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Makcum I'opbkui
Bapenbka OaecoBa

I

...Uepe3 HECKOJIBbKO AHEW IMOCJe Ha3HAYEHUs PUBAT-JOLEHTOM B OIMH U3 MPOBUHIMAIBHBIX
yauBepcuteroB Mnmnonmut Cepreeuu IlonkaHoB nony4mi1 TeJerpaMMmy OT CECTPbl U3 €€ UMEHUS B
JAJIEKOM JIECHOM Yye3/e, Ha Bonre.

TenerpamMma KpaTko cooOraa:

«Myx ymep, paau 60ora HeMeIJIeHHO Mpre3xkai momodb MHe. EnmsaBerar.

STOT TPEBOXKHBIN MPU3BIB HENMPUATHO B3BOIHOBA Mnnonuta CepreeBuya, Hapylilas ero Hame-
penus u HacTpoeHue. OH yXe pelu yexaTh Ha JIETO B IEPEBHIO K OTHOMY U3 TOBapUINel U padoTaTh
Tam, 4TOOBI C YECTHIO IMPUTOTOBUTLCA K JICKLIHUAM, a TCIICPb HY)KHO €XaTh 3d ThICAYY C JIMIIKOM BépCT
ot [lerepOypra u oT MecTa Ha3HAUEHHUsI, YTOO yTelaTh KEHIIMHY, TIOTEPSIBIIYIO MYXa, C KOTOPBIM,
Cys 1O €€ JKe MUCbMaM, €i KUJIOCh HE CIIaIKO.

[Tocnennuil pa3 oH BUIEN CECTPy rofa YeThipe TOMY Ha3all, MepenuChBAICA C HEI0 PEAKo,
MEXKIY HUMH JAaBHO YX€ YCTAHOBUJIMCb T€ YUCTO (bOpMaJILHbIe OTHOIIEHHW A, KOTOPLIE TaK OOBIYHEI
MEXKIY AByMs POICTBEHHUKAMU, pa3T)eIH/IHéHHI)IMI/I PaCCTOAHUEM U HECXOACTBOM KU3HCHHLIX MHTEC-
pEcoB.

Tenerpamma BI3BajIa y HEr0 BOCIOMUHAHUE O MYXKe CECTPhL. DTO ObUT JOOPOMYIIIHBIN YeJIOBEK,
MOOUBIIUI BBIMUTH U MOKYIIATh. JIMIIO Yy HETrO KPyIioe, MOKPHITOE CEThI0 KPACHBIX JKHJIOK, IJTa3KH
BecEJble, MAJICHbKHE; OH TUTyTOBATO TIPUIILY PUBAJT JIEBBIH U, CTAIKO YJIBIOAsICh, TIeJT Ha CKBEpHEHIIeM
(ppanIty3cKOM SI3BIKE:

Regardez par ci, regardez par la...!

Nnmomuty CepreeBudy ObLTO KaK-TO HEJTIOBKO BEPHUTH, YTO STOT BECENbIIA MAJIBIN yMep, TOTOMY
YTO JIOJY MOILIbIe OOBIKHOBEHHO JIOJITO KHBYT.

CecTpa OTHOCHIIACH K CITA0OCTSIM TOTO YeJIOBEKa C MOMYPE3PUTETbHBIM CHUCXOXKICHUEM; KaK
’KEHIIIMHA HeTJIyTasi, OHa TIOHUMAJIa, YTO «B KAMEHb CTPEJISITh — TOJILKO CTPeJTbl TepATh». Enpa nu e
CUJIBHO OTOpYMJIa CMEPTh MYyKa.

Ho otkazats eii B mpochOe Obu1o Ob HeyToOHO. PaboTaTh MOXHO U y He€ He Xyke, 4eM Tie-
HUOYb. . .

Nnmomt CepreeBud pemnt exarb, U HeJeIu Yepe3 JIBe, TETUTHIM UIOHbCKIM BEYepPOM, YTOM-
JIEHHBIA COPOKABEPCTHIM ITyTEIIECTBUEM Ha JIOMIAISAX OT MPUCTAHH JIO AEPEBHH, OH CHJIEI 32 CTOJIOM
MIPOTUB CECTPbI HA Teppace, BHIXOAMBIIEH B NAPK, U MK BKYCHBI Yail.

VY mepuit Teppachl MBIIIHO Pa3pOCIUCh KYCThl CHPEHH, aKalluid; KOChIe JIyYH COJIHIIA, IIPOOUBa-
SICh CKBO3b MIX JICTBY, APOXAJIU B BO3/LyXe TOHKAMH 30JI0THIMH JIEHTAMH. Y30pUarhie TeHH JIeKaIH
Ha CTOJIe, TECHO YCTaBJICHHOM JIEPEBEHCKMMHU SICTBAMU; BO3/IyX ObLT TOJIOH 3aIIaXOM JIUTIbI, CHPEHH U
BJIQ)KHOM, COTPETOH COJHIIEM 3eMJIH. B mapke myMHO 1iebeTaiy NTUIbl, HHOTAA Ha Teppacy BieTasa
mJesia Wik oca U 03a00UeHHO KyKxKana, Kpyxkach Haj ctoiioMm. Ennzasera CepreeBHa Opaja B pyKH
candeTKy 1, JOCaUIMBO Pa3MaxuBasi €lo B BO3/IyXe, U3TOHSIIA IMYET U OC.

[NonkaHOB yske ycrien 3aMeTUTh, YTO CeCTpa — Kak OH M IyMas — He OCOOSHHO OropueHa cMep-
THIO MYyXa, YTO OHa CMOTPHUT Ha Hero, OpaTa, MCHBITYIONIE U, TOBOPSI C HAM, YTO-TO CKPBIBAET OT

! Cmorpurte 3pech, cMoTpHTE Tam. .. — Peg.
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Hero. OH OXUJANT YBUICTh €€ HePBHOM, OeIHOM, yTOMIEHHOU. Ho Tereps, I Ha e€ oBajbHOE
JIMIIO, TIOKPBITOE 3/I0POBBIM 3arapoM, CIIOKOMHOE, YBEPEHHOE U O)KUBJIEHHOE YMHBIM OJIECKOM CBET-
JIBIX T71a3, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MPHUSATHO OMIMOCS, U, CJIe/isl 3a €€ peyaMu, CTapajcs MOACTyIIaTh 1
MOHATh B HUX TO, O YEM OHA MOJTJaa.

— 41 OblTa MOATOTOBJIEHA K TOMY, — TOBOPHJIA OHA CIIOKOWHBIM KOHTPAJIBTO, U €€ TOJI0C Kpa-
CHBO BUOPHPOBAJT HA BEPXHUX HOTax. — [locie BTOPOro yaapa OH MOYTH KaX/blid IEHb KaJIoBaJIcs Ha
KOJIOTBbSI B cep/lie, iepedou, OeCCOHHUILY... [ OBOpAT, OH TaM OYeHb BOJIHOBAJICS, KpPUYAJI... HaKa-
HYHE OH e3u B roctd K ONecoBy — TYT €CTh OIMH MOMEIIUK, TOJIKOBHUK B OTCTAaBKE, MbsSHUIIA
Y IIMHUK, pa3ouThiil ogarpoi. Kcratu, y Hero ectb 104b, — BOT COKpoBuile, s Tede ckaxy!.. Tol
MO3HAKOMMIIILCSI C HEH. . .

— Ecmm Henb3s m3bexars s1oro, — BeraBul Wnmonut CepreeBuy, ¢ yIbIOKOW B3IJISIHYB Ha
cecTpy.

— Henp3s! OHa vacto ObIBaeT 311ech, a Tereph, KOHEUHO, OyZIeT enié yaile, — OTBETHIIA OHA eMY
YIIBIOKOM XKe.

— Wier xxenuxa? f He roxych 151 TOU posu.

Cecrpa npUCTATLHO MOCMOTPEJIa B €r0 JIUIO, OBAJIBHOE, Xy/I0€, C OCTPOM YEpHON OOPOIKON U
BBICOKHMM O€JIbIM JIOOM.

— IMouemy ke He roguIbesa? 51, KOHEYHO, TOBOPIO BOOOIIIE, Oe3 MbICc/u 00 310l ONIeCOBOM — ThI
MONMEIIb TIOUeMy, KOTJa YBUAMIIIb €€ — HO Bellb Tl {yMaelllb ke O )KeHUThOe?..

— [Noka em€ HeT, — KpaTKO OTBETUJI OH, TIOJIHSIB OT CTAaKaHa CBOM IJ1a3a, CBETJIO-CEPhIE C CYXUM
OecKoM.

— Ha, — 3axymunBo ckazana EnmsaBera CepreeBHa, — B TPUALIATH JIET JIeNaTh STOT IIAr JUIs
MYKYUHBI U TIO3HO U PaHo. ..

Emy HpaBmioch, 4TO OHA TepecTajia TOBOPUTh O CMEPTH MYyXa, HO — 3a4eM e, OIHAKO, OHA
TaK IyTJIMBO MO3BaJia ero K cede?

— HyXHO JKeHUTbCS B IBAALIATH JIET WJIK B COPOK, — 3alyMYMBO TOBOPHJIA OHA, — TAaK MEHBbIIIE
pricka OOMaHyThCSI cCaMOMY ¥ OOMaHyTh JIPYTOro YeIOBeKa. .. a €CJIM U OOMaHelllb, TO B IEPBOM CITy-
Yae TUIATUIIb €My 32 3TO CBEKECTbIO CBOETO UyBCTBA, BO BTOPOM JK€... XOTs1 Obl BHELITHUM TOJIOKE-
HHEM, KOTOpOe TIOUTH BCErja COIUIHO Y MYKUHUHBI B COPOK JIET.

Emy kazanock, 4To OHa TOBOPUT 3TO OoMblIe it cedsl, YeM ISl Hero, OH MOJTYall, OTKUHYB-
IIKUCh B KPECJIO, TIIyOOKO BABIXast APOMATHBIN BO3/IYX.

—Tak s roBopuIia — HakaHyHe oH ObuT y OJiecoBa 1, KOHEYHO, vl TaM. Hy u BoT. .. — EnnzaBera
CepreeBHa neyasibHO TPSIXHYJIA TOIOBOM. — Tereps s1... ocTaiach OfHa. .. XOTS s yKe C TPEThero rofa
KU3HU C HUM TOYYBCTBOBaJIa ceOsi BHYTPEHHO OAMHOKOW. Ho Teneph Takoe cTpaHHOe MosioxeHue!
MeHe 1BajliaTh BOCEMb JIET, 51 HE JKUJIa, & COCTOSUIA TIPH MYKe U JIETSX. .. JeTH yMEPIH.

Uro s Teneps? UTo MHE enaTh U Kak kuTh? S mpomana Okl 3TO UMEHMe U TIoeXasia 3a TPaHuILy,
HO ero Opar mpeTeH/IyeT Ha HacJIeICTBO, BO3MOXKEH Ipoliecc. S He Xouy yCTynaTh CBOero 0e3 3aKOH-
HBIX K TOMY OCHOBAaHUM M HE BUKY MX B IIpeTeH3un ero opara. Kak Tel 00 3TOM Aymaerns?

— Thl 3Haemb, g He pUCT, — yeMexHyicsa Unnomur CepreeBud. — Ho Thl pacckaxu MHE BCE
3TO. .. IOCMOTPUM. DTOT Opar — OH nucai Tede?

— Ha... 1 1oBosbHO rpy00. OH — KyHp, pa30PEHHBIIA, CHIIBHO OMYCTUBIIHMIACS. .. MYX HE JIOOMIT
€ro, XOTA B HUX MHOI'O OOILIETO.

— [ocmotpum! — ckazan Unmonut CepreeBud U JOBOJIBHO MOTEP pyKU. EMy ObLIO IPUSATHO
y3HaTh, 3a4€M OH HYKEH CEeCTpe, — OH He JIIOOMJI HUYero HesiCHOro U HeorpeaeneéHnoro. OH 3a60-
THJICS TIPESK/IE BCETO O COXPAaHEHNH BHYTPEHHETO PaBHOBECH S, U, €CJIM HEUTO HEesICHOE HapyIIajio 3TO
paBHOBecHe, — B AyIlIe ero MOAHUMAJIOCh CMYTHOE OECTIOKOMCTBO U pas3ipakeHue, TPEBOKHO MOOYK-
JaBIIIee ero MocKopee OOBSCHUTD TO HETIOHSATHOE, YJIOKUTh €r0 B PAMKH CBOETO MUPOTIOHUMAHUSI.
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— I'oBOps1 OTKPOBEHHO, — TUXO U HE TIsAs Ha Opara oObsicHiia Ennzasera CepreeBHa, — MEHs
UCIIyTaJia 3Ta Heslenas npereHsus. § Tak yromsieHa, Inonur, Tak Xouy OTHOXHYTb, & TYT OISATh YTO-
TO HAYMHAETCSI.

OHa Ts:K€J10 B3J0XHYJIA U, B35IB €I0 CTaKaH, POJO0JKaJla YHBUIBIM I'0JI0COM, HETIPUSATHO LIEKO-
TaBIIMM HEpBHI e€ Opara:

— Bocemb JieT KU3HU C TAKUM Y€JIOBEKOM, KaK MOKOWHBIM MY:K, MHE KaXeTcCsl, Ial0T MPaBo Ha
oTapIX. Jlpyrasg Ha MOEM MecTe — jKeHIIMHA C MEHee Pa3BUTHIM YYBCTBOM J0JITa U MOPSAOYHOCTU —
IaBHO Obl TIOpBaJIa 3Ty TSIKEMYIO 1IEeTIhb, a 51 Heclia e€, XOTs M3HEeMOorasa 1oj e€ TSKeCTbio. A CMepTh
aetent. .. ax, nmonut, ecim Obl TH 3HAJI, YTO 1 IEPEKUBANIA, Tepsis ux!

OH cMOTpeJ B JIMIIO €1 C BRIPAKEeHUEM COUYBCTBUS, HO €€ KaloObl He Tporaiu ero aymu. Emy
HE HpPaBWICS €€ SA3bIK, KAKON-TO KHIKHBIM, HECBOMCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEKY, TITyOOKO YyBCTBYIOIIEMY, a
CBETJIbIE T1a3a €€ CTPaHHO Oerajy U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, PEAKO OCTAHABJIMBASICH HAa YEM-JTHOO.

Kectbl y He€ ObLTM MSTKHE, OCTOPOXHBIE, M OT BCE €€ CTPONHOM (PUTYphI BESIO BHYTPEHHUM
XOJIOJIOM.

Ha nepua Teppacel cena kakasi-To Becesasi ITUYKa, MoIpbiraja 1o HUM U yropxHynia. bpat u
cecTpa, IPOBOIUB €€ I1a3aMU, HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]] MOJIYaJIH.

— BriBaer y Te0s1 kT0-HMOYAB? YnTaenib Thi? — CIIPOCHIT Opar, 3aKypuBasi Marupocy 1 gymMasi o
TOM, KaK XOpOIIIO ObLJIO OBl B 3TOT CJIaBHBIA TUXUN BeYep MOTYATh, CHJIs B TIOKOWHOM Kpecye TyT Ha
Teppace, ciylast TUXUH IEeJECT JIUCTBBL U 0KUAAsl HOUb, KOTOPasi MPUAET, OTACUT 3BYKHU U 3aKKET
3BE3/IBL.

— briBaer Bapenbka, morom uspenka 3ae3xaer banapuesa... nomaub e€? Jliogmuna Bacu-
JIbEBHA... OHA TOXE TUIOXO XKMBET CO CBOMM CYIPYIOM... HO OHa yMeeT He OOmkKarth ceds. Y Myxa
MHOTO OBIBJIO MYKUUH, HO UHTEPECHBIX — HU ofHOrO! TT0N0XUTEIbHO, HE C KEM CJIOBOM TEepeKu-
HYTBCS. .. XO3SIIICTBO, OXOTA, 3¢MCKHE APS3TH, CIVIETHU — BOT U BCE, O YEM OHU IOBOPST. ..

Bnpouem, o ecTb... KaHauAAT Ha CcyneOHbIe JOKHOCTH BeHKOBCKHMIA. .. MOJIOION U OYEHb
oOpasoBanubiid. Tl momHMITL berkoBekux? [Momoxau! Kaxercs, ener.

— Kro eger, ator benkoBckuii? — cnpocun Unmonut CepreeBuy.

Ero Bonpoc nouemy-To paccMeIui cecTpy; CMesiCh, OHa BCTaJla CO CTYyJla M CKa3ajla KaKUM-
TO HOBBIM I'0OJIOCOM:

— Bapenbka!

- Al

— ITocMOTpuM, UYTO THI O HEW CKaXelllb. .. 31ech OHa Bcex nodeqmia. Ho kakoi ke 1o ypos ¢
JOYXOBHOM CTOpPOHBI! A BIIpOYEM — BOT CaM YBUMILIb !

— He xoten 6b1, — paBHOAYIITHO 3a5BUJI OH, MOTSTUBASICh B CBOEM Kpecie.

— 41 ceituac BepHych, — ckazana Ennsasera CepreeBHa, yXons U3 KOMHATHI.

— A ona 6e3 Te0s sBUTCA, — odecriokousics oH. — He yxoau, moxaiyiicra, Jiydiie s yumy!

— Jla s cefiuac xe! — KpUKHYyJIa emy cecTpa U3 KOMHar.

OH nomopIuIIcs U OCTajics B CBOEM Kpeciie, IisAs B napk. OTKyna-To JOHOCUJICS OBICTPBIH
TOIOT JIOIIAIX U IIOPOX KOJIEC O 3EMJIIO.

Iepen rmazamu TosikaHoBa CTOSAM PsIBI CTAPbIX KOPSIBBIX JIMI, OKYTaHHbIE CYMPAKOM Beuepa.
VX BeTBM meperuienuch Apyr ¢ ApyroM, oOpa3oBajid BBEpPXY I'YCTOW HaBeC Maxyuel 3eleHH, U BCe
OHH, JPSIXJIbIE OT BPEMEHH, C MIOTPECKABILENCS KOPOH, C OOJIOMaHHBIMH CYUbsIMU, KA3aJIUCh KUBOU
Y IPY’KHOUM CeMbEN CYIIECTB, TECHO CIUIOUEHHBIX CTpeMJIeHHeM BBepx K cBeTy. Ho kopa ux cTBoJIOB
OblLJ1a CILJIONIb ITOK PBITA XKENTHIM HAJIETOM IJIECEHH, Y KOPHEH I'yCTO pa3poccst MOJIOASATHUK, U OT 3TOTO
Ha CTapbIX MOIIHBIX JAEPEBbSIX ObLJIO MHOTO 3aCOXIIIMX BETBEH, BUCEBIINX B BO3/yXe O€3)KU3HEHHBIMU
CKeJIeTaMMU.

Nnnonut CepreeBry cMOTpes Ha HUX M YyBCTBOBAJ XKeJIaHUE YCHYTh TYT B Kpeciie, MOJL AbIXa-
HUEM CTaporo napka.
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Mex 1y CTBOJIOB M BETBEW MPOCBEUMBAIN OArpoBbIE MSTHA TOPU30OHTA, U HA €ro sIpKoM (poHe
JepeBbsl Ka3aiuch emié Oosee MpauyHbIMU, UCTOHIEHHBIMU. [lo aytee, yxomuBIIel OT Teppachl B
CYMpauHYIO JJaJIb, MEJJICHHO JIBUTAJIUCH TYCThIe TeHU, U C KQXKIO0M MUHYTON pOCiia THIIMHA, HaBeBasl
Kakue-To cMyTHbIe (paHTa3uu. BooOpakeHue, moagaBasich 4apam Beuepa, prucoBasio U3 TEHEeW CHITyST
OJIHOM 3HAKOMOM KEHILUHbI ¥ €70 CAMOTO0 psI0M ¢ Hell. OHM MoJT4a 11UTM BJIOJb I10 aJulee TyJa, BaJb,
OHa MPWKUMAJIACh K HEMY, U OH YyBCTBOBAJI TEIIOTY €€ Tea.

— 3npaBcTByiiTe! — pasfascs rycroil rpyaHod rojgoc. OH BCKOYMJI Ha HOTUM U OLJISIHYJICS,
HEMHOTO CMYIIEHHBIHA. [Ipe HUM CTosiIa IEBYIIIKA CPEHEro poCcTa B CEPOM IUIaThe, Ha TOJIOBE Y Heé
ObLIIO HAKMHYTO YTO-TO OeJioe U BO3AYIITHOE, Kak (paTta HEBECTHI, — ITO BCE, YTO OH 3aMETUJT B IIEPBOE
MTHOBEHHE.

Omna npoTsirMBasia eMy pyKy, CIIpaliBasi:

— Nnnonur Cepreesuy, ga? Onecosa... 1 yxe 3Hasa, 4YTO Bbl IPUEJETE CETO/HS, U SIBUJIAChH
MOCMOTpETh, Kakoi Bbl. HUKoOrIa He BUgana yu€éHbIX H... HEe 3Haja, YTO OHU MOTYT OBITh TaKue.

Ero pyky Kpemnko noxumaia CHIbHasl ¥ ropsiyasi MajieHbKasi pydka, a OH, HEMHOTO pacTepsiB-
IIKCh TIO]] STUM HATUCKOM, MOJTUa KJIAHSJICS ei, cepauyics Ha ceOsi 3a CBOE CMYILIEHHE U TyMaJl, uTo,
KOTJa OH B3IVISIHET €M B JIMIIO, TO HA HEM YBUAUT OTKPOBEHHOE U Ipy00Oe KOKETCTBO.

Ho, B3m1s1HYB, OH yBUIQJ1 OOJbIIKE, TEMHBIE 71433, OHU MTPOCTOLYIITHO U JIACKOBO YJIBIOQTUCH,
ocBemas kpacupoe juio. Mnmonut CepreeBrd BCIIOMHIJI, YTO TaKOE ke JIUIO, TOPIOe 3710pPOBOM
KPacoTOM, OH BUJIEJT HA OAHOM CTapOW UTAJIbsTHCKOM KapTuHe. Takou ke MaJleHbKUI POT C MBIIITHBIMU
ryOKamH, Tako# ke JI00, BBITYKJIbIA ¥ BHICOKUM, ¥ OTPOMHBIE TJ1a3a MOl HAM.

— Ilo3BosbTe. .. 1 CKaKy, 9TOO Ay OTHS. .. TIOKAITYNCTa, CAIUTECh, — TIOMTPOCKJI OH €.

— Jla BBI He OECIIOKOWTECH, 51 Be/Ib 3/1€Ch KakK JIOMa, — CKa3zajla OHa, CaJsiCh B €r0 KpeclIo.

OH cTos11 y CTONIA ¥ MOJTYa CMOTpeJT Ha He€, 3Hasl, YTO 3TO HEJIOBKO U UTO €My HYKHO TOBOPUTD.
Ho ona, He cMymasch moj ero mpucTaabHBIM B3IJISI0M, cCama CIIpallMBaa ero, Kak OH J0exal, Hpa-
BUTCS JI €My JIEPEBHSI, JJOJITO JIK OH TYT MPOXUBET; OH OTHOCIIOKHO OTBEYAJ €, TOUHO OTJTYIIEHHBIH
yZIapOM; YM €ro, BCer/a siCHbIi, Terepb CMYTHJICS TIEPE/I CUIION BHE3AIMHO U XaOTHYECKH B3BOJTHOBAH-
HBIX YyBCTB. Bocxuinienue npen Heit 60posock ¢ pasapaxkeHreM Ha ceOsl U JII0OOMBITCTBO — C YEM-TO
Onmu3KkUM K 0osi3HU. LIBeTyimas 310poBbeM AEBYIIKA CHesa IPOTHUB HEro, OTKMHYBIIKCH HA CIIMHKY
KpecJa, TUIOTHO OOTsIHYTasi MaTepuel KOCTIOMa, MO3BOJISIBIIETO BUIETh MBIIIHbIE (DOPMBI €€ TIIed 1
IPYIM, ¥ 3BYYHBIM T'OJIOCOM, TOJHBIM BJIACTHBIX HOT, TOBOPHWJIA €My MYCTSIKM, OOBIYHBIE MTPU TIEPBOM
BCTpeue He3HAKOMBIX Jnofed. E€ TEMHO-KalTaHOBbIE BOJIOCHI KPACUBO BHIIUCH, OPOBU OBUTH TEMHEE
BoJioc. Ha cmyrioi 1miee 0KoJio po30BOro, po3pavyHoro yxa Tpererana Koxa, 0OHapykuBast ObICTpoe
IBWXKEHNE KPOBU B €€ KUJlax, Ha TOOOOPO/IKE SABMISIIACH SIMKA BCSIKUH pa3, KOT/ia yJIbIOKa OTKpbIBaja
e€ Oesble MeJIkre 3yObl, M OT KaKJOW CKJIAAKU €€ TUIaThsl BEesUIO pa3ApaxkaroinmM codnazHoM. Beuio
HEUTO XUIITHOE B MEJIKMX 3y0ax, OJIECTEBIINX M3-3a COUHBIX T'y0, a e€ 103, MOJTHAsT HeMPHHY K JEHHOM
MPEJIECTH, HAOMUHAJIA O TPAlluK N30JIOBAHHBIX KOIIIEK.

[NonkaHOBY Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO OH Pa3BOMIICS: OfIHA TTOJIOBMHA €T0 CYIIECTBA MOMJIOIEHa STOI YyB-
CTBEHHOU KPacoToM M paOCKU co3epliaeT e, Ipyras MeXaHM4IeCKH OTMeUaeT COCTOsTHHE nepBoi. OH
OTBEYaJl Ha BOIIPOCHI IEBYIIIKH U CaM O YEM-TO CITpaIIBa e€, Oyy4r He B COCTOSIHUM OTOPBATh IJ1a3
oT e€ coOnasHuTeIbHON (urypbl. OH yke Ha3Bal e€ Mmpo ceOsi «POCKOIIHON CAMKOW» W BHYTPEHHE
YCMEXHYJICSI HaJl COOOM, HO 9TO HE YHUUTOXKUJIO €r0 pa3IBOCHUS.

Ha teppace nosiBuiiack ero cecrpa, roBopsi:

— Ckaxwure, kakas joBkasi! f e€ umty tam, a oHa yxe...

— 41 obornna mapkom.

— INo3HnakomMusch?

-0, na! 4 npymana, yro Unnonut CepreeBud No KpaiHel Mepe JIbICHI !

— Hanmuts Tebe yao?

— oxanyi, Hasien.
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Wnmomut CepreeBrd OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY OT HUX ¥ CTaJl y JIECTHHUIIBI, CITyCKaBIeics B mapk. OH
MIPOBEJT PYKOM MO JIMITY Y MOTOM MajIbLIaMU IO [JIa3aM, TOYHO CTUPAJI MbLIb C JIMLA U 1M1a3. Emy crano
CTBIIHO Tiepe[] cOOO0i 3a TO, YTO OH MOAJAJICS B3PbIBY UYBCTBA, CTBIJ YCTYITHII MECTO Pa3IpakeHHUI0
npoTuB JeByKy. OH Ha3BaJl Mpo ceds CIIeHY ¢ Hell Ka3alkol aTakoW Ha KeHUXa, ¥ eMy 3aX0TeJIOCh
3asiBUTH €Ml 0 ceOe Kak O YeIOBeKe, PABHOAYIITHOM K €€ BBI3BIBAIOIIEH KPacoTe.

— 41 HouyI0 y TeOst 1 3aBTpa MpoOyIy Bech JICHb. .. — TOBOPHJIA OHA €ro CecTpe.

— A xak xe Bacummii CrenaHoBuY? — yAMBIEHHO CIPOCHJIA CECTpA.

— ¥V nac roctut 1€t Jlyuniikas. .. Tol 3Haelb, narma o4eHb JIOOUT eg. ..

— W3BunHMTE MeHs, — cka3all [lokaHOB, — 51 O4eHb YTOMJIEH U MOy OTIOXHY. ..

OH MOKJIOHWICS ¥ TIOMIEN, a BCJIE/l €My pa3iaioch ON0OpHUTENbHOE BOCKIMIIaHue BapeHbku:

— Bam naBHO crieioBasio 310 caenars!

B ToHe e€ BOoCKIMIIaHUSI OH YCIIbIXaJ TOJIBbKO JOOPOAYIIHE, HO OMPEIeNUII ero Kak 3aucKHUBa-
fotiee, (pasbIlMBOe.

Jlns1 Hero ObUTa TPUTOTOBJIEHA KOMHATA, CIY)KUBINAs KaOMHETOM MyxKy cecTpbl. Cpeau Heé
CTOSUT TSDKETIBIA M HEYKJTIOKUH MUCHbMEHHBIA CTOJI, TIepeji HUM JIyOOBOE Kpecsio, y OJHOUM U3 CTEH,
MIOYTH BO BCIO JJIMHY €€, Pa3BaJIWIICS IUMPOKUI TYPELKUIA TMBaH, Y APYroil — (pucrapMoHusl U /iBa
IIKarna ¢ KHuramu. HecKosibKO MSTKHMX CTYJIbeB, KypUTEJIbHBIA CTOJMK y JUBAaHA U MIAXMATHBIA Yy
OKHA JIOTIOJTHSUT MeOJTMPOBKY KOMHATHI. [10TOTOK OBbLIT HU30K M 3aKOIMYEH, CO CTEH CMOTPEIY TEMHbIE
MsATHA KAKMX-TO KAPTUH U IPABIOP B IPYOBIX 30I0UEHBIX paMax — BCE OBLIO TSKEJI0, CTApO U U3AABAIIO
HETPUATHBIN 3arax.

Ha crorne crosiia 6ombliiast Jamma nop royOobiM KOJIAKOM, U CBET OT Heé Majiaj Ha MOl

Nnnomut CepreeBud 0OCTaHOBHJICS HA TPAHUIIE STOTO CBETJIONO KPYTa, UCTIBLITHIBAsI HEIPUSTHOE
YyBCTBO CMYTHOU TPEBOTH, IJIsi/1s1 HA OKHA KOMHATHL. VX OBUIO 1BA; 32 HUMU U CyMpaKe Beuepa puco-
BaJICh TEMHBIE CHITY3ThI iepeBbeB. OH MOAOIIEN U pacTBOPWII OKHA. Toraa KOMHaTa HaroJHWIACh
3araxoM LBETYILEH JIUIbl ¥ BMECTE C HUM BJIETEJ BECENBIN B3PbIB 3[J0POBOIO IPYAHOIO CMEXa.

Ha nuBane emy mpurotoBieHa ObUIa MOCTENTb, OHA 3aHUMAaJla HEMHOTO OOJIBIIE TMOJIOBUHBI
JMBaHA.

OH nocMoTpes Ha He€ U CTaJl pa3Bs3bIBaTh TAJICTYK, HO TIOTOM PE3KUM JBHKEHUEM TOJIKHYJI
KPECJIO K OKHY U CeJl, HAXMYPHBILKCb.

OmryieHre HeMOHATHON TPEBOTY CMYIIAJIO U pa3/paxkaio ero. YyBCTBO HEIOBOIBLCTBA COOOM
PEIKO SBJISUIOCH B HEM, HO U SIBJISISICh, HUKOIIA HE OXBAThIBAJIO €r0 CUJIbHO U HAJ0JTO — OH YMEIl
OBICTPO CIIpaBIATHCS ¢ HUM. OH OBUT yBEpEH, UTO YeJIOBEK JIOKEH MIOHMMATh CBOM SMOIMU U Pa3-
BUBATh WM YHUUTOXATh UX, U, KOT/IA PU HEM TOBOPHJIM O TAMHCTBEHHOH CIIOKHOCTH TICUXUYECKOM
’KM3HU YEJIOBEKA, OH, UPOHUYECKU YCMEXasCh, Ha3bIBAJ TaKUE CYKAECHUS «METaPUIUKOWN».

OH cripammBait ceOsi: HeyKeJld BCTpedya ¢ ITOM 3[I0POBOM M KPACUBOM JEBYIIKOW — MOIKHO
ObITh, OYEHb YyBCTBEHHOH U IJTyTIOM, — HEYKEJIM 3Ta BCTpeya MOIJIA TaK CTPAHHO TOBJIUATH Ha HEro?
W, TmarenbHO MpOCMOTPEB MOPSIIOK BIEYATIEHUI 3TOTO AHS, OH AOJDKEH ObUT OTBETUTh yTBEPIU-
TEJILHO.

Ja, 310 Tak, MOTOMY YTO OHA 3aCTaJla BPacCIlJIOX €ro M, IOTOMY UTO OH CHJIBHO YTOMJIEH ITyTe-
IIIECTBUEM M HAXOAWJICS B HETIPUBBIYHOM €My HACTPOSHUM MEUTATEIbHOCTU B MOMEHT €€ TIOSIBIICHU ST
npes HAM.

Ero Heckosibko YCIIOKOMIIO 3TO pa3MBIIILJIEHUE, U TOTYAC k€ OHA SBUJIACh IIPEJ €0 IJ1a3aMu B
CBOEM TBIIIHON KpacoTe. OH co3epliai e€, 3aKphiB IJ1a3a U HEPBO3HO BJbIXasl IbIM CBOEW MAMPOCHI,
HO, co3epliasi, KpUTUKOBAJL.

«B cymHocTH oHa, — ymMas OH, — ByJIbrapHa: CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO KPOBU M MYCKYJIOB, MaJIO Hep-
BOB. E€ HavBHOE JTUII0 HEMHTEJIUTEHTHO, a TOPIOCTh, CBEPKAIOIIAs B OTKPHITOM B3IJIsIe €€ Ty0o-
KHX TEMHBIX 17143, — 9TO TOPAOCTbH KEHIIMHBI, YOSKIAEHHOU B CBOEH KpacoTe ¥ N30aI0BaHHOM MOKJIO-
HeHueM MyxurH. CecTpa roBopuiia, 4to 3ta Bapenbka Bcex nodesxaaer. KoneuHo, oHa momnbitaercs
nodeauth 1 ero. Ho oH npuexain cioga paboTaTh, a He MIaTUTh, 1 OHA CKOPO TIONMET 3TO».
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«A He MHOTO JIY 51 AyMalo O Hel J1J1s1 IEpBOM BCTPEUM 7» — MEJIbKHYJIO Y HETO B TOJIOBE.

JIMCK JTyHBI, OTPOMHBIN, KPOBABO-KPACHBIN, TIOMHUMAJICS 32 JEPEBbsIMU MapKa; OH CMOTpEJ,
KaK 1J1a3 uynoBuia. HesicHple 3ByKU HOCHIIUCH B BO3/IyXe, OJIETasi CO CTOPOHHI JiepeBHU. [1o1 okHOM
B TpaBe MOPOU pa3IaBaics IMIOPOX: JOIKHO ObITh, KPOT WM EX IILJTK Ha OXOTY. [1e-To mes conoBeil.
WM nyHa Tak MeAJIeHHO TIOJIHUMAJIach Ha HeOO, TOYHO POKOBAsi HEOOXOAUMOCTh €€ JABVKeHUs OblTa
MOHSITHA i U yToMJIsLIa e€.

Bri6pocuB 3a okHO yracuiyio nanupocy, [lonmkaHoB BcTas, paszesncst ¥ noracui jamity. Torna
B KOMHATY U3 cajia XJIbIHYJIa ThMa, IEPeBbs MOABUHY/IMCH K OKHAM, TOUHO XeJlasi OIJISTHYTh B HUX, Ha
TIOJT JIETJTU JJBE TIOJIOCHI JIYHHOTO CBETa, CJ1ab0ro M MyTHOTO.

[TpyxuHBI AMBaHA MUCKJIMBO CKPUITHYJIM, W, OXBAYCHHBIN MPUATHON CBEKECTHIO TIOJIOTHSHOTO
6eubs, [TonkaHoOB BBITSIHYJICS U 3aMep, JiEka Ha criHe. CKOpO OH yiKe IpeMaJl U CJIBIIIAT MOl OKHOM
y ceOsl YbU-TO OCTOPOXKHBIC IIIATH ¥ TYCTOM MIEMOT:

— Ma-apps... Tol TyT?

Vip16asch, OH 3aCHYJI.

YTpoM, TPOCHYBIIUCH B SIPKOM CHUSIHUU COJTHIIA, HAITOJHSIBIIIEM KOMHATY, OH TOXe YJIbIOasics,
BCIIOMUHAA O JieByIiKe. K yaio oH sSBUJICS TIIATEIFHO OIETHIH, CyXOW U CePbE3HBIN, KaK U MoJ00asio
y4EHOMY; HO KOTJZIa OH YBUAAJ, YTO 32 CTOJIOM CUIMT OIIHA CECTpa, y HETO HEBOJILHO BHIPBAJIOCH:

—Arne xe...

JlykaBas ynpiOKa cecTpbl OCTAHOBHMIIA €T0 paHbIlie, YeM OH OKOHYHJI CBOM BOIIPOC, U OH, 3aMOJI-
yaB, cenl K croiy. EnmzaBera CepreeBHa NMOIpoOHO OCMOTpeia ero KOCTIOM, He TepecTaBasi YJIbl-
6atbes, Ero 3nmmia ata yibioka.

— OHa naBHO yke BCTajia, MBI C HEW XOOWIM KYIaThCsl, U Telepb OHAa, HABEPHOE, B MapKe U
JOJDKHA CKOPO SIBUThCS, — 00bsicHsIa Enn3aBera CepreeBHa.

— Kak b1 nonpo6Ho, — ycMexHyscst oH. — [okanyiicta, — Besm ceivac e 1mocJie Jasi pacrako-
BaTh MOU BeIlIH.

— U BbIHYTb UX?

— Her, Her, 3Toro He Ha 0. 51 cam, a To BCE mepenyTalor. .. Tam ecTb 1151 TeOs1 KOH(EThl U KHUTH.

— Cnacu6o! 910 Muso... A Bot u Bapenbka!

OHa siBIIach B IBEPSAX B JIETKOM O€JIOM TUIaThe, MBIITHBIMU CKJIQJIKAMU MaJaBIIeM C e€ Iied K
Horam. KocTiom e€ ObLT MOX0K Ha AEeTCKYIo OTy3y, M caMa OHA B HEM CMOTpesia peOEHKOM.

OCTaHOBUBIIKCH HA CEKYH[Y B JIBEPSIX, OHA CITPOCHJIA:

— PasBe BBl ) ganu MeHs? — U OeCIIyMHO, KaKk 00JIaKo, MOJOILIA K CTONY.

Nnmomut CepreeBrd MosT4a OKJIOHUIICS €1 M, TOXKKUMAast e€ pyKy, OOHaXKEHHYIO 0 JIOKTSI, OIILy-
TWJI HEKHBIA apomar (pUasioK, UICXOAUBILIMI OT HEE.

— Bot Hapymmnacek! — BocknukHya Enuzasera CepreeBHa.

— Pasge Gonbinie, yem Becerna? Bur mooute ayxu, Unmomut Cepreebuu? $1 — yxacHo! Korma
ecTh (PUAJIKH, S KQXKJ0e YTPO PBY UX U PACTUPAIO B PyKax, 3TO sl HAYYMJIACh ¢ B MPOTMMHA3MH. . .
Bawm npassaTcsa ¢puanku?

OH nw1 yail 1 He CMOTpeJT Ha He€, HO YyBCTBOBAJI €€ IJ1a3a Ha CBOEM JIMIIE.

— 4] HuKorga He qyMall Hall TeM, HPaBSITCS OHM MHE WIW HET, — MOXKaB TUIeUYaMH, CyXO cKazall
OH, HO, B3IJISIHYB Ha He€, HEBOJILHO YJIBIOHYIICS.

OTtTeHEHHOe CHEXHO-0esioi MaTepuelt e€ IIaThs, JUIO Y He€ ropesio MBIIIHBIM PyMSHIIEM,
Y TIIyOOKHE I71a3a CBEPKAJIM SICHOW PaJoCThio. 3M0POBbEM, CBEKECTHIO, OECCO3HATEBHBIM CYACThEM
Besuo oT He€. OHa OblIa XOpoIla, Kak SCHBI MalCKUI IeHb Ha ceBepe.

— He nymanmu? — BockJInkHyna oHa. — Ho Kak *e, — Be/ib Bbl OOTaHUK.

— A He 1IBeTOBO[l, — KPaTKO MOSICHWI OH Y, HEJJOBOJIBHO TIOlyMaB, YTO, TIOXKAIYH, 3TO rpyoo,
OTBEJI I71a3a CBOM B CTOPOHY OT €€ JIIIA.

— A GoTaHMKA U IIBETOBOJICTBO HE OJJHO M TO *ke? — CIPOCHIIa OHA, TTOMOJTYAB.
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Ero cecrtpa, He cTecHssCh, 3acMesiach. A OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO ITOT CMEX MOYEMY-TO KOpPO-
OUT ero, 1 C COKaJICHEM BOCKJIMKHYJT PO ceosl:

«Jla oHa rimynal»

Ho notom, nosicHsAs eii pa3HUIy Mekay OOTAHUKOW U IIBETOBOJCTBOM, OH CMSATYMJI CBOU TTPH-
rOBOp — OHA TOJIBKO HeBexk/1a. CiyIiasi ero TOJKOBYIO U CEPbEZHYIO PeUb, IEBYIIIKA CMOTPEJIa Ha HETO
I71a3aMy BHUMATEJIbHOW YYEHHULIBI, U 9TO HPaBUJIOCh EMY.

— a-a, — mpotsinysa BapeHbka, — BOT Kak 310! A 4TO, O0TaHMKA UHTEpecHas1 HayKa?

— I'm! BusuTte 511, Ha HaAyKH HY’KHO CMOTPETh C TOYKH 3pEHHsI TOU TOJIb3bl, KOTOPYIO OHU IpHU-
HOCHAT JIOIsIM, — OOBSICHIJI OH CO B3/1I0XOM. E€ Hepa3BUTOCTh ycHIMBaIa B HEM CHMITATHIO K HEH. A
OHa, 3alyMYMBO MTOCTYKMBasl JIOAKKOH 110 KPalo CBOEW YalllKH, CIIpalliBaja ero:

— Kakas e MoxeT OBbITh IT0JIb3a OT TOTO, UTO BB Y3HaeTe, KaK pacTer perei’?

— Ta e, KOTOpPYIO MbI U3BJIEKAEM, U3y4Yasl sIBJICHUsI KU3HU B KAKOM-HHOYIb OTHOM YeJIOBEKE.

— Yenosek u pereid, — yIbIOHyIach OHA. — Pa3Be ouH YesnoBek KUBET, Kak Bce?

Emy ObUIO CTpaHHO, YTO STOT HEMHTEPECHBIN Pa3roBOp HE YTOMJISIET €ro.

— PasBe 51 eM ¥ 1110 Tak ke, KaKk MYXUKHU? — CEpbE3HO, cABUTast OpOBH, MpogoIkKaia oHa. — U
pa3Be MHOTHE KUBYT TaK, KaK s1?

— A Kak BbI KUBETE? — CIIPOCUIT OH, TPEIYBCTBYs, YTO ITOT BOIIPOC U3MEHUT TEMY Pa3roBOpA.

— Kak 51 xuBy? — Bckpuyasia geByiika. — Xopoio! — M oHa jake 3akpblia 171a3a OT YI0BOJb-
CTBUS. — 3HAeTe, 51 IPOCHINAIOCh YTPOM, U, €CJIH JIEHb SICHbII, MHE CTAHOBUTCS Cpa3y yKacHO Beceio!
To4yHO MHE NoJapUId YTO-TO AOPOroe U KPaCUBOE, TAKOE, UTO 1 IABHO XOTeJa UMETh. . .

Bery kynarbcs — y Hac peka Ha KJo4ax — BOJa XOJIOAHAsA, Tak U wmumuieT tejo! Ecth oueHnb
rIyOOKHe MecTa, U 5 TyJa MpsMo ¢ Oepera BHU3 roioBoit — Oyx! Tak BCio U OOOKIKET. .. JIETUIIb B
BO/Y, KaK B IIPOIACTh, U B TOJIOBE IIIYMHUT. .. BRIHBIPHEIIIb, BHIPBEIIbCS U3 BOJIBI, — COJTHIIE CMOTPUT Ha
Te0s1 1 cmeétcs. [ToTom uay Jiecom JOMOM, HaOepy IIBETOB, HAABIIIYCh JIECHBIM BO3AYXOM JOIMbsIHA;
npuy — yaii roros! I1blo 4aid, a mpe1o MHOM CTOSIT LBETHI. .. U COJIHLIE HA MEHSI CMOTPHUT ... AX, eciu
Obl BBl 3HAJIH, KaK s1 1000 conHie! [ToTom HacTymaeT AeHb 1 HAUMHAIOTCS XJIOMOTHI 110 XO3SIACTBY . . .
BCE MEHsI JIOOAT, Cpa3y MOHMUMAIOT, CIIYIIAIOTCS, — M BCE KPY)KUTCS KOJIECOM BIUIOTh 10 Bevepa...
IIOTOM COJIHLIE 3aXOJUT, JIyHa, 3BE3/bI SBJIAIOTCS... J0 YEro 3TO BCE XOpOLIO M Kak HOBO Bcerja!
Brl nonumaete? S He ymelo MOHATHO CKa3ath. .. MOYEMY TaK XOPOIIO KHTh. .. Ho, MOKET ObITh, BbI
YYBCTBYETE 3TO U camH, Aa? Besip BaM MOHATHO, MOYEMY KU3Hb Takasl Xopoluasi, MUHTepecHas?

— Jla, KoHeYHO! — MOATBEPINII OH, TOTOBBIN PYKOW CTEPETH C JIMIIA CECTPbl TOHKYIO, HACMEll-
JIMUBYIO YJBIOKY.

OH cmoTtpen Ha BapeHbky, He Meriasi cebe To00BaThCs €10, TPETIETABILEH OT KeJaHus iepeaTh
€My CHJTy HallOJIHAIOIIETO €€ CyILECTBO JIMKOBAHUSI.

— A 3uma? Jlobute BBl 3uMy? OHa Bcsi Oernasi, 3710poBasi, 3a7J0pHasl, BbI3bIBAOIIAs OOPOTHCS
C HeH. ..

Pe3kuii 3BoHOK mepedut e€ peus. 3BoHmIa EnmnzaBera CepreeBHa, 1, KOrjaa B KOMHATY BJieTesa
BBICOKAS$I IEBYIIIKA C KPYIJIBIM JOOPBIM JILIOM U TUTy TOBATBIMH IJ1a3aMH, OHA CKa3asia eil yTOMJIEHHBIM
TOJIOCOM:

— Yo6upaiite nocymy, Mara.

[ToTom 03a004eHHO HavasIa XOIUTh 0 KOMHATEe, FPOMKO IIapKasi HOTaMHu.

Bc€ 910 HeCKOIBKO OTPE3BUJIO YBJICUEHHYIO IEBYIIIKY; OHA TTOBEJIA IIEYaMH, KaK Obl CTPSXHUBast
C HUX YTO-TO, M, HEMHOKKO CMYIIEHHas, ciipocuia [lonkanosa:

— 4] Hagoena BaM CBOMMU POCCKa3HAMU ?

— Hy, 4t0 310 BHI! — ITpOTECTOBAJI OH.

— Her, cepb€3Ho, — g Mmoka3anach BaM TIIyToi? — TOOMBaach OHa.

— Ho — nouemy xe?! — BockimkHy1 Mnmonut CepreeBud U yIUBHICS, YTO 9TO Y HETO BBIIILIO
TaK ropsi40 ¥ UCKPEHHO.
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— I nukas... HeoOpa3zoBaHHas... Ho s 04eHb paja roBOpUTh C BaMHU;., IOTOMY UYTO Bbl YUEHBIN
Y TaKOW. .. HE TaKOW, KaKUM s Bac ceOe MpecTaBIIsiia.

— A BBI KaK MPEJICTaBIsUM ceOe MeHsI? — OCBEIOMUJICS OH, YJIBIOASICh.

— 51 mymana, BbI BCE Oy/ieTe rOBOPUTH pa3HbIe MYIPOCTH. .. ITO HE TaK, a BOT 9TAK, ¥ BCE TIIYIIHI,
a sl — YMHHUIIA. .. Y TIarbl TOCTUJI TOBAPUIII, TOXKE IMOJIKOBHUK, KaK U Iara, ¥ Toke YIEHbIH, Kak Bbl. Ho
OH BOEHHBIA YUYEHBIN... KaK 3TO?.. TeHepaJIbHOrO MTada... OH ObUT YKACHO HAYTHIH. .. TIO-MOEMY,
OH J]a’)ke HUYEro U He 3HaJ, a TPOCTO XBACTAJICH. . .

— Bbl 1 MeHs TakuM ke npeactaBisum? — cipocu Mnmonut CepreeBuy.

Ona ckoHy3uIach, TOKpacHesa 1, BCKOUMB CO CTyJa, CMENTHO 3a0eraia 1o KOMHaTe, pacre-
PSAHHO TOBODS:

— AX, KaK BBIL... Hy, pa3Be g MOIIA. ..

— Hy, BoT uTO, MUJIbIe MOM JIETH, — [JIs/Isl HA HUX TIPUIILY PEHHBIMH I71a3aMu, 3asiBujia Enuzasera
CepreeBHa, — 5 TIONIy KOe-4eM 3aHATHCS 0 XO3AWCTBY, a BAC OCTABJIIO HAa BOJIIO OOXKHUIO!

Cwmesich, oHa ucuesna. Mnmnomut CepreeBrud yKOPU3HEHHO TTOCMOTPEI € BCiIed U MoayMal,
YTO HY)KHO Oy/IeT TIOTOBOPUTH C HEH O €€ MaHepe JepKaThCsl 10 OTHOIICHUIO K 3TOM, B CYIIHOCTH,
OUYEHb MUJIOH, TOJILKO HEPA3BUTOU JIEBYIIIKE.

— 3HaeTre 4TO — XOTUTe KaTtathcs B Jionke? Jloegem 1o jeca, Tam MOWAEM TYJISATh U K 00eIy
BepHEMcs. n€t? 4 yxkacHoO pajia, 4To CerojiHsi TaKou sSICHBIN JIEHDb U sl HE IOMa... A TO y Tarbl OMsITh
pasbIrpajiach mogarpa, 1 MHe TpUIILIOCh Obl BOUTHCS ¢ HUM. A Tiaria Karmpu3HBIH, Korjaa OoJieH. . .

OH, yIUBJIEHHBIN €€ STOM3MOM, HE Cpa3y OTBETUJI COIJIACUEM, a KOIJia OTBETHJI, TO BCIIOMHMJI
HaMepeHre, KOTOPOe BO3HUKJIO y HETO BU€pa, C KOTOPbIM OH BBIIIEN CETO/IHS MOYTPY U3 CBOEU KOM-
Hatbl. Ho moka Beqh OHa He JaéT OCHOBAHUM JIJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI 3aIOJJO3PUTh €€ B KeJIaHUH OOSTUTh
ero cepaie? B e€ peyax MOKHO BUAETh BCE, KpoMe KOKeTCTBa. M, HaKOHell, MoYeMy ke He MPOBECTU
OIVH JIEHb C TAKOW HECOMHEHHO OPUTMHAILHOM JIEBYIIIKOMN ?

— A Bol ymeete rpectu? [noxo? 1o HUYero, s1 Oymy cama, s CHITbHAS.

OHM BHILIUIM HA TEeppacy, CIYCTWINCh B NapK. PAnoM ¢ ero mIMHHON U Xyaou (urypoii oHa
Kazajach HIKe pocToM U nostHee. OH Mpemiokui ObUIo e pyKy, HO OHa OTKa3aJiach.

— 3auem? DTO XOPOIIIO, KOTJJa YCTaHelllb, a TAK TOJIbKO MEIAeT UITH. ..

On ynbiOasics, T8 Ha He€ Jyepe3 CBOM OYKH, W INEN, copa3Mepsisi CBOM IIIaru ¢ e maramu,
YTO eMy OuYeHb HpaBwjIoCh. [loxomka y He€ ObUIa JIETKass M KpacuBas, — e€ OeJloe TuiaThe TUIBLIO
BOKPYT €€ CTaHa, He KOJIbIXasiCh HU OJJHOM CKJIaJIKoi. B ofHOM pyke OHa jiepikaia 30HT, JPyrou CBO-
OOIHO M KPaCHBO KECTUKYJIMPOBAJIa, pacCKas3bIBasi eMy O KpacoTe OKPECTHOCTEH AepeBHH. DTa pyKa,
IO JIOKOTh OOHAKEHHASI, CUJIbHASL M CMYIJIasl, TIOKPBITasl 30JIOTUCTHIM ITyXOM, IBUTAsICh B BO3MYyXE,
3actaBisia iaza Mnnonura CepreeBuya BHUMATENIBHO CIEANUTH 3a HEl. U onAaTh y HEro B TEMHOM
r1yOuHe Y1 TperieTaia HeloHsTHasA, CMyTHas TpeBora. OH cTapalicsi YHHUTOXHUTb €€, CriparBast
ce0s1: 9To MOOYXKJAeT ero UATH 3a ITOW JEeBYIIKOW? U OTBevasl cebe: — JIIOOOIMBITCTBO; CIIOKOWHOE U
YHCTOE JKeJIAaHUE CO3epLaTh €€ KpacoTy.

— Bot u peka! Unute u caautech B JIOAKY, a 5 ceilyac I0CTaHy BECIA. ..

W ona ucuesna cpenu nepeBbeB, MPexkIe YEM OH YCIIeN IONPOCUTD €€ yKa3aTb My, I71€ MOKHO
HaWTH BECTA.

B HenonBukHOM, XOJIOIHOM BOJIE PEKU OTPakKaJUCh IEPEBbsI BHU3 BEPIIIMHAMU; OH CEJI B JIOIKY
Y CMOTpeJT HA HUX. DTU IPU3PpaKy ObLTH TIBIIITHEE U KPACHBEe JKUBBIX JEPEBbEB, CTOSBIINX Ha Oepery,
OCeHsIsl BOJLy CBOMMH M30THYTHIMU Y KOPSIBBIMH BeTBAMU. OTpakeHre 00JaropaxkxuBajio ux, CTyIIe-
BbIBasl yPOJJIMBOE M CO3/1aBasi B BOJE APKYIO U TAPMOHMYHYIO (DAHTA3MI0 HA MOTHUBAX YOOTOM, U3ypo-
JOBAaHHOW BPEMEHEM JEUCTBUTEJILHOCTH.

JIoOysach IpU3pavYHON KAPTUHOM, OKPYKEHHOW THUIIIMHOW M OJIECKOM eIé He )KapKOoro COJIHIIA,
BJIbIXasi BMECTE C BO3AYXOM IECHU KaBOPOHKA, MOJIHbIE cYacThsl KUTh, Mnmomut CepreeBud oIiy-
a1 B ceOe BOSHUKHOBEHME HOBOT'O ISl HETO, MPUSATHOTO YYBCTBA TIOKOSI, JIACKABIIIETO YM, YCBHITUISIS
ero MOCTOSTHHOE CTpPeMJICHHE IMOHUMATh U OOBSCHATh. TUXMIA MUP LIApWI BOKPYT, U B 3TOM MUpE
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HEYCTaHHO COBEPIIAJIOCh OE3MOJIBHOE TBOPYECTBO MPHUPO/IBI, O€33BYUHO CO3UAAIACH KU3Hb, BCETAa
ropaxkaemasi CMEpThio, HO HermoOeumasi, TUX0 padoTana cMepThb, BCE Mopaxasi, HO He OJepKHUBast
noOepl. A Tomydoe HeOO CHSIIO TOPKECTBEHHOW KPacOTOM.

Ha ¢one xaptuHbl B Bofe peku siBuiach Oeltasi KpacaBuIla ¢ JJACKOBOW ybIOKoM Ha yiune. OHa
CTOsIJIa TaM C BECJIAaMU B pyKaX, TOUHO MTpUIJIAIIas UATH K Held, MOTYaIBasi, MPeK pacHasi, U Kazaiach
OTpaXEHHON ¢ Heba.

Nnmomumt CepreeBud 3Ha, YTO TO BHIIIUIA U3 TTapKa BapeHpka 1 4To OHa CMOTPUT Ha HEro, HO
eMy He XOTeJIOCh pa3pyliaTh OYapoOBaHUE HU 3BYKOM, HU JIBHKEHHEM.

— CkaxuTte, Kakod Bbl MeUTaTesb! — pa3aanoch YIUBIEHHOE BOCKJIMIIAHUE.

Torna oH, ¢ coxaneHreM OTBEPHYBIINCH OT BOJIBI, B3IJISIHYJI HA JIEBYIIIKY.

U coxanenue ucyesno, nOO 3ta AEBYIIKA U B JEUCTBUTEILHOCTH OblJIa YapyIole XOpoIla.

— BOT yx Henb3s MogyMarh, 4To BHI JIIOOMTEe MeuTath! ¥V Bac JMIo Takoe ctporoe. Bel Oynere
MpaBUTh, XOpomo? Ml oeieM BBEpX IO TEYSHHIO. .. TaM Kpacusee... M BooOIe MpoTHB TeueHusI
MHTEpEeCHee eXaThb, IOTOMY YTO TpeOENIb, IBUTACIIIbCs, UyBCTBYEIIb ceOsl. . .

OtronkHyTas oT Oepera JIOIKa JIEHUBO 3aKavyajiach HA COHHOW BOJE, HO CHJIBHBIN yaap BEce
cpa3y MocTaBwJI e€ B/IOJb Oepera, 1, MepeBaIUBIIKCH ¢ OOpTa Ha OOPT MO/ BTOPHIM YAapOM, OHA JIETKO
CKOJIb3HYJIA BIIEPEL.

— MpI oefieM 1oj; TOpHBIM Oeperom, IOTOMY 4TO TYT TeHb, — TOBOPHJIA JIEBYIIIKA, pa30uBas
BOJY JIOBKMMU yzapamu. — ToJbKo 371ech cnaboe TeueHue. .. a BOT Ha JHeripe — y Tétu Jlyunikoii Tam
MMEHUE — TaM, 51 BaM CKaxy, ykac! Tak v pBET BEcna U3 pyK... Bbl He Buaamu noporos Ha [IHernpe?..

— Tonbko moporu aBepei, — noneitasncs coctputs Mnmonut CepreeBud.

— 4l e3auna yepes HUX, — CMesiCh, TOBOpHJIA OHA. — Xopoto! OHaX /bl 4yTh He pa30uIa JOIKY,
HEMPEMEeHHO yTOHYJIA Obl TOT/A. . .

— Hy, 3710 y) OBLIO OBI HEXOPOIIIO, — cepbE3HO cKazan Mrnmomut CepreeBud.

— A 4ro xe? 51 HUCKOJIbKO He 00I0Ch CMePTH, XOTS U OO0 KUTh. MOKET ObITh, U TAM TOXE
MHTEPECHO, KaK Ha 3eMJIe. ..

— A MOXeT ObITh, TAM HUYETO HET, — C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM B3IJISIHYB Ha HE€, CKa3as OH.

— Hy, kak *e Her! — yOexxJEHHO BOCKJIMKHY/IA OHa. — KoHeuHo, ecTs!

Ona cuena npoTyB HEero, ynupasich MAJICHbBKUMH HOKKAMU B MEPeKJIANHY, PHOUTYIO KO AHY
JIOZIKH, U C KQKAbIM yAapOM BEcesl OTKJIOHSIIAa CBOM KOpITyC Hazal. Torma nmoj JIErKoi Marepuen rJia-
Thsl peJibe(pHO OOPUCOBBIBATIACH IEBUYbS TPY/b, BHICOKAsI, YIPYTasi, B3AparuBaBIliasi OT JBMKEHHM.

«OHa He HOCUT KopceTa», — nogymai Mnmnonur CepreeBuy, ormyckas mia3a BHu3. Ho Tam oHn
OCTAQHOBWJIMCh Ha €€ HOXKKaxX. YIHUPAsCh B AHO JIOAKHM, OHM HANPATAINCh, U TOTAA ObUIM BUIHBI UX
KOHTYPBI /IO KOJIEH.

«YTo OHa — HAPOYHO, YTO JIM, HaJIeJla 3TO JypalKoe IJIaTbe?» — ¢ pa3ApakeHreM MoayMall OH
Y OTBEPHYJICS, pacCMaTpUBasi BHICOKHIA Oeper.

[Tnbim o KpyThIM OOPBIBOM; C HETO CBEIIMBAJIMCH KYJPsIBbIE CTEOM rOpoXa, TUIETH THIKB C
OapXxaTHBIMH JIUCThSIMH, OOJIBIIINE JKENTHIE KPYTH MOJICOIHYXOB, CTOSI HA Kpaio 0OpbiBa, CMOTpPENU B
Bofy. Jlpyroii Geper, HU3KMI W POBHBIH, TSHYJICSA KyIa-TO BAAJb, K 3€JEHBIM CTEHaM Jieca, U ObLT
I'YCTO MOKPHIT TPaBOM, COYHOU M SIPKOIA; U3 HEE JJACKOBO CMOTPEJIM Ha JIOAKY MUJIbIE, KaK JIETCKHE
I71a3KH, TOJIyOble M CMHHME I[BEThl. Briepeu Toxe CTOs1 TEMHO-3€JIEHBIN JieC — M peKa BOH3aJIach B
HEro, Kak KyCOK XOJIONHOM CTaJIu.

— Bawm He xapko? — cnpocuiia Bapenbka.

OH B3IJIAHYI HA He€ 1 TIOYYBCTBOBAN ceOst CKOH(YKEHHBIM: Ha JIOY Y He€ Moj] KOPOHOM BbIO-
IIUXCS BOJIOC OsiecTeN KanesIbKy 10Ta, a TPyAb MOJHUMAJIACh YACTO M BBICOKO.

— IIpoctute, noxanyiicta! — ¢ packasitHueM BOCKJIMKHYB OH. — $I 3acMoTpeJics... Bbl yTOMU-
JIUCh. .. JaiiTe MHe Béca!

— Bot yx ne nam! Bel gymaere, 51 ycrana? 1o gaxe oOnaHo MHe! MBI M1 IBYX BEPCT HE Mpo-
exanu... Her, yx Bbl cuaure. .. Ceiluac MpUcTaHeM U NIOMJEM TYJISTh.
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o nuiy e€ ObUTO BUAHO, YTO C HEel OECroe3HO CIOPHUTH; OH, J0CAIUBO TMOXaB IJIEYaMH,
3aMoT4yall, ¢ HeYIOBOJIbCTBUEM Jymasi IO cedst:

«O4YeBUIHO, OHA CUUTAET MEHS CIIA0BIM».

— Bugurte — BOT 3TO K HaM JIopora, — yKkaszajia OHa eMy Ha Oeper KUBKOM TOJIOBBL. — 31eCh Opojt
yepe3 peKy, 10 Hac OTCIofa YeThIpHAAaTh BEPCT. Y Hac Kpacusee, yeM B Baiiieil [lonkaHoBKe.

— Bbl u 3uMy kuBETE B iIepeBHE? — CITPOCUIT OH.

— A xak xe? Benp g Bely BCE X03511ICTBO, Mara He BCTa€T ¢ Kpecha... Ero Bo3r no komHaram.

— Ho, no/mkHO OBITh, CKYYHO BaM XHTh TaK?

— Ilouemy xe? ¥V MeHsl y’KaCHO MHOTO JieJIa. .. a MTOMOITHUK ogvH — HukoH, geHnmk narmsl. OH
yXe CTapyK M TOXe MbET, HO CTPAIIHBIN CHJIad U 3HAET CBOE 1esio. Myxuku ero 6ositcs. OH — ObET
WX, ¥ OHU TOXE Pa3 KaK-TO CUJIBHO MIOOWJIH €T0. .. O4eHb CiiibHO! OH 3aMeuaTesIbHO YeCTeH U MpeJaH
HaM C TIaIiou. . . MOOUT Hac, Kak cobdaka! 1 Toxe ero moomo. Bel, MOXET OBITh, YUTATIM OJUH POMaH,
rje ectb repoit, ocuiiep, rpad Jlyu I'pammon, u y Hero toxe neHmuk Caau-Koko?

— He uuras, — CKpOMHO CO3HAJICS MOJIOJION YUEHBIM.

— IlpounTaiiTe HETPEMEHHO — 3TO XOPOIIUK POMaH, — YBEPEHHO MIOCOBETOBA/IA OHA eMy. — §1
HuxkoHa, xorga on yrogut MHe, HasbiBalo Cagu-Koko. CHavasa oH cepauiics Ha MeHs 3a 3TO, HO £
OZIHJK/IBl IPOUYMTANIA €My 3TOT POMaH, U TeNepb OH 3HAET, YTO ISl HEro JIECTHO OBITh MOXOKUM Ha
Canu-Koko.

Nnnonut CepreeBud cMOTpen Ha HEE Tak, KaK eBpOMeel] CMOTPUT HA TOHKO BBIIIOJHEHHYIO
CTaTy3TKY KUTaiIa. A OHA C )KapoM pacckasbiBasa emy o noasurax Caau-Koko, monHbIX 6e33aBeTHON
npenaHHocTy K rpady Jlyu I'pammoH.

— Ipoctute, BapBapa BacuibeBHa, — epeOus OH €€ peub, — a POMaHbl PYCCKUX aBTOPOB BB
yuTaam?

— O na! Ho s He mo6mio ux — ckyunsle! M muinyT BCE Takoe, 4To s cama 3Halo He XykKe UX.

OHM He yMEIOT BbIIyMBbIBATh HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO, U Y HUX MOYTH BCE MpaB/a.

— A pasBe BBl He JlioOUTe TpaBabl? — 1ackoBo cripocuit Unmomut CepreeBud.

— AXx, na Het ke! § Bcem roBopio npaBay B IJla3a ...

Ona 3amoiyana, nojgymasa 1 Cripocuia;

— A 9TO *ke TYyT JIOOUTH? DTO MOSI IPUBBIYKA.

OH HUUEro He ycres cKa3arh €f Ha 3TO, TIOTOMY 4YTO OHa OBICTPO U TPOMKO KOMAaH/IOBaJIa eMy:

— IIpaBbTe HaneBo... ckopee! BoH k 3ToMy ayOy... All, Kakoi Bbl HEJIOBKUIA !

Jlonka He ciymianach ero pykd u mnuia K 6epery 60pToM, XOTsl OH C HaNpsKeHUEM BOpOYa
BOJly CBOMM BECJIOM.

— Huyero, Huuero, — roBopriia oHa U, BIPYT MOAHSIBIIKCH HA HOTH, TIPBITHYJIa Yepe3 OopT.

Nnmomumt CepreeBrd ri1yxo BCKpUKHYIT, OpOCHB BECJIO M TPOCTUPAsI 32 HEW PyKH, HO OHa HEBpe-
auMa cTosiia Ha Oepery, epka LeTb JIOAKKM B pyKax U BUHOBATO CITPaIIMBasi ero:

— 4 ucnyrana Bac?

— 4 mymaut, 4TO BBI YIIQJETE B BOAY, — TUXO CKa3aJ OH.

— Jla pa3Be MOXHO TyT ynacth? U K TOMY e TYT HErJTyOOKO, — OIPaB/bIBAJIACh OHA, TIOIBOMS
JIOOKY K Oepery. A OH, Cuisi HA KOpMe, AyMaJl, YTO 3TO HYXKHO OBl C/Ie/aTh emMy.

— Bugure, kakoii jec? — roBopusia OHa, KOTJ]a OH BBIIIEN Ha Oeper W CTajl psjioM C Hel. —
Xoporo Beas? Tam, okosno [lerepOypra, HET TAKMX KPACHUBBIX JIeCOB?

[Nepen HuMu Jiekana y3kast Jopora, orpakJaéHHast ¢ 00euX CTOPOH CTBOJIaMU JiepeBbeB. [on
HOTaMH TIPOCTHPATUCH Y3JI0BaThle KOPHU, N30UTHIE KOJIECAMU TeJleT, a Hajl HUMU — TYCTOM IIaTép U3
BETBEW U TJIe-TO BBICOKO — royyOble KJI0oubsi HeOa. Jlyun conHIla, TOHKKE, KaK CTPYHBbI, TPEreTaay B
BO3/yX€, IepeceKasi HAUCKOCh Y3KUH, 3€JIEHBIN KOPUAOP. 3anax NeperHuBILINX JIMCTEB OKPYKaJl HX.
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MeJbKany NTULBL, HAapyITasi BAXKHYIO TUIIMHY Jieca XJIONOTIMBBIM medetanbeM. [ 1e-To crydant
ASATEN, JKy’koKajla Imuena v, Kak OyATo yKasbplBasi UM JIOPOTY, B BO3/yXe, BIIEpeny MX, MOpXaau ABa
MOTBLIbKA, TIPECIielysl OIUH JIPyroro.

[l menienHo. IlonkaHoB Motyas, He Meas BapeHbke UCKaTh CJI0Ba Ui BBIPAKEHUS €€
MBICJIEH, @ OHA FOPSYO FOBOPUJIA EMY:

— 41 He mOOMI0 YMTATh O MYKHMKAX; UTO MHTEPECHOTO B MX XU3HU? f] 3HAI0 MX, )KUBY C HUMHU
Y BUKY, YTO O HUX IUIIYT HEBEPHO, HenpaBay. OHU TaKMMU 5KaJIKUMU OIUCHIBAIOTCS, @ OHU IPOCTO
TMO/IJIbIE, X COBCEM HE 3a YTO kajieTb. OHU TOJIbKO OJHOTO M XOTAT — HaAyTh Bac, yKpacTh y Bac 4YTo-
HUOYb. KnsiHuat Bceraa, HOIOT, TaJIkue, TPsi3HbIE. .. A OHU Be/Ib YMHBIE, O! OHHU JJake OUeHb XUTPBIE;
KaK OHM My4aT MeHsI MHOT/1a, ecli O Bbl 3HaAUTH !

Ha nune e€ Beipasmiiocs 0371001eHue 1 ckyka. Mmomut CepreeBud ObLT U3YMJIEH CHIION €€
BOJIHEHHMSI, HO, HE KeJlasi CJIyIIaTh 3TU OapCKue BHIXOIKH, MepeOrT AEBYIIIKY:

— Bbl roBoprin 0 (ppaHIly3cKuX nucaTessx. . .

— AX, na! To ecTb 0 pyccKkHX, — MOIMpaBUJIa OHA €ro, YCIIOKOMBAsCh. — Bbl cripammBaere —
MIOYEMY PYCCKHE MUIIYT Xyke, — 3TO SCHO! OTOMY YTO OHM HE BBIYMbIBAIOT HUYETO UHTEPECHOTO.
VY ¢paHiy30B repou HacTOSIILIME, OHU U TOBOPAT HE TaK, KaK BCE JIIOAM, U MOCTynaT uHadye. OHu
Bceryia xpaopsle, BIOOIEHHbBIE, BECEIble, a Y HAC TepOr — MPOCThIEe YeIOBeUKH, Oe3 CMeJIocT, 0e3
MBUIKUX YYBCTB, KAKME-TO HEKPACHUBbIE, KAJIKEHbKUE — CaMble HACTOSIIIHE JIIOAW 1 OOJIbIIe HIYEro!

[Touemy onu repoun? Huxoraa B pyccko KHUKKE He TOMMELB 3TOr0. Pycckuil repoit Kakoii-To
[JTYTIBIA ¥ MEIITKOBATBIM, BCET/Ia eMY TOIIIHO, BCET/Ia OH JyMaeT O YEM-TO HETTIOHSITHOM U BCEX JKaJieerT,
a caM-To xaykuii-nipexankuii! [Togymaer, moroBopuT, MOWAET OOBACHATHCS B JIIOOBH, TTOTOM OIISITh
AyMaeT, MoKa He KEHUTCsI, a KEHUTCS] — HAarOBOPHT KeHe KHUCIIBIX IIynocteid u Opocut e€... Yrto B
3TOM MHTepecHOro? MeHs 3JIUT 3T0, MOTOMY UYTO TIOXOKe Ha 0OMaH — BMECTO reposi KaKoe-TO Uy4esio
TopuuT B poMaHe! 1 HUKOra, YnTast pyCCKYyI0 KHUKKY, He 3a0yJelb O HACTOSIIEH KIU3HU, — pa3Be
3T0 Xopouo? A yuTaellb COUMHEHUE (ppaHily3a — JPOKUILb 32 FEPOEB, Kajeellb X, HEHABUAULIb,
XOYellb IPaThCsl, KOIZa OHU JIepyTcs, MIavelllb, Korga noruoaoT. .. CTpacTHO KAEMb, KOTAa KOH-
YUTCS1 POMaH, a MPOYTEIIb €r0 — YyTh HE IJIaYelllb C JOCa/Ibl, YTO YK€ BCE KOHYEHO. 3ayeM Mucarhb
KHIKKH, €CJTH He MOKeIllb CKa3aTh HHYero HeoObIKHOBeHHOro? CTpaHHO, mpago!

— Ha 310 MHOroe MoxHO BO3pa3uth Bam, Bapeapa BacuibeBHa, — OCTAHOBWJI OH TOTOK €€
peueit.

— Yo ke, Bo3pakaiite! — pa3pelnmia oHa ¢ YJIbIOKOH. — Bbl, KOHEUHO, pa3HecéTe MeHs.

— Ilocrapatocs. [Ipesxke Bcero, Kakux Bbl pyCCKMX aBTOPOB UMTAJIH?

— PasnbIX... BOpoueM, Bce oHU oimHaKkoBble. Bot, Hanpumep, Caibsc. .. OH noapaxaer (ppas-
1y3aM, HO IUI0X0. BripoueM, y Hero pycckue repou, a pa3Be 0 HUX MOKHO MHUCaTh UHTEPECHO?

Eme muorux uurana — TypreneBa, Mapkosuya, ITa3yxuna, — naxe no onHoi paMuiInm yxe
BUJTHO, YTO OH HE MOXET Xopoio nucath! Bol ero He untanu? A yuramu jiu Bel Poptions ne byaro-
62s7 Ioucon ne Tepaitna? Apcena ['yeea? ITvepa 3akonns? [dioma, ['abopuo, BopHa? Kak xoporrio,
6oxe moit! 3Haete uto? MHe B pomMaHax OOJbllie BCETO HPABATCS 3JI0[EU, Te, KOTOPbIE TaK JIOBKO
TUIETYT pa3Hble eXUAHBIE CeTH, YOUBAIOT, OTPABJISIOT. .. YMHBIE OHH, CHJIbHBIC. .. M KOI/Ia, HAKOHEII,
WX JIOBSIT — MEHSI 3710 OepeT, 1axe JI0 ClIE3 I0X0KY. Bee HeHaBUIAT 3710/es1, BCe UAYT MPOTUB HETO —
OH ozuH npoTuB Beex! Bot — repoii! A te, npyrue, 10OposieTebHble, CTAHOBSATCS TaIKH, KOTJa OHU
no6exgaot. .. 1 BooOiie, 3HaeTe, MHE JTIOH [0 TOW TIOPbl HPABSITCS, IIOKA OHU XOTSIT Yero-HUuOy/Ib,
KyZ1a-HUOYIb UAYT, UIIYT Y€ro-To, My4arcs. .. HO, €CJI OHH JOIIUIX JI0 1€ CBOEW U OCTAaHOBUJIVCh,
TYT OHU Y€ HEMHTEPECHHI. . .

Bo30yx€HHas1, oHa Me/IJIEHHO I11J1a PsIIOM C HUM, KPacHBO TIOTHSIB TOJIOBY M CBEPKasi IJ1a3aMHu.

OH cMoTpert el B JTUIIO 1, HEPBO3HO MOKPYYHBast O0POIKY, UCKAJ TAKUX BO3PAXKEHUM, KOTOPBIE
cpa3y copBajiv Obl ¢ e€ yma 3Ty rpyOyio nesieny nbutid. Ho, 4yBcTBys cebst 00sI3aHHBIM BO3PA3UTh €1,
OH XOTeJI emg CIyniaTh €€ HauBHYIO OOJITOBHIO, €IIE BUAETH €€ YBJICUEHHON CBOUMU CYXICHUSMH U
MCKPEHHO PACKpBIBAIOINEH Mpe; HUM CBOIO ymry. OH HUKOI/A He CIIbIXaJl TaKUX pedeil; OHU ObLIH
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YPOIUTUBBI, HO B TO K€ BpeMsl BCE, UTO TOBOPHJIA OHA, KaK HelTb3s1 O0Jiee FapMOHMPOBAJIO C €€ HEMHOTO
XUIIHOM KpacoTol. [Ipen HuM ObLT yM HEOTITM(OBAHHBIN, OCKOPOJISIBIINI €ro rpyOOCThIO, U — JKEH-
IIMHA, COOTa3HUTENIBHO MPEKpacHasi, pa3apakaBliiasi €r0 YyBCTBEHHOCTb. DTH JIBE CUJIbI JABUIIM Ha
HEro Bcel SHepruei CBoer HeroCpeICTBEHHOCTH, U HY)KHO OBbLJIO YTO-HUOY/Ib TPOTUBOIIOCTABUTH M.
V Hero OblTa sicHast JIOTMKa, OH XOPOILO CIIOPWJI C JIIOBMU CBOero Kpyra. Ho kKak roBoputh ¢ Heid,
Y100 BBI3BATh YM €€ Ha MPAaBUJIBHBINA MyTh U 00JaropoiuThb ALY, H3yPOAOBAHHYIO TITyIIBIMH pOMa-
HaMU 1 OOIIECTBOM MYKHKOB, COJIIATa, IbSTHUIIBI-0TIA?

— VX, KaK s 3aroBopujiach! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia OHa, B3apixas. — Hamoeno Bam, na?

— Her, no...

— 4, Buaute M, paga ouyeHb BaM. MHe 0 Bac He C KeM ObLJIO MOroBOpuTh. Barma cecrpa, s
3HAI0, He JIIOOUT MEHS ¥ BCE CEPAUTCS Ha MEHSI. .. JIOJKHO OBbITh, 3a TO, YTO 1 1al0 BOAKH OTILY, U 32
10, uTO rooma HukoHa. ..

— Bui?! [To6umm! ... Kak 310 BbI? — n3ymuiics [1oKaHoOB.

— OueHb MPOCTO, OTXJIECTANIa ero MaraliMHOW Haraiikou, BoT u BcE! [loHumaere, MonoThOa,
CTpalllHasi TopsiuKa, a OH, CKOT, IbsiH! §1 paccepnuiack! Pa3Be oH cMeeT HanmMBaThCsl, KOTA KUATTUT
padota u Be3Jie HykeH ero ria3z? T MyKUKU, OHHU. ..

— Ho, mocnymaiite e, BapBapa BacuibeBHa, — yOeAUTETHHO 1 KaK TOJIBKO MOT MsTYe 3aroBo-
pWI OH, — pa3Be 3TO Xopoilo outk ciyry? Braropogno m 310? nomymaiite! Pasee Te repown, npen
KOTOPBIMH BBI MTPEKJIOHSETEC, OBIOT CBOMX TpeaaHHbIX Caau-Koko?

-0, ewe kak! I'pad Jlyn onHaxabl Takylo NomEUnHy Bien Koko, 4to MHe Aaxe kajko CTajio
6exHoro conpatuka. M 4ro xe s Mory JesaTh ¢ HUIMH, Kak He OMTh? XOpoIlo e, yTo Mory...
Beab cuiibHas! [omynaiite, Kakyue y MEHsSI MyCKYJIbl !

CorHyB CBOIO PyKY B JIOKTE, OHA rOpJ0 NpOoTsIHY/Ia €€ K Hemy. OH MOJIOKUJI JIAJOHb Ha €€ TeJo
BBIIIIE JIOKTSI M KPETIKO CKaJl MANIBIIbI, HO TOTYAC K€ OMIOMHWICS U, CMYIIEHHBIH, C KPACKOH Ha JIUIIe,
OIJISTHYJICSI BOKPYT. Bciomy 6e3MOJIBHO CTOSUIN JIEpeBbsI U TOJBKO. . .

OH B0OOI11Ie He ObLIT CKPOMEH C KEHIITUHAMU, HO 3Ta CBOEH MPOCTOTOM 1 JOBEPUUBOCTHIO JIeJIaia
ero TaKuM, XOTsI M pa3Kuraja B HEM 4yBCTBEHHOCTb.

-V Bac 3aBuIHOE 3[J0POBbE, — CKa3aJl OH, IPUCTAJIBHO 1 33yMUUBO PACCMaTPHBAasi MAJIEHbKYIO
3aropenylo Kucth e€ pyku. — U s ymaio, 4To y Bac OUeHb XOpoliee cep/le, — HEOXKUAAHHO 1151 ceOst
BBIPBAJIOCH Y HETO.

— He 3Hamo! — oTo3Bajnach 0OHa, KauHyB TOJIOBOH. — EfBa 11, — y MEHsI HET XapakTepa: WHOT/a
s KaJielo JIoeH, Jaxe TeX, KOTOPBIX He JIIOJTIO.

— MHorpa tonbko? — yeMexHyscst oH. — Ho Benb Jmoau Beeraa JOCTOMHBI COXKaIEHHS U COCTpa-
JaHUS.

— 3a 4yto? — crpocuia oHa.

— Pa3Be BBl He BUAMTE, KaK OHM HecdyacTHBI? XOTs Obl 3TH, Balk MyXuKU. Kak Tsokeno um
KUBETCS M CKOJIBKO HECPABEVIMBOCTH, TOPsl, MyYEeHHUI B MX KU3HU !

3TO BBIPBAJIOCH y HETO FOPSY0, M OHA BHUMATEJIHHO B3IJISIHYJIA B JIMLIO €MY, TOBODSL:

— Bbl, 10/KHO OBITH, OYEHb JOOpPBIN, eciv Tak roBopute. Ho Beb BBl HEe 3HAaeTe MYKHMKOB, HE
Kum B AepeBHe. OHM HECUACTHBI — 3TO BEPHO, HO KTO K€ B 9TOM BUHOBAT? OHM Bellb XUTpHIE, U
HUKTO UM HE MEUIaeT CAeIaThCsl CUACTIMBBIMHU.
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M. Topekuii. «Bapenbka OnecoBa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasinen OO0 «JIutpec».

IIpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB II0OJHYIO JIETaJIbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JluTpec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
coOom.
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