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Benukwuii BomeOHuKk OHIpo-MaiiHbio, BIACTEIMH JBAALATH MSITU MUPOB, TTOPYUHIT
KPBICHHOMY KOPOJTIO HalTU Oesioro jpakoHa. Ml KpbICHHBIT KOPOJIb OTIPABHUIICS
BBITOJIHATD [TOPYYEHUE — BENIb OH JAJI KJIAATBY, a4 HACTOAIIAS KPbICa BCErIa JEPKUT
cBoe ¢JI0BO. Ha myTu ero noacreperalor MHOTOYHMC/IEHHbIE OMACHOCTH: 37I00HBIE
KOOPYHBI, KPOBOXXa/IHbIE TEHE bl ¥ MPOYNe TBAPHU — OPOKICHUS 37TIOKO3HEHHBIX
yaponeeB. Ho KpbICHHBIN KOPOJIb HE TIPUBBIK OTCTYMATD. . .

© Kynpssues JI. B.
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Jleonna KyapsiBuesn
KiisiTBa KPHICHHOI0 KOPOJIsI

Rk

— ... ilmenHo Tak moii aesymika oOMaHyI 4eIoBeKa, — CKa3asl KPhICEHOK, KOTOporo 3Bau Pana.

— Her, — mpomonBuII KpbICHHBIN KOpOITb. — Beero b Hapynm cBoio kisaty. He Gornee.

OH OKMHYJI BHUMATEIbHBIM B3[JI1JOM PACIOIOKUBIIMXCS ME€PE HUM MOIYKPYIOM KpPBICAT U
cJierKa yJplOHYJICS.

— A pa3Be 0OMaH U HapyIlleHHas1 KJISTBA He SIBJISIOTCS OHUM M TeM xke? — cripocui Paa.

— Her. O0man — 310 BhICOKOE MCKyccTBO. HacTosias kpbica HUKOra He OIyCTUTCA JO TOrO,
YTOOBI HAPYIIUTh CBOIO KJIATBY. OHa €€ BBIOJIHUT, HO TaK...

I'maza KpbICHHOTO KOOI ObIM OTpelieHHBIMU. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 KauHyJ XBOCTOM U3 CTO-
POHBI B CTOPOHY.

OpnuH 13 KpelcAT TKHYI Paimy HocoM B OOK M IIPOIUILAT:

— JlaBaii noroBopu ¢ HUM ele. MoxeT, OH HaM 4TO-HUOY/Ib PACCKaXET.

Pana nogHsu1 MOPAOYKY M XOTeJT YTO-TO CIIPOCUTh, HO TYT KPbICUHBII KOPOJIb CKa3all:

— KoneuHo, Hacrosias Kpelca Bcerga AepkuT cBoe ciioBo. Ho ee KiIsATBa noxoxa Ha CIajKyio
OYyJIOUKY C 3alle4eHHON BHYTpPH MTrofkoi. TOT, KTO mombITaeTcst 3Ty OyJI0UKY ChECThb, 0OSI3aTeIbHO
YKOJIETCH.

— Pacckaxku Ham ucropuio, — nonpocui Pana.

— Xoporo. — KpbIcuHbIN KOPOJIb PELIUTEIBHO TPSIXHYJI T0JI0BOM. — I pacckaxy Bam. .. Moxer
OBITh, MOCITYILIAB 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, BbI IOMMETE, YTO TAKOE KJIATBA KPBICHL.

MyHbKa elre pa3 MOBOMJIA U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY MOPIOYKOH, TPUHIOXAJIACh U, YOS JUBIIKChH
YTO BCE CIIOKOMHO, OTIPABUIIACH K KPHICMHOMY Kopoumio. TOT cuaen B OmskaiiieM noasaie u 3aayM-
YMBO MOYECHIBAN MTPABBIN OOK.

OH 3HaJ1, ytTo MyHbKa He nofiBezieT. Y Hee ObUT MPOCTO CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIN HIOX Ha Orac-
HOCTb. U eciii XO3s5IMH MojiBajia CHaOIWII ero KaKUMHU-TO JTOTIOTHUTEIbHBIMY JIOBYIITIKaMu, MyHbKa
UX OBICTPO yuyerT.

Tem BpemeHeM MasieHbKasi HIycTpasi Kpbica MyHbKa, JIOBKO Tepedupasi jankamu, Oexana
0 TIPOXOJ1y, KOTOPBIA BHIPHLIA MPONUION HOUBD. Mopioyka y Hee Oblia JIOBOJIbHAS. DTON HOYBIO
y KpbIC OyJIeT OYeHb Jaxe Herioxas AoObrda. Ecu ToJbKO He CIyYUTCsl COBCEM YK JKYTKOe HeBe3e-
Hue. Bnpouem, MyHbka Obl1a yBepeHa, 4To 1Jisi KPHICHHOTO KOPOJIs 1aXke HeBe3eHUe — He TaKasl YK
HENpeoaoInMas Bellb.

Omna BOeXkaa B IMOABaJI U, OCTAHOBUBIIIMCH TIepel] KPHICUHBIM KOPOJIEM, TIMCKHYJIA:

— MoxHo uaru.

ToT noreBen1 JUIMHHBIMU OSJTBIMHA YCaMU U TIOCKpeO KUBOT JIATTOW:

— Bce cniokoiiHo?

— Bce.

— Wl HUKaKMX HOBBIX JIOBYIIIEK ?

— Huxkakux. [Toxosxe, XO351H MMOABaJIa PEI, YTO B OIMKaiiliee BpeMsl Mbl HE TIPUZIEM.

— [Nayku-cropoxa?

— Ectb. CnsiT, HO Kak-To cTpaHHo. CIOBHO Obl X KTO-TO OMOMWII. [lymalo, B X Yroji He CTOUT
coBathbcsA. HaMm XBaTUT M OCTaJIbHOM YacTH CKJIaJa.

— Kto0 3HaeT, KTO 3HaeT. ..
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KppicuHbIil KOOIk POBEJ JIaroi o ycaM, HETOPOIUIMBO BCTAJ U JIACKOBO noriaania MyHbKY
no crimHe. Ta npurypuiia riaa3ku, 61a)eHHO 3acorena.

Hano Obuto peicTBoBaTh, HO OH MEAJWJI, TaK O KOHIA U HE MOHMMAsi, TIOYeMy MMEHHO
3TO Jies1aeT. Bpljio y HEero 4To-To BpoJe MPeJuyBCTBUSI, YTO TOPOIIUTHCS CETO/IHS HE CTOMT.

KppIcuHBIN KOpPOIJIb PENIUTENIBHO TPSAXHYI FOJIOBOM.

«Ykx He Oourmibcsa M ThI? — copocua oH camoro ce0s. — Yero? Koro? [laxe ecnm
B 9TOM IIO/IBaJIe HE BCE YMCTO, AK€ €C/IU €ro BJaJesiel] IPUrOTOBUII KaKUe-TO CIOPIIPU3bl, YCKOIb3-
HYTh TpyAa HE COCTaBUT. Bce-Taku Tbl KpBICUHBII KOpPOJb, @ KPBICMHOTO KOpOJs TOM-
Math Henb3s. Vi moutu Henb3sl. [lo kpaiiHein Mepe, OOBIKHOBEHHOMY YE€JIOBEKY, CO BCEH XHMTpO-
CTBIO, HA KOTOPYIO CIIOCOOHBI JIIO/IM, 3TO He 1of, cuity. KoHeuHo, Ha KOro-HUOyAb Ipyroro mMTyYKd
JMoJei BIOJHE MOTYT MPOU3BECTH HeusriaauMoe Brieyarienue. Ho Topko He Ha Tebs. Y Teds u 'y
CaMoro THX HITy4YeK B 3arace MpOCTO ropbl. A ellle — TOTOBHOCTbH B JTIOOYI0 CEKYHIY UX TPUMEHUTD
Y MTHOBEHHAS! peaKkLusi».

— JlagHO, naBail 30BU OCTAJIbHBIX, — CKa3aJl OH MyHBbKe.

Ta onpomeTsio Opocuiach K HOpe, KOTopasi Besa K MPOXOAY B MOA3EMHBIA TOpoi, U MPOH-
3UTEJIPHO 3amnMilaia. Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MHMHYT K3 HOPbl OHA 3a JPYrod BBUIEIM [1Ba AECATKA
KpbIC. [TocTpouBIIMCH TOMYKPYrOM, OHM CTaJIM %J1aTh KOMaH/1bl KPBICUHOTO KOPOJISI.

ToT BHUMATEIBHO OCMOTPEJ CBOE BOMHCTBO.

Ha, 31ech ObUIM HACTOSIIIME MacTepa BOPOBCTBA, BETEpaHbl HAJIETOB Ha Morpeda, MoABaIbl
M CKJabl, HE pa3 XOAMBIIME C HUM Ha JOOBIYY, JIydinmue u3 Jydmmx. M Bce ke, MOBUHYSCH
IIIECTOMY YyBCTBY, KOTOPO€ TMOJCKA3bIBATIO €My ObITh CErOHSI OCOOEHHO OCTOPOKHBIM, KPBICHHBIH
KOpOJIb ITPUKA3aJ:

— 41 moiiny Briepen, A BbI KAWTE MOEW KOMaH[bI, U 03 pUKa3a MyCTh HUKTO HE CMeeT Jaxe
CYHYTb HOC B 3TOT CKJIaJ.

Kppichl yauBnenHo neperisiHynuch. CTOsBIIAsi C caMoro Kpasl 340pOBeHHas crapasi Kpeica, y
KOTOPOW OTCYTCTBOBAJIM KOHUMK XBOCTA U JIEBOE yXO, IPOBOpYAIA:

— Ecnu X03s51MH B Hac He yBepeH, TO B MOA3EMHOM rOpoie Beer/ia HaiaeTcst OOJIbIie YeM JI0CTa-
TOYHO OXOTHMKOB, jKEJIAIOIMX OKa3aThCsl HA HAILIEM MeCTe.

KpeicuHbIi KOposib OpOCHIT Ha Hee XOJIOIHBIN, 3alyMUYnBbIN B3I, CeKyHIy OJHOyXas Kpbica
BITAJIACH €70 BBIIEPKATh, & [IOTOM BCE K€ OTBEJIa U HU3KO HAKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

— Kak s ckazaii, — mpoMOJIBUII KPBICUHBIN KOPOJIb, — TaK M OyeT. A eClI KTO-TO MOCMEeT ellie
XOTb pa3 MUCKHYTh YTO-HUOY/Ib TPOTUB MEHS. .. TO B TIOJ3EMHOM rOpOJIe U B CAMOM JIeJie O4€Hb MHOTO
JKENAIoNIMX OKa3aThcsl Ha ero mecrte. TOMbKO yuTuTe, U3 MO IBapAMy MOXHO YWTH JIUIIb OJHUM
CIIOCOOOM. .. BbI 3HAETE KAKHM.

OH yXMBUIBHYJICS.

OpnHoyxas Kpblca MOJHSJIA OJIOBY M BUHOBATO CKa3aja:

— Ecnu 4 He BHy1IAI0 10BEpusi CBOEMY KOPOJIIO. . .

— Monuars! — psBKHY/ KpbICUHBII KOpOib. — B TOT JeHb, Korna s mepecraHy KOMy-TO U3
Bac JIOBEpsITh, OH 00 3TOM y3HaeT. BhICTpo M 0e3 HampacHBIX MydeHHMHd. A TIOKa, 51 ykKe CKa-
3aJ1, Bce XKIYT MEHs U MOMIYT Ha CKJIa]] TOJIbKO MOCJIE MOETO pa3pelleHHusl.

OH 00Be B3MIAIO0M IIepeHry Kpbic. OHUM CTOSsUIM OMyCTHB To10BY. Hu ofiHa He mbITanach Bo3-
pakarb KpbICMHOMY KOPOJIO.

VY 10BIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYB, OH HallpaBWJICS K HOpE, KOTOpasi Bejla B ckiiad. MyHbKa CyHyJsach
ObLJIO 32 HUM, HO KOPOJIb MaxXHYJI JIATOM, U Ta, MPaBUIILHO UCTOJIKOBAB €ro XKecCT, 3aMepJia Ha MecTe.

OCTaHOBUBIIKCH BO3JIE HOPBI, KPHICUHBII KOPOJIb 33 JyMUYHMBO NI0YECA KUBOT, COCPEIOTOUMIICS
Y MCHOBEHHO PACChINAJCs Ha JECATOK 3I0pPOBEHHBIX Kpbic. OfHA 3a APYroil OHU CTaJId UCYE3aTh B
Hope. Korna nocnenuss ornpaBuiiack Ha ckiag, MyHbpKa npomnuiiana:

— Xozsauny BuaHee. OH Bcerza 4yBCTBYET, KaK C/Ie/aTh JTy4lle.

OpnHoyxas Kpblca MpPayHO CKa3aja:
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— D10 BepHO. ToIbKO, MBI KPBICHI, BCEI/IA KT 10 TIPUHLIMITY: KaXplid caMm 3a ceds. 11 HuKTo
HE CMeJT HaM TIPUKa3bIBATh.

— 3a UCKITI0UeHNEeM KPBICUHOTO KOpOJisl, — cKa3aia MyHbKa.

— Jla, KpBICHHOTO KOpPOJIsi, — MPOILHIIENa OfHOyXas Kpbica. — Ho TOIBKO KOpOJb TOMKEH ObITh
HACTOSIIEH KPBICOH U )KUTh BMECTE CO CBOMMH MOAJAHHBIMU, & 3TOT. .. OH CJIUIIKOM MHOTO 00IIaeTcs
C JIIOIbMU.

— He cranemn xe Thl OTpulIaTh, — YCMEXHyJ1acb MyHbKa, — 4TO Onaromapsi TeM XHUTpPO-
CTSIM, KOTOpbIe OH TIEPEHsUT Y JIO[el, HAIM HaJeThl cTaiu Oosiee OE30MacHBIMH, a 3aXBaueHHAs
no6srva 6osee OOUITBbHOM?

OpnHoyxasi Kpbica 3JI00HO, OIIEPUIACh:

— Ha, Bce 310 BepHO. HO TOJIBKO OMHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUMM XUTPOCTSIMU OH NEPEHs Y JTIoeH 1
MHOTO0 Apyroro. OH CTaJl OXOX Ha YesioBeKa. A 3To 1mioxo. JIroOoi Apyroi Koposb, MOCIIe TOro Kak
eMy Bo3pasuiia, 6e3 JIMIIHKUX CJIOB pa3opBasl Obl MeHs1 Ha yacTH. OH ke 3Toro He czenait. ['oBopio, oH
yXe HaroJIOBUHY YeJIOBEeK. A 3TO — IIOXO.

MyHbKa, CIOBHO MTPU/Isi K KAKOMY-TO BBIBOAY, KUBHYJIa. BpOCHB Ha OIHOYXYIO KPBICY MPavHBIi
B3[JIsA[l, OHa OOHAKWJIA OCTPBIEC 3yOBI:

— OH He cTaj] Mapartbcsl O TaKylo Mafajb, Kak Thl. OH IPeIoCTaBII 3Ty YecTh HaM. U MbI e1o
Bocrosb3yeMcs. [Ipsmo ceituac.

OpnHoyxast Kpbica OIIETHHMIACH M TOXKE MOKa3asa 3yObl:

— Iompodyiite. [lepBoro, KTo Ha MeHsI KHHETCS, 51 TIOPBY B KJIOUKH.

— MHTepecHo, Kak ThI €ro onpeaeuib? — mpodopMoTtaia MyHbKa.

KpbIchl MTHOBEHHO MEpecTpOMIIUCh B KPYT, IIEHTPOM KOTOPOro ObUIa OJHOYXasi, U, OCKAJIMB
3yObl, CTa CONMMKAThCS. VICTOLTHO 3anMIaB, MbITasich COUTH MX C TOJIKY, OQHOYXAasl 3aKpyTHJIaCh Ha
Mecte. OHa cobupanach 10poro MpoaaTh CBOIO KU3Hb.

— Iopa, — mpukazana Mynbka. U KpbIChI — Bce pa3oM — OpOCHITUCH HA OTCTYITHHUILY .. .

...OnHa 3a Apyro# IecaTh KPbIC BHIOPATUCH U3 HOPHI M CHOBA CIIMJIACH B KPBHICHHOTO KOPOJISL.

BhICTpO OrIs1/1eBIINCH, OH MMOHIOXAJ BO3/YX U clierKa YabiOoHycs. [Toxoxe, Bce ObUIO CIOKOMHO.

CkJiag peicTaBiisiT OOMIMPHOE TIOMEIIEHUE CO CBOAYATHIM TMOTOJIKOM, 3aCTaBJIeHHOEe OOYOH-
KaMH C MOJIOKOM TPEXpOTMX KOpPOB; SIIIMKaMH, Ha KOTOPBIX OBUIM HAuepTaHbl PYyHBI MOA3EM-
HBIX JKUTENIeH, HANOJHEHHBIMU JOBEPXY CYIIEHBIMU CBETSIIMMIECS T'prOaMu; CyHAyKaMu C TOH-
YalIlIMM, W3rOTOBJIEHHBIM MOPCKMMH KHTaWl[AMU IHIEJKOM, OypIIOKaMH K3 KOXH JIPEBECHBIX
JIEHMBUYHMKOB, B KOTOPBIX XPAaHUJICS MeJl BOIUBIIUXCS TOJBKO B OTHEHHBIX TOpaxX CUHUX ITUYell.

Bce 3tn npumnacel ObUTH paccTaBieHbl POBHBIMU, aKKYpaTHBIMH psiiamu. BooOre Ha ckiane
ObLIO YAMBUTEIIBHO YKCTO.

KppicuHbIi KOpOIIb TOKa4as1 roloBOM.

Kak m kaxpgas Kpeica, OH MOr O€30IMOOYHO ONpENeNUTh MO COCTOSIHUIO CKJIaga Xapak-
Tep ero Baajesbia. Tor, Ha KOTOPOM OH B JaHHBI MOMEHT HaXOAWJICS, HECOMHEHHO, MpUHaIe-
KaJ yMHOMY, JesITeIbHOMY, MOXHO CKa3aTh MEJAHTUYHOMY UYEJIOBEKY.

310 OBUIO TUIOXO.

Takue moau, Kak MpaBuIIo, OTIMYAIOTCS OOJIBIION N300PETaTeIbHOCTHIO M OXOTHO MPUMEHSIIOT
BCSIKME HOBBIE JIOBYIIIKH JIsl TOMMKH KpbIC. C IpYroil CTOPOHBI, TAKOW YeJIOBEK, KAKUM JOJIKEH OBbITh
XO35IMH 3TOTO CKJIaJa, HA 32 YTO He TOTepIiesT Obl CISIIMX Ha CBOEM IOCTY MayKOB-CTOPOXKEH.

«Jla, nefCTBUTEIbHO, BCE 3TO OYEHb CTPAHHO, — MOyMaJl KPBICHHBIN KOpoJib. — [loiiny-Ka 51 Ha
HUX B3MJIsIHY. BO-TiepBBIX, HA/10 yOSAUTHCS B TOM, YTO OHH M B CAMOM e crisiT. Bo-BTOpbIX, onpe-
JeJNTh, HACKOJIBKO KPETKO. B-TpeThuX, MOMBITAThCS Y3HATH, HET JIM TYT KAKOTO MOIBOXA.

OH HarpaBWJICsl B IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHBIN KOHEI] CKJIaja, T/ie IOJKHA OBbITh ABEPb, BPEMS OT Bpe-
MEHHU OCTaHABJIMBASICh, YTOOBI IPUCITYIIATHCS U IPUHIOXATHCS.

Bce, kazajock, ObLUIO CITOKOMHO.
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W nmayku, HEMmoABMKHO TIOBHCIIIUE B IIEHTPE CBOMX OXPAHHBIX MayTHH, Ka3aJoCh, U B CAMOM
Aene CriaJii, TpU4eM O4YeHb KPErKo.

Tyt Obuta Kakasi-To 3aragka. Jlaxke 3acHYB Ha CBOEM IOCTY, HM OIUH MAyK-CTOPOXK, KaKUM
Obl pa3ruibasieM OH HU ObUI, HUKOTA TIOTHOCTBIO He 3a0bIBaJT O cBoel mayTrHe. OfiHa U3 ero Jarnok
BpeMs OT BpeMeHH Ipoderasa 1o CTOpOKEeBbIM HUTSIM, POBEPsIsl, BCE JIH B ropsiike. Takium o0pazom,
nayTUHA BCEraa eBa 3aMeTHO MOKauuBaiack. JIerkoe MpuKOCHOBEHUE K Hel ceiuac ke HapyIaio
3Ty BUOpaLMIo ¥ OyAMIIO MayKa-CTOPOXa.

3pech ke, KPbICHHBII KOPOJIb BUJE 3TO XOPOIIO, MayTUHBI OB COBEPIIEHHO HEMOIBUXHBI,
TaK K€ KaK M UX XO3s5eBa.

«Tak He ObIBaeT, — MOIyMaJl KPICHHBIN KOPOJIb. — YTO-TO TYT HEUHCTO».

OH nipuHIOXaJICs ¥ 00JIETYEHHO B3JOXHYII.

OT naykoB 1axJjio COKOM JiepeBa (papaHr. TOT TEPIKUH, ClIerka IPUTOPHBIN 3arax MpeaBoau-
TeJIb KPBIC HE MOT' MEpenyTaTh HU C KakuM ApyruM. «Ilomydaercsi, y HUX CerogHsi HOUb Mayuuxu —
IJ1aBBI pojia, — MoAyMal oH. — Ham rmoBesno, oueHb OBE3/I0».

[Nayku-cropoka OETMINCh HA HECKOJBKO JECSATKOB POJOB. Y KaXAOro M3 HUX ObUIa CBOS
nayuymxa — IyiaBa poja. Pa3 B HECKOJIBKO JIeT HacTymnajaa Ho4b, KOrJa MayKU-CTOPOXka JAOIKHBI ObLTH
BO371aTh el mouecty. [Ipudem, y kKaxoro pona Ob1a CBOSI HOUb, M BpEMs €€ HACTYTUICHUSI IepKaJloCh
B cTporo# Taiine. [1o coBepIieHHO MOHATHOM Mpu4nHe. B 3Ty HOUB, Kak OBl JajleKO MayKU-CTOPOXa
HU HaXOJIMJIMCh OT CBOETO THE3/I0BbsI, OHU IMUJIM COK JiepeBa (hapaHT 1 BIIAIAJIU B TPAHC, YTOOBI BO CHE
MoOOIIATECS € TJIABOM pofia, COOOIIUTh, YTO OHU €M MO-TIPEeKHEMY MOKJIOHSIOTCS. TOT, KTO B 3Ty
HOYb ITOTIA/1aJT Ha OXPaHsEeMBbIi IMU CKJIaJl, MOT JeHCTBOBATh Oe3 MaJseilell onacku. Yaie Bcero o
BpPEMEHU HACTYIIJICHHSI HOUM MayYUXH — IJIaBbl POJA HE 3HAJI 1aKe HAHUMAIOIIUIA VX XO35WH.

[MockompKy 3Ta HOYb HACTyNala JMIIb pPa3 B HECKOJBKO JI€T, PUCK, 4YTO WMEHHO
B Hee Ha cKJiaJl 3abepeTcst Kakoi-HUOyIb BOp, ObUI MUHUMAJIBHBIN. YUUTHIBAs, YTO JIYUIIHX CTOPO-
XKel, YeM MayKu, BO BCEM MHUpPE HalTH ObLJI0 HEBO3MOKHO, XO35IeBaM OXPaHsIEMbIX UIMU CKJIAJI0B TIPH-
XOAUJIOCH C STUM MUPUTHCS.

Kpbicunbiii koposb yxmbuibHysICS. [Topa Obi1o HaunHaTh. Eciii Be3eHne caMo KaTuT B PyKH,
OBbLIO OBI TIIYTIO €r0 He UCIIONb30BaTh.

OH xoTen OBUIO BEpHYTHCS K HOpe, YTOOBI TMO3BaTh CBOK KOMaHAy, HO BIpYr 3ame-
THJI KOE-4TO elle M 3aMep KaK BKOIMaHHBIA. Mexay /[AByMs caMbIMM KPYIHBIMH —I1ay-
KaMU, OIUICTEHHBI OXpaHHOM TMayTWHOW, CTOST HEOOJNBIION Jiaper W3 W3yMPYJHOTo AepeBa.
Croms1 OH O4YeHb JIOpOro, HO 3T0 ObUIO He T[IaBHOe. KpBICMHBIA KOpOIb MOTr  Obl
TMOKJISICTBCSI, YTO B JIaplie HEUTO OueHb IieHHoe. VHave 3auem ObLIO OIUIeTaTh ero nayTUHOMN?

UTo MOXeT XpaHUThCS B JIaplie U3 u3yMpyaHoro aepea? Ckopee BCEero, YTo-To BPOAE TOPCTH
APaKOHBUX KaMHEH, MApOYKH MEPhEB C TOJOBbI CBATOM SIIEPHIIBI OBAOAPHC UM MTy3bIPhKA C SJTMKCH-
pom Heccmeptus. Kopoue, 4To-T0 GaCHOCIOBHO IOPOToOe.

«9W, cror, — cka3an cede KPBICUHBIA KOpOJib. — YTO-TO CIIMIIIKOM yX 3I0POBO BCe TOTyYa-
ercs. CIUIomHOM JIeHb Be3eHus1. JJokHa, oJbKHA TyT ObITh KaKas-To 3aKaBbika. Ho kakas?»

OH elie pa3 BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPEJICS] U TIPUCITYIIAJICS.

Ha cknaze 6b110 THXO0. HU Maneiiero Hameka Ha Kakyo-HUOY/b JIOBYIIIKY.

«HauHy-Ka 51 ¢ 3TOro COKpOBHIIa», — PEIIHI KPHICHHBIN KOPOJIb.

OmnacimBo MorsiAbIBask HA MAYKOB, OH MOOIIEN MOOHMAKE K JIapily U CTajl OCTOPOKHO CHUMATh
C Hero, CJIOW 3a CJI0eM, OXpaHHYI0 MayTuHy. KoHeuHo, BBIUTH M3 TpaHCa MayKyd He MO, HO Bce
XKe, BCe Ke...

OH XO0poI110 3HAJ, YTO BJIaJeIel] Jiapiia BIOJHE MOT HaJIOKHUTh Ha HETO elle ¥ MapoyKy OXpaH-
HBIX 3aKJIMHaHui. Kak nmpaBuio, oXxpaHHble 3aKJIMHAHKS OTIIMYAIMCh OONMBIION critol. VctipiTaTh ee
Ha ceOe KPhICHHOMY KOPOJIIO OTHIOb HE YIBIOATIOCh.

Hakownen nocnequuii cioil nayTuHbl Obul cHAT. OONer4yeHHO B3IOXHYB, KPBICUHBIA KOPOJb
MOKOCHJICS Ha TayKoB. Te Mo-rpexkHeMy craji.



JI. B. KynpsBues. «KisiTBa KpbICHHOTO KOPOJIsi»

Tenepb ocTaBanoOCh TOIBKO Pa300paThCs ¢ 3aKIMHAHUAMU. Ecin, KOHEYHO, OHU €CTb.

«A OHM JIOJIKHBI OBITh, — MOAYMaJ KPbICHHBIN KOpoiib. — O0si3aTenibHO. Brasierner aToro ckiana
COBCEM He TIOXOX Ha OECTIeUHOro YeI0BeKa».

OH HaXMypUJICS ¥ IIPOBEJI JIANOU HaJ IIKATYy/IKOW. [TocbIimacs Ierkuil Tpeck, U Ha ee KpbIIlKe
BCITIBIXHYJIA POCCHITTb MAJICHBKUX 30JIOTHCTHIX 3Be3/10ueK. Uepe3 MrHOBEHHUE OHHM MCUE3NH, HO 3TOTO
ObUIO JOCTATOYHO. 3akjMHaHue Obuto. OIHO, HO JOCTAaTOYHO CHIIbHOE. K cYacThio, KpbICHHOMY
KOPOJIO OHO OBbLJIO 3HAKOMO. Bripouem, He MeIano Obl 3TO U POBEPUTb.

KpbIcuHBIN KOOI HAKJIOHUIICS HAJT IIKATYJIKON M OCTOPOXKHO ee OOHIOXAJT.

Jla, 310 OBLIO OHO, 3aKJIMHAHWE MPOKJISTHIX Myl JIerKuid, eBa yJIOBUMBIIA 3arlax KOPHS CeMU
MEPTBELIOB CITYKHJI TOMY HEOIPOBEPKUMBIM JOKA3aTEIbCTBOM.

KppicuHbiil KOponb HaxXMypuJcs,

Jlo;KHO OBITH YTO-TO emle. 3aKkJIMHAHWEe MPOKJIATHIX AyIT W3BeCTHO MHOTUM. CTasio ObITh,
JOJDKHO OBITH eIlle 10 KpalHel Mepe OHO — OoJiee cepbe3Hoe.

KpbIcunbIi KOpOJIb elnie pa3 0OHI0XaJ IIKATYJIKY U He YJIOBII HUKAKHX JOTIOJTHUTEIBHBIX 3aria-
XOB.

«Ix, ObJ1a He ObLIa, — peru oH. — Puckny. Yem vept He myTHT, Korjaa 0or CriuT».

CnenaB HEOOXOAMMBIE TIACCHL M CKOPOTOBOPKOH MPOOOPMOTAaB HYKHOE 3aKJIMHAHKME, OH YBU-
JeN, Kak Ha KpBIIIKE IIKATYJIKH OfHA 3a JPYrod CTajdd TOSIBIATHCS BCE TE XKE 3BE3JOYKH.
OHu racim, HO Tereph MEJICHHO, U Tepeji TeM, KaK MOracHyTh OKOHYATeIbHO, HA MTHOBEHHE SIPKO
BCIIBIXMBAJIH.

Korga moracna mocieaHsisi 3B€3[09Ka, KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIb BBIKJAT C MUHYTY U OCTOPOXKHO
TMOJIOXKWMJT JIanbl Ha MKaTynky. M Tyt cpabortano Bropoe 3akimHaHue. OHo Bce ke Obuio!

[IpsiMo U3 CTEHBI BBICYHYJIaCh KOCT/ISIBAasl pyKa M TOMBITANIACH CXBATUTh MPEIBOAUTENS KPBIC
3a HOC. ByKBaJIbHO Uy[JOM YBEpHYBILHCh, TOT OTIPBITHYJ HA3a/1 ¥ 3aHsJT OOOPOHUTENIBHYIO CTOMKY.

IMo cknamy MpOKATWIOCh THUXOE MEP3KOe XMXMKaHbe. Y KPBICMHOTO KOpOJs HIepCTh Ha
3arprBKe BCTasa JHI00OM.

XuXuKawIas cMepTh!

OH 3HaJ MMpo 3TO 3aKJIMHAHKUE. XOTS CTATKMBATLCS C HUM €My ellle He Ipuxonmiocs. Kpeicu-
HBI KOPOJIb OBLT YBEPEH, YTO HUKTO U3 JIIOZIEH ero yke He MOMHUT. [1jist TOro 4ToObl IOMHUTD TaKUe
ApEeBHUE 3aKJIMHAHMS, OHU CIIMIIIKOM MaJio XuByT. U Bce xe...

W3 cTensl OeciryMHO BHITUIbIIA KOCTIISIBAs], OZIETAsl B YSPHBIN I11AII] C KAIMOIIOHOM, TIOJTHOCTHIO
3aKpBIBAIOIINM JIMIIO, (purypa. B mpaBoil pyke oHa Jiepxkajia CBETSIIMICS 3eJIeHbI MeY.

«CssaToil Kpeic! — 11xopagodHo aymai KpblCMHbIA KOposb. — Kak ke e€ ocraHoBuTh? Eciu
s He TIPUAYMal0 YTO-HUOYAb B OJMMKalIIIe HECKOJIBKO CEKYH I, MHE KOHEIl».

OH npekpacHO MOMHMJI, YTO yOeraTb OT XMXUKAIOIIeH cMepTu Oecrione3Ho. PaHo mim no3aHo
OH 3aCHET U TOra yKe He MpocHeTcs. Her, eAMHCTBEHHBIM CIOCOOOM MOOEIUTD 3Ty yrpo3y ObLIO
MPUHSATH OOU MPSMO 311ech U cervac.

— Bern, Geru, 4To ke ThI CTOMIIb KaK COJISTHOHM CTOJIO, — JIACKOBBIM TOJIOCOM CKa3ajla XUXUKa-
I01asi CMepTh. — Thl JOJIKEH OekaTh, UK 51 YObIO TeOsI PsIMO ceiuac.

— YT0-TO HE OYEHBb XOUETCs, — CKa3aJl KPhICHHBINA KOPOJib. — S JTydliie mornpooyio ¢ ToOo# cpa-
3UTHCA.

OH 3HaJ, YTO XMXHMKAIOIIYI0 CMEPTh MOXHO MOOEAUTH C TIOMOIIBI0 HACTOWKM KOPHS TPaBbI
uKOTKHU. TONBKO T7ie ke OH ee cervac nqocraneT? Het, JOMKHO OBITh KaKoe-TO JPYroe CpeacTBo.

durypa B nuiaie mpe3puTeSbHO XUXUKHYIIA:

— Hy, roraa...

3eseHblid Meu HalleIUyICs eMy TpsIMO B Tpydb. U TyT KPBICHHBINA KOPOJIb BCTIOMHIJI €11ie OJHO
CpencTRBoO.

— Cron! — 4to OBLIO CHJTBI KPUKHYJ OH. — [loroau, ecth aeo.
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— Kakoe ere 1e1o? — HeIOBOJIBHO CIPOCHIIA XMXHKAIOIIas cMepTh. — Bee ena st 1ebs yxe
KOHYWIKCh. Eciiu yXk penmsn ymepersb cpasy, TO He CYeTUCh, CTOM CIOKOUHO. M Monua.

— Eciu 51 3amomuy, Tl He y3Haelllb OJJHY HOBEHBKYIO, CBEKYIO, OUeHb 3a0aBHYI0 HCTOPHIO, —
OBICTPO MTPOTOBOPUJI ITPEIBOJUTEIH KPHIC.

— 3a6aBHYI0? — HEpPEIIUTEILHO MPOrOBOPHIIA XUXUKAIOIIAS CMEPTh.

3eJieHbI Meu 3aMep B, CAHTUMETPE OT TPy KPHICUHOTO KOPOJISI.

— OueHb, — B MOJTHOM OTYASTHUY TIMCKHYJT TOT.

— Hy, naBaii. JJaBHEHBKO 51 HE CJIBIIIAJIA CMELTHBIX UCTOPUI.

XuUXuKaIas cMepTh yopasia Med ¥ IPUroTOBIIACh CITyIaTh. KphICHHBIN KOPOJIh 00JIerYeHHO
B3JOXHYJI.

I'aBHOe ObLIO crienano. Termepb OCTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO 3aMHTEPECOBATH ATY CTPAXOTIOAUHY. Bripo-
4yeM, KaK MPeIBOJUTEb KPbIC TOMHUII, 3TO OBUIO HE TaK yX U TPYIHO.

—97T0... TaK BOT, 3HAYMUT. ..

UynoBUIIIHBIM YCUJIFIEM COCPEIOTOUUBIIMCH, OH HAYaJl PACCKa3bIBaTh:

— TloureHHass XuXMKAWIas CMepPTh, s XOUy paccKa3zaTb TeOe WCTOpUI0 00 OfHOMU
JeBYIIKE, OCMEJIMBIIIEHCS BCTYIIUTD B CTIOP C JIOBOJILHO MOTYITIECTBEHHBIM YapojiceM 1 TIOCPEICTBOM
JAHHOTO JKEHCKOMY TOJTy XUTPOYMHUSI CyMeBIIIel ero, He 0e3 BBIrO/Ibl JIst ceOs1, TOCPaMUTb.

— Hy-ny, — cka3ana xuxukamouias cMepTh. — [laBaii, He TSHU KOTa 3a XBOcT. M eciu TBOs ucto-
pHisl ¥ B caMOM JieJie OKaxeTcst 3a0aBHOM, 51, MOKET OBbITh, TIO3BOJTIO TeOe 3aBEPIIUTh TO JIENO, paau
KOTOPOTO THI CIOfIa SIBUJICS.

«Oro, MoH IIAHCHI MOBHIIAIOTCS, — MOAYMAaJT KPBICUHBINA KOPOJIb. — MOXET OBbITh, YIACTCS Jake
yTaIlUTh MIKATYJIKY>.

— Urak, ®una B HEKOEM CeJICHMU OJHA JEBYIIKA, JIOBOJILHO HEIYPHOW HApPYKHOCTH, — CTaJl
pacckasbiBaTh OH. — KpoMe 3Toii caMoil Hapy:KHOCTH, OOJiajjajia OHa ellle ¥ He CBOMCTBEHHOMW ISt
JeBYIIIKU B €€ BO3PACTe PacCyUTEIbHOCTI0. PoauTenu ee ObLUTH JIIoau OoraThlie, TaK 4TO 00pa3oBaHKe
OHa TIOJTyYmJIa, KOHEYHO, YUUTHIBAS, UTO KHJIa OHA HE B TOPOJIE, TOBOJILHO Xoporiee. CTasio ObITh, OHA
o0Jajiaa He TOJIBbKO MPUPOIHON CMETKOM, HO eIlle ¥ YUEHOCTHIO.

OpHaX b B 3TO ceJIeHUe sIBUJICS Yapojiel, JOCTAaTOUHO MPEYCIIEBIINN B CBOEM YMEHUH, YTOOBI
BO3OMHHUTH ce0sl paBHBIM AHIPO-MaiHbI0. Jlepkaicst OH KpailHe 3aHOCUYMBO U ObLT OOJIAYeH B I0PO-
Tve ONEKJbl, CBEPX BCAKOTO pa3yMeHHsl YKpAallleHHble COTHSMHU ajiMa30B, TOMA30B U M3yMPYIIOB.
OCTaHOBUBIIIKCH B MECTHOM TOCTUHHMIIE, OH CHSLJT CaMYI0 IOPOT'YI0 KOMHATY U TEM K€ BEYepPOM OTITpa-
BUJICSI OCMATPUBATh OKPECTHOCTH CEJICHUSI, KOTOPhIE, HAI0 CKa3aTh, MOHPABIIIMCH €My CBEpX BCSIKOU
MepBhl.

Kak Obl TO HM OBLIO, Yapodel pelmia OCTaThbCsl B 3TOM CEJIeHUM HAJ0Nro, eClii He HaBce-
r1a, O 4YeM Ha CJeOyIOIWiAd JieHb B MECTHOW KOpUMe BO BCEYCJBIIIAaHWE U OOBSBWIL. YCIIbI-
IIaB €ro CJOBa, JKUTEJIM CEJICHUsl MPU3aAyMallicCh, TIOCKOJIBKY, 003aBelisiCh COOCTBEHHBIM 4Yapo-
7ieeM, ceJieHue JOJDKHO ObUIO TIOTYYUTh MAcCy PEMMYIIECTB. . .

UyTKOe yXO KPBICMHOTO KOPOJIsl YJIOBWJIO €/1Ba CIIBIITHOE TIOCTYKUBaHUE KOroTkoB. OHO TpH-
omxanock. OueBuIHO, MyHBKA pelia y3HaTh, YTO IMEHHO TaK 3a/IepXkKajio ee X03siiHa. BoT mocTy-
KMBaHWE KOTOTKOB MPEKPaTUiIoch. MyHbKa YBHUJIENIA €r0 U XMXUKAIOIIYI0 CMepTh. Yepes ceKyH 1y OHO
BO30OHOBUJIOCH, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 OTAAISIIOCh. Buaumo, MyHbKa MpaBWIILHO OLIeHWIa OOCTAaHOBKY U
MOCUUTANA 32 JIydlllee He MellaTh.

— Hy, 4t0 ke Thl OcTaHOBUJICSI? — HEOPEKHO IMOUTPhIBasi PYKOSITKON Meua, TOWHTEePeCcOBaIach
XUXMKAOIIAsk CMEPTh.

KppicuHbIi KOOI TPOJOIIAKNI:

— ...IlpeumyIiecTBa 3TH 3aKJIOYAIKCh B TOM, UTO, MMesl COOCTBEHHOTO Yapojiesi, KUBYIIHE
B CEJICHWU JIIOIM MOIJIM HE OracaThCsl HallaJIeHus] HeIPYKECTBEHHBIX coce/iel, a Takxke pa30oiHU-
KOB, MOTJIM B CJTyYae 3aCyXH IMOMPOCUTh Yapojiest HAaKOJIJOBaTh JA0K/Ib U, KPOME TOrO, MOIJIM K HEMY
00paTUTHLCS B Clydae, eciiv Obl KTO-HUOYIb U3 KUTeNel cepbe3Ho 3a0oen. C qpyroil CTOpoHbI, OHU
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XOPOIIIO MOHUMAJIH, KaKyI0 LIEHY UM MTPUIETCS 3aIUIaTUTh 32 BCe 3TH Oy1ara, 0COOSHHO €CIIN OKaKeTCs,
YTO YapoyeH MoJIb3yeTcsl TEMHBIM KOJZIOBCTBOM. A Ha TO, UTO 3TOT Yapojel YepraeT CBoe MOTyIIle-
CTBO MMEHHO M3 TEMHOTO UCTOYHMKA, YKA3bIBAJIO MHOTO TIPU3HAKOB.

Wtak, *XuTenu celeHUs CYIWIM Ja pPSOWIN, CrOBapuMBAIMCh, M HaBEpHSKA [UTHIOCH
Obl 3TO OYEHb IOJITO, €CU Obl OMWUH CTAPUK HE TOda] MyIpblid coBeT. OH MPEeIIoKUI JT0O0MY
XKEJAIIIEeMy OTIPABUTHCA K Yapofeio M COOOIIUTh TOMY, UTO COBET CEJIEeHMs peldi He mpuoe-
rathb K ero yciyram. [Ipu 3ToM OH BHeC MpeasiokeHue, YToObl BIOBE MOCIaHHMKA OblIa BhIILTaueHa
JOBOJILHO OosbIasi cymma. [TockobKy Bee 3HaIM, KakK OMacHO IPUHOCUTD YapoJesiM MoI00HbIe N3Be-
CTHS, JKeJAIOMMX He HAIIUIOCh ¥ BOIPOC PEIIUIICS caM COOOM.

Mexay TeM IpeaMeT BCeX ITUX JKapKUX CHOPOB PACXaKUBAI IO CEJIEHHIO KaK HU B YeM He
ObIBAJIO, JeJIasi BUJ, YTO HUMAJO O HUX He Moo3peBaeT. BrionHe BO3MOXHO, Tak OHO U ObUIO. YUTO
UM, 4apoyiesimM, 10 JIeJT IPOCTBIX CMEPTHBIX ?

Kax 6b1 TO HU OBLJ10, Ha BTOPOH JIEHb MPEOBbIBAHMSI B CEJICHUH YapOJIel y3pes BBIICYTIOMSIHY TYIO
neBywKy. A 3Bayiu ee Mapuypura. Utak, yaponeii ysuaen Mapuyputy, 1 oHa eMy BecbMa MOHPaBU-
jack. YTo ere MOXHO OBLIIO OKUAIATH OT Takoro xJnocra? M KOHeYHO, OH cefiyac e 3aTesil 3a Hell
yXaXMBaTh U C X0y NIPEAJIOKUI €i PyKY U cepaLe. A Kak uHaue?

Kpacasuia Mapuyputa okazajiach B CJIOKHOM TOJIOXKEHUHM, TOCKOJIBKY 3TOT yapojiei eil
OTHIOJb HE TMOHPABUIICSI. MOXeT ObITh, €€ B 9TOM UyBCTBE MOJIEPKUBAIM T€ CMYyTHBIE CITyXH, KOTO-
pble pa3HOCSTCS U3 KOPUMBI B KOPUMY, O TOM, KaK MIMEHHO TeMHbIE Yapoier OOpaIlaoTcs ¢ TEMH
HECYACTHBIMH, KOTOpbIE COIIACHIIMCh BBITH 32 HHMX 3aMyXk. ECTeCTBEHHO, PSMHUKOM CKa3aTh 00
9TOM YapoJIeio OHa He MOTJIa. 3aIIUTHUKOB €1 He TO YTO B 9TOM, HO M BO BCeX OJIM3IIEKAIIMX CEJICHUSIX
ObLIO He chicKaTh. OCTaBaJIOCh PACCUMTHIBATH TOJBKO HA CBOM CUJIBL. A B ueM cuia aesyiiek? Ecre-
CTBEHHO, B YM€ U XUTPOCTH.

[TpuTBOpUBIIKCE, YTO HE OTBEpraeT IMPUCTABAHUI OIMACHOTO yXakepa, Mapuyputa Tem
HE MeHee CKa3aja, 4YTo JOJUKHA XOPOIIEHBKO OOAyMaTh ero mnpeiokeHve. BecbMa JIOBOJBHBIN
co00IA, TOT OTITPABUJICS B TOCTHHHUILY, 2 MapuypHTa BepHYJIach JOMOH M pelInia XOPOIEHbKO Mopas-
MBIC/IUTh. OHA HUYYTh HE COMHEBAJIACh, YTO YTPOM TEMHBI Yapolel SBUTCS 3a OTBETOM, KOTO-
pblii, KAK OH CUMTAJ, MOXET OBITh TOJIHKO TMOJIOKUTETbHBIM. JleByIlIKa MOHMMAasa, YTO B CiIydae
OTPUIIATEILHOTO OTBETA 3aIIPOCTO MOXKET OKA3aThCsl, HAIPUMEP, B JISATYIIAUbEl MIKype U IPOBECTU
OCTaTOK CBOEH KU3HHM MeYTasi JIUIIb O JKUPHBIX MyXax U Komapax. Ctano ObITb, eif Hy’KHO JaTh TAKOU
OTBET, KOTOPBIi ObLT Obl HE OTPHULIATEILHBIM U HE TIOJIOKUTEIBHBIM, HO OIHOBPEMEHHO Cclesal Obl
HEBO3MOXXHBIMH JaJIbHEHIIINE MOIBITKH TEMHOTO Yapoyiesi MpUOpaTh ee K pyKam.

KpbIcuHbIi KOPOIIb Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/T 3aMOTYaJI, IEpeBe AbIXaHHe 1, oYechiBasi OOK, Mpo-
TOJIKWIT:

— Wrak, y neBymiku Oblia JIMIIb OfIHA HOYb HA TO, YTOOBI IIPUIyMaTh JOCTOWHBIA OTBET, M OHA
ero mpuayMaa.

YTpowm, korja yapojei SIBUJICS K ee IOMY, OHa BBIIILIA K HEMY B JIyUIllel CBOeH ofIek /e, BCTpe-
THJIa €T0 OYeHb JIACKOBO, HO CKa3ajia, YTO COIJIACHA BBITHU 3a HEro 3aMYK JIMIIb MPU YCJIOBUH, YTO
TOT €l JOKaXeT, HACKOJIbKO XOPOIIIO OH BJIA/IEET CBOMM PEMECIIOM.

VYcrplnag ee ycnoBusl, YapojieH JIUIIb YIBIOHYJICS M C HBUMOBEPHOM CIIEChIO CKa3aJl, uTo Corvia-
CEeH MPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOM CHOCOOHOCTU. OH MpeIokuI coOpaTh BCEX XKUTEEH CeleHus,
YTOOBI OHM YAMBWJIKCH ¥ BO3PAJOBAIICH STOMY 3pPEJIUIIL.

Mapuypura ckaszana, yTo OHa He BO3paXaeT, M yaca yepe3 ABa Ha IIEHTPAIBHOW IUIOLIAH
coOpasich CTap M MJjaf, YToObl IOCMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK 4yapojieit Oy/leT MOoKa3plBaTh CBOE MacTep-
cTBO. MHOIMe U3 3eBaK 1M Ha 3Ty IUIOHIAb He 0e3 HEKOTOPOro KojeOaHusl, MOCKOIbKY MPEeAro-
Jlarajiy, 4to OT TEMHOTo 4Yapojes 1oOpa kaaTh He mpuxonutcs. Ho Bce ke MpHIUTH, MOCKOJbKY
TMOOOIBITCTBO CHJIbHEE UyBCTBA CAMOCOX paHeHHs1. Yapozielo Tak He TepIesioch MPUCTYMUTD K AEMOH-
CTpalli CBOEW CHWJIBI, YTO OH HE JOKAAJICS, TOKa coOepyTcs Bce KUTenu. JIMIb TOJIbKO TUIOMIAab
HAIOJIHWJIACh JTIIOJbMHU B JOCTATOYHOM Mepe, OH B3MaxHYJI pyKamMH M JUIs Hadala MpeBpaTUiIcs B
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CTPAIIHOTO TOXHpatessi OONBIINX JIETAIOIMX CHUKEpCoB Jiecopyba IMunbiumkosa. Tonma 3anene-
Hela OT cTpaxa. Bce 3Haim, 4TO JieTaolue CHUKEPCH JTaBHO MEPEeBENTUCh, U KaXJOMYy MPHIILUIO B
TOJIOBY, UTO 32 HEMMEHHMEM JI0OBIUYM 3TOT MOHCTP MOXeT HaOpocuThcsl Ha Hero. OqHako yapogeit
HUKOTO HE TPOHYIN U, IJIs TOTO 4TOOBI YCIIOKOUTH TOJITY, IPEBPATHIIICS B MEHEe CTpallHOe COo3[a-
HHE — BCETO JIMIIb B ABAIIaTH(YTOBOTO IPaKOHA.

Kurenu cenenust 0061€rYeHHO B3IOXHYJIH.

CrnenyroonmmM, B KOro TMpeBpaTWics yapoield, ObUl OONBINON cepblid MacTonoHT. OH mof-
HsT X000T ¥ 3arpyOowi. Bumumo, uaposmeil pemmi mokas3aTh KUTESIM CElIeHMs], HACKOJBKO
TOYHO OH MOXET KOMMPOBATh TeX KUBOTHBIX, OOJMK KOTOPBIX OHM XOPOIIO 3HAIH. JIIom¥ OeHIIH.
[o Tonme mpokaTuscs ponoT BocxuileHusi. MacTOAOHT ObUI COBCEM KaK HACTOSIIIHIA.

BepHyBIuch B 4esoBeueckuil BUil, 4apoaei Opocust Ha Mapryputy BOITPOCUTEbHBIN B3IJISI,
Kak Obl CriparvBasi, yIOBJIETBOPEHa JIM OHA JIEMOHCTpaIuei ero cocodHocreil. Ho neByika orpu-
1aTeIbHO MOTHYJIA rooBoi. OHa XoTesa, YToObl OH MPOJOIIKA.

— Xopo1o *e, — cKa3ajl 4apoei rojiocoM, OT KOTOPOTrO Y MHOTUX B TOJIIIE 3aTPSICIUCh MO/
KWIKU. — § TOKaxy KOe-4To elre.

OH B3MaxHyl pyKkoil, M Tiepell HUM OKas3ajcsl CyHAyK. Yapoaeidl OTKUHYJI €ro
KPBIIIKY, W JHOOM YBUAEIU, YTO CYHAYK JOBEpXy HAIOJHEH 30JIOTHIMA MOHETAMH W KpyI-
HBIMH, KaK S0 apXxeornTepukca, Oprwumantamu. [1o Tosme mpoHeccst B30X BOCXHIIEHUs1. MHorue
JKEHIIMHBI cTaM OpocaTh Ha MapuypuTy 3aBUCTIMBBIC B3[JIsIbI, HO OHA pelInia He OTCTYNaTh OT
TOTO, YTO 33/[yMaJa.

— Majo, — 3asB1JIa OHa. — DTOro MaJo.

Yapozeit mpeBpaliacs B 30JI0TON J0XK/b, IPHI3 CTAKAHbI, METAJI MOJIHUH, KPUYaJl MIETYXOM U
U3pbIraji oroHb. JleByIike Bce ObLUIO MaJIo.

Hakower, korga y 4apopesi ouTH yXe He OCTaloCh BOJIIIEOHBIX CHJI, OHA 3asiBUJIA:

— Teneps 51 xoTena Obl, YTOOBI THI MPOIIIEN BCETO OAHO, TIOCIEIHEE UCTILITAHKE.

Coo0pa3uB, 4TO HAXOAUTCS OYEHb OJIM3KO OT MOOE/IBI, TEMHBIIN Yapojiei BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— 51 rOTOB UCTIONHUTD BCE, YTO ThI MOKEIACIII.

— Torpa, — npoMonBuiIa mpekpacHasi MapuypuTa, — rpoiiy Te0si, OTBETh MHE Ha OJMH-€/1H-
CTBEHHBIN Bompoc. M ec Thl MHE Ha HETO OTBETHIIIb, 51 BHIATY 32 TeOs 3aMyK.

— CnpammmBaii! — BOCKJIMKHYJT Yapojiel, yke TPeABKYIIABIIHNIA CBOIO OU3KYIO Mooy .

— Tenepp, — ckazasia Mapuyputa, — OTBETh MHE: YTO OYEHb PEJKO, HO BCE ke BCTpeda-
ercst. OIHAKO HET HY OJIHOM JKEHILMHBI, KOTOpasi XOTh pa3 3a CBOIO )KM3Hb Ja He pelmia Obl, 4To
3TOrO Ha cBeTe He ObIBaeT BoBce?

Yapozei raga oueHb J10J1T0, epedpa MHOXKECTBO OTBETOB, HO TaK BEPHOT'O HAWTU U HE CMOT.
Mapuypurta, TOHSITHOE AEJO0, BBIITH 32 HETO OTKA3aJIach.

TeMHbII Yapozeil CTpaitHo 037100UJICA U XOTeN ObUIO HACTATh Ha CeeHHe YXKACHOE MPOKJIs-
THe, HO, TaK KaK MOYTH BCs €ro BOJIIeOHas cuiia ObUla MCTpavyeHa BO BPeMsl UCIIBITAHUNA, HUYETO
y HEro He Moy4miock. JKaarh, KOraa BOCCTAHOBUTCS €ro BOJIEOHAs CHJIa, Yapolaen He 3aXOTell.
Buiumo, oHa BoccTaHaBIMBaIach OYeHb A0JTO. Takum 00pa3om, MPUIILIIOCh eMy coOpaTh CBOM Oarax
Y TMIOKMHYTH CeJIeHNe, B KOTOPOM k1Jjla TipeKkpacHast Mapuyputa. Bosbliie ero HUKTO He BUJIEI.

— Mornogen 6aba! — ¢ omoOpeHreM cKa3aia XUXUKAIOIIAas CMEPTb.

— Bce, — MpoMOJIBIIT KPBICHHBIN KOPOJib. — Tenepb Thl MEHsI OTITyCKaelIb?

— 3, Het. — CMmepTh norposusa eMmy MeuoM. — CHauasma CKaku OTTafKy.

— Kaky1o? — cipocust KpbICUHbINA KOPOJIb.

— Hy, Toii 3aragku, kotopyio 3aragana Mapuyputa. B yem so0asi xKeHIIMHA XOTh pa3 B )KU3HU
Ja COMHeBaJach?

— ITO0 K€ MPOCTO, — CKa3aJl KPbICUHBIN KOPOJb. — B MyKCKOI BEpHOCTH.

— BepHo! — BOCKJIMKHY/1a CMEPTh U 3aXUXUKasa. — Tak OHO U €CTb.

KpbIcunbIi KOposb 00JIErYeHHO B3I0XHYJT M B3IJISTHYJI HA Hee He 0e3 HaexKIbl:
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— Hy?..

— JlaiHO, KMBH, — MaXHYJIa pyKOW XMXUKAOIIasi cMepTh. — Ho yuTH, Bee 3T0 y TeOs1 Oy YrIioch
TOJIBKO OIIMH pa3. B ciepytommii He momMoxeT naxe 3a0aBHas ucropusi. [Tonsn?

— Emie Obl, Kak He MOHATH, — XMYPO CKa3aJl KPHICUHBINA KOPOJIb.

— To-To0 *e... — XUXUKaoIIasi CMepTh MOrpo3ujia eMy MaJlblieM U, IIpexke YeM YT 0OpaTHO
B CTEHy, HaIllOMHMIIA: — B crenyomuii pa3, Koraa Mbl BCTpeTHMCS, Tebe He 1mo310poBuTcs.  3Haio,
THI — BOP ¥ CBOE peMeciio He Opocuiiib. CTano ObITh, MBI €I1Ie BCTPETHMCS.

OHa XMXMKHYJIa U ucyessia B cTeHe. KpbICHHBIN KOPOJIb BHITED CO JIOA MOT ¥ OBICTPO OIJISIIEICS.
Ha ckiage 6bu10 Mo-TipekHEMY THXO, TAyKH-CTOPOKA BCE elle Crau.

— Bort u xoporo, — mpo6opMOTasT KPbICUHBIA KOPOJIb U MIATHYJ K IIKaTYJIKe.

3aMOK Ha Hel OKa3aJiCsl COBCEM HECJIOKHBIM. KpBICHHBIN KOPOJIb OTKPBUI €r0 332 HECKOJIBKO
cekyHa. Korma oTKMHY/ach KpBIIIKa, Y MPEIBOIUTENS KPBIC BhIpBaJCs B3J0X BocxuileHus. Illka-
TyJKa ObUIa IO KpaeB HANOJIHEHA MMOX0XKUMU Ha TbUIAIOIINE YIIM APAKOHBUMH KaMHSIMHU.

310 OBLIO OrpoMHOE OOTraTCTBO. KPHICHHBIN KOPOIIb B35J1 OMUH KaMeHb, BHUMATEIIHHO OTJIsIIe
Y CO B3[I0XOM TIOJIOKHUJI OOPaTHO B IIIKATYJIKY.

Jla, 3TOro XBaTuT It TOro, YTOObl KOPMUTh BCE HACEIEHHE TMOA3EMHOIO ropofa HECKOJIbKO
MecsILIEB.

OH OCTOPOXHO 3aKPbUI KPHIIIIKY, B3sUT HIKATYJIKY MO/ MBIIIKY 1 OBICTPO HA IBYX JIarax MpoIie
K HOpe, 4epe3 KOTOpYIo MOoMal Ha 3TOT ckial. HakTOHMBIIMCH Hajl HEld, OH MO3BaJI:

— 31, MyHnbka, MyHbka!

Kppica BbicyHyIa U3 HOPBI OCTPYIO MOPIIOUKY M, OOJIETYeHHO B3OXHYB, CKa3asa:

— AX, MOU XO35IMH, Thl BCE-TaKd OOMaHYJT XMXUKAOIIYI0 CMEPTh !

— Hy KoHe4HO, — yXMBUTBbHYJICS KPBICHBIN KOPOJIb. — He CKaxy, 4YTOObI 3TO OBLIO CIIUIIKOM YK
JIeTKo, HO Bce ke... OmHako gaBaii He OyaeM TepsATh BpeMernu 3psa. Ckiiaa cBOOOEH, M IO paccBeTa
OCTaJIOCh HE TaK YK MHOTO BpeMeHH. 3a padoTy.

MyHpKa BO30YKJEHHO MUCKHYJA M ToOexkana B IyOb HOpbl. KpBICHHBIN KOPOJb MPUCITY-
masics. Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/] OH YCIIBIIIAT TOTIOT MHOXECTBA KPBICUHBIX JIaml. DTO MPUOIKAIICS
ero OTpsiz.

[IpenBoouTens KpbIC yXMBUIBHYJCS elle pa3. YTPOM, OTKpPBIB CKJIaj, €ro XO3suH,
Oy/IeT HECKOJIbKO y/uBJIeH. BripodeM, y Jiiofeli CJMIITKOM CIIOKOWHAs ¥ Oe3MsTeKHasI )KU3Hb. Bpems
OT BPEMEHH YIUBIISTHCS] UM TIOJIE3HO.

% sk ok

Jlo 1MoA3eMHOro ropoia 0OCTaBajOCh HE TaK YK M JasieKo. KpbICUHBIM KOPOJIb NEPEIOKIII IIKA-
TYJAKY B JIPYrylo Jially W OIJISIHYJICSI, YTOOBI ele pa3 MomoOoBaThcs cBOMM OTpsiioM. Kaxpas
KpbIca TalmIa 3a coooil HeOOBIYI0, HO OYeHb EMKYIO TEeJIeKEUKY, HAIOJTHEHHYIO IO CaMOro Bepxa
BCSTYECKMMHU LIEHHBIMH BEIIAMH.

CkJag okaszaJicsi YepTOBCKM OOraThiM. B HEM HaIlJIoch MHOXECTBO OYE€Hb HYKHBIX U TIOJIE3-
HBIX BeIllei, TaK YTO BCAKYIO JpssHb OHM He Opanu. EaMHCTBEHHOE, O YeM KpPBICHHBIN
KOPOJIb JKaJIesI, 3TO O TOM, 4TO B €r0 OTPsi/ie OCTAJIOCh BCEro JIMIIb AEBATHAALATH KpbIC. Takum oOpa-
30M, KOJIMYECTBO JI00BIUHM, KOTOPYIO OHM CMOTJIM YHECTH, YMEHBIIIMIIOCH HA OHY JBAIIATYIO YaCTh.

«Hy na Huuero, — nogymai oH. — Tam, B OA3eMHOM TOpOJIE, KEJAIOMIUX J10CTaTOuHO. [Jaxe
Oosee 4eM HyKHO».

MyHbka Oexaia Belieq 32 HUIM M, YBUIEB, KaK OH OOEpHYJICS, BECeJIO OCKaJIIIa OCTPEHbKHUE
3yOKH.

— Xeit! — pagocTHO TUCKHYAA OHA. — imeM ¢ noObruei!

— TouHo, — KMBHYJI KPbICUHBIN KOPOJib. — CEerogHs yIauHblil IEHb.
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W Bce ocTanbHbIe KPHICKl XOPOM PaJOCTHO 3anumaii. OHU yxke U IyMaTh 3a0bLIH 00 OTHOYXOM
Kpbice. EqMHCTBEHHOE, UTO OT HEe OCTAJIOCh, — TO TOJIBII XBOCT, BAJISIONIMIACS B TIOBAJIE, B KOTOPOM
OHa TMPUHSIa CMEPTh.

Ona jomycTriia OmMOKY — M TOTO BIIOJTHE XBATUJIO, YTOOBI HUKTO M HUKOT/IA OOJIbIIe O Hel
HE BCIIOMHIJL.

«BcnoMHUT 71 KTO-HUOYAh 000 MHE, TIOCJIe TOTO KaK JIOMYIY OMMOKY 517 — MOgyMall KPbICH-
HBIA KOpoJib. — Bripouem, HaBepHsika BCIIOMHSAT. 1o kpaiiHeil Mepe — MyHbKa».

OH nepexBaTHJI IIKATYJIKY Moyno0Hee 1 OoJblie He orisabiBascs. Kpbicam ObUIO TsIKET0, HO
OH 3HAJI, YTO HU OJJHA U3 HUX HE OTCTaHeT U He OPOCUT CBOH rpy3. [1e 3T0 BUaHo, 4YT0OBI KphIca U3-
3a MOJIOOHBIX MeJtouel Opociia 100sray? OcOOEHHO TaKyIo.

Kopumop cran mmpe. Bot ero neperopoauia Tojcrast KaMeHHasi cTeHa. B mpaBom ee yrimy ObUIO
OTBEpCTHE, Yepe3 KOTOPOe MOT IIPOCKOJIb3HYTh 3BePb BETMUMHOM C KPYIHYIO KpbICy, He Oodbie. U3
OTBEPCTHsI BHICOBBIBAJIACH MOPJOYKA OXPAHHHKA.

VBuIeB KapaBaH KPbICKHOTO KOPOJIsl, OXPAaHHUK €/1Ba He TIOAIPBITHYJ OT PaoCTH.

B nocnenHee Bpems oy cTaay 0COOEHHO OIUTENTbHBI U OOJIBIIIMHCTBO M3 OTHPABUBIIMXCS
Ha OXOTY OTPS/I0B BO3BpAIIUCh Oe3 1oObIur. [IpeqBoanTenb KpbIC 3HaJI, YTO STO BPEMEHHOE SIBJIe-
HUEe. DTUM OECTOIKOBBIM JIIOASAM ObUIO CBOMCTBEHHO BpeMs OT BPEMEHH, B TIIETHOM IMOIBITKE Orpa-
JWUTH CBOU OOTaTCTBA OT PACXUIIIEHH S, OOBSBIATH BOMHY KpbicaM. Kak mpaBusio, ux ¢paHTtasus He 11a
Jajbllle OTPABJICHHON NMPUMAHKHU U YBEJIMYEHHs KOJIMYECTBA JIOBYIIEK, KCTATU CKa3aTh, JOBOJIBHO
MPUMHUTUBHBIX. JIOBYIIIKY U 5171 IeJIalT KpbIcaM OOJIBIIIOE OIOKEHNE, N30aBIISIS UX PSIbI OT TyPaKOB
u pactsan. OHM HaXOAWJIM CBOIO CMEPTh, CheB KYCOK OTPABJIEHHOTO Msica MJIH 3a0paBIIICh B KAKOK-
HUOY/Ib BAPYT TOSBUBIIMIACS y BXOAA B HOPY SAIIMYEK.

Kppichl 0 HuX He xanenu. Yero xanetb 1ypakoB? A yMHbIE U OCTOPOKHbIE HUKOI/IA B TaKHe
JIOBYILIKM HE TIOMaAyTCsl. YMHBIE, KaK PABIJIO, OCTABAJIMChH KUTh.

PaHo nim mo3zaHoO, Iymble KphIChl MOruOany Bee. JIOBYIIKY CTOSIM MyCTBHIMH, OTPABJICHHYIO
NIy HUKTO HE Tporaj. JIlony roBOpuiy Ipyr Ipyry, YTO HAKOHEI-TO OfIepXkaiu MoOedy, U HACTy-
nasio 3aruibe. J1o crenyrorero pasa.

KoneuHo, ucropus Kpbic, nepegaBaeMasi U3 yCT B YCTa, Coepskaia BOCHOMUHAHUS O CITyJasix,
KOTJ1a JIIO/IM HEe OCTAHABJIMBAJIMCH U Ha 3TOM. OTKY/Ia-TO OHM 3HAJM O TIOI3EMHOM rOpOJie ¥ HECKOJIBKO
a3 MBITATUCH €T0 OTBICKATh, YTOOB TOKOHYUTH C KPbICAMU OKOHUaTeNIbHO. K cyacTbio, HU pa3y JoBe-
CTH 3TO [IeJIO JI0 KOHIIA UM He YJaJloCh.

Bce ke KpbICMHBIN KOPOJIb HE MOT' HE TpeanosiaraTb, 4To OJHAXbl OHU MOJOWAYT K TOpoaa
o4eHb On3Ko. IMEHHO Ha 3TOT Ciydai 3[1ech CTOSUI OXPaHHHUK.

KpbicuHbIi  KOpOJb MMOfIOMIET K CTeHe W OMyCTH IIKAaTyJIKy I[epel] OTBEpPCTHEM.
OxpaHHMK ocBOOOAMT mpoxon. CHOBa pachmaBIIMCh HAa JECSTOK KpPBIC KOPOJb MOI3EMHOIO
ropojia OYeHb IIYCTPO MPOTAIIUII IIIKATYJIKY B OTBepcTHe. OKa3aBIIMCh Ha IPYroi CTOPOHE, OH CHOBA
COEIVHUJICA Y CYHYJI IIKATYJIKY 1O MBILIKY.

OnJIsSHYBIIINCH, OH YOSIUIICS, UYTO OCTAJIbHBIC YIEHBI €0 OTPsijia TOXE IMPOJIe3/I B OTBEPCTHE,
Y IBUHYJICS Jasibiiie. Yepes IecATOK METPOB ObLT MOCT, TAKOH Y3KHiA, YTO KPHICKHOMY KOPOJIIO TIPH-
[IUIOCh UJTH TI0 HeMy OOKOM.

OnHax /bl JTIOAM BCE-TaKH MOJOOPAIHCH K MOA3EMHOMY ropojy o4deHb Onmu3ko. OHM paspy-
IIWJIK CTEHY U BCTYIMJIM Ha MOCT. KpbICHl €/1Ba ycresnu neperpbI3Th CKPEIUISBILYIO TOCAEIHUNA TPOJIET
BepeBKY. MOCT pyXHyJI, M HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK YIaJIM B HATIOJIHEHHYIO JI0 KPaeB TyXJIOW BOJION KaHAaBY.
U yronynu. JKuten okpyKeHHOTo MecKaMu ropojia, Kak MpaBuiio, IiaBaTh He ymeoT. Jlioau otcry-
IMWIA, UCITYTaBIIXUCh TOIO, YTO HA ITYTH K MMOA3EMHOMY Iopoay MX MOXKET BCTPETUTD €1IE HECKOJIBKO
NoI00HBIX JIoBYyIIEeK. Keratu, caenany oHM 3TO TPaBHIIBHO.

Ipexae yeM OTPsiA KPHICKHOTO KOPOJISI CTYIHJI Ha OKParuHbI TIOI3EMHOrO ropofa, eMy Ipu-
IIJIOCh MMHOBATb €l1le TP MoJ00HbIE JIOBYIIIKKA. B ToM MecTe, rj1e ObLT MaJatolyii IIOTOIOK, UM PH-
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IJIOCh OYKBaJIBHO KPAcThesl. 17151 TOro ytoOBl OH PyXHYJI, OBLIO JOCTATOYHO OJJHOTO HEBEPHOTO JIBH-
KEHHUS.

Hakownen kopunop nepe HUMU 3HAYUTEBHO PACIIMPUIICS, M OHUA OKA3aJTCh Ha OKPAaHAX MOJI-
3eMHOI'0 ropofa.

[NocTpoeHHsbIN B cTapoaBHUE BpeMeHa MeIMKAHI[AMH, TOKJIOHHUKAMH OOra-KpbIChl, OH ObLT
OrpPOMEH 1 HaXOAWJICS B €CTECTBEHHOM TelIepe, MMEIOIIei HECKOJIBKO BhIXOHO0B. Ceityac KpbICHI MOJb-
30BIMCh TOJBKO ABYMS, TIIATEJbHO 3aMACKHPOBAB OCTAJbHBIE M TPEKPAaTUB HMMHU IOJIb30-
BaTbcsl. CliesaHo 3To OBLIO OISITH JKe Ha CIIy4ail HallleCTBUS MPECIOBYTHIX JIOIEH,

B pmanbHeM KOHIE melmepsl HaXOAWIOCh HEOOJBIIOE O3epKO C YUCTOM BomoW. Takum
o0pa3oM, Al TOrO 4YTOObl YTONUTH KAXKAY, KpbicaM HE HYKHO OBUIO OTIPABISTHCS 32 TPH-
neBATh 3eMenb. [100MM30cT OT TOA3EMHOrO 03epa, B CTEHAX IMemiepbl. UMEJIOCh MHOXECTBO
HUII ¥ HEeOONbIIMX I'pOTOB. B HUX KpBICHI YK€ MHOTHME BEKa Pa3BONWIN KOJOHUM ChelTOOHBIX
rpuOoB. SIBJSAACH MPUATHOW TOOABKOW K CTONY TMOA3EMHBIX OXOTHHI], B ClIyyae HEOXHUIAHHOM
0CaJIbl 3TU TPUOBI MOTJIH CIIACTU BCIO KOJIOHHIO OT FOJIOAHOM cMepTH. KpBhICHHBIN KOPOJIh C HACIaXIe-
HHUEM BIOXHYJI CBIPOIA, XOIOAHBIN BO3YX OA3EMHOTr0 roposa. [locie TeMHOTH KOpUIOPOB OJTYMPAaK
ropojia MOKa3aJICsl eMy TIOUTH SIPKAM CBETOM.

CBeT npoHMKAJI B MElepy Yepe3 HECKOMBKO JOBOJIBHO Y3KUX IIAXT, TPOOUTHIX B €€ TIOTOJIKE
elle B He3anaMsITHblE BpeMeHa, KOr/a Mo YJIUIaM MOA3EMHOr0 ropoja 0erajin He TOJIBKO KPbICHI, HO
HECHEITHO XOAWIM M WX TOKJIOHHMKM — TefuKaHipl. I1laxTel 3TM BBIXOOWJIM HA TOBEPXHOCTh
B palioHe IJIaTO OTHEHHBIX AyXoB. [lo ciyxam, Kak-To AHIpO-MaiHBbIO, MOTYIIECTBEHHOMY BOJI-
MIeOHUKY OMMKANINMX JBAALATH TSATA MUPOB, JOJMOXKWIM, 4TO HeKTo Kpak-Oapym, oueHb JIOB-
KW, HO COBEPILIEHHO JIMIIIEHHBII YyBCTBA CAMOCOXPAaHEHHS BOP, MIOXUTHB U3 €r0 COKPOBUIIHHUIIBI
MapoYKy pEeIKMX MarmyecKUx MpeAMETOB, CKPbUICSA OT MOTOHM Ha 3ToM Iuiato. Hemuoro momy-
MaB, AHI'PO-MaiHbIO CKa3aJl:

— Hy u nec ¢ aum. Camoe r1aBHoe, 4ToObI ero J00bYa He Tonaja B dyxkue pyku. KoneuHo, s
MOT'Y OTIIPABUTHCS 32 STUMHU ITPEAMETaMH Ha TUIATO OTHEHHBIX AyX0B. Ho CTOUT Jin Ky pKa BBIIETKH?
UroObl 10CTaTh WX, YHIET CTOJBKO MarMyecKoil SHEPryu, 4TO €€ XBaTWIO Obl Ha CO3JaHHUE elle
AecsiTKa MOJAOOHBIX BEIUYEK.

OH okazajscs npaB. bosbllie HUIKTO HIYEro He CIIBIIAT HU 0 Oe3pacCyJHOM rpadutesie, HU O
MOXUINEHHBIX UM TpeaAMeTax.

Takum 0Opa3oM, MOA3EMHBIIN TOPO ObLT HAJIEKHO 3AIIUIIEH U C STOH CTOPOHBI.

TTOKpHITBII KAMEHHBIMH TUIMTAaMH TIOJI TOA3EMHBIX KOPUAOPOB CMEHWJIAa OpycuaTKa YIuIl
MOJI3eMHOro ropoia. KpbICHMHBI KOpPOJMb M €ro OTpsii TOpHO IIECTBOBAIM IO CaMOW cepe-
auHe yiuipl. BripoueM caM KpbICMHBINA KOPOJIb CTAPAICS BBHIIISAECTh HE OUEHb IOBOJIbHBIM.

Ero otpsia BepHycs ¢ 6oraroit noosrdeit. Hy u uto? Tak gomkHO 0bu10 ObITh. U HUKaK MHaYe.
Bce-Taku oH He mpocTas Kpbica.

JloMa moa3eMHOro roposia He OTIMYaINCh OCOOEHHOW BBICOTOW. Kphilia caMoro BHICOKOTO 13
HUX ObUIa Ha yPOBHE MaKYIIIKH CPEIHErO POocTa uesoBeka. M Bee jke B 9TUX JoMax ObUIO MO HECKOJIbKY
STa)kel, COCTOSIMX U3 MHOKECTBA KOMHAT, B KQKIOW M3 KOTOPBIX KOMOIIMINCH KPBICHI, KPBICH
KpbIchl. MIX OcTpble MOPIOYKH U MOOJIECKUBAIOIIME B TIOIYThME I71a3a BUAHEHCh B KXKJJOM OKHE.

KpbIcunbIi KOPOIIB 3HAT, YTO 3TO CaMoe BhICIIIee IPosiBJIeHUe BocxuieHus1. Eciu Ovl ero oTpsig
BEPHYJICS] HU C YeM, BECTh 00 3TOM MOMEHTAJILHO 00JieTes1a Obl TOPO M HUKTO U3 JKUIIBIIOB €r0 MHO-
TOYMCIIEHHBIX JJOMOB JJa’ke ¥ He BHITJISTHYI Obl Ha yJIHITY.

OH cHoBa ornaHyics. Benen 3a HUM ceMeHwia BepHast MyHbKa, a Jabllie TSHY/IAaCh CTPOM-
Hasl KOJIOHHA 3aNpsKeHHBIX B TEJIEKKH Kpbic. Koleca Tesnexek MocTyKMBasu 1o Opycyarke, ¥ TalliB-
IIIM€ WX KPBICHI IIUTH, CTAPAsICh HE ITOKA3aTh U BUILY, YTO YCTAJIH, TOPIO NOTHSAB roioBbl. M, B oTiiuune
OT KPBICHHOTO KOPOJIsi, HEe HYKHO OBUIO IeNaTh B, OYATO OHM HE CUJIbHO TOPASATCs Ooratoi 100bI-
yeil. OHU OyKBaJIbHO YIIMBAJIMCh TEM, YTO HA HUX OJHOBPEMEHHO CMOTPHT TaK MHOTO JIPYTHX KPBIC.
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OTpsi mpoIIECTBOBAJ B LIEHTP ropoja, Iae MOMeUaInuch CKaasl. Bo3iie HUX yke CyeTUInCh
KPBICHI-KJIaI0BIMKH. [0 qpeBHel Tpaauiun Bce OHM ObUTH OesbiMu. CUMTanock, 4to Oenas Kpbica-
KJIQJIOBIIMK HCHOJHSIET CBOM OOS3aHHOCTH TOpaszio Jjyuile, 4yeM cepast. [ToCKONbKy OesbIX KpbIC
Cpeny HaceJleH!sl TIOA3EMHOTO ropoja ObLJIO He TaK YK ¥ MHOTO, KOJIMYECTBO KJIAIOBIIMKOB OOBIYHO
HE MPEBBIIIAI0 HEOOXOAMMOTO IS TIOJ/IEPKaHUsI CKJIAI0B B IOPSIIKE U YACTOTE YPOBHSI.

Heckombko KJIAJOBIIMKOB TAIIMIN 32 COOOW CBS3KM TOHKHUX JOLIEYEK, SIBJISIONIMECS CBOETO
pora CMCcKaMy XpaHUBIIErocs Ha ckiaaax. C mOMOIIIBIO0 OCTPBIX 3yOOB OeJible KPBICH! BBITPhI3AIN Ha
HUX TOHSITHBIE TOJIBKO UM 3HAUKM.

3mech, BO3JIe CKJIA0B, U COCTOSUICS Jesex H00bau. KpbICMHBIN KOPOJIb MOAENI CONePKIMOe
YeThIpeX TeJIeKEK MEXIY UJIeHAMH CBOETO OTPs/a, a OCTAJIbHBIE CTAJIM LIYCTPO pas3rpykaTh KJaJI0B-
IIMKHU U yTACKMBATh UX COAEP)KMMOE B TEMHOTY ITPOCTOPHBIX CKJIA/IOB.

Korga tenexku ormycreny, IeBATHAALATH KPBIC CIOKUIA HA HUX CBOIO JIOIO JOOBIYM U TpU-
TOTOBMJIMCH Pa30HTHUCH MO JoMaM. Mopzbl y HUX ObUTH KpaiiHe JOBOJIbHbIe. Kakaplil mpeIBKya,
KaKOW PajIoCThi0 Oy/IET BO3BPAILIEHNE B POTHYIO CEMbIO.

OnvH 13 BOMHOB MOAOIIEN K KPPICHHOMY KOPOJIIO, Y IIPONHUIIAT:

— X03511H, Y HAC B OTpsiie OCBOOONIIOCH OJHO MECTO.

MyHbKa IIUKHYJIa ObLIO Ha HETO, HO KPBICUHBINA KOPOJIb OJ1arOCKJIOHHO KUBHYJI, ¥ Ta CKOMUPO-
BaJjia ero JBMKECHUE.

— Yt0 THI IpeIaraeiib? — ClipoCHIl KPHICUHBIN KOPOJIb.

— XO03sIMH, y MEH$1 €CTb IJIEMSIHHUK, OYeHb CIIOCOOHBIA KPBIC, KOTOPBIM yXke He pa3 J0Ka3al
CBOE TIPOBOPCTBO U OCTPOTY 3yOOB. SI MPOIITy O MUJIOCTH B3SITh €r0 B TBOW OTPSIJI.

Kpbicunbiit koponb Opociit Ha MyHBKY BOIIPOCUTENBHBIN B3IUIsA. Ta mponuinana:

— Ha, 3to BepHO. OH yke y4acTBOBaJI B HECKOJIbKMX CJIABHBIX JIeJIaX ¥ [IPOU3BOAUT BIIEUATIIEHHE
OYEeHb JIOBKOTO JOOBITUMKA.

— XopoIio, — cKkazaj mpeABOauTeNb Kpbic, — [IycTh B crieqylomuil pa3, korga s cooepych 3a
noObIYel, MPUXOAUT BMECTE CO BCEMHU. $1 MOCMOTPIO Ha HETO M pellly, CTOUT ero Oparh ¢ cOOOM WM
HeT.

I'maza Kpeichl pagocTHO OnecHy M. HU3KO HaKJIOHKB TOJIOBY, OHA MPONHMIIANIA:

— 41 ouenn OnaromapeH, oueHb. Pydaioch, MO TUIEMSIHHUK JIOKaXeT, YTO JIOCTOMH MecTa B
OTps1JIE CaMOr'o INIABHOTO OXOTHUKA.

KpbIcuHbIN KOOI ClleTKa YAbIOHYICS:

— Hacrosmmii OXOTHUK JOKaKeT, Yero OH CTOUT B JIIOOOM OTpsiJie.

Kppica ere pa3 HU3KO CKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY M HAllPaBUJIaCh K CBOEH TEJIEKKE.

Uepe3 mapy MUHYT BO3JIE€ CKJIAJ0B OCTAIWCh TOJBKO KJIAJOBIIMKH, KPBICUHBI KOPOJIb U
MyHnpka. KnafoBIIMKy BbITPhI3 JIM HA CBOMX JIOLIEYKaX HOBbIE 3HAYKM, MyHbKa CMOTpesa Ha Kpbl-
CUHOTO KOPOJIsl IPEAAHHBIMU [JIa3aMU, & TOT CMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY 03€pa, KOTOPOE ITOr0 MecTa Kasa-
JI0Ch OOJIBIIIMM, TYCKJIBIM, CTAPUHHON paOOTHI 36pKAJIOM, W AyMaJ O TOM, YTO BOT U eIlle OJJHA OXOTa
3aKOHYMJIACh.

A 4ro panbiue?

Byner ee onHa oxora, a notoMm ee ogHa. Y tak HU CTaHyT CIMBATLCS B MECSLIbI, MECALIBI B
rofibl, IOKA )KM3Hb HE yTEYeT, CIOBHO BOJa CKBO3b Iecok. U Toraa, oTnpasiisisich B CBOIO MOCIIEIHIO0
OXOTY, U3 KOTOPOW HE BO3BPALIAETCS] HUKTO, OH OIVISTHETCS] Ha IIPOKUTYIO )KU3Hb U TIOMMET, 4TO BCIO
ee MOTPATUJI JIUIIh Ha TO, YTOObI HAOMTH OPIOXO 2 HE MOMACThCS B OYEPE/IHYIO, JIOBYIIIKY.

JlOXHO OBITH YTO-TO eIe, NO/KEH ObITh B KU3HM HEKUW TAWHBIA CMBICT, CYTh KOTO-
POro HeJsb3s BBIPA3UTh CJIOBAMH, HO IMPUCYTCTBHAE KOTOPOI'O OLIYILAETCS TaK ke SICHO, KaK HaJIn4ue
Hoca Uiu yuied. ToT, KTO ero 3a BCIO JKM3Hb HE UCTIBITAJl HA Pa3y, TOT, KOMY €ro He IaHO [OU4yBCTBO-
BaTh, IIOCTETIEHHO, CaM HE 3aMeyvasi ITOro, NEPEeKPaIlIMBAET CBOIO QYIIy B UYEPHBII LIBET U YMUPAET,
MPOKJIMHAS CYbOY, TBEPHO 3HAsI, YTO YEro-TO He YCIIe B 3TOM XKU3HH, Yero-To He nonpodosai. Tot,
KTO €ro y3HaJl Ha KOPOTKOE€ BpeMsl, BCIO OCTAaBIIYIOCS KU3Hb Oy/eT CTPEMHUTHCSI HAMTH €ro BHOBb.
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ToT, KTO CyMell ero yXBaTuTh U HE PaccTarbCsi C HUM J0 caMoi cMepTH, — cyacTiueel. Ho Takux
MaJio, OYeHb MaJIo.

KpbIcuHBI KOPOJIb XOPOIIO MOMHMJI BpeMsl, KOTJa 3TOT CMBICHI B ero ku3Hu Obul. CrpaH-
HBII, TOCKYIOIIUI MO YyTPaYeHHOMY MUpY, YOUTBII B HEM M BCE K€ CTPEMUBILHICS 0OpPaTHO Yeso-
BEK KaKMM-TO HEMOCTMKMUMBIM 00pa30oM BHOCHJI 3TOT CMBICT B €rO KW3Hb. A MOTOM BCE€ KOHYH-
70ch. YenoBeK JOOMIICS TOTO Yero XOTesl, — BEPHYJICS B CBOM POIHOM Mup. W TallHBIA CMBICT C €ro
YXOJOM YJIETYUHJICS.

KpsicuHbIi KOpOJIb B3OXHYI.

«MoxeT ObITb, — TIOIYMaJl OH, — OTOCIIAThCSI, OTIOXHYTh M CHOBAa HaBEIaThCSl Ha TMOBEPX-
Hocth? [TooOmarecs ¢ mogpMu? He MoxeT ObITh, YTOOBI TAaKOW YesIOBeK ObUT JIHIIb ofuH. [Ipocto
He MoxeT, Hajo uckaTh, ¥ paHo WM MO3/IHO HYKHBIN YeioBeK Haiaercs. Halo TobKo UCKaTh».

MyHbpKa TKHYyJach TBEpPIBIM HOCOM €MY B JiaIly:

— Xo3suH, noraeM, a? He HpaBuTCcs MHE BbIpake€HHE TBOEH MOP/Ibl, O4eHb HE HpaBUTCs. Toro
U IS, ONATH 3aTocKyellb. He eno 1o, coBceM He Jelo.

— Jla, coBceM He JIeJ1o, — eIBa CIIBIIITHO TTPOOOPMOTAIT KPBICUHBIM KOpoib. — Hy 4To %), moiaem.

OH noyno6Hee nepexBaTUJI IKATYJKy ¢ APAKOHBUMH KaMHSIMU U B COTIPOBOXJICHUM BEPHOM
MyHBKY IBUHYJICSI B CTOPOHY ABOPLIA.

— A Tam, B HIKaTyJIKe, MHOro? — Ha X0y cripocuiia MyHbKa.

KppIcuHBII KOPOJIb YXMBLIbHYJICS:

— O4eHp MHOTO.

— 310 370pOBO. Bpore Obl IpakoHbN KaMHU?

— Onu cample.

Hexortopoe Bpemss MyHbKka Monyasia, TOTOM CIPOCHIIA:

— A 9TO THI COOMpAEIILCS C HUIMU JIeJIaTh?

— Kak — 4to? — yauBwiIcs KpbICUHBIT KO posib. — [Ipogam 3HakoMomy Toprosity. Bocembe-
CSAT MPOIEHTOB BHIPYYEHHBIX 32 HUX JICHET MOWAET Ha MOKYIKY MMPOBU3MU U Pa3HBIX HEOOXOAMMBIX
Bemeil. OcrajbHble, €CTECTBEHHO, BBIIEMB U3 Ha TBOKO J0MI0, 3a0epy B KOPOJEBCKYIO COKPOBHIII-
HUILY.

— Bort npo 370 5 1 X0Tena NOroBOPUTb.

Jo Toro GexasInasi OT KPbICUHOTO KOpOJIsl cripaBa, MyHbKa crienaja Kpyr ¥ MpUCTPOUIIACh
Tenepb C JPyroil CTOPOHBI.

— Hy, Tak B yeMm *e /1e510? — CIIpOCHJI TOT.

— MHTepecHo, a cOCTaBUT JI MOsI I0JIS1 XOTSI Obl OIMH KaMellleK TOTHOCTBIO?

KpbIcunbIi KOPOJTb TPUKHUHYIT:

— Hagepnoe, naxe nsa.

MyHbKa paioCTHO NOAIPbITHYJIA YyTh JIX HE HA MOJIMETPA.

— A MOXHO. .. a2 MOXHO. .. TIOJy4UTb XOTsI Obl OIMH U3 HUX HE JeHbI'aMHU, a, TAK CKa3aTh, HATY-
poii?

KppicuHBIN KOPOJIb YXMBLIbHYJICS.

Hwu st koro He ObUTO ceKpeToM, uTo MyHbKa CTPACTHO JIOOWIIA JparoleHHsle KamHu. [1o
cIyXaM, KOMHaTa, KOTOpYIO OHa 3aHMMaJla BO IBOPIIE, IPEACTABIIsIa COOOI HACTOSIIYI0 MAJICHBKYIO
COKPOBHILIHUILY.

— Tel Xouewb JpakoHUI KaMeHb? — YTOYHWUJI OH.

MyHbKa CHOBa NOAIPHITHYJIA U PAJOCTHO 3aluIaa:

— Ma, na, y MeHs ele HeT JpakoHbero kaMHsl. Eciu Ob1 51 ero nonyuwmia. .. O!

OT n30bITKA YyBCTB OHA €]jBa HE HAJIeTeNIa Ha CTeHY OJNIMKalIIero oma.

KppicuHBbIi KOpOIIb TOKa4as1 rol0BOM:

— Xoporto, Tel ero nomyuuib. Ho He kaxercs Jin Tede, YTo, IpbIrasi, CJIOBHO HECMbIIIUICHBIN
KPBICEHOK, Thl T€pSIEILb JOCTOMHCTBO MOETO IPUIBOPHOIO?
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MyHbKa ceifuac e MPUCTPOMIIACh PSAJOM C HUM U, CTapasich OekaTh HETOPOILTMBO M BaKHO,
MpoMnuIIaia;

— 41 BuHOBaTa, OosbIe He Oymy. Ho xo3suH, s TeOe Tak OnarogapHa. . . — [lomoruas, oHa onpo-
cwia: — X0351MH, 2 MOKHO TOIJISIIETh HA JPAKOHBU KaMHHU MPSIMO ceryac?

— Her, — mokayas rojoBoil KpbICUHBIA KOpPOJib. — ThI ke 3Haellb, Halll HAPOJ, YTUT 3aKOH, HO
HE CTOMT MCKYIIaTh ero cBepx Mepsl. Tonbko Bo aBopiie. Tem Goree, 10 HErO OCTajJoCh HE TaK yxk
1 JTAJIEKO.

Jlo ABOpIa ¥ B caMOM JieJie OCTaBaJIOCh BCETO HECKOIBKO JIECSTKOB METPOB.

JIBopel1 MpeACTaBIIsiyl OrpOMHOE, TI0 MEepKaM IMOA3EMHOro ropozaa, coopyxenue. Ero mapan-
HBII BXOA OBbLT YKpalleH TOJCTBIMM KOJOHHAMHM M3 XpaMapuwia, OYeHb pEIKO BCTpevalolle-
rocss MuHepasa, OOJbllleé BCEro MOXOXKEro Ha TMOpHUCThIA anMas. OT ajMasa Xpamapuil OTIH-
yajcs TOMbKO HECKOJBbKO MEHbIeH TBepaocThio. Kpelma y aBopra Obuia KymojgooOpa3HoOi
Y MMeJIa IMWJTb, YKPAIIeHHBIN Ha KOHIIE KPOXOTHOM (hUrypKoit Kpbichl. OKHa BO ABOPIIE OBUIN BBICO-
KMMHU M TAaKUMH y3KHUMHM, 4TO Yepe3 HUX C TPYJOM MOT MPOJIe3Th Jake CaMblil XylIOWl ero ooura-
TeJb. Bripouem, cpeay mpuaBOPHBIX HE ObLIO MPHUHSATO JIA3UTh Yepe3 OKHA.

VBuUzIeB KPBICUHOTO KOPOJIS /IBA CTPAKHHKA, OTAABasi €My PUTYalIbHOE NPUBETCTBUE, BCTAIM
Ha 3a/IHUe JIarbl ¥ 3anuiiaiy. [IockosbKy mpaBasi epeHsis Jlana y KPpICHHOTO KOpoJis Oblia 3aHsTa
IIKATYJIKOW, OH OTJAJI UM YeCTb JIEBOM.

CTpaXHUKU BHOBb OITYCTHJTICh Ha Y€TBEPEHBKH 1 3aMEpJIH, CJIOBHO MPEBPATUBIIIUCH B CTATYH.

B nonHOM MoTUaHuM MOBENIUTENb KPbIC 1 MyHbKa MPOIILIA BO JBOPEL.

Koraga cTpakHMKM 3aKpbLIM 32 HAMH JIBE€Pb, KPBICHHBI KOPOJIb MPOCIENOBAT MPSIMHUKOM
B TpOHHBIN 3ai1. KoposneBa-mMaTh M HECKOJIBKO MPUABOPHBIX (ppeiiH Obi TaM. Poctom Kopo-
JeBa-MaTh ObLIa JIMINb CJIErKa MeHbIlle KpblcMHOro Kopouns. Ilepensuranach OHa, Tak Xe Kak
M ee ChlH, Ha 3aJHUX Jarnax W ObUla OyKBaJIBHO YBeIlaHa 30JI0THIMHU YKpameHusiMu. Ppeit-
JIMHBI ObLTM CaMbIMU OOBIKHOBEHHBIMH KPBICAMU, OT JIOJTOro Oe3/ieibs TMOPSIOYHO pPa3kKUpeB-
mmMu. Kak 3HaK 3aHUMaeMoro UMM NOCTa Iet0 Kak oM U3 HUX OOHMUMAJ y3eHbKHUIA 30JI0TOH OlIel-
HUK.

KoponeBa-Matb paloCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Bort u ThI, Mo toporoii ceiH! Yiauna ym Obla oxorta?

— 41 OBl He Ha3BaJI ee COBCEM YK HEYIAuHOM, — CKa3asl KPbICMHBIN KOPOJIb U MOKa3as ey IIKa-
TYJKY, — OHa MOJTHBIM-TIONIHA IPAKOHBMIMU KaMHSIMH.

— O! D10 JEWCTBUTENILHO HE TaK YK U IUIOXO, — YJIBIOHYIACh KOoposeBa-Marh. — [lo3mpas-
715110 TeOs1, MOU JIOPOTOM CBHIH, 1 BBIPAXAI0 PaIoCTh IO TOBOLY TBOETO BO3BPAILICHUS TOMOM.

Kak Toro u TpeGoBasl 3THKET, KPHICUHBIN KOPOJIb TIOUTHTEIBHO CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY M CMUPEHHO
CcKaza:

— $1 cyacTiiuB CiTykUTH HallleMy TOPOILy M TeOe Mama.

— 41 3Ha10. — VI3 rpyam KOposieBbI-MaTe€py BBIPBAJICS JIETKUIA B3[I0X.

KpbIcuHbIN KOPOJTH TOAHS FOJIOBY ¥ OpPOCHJT HA Hee BOIPOCUTENIBHBIN B3TJISL.

Kopornesa crierka ynbiOHYyIach 1 HEOpPEKHO MaxHYJIa JIAIKOM:

— Bce xoporiio, Bce oueHb xopotio. [IpocTo... MHe X0Tenoch Obl C TOOO TTOrOBOPHUTD.

— B m060i#i MOMeHT, — OecrieuHO OTBETHJT KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIb, — XOTh Ceiuac.

— IIpekpacHo, — ¢ 00e30pyKHBaIOIIEl MPOCTOTON CKa3asa KopojeBa-mMaTb. — Toraa Tak u cue-
naeM. — OHa MoBepHyJIach K CBOMM (ppeiyinHaM U npukaszaia: — OcraBbTe Hac.

Te nmocITyIHO B U3 3aJ1a.

— Tak B yeMm ke JeJ10? — CIPOCUJT KPBICUHBI KOPOJIb.

Bmecto oTBeTa KpbicMHasi KOpoJieBa cKasaja:

— Tebs, KcTaTH, 3TO TOXKE KACAETCH.

OmisiHyBIINCH, KPBICMHBIN KOPOJIb YBU/IEN 3a0UBIIYIOCS B YTol MyHBKY.
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— Ceiiuac, — BeceJo yAbIOHYBILHCh, CKA3aJI OH U, TTOIIAPUB B IIKATYJIKE, JOCTaJ U3 Hee KPYITHBIN
JPAKOHUI KaMeHb.

Kpernko 3a:xaB kameHb B 3y0ax, MyHbKa paIoCTHO MMMCKHYJIa U OIPOMETHIO OPOCHIIACh U3 3aJ1a.

— Hy BoT, — cka3ai KpeICHHBIN KOPOJIb. — Tenepb Mbl O1HU. Tak 4To e Tak BOJIHYET MO0 MaTh?

KoporneBa cHOBa B310XHYJIa U ¢ OECIIOKOMCTBOM B rOJIOCE CKa3aa:

— Jla, Koe-4To MHE He HPaBHTCS, U s XOUYy, YTOOBI Tl MOAYMaJ HAJl TEM, YTO ceiuac CKaxy,
CaMbIM CEpbEe3HBIM 0OPa30M.

KpbIcunbiii KOpostb rovecas KUBOT:

— Eciu g He ommbarock, T BCe 0 TOM Xke?

— Jla, s Bce O TOM ke, — PElIUTeIbHO CKa3aja KoposieBa. — MeHs1 OeCrioKouT cynp0a MOero
ChIHA, ¥ TIOKA ero OyayIee He OyleT YCTPOEHO, sl He YCIIOKOKCh.

— AX, Mama, Bce JOJKHO MITH CBOMM uepenoM. Ecim cuiibHO TOpOruTh COOBITHS, TO. 9TO 0051~
3aTeJIbHO 3aKOHYMTCS HE JIyUIIIM 00pa3oM.

— Ecnm He ToponuTh cOOBITHS, — Ha3UAATEIbHO MTPOMOJIBIJIA KOPOJIEBa-MaTh, — TO OHU, KaK
MPaBWJIO, HACTYTIAIOT CJMIIIKOM TTO3/IHO, TOT/ja, KOTAa B HUX YK€ HET HUKAKOH HYKIbI.

— Kyna Tbl KJIOHUIIB? — C TIOJO3PEHUEM CITPOCHIT KPBICUHBIN KOPOJIb.

Koposnesa ¢doipkHyna:

— Bynp 100p, cbiH MO, BbIpaskaiicsi 6osee u3siHo. He 3a0biBaii, 4TO THI HE KakKas-TO Tam
npocTasi Kpbica. YUTH, KOrja jJjisi MeHsl HaCTaHeT BpeMsl CIyCTUTHCS B IIAPCTBO TEHEW, Thl OCTa-
HEeIIbCsl €IMHCTBEHHBIM U Oe3pa3iebHbIM MTPABUTENIEM 3TOro ropoja. S xody, yToObl K STOMY Bpe-
MeHHM TBOSI CyIbOa ObliIa YCTpOEHa.

— DT10 BpeMs HACTYNHUT elle He CKOpO, — HAMOMHMJI KpPBICUHBI KOpoiab. — MHe
KaxeTcsi, Mbl OyZieM MTPaBUTh 3TUM T'OPOIOM BMECTE ellie JOJITUE U IONTHe Tofbl. .. OIHAKO Thl MEHS
3auHTpUroBasa. Kak s monumaio, Tbl OOHapyXuJa sl MeHs1 HOBYIO HEBEeCTy?

— Hy... — 3ams1ace KoposieBa-mars.

— Jla nagHO, — MaxHYJI JIalloN KPbICUHBIA KOpoJib. — ['0BopH Tak, kak ects. Hamna?

— A x0Tb OBl M Tak! — ckazasa koponeBa. — Ecii Mo#l ChIH He KenaeT UCcKaTh ce0e HEBECTY, TO
novyeMy Obl 3TO He ces1aTh 3a Hero MHe?

— IMoHATHO, — CYXO CKa3ajl KPbICHHBIN KOpoJib. — M KTO ke OHa, Ta, HA KOM sI, TIO TBOEMY
MHEHUIO, JOJIKEH KEHUTHCS?

— O! Omna mpenectHa, — OTBEeTWJIa KOpoJeBa. — ITO JI0Yb OECXBOCTOIO KPHICHHOTO
KOPOJIsi, TOPOJ] KOTOPOTO PactoioxkeH, €ClIM CYMTATh OT Havyasia BEJIMKOM IIeNH, B CEIbMOM OT Halllero
Mupe.

— OHaKO AaIeKOBAaTO, — 3a[yMYMBO CKa3aJl KPHICUHBINA KOPOJIb.

— Bor u npekpacHo. — KoposneBa HepBHO Ockajnia KJIbIKA. — BceM n3BecTHO, 4To Hanbosee
3I0POBOE ¥ YMHOE IMTOTOMCTBO TOJTy4YaeTcsl y TeX POIUTENei, KOTOPbIE KU B Pa3HBIX MHpaXx.

KpbIcunbiii KOposb OpOCHIT Ha Hee IPOHUIIATENIbHBIN B3I/ U P «3alTH C APYToro OoKa».

— Hy xopoo, — ckazai oH. — Bee 9T0 mpocTo 310pOBO, HO Thl, HA/ICIOCh, TIOHUMAEIIIb, YTO HaM
npuzeTcsl B3ATh ee B cBOH ropoa? Takum oOpa3om, MOSBUTCS TPeThs NMpaBuTenbHUIA. Ecm 1Boe
MpaBUTEJIed KPHICUHOTO TOpofia SIBJISIIOTCSI HOPMOH, TO TPOE — 3TO yKe HECKOJIBKO MHOTroBato. CMmo-
KEIllb JIA ThI JIEJIUTH C Hed BJIACTh? YUTH, MOCKOJIBKY S SIBJISTIOCH BOGHHBIM KOPOJIEM, a Thl KOPOJIEBOM
MHUPHOTO BPEMEHH, BJIACTh C HEW NPUIETCS IeTUTh UIMEHHO Teoe.

KoponeBa-Matp Ha ceKyH/ly 3aymManach, IOTOM PEIIMTEIbHO MaXHYyJa XBOCTOM:

— A xotb OBl U Tak. 51 yBepeHa, 4To OONBIIMX TPOOIEM y MeHsl ¢ Hell He Oymer. $1 3Hawo
STOT TOPOA Y KUBYIIMI B HEM Hapoj KaKk CBOM MATh MajblieB. [Ipexae yemM OHa CMOXKET y3HATh
€ro Tak, YTO CTAaHET MHE COTIEPHULIEH, POUIET MHOTO BPEMEHHU.

— Ho 310 Bpems Bce-takum HactynuT. — Koposib BHOBb TMoudecasl kKUBOT. — MOxeT
OBITh, €CITM OHA U B CAaMOM JieJie TaK KpachBa U YMHA, KaKOW JIOJDKHA ObITh MOsI M30paHHMIIA, ITO
BpeMsl HACTYIIUT CKOpee, YeM Thl PACCUUTHIBACIIID.
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OH XHTPO YIBIOHYIICS.

3ameTHB ero yislOKy, KOpojieBa HEpBHO 3amMaxajla XBOCTOM M HECKOJIbKO pa3 Mpodexkana 3a
U3 KOHIIA B KOHell. HakoHel1, OCTaHOBHMBIIHCH, OHA TOXE YJIBIOHYJIACh M TPOMOJIBIIA:

— Ecmu 51 He ommbaiock, OWH M3 MyHKTOB STHKETA IJIACUT, YTO K€Ha BOEHHOTO KOpOJS He
00s13aTeIbHO JOJKHA ObITH KOposieBor. OHa MOXeET ObITh TIPOCTO XEHOH, U He Ooriee.

Crenyromumii Xxo ObUT 32 KPBICUHBIM KoposieM. M oH ero cienal.

— Heyxenu Thl MOXeIIb PECTaBUTD, — C JIETKOM MPOHUEH CKa3aJl OH, — YTO 51 CMOT'Y JIMIIHUTh
CBOIO0 000KaeMyI0 XKeHY KOPOJIEBCKOIO CaHa.

OH crienyaIbHO BBIIEIHI CIIOBO «000KAEMYI0», U OT KOPOJIEBBI 3TO HE YKPBUIOCH.

— Kpome Toro, — 106aBr1 KPbICHHBIN KOPOJIb, — COBEPIIEHHO HEM3BECTHO, KaK Ha 3TO OTpearu-
pyeT 0ecXBOCTBIN KOPOJb. [lyMaio, HECKOJIBKO OTOPYUTCS, UTO €ro A0Yb CTAHET BCETO JIMIIb HAJIOXK-
HUIIEH, a HEe TIOJIHOLIEHHOW KOPOJIEBOM.

KoponeBa-MaTh HEPBHO XJIECTHYJIA XBOCTOM:

— A ec MBI eMy 00 9TOM He cKaxkeM?

— A Kak Torza Thl pecTaBsienib cebe MO0 CeMEHHYI0 )KU3Hb, €CJT OHAa HAuYHeTCs ¢ oOMaHa? —
CITPOCHJI KPBICUHBIN KOPOJIb.

B st0T pa3 koposeBa 3agymanack Hagonro. JKenas eiie NojjIuTh Macia B OrOHb, KPbICUHBIT
KOpOJTb TOOABUIT:

— Borock, B TakOM citydae pokIeHHsI IIAPCTBEHHOTO HACJEJHUKA MTPUAETCS JKAaTh OUYeHb JOJITO.

— Hy xopomo, — ¢ TskeJlbIM B3/I0XOM CKazaia KopoJjieBa-marth. — Jlail MHe Bpemsi TOIy-
MaThb. MHe KaxeTcs, s Bce e Haly BBIXOJl U3 9TOro nosioxkenust. Ho Tol fomkeH obemars MHe psiMo
ceivac, 4To, KOTria BCTPETHIIb KPBICKY, KOTOpast Te0e OHPABHUTCS, HETIPEMEHHO Ha HEe SKEHUIIIbCS.

«B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeM s pUCKYI0? — IOIyMaJl KPBICHHBIN KOPOJib. — B 111000i MOMEHT 51 MOTY
CKazarh, YTO HEBECTA MHE HE TIOHPABUJIACh, M Oy/1y CBOOOIEH OT STOTO OOCIIaHMS» .

— XopoIio, — MpoMoBUII OH. — I Tebe obelman, YTo Kak TOJIBKO BCTPEUy KPBICKY, KOTOpast
MHE ITOKaKETCSI JOCTOMHOM OBITh MOEH KEHOMU, TO HEMEIUIEHHO Ha HEN U JKEHIOCh.

— Bot 1 omyHO! — mpoMonBIIIa KoposieBa. — Thl IPOIHII HA MOe ceplie Oanb3aM.

— 51 pan, 4TO JOCTaBUJI CBOEH MaTyIIKe PagoCTh.

Kpbicunbiit Koposb ¢ obnerdyenueM B3IoxHy1. Kaxkercs, ouepejHOI HATHCK OH OTOWJI.

— Ho Bce ke s obemaio ere nogymarh HaJl 3TOM MpoOIeMoi, — IPOMOJIBUIIA KPbICHHAST KOPO-
JeBa.

— DT0 TBOE MPABO, — COBEPILIEHHO OE3MSITEKHO CKa3aJl KPbICUHBIN KOPOJb.

— MHe kaxercsi, BbIXOJ U3 TOTO MOJIOKEHHS IOMKEH ObITh, — TPOrOBOPHJIA KOPOJIeBa-MaTh. —
W s ero naiiny. He 3a0bIBaii, 4TO TBOSI MaTh M3BECTHA KaK OYE€Hb XUTpast KpbIca.

KpbIcuHBIN KOpOJh pa3Best JaraMy ¥ MOYTUTEIBHO CKIIOHU TOJIOBY:

— HuuyTh HE COMHEBAIOCh.

— W nymartpb s HauHy NpsIMO ceffuac, — cKasaja KopoJieBa-mMath. — JIJ1s Havaia OTIpaBiIioCch-Ka
s TIOCOBETOBATHCSI CO CTAPBIM CEJIbIM KPHICOM, KOTOPBI KMBET HA CAMOM Oepery o3epa.

CkazaB 3T0, OHa HaIlpaBWIACh K JIBEPH, 32 KOTOPOH €€ KAaTu (PpErIUHBL.

KpbIicunbiii KOposib BHOBb mouecai Opioxo. Bua y Hero 0buT HeCKoIbKO 03a1aueHHbIi. Cenoit
KpbIC OBUT TaK CTap, YTO HUKOIZIA HE BBIXOJWI U3 CBOETO JOMHKA, HO, HECMOTPsI Ha 3TO, ObLI U3Be-
CTEeH KaK caMbIil OOJIBIIION My/pel MOA3EMHOI0 ropoia. A KOpoJieBa, U B CaMOM Jielie, Oblla M3BECTHA
Kak OueHb XWUTpas Kpwica. Hemapom eil yganoch Tak JIONrO OCTAaBaThCs KOPOJEBOW MUPHOTO Bpe-
MeHU. BaBoem 3Tu 1Ba BEIMKMX XUTpeIa BIOJIHE MOIJIM HAWTH BBIXOJ M U3 OE3BBIXOTHOTO TOJIOKE-
HUSL.

«A He meperHys Ju 5 NajKy? — CIpocui caM ceOs1 KphICUHBIA Kopoib. — He oOepHeTcs jin B
CKOPOM BpeMeHHU MOs1 o0e/1a COKPYIIUTEIbHBIM MOPaKEHUEM ?»

OH nporien Mo TPOHHOMY 3ajly, paccessHHO OOXO[sl CBAJIEHHBIE B €ro YIJax Ipydbl Aparo-
IIeHHBIX TpodeeB. YacTh UX HUX ObUIA JOOBITA UM CaMUM, HO OOJIBIIMHCTBO JICKATA B TPOHHOM
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3aJie y’Ke MHOTHE COTHH JIeT. 37eCh ObUIM BCEBO3MOXKHBIE 30JI0ThIE KYBILIHHBI, [IEPO M3 XBOCTA MTHUIIbI
Pyx, Meun ¢ KJIMHKaMM U3 JparolieHHOro MypkyMa, Ilapa BCTABHBIX YEJIOCTEN ¢ JUIMHHBIMU OCT-
PbIMH KJIBIKAMH, MEJHbII CBETUJIbHUK HENOHSATHOIO NPEAHAa3HAuYeHM s, TOCKOJIbKY, CKOJIBKO €r0 HU
3arpaBJIsl/IM MacjIoM, FOpPeTh OH He XoTesl. MosBa ropopuiia, 4to, KOrja ero 3ajijid MacjoM B Iep-
BBIH pa3, U3 Hero Oy/ITO Obl MOCIIBIINAIICS YeH-TO BO3MYIIIEHHBIN BOILIb, KOTOPBIN OBICTPO 3aTHX.. Ellie
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl M3 JIAMITbl CIIBIIAIOCh OyJbKaHbe, a TIOTOM OHa 3aMoOJWjIa HaBeku. B momomno-
CTH, YCJIBIIIAB 3TY JIETEHAY, KPHICUHBII KOPOJIb JINYHO 3JIMJ1 B JIaMITy MacJlo, HO HUKaKMX 3BYKOB TaK
1 He nocienoBaio. [1o mpasie ropops, 1a Jlamiia Oblia camMoi OecIoNe3HON BEIIblo U3 BCEro, YTo
JIeXkano B TPOHHOM 3ajie. He BBHIKMHY/IM ee JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO OTIeJKa y Hee OblIa MPOCTO BEH-
kosienHasA. OnATh ke OfiHA U3 JIereH/l IIacuJla, YTO B CBOE BpEMs JIaMIla ;KyTKO IOHpaBHJIach Ipa-
Aenylike KpplcuHOro Koposns. C Tex mop OHa M XpaHWach B TPOHHOM 3aJie Kak MaMsTh O Ipaje-
AyIIKEe, BEJIMKOM XYJIUKE U XUTPELe, MOKPhIBLIEM UX POJL TAKOM CJIaBOM, YTO O HEM 3arOBOPHIIN AaKe
B BECbMA OTJJAJIEHHbIX MUpaX BEJIMKOU LIETIH.

3ayMUMBO pasyisablBas MEAHYIO JIAMITY, KPbICUHBIN KOPOJIb IOJYMaJl O TOM, YTO OH, BIIOJIHE
BO3MOXXHO, IEPEXUTPHIT caM ceOsl.

«Hy u myctb, — Bapyr pemmn oH. — IlycTh MHe OyneT xyxe. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, JOJIKEH ke
KOrjga-HUOyb 3aBECTU CeMbl0? A Tam, IJIS/AUIIb, M B CAMOM Jiesie HeIaIeKo 10 HACIIEIHUKA, MOKET
OBITh, TAKE OBYX».

OH noTporai JIarioll MeJIHYIO JIaMITy ¥ COIPOTHYJICS, BAPYT OCO3HAB, UTO KEeHUTHOA OyJIeT KOH-
LIOM €ro cBOOOIEHI.

«M co BcemMu 3TMMHM TOXO#AMM 3a JOOBIYEN TMPUAETCS TOKOHYUTh, — IMOAyMal OH. —
[Nokoii, cemeiiHas XW3Hb, HACYIIHBIE Jena... Her, atoro He nomkHO ObiTh. Emie pano. S eme nHe
roToB. S1 ellie He Halllesl TOro, YTO MHE TaK HYKHO: OTBETa Ha HEKOTOPbIE OYE€Hb MPOCTHIE BOIIPOCHI.
Hanpumep: 3auem 51 Ha TOM cBeTe KUBY 7»

Psaniom ¢ HUM nocnelmancs pajoCTHbIN MUCK.

OrnsaHyBIIKCH, KPBICUHBINA KOpoJb yBUIET MyHbKY. Ta yxe BepHynach 1 Terepb, BCTaB Ha 3a/l-
HUE JIallbl ¥ BBITSHYBIIUCH B CTPYHKY, K/1ajla IPUKA30B XO35MHA.

KppicuHbIi KOpONb YyCMEXHYJICS:

— Bort Tak-T1o, MyHbKa, €cTh OOJIbIIIME MIAHCHI, YTO CKOPO HAIIMM COBMECTHBIM TIOXOJaM IpH-
Jer. ..

JIOroBOpUTH OH HE YCIIE.

B TpoHHBIN 3271 OIPOMETHIO BJIETENIA KaKas-TO KPbICa.

— Kpeicunsliii koponb! KpelcuHBIN KOPOJTB, TaM, Y BXOJA B TOPOA. .. OH TaM... U IEUCTBUTEIBHO
B JIUBpeEe.

KppicuHBIN KOpPOIIb YIMBIEHHO CIIPOCHIL:

— Kro y Bxona B ropon? Ilpu uem Tyt nmBpes?

OH y:xe y3HaJI B 3TOM KpbICE OIHOTO U3 CTPAKHUKOB, T€X, YTO OXPAHSLIM BOPOTA.

— CTO11 CHIOKOMHO 1 paccKa3biBail 1o NOpsiIKy. KTo cTouT y BOpoT, 4TO €My HyKHO U IIpY YeM
TYT Kakasi-To JuBpes?

Crenas yyIOBUIIIHOE YCHIIME, KPbICA-CTPAXKHUK CyMesa HECKOJIBKO YCIIOKOUTBCSA U CTasla pac-
CKa3bIBaTh:

— OH mopomen K BXOAY B ropof U MOTpeOOBajl, YTOOB K HEMY BHIIIET KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIb.
Jeckarb, y Hero Kk Tede Kakoe-To Jiesio. OueHb BaKHOE.

— Kro on-10?

— INoaxanum AHrpo-mMaiHbIo!

— Yt0? Tel HUUero He neperyTtan? — KpplCUHBINA KOPOJIb IaBHO YK€ TaK HE YAUBIISLICS.

— WMimenHo oH. Buzen s monxaavMoB AHIpO-MaiHbIO M 3HAIO, Kak OHU BeIIAAAT. Cyas no
30JI0TOMY IIATHIO HA JIMBPEE, OH JIOBOJILHO BbICOKOro paHra. U eme — ¢ Hum Ba 13Ba. Tonbko KO
BXOJy B FOpOJ1 OH IOJIOLIEN OJIMH, & I9Bbl OCTAJIMCh CTOATh OT HEro I1arax B JECATH.
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— I'ne? — KpblcuHblil KOpOJIb BCE €I1e He MOT' JJO KOHLIA OCMBICJIUTh 3Ty HOBOCTb.

— Ilepen creHol, 32 KOTOPOI MOCT ¢ clOprpu3oM. Takoe BIieyaTieHue, CIOBHO Obl OHU IIUTH
IO CJieflaM TBOEro OTpsja.

— Cron! — KpbIcuHBII KOPOJIb B3MaxHYI JlanaMu. — VTak, J9Bbl OCTAaHOBUIJIUCH HE JOXOAS O
CTEHBI, a 3TOT MoaXaauM nogpomes. Tak?

— CosepiieHHO ToyHO. OH NOZIOIIEN U CKa3aJsl, YTO XOUeT BUJETh KPHICUHOTO KOPOJIsl, IPUYEM
neno oueHb BaxkHoe. Ckazai, uro Oyaer xkaarh Teds Tam, Bo3ne BopoT. Hy, KpruBo3y0, KoTophlil kKak
pa3 oTBeuaeT 3a 3T BOPOTa, MHE M TOBOPHT: «JlaBail Oern K KpblICHHOMY KopoJio. [lesno, moxoxe,
o4eHb BaxkHoe. [laBaii nyit». Bot u s mobexar.

— IToHATHO, — KUBHYJI KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIb. — 3HAYUT, OH MEHS KIeT?

— TouHo, XJeT.

[IpenBoauTens KpbIC MOXKaJ IIEYaMU:

— Hy, Huyero He ocraercst Kak CXOAUTh C HUM ITOTOBOPUTb.

— TosbKO 310, — MPOMOJIBUJI CTPaKHUK. — OH TOBOPUT, UTO, IECKATB, JIEJIO BAKHOE. . . B CMBICIE,
YTOOBI THI MOTOPOTHJICS.

— Tlopoxaer, — KpMBO YXMBUIbHYJICS KPBICUHBIN KOpOJib. — EciM 1 B camoM Jienie BakHOe —
TIOZIOKJIET.

— 41 ¢ Toboi1! — nuckHyna MyHbKa.

— JlamHO, — cKa3as KpbICUHBIM KOpoib. — ToNbKO cHavasma 3aberd, Jonoxu 000 BCeM KOpo-
neBe-matepu. OHa OTIIPaBUIIACh K CTApOMY KPBICY, TOMY, KOTOPBIH jKMBET Ha Oepery o3epa. Jlomo-
KHIIb U CO BCEX HOT A0roHsi MeHs. [lonsna?

— Bery! — nucknyna MyHbKa 1 OITpOMETHIO OpOCHIIACH ITPOYb U3 TPOHHOTO 3aJIa.

KpbIcuHBIN KOPOJb 331yMUYHBO PACIIPABUII CBOM JJIMHHBIE OeJIble YChI M BCIIEN 32 CTPAKHUKOM
HETOPOILJIMBO BBIILIEN HA YJIMILY.

MyHbKa JorHajia MX, KOrjia OHM ObUTH YK€ Ha MOoigopore K Bxoay B ropos. IIpuctpouBimch
PAIOM C KPBICUHBIM KOpOJIEM, OHA MTPONUILAIA!

— 4 BoOT uTO AyMasa, moka Bac JOroHsa... OTKyga 3ToT AHIpO-MaiHbIO Y3HAJ O HAILIEM IOJ-
3eMHOM ropoae? MoxeT ObITh, CTOUT OOBSIBUTH TpeBOrY? Bapyr 3To Havyano odepesHON BOMHBI C
JObMU?

— ComHeBaloCh, — MOKAaYasl TOJIOBOM KPBICHHBIM KOPOJib. — BOWHBI C JII0ABMU HAYMHAIOTCS
He Tak. A HacueT AHrpo-maiHbo... [Touemy Obl eMy He 3HaTh O HaieM ropoae? Bee-Taku BenuKuii
BOJIIEOHUK. — OH YCMEXHYJICSl U XUTPO MPHUILYpUiIcs: — Ml 9TO-TO STOMY BEIMKOMY BOJIIEOHUKY
OT MeHs Hajo. JlepKy mapu, 4To-To o4eHb HeoObyHOe. Kak Obl TO HU OBUIO, HO Y MEHS MpeauyB-
CTBUE, UTO C KEHUTHOOU B Oyvkaiinee BpeMs IPUAeTCs MOBPEMEHNUTh. Tak JIM 3TO MI0X0?

% sk ok

AHTPO-MaifHBI0 COOMpPAJICS 3aBTPAKATh.

[Nonxanum TpeTbero paspsiaa MpUHEC Ha 30JI0TOM MOJAHOCE CTaKaH CJIAIKOTO Yast U TPU HeOOIIb-
IMX CyXapuKa, HAaMa3aHHBIX TOHKUM CJIOEM CBeXKaiilero macia. Mopaa y Hero Obuia COBEpIIEHHO
HENIpOHULIaEMasd, HO AHFpO-M&fIHbIO HE 6BIH 6I)I MOBEJIUTEJIEM ABaIATH IMATU MUPOB, €CIIN 6I)I HE
MOT TI0 TOMY, KaK IMOAXaJIMM 4YyTh pe3ue, YeM ObLIIO HYXKHO, OIYCTHJI TIOJHOC Ha HU3EHbKUH, CTOSIB-
MM HATIPOTHB OAJIKOHA CTOJIMK, yrajaTh, O YeM OH AyMaer.

— Cam nypak, — mpodopmoTasl AHrpo-maiubio. — Tel HEOOCH TyMaelb, 4TO Ha MOEM MecCTe
oOxkupaicst Obl BCIKMMHU BKYCHBIMU BEIlIAMU C yTpa JI0 Beuepa?

HO,ZLXEUII/IM CJIErKa MOMCBCIWIT ylUIaMH, IMTOTOM B3MaxHYJ NJIWHHBIM IYHIUCTBIM XBOCTOM U
CKJIOHWJICS] B HUKAHIIIEM TTOKJIOHE, UCTIOJTHEHHOM TI0 BCEM IPaBUJIaM JBOPIIOBOTO STUKETA.

— IToHATHO, — MOUTH Beceso cKazan AHIPO-MaiHbI0. — 3HAYUT, ThI TAK HE yMaul?

[TonxayiM MOKJIOHWIICA €1l pas.
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— Bpewb, — 1o0BONIBHO cKa3as AHrpo-maiiHblo. — Kak ectb — Bpels. Kperun, Thl He oHuMa-
elllb, YTO He Mpocuen Obl Ha MoeM MecTe 1 Mecsta. Kyna —mecsa! Tel He mpoaepkarcst Obl ¥ OTHOTO
nHs. BoH, mocMoTpr Ha Tex OapaHoB 32 OKHOM. OHHM, KCTaTH, TOXE AyMaloT, YTo OyAyT Ha MOEM
MecTe ¢ yTpa A0 HOYM HaOMBaTh KeNMydoK. 1 MosToMy UM HUKOTrJa TAKMMHU, KaK $1, HE CTaTb.

OH MaxHYJI pyKO#i B CTOpOHY OKHa. [Toixamum npuBcTal Ha KOHYMKAX 38 JHUX JIall ¥ ©300pa3u
Ha OCTPEHBKOW MOPIOYKE BeJMYAKIIee JIIOOOBITCTBO.

AHrpo-MaifHbIO B3sU1 CyXapHK U, MOXPYCThIBasi MM, HampaBuics K OaakoHy. Beliias Ha Hero,
OH 33J[yMUYHMBO OIEPCs Ha TEpUJa U CTaJl CMOTPETh, KaK TPU OYEPEIHBIX NMPETeHAEHTA MPeAr puHU-
MAIOT OTYasSTHHbIE YCHJIHS IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI IPOOUTH MarmyecKylo 3alluTy BOKpPYT ero apopua. Ctass
ee, AHTPO-MalHbIO CHEIHAIbHO ClIesal TaK, YTOOBl CO CTOPOHBI OATKOHA OHA MPOXOIMJIa He Jajiee
T METPOB OT HETO.

Kak oH m paccunThiBaJI, OYepeqHble MPETEHAEHThl Ha €ro MECTO MOCYMTAIN, YTO TaM, I/e
3alyTa MOIXOINT K JBOPITY Hanbosee OJIM3K0, — caMoe c1adoe MecTo. A pa3 Tak, CTaJlo ObITh, IMEHHO
31€Ch U HY’KHO OyIeT MOMBITAThCS €€ Pa3pyIIuTh. V1 OHU MBITAIHC.

AHrpo-MaifHpI0 OTKYCHJT OT CyXapHKa elle OJ1H KPOXOTHBIN KYCOUYEK U CTaJl He CIiella, OYeHb
TIIATEJILHO ero nepeskeBbiBaTh. OH YABIOHYJICS Y TIOAMHUIHYJI OAHOMY U3 TPeX HaXOAMBIIUXCS 1O Ty
CTOPOHY 3alUTHI MPETEHAEHTOB. TOT MOrPO3MIT KyJIaKOM.

AHrpo-MaifHpl0 HACMENUTUBO (PHIPKHYJT ¥, BEPHYBIIKCH B KOMHATY, B3sLJT CO CTOJIMKA CTaKaH C
yaeMm. CresnaB HeOOIBIION ITIOTOK, OH OTKYCHJI HOBBIHM KyCOK CyXapHKa 1 BEepHYJICS Ha OAJIKOH.

[Ipetennentsl crapanuch BoBclo. OIUH Mapwyl HANMPOTUB OajKoHA M 0e3 YCTaau IIBBIPSLT
B 3alIUTY OAHY 3a IPyroil TOBOJIbHO BHYIIUTEILHO BHITJISIEBIINE MOIHUU. [[BO€ IPYTrUX, MOHOTOHHO
HareBasi Kakre-To 3aKJIMHAHUs, C pa30ery Opocaivch Ha HEBUIMMYIO CTEHY 3alUThl U, KOHEYHO Ke,
OTJIETAJIN OT Hee TakK, CJIOBHO OHA OblIa pe3UHOBOM.

AHrpo-MaifHBIO IOTYMaJI, 4TO TAKAUM 00pa30M OHU €TO0 3aIIUTY Bce ke MpoObloT. Moxer, uepes
TMOJITOIa, MOKET, HEMHOTO TTO3Ke.

VY Hero gaxe NosSIBUIIOCH UCKYIIIEHHE JaTh UM 3TH noirozaa. Hy, He mosrona, Tak MecseB MsTh.

«Bynp BenuKomyIieH, — cka3ajql OH ceOe. — VIBMUIIHSASA KECTOKOCTh, KaK IMPaBWIIO, TPH-
BOJUT K TOMY, UTO KOJHMYECTBO IMPETEH/IEHTOB HECKOJbKO yBenuumBaercsi. K Tem, KTo mpeTeH-
AyeT Ha MO€ MECTO M3 YMCTO KOPBICTHBIX MOOYKACHUM, TPUCOSTUHSIOTCS BCAKUE TaM UICUTUCTHI
Y TPOBO3IJIAIIAIOT YTO-HUOYAb Bpome: ,,Jlomoil KpoBaBoro TvpaHa!" A CTOMT HPUILIUThH C JECATOK
U/ICUTUCTOB, KaK OHM Cpa3y ke CTAHOBATCS MyYEHUKAMH 3a UJIel0. B pe3ysbTaTe MOsIBIASIOTCS elle
JIBaalaTh uaeaanucToB. U Tak ganee. .. JJo O6CKOHEUHOCTH.

OH noBepHYJICS K MOAXATUMY U CKa3al:

— Kcratn, 51 Buepa nocklian OQHOTO U3 Bac K KPbICHHOMY Kopouio. KakoBbl pe3yabrars?

[Nonxanum OTBeCHT HU3KUIA TTOKJIOH M MIEJKHYI NajblaMu. [IBepb B ciajibHI0O AHIPO-MaiHbIO
pacrnaxHynach, 1 B Hee, MOUTUTEIbHO CTyIas Ha caMble KOHYMKH Jiarl, BOIIE] TOIXaJIUM BTOPOTO
paspsiza. He noiinst 1o AHrpo-MaiiHbIo TIapy 11aroB, OH MOYTUTEIHHO CKJIOHWIICS U IOJIOKILT:

— O BeJIMKUI BJIabIKA ABA/ALATH MSITU MUPOB, sI COOOIIMII KPHICHHOMY KOPOJIIO, UTO ThI JKeJla-
emb ero BujeTh. OH MprOyAeT K IBEHAALATH Yacam THS.

— Kak oH BocnpuHsuI MOe Tpuraiienue?

[Nonxanum BTOporo paspsiia KaruisiHyJT:

— OH ObUT HECKOJTBKO YIUBJIEH, HO COTJIaCHIICS O6e3 KOJIeOaHMA.

AHrpo-MaitHbI0 TOBOJILHO YABIOHYJICA. [T0X0%Ke, 3TOT KPBICUHBINA KOPOJIb U B CAMOM [ieJie TIOJI-
XOUT JUIsl TOTO, YTO OH 3aayMajl. Brpouem, ommocst oH UM HeT, OyIeT sICHO TOJBKO Yepe3 HEKOTO-
poe Bpemsi. Kak Besikuii yMHBIH YesloBeK, AHIPO-MaiHbIO B JTIOOOM fiesie ObUT TOTOB HAIlOPOTHCS Ha
HETIPUSTHBIE HEOKUIAHHOCTH.

Benmukuil BOMIIEOHUK B3IVISHYJ Ha CTOSIBIIME B YINIy €ro KaOWHeTa OOJbIIME CTapHUHHBIC
HAIlOJTbHbIE YaChI.
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— Ara, ocrasioch /iBa yaca, — mpooopmoTai oH. — Hy 4to %k, mocMOTpuM, yaacTcs 11 MHe oOMa-
HYTb KpbIcy. [ 0BOpAT, 3TO O4eHb TpyaHo. Ho monmpo6oBarsk CTOMT.

OH BCMOMHWJI, KaK CTOJIKHYJICS C KPBICHHBIM KOpPOJIEM B TEPBBIM pa3, KOIAa MpecieioBa
crepxa.

MokHO cKa3arh, TOrjia Bce 3aKOHYIIIOCh HuUbel. Kak Bce nmomyuurtcs ceiiyac?

— JlagHo, cTynaiite, — cKa3aj MojaxaauMaM MOBEJUTeNb ABAALATH MATH MUPOB. — W npumunte
KO MHE KOPOJIEBCKOT'O Apyra. Xo4y ¢ HUM IOTOBOPUTb.

Knansisicb uepe3 Kax/ple HECKOJIBKO IAroB, MOAXAIMMBI YIAIWINCh. AHIPO-MaiHBIO CHOBA
BBIIIIEN Ha OAIKOH U CTajl HAOMIoIaTh 32 MpeTeHJeHTaMu. Te B IoTe JINIA TPYIHIIHCh.

— Kperunst! — kpukHyn uM AHrpo-maiiHeio. — [TorpoOyiiTe ydlie 3aKIMHAHUE 30JI0TOrO pac-
TBOpEHUs1. MOXeT ObITh, YTO-TO U MOTYUUTCH.

[IpetenenTs Opocany Ha HErO 3700HbIE B3IJISIIB, HO TPUMEHUTD 3aKJIMHAHKE 30JI0TOTO pac-
TBOPEHUSI HE TMBITATUCh. AHIPO-MAHBIO CAENAN BBIBOJI, YTO OHM €r0 He 3HAIOT, U TSKEJIO B3/I0XHYIL.

Her, panbiiie peteHaeHTs! ObUIM TOpa3ao 0osee yMesbIMu.

«BpIpokmaoTcst oHM, uTO U7 — MogyManl AHTpoO-MaiHblo. — MOXeT, co3aTh TaltHOe 001Ie-
CTBO IPETEH/ICHTOB HA MOM BJIAJICHUS, ISl TOTO YTOOBI UX CJIETKA HATACKUBATh ?»

OTa MBICIb €My MoHpaBwiIack. KoHeuHo, mpeTeHIeHTsl He Oy/yT 3HaTh O TOM, YTO 3TO OOIIe-
CTBO CO3/1aCT UMEHHO OH. J1JIs1 9TOM 1111 MPUAETCS HAHATh MOMOIITHUKOB, ITyCTUTD CITyX, OYATO OJMH
U3 TIOIXAIMMOB HAOJMIOAET 32 €r0 YIPKHEHUSAMH B Maruy U COIJIACEH TMOJICNTUTHCS 3a OYeHb 00JTb-
IIMe JeHbIH JOOBITHIMU CBEICHUSIMH.

[Mapy MuHYT OH OOAyMBIBAJ 3Ty MICIO M PElIW, YTO OHa xopoia. [lo KpaiiHell Mepe, oHa
CyJIMJIa HEKOTOPOE pa3BlieYeHue, a TaKKe TO, YTO HOBBIE MPETEHAEHTHI OylyT Oojiee yMeIbIMH, YeM
9tu. C HUMU MIPUAETCS TIOBO3UTHCS, 1 9TO IIOMOXKET Pa3BesITh CKYKY.

«Kcraru, — mogyman Anrpo-maitabio. — Hago Oyner mpocnenuts, 4ToObl BCe TOCTYIAIOIIHE
B T0JTb3Y 3TOr0 (aIIIMBOIO MOAXATMMA JSHbIM IITM MPSIMUKOM B MOIO Ka3Hy. Takum oOpazom, B
MOIIIHYIO ICHEXHYIO PeKy, KOTOpasi TEUET B Hee €KeTHEBHO, BOJILETCS eI1le OIUH TOHEHBKHUI pydeeK».

OH mouecan B 3arbuike. [lmaH co3gaHusi TalHOrO OOINECTBA MPETEHJEHTOB Ha €ro MpecTod
HpPaBWJICS eMy Bce OOJIbIIe U OOJbIIIe.

«W eme, — mogyman oH. — PaHO WM NO3[JHO, HO JIOJIKEH TMOSIBUTHCS JEUCTBUTENBHO Cepbe3-
HBII TpeTeH/IeHT. BrionHe BO3MOXHO, OOIIIECTBO MOMOXKET €ro BOBPEMsI BBISIBUTh U 00€3BPEIUTh> .

OH KMBHYJI IPETEHJIEHTaM 1 BEPHYJICS B CIAJIbHIO. B 3TOT MOMEHT B Hee BOIIe KOPOJIEBCKUA
apyr. B cTporom cooTBETCTBUM C 3TMKETOM OH sIBUJICS B MsTOW (byTOOJKE M ApaHbIX JKUHCaX. B
Jlanie OH CKHMMAJT OTKPHITYI0 OaHKy rnuBa. Bropas Obu1a y Hero o Mbeikoi. CorsacHO Bce TOMY ke
STUKETY, OH TUTIOXHYJICSI B KPECJI0, 3aKMHY JIaly Ha Jiary ¥ OypKHYII:

— Ilpuser, kopel, n1Ba xouelnb?

AHrpo-MaiiHbIo orJisizieN ero He 6e3 ynoBosbcTBHs. OH 3HA, YTO HU OIMH M3 3HAKOMBIX eMy
BJIa/IENIbIIEB MUPOB JI0 TAKOTO He aoaymaics. Hu Axymypanza, au Cnutbiopu. TOMBKO OH.

— Oruero xe? — ckazan AHrpo-MalHbIO, YCAKUBAsICh B IPYroe KPEC/IO U MPOTITUBasi pyKy. —
Hapaii!

Jlpyr TpeThero paspsizia JIOBKO IIBBIPHYJ eMy OaHKy, ¥ TOBEIUTE b ABAIIATH MATH MUPOB ee
TaK k€ JIOBKO IOMMal.

B cooTBeTCTBUM € 3THKETOM KOPOJIEBCKUIA JIPYT TPETHETO pa3psia ceilvac JA0KeH ObUT TIOMH-
TepecoBaThCs, KaK Y HEro 0OCTOSAT Jea.

— Hy uro, xopein, kak TBOM JIETHUIIKA?

— Tak cebe. — AHTpoO-MaiiHbIO 3eBHYJI. — Buepa ycrpauBai ronku apakoHoB. [To6ennn Ctpaiik.

— DT0 3/10pOBO, — CKa3aJl KOPOJIEBCKUI JAPYT, KOTOPBIN HAa 3TUX TOHKaX ObUI, BIPOYEM, Kak
MHOTHY€ MPUABOPHBIE. — MOXKET, IPOLIBBIPHEMCSI 110 YyBHXaM?

31ech B COOTBETCTBUM C STHKETOM AHIPO-MaiHBIO JOJUKEH ObLT OTKa3aThCs U COCIAThCS
Ha 3aHgTocTh. OH Tak W chenaj, MpaBaa, MOAyMaB, YTO Korjaa-HuOymb cornacurcsi. Ho Tosbko
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MOTOM, AHEN yepes NATh. OH yike 3apaHee BECEIUJICs, PE/ICTaBIIsAs 3aMeLIaTeIbCTBO, KOTOPOE OBJIa-
JeeT KOPOJIEBCKUM ApyroM. Takoi OTBET STUKETOM ObLI He MPeayCMOTPEH.

— YT0-TO THI 3apaboTascs, — U3peK APYT U MOJOKHUII JIaTlbl HA CTOJIMK, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSLT ITOHOC
C 3aBTpakoM AHIpo-MaiHbI0. — Tak HeJoJITo U MOXOM oOpacTu. [laBaii MaxHeM Ha TUCKOTEKY?

«3HaJ OBl ThI, YTO TAKOE TUCKOTEKA, — YXMBUIbHYJICS PO cedst AHTPO-MaiHBIO».

Bripouem, BCilyx OH cKaszad:

— Jla HeT, 9YTO-TO He XOUeTCs.

ToMmy, KTO ycTaHaBIMBAJI MTPaBUJIA STUKETA, IPUXOIUIOCH TIOKa3bIBATh TPUMEDP B UX COOMozIe-
Huu. [lo nopsl 10 BpeMeHu. KOHKPETHO — 10 TOro MOMEHTA, KOrla BCE K HUM ITPUBBIKHYT. A TIOTOM
9TU MpaBUIa MOKHO HApPYIIATh CKOJIBKO JyIIe YTOTHO. XOTsI Obl AJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI TPOAEMOHCTPUPO-
BaThb COOCTBEHHYIO MCKJTIOUMTEILHOCTb.

— Jla v 3TH... — AHTPO-MaliHBIO TIOKOCWJICSA Ha OKHO. — WX Toxe 0e3 mpucMoTpa OCTaBJISITh
Hesb3s. KTo 3HaeT, 4To OHM MOTYT BHIKMHYTH ? M1 TOTOM, CMOTaThCs M3 IBOPIIA KOTIa KTO-TO MBITAETCS
€ro 3aXBaTUTh, ObLJIO ObI HEBEKIJIMBO. — OH JJOBOJILHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

KoponeBckuii Apyr 3aayMUuBO Movecas 3arvieTeHHYIO B JUTMHHBIE KOCHUKU OOPOLY, OCKAJHT
OCTPEHBbKHE KJIBIKU ¥ JIEHHBO TPOLEINIT:

— Kpertunsl. [Touemy Tbl ¢ HUMU HE TOKOHYMIIIb TIPSMO cenvac?

— 3auem? — yauBWICS AHrpo-maiHbi0. — Kax/Iplil JOJIKEeH UMETh CBOH IIAHC, U OHU B TOM
yucIe.

— He nonnmaro, — noxat riedamu Apyr. — O KakoM IIaHCE MOXKET ObITh peub, €CITH Thl 3aIIPOCTO
MOJKEIb ITOOUTH UX OJHOM JIEBOU?

AHrpO-MaifHbI0 TOHKO YJIBIOHYJICS ¥ JOOABHIT:

— ...WJIM WUTIO3MIO 1aHca. A?

KoponeBckuii Apyr XJI0mHy/ cedst IO KOJEHSIM U 3aX0XO0TaJI:

— 310 THI 3110poBO. Het, kakoB npukosn?

— Touyno — npuKo, — COrnacuscs ¢ HUM AHTPO-MalHBIO.

Emy 1 B camom Jiesie 010 XOpoIo u Becesio. Ero niest Hacuet KOposieBCKOro Apyra yaanach
Ha BCE CTO MPOIEHTOB.

«UyTb-4yTh JOOABUTH CKBEPHBIX MaHEp, — pelIniI OH Mpo ceds1. — Y Oyner B cambiil pa3. Hano
He 3a0bITh CKa3aTh 00 9TOM IJIABHOMY MOAXAJIMIMY».

— XoyenIb TOCMOTPETh, KaK s UX clesain? — CIIPOCUJI OH Y JIpyra.

— A 4é? [laBaii! — MMUPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS TOT.

— Ceifuac OHM y MeHsI y3HAIOT, — a3apTHO MPOTOBOPWII AHI'PO-MalHBIO U B COMPOBOKIECHUN
Jpyra BhIIIeT Ha OATKOH.

VBuzeB ero, MpeTeHIeHThl, €CTECTBEHHO, C YABOSHHOW SHEPrueil CTAIM YUTATh CBOU JKAJIKUE
3aKJIMHAHUS.

OO610KOTUBIIKCH Ha OATKOH, AHTPO-MaiHbI0 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi HaOmoaasl 3a X Tpyaamu. Bua
y Hero ObLJT CJIOBHO Y KOIIKH, KOTOpasi CJIeJUT 3a OeCreYHOW MBIIbI0. KOponeBCcKuil Ipyr cTosi
pagoM u conen B yxo. Cories1 OH IpoCTO UI€aIbHO, CONIACHO BCEM MPEIITUCAHUSIM.

Hakoner, yiyuuB HyKHBII MOMEHT, AHI'PO-MaiHBIO BBHITSIHYJ PYKH BIiepe]] ¥ ObICTPO MTPOU3HEC
OYeHb KOPOTKOE 3aKjiMHaHue. Pacuer ero ObUT TOUEH.

HeBuaumasi cteHa 3alMTHOTO 9KpaHa Pe3KO MPOrHYy/Nach K OAJIKOHY Ha mapy MeTpoB. [Boe
MIPETEH/IEHTOB, KOTOPbIE MBITATUCH MPOTAPAHUTH €€ C 3eMJI, TI0 UHEPLIUH IPOCKOYMIIA TO MECTO, I/ie
OHa TOJIBKO 4TO Obuta. OAMH U3 MPETeHAEHTOB HACTYNWJI Ha MPOTUBOIIEXOTHYIO MUHY, HOOPaThCs
10 KOTOPO#1 paHblIiie He MOT. I poxHy: B3pbIB. OCKOJIKM MUHBI OTPAa3UJIMCh OT 3AIIUTHOM CTEHBI U pa3-
HECJIM JIBYX MPETEHICHTOB OYKBaJIbHO B KJIIOUKH.

AHrpo-MaifHbpI0 MOMOPIIJICS 1 TTOUCKAJT I7Ia3aMU TPYIT TOTO MPETEH/IeHTa, KOTOPBIN aTaKoBa
ero 3aIUTHYIO CTeHKY ¢ Bo3ayXa. KakuM-To 4yoM TOT OCTascs 1e1 ¥ HEBPeaAuM.

— Bor 310 /13, — Tpob6opMOTaT AHTPO-MaKHBIO.
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[Nocnenuuii ocTaBIIMIACS B KUBBIX TPETEHICHT, BHUIUMO, COOOpa3WB, YTO TMOpa YHOCHUTh
HOTH, KPYTO Pa3BEPHYJICS U TIOHECCSI MTPOYb OT ABOPIIA.

AHrpo-MaifHBIO IEJKHYJ NATbIIAMU U KPUKHYJT KOPOJIEBCKOMY JIpYyTY:

— Hy-ka 181, faBail k1BO O€ru K IIABHOMY NOAXAJIMMY U Tepeaail emy, yToObl HeMeIJIeHHO
Boimyctiil Ctpaiika. DTOT Mep3aBell YUTH He JokeH. JKuBee.

— Jla momen Tsl. .. — mpoueaua KoponeBckuil Ipyr. — Tebe HykHO, Thl U OerH.

—Yt0?! — 3510Bertie cipocust AHrpo-MaiiHbio. — Eciti uepes cekyH/y Thl Oyaelb 3/1eCh, 5 PH-
KaXky c/IeiaTh ¢ TOOOU TaKoe. ..

MoMeHTaIbHO COOOpa3uB, YTO U B CAMOM [IeJie JOIYCTHJI OIIMOKY, KOPOJIEBCKUI JIPyT MO0~
O0CTpPaCTHO KPUKHYII:

— Cnymaiocs!

Uepes cekyH[y ero B KOMHATe yke He ObLI0.

— Bor Tak-10, — mpobopmMoOTan AHrpO-MaiHbIO, MPOBOXAsl B3IVISIOM YJIETABIIETO IMPETeH-
JEHTa. — DTUKET, KOHEYHO, 3THKeToM, HO CTpaillky Bpems OT BpEMEHM HYyXkKHa MOAXOIsIasi
aueTa, nHaye OH OBICTPO 3aXUpeeT. A MOPUTDb TOJIOJIOM CBOETO JIOOUMOTO ApaKkoHa 51 HE MO3BOJIO
HUKOMY.

K cuacTblo, mpeTeHIeHT JieTes1 He O4YeHb ObICTpO. BuayuMo, B 3TOM BUe Maruv OH ObUT Tak ke
«CHWJIeH», KaK U B JIPyTHUX.

AHrpo-MaiHbIO T0XKJAJICSI TOTO MOMEHTA, KOTJIa CO CTOPOHBI IPAaKOHHHKA MOIHSIACH CBEpKa-
I0I1asi 30JI0TOM YelTyu (hUrypa JeTaomiel penTiiig U yCTPeMUIach Belie] 3a Oersierom.

«JloroHUT, 00513aTEILHO JOTOHUT, — MPUKUHYJI OH. — Hy BOT 1 XOpoIo».

JloBONBHO NOTHpPast PyKH, AHIPO-MaiHbIO BEPHYJICS B CHAJBHIO. IpyT MOSBUIICS MUHYTHI Yepe3
IBE U pOOKO, CJIOKHB JIallbl HA TPYIH, OCTAHOBHJICS] BO3JIE IBEPU.

— IIpoxomu, vero crouib, — OypkHY1 AHrpo-maiHbi0. — M BooOIe, eciny yx CTOUIb, TO
noyeMy uMeHHO Tak ? [Ipo atuker 3a6pu1? HanomuauTs Hegoinro. Joxonut?

KoponeBckuii apyr TOTYaC ke OMSTh MPEBPATUJICSA B XaMOBATOTO THIIA, IUTIOXHYJICS B KPECIIO
Y TIOJIOKHJT HOTH Ha CTOJTHK.

AHTpO-MaifHbIO0 TOCMOTpEJT Ha Hero ¢ ooOpeHreM. Cefiuac OH yKe TOUTH KaJiel, YTO HapyIuI
JBOPLOBBIH 3TUKET. Bpone Obl paHOBarto.

— JlagHO, — MPUMUPUTENILHO MaxHYJI OH PyKoul. — Bunen, kak 51 ux caenan?

— KreBo, — cornacuiicst KOpOJIeBCKUH APYT U, JIOBKO JIOTSHYBIIIKCH /IO CTOSIBILICH Ha MOJTy OaHKU
MMBa, cjieNali u3 Hee mioTok. — Kyaa cBoe muBo-To en? JlaBaid, Toxe XJIeOHU.

— DTO MBICTIb, — CKa3aJl AHTpo-MaiiHblo. baHka crosiia y OaJkoHHOH JBepH. JIOBKO BCKpHIB
ee, AHrpo-MaifHpi0 OTXJIeOHYN M moMopinwics. [Tueo Obuto mpotuBHOE. Kak pa3 takoe, KoTopoe
TMOJIOXKEHO T10 ITUKETY.

— Hy Bot, — npomonBun AHrpo-maitaeio. — Oy mpobnemy Mbl perid. Terneps octaiach
Apyrasi.

— Kakas? — momo060onbITCTBOBAI KOPOJIeBCKHiA JIpyT.

— KpbIcHHBIT KOPOIIb, — 00BSICHIIT AHIPO-MaiiHBIO. — 1 TYT C HUM OIHY KOMOMHAIIHIO 33/TyMaJl.
Xouelib, pacckaxy?

— Baunsii, — MaxHy ero codecelHUK Jiaroi. — TpaBu. MoxeT ObITh, MHE JaXe TIOHPABUTCS.

% sk ok

— A ecnu 310 JioByIIKa? — cipocuiia MyHbKa.

— Her, — momotan rosoBoi KpbICMHBIN KOpoisib. — He Moxer atoro OeiTh. 3auem? Eciu Obl
AHrpo-MaifHbIO 3aX0TeJ, OH OBl MOMMaJI MEeHs ITPSIMO B Ioi3eMHOM Tropopie. Her, TyT uto-To gpyroe. ..

WM nonanack pasBuiika, U KPbICUHBII KOPOJb YBEPEHHO CBEpPHYJ Hampaso. [lo BbIXxoma Ha
MOBEPXHOCTb OCTABAJIOCh €Ille TPX KOPUIOpA.
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[NepexBatuB noynoOHee 3aBEPHYTYIO B KYCOK YEPHOM MaTEepUH LIKATYIJIKY C JPAKOHBUMH KaM-
HSIMHU, KPBICUHBIH KOpPOJb 100aBUI: — MoxeT ObiTh, BCE HE TaK YK M IJI0X0. KTo ux 3Haer, aTux
MOT'YIIIECTBEHHBIX TpaBuTeneii? MoXkeT, eMy MpPOCTO CTalo CKYy4YHO, 3aXOTEeNIOCh C KeM-HUOYIb
BBIITUTb, BCIOMHUTh KO€-KaKKe MpOILUIbIE JIeNa. . .

— Hy, BbInmuTh-TO €My ecTh ¢ kem, — ckasasia MyHbka. — OJJHa U3 HalllMX paccKas3blBajla MHE,
YTO OH HEIaBHO 003aBeJICsl KOPOJIEBCKUM JIPYTOM.

— Kem?

— Koponesckum npyrom.

KppicuHbIi KOpob NOXa I1e4aMu:

— ¥V Takux MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX MpaBUTENEH Jpy3el He ObIBaeT.

— BeiBatot, — ckazana MyHbka. — V3 OBIBIINX MTOAXAJTUMOB.

— Hy pasge uto0...

MuHyT yepe3 MATHAALUATh TYHHEJb BbIBEN MX B MOJABAJI MOJNypa3pyLIEHHOrO JBOpLA MEIH-
KaHCKHX, Koponeil. OT aBopIia, COOCTBEHHO, OCTAJMCh OMHU CTEHBL. A BOT TOIBAJI COXpPaHHJICS
HEIJIOX0, BUAMMO, Onaroyiapsi Kpernko CJIOKEHHOMY IMOTOJIKY, KOTOPBIM MOAJECP/KUBAIM TOJICTHIE,
Iy3aThle KOJIOHHBI.

B nozBasie Becerna napui HoyMpak, v 3To 66110 Xopoino. MoXHO ObLJIO OCHIETh, MTOA0K/IATh,
KOI/1a I71a3a MPUBBIKHYT K CBETY.

Tak KpbICUHBII KOPOJIb U CHIEJIAI.

OH npuBanuiIcsa K KOJOHHE W Cel Ha 3a[JHUE JIallbl, 33 lyMUYMBO MOMISAbIBAs Tyaa, IAe ObLT
BBIXO]] HA TIOBEPXHOCTh. MyHbKa MPUCTPOMIIACH PSIIOM.

— A ecnu 370 Bce ke JIOBYIIKa? — CIpOcuIia OHa.

KppicuHbIi KOpob NOXa M1e4aMHu.

— Ecnu 310 N0ByIIKa, TO 51 HE BEpHYCh 0OpaTHO B MOA3EMHBIN ropof. Bo Bcsikom ciydae, 310
ropasjio JIydlle, YeM ecsii Obl BBl SIBUJIMChH 32 MHOM MPSIMO TYAA.

— MBI ObI X BCTPETHIIH.

— Koneuno, — cornacuiicsi KppICUHBIA KOposib. — Bel Obl ux BeTpetuii. Ho k uemy 310 MOrjio
npusectu? K Tomy *ke, 19Bbl — 3TO HE HeloTeNbI-ropokaHe. VX Ha jelieBble MTYYKY ¢ NaJaolyum
MIOTOJIKOM ¥ 0OBAJIMBAIOIIMMCS] MOCTOM HE KYITHIIb. [lyMaio, 3TO MX TOJIbKO ObI pa303JIHJIO U B PE3YJIb-
Tare OHU BIOJIHE MOIIM pa3pyLIUTh MOA3eMHBIN ropol. KpeicrHbIe KOpOIM NPUXOAST M YXOIAT, a
ropo[ IOJ’KEH OCTaBaThCs.

—MozxerT, Thl ¥ 1TpaB, — B310XHYJIa MyHbKa. — ToJbKO MpoIiry, BO3bMHU MEHsI ¢ COO0i BO IBOpEII.
IMo kpaiiHeit Mepe, eciu 3To 3acaja, OyIeT KTO-TO, KTO OTIPABUTCS 32 IMOJMOTOM.

— 4l nonymaro, — mooGerman KpbICHHBINA KOPOJTb.

OH eme pa3 mocMoTpest B CTOPOHY Bbixofa. [loxkaityii, mopa ObUI0 OTHPABIAATHCA B MyTh. Bo
JBOpIIE OYEHb HE JMOOAT, KOrja KTO-TO Omas3jbiBaeT. A y Hero ObUIo erie oaHo aeno. Hago Owuto
M03200TUTHCS O APAKOHBUX KAMHSIX.

Kpbicunbiil KOposib 3a1yMUYHMBO TOIJIA/IAJT BUCEBIINI Ha 111ee TPAHCHIOPTHBINA aMyJieT, KOTOPBIT
OH TIOJIy4YMJI B TIOJIHOE CBOE TOJIb30BaHKUE U3 PyK AHIPO-MaiHbBIO 110CJIE UCTOPUH CO CTEPXOM.

Jla, Hy’KHO OBLIO CIICIITUTb.

— [ouutyn, — ckazan oH MyHbKe U, BCTaB, MOyA00OHee YXBATUII TSKETYIO IIKATYJIKY.

— Ilopa, — cormnacuiiach Ta ¥ 3aCEMEHMWIIA 32 CBOMM XO35IMHOM.

Jlo ropozckoi cTeHsl ObLT0 He 6osiee cta MeTpoB. KpbIcHHBIN KOPOJTb AOIIEN 10 Hee, TOCMOTPE
B CTOPOHY BOPOT, Y KOTOPBIX CTOsUIA MTAPOYKa JIBOB, M PEIIMTEIBHO CBEPHYJI B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

— MosxHo ObUIO U Yepe3 BopoTa, — ckazana MyHbKa. — Bce-Taku ThI TIpUTIIaliieH K caMmoMy
AHTpO-MaiiHbIo.

— IIpaBuibHO, — CKa3ajl KPBICUHBIA KOPOiib. — TOMBKO THI 320bUIa O IIKATYJIKe. A HY KaK J9BbI
3aXOTSAT MOCMOTPETD, UTO 3TO s Hecy? BrionHe BO3MOXKHO, UTO ee Biajesel] yke OOHAPYKII HEKYIO
HEJI0CTayy Ha CBOEM CKJIaJIe U TENepb JIBbI I71a3 HE CBOASAT CO BCEX MPEAMETOB, XOTh MaJIO-MaJIbCKU
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MOXOXMX Ha 3Ty IIKaTyJaKy. Her, y MeHs moJ MbIIIKOW 1IeJIoe COCTOSIHME, M TaK IPOCTO s €r0 He
OTJAM.

OH OCTaHOBWJICSI BO3JIE POCHIEIO y CaMOil CTEHBl TYCTOIO KyCTapHMKa U pa3JBUHYJ
ero BeTku. Jla3 Obl1 coBceM HEeOOJBIIION, HO KPHICUHBIN KOPOJIb JIOBKO IMPOCKOJIB3HYJ B HETO U OKa-
3ajics B TOPOJIE.

— Kpowme Toro, — ckazan onH MyHbKe, — OT 3TOro MecTa J0 IoMa Kyria OJIike.

Uepe3 mapy MUHYT OH yXke ILIEJ O YJIUIE, BECEJIO YTO-TO HACBUCTBIBAsI, HACTOPOKEHHO
KOCSICb Ha TOMNAJaBIIMXCS MO JIOpOre JA3BOB, 3aJyMUMBO pPa3MiisblBas BbIBECKM Mara3MHYM-
KOB, MUMO KOTOPBIX TIPOXOAWJI, IPUKUBIBASI, CTOUT JI B HUX HABEAATHCS B ONIVKAWIIYIO YIOOHYIO
HOYb.

— Her, — HakoHeIl IITyOOKOMBICTIEHHO cKa3al oH MyHbke. — Jlioau, OHH, KOHEUHO, Iypaku, HO
o4eHb ornacHble. C HUMHU yXO AEp:KU BOCTPO.

MyHbKka Oesxana psaoM C HAM, BCe BpPEMs OIJISIBIBAsICh, TOTOBAsI MIPH MaJIeHINel OMacHOCTH
IOPKHYTh B KAHAJIM3ALIMOHHYIO PEIETKY.

JIBa MaJIbUMIIKH JIET IECATH OT HEUEro JeJIaTh YBA3AIHNCh ObLIO 32 HUMH, BHIKPUKHBAsI KaKyIO-
TO OOMIHYI0 YacTyIIKy. KpbICHHBIN KOPOJIb PE3KO MOBEPHYJICSI K HUM U, MIPOIEMOHCTPHPOBAB Oe3-
YIIPEYHOU OeMM3HBI 3yObl, TUXO U 3JI0BEIIe CKa3al:

— Ax Tak?! Bot k TeGe, — TKHYJI OH JIallol B OIHOTO U3 MAJIbYHUIIEK, — 5 MPUIY CErOqHs
HOYBIO U JUIsS Hauasla OTKYIIy Tebe HOC. A K TBOeMy TOBApHIILy 51 3asIBJIIOCh 3aBTPa M OTTPhI3Y eMy
yun. [TouaTHO?

MautpuuIlIKy ¢ BOIUISIMU KMHYJIMCh HayTeK. MyHbKa 1oKayasa rojoBOu:

— 3ps THI TaK, OHU ke He €O 3J1a. TaK, OT CKYKH.

— A TbI 320b11a, CKOJIBKO HAIIMX JIpy3eid MOTHOJIO TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO YEJTOBEYECKUM JICTeHBI-
111am ObLJIO CKYYHO? — CIIPOCHJT KPBICHHBIN KOPOIIb. — To-To. .. MOXeT ObITb, s 1 B CAMOM JieJie TTOCTY-
IIWJI HETIPaBWIBHO. .. HO TOJIbKO CaMbl€ CTPALIHbIE MPECTYIUIEHUS] COBEPIIAIOTCS UMEHHO TaK — OT
CKYKH.

— DTO0 TOYHO, — cKa3ajla MyHbKa U HACTOPOKEHHO MOKOCHJIACh Ha OYEPETHOTO BCTPEUEHHOTO
umu 19Ba. K cuacteio, Tomy ObUTO coBceM He 10 HuX. [locepenyine yauiibl e 4eaoBeK B IHPOKO-
TIOJION TIIISATIE, KJIeTYaTol pydallike v miTaHax u3 rpyooil Marepun. Ha mmpokoM KoxkaHoM mosice y
HEro Brcesa KoOypa, 13 KOTOPOH BBITJISIABIBAJIA PYKOSITKA peBojibBepa. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa
J9B UM 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, YEIOBEK OCTAHOBUIICS U C COBEPIIIEHHO OIIAPAIIIEHHBIM BUJOM CTaJl OIJIS-
ApIBaThCs MO cropoHaM. KpsIKHYB, OH Ha mapy CeKyHJ| 3aKpblUl [J1a3a, a KOIja OTKPbUI, PSJIOM C HUM
yke CTOsLI J19B.

— YT0, napeHb, HENPUATHOCTEN MILEIb? — CIIPOCHII /I9B.

Bwmecto orBeta mapeHp CABMHYJ LUISIY HA 3aThUIOK M OIIAPAIIEHHO, CJIOBHO YBUJEN HEUTO
HEBEPOSITHOE, CTaJl pa3Iiis/iblBaTh 19Ba. HakoHell Ha Jiuiie ero nosiBUJIoch NOHUMAIOILIEE BBIPAKEHHE.

— Ara, — ckazaJ oH. — Tak BOT, 3HAUMT, KaK BCE TO BBITJISIJINT.

— A yem Tebe He HPaBUTCA TO, YTO THl BUAMIIL? — YYTHUBO, TIOUTPHIBAST IIIUIMACTON MaJHIIEH,
CIIPOCHJT I39B.

— Jla kak cKazarh. .. — 33lyMYMBO IIPOMOJIBMII TapeHb. — He To 4ToObl MHE 9TO MeCTO He Hpa-
BujIoch. [IpocTo 51 HUKaK He BO3bMY B TOJIK, Kak 3/1eCh OKa3aJicsl. ['Hayics 51, 3HAUMT, 32 MOCJIaThIM
JIxedepom, 4ToObI HAAPATh €My 3a] 3a TO, YTO OH MIPUCTABAT K MOEH JIEBUOHKE. .. a TIOTOM. ..

— THI 1 OKa3aiCcy 31ech, — IOACKa3asl I3B.

—Touno! — [TapeHs MUPOKO YIBIOHYJICS, CJIOBHO OBl €My COOOIIMIIN CAMYIO TIPUATHYIO HOBOCTh
Ha CBETe.

— IlousarHo. Hy-ka, moBepHUCh KO MHE CIIMHOM, — MPUKa3aj OMIOCTUTEIb MOPSIIKA.

[Tapenb nmokopHo noepHyscs. Koposb yBuiesn, 4to B ClIMHE Y HEro, IpUMEPHO TaM, IIe Y
JIONIEN pacrioiaraeTcsl cepile, BUAHEIOTCS J1B€ AbIPKHU OT MyJIb, M MOHUMAIOLIE MOKayaJl TOJI0BOM.
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— Bugno, 3tor wMmocnacteii  [Ixedep He Takol yK yBaJieHb, — CKa3al OH
MyHbke. — O06e my/v OH MOJIOXKUIT UMEHHO Ty/Ia, KyJa U Hy)KHO. BOT TosbKO B criuHy . .. [TprckopOHO!

— Eme Ob1, — mognakayna Mynbka. — HekoTopsle Jiony He UMEIOT HU YeCTH, HA COBECTH.

— Touno.

[Tapenb ¥ MonMLENCKUII JABHO yXk€ OCTAIMCh JAJIEKO MO3aJH, a KPbICUHBIA KOpPOJb BCE €IlIe
OCY’K/IaI0111e TIOKaYMBaJI FOJIOBOM.

«CTpaHHple OHM, 3TH JIOAUM, — JAyMaJ OH. — Hwukorga He yrajgaeiib, Ha 4YTO OHU
crocoOHbl. B ogHMX 0OCTOSATENBCTBAX CIOCOOHBI HA BEIMYANMIIYI0 TOMJIOCTh, B APYTUX —
T€ JK€ Camble JIIOIU MOT'YT MPOSIBUTH HEBEPOSITHOE OJIAarOpOCTBO, IPAaHUYAIIIee C TIOPA3UTEILHOM TITy-
NOCThI0. IMM IBUTaloT Kakue-To CKPBIThIE TOOYKAEHH S, KOTOPbIE HaM, TIPOCTHIM K PbICaM, YaCTEHbKO
IIPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO MOHSTh>.

TyT Ha Hero eaBa He Haexaja TeJlekKa MYCOpPILMKA, MOYTH JOBEPXY I'PYKEHHas CTapbIMU
ueaslaMd M cMMBoJIaMu. Ha Hell jiexkanu rorteprbie, MPOOUTHE BO MHOTHMX MeCTax MyJIsIMH U
3aJUThle BUHOM 3HamMeHa. OT HEKOTOpPBIX W3 HUX MaxJo JOBOJBHO pe3Ko. Psanom co 3Hame-
HAMU JIEKAJIM HECKOJIBKO THICOBBIX OIOCTOB HEKOT[a 3HAMEHHTHIX, a Terepb COBEPIICHHO 3a0bl-
THIX JIIOZIEN M CTONKA KHIKEK B KPACUBBIX, THCHEHHBIX 30JI0TOM OOJIOKKaX. MIHOBEHHO OTIIPHITHYB
B CTOPOHY, KPBICUHBII KOPOJIb BO3MYIIEHHO CIPOCHII Y MyCOPILUKA!

— Tl uTO, HE BUAMILIB, KyAa e/ielllb?

MycopiyK ommapaieHHO OMOTAJ FOJIOBOI, OTBEPHYII TEJNEKKY B CTOPOHY U, TAK HUYETO U HE
OTBETUB, CTaJl BHITAJIKMBATh €€ C TPOTYyapa Ha IPOE3KYIO YaCTh YJIUILIBL.

— 3HaMeH HaHIOXaJicsl, — TMHUCKHYJIa MyHbKa, BBICKOYMBIIAS M3 KaHAJIM3alMOHHOW
pelIeTKy, B KOTOPYIO ObUIO MPBITHY/Ia, YTOObl HEe TOMNacTh 1moj Kojeca. — OHU, 9TH 3HAMEHa, 0COo-
OEHHO orpe/eIeHHbIX IBETOB, TOJIOBY 3aTYMaHMBAIOT TaK, YTO MOKHO COBCEM Pa3yM MOTEPSTh.

— YT00 OH C/10X, — MpauyHO IPOOOPMOTAIT KPBICUHBIN KOPOJb. — § M3-32 HEro 4yTh IIKATYJKY
HE YPOHWJI.

OH orsIHyJICSI HA MyCOPIIHKA, KOTOPBIN OBUT OT HUX YK€ B IECSTKE IIAroB, U MaxHyJ1 JIarox.

— Yepr ¢ HUM, HEKOT]a MHE CKaHJTUTh. A TO 51 Obl eMy TOKa3aJl Ilie paku 3UMYIOT.

— TouHno, — cornacunace Mynbka. — Ham Hekorna. Tak Tl K Hy’kKHOMY 4eJIOBEKY HE ITOINACIIb
Hukoraa. M He 3a0ynp — Hac xayT Bo aBopie. He Oyaem tepsath Bpemsi 3psi.

— He Oyzem.

W onum nouum panpliie, MUHOBAJIM MapOYyKy NEpEYJIKOB, MPOIIMBIIHYJIM MHUMO CHITOIO U
MO3TOMY He CJIeJIaBIIIero MOMbITKM Ha HUX HAacTh KaMeomap/a, poOeskasiy Moj CHIIbHO OOBETINAB-
111l apKoW ABAJIIaTh CEMH HEBMHHO YOMEHHBIX a[erToB. 3a Hell ObUT ellle OMH Y3KHUI U TPS3HBIN
niepeynok. OH NpuBe UX K MPauHOMY JIBYX3TaKHOMY JIOMY, BTOPOH 3Tak KOTOPOTO MCIOJIb30BAJICS
TOJ1 JKWJIblE TTOMEIIIEHHS, @ B IEPBOM HaXOAWJIACh JIaBKa, IPUHAAJIEKAIAsA Hy)KHOMY UM YEJIOBEKY.
OH ObUT HAa MecTe W 3aHUMAJICSI TeM, YTO MBITAJICSA HAWTU YTO-TO HA OFHOW M3 MHOTOYHMCJIEHHBIX,
3aHMMAaBIIMX BCE CTEHBI, 3aBAJICHHBIX CAMBIM Pa3HOOOPa3HBIM OapaxjioM TMOJIOK.

VBUIEB KppICMHOTO KOpoJis 1 MyHBKY, OH ceiyac ke MpeKpaTui CBOe 3aHATHE U, JIEJIOBUTO
MOTUPast pyKH, TOIIE UM HaBCTpeyy.

— [IpuBeTcTBYyI0 CaMbIX IOYUTAEMBIX B 3TOM JIOMe rocteil. YTo Ha 3TOT pa3 Bac KO MHE IpH-
BeJIO?

O aeBIINCh, KPHICUHBINA KOPOJIb YOEIMIICS, YTO OHU B JIABKE OJJHU, ¥ BPY4/JI TOPrOBILY 3aBep-
HYTYIO B MAaTE€PUIO LLIKATYJIKY:

— Bor 3r0.

— ITonumaro.

Toproser nocHenIHo 3anep BXOJHYIO IBEPb HAa OTPOMHBIN 3aCOB, 3aJBUHYJI HA OKHAX TSIKEJbIE,
HACKBO3b ITPOMNBUIMBIIKECS IUTOPHl U MPOILEN K NpUIaBKy. Tam, MOCKOJBbKY B JIaBKE CTaJI0O TEMHO,
OH 3aer YeThIPe CBEUYH, CTOSIINE B MEAHOM JIMTOM IOACBEYHUKE. OUeHb OCTOPOKHO OH Pa3BEPHYII
CBEPTOK U, YBUJIEB ILIKATYJIKY, U3JaJl IOBOJIbHBII CMEIIOK.
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— Kaxercs, s goragpiBaioch, 4YTo Bbl MHE IPUHECIIH, — CKa3all oH. — bopoaa toncroro Edwipa
3a CErOfIHAIIHEE YTPO 3HAYUTENILHO MTOPEJIENA, a BOJIOCHI C TOJIOBbI OH BBAUPAET LIEIbIMU KJIOYKAMH.
Jymaio, kK Beuepy OH OyJIeT JIbIC, KaK KOJICHO. 3/1eCh JieXkaT JPaKOHbU KaMHH?

— BriosHe BO3MOXXHO, — IPOMOJIBUJ KPBICUHBIA KOpOJib. — He skenaemb Jid Thl MOAHSTH
KPBILIKY ?

— Hy xoHeuHo, xenaio.

Toprosen OAHSA KPBIIKY M BOCXUIIIEHHO PUCBUCTHYIL:

— Jla, 310 OHHU.

KpbIcuHbIi KOPOJIb MOJOIIEN K MPUJIABKY U, OOJIOKOTUBIIKCH TaK, YTOOBI €ro0 MOpJa 0Ka3asach
COBCEM OJIM3KO OT JIMIA TOProBIIa, 3arJIsSTHYJI TOMY B IJIa3a:

— Eciu I paccunThIBaeIb KymuTh UX 32 TPOIH, TO STUM HAJEKIAM He CYKAEHO COBIThCS.

3ayM4MBO B3SIB OIMH U3 KaMHEM, TOProBeLl CTaJl COCPEAOTOUEHHO €r0 PacCMaTpUBAaTh:

— A KTO Tebe ckaza, 9To s COOMPAIOCh X KYIUTh?

KppIcuHBII KOPOJIb YXMBLIbHYJICS:

— l'oBopsT, KpBICH 00IAIAIOT AAPOM TPEIBUIETh HEKOTOPBIE COOBITHS. YTO-TO MHE MOJCKA3bI-
BaeT — Thl UX KYIHIIIb, Thl OUEHb XOUEIllb UX KYITUTb.

— BeccniopHo. — Toprogeir co B310XOM MONOKUT KaMeHb 0OpaTHO B IIKATYJIKY. — 51 xoTesn Obl
BCE 3TO KyIUTh, HO, YBbI, HE MOTY.

— ITouemy? — muckHyna MyHbKa, yke KaKMM-TO 00pa30M BCKapaOKaBIIasics Ha MPUJIABOK.

— Jla noToMy, YTO OHM CJIMILIKOM YK JOPOTue, — OTBETHII Toprosell. — [foromy, 4To s cMory ux
niepenpoaaTh TOJIbKO TOra, KOTJa YTUXHET IIyM, MOAHSATHIN UX OBIBIIMM BiajesbleM. A 3To OyaeT
O4eHb He CKOpo. Te AeHbIu, KOTOpbIE 51 BJIOXKY B UX MOKYIIKY, OyIyT JIeXkaTh 0e3 JBHKEHHS CITUIIKOM
nonro. Eciv ke s BIOXKY UX B OOBIUHBIN TOBApP, TO CMOT'Y HECKOJIBKO pa3 0OEpPHYTh U TIOJIy4y ropasio
OOJIBIITYIO IPUOBLIT.

— Hackosnpko 1 3Ha10, — cka3aJl KpbICUHbINA KOPOJIb, — LIEHA HA JPAaKOHbU KAMHU HE OrpaHUYEHA.
ThI Bcera CMOXeIlb MOYYUTh 32 HUX CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MOKEIAelllb.

— Ho cHauvana MHe HyXHO HailTu nokymnaress. — Toprosell MOgHSAN BBEpX majiel. — A s
TOTO, YTOOBI 51 MOT TIOJIyYUTh C HUX JOCTATOYHYIO BBITOY, IOKYMATes b JOKEH ObITh OYeHb, OYEHb
6orateiM yesoBeKoM. Kak Bbl MOHMMaeTe, HANTH TaKOTO MOKYTIaTe sl HeJIerko.

— Tw1 Mor OBl poOIATh WX MO OJHOMY, — MOJACKA3aJl KPBHICMHBIN KOPOJb. — W momy4uTs ere
OOJIbIIIe JICHeT.

— Torzma o ToM, 4TO g UX MPOJAI0, Y3HAET CIUIIKOM MHOTO Hapoja, — apupoBal TOPropew. —
B koHIie koHIIOB 00 3TOM ipoBenaeT ToycThiid Edpip. Botock, s He cMory qokasarh, 4To 3TO HE ero
KaMHHU.

Kpbicunsbiit Koposts Beceso ynblOHyscsi. OH JT00MIT TOProBaThesl U Tenephb MpeqyBCTBOBAT JOJI-
rO€ U yBJIEKAaTEeJIbHOE CPaKEHUE.

— CTaJo ObITh, THI HE JKeJaellb UX OpaTh HU HA KAKUX YCIOBHUSX ?

Toprogel BcTpenenycs:

— Pa3Be s Tak roBopmi1? S mpocTo OOBSICHII, C KAKMMU TPYAHOCTSIMU CTOJIKHYCh, €CJTH KYTLTIO
ux y Bac. OHaKo, eCM yCJIOBHS MPOoAaXU OyIyT JOCTATOYHO MPUEMJIEMBIMH, AyMalo, Hallla C/IENIKa
BIIOJTHE MOXET COCTOSIThCS.

KppIcUHBII KOPOJIb XUTPO MPUILLY PUIICS:

— U kakue e yc/oBUS Thl Ha3bIBAEIIb «IOCTATOYHO IPUEMIIEMBIMI» ?

— Hy... — xopo1o noHnumasi, YTo yInycTuJ1 UHULIMATUBY, 3aMsLICS] TOPrOBELL.

— 4 cnymaro.

Toprosell B3MaxHy/ pyKaMH U, YTOObI BBIMTPATh BPeMsi, CTaJl CHOBA PaCCMATPHUBATh IPAKOHBH
KaMHHU.
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— Yuru, — cKazaJl KpbICUHBIA KOponib. — MbI Bcerma Belu ¢ ToOoi nena yectHo. Kpome
TOTO, TBOM CKJIaJbl HM pa3y He MOABEPIJIMChH HallleMy HaraJieHuio. Ecii Ham npuaercss HaTtu cebe
JPYyroro Apyra, s He CMOTY FapaHTUPOBATh, YTO BCE OCTAHETCS TO-TIPEKHEMY.

Pyxka ToproBiia qporayia, v IpakOHUI KaMeHb yraja 0OpaTHO B IIKATYJIKY.

—D... — ckazas oH. — Crajo ObITh, THI MHe yrpoxkaerib? W 310 mocie Bcero, 4To s s Bac
chenai. ..

— Thl ¥ MOMYYWJT KOE-YTO B3aMeH, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3ajl KPBICMHBIN KOpoJsib. — Hackonbko
s 3Hal0, TeOe B JaHHBI MOMEHT NPUHAICKHUT HECKOJIBKO JeCATKOB JOMOB. M ere Tpu Mmara-
3MHA, HE TaKUX yOOrHWX, KaK 3TOT, a OOraTeiX, Ha NEHTPAIBHBIX yHIaxX. S yke He X049y rOBOPHUTH
O TIATH 3aTOPOJIHBIX BUJUIAX, KYTUIEHHBIX Ha TIOJICTABHBIX JIMI[, HO BCE K€ MPHHAIJICKAIUX, HeCO-
MHEHHO, TeOe. Hy, 1 Bcsikue Meiouu, BOBCE He JIOCTOMHBIC YIIOMUHAHUS: CueTa B OaHKax, COOCTBEH-
Hasl MecyaHasl sIXTa, rnapa-Japyras JIOOOBHHUIL... Y TeOsl HET OIIYIIeHHs, YTO BCEM 3TUM Thl 00s3aH
Ham?

OpnHako ToproBell yxe OuHYJICs.

— KoneuHo, KOHeuHO, — OBICTPO MPOrOBOPIII OH. — §1 He yCTalo THEM ¥l HOUbIO MOJTUTHCS, YTOOBI
BCEM CepbiM OXOTHUKAM COIyTCTBOBaJA yraada. B Tex Jomax, KOTopble MPHHAJISKAT MHE, HeT HU
€IMHON KPBICOJIOBKH, U BCET/Ia, TIOBTOPSIO, BCEI/Ia 1 TBEPIO JAEpikKal CBOe CIOBO... — OH HEMHOTO
MOMEJIJTVJI, CJIOBHO COOMPAsICh C JIyXOM, IOTOM CKa3all: — Ho Bce ke 9TV KaMHU CITUIIKOM YK JI0pO-
rve. Ecm g 3ammauy Bam 3a HUX MHOTO, TO, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXHO, HE CMOTY IMOJYYHUTh TaKylo IPH-
ObLTb, KOTOPYIO ITPUBBIK TOTy4aTh. A MHE 9TH JIeHBI'M HYKHBI. Kak ThI ClipaBeyIMBO 3aMEeTUJI, Y MEHS
1iesias Kyda JIOMOB, MarasuHOB U BUJUT. KOHEUHO, Mara3uHsI ¥ JIoMa IMTPUHOCSAT JI0XO[T, HO OHU TPEOYIOT
1 pacxonoB. Eciu s He moy4y Ty mprObLIb, KOTOPYIO TPUBBIK TIOJTyYaTh, TO, BIIOJTHE BO3MOKHO, MOU
Jela pacCTPOATCS U B CKOPOM BpeMeHH 51 pa3opioch. Thl M cam 3Haellb, Kak MUMOJIETHO OOraTCTBO
1 KakK JIETKO OHO MOeT MCUYe3HYTb, CJIOBHO Pa3BESIHHOE BETPOM.

KpeicuHBIT KOPOJIb KOPOTKO B3IOXHYJI.

— JlagHo, — cka3an oH. — JlaBaii 3akaHuMBai. .. S ObI MOT TOProBaThCs C TOOOH eIlle JONTO0, HO,
YeCcTHOE CJIOBO, y MeHs yXke HeT BpeMeHH. Yepe3 moavyaca MHE HYKHO ObITh B offHOM Mecte. U Kiis-
HYCb, €CJI MBI HE IOTOBOPHMCSI B TeUeHHE OJIMKAUIINX MTATH MUHYT, Cepble OXOTHUKU HaAyT cede
HOBOTO Apyra, 60jiee CrOBOPYMBOI0, HE MMEIOIIETO MPUBBIYKY OTHUMATh Y HUX BpPeMs.

Toproser; Opocuyl Ha HErO UCHBITYIONIWA B3I U BUAWMO, TIPUINIET K BBIBOLY, YTO TOT
¥ B CaMOM JieJie ToporuTcs. HeMHOro moMenve, OH ¢ BUAUMOW HEOXOTOW XJIOMHYJI JIAJIOHBIO TIO
MIPUJIABKY W BO3BECTHIT:

— JlagHO, naBaii TOBOPUTH CEPHE3HO.

OH 1IpoBeJT PyKOU 10 JIUITY, BHITEP BBHICTYITUBIINN BO BpeMs TOPrOB TIOT ¥ TIPOBOPHO YOekas
B KaKOe-To MojicoOHOe ToMelneHre. BepHyJicsl OH Yepe3 OJIMUHYTHI € TOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSUTA
JIBa BBICOKMX OOKasa u Omoyrie.

— JIns Hayayia BOT 9TO, — CKa3aJl OH.

KpeicuHBIN KOPOJIb IPUHIOXAJICS U IIUPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS:

— Hukak, rpaxamMckuil HekTap?

— OH camblif, — JIOBOJILHO BO3BECTUJ TOpromeil. KpbICMHBIA KOpPOJb B35 OJMH W3 OOKa-
JIOB, TOproeell — JApyro, MyHbKa TPUCTPOWJIACh K OMIOMIy M CTaja OBICTPO-OBICTPO W3 HEro
nakath. Tak, monuBasg HEKTap, OHU B TEUEHHE MOCCIYIONIHMX MSITA MUHYT OBICTPO W TIO-/IEJIOBOMY
0OCYIVITH, CKOJIBKO KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIh TIOYYHUT 32 JPaKOHbM KaMHU. [IprdemM Koposib, K HEKOTOPOU
pazocT TOPro.lia, CKasas, YTo JIeHer eMy Ha 3TOT pa3 He Hajgo. OH MpOAMKTOBAJ TOProOBILYy, KaKkue
TOBapbI, MPOAYKTHI MUTAHUS U HAITUTKYU €T0 MHTEPECYIOT U B KAKOM KosmuecTBe. ToT ObICTpo cocTa-
BUJI CIIMICOK ¥ YIOBJIETBOPEHHO KUBHYJL.

Terepb OCTaBaJIOCh TOJNBKO IOTOBOPUTHCS, B KAKOE MECTO HYKHO [IOCTaBUTh YKa3aHHbIC
ToBapbl. OHM C/IeNIay T0, JONUBAs HEKTap.
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— ToBaps! 3a0epeT OHa, — B 3aKJIIOUEHHE CKa3al KPBICMHBIA KOPOJIb M KUBHYJ HA MyHBKY. — Y
MeHsl, IOXOXe, HAMEUaIoTCsl Koe-KaKue Jiena.

— Kak TteGe Oyner yrogHo, — KUBHYJI TOProBell. — A 4To 3TO 3a jaena?

— 3TO MoU Jiefa, — JIACKOBO YJIBIOHYJICSI KPBICUHBINA KOPOJib. — [IOCTOPOHHMM O HUX 3HaTh HE
00sI3aTEITHHO.

— O Her, KOHEUHO HeT, — 3anede3u1 ToproBel. — $l BOBCce HE MBITAICS YTO-TO BbIBE-
natb. Ho Bce *ke. .. Ecmu atn nena npuHecyT Tebe Kakue-HUOYIb Oe3/1eTy KU Bpojie TPAKOHBUX KaM-
HEW, TO 5 Bcer/ia paj MoMOYb B UX COBITE CBOMM JOOPBIM JIPY3bsM.

— OO0s13aTeNIbHO, — PEIvI OTBETUTh, JTIOOE3HOCTHIO Ha JIIDOE3HOCTh KPHICHHBINA KOPOJb. — Bee,
Y10 Oy/IET MPECTABIIATH XOTh KaKyl0-TO IIEHHOCTh, HEMUHYEMO TOMNajeT K Tede.

Toproael Top:kecTBEHHO MOKJIOHWICS. Korja yepes Tpyu MUHYTHI KPBICHHBINA KOPOJIb 1 MyHBKa
BBIIILTM HA YNIUILy, BUA Yy HUX ObLT BIOJHE NOBOJBHBIA. Crenka cocrosiiack. Tenepb MOXHO ObLIO
MOJyMaTh U O BU3UTE BO JABOPEI] AHTPO-MaIHBIO.

— Bor urto, — ckazan KpelcuHbI KOpoib MyHbke. — Thl ceiiyac BepHELIbCsl B MOA3EMHBIN
rOpO/l U TPHUTOTOBHUIIIL KOMaH/y, KOTOopasi OyleT MepeTacKuMBaTh B KJAJ0BbIE TO, YTO MbI cefuac
3akynuii. [Ipocnean, 4ytoObl ABaAATh MPOIEHTOB OT MPOAYKTOB, TOBAPOB U HANIMTKOB MPSMU-
KOM TMonai Bo iBopeil. C TeMH, KTO MOMBITAETCs YTO-HUOYAb YKPACTh, PACIIPABHIIBCS M10-CBOEMY.
[TousitHO?

— A 11?7 — cipocuna MyHbKa.

— 4 ornpasisiiock Bo qBopen; AHrpo-MaiiHbio. [Ipsimo ceiiuac. Bpems yxe Ha rcxofe, a onas-
IbIBaTh MHE HE XOUYETCS.

— MosxHo MHe ¢ T060ii? — onpocuiia MyHbKa. — Bee-Taku KTO MX 3HAET, STUX BOMIICOHUKOB. . .
Bnpyr Tam noBymika?

— He nymato, — ckazas KpbICHHBIN KOPOJIb. — A €CJTM TaM | JIOBYIIIKA, TO s YTO-HUOYAb MPHUILY-
Maio. JlaBai, y TeOs1 OCTaIoCh HE TaK YK MHOTO BPEMEHH.

W oH nmosnoxui gary Ha TPAaHCTIOPTHBIN aMyJieT.

% sk ok

TpaHCTIOPTHBIN amyJieT KPBICUHBIA KOPOJIb MOMYYMJI B CBOIO COOCTBEHHOCTH TOCJIE OIHOTO
COBEPIIIEHHO OE3yMHOT0 MPUKJIIOYEHHS cO cTepxoM. [Tprdem momyumt oH ero u3 pyk caMmoro AHrpo-
MaiHbIO.

Awmyner o0naian CBOMCTBOM MEPEHOCUTH TOTO, KOMY OH IPUHA/IJIEKAT, TPAKTUIECKH B JIIOOOM
13 MUPOB BeJIUKOM 11eri. HUKTO, KpoMe 19BOB AHIPO-MaiHbIo, He MOT 00J1a1aTh TAKMMU aMyJIeTaMH.
Bbu10 TOBKO OHO MCKJTIOUEHHE — KPBICHHBIN KOposib. I oH 3Tum ropauics. Crerka. Hacronbko,
YTOOBI HE YPOHUTH JOCTOMHCTBO TPEABOIUTENS KPBIC.

Bnaropapst aTomy amyneTy KpbICMHBIA KOpPOJIb MTHOBEHHO NEpEHeccsl K ABOPLYY AHIpO-Maii-
HBIO, IPSIMMKOM K €r0 IlapaiHoMy BXxojy. Bo3iie Hero crosim /iBa 19Ba, CKUMAIOIME B PyKax OrpoM-
HBIE TyOUHBI ¥ 30PKO BBITJIS/IBIBAIOIINE OUEPEIHBIX MMPETSHICHTOB HA MECTO CBOETO XO35MHA.

VBUIEB KPBICHHOTO KOPOJIst, OHU OBLIO MPUHSIIM €r0 3 TAKOTO MPEeTeHICHTA U TPUTOTOBHITUCH
OOBSBUTH TPEBOT'Y, HO IMIOTOM Pa3IsIIESIN Ha €ro TPy TPAHCHIOPTHBINA aMyJieT ¥ YCIIOKOMITUCH.

— IIpuBeT, — BaKHO CKa3aJl UM KPBICHHBIM KOPOJib. — MHe TyT aynueHIus Ha3HaueHa. Kak pa3
Ha 3T0 BpeMsl. Tak 4To He MelllKasi HU MUHYTHI POBOJMTE-KAa MEHsI K BallleMy rOCIOANHY.

J3BbI 3a1ymMauck. HakoHel OquH U3 HUX CIIPOCHUIL:

— A CBIpOTO OMeHKa HIOXHYTh HE JKeJlaelllb?

— Yro?! — KpbIcHHBII KOPOJIb C TPYAOM IOIABUII XkeJlaHUe YKYCUTh cTpaxa Jasopua. — [la kak
TBI CMeelllb, He BUJIUIIIb YTO JIM, KTO Tiepei TOOOM ?

— Kak He BuzieTh? — yXMBUIbHYJICS J19B. — [IpocTast Kpbica, TOJIBKO OOJIBIIIOTO pa3Mepa.
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— 4 xpbicuHBIT KOposb. W eciu Obl MBI BCTPETHIIMCH C TOOOW B KAKOM-HHOYIb MOA3EMHOM
Kopuzaope. .. — KppICHHBIN KOpOIib yrposkarolile B3MaxHyJl KOI'TUCTOM JIalloi, CJIOBHO Pa3pbiBasi Yblo-
TO HEBUJUMYIO ILIEIO.

H3BbI neperissHynuch. OMH U3 HUX CKa3aJl:

— Mozker, Bce ke JOJIOKUTD?

— He 3Hat0, — mokayvas ronoBoii 1pyroit. — 5 b1 ¢ GOJBIIMM yIOBOIBCTBHEM AT €My XOPOILETO
MUHKA. A yX ecqii Obl OH TIOCMeN BO3MYIIAThCH. . .

KpbIcuHbIN KOPOJH MPUHST 00OPOHUTEIBHYIO CTOMKY M XOJIOMHO CKa3al:

— Bangit! JaBait nogxonu. [JaBHEHBKO 51 HE BCHAPBIBAJ BCSIKUM HETOASISIM KUBOTHI. YBEPSIIO,
TeOe Oyner He oueHb 0onbHO. 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, CHavaa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 ABOpIIA Uy Th JIK HE OEroM BBICKOUMJI TIOIXAIMM BTOPOTO pa3psiia, O 4YeM CBU-
JETeIbCTBOBAJIA BUCSINAS y HETO Ha IPyay cepeOpsiHasi MATUKOHEUHasl 3Be3/10UKa C OOMBIION 1Hd-
poit "2". JIBuracs oH JIETKO, Ha CaMbIX KOHYMKAX JIall, IOMaxyBasi MyIIUCThIM, YKpaILeHHbIM 3aTeil-
JIMBBIM OAHTUKOM XBOCTOM.

— KpbIcuHbIi KOpOJTb, COOCTBEHHO! MEPCOHOM? — OCBEIOMUJICS OH.

— OH camblil.

— Bam HazHaueHa ayaueHIMs. — [lonxaarM CKJIOHWICS B U3SILIHOM MOKJIOHE.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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