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AHHOTaAIUSA

«Ky3nen Bacunuii BacuibeBrd MepKyyioB ObLT CTPOTHI YeNIOBeEK,
W KOrJa MO Mpa3fAHUKaM OH HAaNMBAJICS MbsIH, TO HE IeJ IeceH,
HE CMesUicsl U He Wrpaj Ha TapMOHUH, Kak [pyrue, a cupen B
YOIy TPakTUpa W MOJYa I'PO3UT YePHBIM OOOXIKEHHBIM IAJIbLIEM.
I'po3us1 OH M TPAKTUPIUMKY 34 CTOMKOH, M MOCETUTENSIM, U CJIyre,
TMOJIAaBABIIEMY BOAKY U JKapeHylo pblOy; NMpPUXOOMJI JOMOM M TaMm
MIPOAOJIKAJ TPO3UTD IYCTOM XaTe, TaK Kak YKe JaBHO KWJI OIUH. ..»
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I

Kysnenr Bacummii BacriibeBna MepKysioB ObLIT CTPOTUi Yesto-
BEK, U KOT/Ia 10 MPa3JHUKAM OH HAIlMBAJICS IbsIH, TO HE TeJI 1e-
CEH, He CMEsUICSl U He UTpaJl Ha FapMOHUY, KaK Apyrue, a CUel
B yIJIy TPAKTUPA U MOJSTYA IPO3UIT YEPHBIM 000K KEHHBIM Maslb-
1ieM. ['po3mit OH ¥ TPAKTUPIIMKY 32 CTOMKOM, U TTOCETUTENSAM, U
CITyre, IOJaBaBIIeMy BOIKY M KapeHylo PhIOY; PUXOIHI JOMOM
Y TaM MPOJOJIKAJ TPO3UTH IMyCTOM XaTe, TaK KaK yKe JaBHO KT
oauH. B cniopel 1 OpaHb ¢ HUM He BCTYNAIHU, TaK KaKk OT CMeIll-
HOM YI'pO3bI OH JIETKO MePEXOInI K ’KECTOKON U KPOBABOM JIpaKe;
IIPY CBOMX MATHIECCITU TOAaX ObUI OYEHb CUJICH, U Y3JIOBATHIN
YEepHBIN KyJIaK ero najaj Ha ToJIoBbl, Kak MooT. U ¢ Bugy oH
ObLJI e11le OYeHb KPETOK — XY/IOIIaB, HO KUJIUCT U BHICOK POCTOM;
Y XOJWJI TOP/IO: TPYAb BHIMUPAJ BIIEPE/I, 2 HOTU CTABUJI MPSIMO,
He crudasi KoJieH, TOYHO BHIMEPSUT YITUITY IIUPKYJIEM.

Kun on, kak u Bce B CTpesienikoi cjio00/ie, He XOpoILlIo U He
IUIOXO, M HUKTO HE JiyMaJl O HEM U He 3aMeyall ero XW3HU, TaKk
KaK y BCSIKOTO ObLJIa CBOSI TPYJHASI M YACTO MyUUTEJIbHAS KU3Hb,
0 KOTOPOH HYKHO OBUTO €XXeMUHYTHO TyMath 1 3a00TUThCs. Ho-
BBIX JIIOJIEH MaJIO MPUXOAMIIO B CI000/Y, 3a0pOIIIeHHYI0 Ha Kpaii



ropoya, ¥ Bce OOUTaTeNu ee MPUBBIKJIM APYT K APYyry U HE 3aMe-
YaJiu, 4TO BpeMsl UJIET, U He BUJEJH, KaK pacTeT MOJIOAOE H CTa-
puTtcs crapoe. Bpemst oT BpeMeHn KTo-HUOYIIb YMHPAT; €r0 XO-
POHIJIU U JIeHb-/IBa TPEBOKHO I€PEroBapUBAIUCh 00 €r0 HEOKH-
JaHHOM CMEpPTH, a MOTOM BCE CTAHOBUJIOCH TaK, CJIOBHO HUKTO U
HE yMHpaJl, ¥ Ka3aJoch, OYATO MOKOMHUK MPOIOIKAET eIlle Cy-
IIECTBOBATh CPEJV KUBBIX, WM K€ UTO 3/1ECh COBCEM HET KH-
BBIX, & TOJIKO MOKOMHUKH. 7Kum Ha CTpesielikoi BIpOroJiosp,
HO PUHMMAJTH 3TO TIOKOPHO U 32 CYILIECTBOBaHKE OOPOJIUCH PaB-
HOIYIITHO U BSIJIO, — KaK OOJIbHBIE, Y KOTOPBIX HET aeTUTa, BSJIO
¥ PaBHOJYIITHO TIepepyrHBAIOTCS M3-3a JIMIITHEHN TapeJIKA HEBKYC-
HOro OOJILBHUYHOTIO CyIIa.

Xara v Ky3HuIla MepKyJioBa CTOSUTM Ha Kpalo CJI0OOMIBI, TaM,
rie HaumHascs Oeper peku Ilepechixanku. Beper ObUT M3pHIT
sIMaMH, B KOTOPBIX OpaJiil IJIMHY ¥ TIECOK; peKa Obljla MeJKas,
¥ JIETOM 4Yepe3 Hee e3UIM BOPOJ Ha TPSCKMX, MaXHYIIMX Jer-
TeM, TeJlerax MYy:KMKU U3 coceiHeil aepeBHU. Ky3nuiia Mepky-
JIOBa TOMEINANach B 3eMJISTHKE, M Ha 3eMJISTHKY TOXOXa Oblia 1
XaTa, y KOTOpOW KPHBBIE OKHA C Py KHBIMHU OT CTAPOCTH CTEK-
JlaMM JOLLTH A0 camoil 3eMin. OKOJIO 3eMIISIHKHM CTOSUIU Yep-
HbIe, 3aKOITYEHHbIE CTONObI IS KOBKM JIOIIAJed; U OHU ObLIH
crapble, OECCHIIBHO TIOTHYBILIMECS, & UX TIIyOOKHe MPOAOIbHBIE
TPEIUHBI TOXOAWIA Ha TTyOOKHe CTapuecKre MOPIIUHBI, ITPO-
BEJIEHHBIE JJOJITO U CYpOBOI1 skM3HbI0. OIMH cTOJNO yike ABa roja
Kayvascsi. MepKyJioB, MPOXo/isi MUMO HETO MbsIHBIN, CYPOBO I'PO-
311 MY HaJIblieM, HO OOJIbIIIe HUYEro He AeNa, YTOObl yKPENHTh



ero.

[Tate mecsieB B rogy Crpenerkas caodo/a jiexana rmoj cHe-
TOM, M BCSl )KW3Hb TOTJIAa YXOJW/Ia B UYEPHBIC MaJICHbKHE XaThl U
CYAOPOXKHO OUJTACh TaM, IIPUYIIIEHHAS TPSI3bI0, TEMHOTOM U OeI-
HocThi0. CBepxy Bce ObUIO AEBCTBEHHO 0€J10, TIIyX0 U Oe3KH3-
HEHHO, a TIOJl HU3KMMH TOTOJIKAMU XaT C yTpa IUIaKau JIeTH,
OTpaBJICHHBIC THUJIBIM BO3/IyXOM, PYTrajuCh B3pOCIbIE U KOJIO-
THJIKCh JPYT O Jpyra, OECCHIIbHBIC BHIOUTHCS U3 THCKOB KU3HHU.
N Bcem Ob10 O0sbHO. Tak ke HEXOpOIIO W TEMHO ObLIO B 3a-
HEeCeHHOM xaTte MepKy/ioBa, 1 Bce B Hell ObUIO KPUBOE, YEpHOE,
TpsI3HOE TOUM Oe3Ha/Ie)KHOM TPsI3blo, KOTOpasi BbENach B I€PEBO
Y BElIM U cTaja 4yacTblo ux. OJUH Yroji MOKOCWIICS, U OKHO B
HEM CTOSIJIO KaK-TO HeJlerno, OOKOM, a MOTOJIOK ObUT YePHBIA OT
KOIIOTH, ¥ BMECTO BCSIKMX YKpAIlleHWId Ha CTeHe ObUIM HaKJiee-
HbI [IBETHBIE STUKETHI OT OyTHUIOK: «HalmBKa KMEBCKash BUIITHE-
Basi». PaboOTHI 3MMO¥ OBIJIO MaJIO, ¥ TSIKEJIBIM CHOM ITPOXO/HIA
OJIMHOKAs1 KW3Hb MepKyJioBa Cpe/li KPUBBIX CTEH IO/l YEPHBIM
HU3KUM TOTOKOM. OH crhaji, CKOJIbKO MOT, a KOTjia CHa He Obl-
710, JIeXkas U C CypOBbIM HEIOyMEHHEM U BOITPOCOM BIJISI/IBIBAII-
Csl B CBOIO JKU3Hb. BJIeIHBIMM TEHSIMU MTPOXOWJIO MPOIILIOe, U
ObLJIO OHO TIPOCTOE M CTPAHHOE JIO y’Kaca, U He BEpUJIOCh TOMY,
9TO B HEM 3aKJIIOYEHA BCS XKU3Hb €ro, a JPYroi XKW3HU HET U
HUKOra He OyneT. Bputa jkeHa ¥ ymepia OT XoJephl, U Jilia ee
HE MOET BCTIOMHHMTh MepKyJioB, Kak OyITo HUKOTIA He CyIlle-
CTBOBaJIa OHa B JICHICTBUTEJIFHOCTH, a TOJIKO MIPUCHWIIACH. BbI-
JIV ¥ IGTHU: OJIVH CBIH JI0JITO XBOPAJI, U3MYUIII BCEX U yMep, JIPy-



IO MOIIIeNT B COM/IATHI 1 mporia 6e3 Bectr. Ocrasiach OHa 104b,
Mapbst; oHa ObLTa 3aMyKeM 3a MbsTHUILIEH, canokHUKoM Ha CTpe-
JIELKO#, 1 yacTo npuderana kK Mepky/oBy kajoBaTbCsl, YTO MYXK
ObeT ee: OblIa OHA HEKpacuBasl U 3J1asi; TOHKUE TyObl ee Jpoka-
JI1 OT TOpsl ¥ 37I0CTU, & OJVH IJ1a3, 3aIUIbIBIIANA CUHSIKOM, CMOT-
PEJI B Y3€HBKYIO IIEJIb, KaK YYKOU, IIEYaJIbHBIN U EXUIHBIN IJIa3.
Ona Kpryasia Ha BCIO y/IUITy U OpaHuIa MyXka; IIOTOM HaulHaJa
OpaHUTh OTIIA U Ha3bIBaJla €ro MbsHUILIEH, a coceickue 0aldbl U
pedsiTa 3arIsIIBIBAA B OKHA M IBEpH U cMesunuch. U 3To Oblia
BCsI €T0 XKU3Hb, a IPYTOil HET U HUKOT/Ia He Oy/IeT.

W oH nexait noj YepHbIM MOTOJIKOM U yMaJl, a Ha JIBOpE TH-
X0 ¥ MOKOPHO yracaj KOpOTKMH 3UMHHUM JeHb. B xare craHo-
BWJIOCH TEMHO, M1 MepKyJIOB BBIXOIWII Ha YJMILy: Oe3NoaHast 1
IJTyXasi, CJIOBHO BBIMEpIIIasi, OHA THXO JIeXkKaJa Mo CHEroM 1 Obl-
Jla TOYHO OTpakeHHeM Oe3:)KM3HEHHOTO TYCKJIOro HebGa. 1 mex-
1y Hedl ¥ 3TUM OTHOTOHHO-CEPbIM U YIPIOMBIM HEOOM OBICTPO
Hapacrajla OCTOpPOKHasi MojiyaiauBas Tema. Ha kosokosnbHe Mu-
xama ApxaHresa OlaroBecTHJIM K BEUYepHe, M Ka3ajaoch, UTO C
KQXK/IbIM NPOTSKHBIM YIAapOM Ha 3eMJI0 crajaer Mpak. Korna
KOJIOKOJT 6€3 OT3ByKa YMOJIKaJ, Ha BCEd 3eMJie yXke CTOsiIa To-
KOIHasi HeMast Houb. Mumo MepkyJsioBa, 0 HaIllpaBJIEHUIO K pe-
K€, Ipoexaj Ha pO3BaIbHAX MyXUK. Ha MuHyTYy MenbkHya JI0-
1IaJIEHKA, MOTPSIXUBABIIIAs TOJIOBOU, MYKHK C IMOJHSTHIM BOPO-
TOM, NIPUBAJIMBLIMICS K MIEPE/IKY CaHel, — U BCE pacIlIbLIOCh B
DJIyXOU ThME, M TOIOTAa KOMBIT HE CJBIITHO OBbUIO, U JyMajiocCh,
9TO TaMm, Ky/a Moexaa MyXkHK, TaK ke BCe CKyYHO, TOJo 1 Oefl-



HO, KaK U B xate MepKyJioBa, U CTOMT Takas ke Kperkas 31M-
Hs1s1 HOYb. BJIOXKMB pykH B KapMaHbl LITaHOB, OINEPIINCh HA O1-
HY HOT'Y ¥ OTCTaBMB JPYIyio, MepKyJOB C yrploMbIM BOIIPOCOM
CMOTpeJ Ha He0O, MCKaJl Ha HEM ITPOCBETa U He Haxoau1. bblji oH
BBICOK U YEPEH U B CBOEW HEMOABMKHOCTY HAIIOMUHAJ OJUH U3
YEPHBIX CTOJIOOB KY3HHUIIBI, JO CAMOM CEPALIEBIHBI N3bEAEHHBIX
BPEMEHEM U 5KU3HBIO.

Ecmu cityyanuck nensru, MepkysoB oeBajics U yXOIuII B Io-
pon, B Tpaktup «IllenkoBky». Tam oH BuBaJ1 B ceOsl APKUH CBET
JIAMIT U TAKOM K€ APKMUA U NIECTPBIU I'yJl TPAKTHAPA, CIyIIAJ, KaK
UTpaeT OpraH, U criepBa JOBOJIbHO YJIbIOAJICS, OTKPbIBAsI ITyCThIE
BIAJMHBI HA MECTe MepeHUX 3yOOB, KOIa-TO BHIOMTHIX JIOIIA-
apio. Ho ckopo oH HamumBascs, Tak Kak ObLT HA BOAKY c1ad, Ha-
YUHAJT XMYPUTBCSI U OECTIOKOMHO JIBUTaTh OpOBSIMHU H, TTOWMAaB
Ha ceOe yer-HUOY/Ib B3IJIs[l, MHOTO3HAYMTEIPHO U MPAYHO I'PO-
311 000K KEHHBIM YepHbIM MasiblieM. OpraH, TOPOIUIMBO 3axJie-
OBIBASICHh U LIMIIS, BRI3BAHUBAJ TPECKYUYIO MOJIBKY; MepKynoBy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH HE MIPAeT, a IUTIOETCS] Pa3OUTHIMU, CKavyIIH-
MU 3ByKaMH HEHYKHOTO BECeJIbsl, ¥ OT STOTO CTAHOBUJIOCH OOM/I-
HO, IPYCTHO M OecrokoiHO. OH rpo3ui OnecTsiumM Tpyoam u
HEMPEeKJIOHHO OOPMOTAJT:

— He no3Bosmo, uto6s! Tak urpars. 1o kakomy mpaBy? Het y
TeOs mpaBa, YTOObI Tak Urpars. He nmossoitio.

Korga B oqMHHaaLaTh 4YacoB TPAaKTUP 3anvpaiv, MepKyJos,
MOKAUMBAsSICh M OMUPASACh PyKaMu Ha 3a00pbl, I0IT0 U TPYIHO
1€ IOMOM U IIepe]l CBOEU XaTOM OCTAHABIMBAICA B TSKEIOM



HEeJJOyMEHWUHU U THeBe.

— Mos xara, — TOBOpPHJI OH, YAMBJIEHHO MOAHMMAs OpPOBH U
NBITAsICh BBIIIE TIOMHATH OTSUKeJeBlMe Bekn. — He mos3Bosmo,
YTOOBI TAaK KPUBO CTOSLIA.

[ToTrom, MOTast rOJIOBOM Ha ociadeBIel Iee, OysKaas B3opa-
MM TI0 OKPY’KaIoIeMy, OTBICKMBAJI Ha HeOe TO MeCTO, KyJa CMOT-
peJ Be4epoM, TSDKEIIO MOHMUMA PYKY U TPO3UIT COTHYTHIM MaJTb-
1IeM, He B CHJIaX OT XMeJisl paclpsIMUTh €ro.

— He no3Boimo, uto0s! Tak Bee. [1o kakomy mpaBy?

U1 3aceiman oH ¢ yrpioMO CBEICHHBIMHA OPOBSIMHU U TOTOBBIM
IUTSL YyTPO3bI MAJIbIIeM, HO XMeJIbHOM COH yOMBaJsl BOJIO, M Ha-
YMHAIUCH TSIKeJIble MyudeHHs cTaporo Tesa. Boaka kria BHYT-
PEHHOCTHU Y XKeJIE3HBIMU KOI'TSIMU pBaJia CTapoe, HATPyAUBIIIee-
cs1 cepaiie. MepKynoB XpHIIeN U 33/IbIXJICS, U B XaTe ObUIO TeM-
HO, IIypIIaJIK MO CTeHaM HEBHIMMBbIE TapaKaHbl, ¥ AyX JIOAEH,
’KUBIIMX 3716Ch, CTPAJABIINX U YMEPIIMX, JIeJlasl ThMY KUBOU U
KYTKO OECTIOKONHOM.



I

Hauasioch 310 Ha TpeThell Hesiesie BEJIMKOro 1MOCTa, Ha4aloCh
HEOXHMJAHHO U OTTOr0 OCOOEHHO PafiocTHO. YTpoM CTpenenkas
cyo0osia MPOCHYJIach B JIBIMUYATOM, MAXHYIIEM Tapblo TyMaHe,
MSTKOM M TEIJIOM, a KOTrJja TYMaH paccesiicsi, BO3yX CTas SICHbIA
Y CBETIbIM, U HU Ha 4YeM He ObUIO TeHeH. U CIOBHO OT 3eMJIH,
OT KPBIII ¥ IOMOB OTIIAJI0 YTO-TO KEJIE3HOE, UTO JIABUJIO U CKO-
BBIBAJIO, ¥ BCE HAYAJIO TIAXHYTh: CHET, HABO3 U IoMa. Y OOHJaps
['yceBa nekim xJied, ¥ MO BCEH y/UIIe CTOSUT JOMOBUTBIN TIPHUSIT-
HBIH 3amax Terioro xjaeda. Kak monmupoBaHHsbie, 61ecTesnu 1o J10-
pore HIMPOKUE CIIeIbl IEPEBSIHHBIX MOJI03bEB C KPalMHKaMH 30-
JIOTUCTOTO JIONIAIMHOTO HABO3a, KPUYAJIM BBIIOJI3ABIINE U3 XaT
pedsTa, U CO 3BOHKUM JIaéM HOCHJIUCh COOAKH 3a TSKEJIbIM BO-
POHbEM, TPY3HO MPUCEIABIIUM HaJl YEPHBIMU MSATHAMU CTapbiX
1moMoeB. U JbIlanock Jerko U BOJIBHO.
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