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Japesa Kaananna
IloBapeHHass KHUTa BYAy

I'maBa 1

VY sxuteneit GONBIIOro ropoja eCTh MHOKECTBO MPEUMYILECTB Mepe] OOUTATeNsIMU CeTbCKOU
MECTHOCTH. DTO ¥ YI0OHOE TPAHCTIOPTHOE COOOIIEHHE, Y BEJTMKOJICTTHbIE Mara3uHHbIC BUTPUHBI, SIPKO
OCBEIIICHHbIC HOUHBIE YJIUIIbI, MHOTOUUCIICHHBIE PACIIPOaky, YaCTHbIC JieueOHbIe KJIMHUKH, O KOTO-
PbIX B INIyOMHKE HUKTO U HE CIIBIXMBAJL. 3a4acTylo MEAULIMHY TaM MpPeCTaBIsAET BEYHO MbsSHEHbKUI
denpamep B mpoayBaeMoi BceMU BeTpamu OOJIbHUIIE.

Ha, Bce 3T0 Tak, HO. .. ECTb B cebCcKOil )KM3HM OJHO HEOCTIOPUMOE MPENMYILECTBO. B nepeBHe,
B IIIYOWHKE KyJla CIIOKOWHEee KHMBETCs M BOJbroTHee IbImuTcsl. HUUTO He pasmpakaer MOMUHYTHO
Balll CJTyX, HET BOKPYT HU HABSA3UYMBOU PEKJIaMbl, HU TSKEJIbIX YrapHbIX Ta30B. VI KOHEUHO, HUKTO HE
OKpYXaeT Bac MayTHHOW BCEBO3MOXHBIX KaOesied, KaK TO CIy4aeTcsl C KUTEISIMH KPYITHBIX Mera-
ITOJIMCOB.

KoneuHo, ckaxeTe Bbl, MOKHO KUTh HEMOJAJIEKY OT OOJIBILIOrO ropofia, K puMepy B moryyace
€37Ibl OT LIEHTPa Ha MallllHE, U B TO e BPeMs UMETh CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN KyCOUYEK 3€MJIH, TJIe U pac-
CIAONATHCS BCJIACTh. DTO ONTUMAJIBHBIA BAPUAHT, OJHAKO M OH KOE JIJIS1 KOTO TOXe ObLIT HeuJieasieH.

— XopollIo y Hac B MOCEJKe, IeBYOHKHU, HO BCE-TaKU IMOJTHOTO €JUHEHUs] C PUPOION TYT HE
JOCTUTHEID.

Oty (ppa3zy npousHecaa XOpoIleHbKasi, CJIOBHO cTapuHHas (apdopoBasi KyKolKa OploHEeTKa
Jluka. Ona noxanoBasa k Kupe ¢ Jleceil B rocTu B 9TOT KapKUi MIOIBCKUI BBIXOIHOM JIEHb, YTOOBI
HACJIQIMThCSI BKYCHOM €101 U MPUSITHON Oece/Ion.

Jluka npousHecna 3Ty ppaszy, Korjaa Bce TpH AEBYIIKU PACHOIOKIIUCH MO/l TEHUCTOU SI0JIOHEeH,
pasBiieKasich Kaxas rno-cBoemy. Kupa 3aropaa Ha 6e10M MoK peIBaJie, OMHOBPEMEHHO MOTATHBAs U3
BBICOKOTO TOKPBITOTO MU3MOPOCHI0 CTAKAHA CMEIIAaHHBI ¢ MUHEPAILHON BOJOH arnelbCUHOBBIN COK.
Jlecst B XOpoIIIeHbKOM HUISATKE U JIETKOM capadaHurKe JpeMaiia B ramake. JIMka Ha rpaBax rocTbu
3aHsIa caMoe YJOOHOe MeCTeYKO — HOBbIE KayesH, KOTOpble B MPOILIOM MECSIEe YCTAHOBUIM Ha
y4acTKe MOIpPYT.

Kauenu nomyunivich orMeHHble. Ha HUX MOKHO OBLIIO B3JIETaTh B BO3/IyX Ha JOOpPHIE MATh MET-
POB, a MOTOM C BU3IOM HECTUCh BHU3, a 3aTeM CHOBa BBepX. U/ Bce Bblllie, BhIIIE U BHIIIIE!

Ho Jluka nokauuBanach THXOHBKO, MOXUXUKUBASI U O YEM-TO PA3MBIIILISS.

— Her, Hexopol110, — MOBTOpUJIa OHA, — COBCEM HEHUJICAILHO.

— B cmpicnie? — oto3Basiack Kupa. — Yem tebe y Hac He HpaBUTCs?

Jlecst Toxxe poOyauiIack OT IPEMbI M Jake IPUOTK Phljia OJIMH TJIa3, HEOJOOPUTETLHO TIISTHYB Ha
Jluky. Hannace Bemeapesxaunia! He Hpautcs efi! Ckaxu criacu6o, 4to Tedst BooOIe mpuriacuim!
Bosuck TyT ¢ TOOOM, yromai, pa3Biekai, a Thl emie U HeioBosbHa! Crzena Ovl y ceOst toma, pas y
MOAIPYT Ha y4acTKe el He HpaBUTCs!

— A 4TO B TBOEM MOHMMAHUM UJI€asl? — HECKOJIBKO SIJIOBUTO MOMHTEPECOBAIACH OHA. — 3aMOK
B [IBeiitiapun? Hy, n3BrHuM, Ha 3aMoK Mbl ¢ Kupoii noka ere He 3apadoranu. Koraa kymim, o0si3a-
TEJIBHO TeOE CBUCTHEM.

— JleBUOHKH, Bl He OOMKANTECh, paau 6ora! — BcrpeBokmiach Jluka. — 51 coBcem He To XoTena
CKa3arh.

— A 4t0 *%e?

— Tonbko TO, YTO y HAC TYT U COCEU UMEIOTCSI, U JIEKTPUUECTBO, U TeeBu3op ¢ MHTepHeTOM
MPOKJIATHIM !
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— Hy u uto moxoro? — noxana ruiedamu Krpa, MalimHaabsHO OTMETHB, YTO UX-TO, POAUMBIX,
OHA Kak pa3 U He Hama3aJia JIOCbOHOM OT COJIHIA. — Y BCEX 3TO €CTh.

— Ha, — nonaepxaia nogpyry u Jlecs. — QneKTpuyuecTBO — OHO Tenepb Be3jie. M TesieBU30p Toxe.

— B Tom-TO 1 z#eno, 4To He y Bcex U He Be3le! — ¢ BOOyIIEeBIEHUEM BOCKJIMKHY/IA JIuka u
Ja’Ke COCKOUYMsIa C Kauyeseil. — S TyT Ha MpoLUIbIX BBIXOJHBIX OTIAbIXaja B OOJHOM MECTe, TaK TaM
TaKasi [JIylllb, TaKask TUIIb, YTO TPsMO He Beputcsi! OKaxkelbcs TaM U yKe He TPeCTaBIsellb, YTo
B JIECSITU KAJIOMETPaxX €CTh ¥ LIMBIIIN3AIIMsI, U BCE 3TH BPEHBIE INTYKH.

— He nonsna. Kak ato?

— A oueHb npocto! Bbl 4T0-HUOYAb CIBIIIATH PO SKOIareps?

Pazymeercsa, Kupa c Jleceii cipimanu. BecbMa monHas ¢uika a1 yTOMJIEHHBIX LIIYMOM U
CYETOM JKUTeJel KPYITHBIX MeranonucoB. Takoi BU OTIbIXa MOJIb3YeTCs BCe OOJbIIIEeH U3BECTHOCTHIO
Y TIOMYJISIPHOCTBIO CPEIM M3/IEPraHHbIX B O0phOe 32 HAKMBY OM3HECMEHOB.

Ho camu nonpyru 10 cux rnop Kak-To He pacCMaTpUBAJIX 3TOT BUJL OTJbIXa B KAUECTBE aJIbTEP-
HaruBbl Ceitmenam win Kapudam. [TycTh B 9Konarepsix paspiekaloTcs Te, KTo nmodorave. A st HUX
BIIOJTHE CTOJIUTCS ¥ OKEAHCKUI [IECOYEK.

— Tsl KaKk X0Ouellb, a 51 B CBUHAPHKUKE KOMaThCsl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI 3aropaTh Ha OEJI0M MecouKe
Ha Oepery Mopsi, He HamepeHa! D10 ke mpocTo AUKOCTh! CTOMBKO JIET YeJIOBEYECTBO YXOOHUIIO OT
TaKOM JKU3HU, a Tenepb uTo? B3sTh 1 CHOBa K HEW BEPHYThCS?

— Ho Benp He HaBcer/a xke! B 3ToM-To U mipesiecTh Takoro Buja OTabIxa!

[onpyru nepernsHymmch Mexay codoi. HeT, naxke Ha Bpemsi OHU He XOTesI Obl OKa3aThCsl B
CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTH Oe3 JIEeKTPUIECTBa, a ClIeJoBaTe/IbHO, Oe3 Teruia, CBeTa, TeJeBnu3opa u. .. [lepe-
YHCIATH OJlara UBUIM3AINMH U TIOBCEMECTHOM IeKTPU(pUKAIIMU MOKHO OBUIO 10 OECKOHEUHOCTH.

Henapom ncnonb3oBaTh B XO35HCTBE JEKTPUUECTBO HAYalU €llle MpU Lapckod BiacTu. [la
1 OOJIBIIEBUKH BO TJIaBe C JEAYIIKOW JICHWHBIM OTJIMYHO MOHMMAJIM ero mpenMyiiecTsa. [lepByio
JIaMTIOUKy JIIOOOBHO Ha3blBaM «jIamroukord Wibmua» — mo umenu Brnaaummupa Wimpnua Yirbs-
HoBa-JIeHNHa, KOTOPBI BHEIPUJI IEKTPUUYECTBO M CBSI3AHHBIE C HUM BO3MOXHOCTH B HapOIHOE
XO3SIWCTBE.

— He 3Hato, — HepemmTenpHO npotsHyna Jlecs. — Kak-1o 310 crpaHHo.

— W HeGoch OrpOMHBIX JIeHeT CTOUT!

— A BBI 4TO, HE MOXeTe ceOe MO3BOJIMThH HEMHOKKO MOTPATUTHCA? — MPE3PUTENIHHO CKPUBUIIA
rpuMacky JIvka, KoTopast He BBIHOCHJIA Pa3rOBOPOB MPO OEHOCTh U Oe3/IeHEeKbe.

Nwmenno no stoil npuuuHe Jluka pa3Benach yxe ¢ AByMSl MYXKbSIMU U Telepb HAXOIWJIACH B
AKTUBHOM IIOMCKE CJEAYIOIIEero. DTOT TOYHO AODKEH ObUI B OTBET Ha BCE €€ MPOChObl HEM3MEHHO
paccTerrBaTh TOJICTHIN KOIIEIEK W ofessATh JIMKy HeoOXOMuMoi cyMMoi. DTO ObLIIO €TUHCTBEHHOE
TpeboBanue JIuku K ee Oyaymemy Myxy. M ObUIO yAMBUTENBHO, YTO TIPH CTOJIb CKPOMHBIX 3aIIpocax
OHa TakK JO0JI'O OCTAETCs OfIHA.

Jluka nmepeexana B mocenok «YynHelid yrojok», rae xwi u Kupa c Jleceil, cpaBHUTEIHHO
HegaBHO. C MOMEHTa ee BCeJIeHUsI B IMyCTYIONIMI KOTTEIXK MPoIuIo He Oonee noyrona. Ho 3a stot
cpok JIuka ymyapuiach ctath AylIOi MECTHOU TYCOBKU. Bce ee 3Haiu, 1 0Ha co BCeMU 30pOBaJIach,
MIPUBETIIMBO YIbIOAsICh B OTBET.

V Jluku Obl1a HeOobIas (PUPMOUKa, 3AaHUMAIOIIASICS IEJIOM BEChbMa CKYYHBIM, HO JOCTAaTOYHO
MpUOBUTLHBIM: IIIWJIM HA 3aKa3 IITOPHI, BEIad KapHU3BI U ellle YTO-TO B TOM Xke Iyxe. Kpome Toro,
ObLT MarasuH, B KOTOPOM TOProBJIM IUTHBIMU TKaHsIMH, prBe3eHHbIMU U3 Utanmuu u ['epmanum.
Dto ObUIO yKe moBecesiee. B oOmem, JInka Oblia BIIOTHE COCTOSIBINASCS U COCTOSTEIbHAS MOJIOfast
JaMa, HO cama OHa CBOEH ’KU3HBIO OCTaBaj1aCh HEIOBOJIBHA.

— Bce y MeHs ecTh, TOIBKO My’Ka XOPOILEro He XBaTaer.

Ho B Havane nera Jluka mpusHagach CBOMM COCEIKaM, YTO Ha MPUMETE €CTh MOIXOASAIINN
KaBaJiep, KOTOPbII BIIOJIHE MOXET CTaTh €€ TPETbUM O(PULIMAIBHBIM CYITPYTOM.

— He dera moemy niepBoMy, He IIbET, o y3HaBasa. M He ryneHa. beut xeHat, HO pa3Belics.
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— A nouemy pasBesncsi? — TyT ke HacTopoxuiachk Jlecs.

— XKena ot Hero coexana.

— Thl TaM C HUM CMOTPH MOOCTOPOXKHEE, AEPKU YIIKM Ha MAKYIIKE, OT XOPOIIUX MYKHKOB
6a0bI ITPOCTO TaK HE YXOMAT, — 3aBOJTHOBAJIACh yxe u Kupa.

— IIprumHbI MX pa3Boja 51 MOKa A0 KOHIIA He BBISICHUIIA, HO MHE KaKeTCsl, YTO BUHOBATA UMEHHO
xena. He Bce sxeHmmHbI xopornue. Boock, uto KocTuky 1octanach UMEHHO Takasi.

— 3nauwr, ero 30ByT Koctuk?

— Ja. Y 310 OH npuriacui MeHsl Ha IPeJCTOSsIIINNA YUK-9H] Ha «KpacHoe 03epo».

— Kyna?

— Tak Ha3pIBaeTCs 9KOJIAreph, O KOTOPOM 51 BAM PaccKa3bIBaja.

— DT0 TaMm, TJie HeT ANMEKTPUUYECTBa, ropsiueit Boabl 1 IHTepHeTa, HO IPY 9TOM 3a MPOXHUBAHUE
HY)XKHO 3aIIaTUTh OeleHsle AeHbru? — yrounmia Kupa.

— NmenHo. U 51 xo4y, 4TOOBI BBI [TOEXAIN CO MHOU.

— Mmb1? — xopom nopasuiuck noapyru. — Hu 3a uro B xu3uu!

— lHs1 He IPOXUBY Oe3 TesieBU30pa M KMHO. YeM s1 Oyly 3aHUMAaThCsl B 3TOM IUTyIIu?

— U nener xainko, — nodaBuia paccynurenbHas Jlecs. — Ecmm yx Ham ¢ Kupoii mpucnaur, Mel
roejieM K Moel TporopoaHoi TeTke B TBepb. Y Hee COOCTBEHHBIN TOMUK, KOPOBA, KO30UKH, MITHIIA
Besikas paszHasi. OHa Ham OyzieT cTpaiHo pajna. Koneiiku ¢ Hac He BO3bMET, a HaeIMMCSI TaM OT ITy3a.
VY Hac B ceMbe BCE JKEHIIUHBI OTIMYHBIE TIOBAPUXU — 3TO HacieacTBeHHoe. Ho ters Hans — uro-to
ocoOeHHoe. 3a ee MUporaMu 1 61MHaMu U3 camoit MOcKBBI e314T. [IoToMy UTO BKYCHO OY€Hb.

— Ho neBouku! — B3monuiace Jluka. — Ilpu uem Tyt kakue-To TeTKUHbI uporu? MyuHoe ais
¢uryps1 BooO11e BpeaHo!

— VX He Bpe/iHee, ueM NMPOBECTH BHIXOJHbIE O€3 JIEKTPUIECTBa IIe-TO B UyKOM JJOME B TIIYIIIH.

— Ha neno B apyrom! Caenaiite 310 pagu MeHsi! MHe o4eHb HYKHO... OUYeHb!

— 3auem?

— Xouy, 4T0OBI Bbl CaMU B3[JIsIHYJIM Ha Moero KocTuka.

— 3auem, ecJIM Thl ¥ TaK YXe BCce peria’?

— Ouenb 6010Ch OIMMOUTHCS U HA TOT Pa3, — COKPYIIEHHO Mpu3Haiach Jluka. — f yxe He Tak
MOJIOAA, MHE UCTIOJHUIIOCH. .. MMM... O0 3TOM Kak-HUOya» notoM. Ho rnaBHOe, 1 He MOTY OIlu-
outbesi cHoBa! Ecim ¢ KocTKOM HIUEro He MomyduTcsi, MHE YKe He ToMath )KUPHYIO peiOKy! Beex
BBUIOBSIT PIOAYKH MTOMOJIOXKE U C JIyUIIIed CHACTHIO.

— Tol HacTosIIas KpacaBuiia!

— Cnasics tede 3toT Koctrk!

Ho Jluka 6buta 6e3yTenina. OHa gaxe BCIUIAKHYIA, CETYsI HA YePCTBOCTD MOAIPYT, K KOTOPBIM 32
9TO BpeMsl yCIiena MPHUBSI3aThCsl BCEM CEpIIIEM, a UM, OKa3bIBAeTCsl, HA Hee COBEPILCHHO HAIUIeBATh.
N xorpa Kupa c Jleceit 1ocTaToyHO pacTporajiuch M pacuyyBCTBOBAIUCH, JIMKa TpuUBesia MOCIeqHUMA
JOBOJ;

— W notom, 51 Belb OTUIAUMBAIO OT/BIX, Oepy Bce pacxonsl Ha ceOs1! Hy uro? YroBopuia s Bac?
ITovimute, 1)1 MEHS 9TO OYEHDb BaXKHO!

Uro ObUIO JenaTh MoApyraM B Takou cutyaruu? KoHedHo, oHM TONUIM Ha nioBony y JIvku u
JaJTi CBOE COIIacHe MoexaTh BceM BMecTe B Kojarepb «KpacHoe 03epo», 0 KOTOpOM UM B CKOPOM
BpPEMEHH MPHIILIOCh TOPBKO MoxkaneTb. Ho 00 aToM pacckas Bnepeau, a moka uto u Kupe, u Jlece He
TEpPIIEJIOCh PACCIIPOCUTH XOPOIIEHBKO JIMKY 0 TOM, KaK ke B 9KoJarepe BCe yCTPOEHO.

Ho Jluka, 3apy4YmBIIICh MX COTJIACHEM, HE CTaJsla BAABAThCS B TIOAPOOHOCTH.

— Camu yBuuTe! — TOJIBKO M CKazasa oHa. — Tam OyaeT uynecHo. M BsitTepoM Mbl TIpoBeieM
YYJIECHBIN YUK-3H].

W He yTouHUB, KTO OYAyT T€ JBOE, KOMY IPEICTOMT MoeXaTh C HUMH, JIMKa Jierko BCKOUMIa Ha
HOTY U YHECJIach IPOUb. Y Hee BHE3AITHO OKa3aJI0Ch BEJIMKOE MHOKECTBO eI, KOTOPHIM OHa JAOJIKHA
ob1a yneauts Bpemsi. [lonpyru xke nocne yxona JIMKu HEJOJITo OCTaBAIMCh B HEBEICHUH.
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Jlecst cxommna B IOM 3a JIMMOHHBIM KOKTEHJIEM CO JIBIOM, & TaKke MpUHEecTa HOYTOyK, U U3
WHTtepHeTa moapyry y3Haiu, 4To sKonarepb «KpacHoe 03epo» — 3To He UTo MHOe, KaK cTapasi, Cyllle-
CTBYIOIIIas ellle C COBETCKMX BpeMeH TypOa3a, KOTOPYIO HEIaBHO BBIKYITUJI KAKOK-TO JIeSATE b U MOJ-
HOCTBIO MIepeoOOpyI0Ball B 9KOJIOTMYeCcKuil arepb. Pacronaranack ona Ha camoil rpanuie ¢ Kape-
nveit. I Mecta TamM AefCTBUTENIBHO ObLIIM UyHECHBIE.

Ho BOT B 4eM MMEHHO 3aKJII04aioch epeodopyoBaHre TypOasbl, HOAPYTH TaK XOPOIIEHBKO
Y He TIOHSUIH, CKOJIbKO HU pasriisiabiBaiy KapTuHkH B Cetn. Kak um kazanock, Ha ObIBIIIEH TypOase
HUYEro He u3MeHmoch co BpeMeH Coserckoro Coro3a. Bee Te ke nepeBsHHbIe JOMUKH U JIEC BOKPYT
HUX.

— Cpaercs MHe, 4TO 3TOT 3Kojarepb npocro oOMan! Xo35MH He 3aXOTel BKJIAJbIBAThCS B
MOCTPOMKY HOBBIX IOMOB, BOT U IIpUIyMal 3Ty (PUILKY!

Kupa 6pu1a Bo3myteHa. Onu ¢ Jleceii paboTanu B chepe Typu3ma, OTIPABIISIIN JTIOACH K Terl-
JILIM MOPSIM U B JajIbHUE CTpaHbl. MIHOT/Ia UM TOXe Ka3aloch, YTO T€ Typhl, KOTOpPbIE OHU MPOAAIOT,
MoTJM ObI CTOMTH MJIOCTB Tozierensie. Ho 6paTh ¢ KIIMEHTOB AEHBIY 3a TO, YTOOBI T€ JKIJIM B HUIIETE
U paspyxe, 0e3 eKTPUIEeCcTBa, ropssueld BOAIbl M TEJIEBU30pa, — JI0 3TOr0 OHU HE JTOIyMaJIUCh.

Jla v Kakoii 4esloBeK cTasl Obl TUIATUTh Takue JIeHbru? Pa3Be uTo TOT, KOMY MX COBCEM [IeBaTh
HeKyza.

— C xwupy Jogu Oecsrcs.

— Hy nagHo, che3num yx pazodek. Bee-Taku ¢10BO gayiu.

— Tem Gornee yto 310 Beero Ha mapy auei! Huuero ¢ Hamu 3a napy JHer He CiyquTcs!

Ho kak nokazasio Oyayiiee, 3T0 ONTUMUCTHYHOE 3amMevaHue Jleck coBceM He COOTBETCTBOBAIIO
WCTHHE.

B OGnukaiinnyio NSATHUILY B TPH Yaca JHS MOAPYTH BCTPETUIIUCH ¢ JIMKOI U ellie OHOM JeByIII-
KOH, KOTOpYIO Ta IIpeJIcTaBuIa Kak CBOIO Moapyry Bepy.

— MBbl Cc Hell APYKUM ellie co MIKOIbHOM cKambu! — nporedetana JIvka. — Bepa takas cnaBHas,
Takasi ToOpeHbKasi, HO BOT B XM3HHU €il coBepiieHHO He Be3er! He ymeer ycrpamBarh cBOM Jefa
COBEpIIIEHHO!

Kupa c Jleceil yxe 10CTaTOUHO U3YyUMIU CBOIO MPUSITEILHUILY, YTOOBI TIOHSITh, KAKOW MOATEKCT
CKpPBIBAeTCS 32 ITUMH cjoBaMu. Bepa Obuta HeOorata. ITo ObUIO BUAHO IO BCEMY €€ BHEITHEMY
o0muKy. Y Bpsij Jin ee MOXHO ObLJIO YAMBUTH U MOPAIOBATh MOE3/IKON B dKonarepb. Hebock oHa B
CBOEH KM3HU BIOBOJIb HaxJieOaslach OJOOHOTO Typu3Ma M cervac it pa3HoOOpa3usi HEMHOKEIKO
OBl TIOrpesiack B To xe Typuuu.

Ho npyx06a — Benukas Beip. Paju Hee Jioau IeNaloT Takve B, KaKue UM B TIPUHITUIE U B
roJioBy Obl He IPUIILIO JiesiaTh. BoT 1 Bepa exana Bmecte ¢ JIMKo#, XOTsI OBLIO BUIHO: YOBOJIbCTBUS
el 3TO MyTeIIeCTBUE HE JOCTABJIsIeT.

— Ox, He 3Halo, a KaK TaM XOTh KOPMSIT? — IMpOBOpUaJIa OHA, MOYI00Hee yCTPauBasiCh Ha Cujie-
HbE.

— A TteGe yumib Obl XKpaTh! — HEMEJICHHO OKpbiciiiach Ha Hee JInka. — He o Tom TebGe Hago
nymatb, Bepa! He o Tom!

[onpyru ¢ ynuBiieHneM B3MISIHY/IM Ha JIMKY, OT KOTOPO# MpeXk/ie HUKOTa He CIBIIIATN TAKUX
PE3KuX CJIOB B ueil-moo agpec. OO0byHO JIMKa HEM3MEHHO cusiia YIblOKoW. M NeByIKY qake npu-
BBIKJIM CUMTATh €€ KAKOU-TO yXK CIMIIKOM. .. KapaMeJIbHOM, uTo Jii. OKa3bpiBaercs, JIuka ymeeT ObITh
1 coBceM Apyrou. 1 Henb3s cka3arh, YTO CUMITATUYIHOM.

Ho Jluka yxe u cama 3aMeTnIia pou3Be/ieHHoe elo BrieyarieHne. OHa CoXBaTUIaCh M CHOBA
3aynbioanack. Bepa ke coBcem He oOuienach Ha BHIXOAKY MOAPYTH.

— Be3 efibl TOXe HeNb3s1, — MPOBOpYaia OHA MUPOTIOOMBO. — Tak-To BOT.

Bepa Obl1a 1eBYIIKOM KPYITHOM, C JJTMHHBIMU CBETJIO-PYCBIMU BoJlocamu. HekoTopast moiHoTa
HHCKOJIBKO €€ He MOPTUJIA, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OblIa KaKasi-TO HEOOBIYAHO 3/10pOBasi U MOJIe3HAsT OKPYT-
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70cTh. B HyXHBIX MecTax Bepsl ObIJIO MHOTO, B JPYTMX OY€Hb MHOTO, HO U TaJIHsl Y Hee TOXe HaOo-
JaJach.

Jluka xe Obuta peasibHO TOIIEH. DTH 1BOE ObLIM CTPaHHOH Mapor. ManeHbKasi, Xyaas 1 BepT-
nsBast JIluka, KoTopasi BEUHO YTO-TO OPraHM30BBIBANIA, YCTparBajla U Moarotaareaia. Y 6onbias,
yIOTHas1 ¥ cpa3y BUjaHO j00pas Bepa. Bepa padorana B ¢pupme CBOEro maribl, KOTOPBIA MOCTOSIHHO
I'PO3WICS YBOJIUTD CBOIO JJOUb 32 JIEHb U HEPACTOPOITHOCTh, HO HE YBOJIBHS, KaJeJl.

Bripouem, TMIIHMX JIEHET OH €l ToXke He IUIAaTWJI, TaK Kak CUMTal — He 3a uTo. 1 Ha nogapku
Bepe paccuutsiBath Obu10 Heuero. Ee mana yien u3 ux cembu, Korzaa Bepe UCroTHuIoch msTHaIaTh.
3a mpoleamve moYTH /IBa AeCcsATKa JIeT O0JIb HECKOJIBKO MOyTHXJIa, Bepa cHOBa Havyana oOmarsces ¢
oruoM. Ho oH He ycraBai noBTopaTh Bepe, uto y Hee Tenepb ecTh iBE€ MJIaJIIINIE CECTPEHKH, KOTOPbIE
HY)X/IAI0TCS B OTILIE Ky/ia OOJIbIlie, HeXeJIM OHa — ero cTapiiasi 404b. Eil Hy’KHO CTAHOBUTBCSI HAKOHEI]
camocTosiTeJIbHON. Y1 OH — poAgHO# oTell — B 9TOM Bepe 0XOTHO OMOJKET.

[NepBbIM ¥ OCHOBHBIM ITyHKTOM 3TO¥ MOATOTOBKM Bepsl k OyyIneil caMOCTOATETbHOMN KU3HU
ObLIO TO, YTO OTEll HE JaBaj CTapIlei J0YepH AOMOTHUTENbHBIX JEHEr CBEpPX TOro HEOOJBIIOro
OKJIaJ[a, KOTOPBIY TIOJIOKMII e TTpu TipreMe Ha paboTty. B orBeT Bepa Toke He cTpeMuiach U3 KOXu
BOH JI€3Th U CTAHOBUTHCSI MHULIMATUBHOM 1 SHEpPruyHOM. Ee BIosHe ycTpanBaio TUXOE IIaBaHue 1o
BOJIHAM JKM3HU: aBOCh K KAKOMY-HUOY/Ib Oepery v MpuobeT.

JIvka e ChI3MaJIbCTBa ObLTa «3aTOYEHa» TIOJ] TO, YTOOBI pa30oraTeTh U C/Ie/IaTh 3TO KaK MOKHO
panbiie u ObicTpee. Takue pasHble, JBE MOJIOJAbIE XEHIMHBI TeM He MeHee ObUIM B HACTOSIIUIA
MOMEHT B OJTHAKOBOM TOJIOXKEHUU — 00€ HE 3aMYKEM.

OnHako B MPOTUBOIONOKHOCTD JIMKE, KOTOpOW MPHIIUIOCh 3aBOEBBIBATH JIPYkOY JEBYIIEK
HECKOJIbKO MecsilieB, K Bepe oHM 00e MOYyBCTBOBAJIM PACHOJOKEHUE MPAKTHUECKH MTHOBEHHO.
Kakasi-to oHa ObUIa yAMBUTENIBHO JOMAIIIHSSA U CIOOHAS, CIIOBHO OYJIOUKa C U3IOMOM.

— Hy 4ro, neBuoHkwu, naBaiite 3HaKOMUTHCsI! — pousHeca Bepa, pazmecTuB cBou Teseca Ha
CUJEHbE, ITPU ITOM Bce BpeMs JIMKa Ha Hee HeI0BOJIBHO IUIIENa, IOTOMY UTO KoJjbixatoascs Bepa
Melllana el KpacuTbCsl U HABOIUTh OKOHYATeJbHBIM MapadeT. — Ham ¢ Bamu npunercs nposectu
BBIXOJJHbIE OOK O OOK UyTh JIM HE B MAJIATKe, TaK s IOHUMAIO.

— Ha miokc paccuuteiBaTh HE IPUXOIUTCS?

— Jla naiHO Bam, IeBOYKH, — HeOpexHO Opocuia JInka, KoTopasi 3aKOHUIIA TIPUITYIPUBATHCS U
MOATPABJIATh MAKHUSIK HA JIEBOM IJ1a3y, KOTOPbI YEM-TO OCMENINJICS BbI3BATh €€ HEY/IO0BOJIbCTBUE. —
A u 11 Bac KaBaJIepoB MOJbICKAIA.

Ara (ppaza MUToM MOJHSIA HACTPOEHUE BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX y4acTHUI] 3Kcneauuuu. Ilpeacros-
MM OTIBIX MUTOM TI€PECTasl Ka3aThbCsl MM OTBPATUTEIBLHOU 00Y30i M 4ylIeCHBIM 00pa3oM MpeBpa-
TWJICSI B HEUTO BOCXUTHUTENILHOE U YBJIEKATEJIbHOE.

— Jla Tb1 4yTO?

— JIukouka, 3T0 ke MpocTo cymnep!

— A k1O OHM?

JIMKWH OTBeT cierka oxJaaui noapyr. Bo-nepBbix, KaBanepo ObLIO BCETO TPOE, CUMTAast BMECTE
¢ Koctukom. A Tak kak Koctuk 0wl yke 3ape3epBupoBaH JIMKOM, TO IPyruM JeBYIIIKaM OCTaBaJIOCh
JIMIIb JBa KaBaJsepa.

— Hapnerocs, He nogepetech? — noakosiona ux Jluka.

— Huuero, — cronuecku B31oxHy/1a Bepa. — He nogepemcs.

W nosepuysimck B cropony Kupsl ¢ Jleceit, npeaioxuia:

— Bepure napHeii cebe, TeBOYKU. A S YK TOIOXKIY /IO CIEAYOIIETro pas3a.

— Her, uto To1! Tak Henb3s1! Bynem aepxarbcsi Bce BMecTe.

Jluke 310 npeoxkenue Jlecu He caMIIKOM NMoHpaBuiIock. OHA SIBHO TUIAHUPOBAJIA 3a BBIXOJ-
HBle Tak 00paboTaTh KocTuka, 4ToObl K MOHEICTBHUKY Y HEro IMPOCTO He OCTAJIOCh APYroro BBIXO/A,
KpoMe Kak Ipeiokuth JInke cBoto pyky u cepate. Hy u 6ankoBckwuii cuer, pazymeercsi. Tyt Jlecs
HaKOHEll He BbITepIlesia U CIPOCHUIIA:
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— JIuka, a stor TBOM Kocruk, o dorar?

— Jla yx HeOeqieH.

— U ero npy3bs Toxe?

— C romnbIThOO0 51 OB €My 00IIATHCS He TIO3BOJIUIIA, — MTPEe3pUTeIbHO (hripkHYIa JInKa.

JIMKy HUYyTh HE CMYILIAJIO, YTO y €€ MPEAIOoNaraeMoro KeH|uxa Moo ObITh MTHOE MHEHHE Ha
9T0T c4eT. OHa BOOOIIE peIKO MPUCITYIIMBAJIACh K 4y)KOMY MHEHUIO. [la v 3auem 3To ObLIO el HyKHO?
OHo Beb, U3BECTHOE [IEJI0, PeIKO ObIBaeT JeCTHhIM. UyKoil YeloBeK, OH Ha TO U YyKOW, YTOOBI
KenaTh 351a MasieHbko JIvke. ClienoBaTeibHO, 1 MHEHUE Y HETO MOXKET OBbITh TOJIBKO TAKKM. .. 3JI0-
nevickum. Heuero u ciymars.

Pexe Oynerib ciaymarh 4yXue COBETHI — Iiejiee OCTaHelbcsi. MeHsblne OyaeT ciyniaTh, 4ero
XOTAT Apyrue, OOJIbIIe MOMYYHIIb caMa.

B o6mem, JIuka HacTpousiach Ha PEIIUTENBHYIO CXBATKY, B UTOre KOTOPOH OHA JOJIKHA ObLIa
OKa3aThCsl MOOEUTENILHULIEH B OSJIOM TIOIBEHEUHOM Hapsizie.

— Ha «KpacHoe 03epo» rononpasiisl BooO1ie He e35T. Eciu s1 BaM cKaKy, CKOJIBKO s OTala
BCETO 32 3TOT YUK-3H]], Y BAC BOJIOCHI 3AIIIEBEJISATCS, TIe OHU ellle OCTAJIHCH!

— U ckospKo ke Tl 3aruiaTtuia’? — nomooonsiTcTBoBaa Kupa.

JIvka HaKJIOHWIACh K HEW M TpolIenTaia CyMMy, OT KOTopoit Kupy Murom 6pocuiio B Kpacky.

— Ter Bpewn!

— Knsaycn tebe.

— Ho 310 *e crpatiHo goporo!

— A g 1ebe 0 yem? HyxHO TycoBaThcs B TEX MeCTaXx, IJie IJIaBaeT KPymHas pbioa.

—Hy a ot Hac-To TeGe uTo Hy)HO? — HenoymeBaia Kupa. — Tsl Be/ib HE MPOCTO Tak MpUIIACKIIA
Hac noexars ¢ To0on? YV 1e0s ecTh I HAC KaKoe-TO Je0?

Kupa pocratouno pazoupasiach B JOISX, YTOObI TOHMMAT: 3aryiadeHHble JIMKON JeHbru Tpe-
Oyetcs orpaborars. Korga Jluka 3Bana ux ¢ coO0id, OAPYTY MPEAToarajif, 4To peub UIeT O mape-
TPOWKE THICSY Ha BCIO MX KOMITAHUIO. BoJIbIlero JOMUKH-pa3Baioxy, KOTOpble OHU BUEM Ha (pOTO-
rpacusix caiita «KpacHoro o3epa», HUKaKk He CTOUJIM.

— KoneuHo, s1 mpuaymaa [isi Bac 3aHsTHE Ha 3TH BbIXOHBIE. UTO 51, COBCEM HEHOpMaJIbHAs —
Takue MoJapku faenarsb? Her, KoHeuHo, 51 Bac 04YeHb JI0OMI0, HO BCEMY K€ €CTh pa3yMHBIN Mpefer.

Kupa kuBHYysa royioBoii ¥ npo cedsi MOKJISIach, YTO Kak TOJBKO €l rmomajaercs: 0aHKOMaT, OHa
CHUMET C KapTOYKH TpeOyeMylo CyMMy U OTIacT 3a HuX ¢ Jleceil. OHM He MOTYT IMPUHUMATD OT KOTO-
00 Takue Aoporue nogapku. JIloOol nmogapok TpedyeTr «OTAapoK». A TaKOW JOpOror — TeM doee.

Cesa3biBaThesl ke ¢ JIuKoi, monagars K HEll B JOJITOBYIO WM MHYIO 3aBUCUMOCTb Kupe urto-
TO COBEpPILIEHHO pacxoTesnock. MIX Muiias npusTeIbHULA 32 KOPOTKHUI OTPE30K MyTH, KOTOPBI OHU
MpoJesaid BMECTe, ycresa MMoKa3aTh MHOKECTBO CTOPOH CBOEW HaTyphl, KoTopble Kupe coBcem He
HPaBUJIHCh.

Ho 6ankomMaToB, Kak Ha3yo0, He Tonaaanock. M Kupe npuiiiock NoHeBoJIe CTymaTh, 4To ke 3a
3aJaHue puayMaa JUisi Hux JioBkasi JIuka.

— 4 Xouy c Bareld MOMOIIIbIO TIOHSATh, KaK e Ha caMoM jejie oTHocutcsl ko MHe Koctuk. A
TS TOTO HYXKHO, YTOOBI MEHSI TIOXUTHJIH.

Kupa, xoTopast Besia MalmHy, HEBOJIBHO AEPHYJIA PyJib, U3-32 YETO aBTO BUJIBHYJIO B CTOPOHY,
BBI3BaB IPOMKUI Bo3m1ac Bepsi.

— AX, 4100 Tebe!

Brpouem, okazanock, uto Bepa cepmutcst coBceM He Ha Kupy. B3risan ee Obl1 ycTpemyieH Ha
JIuky.

— CHoBa 3a crapoe MPUHSIACH? — THEBHO CIPOCWIIA OHA y moApyru. — Majo tebe Asmka?
CHoBa Ha MOJBUTHU TOTSHYJIO?

— Bepa, 3amomun, — npormurnena B otBeT JInka, mpruiemM HeBOOPYKEHHBIM I71a30M ObLIIO BUJIHO,
YTO Ha Cel pa3 OHa 3I0POBO pa303jieHa. — 3aMOJIYM, WK s 3a ceOsl He pyvaroch!
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— JInuka, Hy He Hay10! — Teneps yxe xkaoOHO npoTaHyaa Bepa. — He nenaii atoro! He noener
TeOs1 310 J10 100pa! PaHblie He JOBOIWIIO U TETEph HE I0BEIET.

— 3arkHuch! — B3BU3rHy/a JIuka. — 3aTKHUCH WU BbiMeTaiicst u3 Marmnbl! Kupa, ocraHoBu!
Bepa Hukyna e ener!

— A BOT 310 (purymku! — HeOXMIAHHO BocIIpoTHBUIack Bepa. — Hukyna Tel MeHs1 He BBIKM-
Hers! 3axouy u noeay. U pot MHe He 3aTtkHenb! Byny roBoputs, 6ymy! Y BooOIe, st Oymy AefcTBO-
BaTh Oe3 TBOEH YKa3KH, BOT TaK BOT!

— l'oBopu, — 37110 npurypuia rasza Jluka. — Tonbko He oueHb MHOTO. M He 3a0bIBaii: y MeHs
TOXE MMEeTCsl, UTO MPO TeOs cKa3arh.

U Tak kak Bepa 3amonmuana, JIuka permia qoouts ee:

— He cmeit mue ykasbiBaTh. TBOe MHEHHME BOOOIIIE B pacyeT Opath riryno. Vi Thl 3a0bl1a, Kakas
ThI 1ypa? 3ab6wiia npo dImutpus CrenanoBuya? 3a0biia mpo 3amynuno? BemoMHu, Kak Thl pelaaia
u3-3a 31oro tuna! JIo cux nop MHe MPOTUBHO, KAKON TPANKOW Thl OKa3ajach!

— Ortkyaa Te1?.. 3a4eM Thl IIPO HEro cervyac BCIOMHMIA?

Jluka Huyero He otBeTMIa. A Bepa noGneanena u MuroM 3amosrdana okoHdaresbHo. OHa Oyk-
BaJIbHO SI3BIK MTPUKYCHJIA M BpOJie OBl JaXke CTajla MEHbIIIE POCTOM.

Bechk 3TOT pasroBop, abCOMOTHO HEMOHSITHBIM MOAPYramM, TeM HE MeHee MPOM3BeT Ha HUX
HEMPUATHOE U JJaXKe TATOCTHOE BIleUaTieHue. Y JBYX MPUATESBHUI, C KOTOPBIMU OHHU OTIPABHIIUCH
Ha YMK-3H] KyJa-TO JaJeKO 3a ropo, ObLIO SIBHO HEMAJIO TEMHBIX CTpaHMIl B mpouuiom. M eciau
J0opora Havyajach C FPOMKOM CCOPBI, TO UTO K€ UX JKAET Briepenun?

Ho, x cuactsio, JInka ymena aepxartb ce0s B pykax. OHa ObICTPO YCIOKOMIIACH TIOCIIE pa3roBopa
¢ Bepoii. Bo BcsikoM citydae, TouHO ObIcTpee, yeM cama Bepa, koTopast kak 3a01iach B yrojl MaIlIfHBI,
TaK TaM U CUjielia, He TIOIHUMAsI TOJIOBHL.

— leBoukn, He oOpaiaiite Ha Hac ¢ Bepoii BHUMaHusl, — npoiederana JInka, BHOBb CTAHOBSCh
MSITKOH ¥ MYIIUCTON. — MBI ¢ Hell IOCTOSTHHO [araeMcsi, HO TIPY 3TOM MBI JIyUIIIie TIOPYKKH.

— MBI Tak MOHSUIH, YTO THI 33/fyMajia HEUTO Takoe, B YeM Bepa He XoueT MpUHUMATh yJacTHsl.

— Ax, He oOparraiiTe Bbl Ha Hee BHMMaHus1! Bepa Takas 3anyga! O6oxaer, 4ToObI BCerja u Bce
MOCTYIAJIH 110 TipaBwiam! A s 3ayMasia HeBUHHYIO Iy TKY, IPYKeCKU po3bIrphiil. V1 BB MHE B HEM
nomoxerte. Camu TOHUMaeTe, HbIH4Ye O0e3 HaJeKHbIX TIOMOIITHIKOB HUKYIA. A 51 BaM 3a 3T0 Oyay Tak
OarogapHa, Tak OarojiapHa. .. 4To JaJibllie MPOCTO HeKyaa!

— U 4ro *e MBI JOJDKHEIL 11 TeOd caenars?

— 51 e roBOpIO, BHI IOJKHBI OyzieTe M300pa3suTh MOE TIOXHUILICHHUE.

— INoxuienue?

— [Noxuienue?!

Bepa Hudero He cipocuiia, OHa JIMIIb U3/ajia CIABJICHHBIA CTOH, HO B 9TOM CTOHE CJIBIIIAIOCH
BCe, UTO OHa AyMaeT Mo noBofay 3aaymanHou Jlukoi agepsl. Ho eciiu Bepa 3Hasa unm, BO BCIKOM
cllyyae, JIoraJibIBajiach, 4To 3aresiia ee noapyra, To Kupa ¢ Jleceit ObUTH B MOJTHEHIIINX HEIOHATKAX.

— Yo 32 noxurienue? — momotasa rojgosoit Kupa. — JInka, 00bscH HOPMAITBHO!

Jlvka KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM U C PaIOCThIO IPUHSIACH OMUCHIBATH TIOAPYTraM TO, YeM UM MPecTo-
SJTO 3aHATHCS Ha BBIXOAHBIX 32 ToponoM. [Toxoxe, 3To ObLJIO TO BElIMKOE JeJI0, Paaud KOTOPOro OHa
CTOJIBKO BpeMeHU «JIpykuiiack» ¢ Kupoii u Jleceit. To, paau yero oHa noiiia Ha HEMbICTUMBbIE 7151
ee KollesbKa Tparel. To, Ha YTO OHa BO3Jaraja OrpOMHbBIE HaJekIbl U K 4yeMy Bepa ucrbIThiBasa
TaKoe e OrPOMHOE OTaceHHe.
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I'maBa 2

PacckasbiBath JInka ymesna oueHs xopoio. S3bIk y Hee ObUT MosiBerieH Kak Hajo. He mpornio
Y YETBEPTH Yaca, a MojpyraM ee IpeylokeHHe yke He Ka3zaloch TakuM yx Tukum. U naxe Bepa
3alleBe/Iach B CBOEM YIUTY M BblIajia apy OOOPSIOIINX PETUIUK.

— Huuero, 1eBUOHKH, — MUPHO Tyesia OHa, — 3TO TOJbKO B MEPBBHIM pa3 CTpalHO. A MOTOM
BTATUBACIIBCA M HE 3aMeyaelllb, YTo Jieaellb.

— Hayio nonnmars, Tel yke HEOOHOKpATHO Nomoraina JIuke B ee «IMOXUIEHUSAX» ?

— bouio neno. [IpaBaa, paHblie-To Mbl Bcerja BABOEM YIPaBIsUIUCh. B TOJK He BO3bMY, 3aueM
JIvke B 3TOT pa3 MOHAA00MIIOCH CTONMBKO Hapoaa? A, JInuka? Thl MHE He CKaxkelIb?

— Tb1 mMeHst Oornblile He ycTpauBaelb. S 3Hal0, 4TO THl MPOTHUB. M GOIOCH, HE CTaHEeIIb MHE
MIOMOTaTh KakK CJIedyeT.

— Ecim He 1, TO KTO TeOs ynepxut? Koctuk — xopommuil napeHs. He Hafio ¢ HUM Tak... Kak
C OCTAJIbHBIMU.

Ho Jluka Huuero He oTBeTWJIa W BOOOIIE MpeanodnTaia He oOpamarh Ha Bepy BHUMaHMs,
CJIOBHO OMacasich, YTO BHOBb COPBETCS Ha HEW.

Ona pasrosapusasa Tonbko ¢ Kupou u Jleceid. U o cinoBam JInku BBIXOOWIIO, UTO NOAPYraM HE
HaJ0 HUKOro noxuiuare. Bee caenaer cama Jluka. Cama ce0s1 ykpaJer, cama OMECTUT B HaJIeKHOE
MecTo. A Mopyram TOJbKO M Hafl0, YTO CBSA3aTh €l PyKH, a IOTOM MuaTbcs npssMukoM K Koctuky
¥ 1300pakaTh epesi HUM CTpax U ykKac.

— Camoe 171aBHOE, YTOOBI OH MOBEPHJI B TO, YTO MUJIALIMIO BHI3BIBATH HEJb3SI.

— ¥V Hac Tenepb HNOJULIKS.

— Bce paBno! I'maBHoe, utoOb1 KocTuk obormerncst 6e3 3BOHKa B MEHTOBKY !

— Toraa yx B noauMuoBKy!

— 3arkHucsk, Bepa! — nmporeanna ckBo3b 3yosl JIuka. — [ToHsina Te1 MeHs? [IpocTo 3aTKHKCH!
4 yxe xanero, uto BooOmie no3Baia teds. Kupa c Jleceii kyzna sydiie cripaBsTcs ¢ IeJIOM, YeM T,
KJyma!

Ho Bepa oOunenach He Ha Kilylly, a Ha HEIoBepHe MOAPYTIH.

— Bor Tb1, JInuka, kakas! A eme B apyx0e MHe Kjsnack! Pa3Be s BUHOBara, 4To He Takas
ObIcTpast 1 YyMHas, Kak ThI? BOT 51 Tebs1 Bce paBHO 00O, @ THI MEHsI OOMKaelb !

Bepa 3arutakana, Ho yremars ee KuHyJach onHa Jlecd. JIuka u mazom Hu Moprayna. OHa 1po-
I0JIKajla MHCTPYKTHpOBaTh Kupy, BO30yKAEHHO IOBTOPSISI OJHU U Te K€ YKa3aHWs, CIIOBHO XOTeJa,
YTOOBI OHU OTIIEYaTaInuCh B MO3ry Krpbl HamepTBo.

— JloMuK, B KOTOPOM MeHsI OyZieT AepKaTh 3JI0[eHi-TIOXUTUTEIb, HAXOHUTCS HETIOZIAJIEKY, B ObIB-
I1IEM [TMOHEPCKOM Jlarepe, KOTOPOMY He Tak MoBe3Jo, Kak «KpacHomy o3epy». Jlarepb HUKTO /10 CUX
MIOp HE BBIKYIWJI, M OH TUXO BeTIIaeT. Tam yxke 1aBHO HUKTO He kuBeT. Ho Kpblllin Ha JoMax elie
umerorcs. Jloxap MHe He OyaeT crpaiteH. [la 1 HOYbIO CTaHeT JIydllle, €CJIM BOKPYT YEThIPe CTEHBI,
a He TOJIbIM JIeC.

— ITorogu, Thl Bce 3TO Beepbe3?

— Hy koHeuHo! A T Kak gymana?

—41... 5 He 3Hat0, — pactepsuiack Kupa. — 3auem Tebe Bce 9T0 HyKHO?

— 4 310 penao uckmounTenbHO paau camoro Koctuka, — cepbe3Ho npousHecna JIluka. — OH
takoi aymka! Takoii nmarka! MHe kaxkeTcsi, oH MeHs1 TpocTto o0oxaeTt! Ho OH Takoii HepelmTeTbHBII.
Bce HuKak He OTBaXXUTCS c/ieNIaTh MOCEAHMI ar. MHe TOJIbKO M HYKHO, YTO JIETOHBKO MOITOJIKHYTh
€ro B BEpHOM HallpaBJIeHUH.

— Ho nouemy 7151 3TOr0 HYKHO, 4TOOBI TEOS1 KTO-TO MOXHIIAT?

— Kak TbI He MOHMMaeIb, 310 ke nposepka! KocTuk nomken ucmyrarbcs 3a MeHs! OH I0JKEH
MPOSIBUTH CBOU JIyUILIE MYKCKHME KauecTBa.
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— W nomxeH, s Tak MOHMMAIO, 3aIUIATUTD BHIKYI MTOXUTHTENSIM ?

— Bepno Meichvib! — o0pagoBanack Jluka. — OtmrmuHast unest! BoT co cBoero nepBoro si BHIKyIa
He oTpeOoBaa, U Takas MoyvmiIach mpomMainka! MeHs-To OH Halllesl, HO Ha paJIoCTsIX HAIWIICS, Aa
u... AX, dero tam BcriomuHats! Ceituac Mbl roBopuM nipo Kocruka.

— JlagHo, BeIKYM 32 TeOs1 Koctrk cobeper. TeOs HaiiieT. A majbiie 4to?

— JlasbIiie Mbl C HUM CHITPaeM IBIIIHYIO CBagb0Y, a BbI BCe OyaeTe MOoapyKKaMu HEBECTHI.

— A ot Hac-To 4To Tpedyercs?

— He pomyckarsp, uto6sl KocTvk BBen B UTpy MEHTOB. BOT ¢ MOMM BTOpBIM MyXeM... Tam B
€710 BMEUIaJIMCh Orepa, KOTOpbIe OUYeHb OBICTPO MEHsI HAIILUIU U, YTO 3HAYUTEIIBHO XYyXKe, JI0raJasInch
000 BceM. [IpHiuioch 3M0pOBO MOTPATUTHCS, YTOOBI OHM HUYETo HE CKa3zaliu MoeMy keHuxy. [a,
TOT/1a s IePeXna HECKOJIbKO HEMPUSATHBIX MOMEHTOB. Ho B 3TOT pa3 Bce HOIKHO MPOUTH UAEATBHO!

— To ectb KocTuk MOMKeH MmokazaTrh ceOs ¢ caMOH JIydilieid CTOPOHBI? 3ariaTuTh 3a TeOs
BBIKYTI?

— Bot umenHo.

—Hy... A ecnu 3T0r0 He pon3onaeT?

— Torna s 6yny odeHb B HEM pa3oyapoBaHa, OUYEHb!

— Ho 3amyx Bce-Taku 3a HEero noijens? — eXuaHo ouHTepecoBasiach Jlecs.

— Ioviny! — permmrensHO oTBeTmia eit JInka. — [Noiiny, HO Ge3 Besiko# pagocTu!

Ja yx, Tsokeno ObITh keHIMHON. Kakue ToibKo uaen He MPUXOAST B XOPOIIEHbKHE KEHCKUE
T'OJIOBKH, TIOKPBITHIE MBIIIHBIMU Kyapsamu! Kyna Tam MyKHKaM ¢ X BEYHO CKYYHOW CTPHKKOH WM
paHHe MenKon !

U Bce ke Koe-4ero nojpyru He MOHUMAJIH.

— Hy a mb1 TeGe 3auem? BriosiHe goctatouHo ObLIo Obl U OTHOW Bephl.

— Bo-miepBbIX, BbI ke BUIUTE, KAK OHA HETaTUBHO HACTPOEHA. A BO-BTOPBIX. .. HAa 3TOT pa3 Oyaer
MHOT'0 HApOJ1y CO CTOPOHBI KEHMXa — LIEJIBIX JIBA €r0 JIyUIIIUX ApYyra. A 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO 5 TOKE JOJDKHA
BBICTABUThH JIOCTOMHBIX OrmoHeHToB. [loHnMaete, Bepe onHOI He ClIpaBUTBCS C TPeMsl MyXKUKaAMH,
€CJIM OHHU HaJlyMaloT OOpaTUThCS K MEHTaM WJIM BOBCE peliaT cOexarh !

— A 4r0, THl paccMaTpUBacelllb U TakOW BapuaHT? — nopasuiack Jleca. — Tel nonaraenisb, 4To
TBOM KOoCTHK MOXeT cOexarh, OCTaBUB TeOsl B pyKax MOXUTUTENEH?

— B npuHuune He nomkeH. Ho B JKM3HM HET HUYETO HEBO3MOKHOTO.

Hano nonarats, 3roMy Hayuwin JIMKy /1Ba ee MpeAbIAyIIIX 3aMyKecTBa. UTo ke, OCTaBaIoCh
TOJIBKO MOXKAJIETh IEBYIIKY, HAOPABIIYIOCS TAKOT'O HETaTUBHOTO OMbITa. M MOMOYb eii B HOBOM Ipe/I-
MIPUSATHH.

— Bynem Hazesithest, uto KocTHK OKaskeTcst IOCTOMHBIM TBOEH JII0OBH, — nojieesia utor Jlecs. —
A co cBOEH CTOPOHBI MBI T€OE TIOMOXEM YeM CMOXKEM.

— Bce paBHO Bejib, 51 Tak TIOHUMAIO, THI BJIE3€IIb B 3TO MPEIIpUsITHE.

— Tak syyie Mbl moMoxeM Tebe, pa3 yK OTTOBOPUTH TeOsI He MOTydaeTcsl.

Jluka MOMeHTaJIbHO TIoBecesienia. Y majbHerImid myTh TpoIesT B TIOOBU U COTTIACUU MEKITY
BCEMHU YYaCTHHILIAMHM TpecTosiei apepbl. Kak n3BecTHO, HUUTO Tak He COMMKAEeT, Kak COBMECTHasI
paboTta. A oHa noapyram u Bepe, cyzsi o Bcemy, Ipe/ICTOsIIa OYeHb OOJbIIasl.

IMo npuesne Ha «KpacHoe 03epo» BBISICHUIIOCH, 4TO KOCTHK ¢ Ipy3bsMU IIie-TO 3a1€pXKUBAETCS,
Y JIEBYIIIKAM IPUIILIOCH 3aCEIAThCS B TOMUK CAMOCTOSITENTBHO.

— 5 3ape3epBrpoBaa 1 BCEX HAC OIMH JOMUK, — IMOsICHWIA UM JInka. — A KoCcTuk ¢ py3bsamMu
OyleT KuTb 10 coceICTBY. Bpoze Obl 1 psiioM, HO Bce-Taku He BMecTe. He xouy maBath moBoia ajis
CILIETEH.

— Komy?

— Hy... Bcem. [Toxuts BMecTe Mbl ¢ KOocTHKOM ycrieeM | 1ocjie CBaIbOBI.

Cyns mo Tomy, Kak roopuia Jluka, cBanpOy ¢ KocTHKOM OHa yxke cuMTasna AeiIoM pelieH-
HbIM. U mipencrosiiiee uCnbiTaHue )KeHUXa POBHBIM CUETOM HMUYEro He MOIJIO U3MeHHTh. JIuka mpo-
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CTO XOTeJia ellle 0 CBaJbObl U3yUUTh CBOETO MYXKUHMHY, TIOHSAThH A0 KOHIIA, 4TO OH 3a ¢ppykTt. Hy a
MOTOM yXke JIeWCTBOBATh, UCIIONIB3YSI MOTYUYEHHYIO TAKMM 00pa3oM WH(OPMAIIHIO.

— JIuka, a TBI yBepeHa, 4TO Bce XOPOIO Mpogymaa’?

— O pga! O6a Moux OBIBIIMX MyXka MPU3HABAIMCH, YTO JO TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK MEHS TIOXUTUJIH,
He ObLTM YBEpEeHBI, UTO XOTAT KeHUThcst. Ho mociie Toro, Kak eiBa He MOTepsiIi MEHsI, OHHM CJIOBHO
MPO3pe M MUTOM TIO3BAJIA MEHSI 3aMYK.

— 3Hauur, Koctuk ere He caenan tede mpeaaoxeHus?

— Her noka, Ho obs13atenibHO caenaet! Bor yBuaure, s yeqy oTciofa yxe HeBecTou!

OnrumusMy JIMku octaBasioch TOJBKO Mo3aBua0BaTh. Tak uro Kupa He crasia ee yroBapuBaTh
WJIM OTTOBApHMBaTh, a MPOCTO OIJIs/IeNach 1Mo ctopoHaM. UTo 3a Mecto Takoe 310 «KpacHoe o3epo»?

Hudero Heo6sraroro Kupa Bokpyr ce0s1 He yBujena. Bee To ke camoe, uTo Ha ¢hoTorpadusix
B Certn: KocoOOKMe jomiaTeie JOMUKHA. HekoTopble BOBCe pa3BaIMIMCh, M UX CHECIIM, OCBOOOIVB
MECTO JIJI HOBBIX ITOCTPOEK, KOTOPbIE OBUTH TOYHBIMU KOITUSIMU CBOMX cocefiel. To ecTh qoIaThIMu,
XJIUIKAMU ¥ yOOTUMH.

— He nonumaro, KoMy MOXET MOHPABUTHCS JKU3HB 371ech. OHU OBl elle MaJaTK! MOCTABHJIH !

— OHHM TYT €cTb.

—Yro?

— Ha, na. Y camoro Oepera B Jiecy pa3OUT MaJaTOYHbIA TOPOIOK /IS XKEJNAIOIINX MOOBITh KaK
MOHO OJMke K TIPUpO]IE.

Kyna yx 6mike? Pa3se uTo B caMm MOX, KOTOPBIH pOC BO3JIe KPbUTbIIA, 3aKonathes. Jlec TyT Obut
Bcioy. Mex 1y MaJIeHbKUMU JJOMUKAMH CTOSITT BEKOBBIE COCHBI U1 Oepe3bl. A M0jI HUMU POCIIH TPUOBI,
ObLTM pa30OpOcaHbl KYCTHKU OPYCHHMKU C TIEPBBIMHU SITOJKAMH U TIONAJAIMCh YePHUYHBIC TOISTHKU.
Camas oObprHast TypOasa, rue Jlece ¢ Kupoit 1oBenoch B I0OHOCTH U IETCTBE MOOBIBaTh HE OJMH Pa3.
Toraa 3TOT OTABIX CTOMJI CYIIME KOTIEHKU, CIUTAIICS CAMBIM JIEMOKPATUYHBIM U TIOTOMY HEIOPOTHIM.
Yro xe u3MeHm10ch ceityac?

— 3axpasich oAU, BOT UTO, — ITpoBopyaia Bepa, koropas coBHO mpounTtana Micu Kupbr. —
Ha cBoux KypieBensx u Baramax ukpoii ¢ JaHrycramu 0ObeJIHCh, TeTrleph Ha TAaKOW BOT OT/IBIX MOJIa
nonuia. A 1Mo MHe, Tak BOBEK Obl clofia He cyHynach. Komapsl, yCIoOBUI HUKAKUX. A y&K KOPMIT. ..
Kyts! o 3anmaxy uyto! 1 mo numam 6emosar, KOTOpble U3 CTOJIOBKU BBIXOAAT!

[MuTaThcst MOXKHO OBLIO TMOO B OOIIEH CTOIOBOM, TMOO TOTOBUTH CAMOMY Ha WH/IMBUIyaTbHOM
KOCTpE WJIH OISATH ke Ha OOIIel MevKe, KOTopasi CTosiIa BO JBOPE M TOIIJIACH JJPOBAMH.

— [IpuHOCHUITIb BA3aHKY CyXHX JPOB U3 Jieca — MOXeIllb PUTOTOBUTH ceOe 00e. Kussie nepe-
Bbsl pyOUTDb HEJb3s1. 3aTO rpuObl U SITOIBI cOOMpaii cede BBOJIIO.

Ceituac ObLT ce30H yepHUKH. [lomananack B jecy M MPUITO3IHUBIIASICS 3eMJITHIUKA, a TaKKe
HAYMHAJIM co3peBaTh Aronku OpycHuku. M Bepa manwpoBana B cBOOOAHOE OT MOXuIneHus JIuku
BpeMsI TIOTIOJIHUTD 3aMlachl A0 M TPUOOB HA 3UMY.

— Mama y MeHst OoJibliasi OXOTHHIIA JIO SITOAHOTO BapeHbs. A U3 YEPHUKHU OHA cebe Kucein
BapuT. OveHb 1151 KeTyJKa U I71a3 ToJe3Hast Belllb.

BHyTpu oMUk oKazasicsl Taxe Xyxe, 4eM cHapyxu. Ha ynuiie XoTst Obl CBETHIJIO COJTHBIIIIKO,
TeJTM ITUYKH, Y Ha IyIiie ObLJIO CBETIIO ¥ PaJJOCTHO. A CTOMJIO BOUTH B IOMUK, KaK AyIIly HEMeIJIeHHO
OXBaTbhIBaJIa TOCKA. BHYTpH ObLJIO CyMpPavHO, XOJIOMHO Y MAaXJIO TO JI MbLIBIO, TO JIU TUIECEHBIO, TO JIN
TeM | JAPYruM BMecTe. Tak Kak 3JIEKTPUIECKHM CBETOM TYT MPHHIIMINAIBHO HE MOJIb30BAUCH, TO
OCBeIIaTh JIOM MPeAIarajoch TyIYMHOW I MACTISTHBIM CBETHIIBHUKOM, KOTOPBIN J1aBal KPOXOTHBI,
MOYTHU HUYETO He OCBEINAIONINI OTOHEK — TJICIOITYI0 TOUKY.

— A cnatb MbI Te Oynem?

Bwmecto otBera JIuka ykaszasna Ha TOOpOTHO, HO TpyOO CKOJIOUEHHBIE TOMYaHbI, HA KOTOPBIX
JIeXKaJO CEHO.

— DKOJIOrMYECKH YUCTasI IpEBECHHA. A CBEpXY CyXHe TOJIeBbIe M JIECHBIC TPABBI.

— A Genbe?
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— 3a GenbeM MBI ceituac cxoquM. OHO TYT U3 JIbHA UM KOHOIUTU. [la BB HE paccTpanBalTeCh,
JEBYOHKH, CKOPO BCE 3aKOHYMTCSI, M Mbl BEpHEMCS K OylaraM IUBUIM3aIUK. MHe TyT HpaBUTCS He
6oubine Bamero. Ho uro nopgenats, ecmm y Koctrka Takoi cBoeoOpasHbIil BKyc. EMy TyT oueHb Hpa-
BUTCS.

UYepr ¢ aumM, ¢ Koctukom. OH MykHK, eMy ISl CYacThsl MHOTO He HaJo — OyThUTKA BOIKH,
HeMyJpeHas 3aKycka W nymieBHas kommaHus. A Kupa ¢ Jleceit — neBymku. M a1 Toro, 4toosi
YyBCTBOBaTh ce0s1 KOM(POPTHO, HYKHO Kyza OOJIbIIIe.

— A 1716 MBI MOXEM MOMBITHCS1? — TIPOIOJIKAIIH JOTIBITHIBATHCS MOIPYTH.

— Bo aBOope ecTh KOJIOHKA. A elle MOXHO UCKYNaTbCs B O3€pe.

— 310 ™Mbl noHsK. Hy a MeIThCS-TO THE?

— Tak B 03epe 1 TOMOETECH.

— B camom o3epe?

— A eme TyT ecTb OaHsl.

VYenpimap npo 6aHio, AEBYIIKM HEMHOTO OKMBUJIMCh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 00OMAyTCsl OHU Oe3
BaHHBI, U 03 TIeHbl B BaHHE Toxke oOoumyTcs. Yaii, He koposeBbl! M Ha ceHe MOCHAT, pa3 Yk Tak
nonyyrioch. [IpoTUBHO, KECTKO U KOJIKO, HO UTO nofenaenib. Eciu JIuke HyKHa UX TOAIEP/KKA, OHH
el MOMOTYT.

— XOTsl, €/ YeCTHO, ee TUIaH MHE KaXeTCsl BeCbMa COMHMTENIbHBIM, — MPU3HAJIACH TTOAPYTe
Jlecs1, moka eBYIIKY 1T K OaHe.

— W 310 eme msarko ckazano! Eciiu aTor KocTuk He KpyIiibiid Jypak, TO OH 00SI3aTeIbHO MOYyeT
TOJIBOX.

— Ara. U eme 10T BBIKYI. .. JIyuiie Ob1 JInke ero He mpocuTh. My>KUMHBI MHOHM pa3 4YepTOBCKU
KPETIKO JIepKaTcs 3a CBOM JieHbIr. byap erie JIuka ero 3akoHHOM jKeHOH, a Tak. ..

— bynem Hagestbes, uto KocTUK He U3 TakHX.

— He 3Hai0, MHe KaxeTcs, uyTo y JIMKU oueHb MaJlo MaHCOB!

Bans okazanach caMbIM HOBBIM M KPENKUM coopykeHueM Ha «KpacHom o3zepe». OHa Obuia
o0Ieli, HO MYXYHHBI C JKeHIIIMHAMHM MBUIMCH 10 odepenu. Ceiiuac Oblla odyepenh MYXKYHH, a Ha
TMIOJISTHKE Tiepes] OaHel pacrooKIIOCh HECKOJIBKO KEHIIIMH CaMbIX pa3HbIX Bo3pacToB. K ynuie-
HUIO TIOPYT, BCE OHU SIBHO MPUHAJIEKAIU K BBICIIEMY U cpeHeMy Kjiaccy. OO 3TOM rOBOPHIIN UX
ofiekAa, 00yBb, YXOKEHHbIE PYKH C MAaHUKIOPOM U JIMIIA — Oe3MSTEKHbIC U IT1aJIKHe.

MHor#ue Takke He pelIICh PaccTaThCs C TOPOrMMH YKpaIIeHUSAMH, HO skeMuyT oT Tuddanu
Y OpWJIJTMAHTBI CMOTPEJIUCH B JIECY KaK-TO HEYMECTHO.

— Cmortpu, Kakue nanpl! JIuka Hac He oOMaHyJs1a, 3TO MECTEUKO TOJIb3YeTCs TIOMYISIPHOCTBIO
Cpeny HyBOPHILEH.

K yauBnenuio moapyr, u3 6aHM BMecCTe ¢ MYXYMHAMHU BBIILUTA U HECKOJIBKO JeBylieK. OHU
BECEJI0 CMESUIUCh U, KaXKeTCsl, HUUYTh He ObUTM CMYIIEHbl CHTyaluel. PackoBaHHbIE, KpacHBbIE U
BeceJIble, OHU HaIJIO IJIS1/Ie/IM HAa BO3MYIIEHHBIX JKEHIIMH Ha TIOJISTHE.

Kaxk nonsum noppyru, my:x4unHsl Ha «KpacHoe 03epo» npues:xaiu He TOJIbKO CO CBOMMU 3aKOH-
HBIMH ’KE€HAMH, HEBECTAMU WM A0UepbMU. TYT 4aCTEHBKO MOSBIISIIMCH AEBYIIKH U3 CITYKOBI 9CKOpPTa
U CIly4JaiiHble TOAPYXKU OOraThix OW3HECMEHOB, KOTOPbIE XOTEIU YCIIETh OTXBATUTh OT TOW KU3HU
BCE.

[TpoBoxaemMble HEAOBOJIBHBIMY B3IVISIAMH JIaM STH MTAIIKH YIOPXHYIIHU MTPOUb, YBOAS C COOOM
CBOMX MYKYMH. A KEHIIMHBI OJHA 32 APYTod OTHPABUJIKCh B OaHIO. Y KakIOW U3 3TUX 0c0o0 Ha ee
yJacTke sIBHO Oblla COOCTBEHHAs] KaMeHHas1 OaHs WM JJake HeCKOJIbKO, CUUTas TYPEIKYI0 TTAPHYIO
u OacceiiH.

Ho BOT TOJIBKO OHM TOUEMY-TO HE XOTEJU MBIThCS B HEre W POCKOIIM, UM TOXe ObUT HyXeH
9KCTpUM. XOTsI ObI TAKOM, KaK COBMECTHAS MIOMBIBKA BCEro OOMOH 1A B IEPEBEHCKOW pyOJIeHOM OaHe.

— biun, He3noposas (urhs, — pyranacek Jlecsi, Hacmex ornoiacKuBasich MoJI CTPYSAMHU e1Ba TeTl-
JIOW BOJBI.
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Hymia Tyt Toxxe He Obu10. [TonmBaTh Apyr pyra MpUXOAMIOCh U3 KOBIIUKOB. A KHITSTOK 4yep-
naTh U3 OrPOMHOIO YaHa, MOJ KOTOPBIM JIeHb U HOUYb TOPEJ OroHb. XOJOJHAsI Boja OblIa HAJIMTA B
cocenHeM Oake. Kak MOHsUM JeBYIIKY, OHA 1IUIA IPSMO U3 03epa, KOTOPOE HaXOAMIOCh UyTh JajibIle
CaMoro JKoareps.

CMBIB ¢ cebst JOPOXKHYIO TIBUTh U YCTAJIOCTh, TIOAPYTY MOYYBCTBOBaIM ceds ydme. Ho Bce-
TaKM J0 KOHIIA HE MOIJIU MOHSATH, KaK 3TO UX YrOpa3Anio OKa3aTbCs TYT.

— A 40, ecniu Ham yexatb? [Ipsmo ceituac, a? MHe TyT He CJIMIIKOM HPaBUTCS.

— Bo-niepBbix, nepen JInkoi HEY1OOHO.

— Jla Hy ee c ee 3areeii!

— W motom, Mbl TpUBE3/IM JEBUOHOK Ha Haiel mamuHe. Kak onu yenyt orcioga?

— BoI13oByT Takcu!

— U eme Mbl He BepHyaH JIuke ieHbIU.

3acnymaBmuch JIMKUHOM UCTOpUeid, MOAPYTY Mpo3eBaid Bce OaHKOMAThl, KOTOpPbIe ObLIH Y
HuX Ha myTH. Hy a Ha «KpacHom o3epe» Takoii yciyru He OblJIo, BCe OIJIaueHo 3apaHee. A TOBapoB,
1151 TIOKYIIKM KOTOPBIX MOTJIM MTOHAIOOUTHCS ACHBIY, B JIeCy He ObLIO.

— MBI MOXEM ChE3IUTh B COCEIHUI MOCEJIOK, TMOMBITATHCS CHATh ICHbIH TaM.

— INoromu. Ynupare Mbl Beerna ycreeM. [laBaii MOKUBEM TYT XOTS ObI JIHEK, ITOCMOTPHM, YTO
na Kak. MIHTepecHo ke Bce-Taku MOCMOTPETb, KaK HbIHYE JIIOU OTPhIBAIOTCS !

Jlecs He cTana copuTh. XOTsI OHA yXke COCTaBIIIAa MHEHHE 00 OKPYKAIOIIHNX ee JIOsX, ¥ ObUIO
OHO JAJIEKO He JieCTHBIM. Bnanesnsiibl «KpacHoro o3zepa» — jKyJUMKU U TPOXOAUMIIBI. A OT/IBIXAIOLIHE
— Iypakd. A Kak WHa4ye Ha3BaTh JIOAEH, KOTOPHIE COIVIACHBI IUIATUTH OelleHble JEHBIU 3a TO, YTO
MOXHO TIOJTyYHUTh TOPA3ZIo JelIeBie, eclii BooOIe He Japom!

—INoexanu ObI B IepeBHIO K KaKOW-HUOY/L 6a0y/IeuKe J1a ¥ TIOKUIN Obl y Hee HeJIeJIbKY-TIPYTyIO.
Janu OBl 32 3TOT OTABIX CTApPYIIKE AECATYIO YaCTh TOTO, YTO OHM 3aIUIATHIIM 3/1€Ch: M UM XOPOIIIO, 1
el ObI Ha T1eJIbliA ToJ] 0e30eTHOM JKU3HU XBATHIIO!

— Ha rog — 310 ThI 3amaxHysack. Ho nmpubaBKy K MeHCUU cTapyIika Obl moaydria — 3To (axT!
Ho TbI He yunTBIBaeIIb OIHOTO MOMEHTA.

— Kakoro xe?

— Hy, oTnoxHyT OHUM B JiepeBHe, BEpHYTCSl B TOPO, a Jasbiie 4to? YeM OHM MOXBacTaloTcs?
Tem, 4To KO3y JOUIM U ¢ OAOKOW YMHBIE Pa3rOoBOPHI 3a KU3Hb BeJIM 32 BeuepHUM daem? OHO UM
Hasi0?

— A 4T0 Xe UM Hajo?

— Kak ur0? «KpacHoe 03epo» — MECTeuko BBITIEHAPEKHOE, Aake nacocHoe. Thl HOCMOTpHU O
cropoHaMm. Kyaa HU TUTIOHYTh — TIONJIeIIb B KPYITHOro OM3HECMeHa WM Juteparopa. la TyT coou-
patotcsi camble cUBKU. CKaskellb, YTO MPOBEJT BHIXOJHbIE TYT — TeOe YecTh, CllaBa, yBaKeHHEe U BCe-
oOmras 3aBUCThb. Pajin 3TOr0 croa OONBIIMHCTBO JOAEH U €AyT, a YK TOYHO HE pagyl COJIOMEHHBIX
MOIYIIEeK U KU3HU B MOTEMKAX !

Ha o6parHom nyTu U3 GaHu Mopyry 3arutyTand. Bee 9TH 1oMUIIIKH, 3aTepsiHHBIE B Jiecy, Ka3a-
JIUCh M COBEPILIEHHO OIMHAKOBBIMU. [1070iIs1 K OMTHOMY M3 HUX, OHM CTaJM CBUAETEISIMH CCOPBI
MeKy MY KUYHMHOU U KeHIIMHOM. ['ooca Obuti moapyram HesHakoMbl. Ccopa Oblia Jajieko He JTI0O0B-
Hoi. CMbIcnia ee MOApYyTy U3ajieKa yiaoBuTh He cymend. [logxonuts Onmxke He COOMpaTUCh, OYEHb
UM HYKHBI Uy’KHe CKaHAabl. M mo3TOMYy 10 MX CllyXa COBEPIIEHHO CIIy4ailHO JOHECIach BCEro mapa
dpas.

— Tol MeHs moacTaBWiI! — BU3KA KeHCKHI rojioc. — KuHys MmeHst Ha 6a0ku!

— MeHs caMOoro KMHyJH.

— 910 oT™Ma3KU. BepHu Mou JeHbru.

— 51 Bce TeGe BepHy! [axe c mpoueHTtamu! Tonbko OTCTaHb OT MeHsI, IpuIMIania!
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[Tpu 3THX clIOBax IBEph IOMUKA PACTIAXHYJIACh, U M3 HETO BHICKOYMII HIMPOKOTUICUYMH MY KUMHA.
3a ero CnuHO| B MpoeMe ABEpH MEJIbKHYJIO OJIe/IHOe KEHCKOE JIUIIO, & TIOTOM JBEpPb 3aXJIOMHY/IACh.
My>K4MHa CKpPBUICS B 3apOCIISIX, a TOAPYTU MOOBICTpee MOLIUIN MPOYb.

PazpickaB cBOI COOCTBEHHBII IOMUK, OHU HE CPa3y CMOIJIM TYy/a MOMACTh. 3/1eCh TOXKE KUIISIH
CTPAacCTH, XOTsI ¥ HECKOJIBKO MHOTO poJia.

— U Bce paBHO 1 He MOHMMAIO, TIOYeMy TeOe MaJIo MEHS OJJHOU | — YCIIBIIIAIU TIOAPYTY OOMKEeH-
HBIA rosioc Bepbl. — 3aueM TeGe MOHATOOUKCH el1le U TH JIEBYOHKH ?

—3a TeM, 4TO OHM OBICTPO COOOPaXKAIOT. 3HACIllb, KaKast O HUX B «Yy/IHOM YroJKe» HIeT ciaBa’?

— Kakasa?

— VX Bce cuuTaloT onbITHRIMU CchiliiiiaMy. OHU BIIBOEM PaCITyTaH yXke He OTHO JIEJIO.

— W uro?

— A TO, 4TO CUTyalys ¥ B IPOLUIBIA pa3 e[Ba He BBIILIA U3-TI0]1 HAIIIETO C TOOOW KOHTPOJISI.
Hac cracio tonbko 4uymo. A uro Oyzuet cefiuac?

— $1 cnpaBuack Toraa, CIpPaBIIOCh U HA 3TOT pas.

— Bepa, s Te0s ouenb o000, HO He TiepeotieHnBai ceds. Tol mypa. A Kupa ¢ Jleceit ganeko
HE IJIyTble, XOTS U JIETKO TIO3BOJIMIIN 3aypUTh cebe rooBy. OHHM CTaHYT MHE TIOMOraTh OeCIiIaTHO
B TOM, 32 YTO JIpyTrue B3sUTH Obl OOJIbIINE JIEHbIH.

Tyt Bepa BoIITIsiHY/Ia U3 OKHA, YBHIEJA TOAPYT, CTOSIIMX BO3JIE TOMHUKA C PAa3UHYTHIMHU PTaMH,
OMKHYJIa ¥ MUTOM cripsiTanach Hazal. CIycTsi CeKyHIy ABEpb OTKPbUIACh U HA IOPOTe BO3HUKJIA YJIbI-
Oatommasics JIuka.

— Mowu kpacaBuiipl! — caMbIM 4TO HH Ha €CTh 3a/yIIIEBHBIM TOHOM BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa. — Kakue
BBl MOJIOJIIbI, YTO CXOAMJIM U YMBUTUCH. [TO0CBEk e 1 MoXopoleny pa3oM JieT Ha aecath! MHe Toxe
HaJ0 OBl YMBITBCSI, @ TO TIO CPABHEHHUIO C BAMHU $1 IPOCTO YyMHUKa !

Jluka nmy4ynsach yapIOKOM M pacToyasia KOMIUIMMEHTHI oApyram 1o aeny u 6e3. OdasiHue ee
ObLIIO BEJIMKO, W OBIO OYEHb TPYAHO MOBEPUTH, UTO elle HeJaBHO JIMKa OT3biBajach O MoApyrax
COBCEM MHAue — XOJIOAIHO, PACYETIIMBO M JaXke C J0JIel HEMPHUSA3HH B rojioce.

Tenepp 310 cHOBa ObLIa Ta camas JInka, KOTOPYIO 3HAJIM MOAPYTH: YIbIOUNBasi, odasTeIbHas,
AyIIKa ¥ JJaroyvka. Tak 4yTo nmogpyram oueHb 3aX0TeJI0Ch 3a0BbITh O TOM, UTO OHH CJIBIIIIAIIH, U TIOJTYYaTh
HaKOHeI| OT )KU3HU oOeranHble JINKOW yIOBOIbCTBUSI.

— A 4ro0 ke Haiu KaBajepbl? OHHU yxke CKopo IpueayT? — cripocuia Jlecs, HoaCyIrBast BOJIOCHI
nosioteHeM: eHa, pazymeercsi, He ObLIO, KaK U 2JIeKTPUIeCTBa.

— Oi, 51 xe BaMm erie He ckazana! Koctuk yxe ckopo Oyger! Bot Tombko. ..

— Yro? — He yzmepxkanach OT Jierkoi noakoiku Kupa. — OH Oosnbllie He cuuTaeT Te0si CBoei
HEBECTOU U MPUBE3 JPYryio?

— Her! Tunyn Bam Ha sa3bik! IIpunymaere xe takoe! Her, Tyt apyroe... [leno B ToMm, 4tO
Koctuky ynanock npuriacuth ¢ coO0i TOJIBKO OJHOTO JIpyTa.

OpHoro apyra? To 4YTO ke, OOUH KaBajep Ha Tpex cBOOONHBIX AeBymiek? [logpyru pazoua-
POBaHHO MeperIsiHyIMCh. Kak oHM yXe ycrienu 3aMeTHTh, Ha «KpacHoe 03epo» npuesxani B OCHOB-
HOM KOMMaHHUSAMH U napamu. OJUHOKMX MYXYHH, C KOTOPBIMH MOXHO ObUIO Obl TIOZHAKOMHTBCS,
TYT MIPAKTUYECKH He ObLIO.

W uto OynyT nenatsb ABe He npurisHyBIrecs npustenio Kocruka name? Kycars 10KTH, 3aBU-
J0BaTh U TUIAKATh B TIOMYIIIKY ?

— Ilpmexan Tonbko OOWH KaBaiep? — HE CKpbIBas CBOETO pa304yapoOBaHUs, MEpPecrpochiia
Kupa. — Boixonut, Ml ¢ Jleceit MmoxeMm ye3xkarh?

— Her! [Touemy? — Bcnonommiack Jluka.

— Ho ecnu mpuexaii BCEro JBO€ MyKUMH. ..

— Bbl MHe eliie HYXHBI, Bbl 32a0bUTH ?

— Ho pa3sBe Bbl ¢ Bepoil camu tenepsb He cripaButech? [IBoe Ha JBOE, Thl k€ TOBOPUJIA.

— BbI 107KHBI OBITH PSIIOM, — YIIpsIMO Bo3pasuiia JInka. — Bel MHe 310 obemmanu, moHsm?
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Ee mManuakasbHas HaCTOMYMBOCTD 3apyUYMTHCS MOAJEPKKOM MOAPYT yKe HE MPOCTO HACTOpa-
’KMBaJa, OHa Havauia myrartb. Bunumo, JInka 4to-To Takoe mpounTaia 1o JIMIamM coOeceJHULL, TTOTOMY
YTO MOJOILIA K HUM MOOJHKE ¥ OBICTPO TpolIenTaia:

— JIeB4OHKM, MHE IpO3UT OMacHOCTh. Tosbko HU ciioBa npu Bepe!

Omnacnocts! Torga, KOHEUHO, Apyrou pasroBop. Eciu aesno He B npuuye JIMKu, IpsiMo CKakeM
HE OYeHb YMHOM, TO BO BCEM JPYroM MOAPYTY TOTOBBI ObUTM il OXOTHO MmomMoyb. Ho moroBoputh
npu Bepe He nonyyanock. JInka mouemMy-To He XOTesla paccKas3blBaTh O CBOMX MPOOJIeMax MpH Heil.
A n36aBuTHCS OT Bepbl HUKaK He BBIXOMMIIO. TOJCTYyIIKa HACTPOMIACh HA TUIOTHBIN Y)KUH U TIPSIMO
M3HBIBAJIa OT HETEPIIEHU .

— Ectp x0uy, ectb! Hy ckonbko MOkHO Bo3UThCs? — HblIa OHa, oka Kupa c Jleceit pacuecsl-
BaJIM BOJIOCHI M TIPUBOAIMIIM ce0s1 B TIOPSIJIOK, M3BUBASICh TIepe]] KPOXOTHBIM 3epKaJiblieM B JlecuHOi
MyJpeHHIIe.

Jlpyrux 3epkai B KOMHaTe He Obuto. VIMesncst Juib OBaJIbHBIA MOJTMPOBAHHBIN KYCOK XKell-
TOTO MeTaJula, KOTOPBIH, MO 3alyMKe Ju3aiHepa, SKOObI MOPadOTaBILEro HA/l HHTEPbEPOM JIOMUKOB,
BBITIOJTHSUT TY POJIb. DKOJOTMYHO M aOCOMIOTHO O6€30MacHO.

— VIMeHHO TakMMU 3epKaJlaMH 1 MOJTb30BATMCH HAIIM MpeAKH. Hu simoBUTOM pTYTH, HM CBUHIIA
B 9TOM CIUIaBE HET.

OueHb MOXET ObITh, PO METAIMUECKHE 3epKajia MOAPYTU M camMu ciblmany. [IpaBaa, Hamm
MIPEIKY 11 TOH 11U UCTIONB30BaIM cepeOpo Kak HauMeHee MOIBEPKEHHBIN OKUCIICHUI0 METaILT,
Y NpaBWIbHO Jenanu. [IoToMy 4TO Ha BO3AyXe KEJNThI METaJUl TYTOIIHEro 3epKajia OKUCIUJICS U
MIOKPBUICS] TEMHBIM HasieToM. [a elrie B moMeIeHny OblIo MpayHOBATO, TAK YTO PaCCMOTPETh cedst
MOXHO OBLJIO OY€Hb YCIOBHO. Bpozie Obl TYT BOT 1713, a TyT J100. V1 3TO 1ieKa v npsiab BOJIOC Ha Hell?

— Her, BbI Kak XOTUTE, a 51 HAIIUM ITpeAKaM He 3aBUAYI0. KUTh B TAKUX YCIOBUSX — 9TO HEBBI-
HOCHUMO.

— Jla unemre xe yxe ecth! — B3BbUIa Bepa. — Kpars! Hamkars!

— Wnu cama, o6xopa.

— M=He 6e3 Bac ckyuyno! nemre! Tam Bce camoe BKYCHOE CheIsT!

Ho okazasiocs, uro Bepa nepexusana HanpacHo. Bee xkuBynme Ha «KpacHom o3epe» nuta-
JMCh U3 oiHOTO KOoTia. [IpryeM Kak B (purypanbHOM, Tak U B OyKBaJbHOM CMBICIIE 3TOTO cjioBa. B
OrPOMHOM YaHe OYyJIbKaJI0 HEYTO OT/AAJIEHHO HAIIOMUHAIOIIee Kallly, CKBEpHO MaxHyIIee IpoKKaMu
Y MYTHOE.

— 310 4TO TaKkoe?

— Tiops.

— Topa?

— Hy na, Gmono u3 monotoro 3epHa v Bojabl. Ero MoxHO ObuTO ecThb chipbiM. Ho TyT Ham
MOBE3JI0, BMECTO BOJIBI MCTIOIb30BaH OEpEe30BBIN COK, & B HETO MIOKPOILIEH PKaHOH XJieO.

I'aps va Topio, Bepa noOnenHena.

— Bpl Kak xoTuTe, JEBOYKH, a 51 K ITOMY Jaxe He IPUKOCHYCh! — mpolenTtana oHa. — Moxer
OBbITh, CAJIATUKOB TIOXYyeM?

Ho u ¢ canarukamu Toxe nipousoriies o0oM. B kauecTBe 3aKycKkH TYT IpeJiarajiuch napeHast
B TIEYM peria, a Takke MUPOTH C JIECHBIMU SirofiaMu U Tpudamu. Bot Ha HUX-TO Bepa u Haserna, tem
OoJiee 4TO MCMOPTUTH NMUPOTH HE CMOT Jake PelienT CTApUHHOM PYCCKOM KyXHH — BMECTO caxapa
Opasicst Mell. A MyKy UCIHOJIb30BAJIM HE MIIEHUYHYIO,  PKaHYIO.

Bo Bpemena [lpeBHern Pycu poxb, B OTIMuYMe OT MILEHULBI, pocia oXoTHO. [loatomy mMyky
MIPEUMYIIECTBEHHO U3IOTABIMBAJIM U3 HEE, & B FOJIOAHBIE IOJIbl, HE CTECHSSACH, IIEAPO MOAMEIINBAIN
B Hee MOJIOThle KOpeHbs M TpaBbl. Kupa ¢ Jleceil Kak-To mbITaaMCh UCKATh PAKaHYIO MyKY, HO KOIja
HAllUIY, TOKYIIaTh nepegyMand. MajeHbKuil MOTyKUJIOTpaMMOBBIH MAKETUK 3TOM MYKH CTOWJI Tak
JOPOro, 4TO JIETIEIIKU U3 HEee MOTYYaIUCh POCTO 30JI0THIMHU.

— A eme Ha Pycu nurtanuce oceTpoBbIMU. A HX S TYT YTO-TO HE BUXKY.
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Bnpouem, B MeHIO ykrHa OblIa e1rie 03epHasi ppi0a, CBapeHHas! O-IePEeBEHCKH, TO €CTh BMECTe
C KOCTIMM M BHYTPEHHOCTsIMU. M Msico, KOTOpoe BOOOIIE-TO TPYAHO UCTIOPTUTH, HO TYTOIITHEMY
MIOBApy 3TO YIAJIOCh.

— OrtBparuTenbHel CTPSIIHU MHE elle MpoOoBaTh HE MPUXOIWIOCh, — B3JOXHYJIa Bepa. —
TonpKO MUPOrv MEHS U MOPAJOBAIIN.

— Iuporn nekna s1. Ciacu6o.

ITO NpOU3HECa IIMPOKOKOCTHAS JKEHIIMHA CO CIABHBIM YJIBIOUMBBIM JMIIoM. OHa Kak pa3 B
3TOT MOMEHT IIPUCEJIAa CO CBOEU TAPEJIKOM Ps/IOM C MOAPYraMy U MPUBETIMBO KUBHYJIA UM I'OJIOBOA:

— Hapoeno 3pemmHue Kymianbsi Tpeckartb. [la u npyrux ymoneit xaiko. Bot s v npeayioxuia
MECTHOMY TIOBapy, YTOObI OH HA YaCOK MOIITYCTUI MeHs K neun. Cama-To s u3 jepeBeHcKux. Eme
JeBYOHKOW BHJENA, Kak 0alyIlika Mosi B Ievb Mupord caxana. Hy m Hasenmuma. A 4To, HEIJIOXo
MOy 4HJIIOCh.

— Bce nuporu Bbl camu ucreksin?

— A dero ux neus-1o? SIrofy 1eBUOHKU MOU B Jiecy coOpastu. [ prObl Bce MpruHECIM TOHEMHOTY.
Tak ¢ MUpy MO HUTKE U HaOpasoch. A BOOOIIE, CKaXy sl BaM, JEHbI'M TYyT OTPOMHBIE JIEpyT, a YAO-
BOJICTBUSI OT TAKOW KU3HU HUKAKOTO HeT. Brinenapex onun!

HmenHo 00 3TOM )e tyMauti v camu roaipyru. [IpusatHO co3HaBath, 4TO, KpoMe HUX, Ha «Kpac-
HOM 03epe» ObUI, TI0 KpailHel Mepe, ellle OIMH HOPMaJIbHBIA YeJIOBEeK.

— A BBI TYT C cembeii?

— Ara, — IpocTo KMBHYJIa TOI0BOM AHs, Kak MpeJcTaBUIach MOApyram 3Ta KeHIuHa. — Myx
MeHsI CIoJla U 3aMaHuJI. XUTpell TaKou!

[No muity AHM ckomb3HYNA Teruias yiablOka. CBOEro Myka oHa SIBHO JIOOWJIA M HUYYTOUKU Ha
HEro He CepAnsIach, YTOObI OH TaM HU MPUIyMaJ.

— A nouemy xutpern?

— Tak Haruten MHe ¢ Tpu KopoGa mpo 310 mMecto. Kak men, 3acimymmaenibes. Thl, TOBOPHT,
AHIOTKa, JaBHO y MEHS B IEPEBHIO CBOIO IPOCUIIILCS. A MHE BCE HEKOTIa ¥ HEKorja. A TyT OTJIMYHO
TMIOJTYYMTCS: U Tl HAa BO3MYXE, U 5 IIpU Jejie. Y MEHsl, TOBOPUT, KOHTPAKT HAMEUYaeTCsl OYeHb BBITOJI-
HBII. { ero Tam u moAnuIIy, a TH PSAAOM cO MHOM Oynenib. U uto?

— Yro?

— A Huuero, oomanys! Cam 1esiblii IeHb CO CBOMMM JICJIOBBIMU 3HAKOMBIMH KPYTUTCS, & MHE
yto Jesath? CTPAIHIO 9TOro MoBapa B poT He B3ATb. [ IpuIioch camoi cTapuHOUN TPSIXHYTh.

— A BbI IOBapuxa?

— beuta korga-to. Bot 1 nogymana, a He B3AThCS JIM 3a cTapoe. Y MeHs JIBO€ JIEBUOHOK, OHU
APSIHB 3Ty, KOTOPOM HAC TYT MUYKAIOT, B poT He OepyT. [loxynenu coBcem.

W Ans xuHynAa 03a00YEHHBIN B3IJIsIA HA JIBYX JIeBOYEK-NOAPOCTKOB. [logpyramMm oHUM XyIIbIIi-
KaMU He TOKa3aJIkich, HO JIoOsIIee cepie Matepu Buaeao uHade. [Torom Kk AHe mojces BICOKHIA
MY’KUMHA, KOTOPBIN OKA3aJICSl €€ MYKEM, U BECh OCTAJIBHOW MUP NIepecTall CylIeCTBOBATh /IS KEH-
IIMHBI.

JIeByIIIKM C TpexoM TOTOoJIaM 3aMOPHITH YePBSIYKa, B OCHOBHOM OJ1arofapst AHMHBIM ITPOTaM.
W ocranbHble, Kak OHU BUJEJIH, B OCHOBHOM HaJlerajiv Toxe Ha HuX. [IpoTuBHYI0 TIOpIO ¢ KycOuKaMu
OBOIIEH, KOTOPYIO CBApWJI 3[CIITHUN TOBAp, €C/IM KTO U Opajl, TO UCKJIIOYUTENBHO U3 JIIOOOMBITCTBA.
[o penenTy oBoi1ei B TIope ObITh He 1okHO. Ho 1ake ¢ HUMU OHa Bce paBHO ObLTa PeAKOM raioCThIO.

— Ecimu 1yt 11 panpine OyayT Tak KOPMHUTh, Mbl TIPOCTO TOIOXHEM.

— Ja yx.

— Cnymait, JIvka, HaJjo 4TO-TO /Ie1aTh.

— A 4ro 51 mory? Cama He O)Xujjasia TAKOM MOJICTaBbl, HO UTO AeJarh?

— ITo3Bonu Koctuky u ero npyry. 1 ecnu oHu ene He Joexaju, IyCTb OCTAHOBATCS y Mara3uHa
Y KYIAT TaM KOJI0achl, ChIpa U elle Yero-HuoyIb.

— U konbska!
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[NomanHas 3a y)XWHOM MyTHOBaTasi MeJIOByXa COBepIlieHHO He BaoxHoBmuiIa Kupy. OnHa BooOiie
IJIOXO MEPEHOCUIIa MeJl, OT HEro y Hee IIOTOM Yecaloch BCe TeJO, a Y& Korja OT Mea MaxHeT IPOxk-
’KaMHM, 9TO U BOBCE HU B KaKUe BOpPOTa He JIe3eT.

Ho Jluka HukoMy He ycriesna 1mo3BoHUTh. BHe3arHo oHa nmpocusiyia ¥ BOCKJIUKHYJIA:

— Koctuk!

U nmonpyraM TOJBKO M OCTaBaJIOCh, YTO HAOMIO/IaTh, Kak JInka OeKUT K HEBBICOKOMY MYXKUHHE,
KOTOPBIN PaJOCTHO YIibiOaeTcs et B otBeT. M xoTs Hoc y KocTrka Mor ObITh M TIOMEHBIIIE, a I71a3a,
HA00O0POT, TIOOOJIBIIIE, TOIPYTH MUTOM IPOCTHIN €My BCE €rO HeJJOCTATKH 3a XOPOIIYI0 M MIHPOKYIO
YIBIOKY, KOTOPOW OH MPUBETCTBOBANT JIMKY M UX CaMUX.
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I'nmaBa 3

C coboii y Koctrka okazasach 1esast CyMKa IpOBU3UM.

— Jlemika MHe MO3BOHWIJI, IIPEyNIPenII, YTO KpaTBa TYT MapiMBas. Tak 4to s 3amnaccs mnpo-
BUAHTOM, [IOTOMY U OMO3AAJL.

W TpsiXHYB akeToM, B KOTOPOM YTO-TO IMPUSTHO 3BAKHYJIO, 3alllypIIAJIO U 3aI1aXJI0 KOITYEHBIM,
Koctuk npousnec:

— Buxy, BB 3arpycTuiiv Ha 31emHeM nutanuu. [Ipas Obu1 Jlexa. Ipennaraio oty K HaMm B
JAOMMK U TaM HaKOHell IIOYKMHATh HOPMaJIbHO.

Ornazes faeByniek, OH MPOU3HEC:

— Hy, k10 co MHo#1? JInKa, 3HaKOMb MEHs CO CBOUMM NOIPYKKaMu !

Jluka OpicTpo mpeacraBuia Beex. Y cnpocuia:

— Tol onuH npuexan? A rue e TBou Apyr?

— Jlemka-to? A oH rze-To TyT 60aTaercs. Panblie MeHs U3 roposa BbipBasics. [la BOT 1 OH!

Koctuk maxnyn pykoid. M mogpyru, MoBepHYBIIUCh B HY’KHYIO CTOPOHY, C U3yMJIEHHEM YBU-
JIeJIV TOTO IMPOKOIUIEUEro KpacaBlia, CCOpy C y4acTUeM KOTOPOro HaOMIOAAIN CEeroHs, BO3Bpaia-
sch 13 6aHu. Tak 310 M ecth Jlema — apyr Koctuka? U y Hero B narepe ectb 3Hakomasi? A MOXeT,
u He ofHa? Takoil KpacaBuMk Oe3 *eHCKOro BHUMaHUsl TOYHO HUKOIZA He ocTaHercs. Jlemka — 31o
BaM He KpUBOHOTMiI1 KOCTHK, y KOTOPOTO TOJBKO M €CTh XOPOIIIET0, YTO €ro yIbIOKa.

Boob6me, Beidop JInku u3psaHo paszovapoain noapyr. KoHeuHo, 31o He uX /€0, 1a U MyK-
YHHE COBCEM HEOOs3aTeIbHO OBITh MHCAHBIM KPacaBLeM, HO BCE-TaKH JIyUllle, €CII OH XOTsI Obl CHM-
natnysbii. A Koctuk. .. Her, Koctuk cuMnatiyasiv He ObU1. [71a3a 6:11M3K0 MOcakeHbl 1 MaJleHbKHE.
Hoc 6ombimoi. Bonockl penkue. Poct u tenocnoxkenue tak cede. [a ere Best (PU3MOHOMUS yChIITaHa
KaKMMU-TO HETIPUATHBIMU MEJKUMU Toukamu. Het, He To 4To Kpacagell, a psiMO BOBce ypon!

— JIuka, a Thl yBepeHa, UTO XOUelllb 32 Hero 3amMyxk?

— Koneuno! A Bam mou Koctuk He noHpaBuiics?

— DTO Belb THI 32 HETO 3aMYK COOMPACIIbCsl, 3 HE MBI

— Ha, g xouy 3aMyx 3a KocTuka. Y Hero oueHb MHOTO JIEHET, U OH ILEeIpO AEIUTCS UMU CO
CBOMMH OJTM3KMMH.

Ho ut0-uT0, a *)aausM Koctrk He Obu1. Y IpoiyKThl OH MpHBE3 BCe BhICHIETO KJiacca. Bo Bes-
KOM CJIy4ae, CaMoro BBICIIETO U3 TOTO, YTO HAILIOCh B Mara3uHe. He 3a0bl1 OH 1 KOHbSIK, B KOTOPBIii
Kupa HemenJIeHHO BLeNuIach, pelIuB CHATh CTPECC MOC/IE CETOIHSAIIHErO AHS C MOMOIIBIO CITUPT-
Horo. 1 mokonaa, kotopsiil BeixBaTuia Bepa. U naxe ppykTsl, Ha koTopble Haneausach Jlecs.

Kpome konbsika, KocTuk npuse3 BoJIKy, KpaCHYI0 UKpY, KOITYEHYIO JIOCOCHHY, CBEXKUI OeJIblil
XJ1e0, IINPOThl, KOHCEPBUPOBAHHbBIE OI'YPUMKHU, MACJIMHBI, KETUYIl, MailOHE3 M MHOroe Jipyroe, 6e3
9ero TpyIHO ceOe MPeACTaBUTh COBPEMEHHBIH CTOM, HO 63 4ero, Kak BbISICHIIIOCh, OOXOIVJIMChH HAIIIN
AajieKue MpeKu.

— CrpanHo, — npousHec KocTuk, Korma Apy3bsi MOXAJIOBAJIUCh €My Ha OTBPATUTENIbHYIO
CTPSAIHIO 3/EIIHEro noBapa. — B mpoIuiom rogy TyT KOpMUIA COBCEM HEIUIOXO. A Bbl YBEPEHbI, UTO
He OLIMOIUCH?

— Ommbembes TyT! 3anax oT 3TOH TIOPHU JI0 CHX MOP CTOUT Y MEHs B HOCY !

Koctuk nmocmestiicst 1 moo6ernan, 4to pasoepercs.

— MBI He 14 TOro IIaTUM AEHBIY, YTOOBI MUTAThCSA BCYXOMATKY. I 3Ha10, C KEM HYKHO Iepe-
TOBOPUTb.

W onH peiictBuTebHO 1M03BOHUI Hekoemy Mropio EdumoBnuy, ¢ koTopeiM OeceoBall BCEro
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT. O yeM ObL1 y HUX Pa3roBOp, AEBYIIKH He YCIbIaau — KOCTUK BbIIIEN HA YIIUILY.
Ho BepHyBIIUCh, OH CKa3al:
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— He Gecrokoiitech, 3aBTpa HaM Ha 3aBTPaK MOJATYT OTIIMYHBI OMJIET U HEXHEHIIyI0 BeT-
YMHY. A 3a CETOIHSIITHIIA HEeYIaYHBIN YKUH BJIaJesblbl «KpacHoro o3epa» mpruHOCAT HAM BCEM CBOU
M3BMHEHMS. Y HUX TeMaThueckue 3acTonbsi. CeroqHsIHINA yKUH ObUT CTHIIN30BaH B yXe JPEBHUX
ClaBsiH. A 3aBTpa MBI IepeHeceMcs B kapKylo AHgany3uio. Bech aeHb OyeM nuTh BUHO U €CTh aHa-
JIy3CKHE 3aKYCKHU.

— Xoporto 6b1, — mpoMsiMiiwia Bepa. — Ecii, koHeYHO, TIOBap U UX HE UCTIOPTHT.

Ho nukTo He cran ee cinymarh. C nosBIeHUEM MYKYMH HACTPOEHHE Y MOAPYT CYIIECTBEHHO
NOoBBICKIIOCh. M1 4TO € TOro, 4TOo MYX4MH Bcero aBoe? [l KOMIaHUM TOrO BIIOJHE JOCTATOYHO.
K Tomy xe Koctuk okaszaiicst HaiesneH MATKUM U HEHaBSI3UMBBIM UyBCTBOM omopa. A Jlema 3Hain
BEJIMKOE MHOKECTBO OOPOIATHIX aHEKJIOTOB, CPeM KOTOPBIX MHOM pa3 BCTPEYATUCh U Te, KOTOPHIE
MOZAPYTY IIPEXk/IE HE CIbIILAIN.

Tak uTO Becesbe MPOUTUIIOCH AAJIEKO 3a MojHoYb. YTpoM Kupa c¢ Jleceii ¢ Tpynom npoapanu
rna3a. JIuka Bce eme cnasa, a BOT Bepa yxe mpocHysacek. Y, kKak 0OBIYHO, €€ MBICIU ObUIH O e]e.
Oma cuziena Ha cBOeM ToIT4aHe W OoJTana rojbIMUA HOTaMH. YBHIEB, UTO TOAPYTH OTKPBUIM IJ1a3a,
OHa TYT e CIIPOCHJIa:

— Kak nymaere, MOXHO WATY Ha 3aBTpak?

— HasepHoe.

B cTo10B0i1 32 rpy00 CKOJIOUEHHBIMH CTOJIAMH HA/1 AEPEBSIHHBIMU MUCKaMH (4€M UM KaOJIMH-TO
HE YroAWJI, BeJb [NIMHA e ?) CUIEIN HECKOJIBKO YesloBek. U, cynisi o X MpayHbIM JIMLIaM, BUE€palIHie
obenranus Koctuka Hruero He crowiu. Ha momHOcax BMECTO TEIUIOro, MBIIIHOTO M KEJITEHBKOTO
OMJIETa JIeKaJI0 HeUTO cepo-0ypoe, MATOe i CKOMKAHHOE.

— 370... 3T0 YTO Takoe? — ¢ TPyJOM IpeodoJieBasi OTBpalleHue, NouHTepecoBajack Kupa y
POCIJIOro MyKMKa C IJIyIIOBaThIM JIMLIOM — IIOBapa.

— OmuteT U3 GeNTKOB! — OTparopToBas OH ei.

— A... amoyeMy y Hero Takou 1er?

— Tak 370 xe nepenenuHble LAl

Ha Bkyc MecuBo ObLIO eliie Xyxe, 4eM Ha Buj. Kupa, Kotopast puBBIKJIa ¢ IOYTEHUEM OTHO-
CUTBCH K €/Ie, C TPYIOM OCUJIMJIA OJIOBUHY. A Jlecs, Kak MOJIOKUJIA B POT OfIMH KYCOK, TaK M ITPOCH-
nena ¢ HuM. Bpouem, koge okasasicsi BlioiHe CHOCHBIM. HaBepHoe, moTomy, 4To Bapuil €ro aBToMar,
a 1oBap MPOCTO HE UMeEJ BO3MOKHOCTH IIPUJIOKUTD K MPUTOTOBJIEHUIO HAITUTKA CBOIO pyKy. BeTunHa
OblIa TO’KE HUYEro, HO OMSTh K€ MOTOMY, UTO TOTOBUTH €€ ObLIO He Hy:KHO. TONbKO mope3arb U
TI0/1aTh HA CTOJIBI B XOJIOMHOM BH/IE.

— ITocmoTtpum, uTo Oynet B 00er.

Ha oben oxupancs cyn-mope U3 capxu, MsICO, TyIIIeHHOe B KPACHOM BUHE, a TaKke MHOTO-
YKCJIEHHbIE 3aKYCKM C CAMBIMU IMKOBUHHBIMU Ha3BAHUSIMU.

— Oit, 4TO-TO Y MEHs1 HenoOpble MPeqIyBCTBHS, — B3I0XHY/IAa Kupa, n3yuuB TpyJHOUMTAEMBbIE
Ha3BaHMUS.

Ecnu noBap gaxe camble MpocThie Omoaa 3a BUSpaIllHUM Y)KUHOM YMYAPHIICS UCTIOTAHUTS JI0
HEBO3MOXHOCTH, TO YK UTO OH YUYMHUT C MHOCTPAHHOW KyXHEW, MoAyMaTh Jaxe crpaiHo. TyT ero
pa3pyMTeNbHOM (haHTa3uu OyAeT rae pasryssaThes.

INocne 3aBrpaka Bepa ormpaBmiiach MporysasThCs M, Kak MOAO3PEBAIN TMOAPYTH, Pa3OyaUTh
My)x4rH. OHHM Xe TONUM K ceOe B IOMHUK, YTOOBI TTOrOBOPUTh HaKoHell ¢ JIMKO# U penmTh, ocTa-
BaThcs UM Ha «KpacHOM o3epe» U MyuuThCs AaJIbLIE WM BCE-TaKK NOeXaTh JOMOM.

— JIeBUOHKHM, BBl MEHS IPOCTHUTE, UTO 51 C CAMOTrO Hayajla He paccKasaja BaM BCel IpaB/bl, HO
YECTHOE CJIOBO. .. s TaK OOIOCH!

W Jluka, MOTMTBEHHO CIIOKHB PYKH, YCTpPEMUJIa Ha MOAPYT KaloOHBIN B3MIsiA. Kak TyT Obu10
ycrosTb? KoHneuHo, Jlecsi nepBoy Cipocuiia y COCEKU:

— Yero ThI Goutibes?
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JIvka MUTOM OXMBUJIACH U IPUHSIACH TOBOPUTD. OKa3biBaeTcsi, POKYC C MOXUIIIEHHEM, B KOTO-
POM OHa MPOCHJIA MOAPYT MPUHSATH YUacTue, JIOBKas JEeBYIIKa MpojieibiBasia He Briepsbie. [lonpyru
TaK C CaMOro Hayaja Y NOHSUIM, TaK 4To Teneph JIuka ux He ynusuia. YausBwio ux apyroe. Kro-
TO, Ybero uMeHH JIuKa He 3Haja WIM He XOTeJla TOBOPUTh, MOMBITANICS TIoMenIaTh ei. M caenain 3to
rpyOBIM U J1aKe KECTOKUM CIIOCOOOM.

— Kpome 1Byx Moux myskel, s MpaKTUKOBAJIACh U HA IPyrux MyxkunHax. [IpaBaa, H1M oauH U3
HUX MPOBEPKU HE BBIIEPKAL.

— He nocnenmn te6e Ha nmomors?

— Bce onu Obutn Tpychl! Yapasu wim oOpaTIMCh 3a MOMOIIBI0 K MeHTaM! [11aTuTh BHIKYTT He
TOXeJan HU OuH!

— W nosatomy, koraa Tedst «criacin», Tl 3aMyK He ToIia’?

— A 3ayeM MHe HYXKEH YeJIOBeK, KOTOpOMY Bce paBHO, uTo co MHOU Oyner? Her yx! Mou
MYXKbsI TOKe He ObLT COKPOBHIIIAMH, HO, TIO KpaliHEeH Mepe, OHU He Opocuiii MeHs B Oefe. boprocuk
3aIUIaTUJI BBIKYIT M Jaxke He NUKHYJI. A I'enka... Hy, ToT nckan meHs 1o nociensero. Liensix tpu
IHs OTy>K/1aJ1 IO OKpyre. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MHE HAJI0eJI0 CHIETh B YKPBITUH, s TUTIOHYJIA U J1asa ceOst
«cractu». bes BhIKyma, mMpocTo paay TeTuIbix YyBCTB K ['eHke. Mononas Oblia, rirynasi.

— U kak e 1ol 910 caenaia? — nomooonsTcTBoBAIA Jlecda. — B cMbIcie, Kak gaja ceOs cractu?

Ho Jluka B Takue aetanu yriyOonsaTbes He Toxesaa.

— 370 OBUIO JaBHO U BCTIOMHUHATH He XodeTcs. K Hareit ucropum I'eHka He MMeeT HUKAaKOro
otHorieHus. Ceiluac y MeHs1 Ha yMe Jpyroe. ..

— W 4ro xe?

— eno B ToM. .. — JIuka HeHaJo/Iro 3amMmoiTyasa, CoOMpasich ¢ MBICIISIMU, HO TIOTOM BCe e Ipo-
nomkwuia: — Jleno B ToM, 4To Koraa Mbl ¢ Bepoit 3aTeBany MHCLICHMPOBKY MoxuineHus s bopuca. ..

— DTO TBOY BTOPOU My*k ?

— Ma. Tak BOT, KOrga Mbl 3aTeBav OXUILeHUe i bopuca, To MeHs ... He 3Halo, Kak Obl 9TO
TIOJTyYIlle BHIPA3UThCS, MEHsSI UyTh ObUIO HE MOXUTHJIM HA CaMOM JeJie!

[Nonpyru pacnaxHyiy prhl.

— Kak 310?

Jluka B3MOXHYyNa W TMPUHSIIACH OOBSCHSATh. Bce ee «IOXMINEeHUs» OPraHU30BBIBAIUCDH IO
O/IHOMY M TOMY K€ HE3aMbICIIOBAaTOMY, HO YIa4YHOMY crieHaprio. OHM Mpre3kaii Ky[aa-To 3a ropof,
JKeJlaTeIbHO BTPOEM: OHa, jKeHMX M Bepa. XOpOIIeHbKO HAIMpalvch BEYEPOM, & yTPOM KOMHATa
JIvkm okasbiBanack myctoil. Ha nmogyiike jiexai ee JJOKOH M 3alUCKa OT «IIOXUTUTENEN», B KOTOPOW
OHU TpeboBayM 3a JIMKYy HEKOTOPYIO CYMMY JIEHET, a B IPOTUBHOM ClTydae 0OeIaif ee YOUTh.

— Pazymeercs, HUKakux moxurureneit He ObU10. S cama ynupana U3 AoMa M IpsATanach rie-
HUOYb TOOIM30CTH.

— A KTO 3HaJ, Iie Thl IpSYEnIbes?

— Bepa.

— A xpome Hee, HUKTO?

— Hy, He *keHuxa sxe MHe ObLIO MOCBAIIATH B 31O jeno! HeT koneuHo!

— U 410 *)e ¢ ToO0H cryunoch?

[Nocnennee noxwuiienue JIMKK, KOTOpPOE ee Tak HACTOPOKMIIO, TPOU3OIILIO Ha jaye y Bopiocuka.
Cnayvana Bce 110 1o 1iany. Ho 3arem, koraa JIvka yske ycrpowmsiack y ce0si B yKpbITUH U CTaJla KAaTh
00 BBHIKYMA, JIMOO caMoro boprocuka, mpor30Iio HeYToO CTPaHHOE.

— 41 xpgana monro. Ycrana v 3acHyna. A KOIja MpPOCHYJIAch, TO OOHApyXWJa, 4TO HE MOTY
1I€BEJIbHYTh HU PYKOM, HU HOTOM.

— Kak 310? Tebs xBatui napaimy?

— B tom-TO 1 fienio, urto Het! ¢ Obina cBsi3aHa! CBsi3aHa MO pyKam M HOTaM.

— U xak 310 THI yMyapUiach?

— A? 9 ymynpunacs?! MeHst cBsizajl KTO-TO Jpyrou!
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— U ko on? Pa3Be ObLT KTO-TO erie?

— Her! 910 u 6b110 cTpanHo! B ykpbiTHM 51 ObUIA COBEpIIeHHO ofHa. [Ipo MeHs 3Hasa JIMIIb
Bepa. U Bapyr 51 BHE3anHO OKa3asiach CBSA3aHHOM M COBEPILIEHHO OECTIOMOIITHOM.

— Ho 1e6s Bce-Taku criaciu?

— Jla, Boprocuk 3ariaTiin BbIKYII.

— Komy?

— Jenbru 3a0pana Bepa. [Torom, pasymeercs, oHa otaana ux MHe. Ho BBl Obl 3HaIM, 4TO
nepexuia, moka sxaaina ceoero cracuress! [lomHocTeio o6e3nBukeHHast! OqHO /€10, Koraa s cama
3amyThiBajia ceOe y3JIbl Ha pyKax M HOTax, s BA3ajia UX TakK, YTO JIETKO MOIJIa Obl CKHUHYTD B JIIOOOM
MoMeHT. M coBceM Jpyroe Aenio — Jiexkarh TyrO CBSI3aHHOM M HE UMETh BO3MOKHOCTH JJake TIepero-
Boputh ¢ Bepoii. [Tonpocuts ee 0 moMoIiy, CBEpHYTh BCIO OMEPAIHIO.

— INomo3pesato, uto cutyarus Oblia He U3 NPUATHBIX. U monro xmana?

— B Tom-TO 1 1e710, 4TO GOJIBIIE CYTOK !

— W nukro Te6s ve HaBeman? IlyTHHUK K Tebe He PUXOIHIT?

— Her. Hukoro He Obu10.

— Haxe Bepa?

— Ilaxke oHa He cMOTJIa KO MHE BBIpBaThes. Ee mpucyTcTBre ObLIo HeoOXoauMo psiioM ¢ bopu-
com. Pazymeercsi, oHa MHe 3BOHMJIA, HO s HE MOIJIa OTBETHUTH Ha ee 3BoHKH! [ToTom oHa 0ObsicHIIA,
4yt0 BOpIOCKK BIasl B HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMOE COCTOsTHHE. PBasicst ONTH B MUJIMIIMIO, 3BOHIJI YaCTHBIM
neTekTuBaM. Bepe cromso orpoMHoro tTpyna yoenquts bopiocuka, 4to Jtydriie 3ariaTiTh BEIKYII, YeM
PUCKOBAaTh MOEH KU3HBIO, TIOBEPsIsl €€ TOCTOPOHHUM JIIO/ISIM.

— CrpaHHO, YTO TBOM XEHMX COIJIacWics ¢ Hedl. Beab BceM M3BECTHO, UTO HUKOT/IA HE HA/I0
TUIATATh TIOXUTHUTEITSIM !

— Hy, 310 B Teopuu, KOHEUHO, BEpHO, — KpUBO YibIOHYach Jluka. — Ho xorma peus uaer o
JOpOroM U OJIM3KOM TeOe YesIOBeKe, TO XOUeTCs 3aIlyIaTUTh U HAJIesIThCsl, UTO Bee OyJeT B TOpsIIKE.
Bo Bcsikom citydae, Mo BOpiocK B KOHEUHOM UTOT€E MOCTYIII UMEHHO TaK.

JlagHo, MIATUTD WM HE TUIATUTh OXUTUTEIISIM — 9TO MOKHO Oyaet oOcynuTb notom. Ceituac
BaXHO ObUTO Apyroe. Kro Tak 310 nommytit Hajg JIMKOM, OCTaBUB ee CBA3aHHOUM OoJibllie YeM Ha
CyTKu?

— A KoMy B pe3yJibTaTe 3alulaTUIN BBIKYH?

— [Moxururensam.

— Mbl uMeeM B BUAY, KTO €0 MOTy4m?

— Boikyn nomkHa Obuta 3a6path 5. Ho Tak kak 51 Obl1a cBsi3aHHOM, Bepa He Moria MHe co00-
IIUTh, T7I€ B3ATh JeHbrH. Koraa mpomuim cyTky, MOIUIM BTOpHIE, a 51 BCe He OTBevasa, Bepa moHsiia
— 4T0-TO MonuIo He Tak. OHa npeioxkuia bopiocuky camMomy MOWTH B JieC U TIOUCKaTh MeHs1. Bepa
CXUTpUJIA, B35J1a COCEICKYI0 coOaKy M yoequiaa bopiocrka, 4to 3To uineika. [leckars, oHa 1o ciemy
HalIeT TO MECTO, IJIe MeHs Jepikat. A Jajblie OHa IMpocTo npusena bopiocuka B To MecTo, T/1e Oblia
1. I oHM MeHs1 0cBOOOAMIIH.

— A nenwsru?

— Jlenbru mbl 3a0pau ¢ Bepoii Ha ciieayoIumii 1eHb.

— W1 xomy oHu goctanucek?

— MHe, paszymeercs, — noxaia riedamu JIuka. — 51 ke Bam yxke ckaszana.

— A Bepa?

— Yro Bepa?

— Tbl He oeIMIIACh C IOAPYTOM ?

— Hy, a1 nana eit HEMHOXKO.

— CKONbKO MIMEHHO?

— Kakas pazauna? [lapy Teicsu.

— PyGneii?
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— Hy ne mommapoB xe! — Bo3myTmiack Jluka. — Pasymeercs, pyoneit! [la el u 3Toro ObUI10
MHoro! 3a To, 4T0 OHa YyTh He NMPOBAJIHIIA BCE JIENO, s1 BOOOIIe HUYEro Morjia e He TUIATUTh !

NurepecHo paccyxaaer Jluka. Kro-To ee cBs3ai, 4T0-TO MOIUIO HE MO €€ IJIaHy, a BAHOBATa
BO BCEM HeE OHa cama, a nouemy-to Bepa.

— 1 Bepa He 3Hasa, KTO Hanai Ha Te0si COSAIIyo?

— Her. Ona cama 6bl1a B 1110Ke, KOT/Ia OOHApYKHJIa MEHST YMHUPAIOIIEH OT roJofa U KasK/Ibl.

— 3a cyTKH Thl OBl HE YMepJia, a BOT 00/1e/IaThCsl MOIJIa 3apocCTo.

Jluka xyTKO mokpachena. Y moapyru moHsuv, YTo HampacHo 3To ckasauu. [To3op eme ObL
cBeXk B namsTu JeBymku. U JInka He coOupanachk npomars IyTHUKA, KOTOPHIN CBA3AJI €€ U OCTaBUII
B OECIIOMOIITHOM COCTOSIHUM OOJIBINIE YeM Ha CYTKH.

— Ho oxgHo mory ckazatk: eciu Obl Tebe XOTeNTN MPUYMHUTH CEPbE3HBIN Bpell, TO 37101ei He cTall
Ob1 MeTTh. OH OBl OCYIIIECTBUIT PacIpaBy, He JOXKHUAASICh, IOKa TeOsl HAlTyT.

— Ia. D10 GosbIlIe MOXOXKE HA YbIO-TO MEJIKYIO MECTb.

— Huuero cebe menkyio! — BockmkHyna Jluka. — Jla s 9yTh He ymepiia OT cTpaxa.

— Ho Bce ke ThI ocTasiach KMBa. 3HAUMT, IIYTHUK HE COOMPAIICS MPUYUHSATD TeOe Cepbe3HOr0
Bpena.

— 41 06 3TOM OYeHb MHOTO Aymasia. Y He xody, YTOOBI MOBTOPUIIOCH TIOMOOHOE.

[Tonu3us rosoc, JIuka npomenrana:

— Ilonumaerte, nocnie 3Toro ciayvas s yxe He MOry AoBepATh Bepe kak mpexzae. OHa crana
HeHagexHou. OHa Bce BpeMs BOPUUT, OYpUHT, YeM-TO IMOCTOSHHO HEIOBOJIbHA. M K TOMY Xe. ..

— JloroBapugaii.

— U x TOMY ke MHE KaXeTcsl, 4TO OHa MHE 3aBHIyeT.

3asuayer? Bepa? Jluke? Yro ke, oueHb Aaxe BO3MOXKHO, UTO U 3aBuayeT. JIuka crpoiiHag,
ycrielHast 1 OblIa 3aMyskeM yxke aBa pa3a. [1ycth 00a ee Opaka v 3aKaHYMBATUCH Pa3BOJIOM, HO BCe
*e... A BoT y Bepbl xku3Hb He ckiaapiBaercs. Ha pabote ee He IeHST, JeHer He TUiaTaT, urypa y
Hee pacIulblIach, a 3aMYX HUKTO JIa)ke M He AymaeT 3Barth. [la, oHa Moria Obl 1o3aBuaoBaTh JIuke.
Ho... Ho 6b110 01HO «HO», KOTOpPOE MeIasIo MOIPYyraM JI0 KOHIIA MOBEPUTh B BUAHOBHOCTh Bephl.

— Tel yx mpoctu, HO Bepa He nokazanace Ham yMHOR. Bpsia iu eil o cuiam Takoi IiaH.

— Bepa — nypa! — npesputensHo npousnecna Jluka. — Ho Benp u tan qypankuii! HlyTHuk B
pe3yJIbTaTe HUYero He MOy IrJI.

— OH b ToOUJICS, YTO Th IEperyraiach U U3MYy4YHIach.

— Ja. Ho neHbru Bce paBHO JOCTAIUCh MHE!

Kaxercs, umeHHO 1o 3TOMy Kputeprio JIMka u olieHHBana BceX M Bce BOKpYr cebst. Ectb y
YeJIoBeKa JeHbI'M — OH YCIEIIHBIN 1 3aMevaTenbHblid. M uem Oosbllie y HEero JeHer, TeM OH Oolee
3ameuaresnbHbIi. Hy, a ucTopus, KOTOpyIo OHa pacckasaja, 3aMeuaresbHOM Oblyla JIMIIb [71sI Hee, Be/b
IIEHbI'W JOCTAJINCEH camol JIuke.

— JlagHo, MbI Bce moHsu. OT Hac Tede UTo HyXHO?

— Hy, kak Bbl He moHuMaete? — B3BbLIa JIuka. — ['ocrionu, 1a BeI enie Tyneil Bepsi!

ITH CJI0Ba BHIPBAIKCH y Hee B cepaiax. JIuka TyT ke yCTHIAUIach CBOEW HECAEPKaHHOCTH U
3aHbLIA:

— JIeBYOHKH, BBI JOJIKHBI MeHI MozicTpaxoBath! {1 Gosbiiie He 1oBepsiio Bepe, HO 1oBepsiio Bam!
O Bac B mocesike MJET caBa Kak O BeaMkux cbimunax! [lomorure MHe npoBepHYTH 3TO AEJbLE C
Koctukom. U s Harpaxy Bac no-napcku!

— To ecTb BblAENUIIIL HAM MAJTYIO TOJMKY TOTO BBIKYIIA, KOTOPBIA Mbl YTOBOPUM 3aIIATUTh 32
Te0s1 Koctuka?

— Jla. A Bac 4TO-TO B 9TOM He ycTpauBaeT?

[Nonpyru nepernsiHyIMCh MexXAy codoit u Kupa ckazana:

— a! MbI oTKa3bIBaeMcH.

—Yro?
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Jluka otopornena ot Takoro orBera. OHa SIBHO HE OXHMJaJa OTKa3a U Ternepb TOJIBKO Oecro-
MOIIHO XJIoMaja rma3aMu. Jlecs permsia HEMHOTO CMSAMYMTh OTKA3 U CKasasa:

— Ham He HpaButcs Bcs TBos 3atest. A KocTuk, Ha000poT, HpaBUTCs. MBI HE XOTUM €ro ooMa-
HBIBATh !

— U emte ata TBOA Mz ¢ BHIKYIIOM... Her, HaM oHa pemmrenbHO He HpaBUTCA !

— Ho neBuoHkwu... — pacrepsiiach Jluka. — A ecim 51 He crany TpeGoBath ¢ Koctuka BeIKym?
MeHs npocTo NOXUTST, a OH IycThb uileT. Toraa kak? bynere yyactBoBath?

Jluka nu1a Ha Takve OrpOMHBIE XKEPTBbI Pay TOTO, YTOOBI MOXPYTH OCTAJMCh C HEH, U OHU
3aK0JIe0aITHCh.

— Hy, He 3Hai0, — npotsinyna Kupa. — Thl Kak, Jlecsa?

— Mosxer ObIThb. .. Ho ecniit MbI OyzieM y4acTBOBaTh B ONEPAIMH, TO HUKAKOTO BHIKYTIA He OyIieT.

— U TbI 10/XKHA TOCBATUTB HAC BO BCE JeTaiu!

— Ha! Tbl moymKkHa pacckaszath HaM, rae Oyneinb npsaratbes. M korna rmianupyens cBoe «IoXu-
HICHUE» .

Jluka crparHo 00pasoBaIach U 3aKMUBaJIa TOJIOBOK:

— KoneuHo, 51 BaM Bce pacckaxy!

— Ciymiaem Te0s1 O4eHb BHUIMATEJBHO.

[No mporecTBUM OIHOTO aKaJeMUYecKoro vaca, korjaa Jluka nmogenunach ¢ HUMU OIPOOHO-
CTsIMU cBoero IuiaHa, Kupa ¢ Jleceil 4yBcTBOBaIM ceOsi COBEPIIEHHO MOATOTOBJIEHHBIMU K TIPE/ICTO-
smemy geny. M XoTs oHM no-npexHeMy He IO KOHLa TOHUMaI, 3a4eM JIMke Bce 3T0 Hy:KHO, coria-
CUJIMCH el ToMoub. Ecii BhIKymna He OyJeT, TO Bce MPOUCXOAsIee MOKHO OyJeT B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
CBECTH K HEBUHHOM IIIyTKE.

U Bce xe Kupa puckHysa 3aMeTUTh:

— KocTuk He aypak, OH He MOAJACTCS Ha TAKYIO JIEIIEBYIO YJIOBKY.

— Ecnu on BmioGneH, To noggacTesl.

Uro xe, 310 Aen0 JIMK1 — pucKoBaTh XOPOIIMM OTHOUIEHUEM KEHUXA.

B npunHnune nogpyram ObUIO Jake 3aHATHO NPUHSATDH yyacTHe B 9Toi 3a0aBe. He oueHb kpa-
CHBO OOMAaHBIBATh JIIOZIEH, HO €CJIU ITOT YeJIOBeK — MYKUMHA, IoueMy Obl U HeT?

— Onu Hac OOMaHBIBAIOT, HE CTECHSIOTCS, 3aU4eM HaM KOPUUTh U3 ceOst OaropomHbIX ?

B o0mmem, konedisich 1 COMHEBasiCh, TOAPYTU Bee ke aanmu Jluke cBoe cornacue. OHU Takxke
MooOeIany e, YT JIMYHO COMPOBOAAT €e K TOMY MeCTy, KOTOpoe OHa 0OIo00Baia AJisi CBOEro
«TIOXMIIEHUs» ellle B pouuislil ux ¢ Koctrkom Bu3uT Ha «KpacHoe 03epo».

— Ho mpownsoiitu 310 107KHO HOYBIO. A ceifuac aiiga Ha Oeper o3epa! Kymarbcs!

N Jluka Tak paJiocTHO 3acMesiiach, YTO Y MOAPYT MPSIMO KaMeHb ¢ aymu ynaix. OHu ObICTPO
HALENWIMA KyNaJIbHUKYA U K TPUXOQy Bepbl M MyKUMH OBUTM TOTOBBI K HOBBIM PAIOCTSM JKU3HH.
Koctuk u Jlema ka3aiuch ceroiHs ¢ yTpa HEMHOTO YTOMJICHHBIMU, HO B CTOJIOBOU MOOBIBAJIN 1 3aB-
TpaK OTBeJaTh YCIIEJIN.

—Tl'apocrs eme Ta, — npusHaics Koctuk. — IToxoxe, Ha TyTOILIHEro oBapa HUKakue BHYIIEHUS
He JeicTByIoT. KopMuTh Hac jiyuiie OH He coOUpaeTcsl.

— Vm mpocTo He MOXKeT.

— Curyanusi MHe KaxXeTcs HECKOJIbKO CTpaHHOW, — 3aAymMuuBO IpousHec KocTuk, — HO
MIOCKOJIbKY 51 TYT Ha OTAbIXE, BMEILIMBATLCS B HEE S HE XOUY.

Kupa xotena cripocuts, yem uMeHHO 3aHuMaeTtcsi Koctuk (Bpome Obl JInka roBopuiia, 4ro ee
KEHUX — MPEeyCreBaoIni ON3HECMEH), HO He ycrena. Bepa Hayasna OypHble MPUTOTOBICHUS K TUISIK-
HOMY OTJIBIXY U el moHagoouIack nomortns Kupsl ¢ Jleceit, 4ToObl BTUCHYTh MOTYUHe Tejleca B 0CO-
OBl KyHaJbHUK C yTATUBAOIIMMHU TUIAHKAMU M3 CBEPXIIPOYHOTO MOJIMICTEpPa, OOJIbIe HAIIOMUHAIO-
I1ero THOKMIA TUIACTHUK.

— 41 moymKHa BBIIISIIETh €CTECTBEHHO, — MbIXTena Bepa, moka noapyru B OyKBaJIBHOM CMBICTIE
CJIOBA YTPaMOOBBIBAJIH €€ TBIIIHBIE CKJIAJAKH B CIIUIIKOM TECHBIN KyHaJbHHK.
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— EcTecTBEHHO — 3TO HE 3HAYUT Ha TPU pa3Mepa MEHbIIE.

[TonyuuBimiics pe3yabTaT He yAOBJIETBOPUI HUKOTO, KpoMe caMmoil Bepsl.

— Jlecs, mocMoTpH, Kakast y MEHs TOHKasi Tajiusi! — Boctoprajiack oHa. — M kuBoTa coBceM HeT!

— [IpaBuIbHO, MOTOMY UTO OH PacIof3cs [0 BCEMY Telly, a MECTaMU J1ae CI0JI3 BHU3, HA HOTH !

W Jlecs ykazana Bepe Ha ToJICTBIE CKJIAIKU HA €€ TIOTIe M BEpXHEH YacTH HOT'H, 00pa30BaBIIIMeCs
TaM, TJ1€ 3aKOHUWJICS KyNaJIbHUK ¥ HAYaJIOCh OTKPBITOE TEJO.

— Bce paBHO, MOs1 BEpXHsIsl YaCTh BBIIVISIIUT ITPEBOCXOIHO. A HOTH. .. VIX 51 MOTy 3aMacK1MpoBaTh
BOT 3TOI TPSMNOYKOI!

W nenonro nymas, Bepa cxBatuia napeo, koropoe Kupa kynwia B Typiiuu ¥ He:KHO 0O,
Ho Kupa naxe He BsikHy/1a HU coBeuka nporecta. OHa MOHMMaJa, YTO B JaHHOM Clly4ae Mapeo Kyaa
6onblie HeoOxoauMo Bepe, yem eit camoii. O01auMBIINCh B KyNAJIbHUK M 33/IpallipoOBaB CBOW HU3
B JIETKYIO I1ajib, Bepa HemenieHHO noBecenena. KynanbHuK ObLT MPOCTBIM, Y€PHBIM, M OyJb OH Ha
napy pasmepoB OoJIbllie, TO BIOJHE MOT Obl IpUIaTh BepruHoMy Tesry pUCTONHBIN BUL.

Hukorzna He cnefyer mokynarh yTsruBaioiiee Oelbe MEHBIIEro pasmMepa, 4YeM BaM COBETYeT
nponaser. B Takom jese nepedapiyBath He claeayeT. YTSIHeIIbCs — U CTaHelllb TIOXOXeN Ha Tyro
NepeBsI3aHHYI0 capaesbKy. [la u KpoBooOpallieHre 3aTpyIHseTcs, a 3TO Toke He ecTh xopoio. Oco-
OEHHO JIETOM B Xapy.

— Thl kak? JIplaTb-To MOXelIb? — y4acTJIMBO MouHTepecoBaiack Jlecst y Bepsl, ube miio
CTaJIO CJIMIIKOM KPACHBIM.

— Mory, — ¢ sBHBIM TpyaoM npoienrtana Ta. — [loligemre, a TO mepes OCTAlIbHBIMU yike
HEeyHIoOHO.

ITo nopore Bepa, HecMOTpst Ha ofBIIIKY, cTapaiach uatu psaaom c Jlemeit. Y Kupa ¢ Jleceit
MOHsIM, 4TO Bepa HaMmeTwus1a 11e1b M He HamepeHa oTcTynark. JIuka cemenuia psaaoMm ¢ Koctukom,
BHUCSI Y TOTO Ha JIOKTE M YTO-TO BO30OYKIEHHO YMpUKasi eMy Ha yxo. KOCTHK KuBaj, HO BUJ y HEro
MY 3TOM OBUT HE CYACT/IMBBIH, & KAKOH-TO 33/lyMUHBBIN.

Ho noapyram Hekoraga Ob110 00 3TOM JymaTh, IIOTOMY YTO OHU TMOJHSUTUCH HABEPX 1 BHE3AITHO
niepes; HUMH OTKPbLIOCh 03epo. Uto 310 ObUTO 3a 03epo! Kakoil nuBHOM Kpacotsl! B Ty ke MUHYTY,
enBa yBuaes KpacHoe o3epo, mopyru nepecraiu xkajieTb, YTo pruexaiiu B 3konareps. [lyctb kpoBatu
TYT OBUIM KECTKUMHU, TTYCTh KOPMUJIM OTBPATUTEIIHHO, ITYCTh CBETA M TOPsTUe BOIIBI HE OBLIO, HO 3aTO
Kakasi KpacoTa BOKpyT!

— A Bo321yx! — B YIOEHMM BOCKJIMKHYJI BIIeUaTIMTEIbHBIN JleliKa, [JIOTHYB U3 IPUXBAYEHHOW
B Iopory OyTBUIKM MUBA. — 3aKavaenbcs!

— Ha, na, — eaBa CIBIIIHO MOATBEPAMIIA CTOsAIAs PsiioM ¢ HUM Bepa. — 3akauaenibes.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa B caMOM JieJie 3aKavyajlach, a IOTOM Havyasa najath Ha3eMb. [a eme tak
HEYAa4YHO, YTO 3aIIPOCTO MOTJIa CBAJIUTHCS MPSMO B 03epo. [1oipyrut CTOSIIN CIMIIIKOM JIaJIeKO, YTOObI
MIPUIATH el Ha ToMoIIlb. Jlemra ObUT yBIedeH cBouMM MUBoM, a JInka — Koctukom. U elMHCTBEHHBIH,
KTO yCIieJ IPUTH Ha iomoIik Bepe, 6611 Koctrk. OH-To 1 yxBaTuil mpoBopHO Bepy 3a pyKy 1 BTSHYT
ee Ha Oe30MaCHbIN MATAYOK.

— O rocniopu! Yro ¢ Heit? Yto ciryumsnoch?

— Ona B o6MopoKe.

— A 4ro ¢ Heit?

— Ilo-moemy, el pOCTO HEUEM JIBIIIATb.

— Mosker, pa3pe3aTb KynajabHUK?

Ycnpimas 310, Jlecs pemmrebHO BOCIPOTUBUIIACS.

— Hu B koem ciyuae! Bepa Ham 3TOro HUKOrja He MPOCTUT!

— A Tak OHa IIPOCTO 3aJ0XHETCH.

— MoskHO npuBeCTH €e B YyBCTBO MHAYE.

— Kak?

— Y xoro-Hubyap ectb ¢ codoii Boga?
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Oxkazajioch, 4TO BOJIBI HET, 3aTO MMMBA U COKa B M30BITKE — HA Oe3pbiObe 1 pak pbida. M mortom,
€CJIM BBIOMPATh U3 JBYX 3071, TO JIy4Ille YK OKa3aThCs B II€JIOM, HO MOKPOM U JIUTIKOM KyHaJIbHUKE,
yeMm BoBce Oe3 Hero! OT BBUIMTOrO Ha rojioBy NvBa Bepa mpuruia B ce®s YAMBHUTEIBLHO OBICTPO.
Oma cuziena Ha 3emJie, HeMOHUMAIOIIE XJIonast ria3amu. [lonpyru Buaeu, 4yto O1eIHOCTh He CTIETIUT
MOKUATh ee IeKH. Bepe Bce elnie ObUI0 0YeHb IJI0X0, €l OTYAsTHHO HE XBaTaJlo BO3IyXa.

— Jlema, Kocr4... Unure ganpime camu. Ham Hago nomous Bepe. U Tbl, JIvka, uau Toxe.

JIuka KuHyJIa Ha MOAPYT CTPAHHBIN B3IJIsi/, HO HE CTajla BO3paXaTh, B3sJla MYXKUUH MO/ PyKH
Y yBeJia BHU3 K 03epy. EnBa Tpounia ckpbuiach, OAPYTH MOACTYIIIIM K Bepe.

— Hapo cHATh KynajabHUK.

I'oBoputs Bepa He Moriia, HO 3HaKaMH AaJia IOHATh, YTO OHA IPOTHUB.

— Xorst OB €ro pacCTerHyTh!

Ha 310 Bepa 6bu1a cornacHa. U, BHICBOOOIMB M3 TUCKOB CBOIO BEPXHIOIO IBIIITHYIO MOJIOBUHY,
OHa PaJIOCTHO 3afblllIajia MIOJTHOM T'PYABIO.

— Ox, IeBYOHKH, nymasia, cioxHy! B miazax moremHesno, B ymax mymut! Crnacu6o, ocBo6o-
. Bel Takvie Mutbie! Bot 1 cefiyac He ynu, He Opocuiid MeHs OfiHY, He To uTto JIuka!

— Jluka ymuna, motoMy 4To Haj0 ObLIO yBEeCTH MYuMH. He Morim Bemb Mbl paszeBarh TeOs
MpU HUX.

Bepa Huuero He orBeTus1a. OHa Kak-TO 3aKpy4YMHUIIACDH, a IOTOM BIPYT IPOU3HECA:

— Bl 06e Takue xopome! Bot 51 Bac 3Hai0 BCero HUYEro, a yxke YyBCTBYIO, UTO Bbl JOOpHIC!
41 OBl Tak XOTENA APYKUTH C BAMHU.

— Ho y 1e06s yxe ectb nozpyra — JIuka.

— JInuka? Hy, He 04eHb-TO OHa CO MHOM IIepeMOHUTCS. Bce Bpems IIMbIHSIeT, pyraeT, 003bIBacT
TOJICTYXOH ¥ OO)OpOM. A pa3Be s1 BAHOBATa, YTO MHE Bce BpeMs xodercs ecTb? BoT s u em. A oHa
003bIBaeTCS.

BepoukuH ronoc 3Byyan oOMkKeHHO, Kak y MaJeHbKOW JeBOuKU. Ho moapyru He criemmnu eit
codyBcTBOBaTh. He HpaBuTes, Kak Benet ceds JIuka, mycts He oOmaercs ¢ veil. Kakue npoGiembi?

— A elie OHa YBOAUT y MEHSI MYKUMH, — HEOXKUJIAHHO MpU3HaIack noapyram Bepa. — [la, na!
A oHa BaM He ckazaja, uTo ¢ KocTukoMm s mepBasi IO3HAKOMUJIAChH ?

— Her, He roBopmia, — nokavasa rojoBord Kupa. — Ho kakas pasHuua, KTO ¢ HUM NEPBbIN
no3Hakommicsi? OH xe cam BeiOpa JIuky.

— Jluka oueHb xutpas. OHa 3HAET MHOTO TaKMX IITYK, HA KOTOPbIe MYKYMHBI BEyTCSI.

— Tebe Toke HUKTO He MelIaeT BBIyIUTh MAPOYKy TPIOKOB.

— 51 b1 ¢ paocThIO, HO S Takas Tymas!

Cuzietsb TyT MOA NAJISIIAM COJTHLIEM U CITYIIaTh KaoObl Bepsl MoipyraM COBCeM He XOTeNIOCh.
Bcero B cotHe mMeTpoB Onectenio o3epo. Mim xotenock Tyaa, Ha Oeper. Bepa 310 moHsia, TSXeIo
B3JIOXHY/Ia ¥ TIpoOopMoTAaIa:

— Ha, nam Hago uaTu. Ho 4to e MHe Jenarh nabiie? B Takom BUjie S ITOKA3aThCs HA IJIKe
HE MOTY.

— Moskem norckath Ha Oepery Oe3JIoIHOe MECTEUKO, I1e U UCKymaemcsi. Mbl Toxe ToiaeM ¢
TOOOH.

— Ara, — nogzepxana noapyry Jlecs. — Bon Tam B cTOpOHe €CTh CUMITATUYHbIN TUISIK.

Ho Bepe He xotenock ocraBisATs Jlemly n1axe Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMS.

— Tawm crosaTr nanatku. 3HauuT, U JTIOOU TaM TOXKE €CTb.

Ha, najaTky AeUCTBUTEIHbHO UMETUCh. DTO OTABIXAIHU T€ I'pax/iaHe, KOTOpbIe XOTeU JI0CTUYh
TMIOJTHOTO eJUHEHU s ¢ iprupooi. Kak pa3 cefiuac U3 OJHOM MaJlaTKU BHIOPAIach BBICOKASI Xy/Iast keH-
IIMHA, KOTOpasl BHIPSIMUIIACHh Ha OEpery BO BECh POCT U MPUCTAIBHO M HE 0CO00 JPYKEeTI0OHO CMOT-
peiia B cTopoHy AeByiiek. [loonanb Ha ecouke KOMOImWINCh Kakue-To netu. M Bepa 3aapraunnace.

— Ioiigem nyuriie K HAITMM MYKUUHAM.
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Bepa s1BHO paccunThIBasIa C TOJIKOM MCIIONb30BATh BPEMS BO3JIE 03epa AJisi OXMypeHus Jlemmu.
W Brpyr Takoi o6moM.

— 3acrerHuTe MeHsl CHOBa, — CO B3JJ0XOM BeJiesia oHa nojpyraM. — Hazeroch, Bo3jie Boabl 5
HEMHOT'0 MOI0epyCh U KYNaJbHUK MepecTaHeT MEHs TaK AyIIHTh.

Buumars nporectam Bepa He cobupanace. [TosTomy mogpyraM MpUIILIOCh TOBTOPHO yTpaM-
O0BaTh ee B KyNaJIbHUK.

— W 4em TBI TONBKO AyMasna, Korga Opasia Ty Belb? — nbeixTesna Kupa, moKkpeIBasch OT yCUIni
notom. — TeGe ke B Hee caMOCTOSITEIbHO HU B JKM3Hb HE BIIE3Th!

— B marazune 51 Mepwia KynaJbHUK pasMepoM Oofbiiie. A TIOTOM pelnia, eciiv YK sl B Hero
BJI€3Y, TO U B MEHBIIUI cMory. M OTOM. .. s Be[b pacCcuUMThIBaJIA, YTO MOXYIEI0!

Jla, BCe Mbl paCCUMTBIBAEM Ha TO, YTO ITOXYAEEM, HO IOYEMY-TO MOIYYAETCsI BCE C TOUHOCTHIO IO
HaoOopoT. MHI He XyaeeMm, a TosicteeM. Bpemst mpubaBiisieT HaM He TOJIbKO TO/Ibl, HO ¥ KUJIOTPaMMBI.
W Te nuiates, KOTOpbIE €11l IOl Ha3a[| CUAEIN UI€aJIbHO, CTAHOBSITCS MaJIOBATHl. A KOTrJja Mbl, IOW/s
70 CBOEro paclBeTa, CHOBA HAYMHAEM XYIETh U IOJACHIXaTh, TO OKA3bIBAETCS, YTO U IUIAThsl IAaBHO
BBIIIUIM U3 MOJIbl, U HOCUTD JIETKOMBICJICHHBIE Haps1bl HAM KaK-TO HE XOUYETCs, /1a M He 10 BO3PacTy.

Takast BOT 371ast UPOHUs CYbObI. Mbl TOHUMCS 32 HEJOCTH)KUMBIM, & KOT/Ia BCE K€ ero HacTu-
raeM, TO OKa3bIBAaeTCsl, YTO OHO HaM COBCEM YK€ U HE HYKHO.
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I'naBa 4

Ha mnske Obuto uymecHo. BeperoBasi nmuHus oOka3ajlach M3PE3aHHOM M KaMEHHUCTOM, Kak
YyacTeHbKO ObiBaeT B Kapenuu, HO Tem kxvBOMHCcHee TYT ObuI0. K cuacThlo, JieskaTh Ha OCTPBIX KaM-
HAX TYT He mpeasiarayiocs. ViMenuch nomareie Jiexaku, HaJo Moiararh, BRICTPYTaHHBIE OISATH ke U3
9KOJIOTUYECKU YMCTON IPEBECUHBI.

C nomorneio noapyr Bepa noGpanack 10 BOIbI, CITyCTWIA C KAMHSI HOTH B BOJIHBI TIPHOOS U
panocTHO yibiOHyAack. OT XOMOAHOW BOABL el noseryano. OHa Jaxe OTBaXWUJIACh MOIJIECKAThCS Y
Oepeskka, TaJeKo He 3arlibiBasi, YTOOBI B CIIydae HOBOro 0OMOPOKA €€ YCIIeNU CIIAacTH U BHIBOJIOYb Ha
6eper. Ho Hu4ero He mpomn3oIwuIo.

Bepa npuobdoapunack u Hayasia 3aurpbiath ¢ Jlemeit. [lonpyru eii He Merasu, mycTh pe3BUTCSI.
ABOCBH 4TO-HUOY/Ib Y HEe C Pa3MSKIINM OT BBIUTOrO ¢ yTpa nusa Jlemei u noixydutcs. XoTs caMu
JEBYIIKH IMOOCTEPETIIMCH ObI CBSA3BIBATHCS C TAKUM CyObeKTOM. Jlera Obi elnie TOT X010k ! B3Th X0Ts
OBl ero ccopy ¢ oOMTaTeIbHUIIEH OHOTO U3 yIAJIeHHbIX, CIIPSITAHHBIX B JieCy JOMUKOB. Ta Kpuuana,
yt0 Jlema e 4To-To IOJKEH. A OH CBOM JIONT NEPe] HeW HAuYMCTO OTPULIAJL.

Kax 661 Bepa He nonasia Bripocak ¢ 3TakuM KaBajiepoMm. Bripouem, ¢ camoii Bepsl B3sTh Heuero,
KpOMe ee JIMIMHUX KWIorpaMMoB. B GelHOCTH, OKa3bIBaeTcsl, €CTh U CBOM MPEHMYIIecTBa. beiHblii
YeJIOBeK BCerjia BUIUT UCKPeHHee K ceOe OTHOIIeHHe IPYrux, Oe3 oOMaHa v IpuKpac.

Ho B 11e10M Kynanue npoiiuio o4eHb IpUsATHO. A KOrja MpUIILIIo BpeMsi BO3BpaIllaThcsl Ha 00e],
MOAIPYT U OCTAJIbHBIX MOKUAAI IPUATHBIN clopripu3. Bosiie cTonoBoii cTosiia ofHa u3 nouepeil AHu,
KOTOpasl IIerTajia BCeM BXOASIINM:

— I'acmayuo roroBuiaa Mama. MoxeTe ecTb, HE OIaCalTeCh.

TomarHbIf Cyn B UCTIOTHEHUM AHU OKa3aJICsl TPEBOCXOIHBIM. A BOT OCTaJIbHBIE O/M0[a aHAa-
JIy3CKOW KYXHHU, YBbl, OCTaBWJI B JyIlIe Yy MOAPYT TsDKeNbli ciiell. bonee oTBpaTuTenbHON CTPSITHA
poOoBaTh UM ellle He MPUXOAUIIOCh. Jlake yIMBUTENIBHO, Kak 3TO (hacoib ¢ KapTodesieM 1 MICOM
MOJKET OKa3aThCsl TAKOW IaJKOM.

Bripouem, jxapkuM JIETHUM JHEM, KPOME XOJIOIHOTO CyIa, HUYero O0JIbllie U He XOTelIoCh. Tak
yro AHS yrajgajia. A eciii U Ha YKMH OHa TIPUTOTOBHUT XOTsI ObI OIHO CheJOOHOE OJII0/I0, TO KUTh
MOJKHO.

— A BeJlb HAM TYT KYKOBAaTb €ellle CerofHs 1 3aBTpa.

— A mocnezaBtpa He xouelb? — OypkHyna Kupa B otBer. — Ceronns JIuka cedst «IOXUTUT»,
3aBTpa Bech JIEHb Mbl OyJIeM ee UCKaTh, a HaiiieM B TIOHEJIeJIbHUK, HUKAK He paHblIIIe.

Jlecs cnerka 3aKpy4rMHHIIaCh, HO HEHaIoIro. Bedp mocnie odena Haymo Obuio uatk ¢ JIMkoit
OCMaTpHUBaTh TO MECTO, Il OHA COOUpaJIach MPATATHCS.

— WUnrn paneko, — npenymnpeniia oHa noapyr. — [loatoMy HazeBaiiTe CriOpTUBHYIO OOYBb U
3aKpoWTe PyKH U HOTH, YTOOBI HE TIOIapariathCsi O 3apOCIIH.

Jlo 3a0pOIIIeHHOTrO MMOHEPCKOTO Jiarepsi, KOTOphii 00modoBasa JInka B KadyecTBe BPEMEHHOTO
yOexuIna, uaTH ObLUTO Yaca MoJITopA.

— W 310 ecnm HaUCKOCOK Yepes Jiec. A ey Mo MPOCETIOYHOM A0POre, TO KUJIOMETPOB JBA/ILATh
Ha0epeTcs.

— Ho noyemy T He gymaeriib, 4To TeOs TaM HAUAYT?

— A nyis yero mHe Bbl? Eciiu KocTuk oTrnpaBUTCSI HA TIOUCKU B Ty CTOPOHY, Bbl MEHSI TIpeay-
npeaute. A ecnu Jlemna, To npenynpenut Bepa. Hejapom ke oHa cerofiHs OT Hero He OTIUIana, y
Hee ObUIO 3a[JaHKe: MpUyYasia MapHs K CRBOeMY IPUCYTCTBUIO.

3HauuT, Bepa neiictBoBana o ykaske JIluku? A Kak ke ee peasibHasi UM BbIMBIIIITIEHHAs 00112
Ha nopyry? Kak Obl Tam HU ObLT0, Bepa BeinonHsiia komanap! Jluku. 3Hauut, y JIuku B pykase Obu1
MIPUTIPSITAH KAKOW-TO KO3bIPh, HAIMYKME KOTOPOTO U 3aCTaBIIsIo Bepy mokopsThcs.

— Jluka, a Tel JaBHO 3Haelb Bepy?
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— MBbI ¢ Hell IpyKUM € AETCKOTo CaJluKa.

— U Bce 310 Bpemsi oHa Oblia Takou?

— Kakoi1? Toncroii, HecuacTHoM U T1akcoit? [a. JInuno s gpyrou ee u He moMHI0. BeuHo Tac-
KaJlach 32 MHOM, HbLIa, oOrkaiack. Ho 1 ee He rHana, 3auem? KoMy, Kpome MeHs1, OHa HyXHa Takas?
Jla Bepa u cama Obl He yita. OHa MeHsI CJIMIIKOM JIIOOUT, CIIMIIIKOM IIPUBSI3aHa KO MHE.

Jlnuno y moapyr He ObLIO omIyIeHus1, uTo Bepa Tak yx moout JIuky. Ckopee oHa ee nmodanBa-
ercs. A mouemy? UTo mpor3o0IIuIo Mex 1y STUMHU JABYMsI KEHIIIMHAMH, YTO JIaJI0 OIHOU U3 HUX TaKyI0
BJIACThb HaJ Ipyroii? Bee 3To ObLI0 HACTONMBKO CIIOKHO, UTO TIOPYTH HE CTAJIM BMelMBaThes. Mx neno
— MPOCTO NMOMOYB JIMKe B OCYIIeCTBICHUH TUIaHa. XOTsl, €CJIM YeCTHO, Jryulne Obl JInke ogymarhbces.

— Jluka, emie He Mo31HO Bce octaHoBUTh. Ham KocTuk He nokazasicst TakuM y:x gypakom. Jlyma-
elllb, OH TMOBEPHT B TO, UTO ThI 3aTesia?

—Pazymeercs, nosepur! [Io Hero y MeHsi Toxe He Typaku ObLH, U Bce Bepuin! Kto-To myrascs,
KTO-TO YCTPEMJISsJICSI Ha TIOMOIIb, HO PAaBHOMYIIHBIM He ocTaBasicsi HUKTO. VI KocTuk moBenercs.
[TycTh OH XOTh TPUKABI YCTICITHBIA OM3HECMEH, OT MEeHsI eMy He YUTH!

— A xakoii 6usHec y TBoero Kocruka?

— OH sBIseTCS XO3MHOM MPEANPUATHS, BBITYCKAIOIIEr0 W MPOAAIOIIETO BCSIKUE IITYKU
IJ1s1 caMo0OOpoHBI U ciexenus. Llnonckue pydku-oroanmaparsl. JIBepHble TIa3KU, U3 KOTOPBIX
BUJIHBI BCS TUIOIIAKA M JIECTHUIA. Ba3bl cO BCTpOEHHBIMM B HHMX TUKTOdoHamH. Bcsikoe Takoe,
TOJIKO HABOPOUYEHHOE U C IIU(PPOBBIMU TEXHOJIOTASIMHU.

— W B gymaerip, 4To cymeelb OOMaHyTh TAaKOTO YesloBeKa?

[onpyru 6buM opakeHs! JerkompiciueM Jluku. Ho cama oHa ceOst TakoBOW OTHIONb HE CUH-
TaJa.

— [ymaere, s yxe He PUKHUIBIBAIA Bce BapuaHThl? Ho mog Koy MHe nepefaTdvk HUKTO He
BKUBIISUL. A ofiekly ¥ 0OyBb 51 Ha BCAKHI CTydail HajeHy HoBble. I1o nopore, Bbl BUIETH, HYKHO
niepeiTH aBa pyueiika. Co6aku, eciii B3yMaloT UX B3SITh JIJIs1 MOMX ITOUCKOB, OBICTPO MOTEPSIIOT MO
crnen. U motom, 51 Belb He COOMPAIOCh OBITh «ITOXUIIEHHOW» CIUIIKOM A0T0. OHOrO AHS BIIOJTHE
XBaTHT.

— 3Ha4YuT, MBI HalIEM TeOsI B IIOHENE/IBHIUK ?

— Ha. donbire s ¥ camMa He BbIAEpXKYy. He o4eHb-TO MpUSITHO CUAETh M rafaTh, MPUIYT TeOs
criacaTh WJIH HeT.

— A pasBe Bepa He nepxut 1eds B kKypce nena? A mymana, uto oHa OyeT peryyisipHO 3BOHUTh
Teoe.

— Bepa, koHeuHO, MOsI ToApyra, HO OHa Takas aypa! M3 ee 0ObsICHEHMI XpeH YTO MONMeIIb !
[Tyctb syurie BoBce He 3BOHUT!

— ThI cMIIIKOM CTpoOra ¢ Heul.

Ho Jluka Huvero He oTBeTH 1A Ha 3aMevyaHe. BMecTo 3Toro oHa TOp;KeCTBEHHO BBHITSIHYIIA PYKY
Y BOCKJIMKHYJIA!

— Ipumm!

[Moppyru npocnennm 3a ee yKa3yoIluM MePCTOM U B3IPOTrHYJIU. 3a0pOICeHHBIN U O€3TI0IHbIN
MMOHEPCKUH JIarephb BBINIsAIE OueHb MpauHo. OH Haxoausics B TiryOuHe Jieca. [lo o3epa ObUIO UATH
v uaty. Jla v jec TyT ObUT KaKOW-TO HEPaJOCTHBIN, YTPIOMBIN, ¢ mpeodnaganuem eneid. Kakue xe
POAMTENN OTIPABIISUIA B TAKOE MPAYHOE MECTO CBOMX JIeTei?

Koneuno, B sxonarepe «KpacHoe 03epo» Toxe ObUIM BETXHE JOMUIIKH, HO BCE ke TaM ObLIO
MHOTO Hapofa, CBETJIO, PaJOCTHO Ha Ayiie. A TyT... JINUHO MOAPYrd ¥ OHOW MUHYTHI TYT ObI HE
OCTaJIUCh.

— Bppp! — nepenepuyno Kupy. — A noecesnee Thl cebe HUUEro HalTH He Mora?

— 41 cioma He BecenuThCs MPUTY, @ My>Ka CBOETO MpoBepsATh Oyayiero! Kakie KOHKpeTHO y Bac
€CTh BO3paXXEHHUs TPOTUB ITOTO MecTa?

— OHO CIMIITKOM MpavyHOe.
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— U a10 Bce? bonbliie Bo3pakeHnii HUKAKUX ?

— Her, Hukakux.

— Hopory 3anomuuim?

— Bniosnxe.

— Hy, tax cioga Bl Koctuka u nipusenete. To ecTh, KOHEUHO, He cpa3y. CHavana MOXUTUTETN
coo0IIaT MapHIo, YTO BHIKYII TMOJYYEH U s HAXO0XKYCh B ObIBIIIEM MUOHepiarepe «Kocrep», a morom
yXe Bbl IPOCJIEINTE, YTOOBI OH He 3a0JIyIWIICS U TIPUILe]] UMEHHO CIoJa.

— Munyrouky! Kakoii Takoit Bbikyn? Pa3Be Mbl HE JOroBapMBaJIMCh, YTO HUKAKUX AEHET HE
Oynet?

— JleBuonkwu, — 3anbiia Jluka. — Hy, camu mocynute, Kak ke 6e3 BbIKyna-to? be3 Hero HUKak
HeJb3s. DTO Oy/leT BBIIAAETh MOAO3PUTENBHO. UTO 32 MOXUTUTENN TaKue, KOTOpble BEPHYT MEHS
nipocto Tak? Ho 51 BaM KJISIHYCb, UTO S1 U KOTIEMKU U3 ITUX JIEHET HE BO3bMY.

Hy u to nagHo. Y Ha ToM cniacuoo.

— A T8I 1€ Oyrienn?

— Bon B Tom omuke. OH camblii 11eJ1bi. TaM U cTaHy Bac J105KUAaThCS.

— A KTO Tebs cBsIKET?

— Cesixer?

ITogpyram nokasasiock, 4to JImka HEPBHO B3JPOTHYJA, CIOBHO 4ero-To ucnyrauacs. Ho ona
TYT e B3sJ1a ce0sl B pyKU U OObsICHUJIA!

— Cama cebs cBsixy. HeBenmka XuTpocTb.

— Camoti Tebe Kperkue y3/1bl He 3aBs3aTb.

— CripaBmiocs! — yBepeHHO Bo3pasuia eit JIuka. — J[la u He Oyget Moi )KeHHX B MHUHYTY paJOCTH
oOpararh BHUMaHUE Ha TaKyl0 EpyH/Y.

— Crnymait, JIuka, a Tel He XOuelllb Bce OTJI0KUTh? Bee-Taku Tl camMa roBOpuJIa, UTO B IPOIILIBIA
Pa3 KTO-TO ChITpajl ¢ TOOOW HEXOPOIIYIO ITYTKY. A UTO, €Cii Obl TOT YeJIOBEK TesI He MPOCTO CBA3A,
a yown?

— Co MHOI HUYEro He CIIyYUJIOCh.

— A y3np1? Thl Besib He cMoIVIa X pa3Bsa3aTh. KTO-To 3aTsiHyI UX, MOKa ThI CHaja.

— MHe 310 MOIIO NMOKa3arecs. Mnm g1 cama BO CHE UX 3aTsHYJIA.

— Ox, Jluka, Hexopoliee Thl A€JI0 3aaymalia, — B3AoxHyna Kupa, yeM BbI3Basla caMylo HAaCTOSI-
LIyIO BCTIBILLIKY THEBA.

— Hy cnacu6o! — BockimkHyna Jluka. — Hamum Bpemsi, koraa MHe 00 9ToM ckasath! [lymaere,
MHE CaMOW HpaBUTCS AypUTh rooBbl Myxukam? Ho uTo ke aenarhb, eciiv MHaYe UX HUKaK He Mpo-
BepUTh! A TYT ClIOCOO XOPOIIWH, HA/IEKHBIH.

— Jla Kakoy ke OH HaJeXHbIi, €CIM Thl MHOTO pa3 UM I0JIb30BajIacCh, /1a TOJIBKO JIBAa pasa
YCIIEIITHO, U TO MOTOM ¢ OOOMMH MYKbsIMH pa3Besiach?

— C Kocrukom s He pa3Beych! — yBepeHHO ckazana JIuka. — Y Hero feHer MHOTO, HE TO UTO
y Moero niepBoro. M oH 9THX JeHer Ha MeHs XkajeTb He OyleT, He TO 4TO MOH BTOpoi Myxk. Tak 4to
s1 C HUM HE pa3Beych, IyCTh AaXe U HEe MeuTaeT!

Tak BOT B ueM nprunHa pa3BoAoB JIuku! ¥V mepBoro ee Myxka JeHer ObUI0 MaJIO WM He ObLIO
BOBCE. A BTOpPOW XOTb U ObUT OOTaT, HO HEe CIIEIIII IeTUThCSI CBOUM OOraTcTBOM C JIMKOW.

Kupa emie pa3 okuHys1a B3[JIJ0M CyMpPavHyIo MOJIsSIHY U CKa3asa:

— Ilopa Hazan. Korga mel eme godepemcs.

Oo6parHo uATH OBUIO Jierde, 10pora JeByIIKaM OblIa yKe 3HAaKOMa.

— JIuka, ckaxu, a 4To Bac cBs3bIBaeT ¢ Bepoii? Brl ¢ Hell Takue pa3Hble, a MEX]y TEM APYKHUTE.

— Mawmbl Haly JpyKUJIH, — HEOXOTHO OTKJIMKHYAch JInka. — Hy BOT 1 MBI TOXeE. .. TaK CKa3ars,
apyx0a 1Mo HaCJIeICTBY.
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Bosnbine JInka HUYero He moxenana pacckaszath. OHa BooOIe ObUla 3aayMumnBa. SIBHO TOTO-
BUJIACh K TpejcToseMy ucneltanuio. [lonpyru eit ouens couyBctBoBaiu. Y Koctuk Toxe 3ameTu
HACTPOEHHE CBOEH JIEBYILKH.

— Tl He 3a0onena, noporasi?

— Iocne Takoro yxuHa 1 3a00J1€Th HEJOJITO.

Ha yxuH cHOBa ObUIO MOAAHO HEYTO HEBOOOPA3MMOE, €IUHCTBEHHBIM MPUIMYHBIM OIIOIOM
OKa3aJlach OBOILIHAS 3alleKaHKa, KOTOPYIO MPUTOTOBMIIA AHs. 3aeKaHKa Moy Yuiach HeXXHas, IblIlI-
Hasg. A B COUETAaHWU CO CBEKUMH OebIMU OyJIKaMH, OOCHIITAaHHBIMH CBEPXY MYKOH, U apOMaTHOM
MSICHOM MOJTMBOM OHa ObuIa BooOIe 6ecrionoOHa. Ho Jluka k 3arekaHke qaxke He PUTPOHYJack. U
CBOE HACTPOEHHE OOBSCHUIIA TUIOXUM CAMOYYBCTBUEM.

— Xouerb, yeaeM B ropof? — ere Oosblie BCTpeBoxuics KocTuk.

ITO npeaIokeHre He COOTBETCTBOBAIO IIaHaM JIMKM, TOSTOMY OHa OTPHULIATEIBHO MTOKavyaa
TOJIOBOM U CKa3aJa, 4To MOM/IET U JISKET CHaTh [IOpaHbIIIe.

VYxon4, oHa mennysa Kupe:

— Bcee, 51 yxoxy. [lapy yacukoB elie nocuauTe ¢ My,KMKaMH Ha MOJISIHKE, a IOTOM BO3Bpallaii-
TeCh B Halll JOMUK U NogHUMaiTe Tpesory. [lonsmm?

— Ja.

— Hy, 4 Ha Bac HaJewCh.

O6bryH0 Kupa mobuia cuaets Bo3Jie KOCTpa, CIyIIaTh paccKasbl IPYTUX U pacCKa3bBaTh CBOU
ucropuu. Tenepp OHa Havaja MOHMMAaTh IPEJNECTb KU3HU B dKojarepe. IIpuBbIUHBIE [UIsI COBpe-
MEHHOIO YeJIOBEeKa 3aHSATHS TYT OTCYTCTBOBaIM BoBce. M nuiieHHsle noctyna B MHTepHeT moau
BBIHY’K/IEHbI ObUIM BO3BPAIIIAThCSl K HOPMAJIBHOMY, €CTECTBEHHOMY T€UeHHIO KU3HU. OHM HAYMHAIIH
o0IIaThCs APYT C JPYrOM B peajibHOM, a He BUPTyaIbHOM Mupe. [IpuaymbIBain cede Kakue-To 3aHsi-
THSI, UTPbI, PYKOJETbHUYAN WM TIPOCTO BAJISUIMCh HA TPaBe M I71a3€/IM Ha MPOIUIBIBAIOIINE IO HEOY
oOnaka. Packpenoranyces 1 o3ToMy 4yBCTBOBaIM ceOs1 6oJiee OTIOXHYBIIMMU, YeM KOrJa-Iruoo.

Ho ceronus Kupa He Morya cocpeioTounThesl Ha TOM, YTO MTPOMCXOAMIIO BOKPYT. OHa He CIlbl-
I11aJ1a PacCKa30B APYTruX oOUTaTeNel SKoarepsi, He cMesulach HaJl MX Iy TKaMu. MBICIIEHHO OHa Obljia
MajieHbKOoH JIukoii, 6eccTpaiiHo mpoOuparoIiencs: celyac yepe3 TeMHBIN JieC, YTOObl OKa3aThCsl B
KYTKOM, IyTaoleM MeCTe, IJe el MPe/ICTOsIO IPOBECTU 3TY HOUb, BECH CIECAYIOIIMI [IEHb, & BO3-
MO’HO, U CJIEYIOLIYIO HOYb.

Kaxercs, Jlecst mymasia o ToM ke, TOTOMY UYTO M OHa OblTa HeBecesa U 3aJyMY1Ba.

— Yro-TO BBI, AEBOUKH, HEBECEIBIE CcerofiHs, — 3ameTrui Koctuk. — Ha comnHue neperpenucs?
Nnu uro?

HuxkTo emy He orBeTHi1. XOPpOILIO €111e, YTO HeyHbIBaloLMii Jlema, KOTopblii, Ka3alock, HE 3aMe-
YaJi HIKOT0, KpOMe caMoro ce0s1, BCIOMHIT OY€PEIHON aHeK 0T, KOTOPBIH OKa3asics cMerHbIM. [Tof-
KJIIOUWIKCh U JIpyrue otasixawomye. M Becesslil cMex ellie JOJIr0 He 3aTUXall HaJl pacChIIAloIIM B
HOYM UCKPBI KOCTPOM.

Cuas psagoM ¢ BecessIMMUCS JIIOAbMU BO3JIE JKapKoro riiaMeHu, Kupa cnunoii omtyiana, Kak
K Hell MOJCTynaeT HoyHasi TbMa. OHa eKuiach U iymMajia o TOM, Kak JIuka, MajieHbKasi 1 OTUHOKAas,
npoOupaeTcs: yepe3 IyCToM TEMHBIH Jiec K CBOeH MeuTe. A ee MeuTa CHUIUT TYT Y KOCTpa U B yC He
nyer!

— Ioiny, — nogHsIack BHe3arHO Ha Horu Bepa, — mocMoTpio, kKak Tam JIuka.

— 51 ¢ Toboit! — Bckounna Jlecs.

— W s toxe!

KocTtuk k1Hys1 Ha Tpex JieBYIIEeK YAUBJIEHHBIN B3IV U TOKE Ha4asl BCTaBaTh.

— Bul mipaBbl, Hafo HaBecTuTh JIkKy. Bo3mMoXkHO, OHa CiUT, HO BAPYT ei crajo xyxke. Hamo
MIPOBEPUTD, KAK JIeJa.

[Tonpyru He cranm Bo3paxaTh. B KOHIlE KOHIOB 3aTesiHHbIN JIMKOM CrieKTak/b B EPBYIO OYe-
penp npegHasHavancsa UMeHHo Ui Kocrtuka. Y TobKo 1A Hero.
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— KoHeuHo, nonuii ¢ HaMu.

Homuk moapyr Obu1 THX M Oe3moneH. He Terummics faxe OroHek MacisHOH JIaMIThl, KOTO-
PYIO J€BYIIIKY OCTABJISUTN 32X KeHHOU. Yxo/s, JInka noracuia oronb. KocTuk mienkHyn 6eH3MHOBOI
32)KUTAJIKOU U TIPH €€ CBETe OCMOTPE BCe HEOOJIbIIIOe POCTPAHCTBO JOMHKA.

— JIUKM TYT HET, — C HEJOyMEHUEM KOHCTaTUpOBaJl OH. — [ '1ie sxe oHa?

— HagepHoe, ei1 cTajio mioxo.

— 3ayeM ke OHa B TAKOM CJIy4yae BCTajla ¢ MOCTENIM U BbIlIUIA U3 1oMa?

— Kocrtuk, onomnucs! B fome naxke Her canysina.

— Toraa s 1omkeH NoCMOTpeTh BOKPYT !

Kocruk BerpeBoxmiicss He Ha 1myTKy. [logpyram naxe crano ero xkaiko. Ecim oH ceilyac Tak
Aepraercs, 4To ke ¢ HUM OyJeT, KOI/ia OH y3HaeT, 4To JIMKe He MPOCTO CTaI0 HEXOPOIIIO U OHA TMOIILIA
HEMHOTO ITPOBETPUTHCS, a YTO €€ MOXUTUIIM M OHA B OTTACHOCTH ?

Jl1s1 oTBOAA TIa3 NEBYHIKU TOXE MOOPONMIIM Cpeir JOMOB, BBIKpHKHUBass uMms Jluku. OHH
MPEKPACHO 3HAJIM, YTO HUKTO UM HE OTBETHT, HO Belb HAJO ke ObIO m300paxkarh TpeBory. Tak
OBLJIO MOJIOkKEHO IO CIIeHapuIo, HanrcanHoMy JInkoi. Y mogpyru 4ecTHO oTpadaThiBaid CBOM POJIH,
WCKPEHHE HaJ/IesCh, YTO CBOEU HEYMEJIOW UTPON HUYETO HE HAIOPTHT.

— Jluka! JInuka!

W B yHUCOH OTKyHa-TO U3-3a AepeBbeB J0oHOcUIICs rosoc Kocrrka:

— Jluka-a-a-a!

Hakowner nmapeHb MoHsiI, 4ToO ONYXAaTh BIOTBMAx IO JIECy — 3pSIIIHOE [IeJI0, ¥ BEPHYJICS K
OCTaJIbHBIM. JIeBYIIKM yXke MOAXUIAIN €ro BO3JIe CBOEro Aomuka. KocTuky mpeacrosno camomy
OOHAPYKUTD 3aTHMCKY «MTOXUTUTEJIEN», KOTOpasi, KaK OHH yOeIUJIHCh, Jiekaia Ha moaymke JInku.

— Huuero He noHumaro, — pacrepssHHo npousHec Kocruk. — Jluku nurne Het. Kyga ona morna
nerbes?

— Jla, oueHb CTpaHHO, — HEBOJILHO OTBEAS B3IVIAA, pou3Hecna Kupa.

— JleBouku! — ernie Oonbine BcTpeBoxuics Koctuk. — Bol uto-T0 3HaeTe? Bam uTo-TO M3BECTHO?

— Kt10? Mn1? Her, otkyaa!

[Nonpyru crapanuck, 4ToObI KX rOJIOCa 3BYYaIM MAKCUMAILHO YoeauTenbHo. Ho Bpsin u y Hux
3TO XOPOILO MOTYYUIOCh. KOCTHK Kak-TO CTpaHHO M3MEHWICS B JIMLE U IPEAJIOKNI:

—Hago 6wl emmie pa3 mocMoTpeTs B Jjome. Bpyr Tam ocTaiuch ciieibl, KOTOpble Mbl HE 3aMETHIIN
paHbiLe.

JleByIIKY MOCITYIITHO 3aKuBaM rojoBamu. [Topa Obl yixe Koctuky oOHapyxuTh 3amucky JIuku
Y TIOHSAITh, YTO BCE MIPOUCXOJSIIEE Ky/la CEpbe3HEEe, YEM OH Mpe/roara.

INocnanue Koctuk Hamen. He cpa3y, HO OH yBUzeNT HEPOBHBIN OOpBIBOK OymMary Ha JIMKWHO#
nonymike. [TogHecs K 171a3am, OH BUMTAJICS B HEPOBHbIE CTPOYKH, HATIMCAHHBIE IIEYaTHBIMU OYKBaMH,
Y BOCKJIUKHYIL:

— Yro 32 purHa? JIeBUOHKH, YTO MPOUCXOIUT?

— A uro?

— Tyt Hanucano, yto JIuky noxurum!

— IMoxutumu?! Kak noxurumm?

Tpem neByIIKaM MPHIILUIOCh MCTIONb30BaTh BCE CBOM aKTEPCKHE CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI MX BO3-
I71aChl IPO3BYYATH YOEAUTEIBHO.

— Jla mocmotpute camu!

JleByIIIKM U Tak 3HAIM cofepxkanue JlnkuHou 3anucku. Y teneps, cropast OT CThija, OHU Clie-
JIaJii BUJL, YTO YMTAIOT 3AIUCKY. XOPOIIIO ellle, YTO BOKPYT ObLIO TeMHO, Tak 4To KocThk He Buaen
UX MOKPACHEBUIMX OT HEJIOBKOCTH JIMI1!

— Kro mor noxuruts JIuky? — HejoymeHnHo npousHec Koctuk. — Bepa, y Hee Obutn Bparu?

— Her... pasBe 4ro...

—Yro?
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— PasBe uto ObIBIIIME MYXKbSI.

— IIpu yem TyT JIMKUHBI OBIBIIIE MYKbs?

— Onu He xoTenu, 4ToOs! JInka odpena cyactbe ¢ JpyruM MyKUrHOU. BO3MOKHO, 3TO UX Mpo-
WCKU.

— Ila Her, uymb Kakasg-to! KpacTh qeByIKy, 4ToOB OHa He BBIIILIA 3aMyK 3a qpyroro? Ml xe
HE B ropHOM ayiie. M ObiBIMe Myskbsi MOel JIMKM, HACKOJIBKO 5 3HAI0, — MHTEJUTMTEHTHBIE U BIIOJIHE
pasymHble 0. OIMH — U3BECTHBIN apTUCT, OH Ceivac Kak pa3 3aHsAT B HOBOM CEpUaJle U 3arpy:KeH
IO/ CaMyIo 3aBsI3KYy. A BTOpOW — OM3HEeCMeH, OH Ha CUMIIO3uyMe B bepHe.

[Toapyru Tonbko pThl nopackpeiBaiv. OnHako KocTHK O4eHb XOpOIIO OCBEIOMIIEH O KU3HU
Jluku! OH maxe B Kypce, Iie HaXOsATCs B JAaHHBI MOMEHT ee OBIBIIIME MYXbsl 1 YeM OHU 3aHUMa-
I0TCS1.

Ve B kotophiid pa3 Kupa mogymana o tom, uro Jluka ommoOnace, cuutas cBoero Kocruka
npocroduient u gypaykom. Ilapensb TakoBbiM He Obul. U ceituac oH Oe3 Tpyna pasragaeTr 3aMbice
JIvku u...

— JleBYOHKHM, MpU3HABAITECH, Kya aeiach Jluka?

— MsI He 3HaeM.

— D70 Be/b BCE LIYTKA, HE TaK JiU?

— Her, JIuxy noxutimu! — BockimkHyna Bepa. — Tel ke untan ee 3anucky. Oii!

Bepa 3axmonnyna pot, HO ObU10 1M0371HO. CIIOBO, KaKk M3BECTHO, HE BOPOOEH, BBIJIETUT — HE
norimaenb. Y KocTuk, KOHeYHO ke, 0OpaTiil BHUMaHUE Ha 3JI0MOMYYHYI0 OTOBOPKY Bepsl.

— Ee 3anucky? — NoBTOPWJI OH BbIpa3UTENbHO. — UTO Thl MMeelIb B BULY? DTy 3alIUCKY HallM-
casa cama JIuka?

— Hert! Her, uto 11! — 3HEpruuHo 3anportecroBaia Bepa. — 4 mpocto oroBopuacs! I umena B
Buay DTV 3amucky. Cama He 3Hat0, 4TO CO MHOUM TBOpuTcs. HaBepHoe, 51 cmiikom Ootock 3a JInky,
BOT U HECY BCAKYIO epyHAy!

Koctuk nmpomornyas, HO y HOAPYT CJI0KUJIOCh TBEPIOE OLIYIIEHUE, YTO OH UM HE BEpHUT.

— JlagHo, 310 He pobema. Ceiiyac MBI OIIpeie M, Tjie HaM uckarth JIuky!

Koctuk ycrpemuicst Ha ynuily, A€BYIIKH TOCTIEA0BAIM 32 HUM. B ome ObL10 ropasio TemHee,
yeM Ha yauie. M kK ToMy ke JIeByIIKaMm ObUIO OYeHb MHTEPECHO, uTo 3amyMas Koctuk. A MyxunHa
yXke Oeskall B CTOpOHY CTOSTHKM MariH. OHa HaXoMIach B OTAAJIEHUU OT SKoJareps, 3a JepeBbsIMH,
YTOOBI BU/I OEH3UHOBBIX JKEJIE3K HE OTBJIEKAJ OTABIXAIOMINX OT OOIIEHHS C )KUBOW MPUPOJION.

— Yto oH 3agyman? — Ha Oery crpocuiia y octaibHbIX Jlecs.

— He 3Hato. Ho y Hero sIBHO ecTb KakoW-TO ILIaH.

— $cHoe neno, uib Kak HeceTcs!

ITnan y Koctuka 6bi1 ouens npocroit. Hemapom Kupa 3anomo3puia kako-To MOABOX, KOTria
y3Haja, B YeM 3aKJII04YaeTcs npodeccuoHaibHast JesaTeabHOCTh JInkuHoro keHuxa. Hy He Mor Myx-
YMHA, KOTOPBI MHOTO JIET MOJPS/I 3aHUMAETCsl IPOU3BOACTBOM, TUPAKUPOBAHUEM U MTPOJAKEN pa3-
HBIX IIIMMOHCKUX IITYYeK, He UCTTPOOOBAThH CAMble HOBBIE U JIUIIIFe CBOM Pa3paOOTKHU Ha ONMM3KUX U
moOuMBIX Jmofsx. Pazymeercs, JIuka He octayiack B CTOpPOHE, XOTSI caMa M He TIOI03peBajia 00 STOM.

INonGexaB k cBoell MalMHE, KOTOpas OKasajach CBEepKawlleil JakoM u xpomom «BMB»
nocieiHel Moaenu, Koctuk HemeyIeHHO BKJIIOYMJI 3aKMIaHME W Havall ILEeJKAaTh KHOIKaMHU Ha
BCTPOCHHOW KOMITHIOTepHOU MaHesw. [TormyTHO OH OOBSCHSIT MOAPYTraM CMBICIT CBOMX JEHUCTBUI.

— Henemo Hazaa s nogapuit JIMke noiBECKY — yKpallleHHBIN AParolieHHbIMUA KaMHSIMU KYJIOH,
B KOTOPBIi BMOHTHPOBaH mnepegaryuk. OOBYHO MBI TPOM3BOIMM TaKHe TMOJBECKU B CTAHAAPTHOM
TUJIACTUKOBOM KOPITyCe, HO 1 3aX0TeJl CAeNaTh CBOM MOJapoK 0cOOeHHBIM. Y 3HaKOMBIH 10BEHp Clie-
JIaJl OIpaBy MO MOEMY 3aKasy.

[Tonpyru nepernsaHyauck. Kpacusblil, ycblaHHBIA AparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMU KyJI0H JIuka um,
KOHEYHO ke, leMOHCTprpoBaia. OHa HOCHJIA €ro Ha Iee, OH HAllOMHHAJI HEOONBIION, HO OYEHb
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M3AIIHBIN [IBETOK. B cepeanHe KpacoBaicsi OpWILIMAHT Pa3MepoM C HOTOTh MU3MHIIA. A OCTaJIbHBIE
KaMHH ObLTM pyOMHAMU, U3yMPYJaMHU U PO30OBBIMU cariprpaMu.

Hoporas Ge3zenyIika v 1ieHbl HeMaJloi, Belb c/ieslaHa oHa ObUla 1o 3akasy. HeyauBuTesnbHO,
yto JIMKa TacKasia nogapoK CBOEro keHHuxa ¢ COOOH 1 He ycTaBaJla ero JEMOHCTPUPOBAThH BCEM XKeJla-
IOLLUM.

— U TBI ¢ moMOIIBIO KyJIOHA ceifuac MOXKelllb yCTAHOBUTh MecTOHaxoxaenue Jiuku?

— Ha! — papoctHo noareepaui Koctuk. — Kak uyBcTBOBal — MPUTOAUTCS MOM MOJApPOYEK.
Yo6equrech camu!

N Koctuk ykasan Ha 9KpaH KOMIIbIOTepa, Ha KOTOPOM Mepliajia MajieHbKasi KpacHasi TOUKa.

— JIuka coBceM psoM ¢ HamuMm JjiarepeM. [1o npsamoit 10 Hee He OOJbIIIe MATH KUJIOMETPOB!
[Tocroitre-ka! Tyt naxe nognuce uMeeTcs — muoHepiarepb «Kocrep». Bon ona rae!

Dto ObUT MpoBa Bcel JIMKWHOM omepanuu! A BIpodeM, nmodemy mpoBayi? 1o ObLT ycrex!
Koctuk ompapan Bce JIukunel Hagexapl. OH CyMeeT HalTH M CIIACTH €€ 32 PEeKOPAHO ObICTpoe
BpeMs. 3HAUMT, MPOSIBUT ceOs1 HACTOSIIMM MYXEM M 3alUTHUKOM.

Hy a 10, 4TO B 3TOM €My MOMOIJIA COBPEMEHHbBIE TEXHOJIOTUH, TaK Beb U BPeMsI HE CTOUT Ha
Mmecrte. JInka nomkHa ObUla YUUTHIBATh, C KEM CBsi3biBaeTcs. M, cMeHMB ofiekay U 00yBb, MOTJIa Obl
n30aBUTHCS M OT yKpaieHuit. OHa 3Toro He czieniaa, mycTb NeHseT Tereph Ha cedsl.

— Ceituac mu ¢ Jlexoit coeraem B 310T «Koctep» u criaceM JIuky.

— Ee noxututenu MoryT ObITh BOOPYKEHBI.

— la 6pocsre, neBuonku! S ke Bce moHnmMarw! JInke mpocto 3axoTesoch HEMHOTO MOIIEKOTaTh
MHe HepBbl. OHa Takasi, 3Ta BHIXOJIKA BIIOJIHE B €€ JyXe.

Otpuuats yrcTyio mpasay Obuto TpyaHo. Ho TeM He MeHee JeBYIIKM MYKeCTBEHHO MOIbITa-
Jmck 310 caenarb. Ho Koctuk He crait ux ciymars.

— Ceitvac mel ¢ Jlemkoi cxogum u BepHeM JIuky Hazaz. Bl He momymaiite, I€BOYKH, s HA Bac
HU KarleJbKH He cepkych. DTo Beab JIMKa BTsHY A Bac B 3Ty UCTOpUIO. $1 3Ha10, OHA MOXKET.

— Kocruk...

— Bcee! 4 yxe perun!

— Her, Ml He 0 ToM. KocTHK, MOXHO MBI oigeM ¢ Toooi u Jlemein?

— Xorute ckazartb JIMke, Kak Bbl €10 HeIOBOJIbHBI? OUeHb XOpOoIIIo, TOWIeMTe BCe BMECTe.

O06pagoBaHHBIE MOAPYTH TYT K€ BHICTPOMIIUCH B KOJIOHHY, IEMOHCTPUPYsI CBOIO TOTOBHOCTD K
Mapi-OpocKy. A JOBOJBHBI OHU ObUTH TeM, Kak ObicTpo KocTuk cymen pa3oOparbCsi B CHTYallUH.
[MoBesno Jluke ¢ Oymynmm myxkeM. C TAKMM HUT/IE HE TTPOTa e !

Bropas 3a cerogHsIHMNA JeHb KCIeqUIMs K muoHepiarepio «Koctep» mporia Kyaa jierde,
yeM riepBast. OTIpaBUTLCs ObUIO pelieHo 1o gopore Ha MamuHe Koctuka. U yxe yepe3 ueTBepTh
yaca BCsl KOMITAaHUSI BBICAKMBAJIaCh BO3JIE MIOKOCUBIIIMXCS M HACKBO3b IMPOPKABEBIIINX BOPOT, YKpa-
IIIEHHBIX JpeBHEN BbIBecKOW. Heckombko OYKB CBAIMIIOCH HA 3€MITIO, M TETEpPh Jiarepb Ha3bIBAJICS
mipocto «OCT».

— Ham Tyna.

HeBonbHo Bee 3amenymmm miar. Iynsmmidi B BEpIIMHAX JEPEBbEB BETEp, XJIONAIIUE JBEPH
OBIBIIMX KOPITYCOB, CKPUIISIIIIME JIONIAThIE CTEHBI, OT KOTOPBIX TO TYT, TO TaM OTBAJIMBAJUCh KYCKU
OOIIIMBKY, BHYIIIAIM €CJIM HE CTPaX, TO HEKOTOPOE OIaceHue.

Koctuk 3Bath JIuky He ctan. OH gBUTaCs MO yKa3aHUsM CBOero nproopa. Tpuauars MeTpoB
K CeBepy, ABaIaTh Ha BOCTOK.

— Bot MbI 1 ipunum, — KUBHYJI OH Tos10Bo# Jlere.

Ha ronose y Jlemm ObLT CrielaIbHBINA TPUOOP, TIO3BOJISIONINNA BUJETh B TEMHOTE TIOUTH TaK
K€ XOpOIIO, KaK M MpH cBeTe IHsA. BooOie-To Oesble HOUM elle yAep:KUBaIM CBOW TO3UIIMHU, HO
C KaXIbIM JTHEM OHHM CTAaHOBMJIMCH Bce Kopoue. M ecii Ha OTKPBITBIX MecTax ObLJI0 OTHOCHTEJIHHO
CBETJIO, TO YK IOJI TIOJIOTOM Pa3pOCIIMXCs IePEeBbEB O€3 TAKOro MproOpa MoYTH HUYEro Hellb3s1 ObUTO
paccMOTpETh.
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BueszanHo B pykax y Jlemu nosiBUuioch opyxue, Ipy BUjie KOTOPOTO AEBYIIKH €/1Ba YAECPKAIUCh
OT UCITyraHHBIX BO3MIacoB. OHM HUKaK HE OXMIAM, YTO Beceblil U Oe300uaHbIi Oanaryp Jlema
OKa’KeTcsl BOOPYKEH U OYeHb oraceH. He ai1s1 HuX, pasymeercs, HO AJisl... ISl CBOMX BpParos.

— Tuxo! — menHyn oH NepenyraHHeIM JAEBYLIKAM, XOTS T€ U HE JyMaJld IIOIHUMATh LIYM.

Mexnay temM KocTuk yxke TOJIKHYJ JBEPH IOMHMKA, B KOTOPOM YKpbLiack Jluka. Ho nepssiM B
ABEpHOI TipoeM Opocuiicss MeHHo Jlema.

— BceM ocraBatbcst Ha CBOMX MecTax! — psABKHYJ OH T'po3HO. — CToATS. .. IpsBon!

I'onoc y Jlemiku u3mMeHuscsl, CTaB BMECTO I'PO3HOTO PACTEPSHHBIM M KaKMM-TO TUIAKCHBBIM.
3areM OH MO3BaJl CBOEIO Jpyra:

— Kocrs, uau cioga! beicrpo!

Kocrtuk He 3asepxkaincs Ha ynuue U yCTpeMWICs Ha 30B. MTHOBEHUE CITyCTSI AEBYILIKHU YCIIbl-
1aJI1 YK€ ero BO3IJIac:

— O 60xe! JIluka!

TeprieTsb fonble y noapyr He 0but0 Mour. OHU TOXE PUHYJIUCH B TOKOCUBIITYIOCS ABEPb, OKa-
3aJIMCh BHYTPH U B [IEPBbIi MOMEHT HUYETO HE YBUJIENH — [71a3a HE MOIJIM cpa3y MPUBBIKHYTh K TEM-
HoTe. Ho 3ateM 4To-TO IIeNKHYI0, U U3 MpuOOpa HOYHOTO BUIEHUS Ha rosoBe JIemm ynapu sspKuit
cBeT. I B spKOM cBeTe JEeBYILIKM HAKOHELl pa3Iiisi/ieNid PUBS3aHHYIO K KpoBaTH JIuKy.

Jlyuriie Ob1 ouM ee He Buaenu! Jluio 6eqHoit JInku ObII0 MCKaxkeHo oT 0oy, PoT 3aTKHYT KJIs-
noM. A cama JieByIIKa ObljIa 3aJIUTa KPOBbIO, KOTOPasi COUMJIACh U3 MHOTOUHMCIIEHHBIX PaH, MOKPHI-
BaIOLIMX BCE €€ TeJO.

Hexkoropoe Bpemst Kupa c Jleceii crosiii 6e3 IBUXEHUS, C TPYAOM HAXOJsI CHIIBI, YTOOBI IPO-
CTO JIBIIIATh. A 3aTeM YCIIBIIIAIN 0331 ceOs1 KaKoW-TO rpoxoT. OOepHYBIINCH, OHU YBUIEIU OOJTb-
ryio Bepy, kotopasi 6e3 4yBCTB pacrnpocTepriach Ha Oy KOMHAThl. M TOJIBKO TYT /JIsl OAPYT CTal
COBEPLIEHHO OYEBUIHBIM TOT (PAKT, YTO OHU CHOBA BJIANAINCH B CKBEPHYIO UCTOPHIO.
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I'naBa 5

[TpoGnem monro xaatk He npunuioch. OHU MOCIIEA0BAH, KaK Tobko KocTuk npuien B ceOsl.
C OvKuMU I1a3aMu, 3apbluaB, OH KUHYJICS K KPOBAaTH, HA KOTOPOH Jiexkana JIuka, u mpuHsICs OIiLy-
MBIBATH CBOIO JIIOOUMYI0. JIMIIO ero ucka3uiock emie OoJblle, U OH 3aKpUJalt:

— Jletuka! nm croga! He crowt croitdom! MHe KaxeTcs, OHa ere terias!

Bropoii myxunHa nonodexan onke, Z0TPOHYJICS 10 JIMKU 1 MpavyHO TIOKaydaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Her, Kocts. OHa yxe xomnozeer.

— Jla Het xe! OHa eme xuBa!

— Myxaiics. .. Eil yxe HU4eM He TOMOUYb.

— Her! He Bepio!

— Bosbmu cebst B pyku, Oparan. Kro-To npupesan neB4oHky. [TocMoTpu cam, Ha Held )KHUBOTO
MecTta HeT! Pa3Be BbIKMBAIOT MOC/IE TAKUX paH?

— lleBouku! — noBepHyJics K noapyram Koctuk. — KTto-HuOyib 13 Bac MOXeT MHE OOBSICHUTD,
YTO TYT IPOUCXOAUT? — 3aTeM OH pacTepsiHHO cripocuit: — U... u uto Tam ¢ Bepoii?

— OHa 6e3 co3HaHus, pa3duia ceOe TOJIOBY.

— Hazmo et nomour.

VBBI, BCe TIO3HAHUS TIOJIPYT B MEUIIMHE CBOIVIIMCH K TOMY, UTO HAJIO TPUHSATH TAOJIETKY aHAIb-
T'MHA, KOrjga OOJIUT roJIoBa, a TaKKe K 3HAHUIO CPENICTB OT JIMapeH, TIOUYEPITHYTOMY UMHU OT ME/IUKOB
Ha CPeJU3EMHOMOPCKHX KYpOpTax.

K Tomy xe AeBylIKM pacTepsuiuch, OHU He 3HAJIM, K KOMY MepBOMY KUIaThcs — K Bepe wiu
K Jluke. OOe neBymiku Jjiexkanu 6e3 4yyBCTB U B KpoBu. [lanas, Bepa pa30uiia rojoBy 0 Kakyo-To
KeJe3siKy, Topyallylo u3 creHsl. U Teneps noa Hell HaTekJia MpuInYHasi Ty)KUIa KPOBU.

— Kocruk! — B3BbL1a Jlecs. — Ham HyxeH Bpau! HyxHa nomois ! Beizbiaii koro xouenisb. [1ycts
npuenyT!

Koctuk MpauHO KMBHYJI roioBoi U BeITaui TeiegoH. K cyacTbio, anmapar He ycrien paspsi-
JWUTKCS, TAK YTO IMO3BOHUTH MY yIaJoCch. BepHYBIINMCH B JOMUK, OH CKa3aJ:

— IMomornib mpudyaeT ¢ MUHYTHI HA MUHYTY. A MOKa He Tporaiite Bepy.

INonpyru u He coOupamch 3TOro jenarh. Bepa npunuia B ceds cama. OHa 3aiieBeviach v
CJ1a0BIM TOJIOCOM 3aCTOHAJIA.

— Bepa, Tb1 ounysace! Kak xopomo!

Ho cama Bepa ne topornunach panoBatbesi. OHa chOKycHpoBaia MYTHBIM B3IJIsi, OMKHYIA,
yBuaeB JIuky, a motom crnpocunia:

—I'ne on?

— Kt0?

— Yowiina. I'ne on? OH TyT?

IepoiM orpearupoBan Koctuk. O603BaB cebs1 0€3MO3MIIBIM HAMOTOM, OH BBHICKOYMJ U3
nomuKa. Jlema puHyscs 3a IpyroM, HO ObLT OCTAaHOBJIEH.

— Ocranbcs ¢ neBuyonkamu! — Besres1 Kocrs.

— Kyna sto on? — niporientana Bepa, misiisg Beiea ucue3HyBIIEMY MYKUMHE.

— JloButh youiiIly, 51 TaK MOHUMAIO.

Koctuk cooOpazwmin: pa3 teno JIluku eme teruioe, youiina He Mor gajieko yitu. OH rie-To
psagoM. U ecTh IIaHC CXBATUTh €ro MpsiMo Yy MecTa npectyruieHus. K coxaneHuio, OTIMYHbIN IJ1aH
He cpabortan. Koctuk BepHyscst Hazaj CITyCTs Mo4aca, M3MOTaHHBIN, BECh TPSI3HBIN — SIBHO HE pa3
najall.

— 41 HUKOrO HEe BUEN, — MPAYHO OOBSICHWJ OH B OTBET Ha MOJYAJIUBBIN BOIIPOC OCTAIbHBIX. —
V raga ObU10 Bpemsi, 4ToObI CKpbIThesl. Ho Hudero, 51 yxke coodmmmn Muxaibray. OH oo0Oerian, 4ro
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MIPUIILJIET TOJKOBBIX peOsIT M3 MeCTHBIX. M ckaza, 4To B OKpecTHOCTsIX Oyner BBesieH uiaH «[lepe-
xBar». ByqyT ocraHaBiIMBaTh U JOCMaTpUBaTh BCE MOJO3PUTEIbHBIE MAIIIHBI.

— Tw1 gymaenn, uyto yowuiinia ObUT HAa MariHe?

— Hy He mor ke oH npuiitu croza nemkom! Ha MHOro KuiaomeTpoB BOKPYT HET HUKAKOTO Yello-
BEYECKOro kuibsl. ViMeHHO noatoMmy «KpacHoe 03epo» U MOJIb3yeTcsl TAKOU MOMYJISIPHOCTBIO. JTO
COBEPIIEHHO OE3JOIHbIN YTONOK MPpUpOabl. HUKaKMX KOTTEIKHBIX TIOCEJIKOB, CAIOBOACTB MIIU JakKe
JepeBeHb B paguyce TPUALATHA KUJIOMETPOB ITPOCTO HE CYyILECTBYeT!

Kpome camoro skomnarepss «KpacHoe o3epo»! Benb HUKTO He OyeT OTpUIaTh, YT0 TaM MMe-
JIOCh JIOCTaTOYHO JofeH. V1 KTO-TO 13 3TOM TOJIIbI OTABIXAIOIIMX BIOJIHE MOT MOC/IEA0BaTh 3a JIMKOiA,
JOKAAThCS, MTOKA OHA YJAIUTCS OT Jlarepst U KPUKM YK€ HUKTO HE YCJIBIIIUT, a MIOTOM HaracTh Ha
IEBYIIKY U YOUTS ee.

UroObl He cueTh Bo3Je Tpyna, Jlemka BbiBe JieBylIeK Ha yiuiyy. Psanom ¢ JIukoit ocrancs
onuH Koctuk, atoro 0bu10 Gosee yem gocratouHo. [ToMoub cBOei HeBecTe MapeHb yKe HUYeM He
MOT, OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIIb CKOPOETh.

Bprliins Ha ynuity, Jlema 37100HO IUTIOHYIT Ha 3eMITIO.

— DTO0 Xe KaKoi Ha/lo ObITh CBOJIOYBIO, UTOOBI TaK M3pEUIeTUTh JeBUOHKY! Ha Hell ®uBOro
MECTa He OCTAJIOCh.

— A KakK... Kak ee younm?

— Ha ornecrpesn He 1oxose, HO)KOM IPUAYPOK OpYIOBaJ.

-A...

Kupa xotena cnpocuts, kak Jlema 310 NOHSI, HO OH caM ONEpeul €€ C OTBETOM:

— 51 Benb crieioBaTeNieM B MOJIOIOCTH padOTal, BbI 3TOro He 3Hamn? KocThk BaM He pacckasbl-
Baj1? Mbl BMeCTe ¢ HUM KaK B OpraHbl IIPUIILIM, TAK BMECTE U YIIUIH.

— A nouemy yuum-to?

— [Nouemy-nouemy. .. JleHer B Te rofpl He IJIATHIIM HU XpeHa, BoT nouemy! A 'y Kocruka, y Toro
BOOOIIE OTAebHast uctopusi. OH Beb y HAC TaJaHT. Y HEro YTO HU MBIC/b, TO MJesl TeHHaTbHas.
A HaYaJILCTBO BCE €ro ujeH MO0 rHOOmIO, oo npucBanBaio. Hy, caMu 3Haete, Kak OHO ObIBaer.
Mornonoit cOTpyIHUK, THUIIMATUBHBIN, TaJTAHTJIMBBINA, TAKOTO MTPOJIBUraTh — OH €Ille, oXKayi, BceX
3a MOsIC 3aTKHET, J1a CTapuybe CO CBOMX MecT NoBbinuxuBaer. Hy 1 HaunHaetcs (hopMeHHast Tpasis
YeJIOBEKA.

— Tak yx u TpaBna?

— Camas Hacrosasi, — noareepan Jlema, cHoBa cIumioHyB. — KocTuk Tepnes, Teprien, a moToM
pas3BepHyJics 1 B OM3Hec yies. Tam ero HUKTo He I0CTaeT, OH CIIOKOMHO CBOMM JIEJIOM MOKET 3aHU-
Matbcsi. U ieHer onsith ke Kyaa Oosblie, YeM Mpeke.

3a pasroBopom c Jlemeil JeByIIKN Kak-TO 3a0bUTH O TOM, Kakas Tparequs CIy4uiach C UX
noapyroii. HaBepnoe, Jlema uMeHHO 3Ty Liesib M MpeciIeaoBall, 3aBe/isl pa3rOBOP Ha OTBJICUEHHYIO
temy. Ho Ty BbIIIEn KocTuk 1 Bee ucropruit:

— Kak 310 Morio npouszontu? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — Ckaxurte MHe, kak? Kto mor 3t0 caenars?

— Kakoii-HuOyap MaHbsIK WM TICUXOTIAT, — MpeArnosokmia Kupa nocie MUHYTHOTO KosieOaHusl.

— IToxoxe Ha TO.

— W y Jluku ObUtM Bpary.

— Ona BaM 4TO-HUOY/IH O HUX paccKa3biBasia’?

— Her, — c oropuenuem nokavasa rojoBoit Kupa. — Ho, Bo3amoskHo. .. BoamoxxHo, Bepa 3naet?

— Huuero s He 3Haio!

[Touemy-To Bepa ovens ucnyranace. M cBOl cTpax He cymesia CKPbITb.

— Bepa, youta tBOs nyumas noapyra! Ceituac He BpeMsi KOTO-TO BBITOPaKHBATb.

— A s HEKOTO Y He BBITOpaXuBaw. 5l 4eCTHO He 3HAI0, KTO MOT XOTeTh YOUTh JIUKy.

— Ho Bparu y nee 6putn?

— Kak u y Bcex.
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[onpyru nepernsHyIuch Mexkay co0oil. Bot y Hux Bparos He Obu10. X0Ts. .. Ecim nmogymars
XOPOIIIEHBKO. .. Ec/n ouckarh v BCIOMHUTS. .. HaBepHOe, OHU TOKe HAalIyT apy-TPOUKY MepcoHa-
Xkel, C KOTOPIMHU MX CTAJIKUBAJIA KU3Hb M KOTOPbIE ObUTH OBl pajibl BUAETh UX MEPTBBIMH.

— Ho oano zieno — xenath KOMy-TO CIOXHYTb, & COBCEM JIPYroe JIeJIO — B3SITh U COOCTBEHHO-
PYYHO 3TOro yenoBeka youTs. [la emie Tak, kak yowmm JIuky.

— Jla. YUtoOBI TaKk UCTHIKATH YeJIOBEKA HOKOM, HAJIO €ro 3/I0pOBO HEHABH/ICTh.

W cHoBa Bce B3MIAABI COCPEJOTOUMINCH Ha Bepe.

— Yo BB Tak Ha MeHs cmoTrpute? He 3Hato s Huuero!

— CoBcem-coBceM? A ObIBIIMI My*k JInku?

— Bopuc? Her, Bopuc He ctan 61 youBath JIuky. OH CIMIIIKOM TPYC/IUB Jyis 3T0ro. [la v crap. ..
Y HEMOBOPOTJIMB, YTOOBI Oerarh 1o Jecam.

— TwI roBopuIIIb PO TIEpBOTO MyXka JInku?

— Ipo BTOpOTrO, — NeganTiyHO nonpasuia Bepa. — [NepBbiM Mmyxem Jluku Obi1 ['eHa.

— A OH... OH criocoOeH ee yOuTh?

— OpaHo Bpemsi rpo3uJIcs.

- Oi!

— Ho 310 651710 O4eHb gaBHO. JleT ceMb-BoceMb Hazan,. VMinu maxe Oonblie. [Torom JIvka BhImnIa
3amyxk 3a Bopuca. A oH Obl ee yOuBaTh He CcTall, TeM OoJiee Tak.

Bce ke koe-kakas 3a1iernka B cjoBax Bepsl nmenace.

— Boixonut, JIvka paccraBajiack CO CBOMMHM MYKbSIMA HE OYE€HB-TO MUPHO?

— Jluka BBIXOZMJIA 3aMYK paad JeHer. A JOOPOBOJBHO PAcCTaBaThCsl CO CBOMMHM JEHbIAMU
HUKTO HE JIIOOHT.

ITocne storo Bepa kunya B cropony KocTrka 3aTpaBiieHHbI B3IVIAA M BUHOBATO IIPOM3HECA:

— IIpoctu, Koctuk. YBepena, uto k Tede 310 He oTHOcuTCs. Tebs JIuka uckpeHHe moduna u
XOTeJla CTaTh TBOEH JKEHOW HE M3-3a MAaTePUaJIbHOIO MOJIOKEHHUS.

— U ecyu OBl s K11 HA 3apIUiaTy OOKETHUKA, OHA OBl BCe PaBHO TMOMIOOMIAa MEHS ?

Kocruk He ckpbiBaj cBoero ckentuiusma. Bepa BuHoBato nosecuiia ronosy. Y napens nocre-
IIWJT €€ YTEeINTh:

— Bepa, Thl He cka3aja MHE HUYEro HOBOIO. $l OTIMYHO 3HAJ, Ha YTO IIeJ, KOrAaa Havall
BcTpeuatbes ¢ JIukoi. Heyxenu Tol 1ymaenb, s He HaBesl 0 Hell cripaBku? f otmaBan ceGe oTyer,
HacKoJIbKO JIMKa 3alvKiieHa Ha JeHbrax.

— OHa Bceryia roBoprja, 4to 6e3 HUX HEBO3MOXKHO KUTh.

— U 310 npaBaa. Kto u uto Tebe mact mapom? 3a Bce Hano ruiaTuth. M 3a Kycok xjeba B
MaraszuHe. M 3a IJI0TOK BOABI M3-TIOJ KpaHa. A pa3 IUIaTUTh BCE PAaBHO MPHUIETCS, TaK HE Jy4Ile JIN
cpasy oTaaTh NOOOJIbIIE, YTOOB! KYCOK MOTy4UTh TIOMSTYe, a IJIOTOK TMOBKycHee?
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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