.

— 41 OBl He XOTen, 4T00 3TO ObUT COH, — OECITOKOMHO CKa3al
MaJIbYMK.

Mepwu BOpyr BCIIOMHUIIA YTO-TO.

— Ecimu T He 100M1LIb, YTOOBI IO TeOs BUIEIA, — Hadasa



OHa, — TO XOYelllb, YTOO A yIuia’?

OH Bce epkall B pyKe CKJIAJIKy €e KaroTa U cjerka MOTsSHYI
ee.

— Her, — ckazan oH. — Eciu 1ol yiifenib, s1 Oyny yBepeH, 4To
ThI ObLTA. .. cOH. Ecitu Tl HacTOsIIIasA, CATb BOH HA TOT OOJIBIIION
TaOypeT U paccKaxu MHe TIpo ceds. S xouy mocIymiarh.

Mepu nocraBusia cBe4y Ha CTOJI BO3JIe IIOCTEJTU U Cesla Ha MsIT-
kuii TaOypert. Eil BoBce He xoTenoch yxoquth. Eit xoTenoch mo-
OBITh B 9TOM TAMHCTBEHHOM OTJAJICHHOW KOMHATe U pa3roBapH-
BaTh C TAMHCTBEHHBIM MaJIbUUKOM.

— Uro pacckazarb Tebe? — CrpocHiia oHa.

OH XOTeJ 3HaTh, CKOJIKO BpEMEHU OHa Kuja B MuccenbTysu-
Te-M3Hope; B KakoM Kopujope Obljla ee KOMHATa; YTO OHA Jiefia-
JIa; HpaBWJIACh JIA €i CTelb WK He HPaBWJIACh, KaK eMy; IJie OHa
KIIa, TIpexke deM rpuexana B Mopkimmp. OHa oTBeyasa Ha Bce
9TU BOMPOCHI M HA MHOTHUE JIPYTUe, a OH JIeXKaJl HA TOAYIIKaxX U
ciymai. OH 3acTaBUII €€ pacckasarb eMy rpo MHauio, mpo ceoe
nyTeliecTBue no okeany. OHa MoHsIa, YTO OH HE 3HAJI TOTrO, YTO
3HAJIM JIPyTUe JAeTH, TIOTOMY 4TO ObLT O0bHOM. OJIHA U3 ero Hsl-
HEK Hay4uJia ero 4uMTarh, Korja oH OblT MaJICHbKUIA, U OH BCerja
YHUTAJI U pACCMATPUBAJT KAPTUHKYU B POCKOIITHBIX KHUKKAX.

XoTs1 OTel] ero peAKo MPUXOIWI K HEMY, KOTrJla OH He cral,
BCE K€ eMY JIaBaJii BCSIKKE yAUBUTENIbHbIE UTPYILKH, YEM 1032~
6aBuThcs. Ho emy, oueBraHO, HUKOTIa He ObL10 Becesno. OH Mor
UMETh BCe, YTO Obl OH HU MOMPOCHII, U €r0 HUKOI/IA He 3aCTaB-
JISJA A€J1aTh TO, YEr0 eMy He XOTEJIOCh JIeNaTh.



— Besikuil jomkeH fenaTh T0, YTO MHE YTOIHO, — PABHOJYIITHO
ckazan oH. — Korma s cepxych, st 3a0oneBato. Hukro He mymaer,
91O 51 Oy[y )KUTb U BHIPACTY OOJIBIIION.

OH cKa3aJi 3TO TaK XJaJHOKPOBHO, Kak OyATO y:Ke TaBHO MpU-
BBIK K 9TOM MBICJIM M 9TO €r0 HUUYYTh HE HHTepecoBaio. Emy, ka-
3aJ10Ch, OYeHb HPABUJICS 3BYK Trojioca Mepw, 1 OH Kak OHI B Jipe-
MOTe CJIyIlIaJl, 4YTO OHa roBopwiia. Pa3za qBa el npunuia B rojioBy
MBICJIb, HE 3achinaeT Ju oH. Ho oH BApyr 3aaai Borpoc.

— Ckonbko Tebe JIeT? — CIpoCHJI OH.

— MHe pecsatsb net, u Tede Toxe, — oTBeTHIa MepH, Ha MUT
320BIB OCTOPOXHOCTb.

— A Thl OTKYJa 3TO 3Haellb? — CIIPOCKJI OH YIUBJIEHHO.

— IloTtomy uTO KOrza Thl pOAWJICS, 3alepid KAJUTKY cala 1
3apbUIM KJIIOY... A caJl 3aMepT yKe IeCATh JIET.

KosuH cen B mocrenu, onupasich Ha JIOKTH, U TIOBEPHYJICS K
HeEl.

— Kaky1o kasatky 3anepnu? Ko sto cnenan? I'ne onu 3appiim
KJII0Y? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, BAPYT 3aMHTEPECOBABIIKCH.

—IT0... TOT caj, KOTopbii MucTep KpaBeH He moOuT, — BO3-
OykJIeHHO cKa3zajia MepH, — OH BeJiesl 3arepeTh ero, U HUKTO He
3HAJI, IJIe OH 3apbLI KJIIOY.

— Yro 3710 32 can? — xaaHO JonbIThiBajICA KouH.

— Tyna 1enpIx aecsaTh JIeT HUKTO He XOAWI, — ObUT OCTOPOXK-
HBII OTBET.

Ho ocTOpoXHOCTh SIBUJIACh CIMINKOM T03/1HO. KomuH Obln
CJTUIIIKOM TIOXOX Ha Mepu; eMy Toxe Hedero ObUIO JIeiaTh U He O



4yeM ObLJIO JyMaTh, ¥ MBIC/Ib O TAMHCTBEHHOM Cajie Ka3ajach emy
IIPUBJIEKATEILHOM TaK ke, Kak 1 er. OH 3a/1aBajl OUH BOIIPOC 32
apyrum. I'ne atot can? Mckana nu oHa Korjaa-HUOYIb KaJTUTKY?
CnparnvBaia i oHa Koraa-HUOyIb CaJlOBHUKOB?

— OHU He XOTAT rOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, — cKazaia Mepu. — 4 ny-
Malo, YTO UM IpHUKa3aJid HE OTBEYaTh Ha BOIIPOCHI.

— A s ObI uX 3acTaBu!

— PazBe T MO ObI? — HEMHOT'O UCITyTaHHO Cripocuiia Mepu.

Eciu oH MOT 3aCTaBUTH JIIOJIEH OTBEYATh HA BOMPOCHI, KTO 3Ha-
€T, YTO MOTJIO ObI CITYIHMThCS !

— MHe TOJKHBI yTOXIATh BCe; s Tebe Yk ckazan 31o! Eciu Ob1
sI MOT OCTaTbCsl B )KMBBIX, BCE 9TO KOTAAa-HUOYIb MPUHAIJIEKAIIO
Obl MHe. 5] ObI MX 3aCTaBWJI paccKas3arh.

Mepu He 3HaIa, 4TO OHA M cama Obula M30aIoBaHa, HO SICHO
NOHMMAaJIa, YTO ITOT TAMHCTBEHHBII MaIbuuK n30anoBaH. OH Be-
PUJI, YTO BECh MUP NPUHAIIEKUT eMy | Kakoii 3To ObLT CTpaHHBbII
MaJIbUMK M KaK CIIOKOWHO OH TOBOPHJI O TOM, UTO He Oy/IeT KUTb!

— T gymaemnb, 94To He OyAelb KUTh? — cipocuiaa Mepu, oT-
YacTy U3 JIIOOOMBITCTBA, OTYACTU U3 JKeJTaHHsI 3aCTaBUTD €ro 3a-
OBITH TIPO Cafl.

— 4 mymato, uto He Oymy, — OTBETHII OH TaK K€ PABHOYIIIHO,
Kak M mpeskjie ToBoprit 00 3ToM. — C Tex Mop Kax s1 ce0s1 TOMHIO,
s CJIBIIIAJ, KaK JIIOJU TOBOPUJIM, 4TO 51 He Oyny kuTb. [Ipexae
OHU JyMaJlu, YTO sI CJIMIIIKOM MaJl, YTOOBl MOHUMATh 3TO, a Te-
nepb OHU JYMAIOT, YTO 51 HE CJIBIIILY. .. HO s Ciibliiy. Moil JOKTOp
— IBOIOPOZIHBIN OpaT MOETOo OTIa; OH OCAHBIN. .. ¥ €CITU 51 YMPY, ¥



Hero OyJeT Bech MUCCEINIbTYIMT. .. KOTJ/Ia OTel] MO TOXE YMpeET.
S nymaio, emy Obl HE XOTEJIOCh, UTOO ST K. . .

— A THI XOTEN OBI )XUTH? — OCBEAOMUIACH MepH.

— Her, — OTBETUJI OH CepUTO U YCTaJO, — HO 51 HE X04y YMHU-
parb. Korna s G6oneH, s ey 31ech U aymMaio 00 3TOM... s Bce
iavy ¥ miavy.

— S Tpu pasza crblmana, Kak Thl TUIaKajd, HO He 3Haja, KTO
3T0, — CKazaja Mepu. — 3HauuT, Thl 00 3TOM 1u1akan? — Eif oueHb
XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI OH 3a0BUT O Cale.

— 4 nymarto, — otBeT!1 OH. — JlaBaii TOBOPUTH O YeM-HUOYIb
apyrom. Pacckaxu mpo 1ot caj... Tebe XoTeaoch Obl €ero Bu-
NEeTh?

— Jla, — orBeTuna Mepu tuxo.

— MHe xotenock Obl, — HACTOMYMBO TIPOJOIKAT OH. — MHe,
KaXeTCsl, HUKOT/Ia He XOTeJIOCh BUIETh YTO-HUOY/Ib. .. HO MHE XO-
YyeTcs BUAETh 3TOT caj. S xody, 4ToObl BBIPBUIM KJIIOY, 1 XOUY,
9TOOBI OTHEPIN KAIUTKY. S IpruKaxy, 4ToObl MEHSI Ty1a OTHEC-
JIM B KpecJie. .. BeJjb 9TO 3HAYUT ObITh HAa CBEXeM BO3IyXe... 51
3aCTaBJII0 UX OTHEPETh KATUTKY !

OH ObUT B3BOJTHOBAH, M €r0 CTpaHHbIE Ila3a OlecTesn, Kak
3BE3/Ibl, U Ka3aJIUCh €I1le OOJIBIIIE.

— Bce oHu I0/IKHBI yrok/1aTh MHE, — TPOIOJIKal oH. — 51 3a-
CTaBJIIO UX B35ITh MEHs TyAa U TeOe TOXe MO3BOMIO MPUUTH. ..

Mepu kpenko cxaina pyku. Bece Oyaer ucropuyeno — Bee! Jlu-
KOH HUKOrJa OOJbIlle He MPUJET, U OHA YK He OydeT HHMKOraa
YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sl KaK MTHIIA B OE30MaCHOM, CKPBITOM T'HE3IE.



— O, He HaJI0. .. He HAJIO ITOrO AeJIaTh! — KPUKHYJIa OHA.

OH Tak ycTaBWJICS Ha Hee, Kak Oy/ITo AymaJl, 9TO OHA COIIa
C yma.

—Iouemy?! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — Besib ThI CKa3asia, 4To XoTesa
OBl BUJIETH caz!

— 51 xouy, — cka3ajia OHa MOYTH C PhIIAHWEM, — HO €CJTU Thl
3aCTaBUIIIb UX OTIEPETh KAJIUTKY U B35Th TeOS Tya, TO TO yXKe
Oosbirie He OyneT TaiHO¥ !

OH HaKJIOHWICS BIIEPE.

— Tarna! — ckazajn oH. — Yto 310 3HaunT? CKaxu MHe!

— Buauine. .. BuguinG i, — Havasia Mepu, TsoKesno Jplia 1
MyTasCh, — €CJIM HUKTO HE 3HAET, a TOJBKO MBI... €CJI Obl TamM
OblIa KQJIUTKA. .. 3aKPbITasl IUTIOIOM. .. €CJIM Obl TaM ObLIa. .. 1
MOIJIY OBl €€ HAWTH. .. ¥ Mbl MOTJI ObI IPOOPATHCS Ty/A. .. BMe-
CTe... W 3aTBOPUTh KAJMTKY... U HUKTO HE 3HAJ Obl... YTO TaM
KTO-HUOY/Ib €CTh... MbI Obl UTPAJIX... OyATO 3TO HAII CaJl, 1 MbI
CaMM MTHUIIBI,  CaJT — HAIIle THE3/IO. . . Mbl UTPaJIA Obl TAM KaX bl
IIEHb, Y1 KOMAJIA OB, U caXkajld CEMEHa, U BCE OKWIIO OFI. ..

— A pasBe Tam Bce MepTBO? — NepeOuI OH ee.

— Ckopo OyferT... ecM HUKTO He OydeT MpucMaTpuBatrh, —
pojIoiiKajia oHa. — [IBeTOUHbIE JTyKOBHIIBI KHMBBI, HO PO3HI. . .

OH cHOBa niepeOuI ee, TAKOU ke B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN, KAaK U OHA
cama.

— YT0 Takoe JyKOBHIIbI? — OBICTPO CKa3as OH.

— 9T0... JIMIUU U NMOACHEKHUKH. .. OHM HAUMHAIOT OXXUBATh
TOJT 3eMJICH . . . U U3 HUX BBIXOJISIT 3€JICHbIE OCTPUS. .. TIOTOMY YTO



BECHA UJIET.

— Becna uner? — moropui oH. — Kakast ona? Korna ObiBaerp
00JIeH, TO B KOMHATaX BOBCE HE BU/IUIIL BECHBI.

— DTO KOrma CONHIIE CBETUT IOCJE JOXK/IA. .. U JOXK/Ib BbIIIa-
JaeT MOCJIe COJHIIA. .. M BCE TSIHETCS BBEPX M OJKMBAET O[] 3€M-
sen. .. Ecim Ovl can ocrajics Hallel TaliHOM U MBI MOIUIA OBI XO-
JIMTh TYyJIa U CMOTPETh, KaK BCE PacTeT U CKOJIbKO TaM po3... Bu-
JIMIIIb JIM. .. Be[b ObUIO OBl rOpa3io Jiydllle, eciii Obl BCE 3TO ObI-
JIa TaiiHa?

OH cHOBa ymaJj Ha TOAYIIKH U JIeKaJl HEMOIBUXKHO CO CTPaH-
HBIM BBIpA)XCHUEM HA JIUIIE.

— Y MeHs HUKOT/Ia He ObUIO TaliHbI, — CKa3aJjl OH, — KPOME TOH,
9TO 51 He Oyy *KMB M He BbIpacTy 00JIbIioi. OHU HE 3HAIOT, YTO 51
3Hal0 00 3TOM, 3HAYMT, ITO TaiHa. .. Ho 3Ta TaiiHa MHe HpaBUTCA
OoJbIIIe.

— Eciu ThI He 3aCTaBMIIb UX B3STh TeOsI B 9TOT cajl, — yOexKaa-
Ja Mepu, — TO, MOXET ObITh. .. 51 TIOUTH YBEPEHa, YTO KOI/ia-HHU-
Oy/ib y3HAI0, KaK Tyaa 3a0paThCsi. A TIOTOM... €C/IU JIOKTOP Be-
JIVIT BBIHECTH TeOsI B KPECJIe. .. ¥ €CJIM Th BCETJa MOXeEIIb JIe/iaTh
YTO 3aX0Y€lllb, TO MBI... MOXKET OBITh... HAIIUTA Obl KAKOTO-HU-
OyIb MaJIbuMKa, KOTOPBIA ObI BE3 TBOE KPECJIO. .. MBI ITOILIN ObI
B caj... OQHU, U 3TO OBLIO OBl BCEra TalHOM.

— 310 OBUIO OBI XOPOIIIO, — CKa3aJl OH MEJIEHHO, MeUYTaTeJIbHO
D181 Tipeji COOO0M. — $1 Obl MPUMMPHIICS CO CBEXKUM BO3YXOM. . .
B TAMHCTBEHHOM Cay.

— 41 Tebe pacckaxy... Kak, MO-MOEMY, TaM BHYTPH. .. €CJIH Obl



MOIJIH Ty/a BOUTH... OH OBbLT 3amepT Tak J0JITO, YTO BCE TaM
nepenyTanoch. ..

KosuH niexxan cnokoiHo v ciyinall, kak Mepu pacckasbiBaia
PO BBIOILIMECS PO30BbIE KYCThI, KOTOPBIE LIETUISIUCH 32 IEPEBbS,
PO MTULl, KOTOPbIE, BEPOSITHO, CBUJIM TaM T'HE3[1a, IOTOMY UYTO
6b110 Oe3omacHo. [ToToM OHa pacckazana eMy Mpo MaJUHOBKY H
npo craporo bena. Paccka3s mpo ntruky tak noHpaswuics Konu-
HY, YTO OH JIa)e YJbIOHYJICS.

— 4 n He 3HaAJ, YTO €CTh TaKMe ITUYKHU, — CKa3ayg oH. — Ho
KOT/Ia Bce BpeMsi ObIBaeIllb B KOMHATE, TO HUYEro TAKOTO HE BH-
JIMIIb. A THI CTOJIBKO 3HAelllb. .. MHE BCE KaXETCsl, YTO Thl ObLIa
Tam, B 9TOM cajy!

Mepu He 3Hana, 4yTo CKaszaTh, U Moimyasia. KonuH, 04eBUIHO,
HE 0K OTBETA.

— 51 TebGe mokaxy Koe-4to, — CKa3aJl OH BIPYT. — Buauiib BOH
TY PO30BYIO IIEJIKOBYIO 3aHABECKY HA CTEHE HaJl KAMUHOM?

— Buxy, — oTBeTHIIa OHA.

— Tam Bucur mHypok, — ckazan Komn. — [otsanu ero!

Mepwu, cCIIbHO 3aMHTEPECOBaHHASI, BCTala U OTHICKAJIA IITHY-
pok. Korja oHa notsiHys1a ero, miejakoBasi 3aHaBeCKa OTO/IBUHY-
JIach Ha CBOMX KOJIbIAX; MOJ Heto OblT mopTpeT. OH n300pakat
MOJIOIYIO *KEHIIUHY C YJIBIOAIOITMMCS JTUIOM. Y Hee ObLTH CBET-
JIble BOJIOCHI, TIEpeBsSI3aHHbIE CUHEU JICHTOW, M CMEIOIITUECS], Uy/I-
HBIE I71a3a, TOUb-B-TOYb KakK IeuasbHble I71a3a KonuHa, araro-
BO-Cepble, Ka3aBIlKecs BJIBOe OOJIbIlie, YeM OBbLIM Ha CaMOM JIe-
Jie, 6arofapsi IJIMHHBIM Y€PHBIM PECHUIIAM.



— 9T0 MOsI MaTh, — XaI00HO ckazas KonmuH. — 51 He nmoHunmaro,
noyemy oHa ymepia. Horna 51 ee HeHaBUKY 3a 3TO!

— 9T0 cTpaHHO! — YOMOpHO cKazajia Mepu.

— Ecnu 6wl oHa ObLa k1Ba, 1 Obl He ObLT Beeraa 00JeH, — BOp-
yaJl oH. — I ;ymaro, 4To S TOrjaa TOXe MOT Obl XWTh... VI Mol
OTell Mor OBl IVISIIETh HA MEHS. .. Uy MeHsI Obli1a OBl IpsiMast CIiu-
Ha... 3aJepHU 3aHaBECKY !

Mepu UCTIONTHWIIA €T0 XKeTaHUe W CHOBA yCeNlach Ha CTYJL.

— 3aueM 3aHaBecKa 3aJepHyTa? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

OH 0€eCIIOKOIHO 3aIBUraJICs.

—IT0 5 UM MpUKa3ai TaK... MIHorma. .. s He JIoOII0 BUJIETh. . .
KaK OHa Ha MeHs cMoTpuT. OHa CIIMIIKOM MHOTO YJbiOaeTcs, a
s1 OOJIBHOM H... *KajnKkui. Ml moToM. .. Be/ib OHAa MOsI, M HE XOUY,
YTOOBI BCE €€ BUAEIIN. . .

Heckonbko cekyH[1 B KOMHATe I[Iapujio MOTYaHue; motomM Me-
p¥ 3aroBOpuUJIA.

— Yto O crienana Muccuc MeuioK, eciii Obl y3Haula, 4To st
31ech OblIa? — CIPOCHIIA OHA.

— OHa czenana Obl, 4TO 51 IPUKaXy, — OTBETHJI OH. — A 51 CKa-
3aJ1 OBl €M, 4TO s XOUY, YTOOBI THI CIO/Ia XOAWJIa U pa3roBaprBasia
CO MHOM. .. KaX/Ibli IeHb. S paj, 4To T MpuIiuia croaa!

— W s Toxe! 5 6yny nmprxoguTh 4acTo, TOJIBKO. .. — OHA Hepe-
IIMTEILHO OCTAHOBUJIACh, — MHE Be/Ib HAJI0 Oy/IeT KaxX /bl IeHb
UCKaTh KAJIUTKY... 9TOTO caja.

— O, ;1a, Tl JOJKHA. .. a IOTOM Thl MHE BCE PAacCKaXkellb!

OH HECKOJIbKO MUHYT JieXKajl, TOYHO OOTyMBIBasi YTO-TO, HO



MIOTOM OIISITh 3aTOBOPUIL

— 51 nymato, uTo THI TOXE OyJIelb TaiiHa, — cKa3al oH. — 1 um
HUYETO He CKaXy, TOKa CaMU He Y3HAIoT. §I Bcerja Mory BbICTIaTh
CHJIEJIKY U3 KOMHATBI U CKa3aTh €M1, 4TO 51 XOUy OCTAaThCsI OIMH. . .
Tbl 3Haemb Mapry?

— O, ga, xopowo 3Ha0! OHa yxaKuBaeT 3a MHOM !

OH KMBKOM TOJIOBH yKa3aJl Ha ABEPh B KOPUAOP.

— OmHa criut Tam, B apyroil komHare. Cujiesika Buepa yiia
HOYeBaTh K CBOEH CECTpe, a KOIja OHa yXOIWT, OHa BCerja 3a-
craBisier Mapry yxaxxuBarb 32 MHOU. Mapra Tebe CKaxeT, Korjia
MIPUITH CIOJA.

Mepu nosiia, noueMy y Maptsl ObLT TAKOM CMYIIIEHHBIH BUL,
KOTJIa OHA CIPOCHIIA Y Hee, KTO TUIaKaJl.

— 3Haunt, Mapra 3Hasna Bce. .. Ipo Teds1? — CpocuiIa OHa.

— Jla, oHa yacto yxakuBaeT 3a MHOU. CHjieTka JTIOOUT YXOIUTh
OT MEHsI, ¥ Toraa Mapra npuxoauT.

— 4 TyT mpoObuIa ovYeHs oMo, — ckazaia Mepu. — Yiltu Te-
nepb? Y TeOs 11a3a COHHBIE.

— 51 GBI XOTEJ YCHYTh, TIPEXK/IE YeM Thl YHJIEIIb, — POOKO CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

— 3akpoi maza, — ckazaja Mepu, NpUIBUHYB CBOM CTYJI MO-
Ommke, — 1 51 CIIesaio To, UTo, ObIBAJIO, Jes1ata Mos aiid B MHaum.
41 Gyny rimaguTh TBOIO PYKY M CIIOIO TeOe YTO-HUOY/Ib COBCEM TH-
XOHBKO!

— 310 OBUIO OBI, MOXKATYH, XOPOIIIO, — CKAa3aJI OH IOJTYCOHHBIM
T'OJIOCOM.



[Mouemy-To Mepu ObuTO OYeHb kaib ero. Eil He XoTenocs,
9TOOBI OH JIeXKaJ, He 3achilasi, U, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K TOCTEIH,
OHa CTaJjla MOMVIAXUBaTh €ro0 PyKy, TUXO HareBasi MOHOTOHHYIO
MHYCCKYIO TIECEHKY.

— 3T0 XOPOIIIO, — CKa3aJl OH e1rle Ooiee COHHbIM roiocoM. OHa
MPOAOJIKANA NIETh U IJIAUTh €r0 PyKy, HO KOrJa B3IVIsIHY/IA Ha
HEro, TO yBUJIEJA, YTO €ro YepHble PECHUIIBI OMYIIEHBI U IJ1a3a
3akpbIThl. OH Kpenko cnaji. OHa TUXO BCTajla, B3sJla CBOIO CBEY-
Ky ¥ OECIIIyMHO BBIIILJIA U3 KOMHATHI.



I'naBa XIV

Korna HacTynumo yTpo, crenb Oblia CKpbiTa B TYMaHe U JOX/Ib
He nepectaBaj JuTb. O TOM, YTOOBI BBIATU, HE MOIJIO OBITH U
peun. Mapra Oblla Tak 3aHsATa, YT0 Mepu HUKaK He yIaBaJloCh
MIOTOBOPUTH C HElo, HO TIoclie 00e/ia OHA MOMPOCHIA €€ TIPUITH
K Hell B JIETCKYIO TIOCHIeTh. MapTa npwuiiuia, 3aXBaTuB ¢ cOOOM
YyJIOK, KOTOPBIN BCeraa BsA3asa, Korjaa ei 0oblie Heuero OblIo
JeNath.

— Y0 ¢ TOOOI Takoe? — CIIpocuia OHa, KaK TOJIbKO OHHU yce-
JIMCh. — Y TeOs TaKOW BUJI, KaK OY/ITO Tl XOUEIllb YTO-TO PaccKa-
3aTh!

— Xouy. 51 y3Hasa, 4to 310 OBLT 32 TUIa4! — ckazana Mepu.

Mapra ypoHusa BSI3aHbE Ha KOJIEHU U CMOTPEJA Ha HEE UCITY-
TaHHBIMU TJIA3AMH.

— Her! — BockiimkHyna ona. — Hukorja.

— 41 ycablmana rjiad Houblo, — pojaoskaia Mepu, — s Bcrana
¥ TIOIIA TIOCMOTPETh, OTKY/IA OH CIBIIUTCS. 10 ObUT Konmuh. 4
€ro OTBhICKAJIA.

JIno Maprtsl ¢ ucnyry gaxe noKpacHeso.

— O! Mucc Mepu! — cka3zajia oOHa, TOYTH IU1a4a. — TOro He
CIIENOBAJIO AeNarh... He ciiegosaino! Tel MeHa noBenels qo oOe-
1pl. $1 Tebe HUKOTja HUYero He paccKas3biBasia Ipo Hero, a Ternepb
Oena Oymet... S morepsio mecto... M uro Torma Oyaer Aenarh
MaTh?



— Tsl HEe noTepsienb MecTa, — Bo3pasuia Mepu. — OH ObLT paj,
41O A npunwia. Mel roopuin 1 ropopwiii. OH cKasall, 4To paj,
YTO A MPUILLIA.

—Pan? — BockimkHyna Mapra. — [IpaBga? Twl He 3Haellb, Ka-
KOU OH OBIBAeT, KOrjaa eMy 4ro-HUOyab He 1o BKycy. OH ciuii-
KOM BEJIMK, YTOOBI IJIaKaTh, KaK MJIaJeHell, HO KOT/ia OH paccep-
’KeH, OH BOIIUT TOJIbKO YTOOBI Harmyrath Hac. OH 3HaeT, YTO MbI
MUKHYTb HE CMEEM.

— OH He OblT cepauT, — ckazana Mepu. — 4 ero crpocuna,
YWUTHU JI1 MHE, HO OH BeJjiesl MHe ocTtarbcs. IlotoM oH cran 3aaa-
BaTh MHE BOMPOCH], U 5 yceslach Ha OONbIon TabypeT U craia
pacckasbiBaTh eMy npo MHauio, mpo cajipl, Ipo MaJIMHOBKY. OH
He XOTeJ OTIycKaTh MeHs. [IoToM OH noka3asl MHe OPTPET CBO-
eif Matepr. A Mpex/e YeM yWTH, 51 yOaloKasa ero... mecHem!

Mapra Tak 1 axHyna OT U3yMJIEHUS.

— 41 He mory Tebe nmoBepuTh! — 3asBUIA OHA. — Beap 31O Bee
PaBHO YTO BOWTH MPSIMO B JibBUHOE JioroBuiie! Eci 661 OH ObLI
TAaKOH, KaK BCerga, OH Obl B30ECWIICS U ITOOHSUI BeCh AOM. Benpb
OH He IMO3BOJISIET UyKUM Jake MOCMOTpPeTh Ha ceds!

— A mHe no3sonui! f Bce BpeMs Iisiiesia Ha Hero, a OH Ha
MeHst!

— He 3na1o0, uto m penmarb! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA BCTPEBOXEHHAS
Mapra. — Eciim Muccrc Menyiok y3Haet 06 3TOM, OHa IOyMaer,
YTO 51 HE TIOCITyIIaiach ee MpUKa3aHui U pacckaszana tede Bce, U
TOr4a MEHsI OTOILTIOT Ha3aj K MaTepu.

— OH 1MoKa HIYEro He pacCKakeT Mpo TeOs Muccuc Meiok.



Ito cHavana OyneT Kak OyATo TaiiHa, — TBep/IO cKa3zana Mepu. —
W oH roBOpUT, YTO BCE JIOJIKHBI A€JIaTh, KAK €My YTOAHO!

— 9r10-10 npaBaa! CkBepHbIY MajbuunIIKa! — B310XxHYJ1a Map-
Ta, OTUPAst JI0O MEePeTHUKOM.

— OH roBopurt, uto Muccuc Meajok Toxe aoaxHa. 1 oH xo-
9eT, YTOOBI 51 MPUXOAWIA K HEMY KaXIbIi IeHb; ThI JOIDKHA OY-
Jellb Tiepe/iaBaTh MHe, Korja s eMy Oydy HyKHa.

— d! — BockmkHyaa Mapra. — f noTepsiio MecTo, HaBepHsKa
norepsio!

— DTOro He CIyYUTCs, €CJM Thl OyHellb JesaTh, YTO OH 3a-
XOUeT, a BCEM BeJIb MTPUKA3aHO MOBUHOBATHCS eMy, — yoexiaa
Mepu.

— Jla Hey:xenu OH ObUI JTACKOB € TOOO# | — BocKIMKHYIa MapTa,
HIMPOKO PACKPHIB IJ1a3a.

— 4 nymaio, 4to s eMy MoHpaBUIach, — oTBeTHIAa Mepu.

— Hy, TaK Tbl, 1073KHO ObITh, OKOJIIOBAJIA €r0, — periia Map-
Ta, TJIyOOKO B3/IOXHYB.

— ToI gymaerpb, 4to 310 BOMMEOCTBO? — cripocuia Mepu. —
1 cipiiaa mpo Boyme0cTBo B IHAMM, HO 51 HE YMEI0 3TOrO Jie-
Jath. S mpocTo BolIa K HEMY B KOMHATY U TaK YIMBUJIACh, KO-
ra yBUJIENA €ro, 4YTO OCTaaach Ha MECTE U BCe IJIsiesia Ha Hero.
A 1OTOM OH OOEpHYJICS M CTAN IISIIeTh Ha MeHst. OH JiyMaJt, uTo
s IPU3PaK UJIM COH, a 5 9TO ke Tymasa mpo Hero... M Bce 310
ObLJIO TaK CTPAHHO, YTO Mbl ObLITM OJJHU, CPEIM HOUHU, U JIaKe He
3HAJIM JIPYT O Apyre, Mbl U HA4aJM 334aBaTh APYT IPYry BOIPO-
CHI... A TIOTOM, KOT/Ia 5 CIIPOCHJIA, XOUeT JI OH, YTOOBI 51 YIILIa,



OH CKa3all, uTo HeT.

— BuaHo, KOHell cBeTa HaCTyIaeT, — B3/1I0XHyJ1a Mapra.

— Ja urto ¢ HuM Takoe? — cripocuia Mepu.

— Hukro He 3Haer HaBepHOe, — oTBeTWiIa Mapra. — Koraa oH
ponuics, muctep KpaBen TouHo nomemancs. Jlokropa gymaiiu,
9TO €ro HaJio Oy/IEeT OTIPABUTH B... CyMACIIEIIN IOM. .. U BCE
notomy, uto muccuc Kpasen ymepna... d yxe tebe ropopuia.
OH HU 3a YTO He XOTeJ NOMIAAETh Ha MiiajeHna. OH Bce Kpuyall,
YTO OH BBIPACTET rOpOATHIM, KaK OH CaM, M UTO eMY JIyullle yMe-
peTh. ..



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.



https://www.litres.ru/frensis-bernett/tainstvennyy-sad-22680400/
https://www.litres.ru/frensis-bernett/tainstvennyy-sad-22680400/

	Таинственный сад
	Глава I
	Глава II
	Глава III
	Глава IV
	Глава V
	Глава VI
	Глава VII
	Глава VIII
	Глава IX
	Глава X
	Глава XI
	Глава XII
	Глава XIII
	Глава XIV

	Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.

