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Bot kakast HeoOBIYHAS! NCTOPUS TIPUKJIIOYMIIACH OHAKIIBI C KHUTAMU.

CrpaHMuKa BCTpeneHyach BO CHE M TOTYAC NMPOOyIMIach — OTTOTO, UTO €€ MPUIIOAHSI U €/1Ba
He yHEC ¢ coboit Berep. OmryiieHne ObUIO BOMIIEOHOE, U C STUM OIIYIIIEHHEM MOT TPOAOIIKUTHCS
e€¢ coH. [louemy ke oHa He cpanach BeTpy? Benp BCE Bpems, MOKa Jiekana B TEMHOM, 3aKPBITOM
MIOMELIEHUH, OHA Tpe3uJIa 0 Bosie. YTo BAPYT 0cTaHOBUIIO €€? «JIoKHO OBITh, BPOKAEHHBIHN CTpax» —
pelunIa CTpaHudKa, KOTopasi Ha CaMOM JIEJIEe HE UCTIBIThIBAJIa HUKAKOI'o CTpaxa.

Meicabp 0 TOM, YTO OHa ObUIa Tak OMM3Ka K cBOOOME, OBICTPO 3a0bUTACh, TAK KaK CTPAHMYKA
TMOHSUIA, YTO HAXOAMUTCS B HOBOM Uil ceOsl MecTe. DTO ObLI AOM, JEPEBSHHBIN, TIOUTH ITyCTOM; U3
OTKPBITOTO ITPOEMA BXOJHOU ABEPU BUIHEJIACH IIPUCHINIAHHASA KOE-TE XKENTHIMU JIUCTbMUA HEOCTEK-
N€HHas Bepanaa. Ha nosy jexanu KHUTH, LEJble TOPbl KHAT, — B OCHOBHOM TaKHX, KOTOpBIE yXke
MOTEPSUIM CBOM KHIKHBINA OOJHMK. Y OHUX OBUTH ITOXKENTEBIINE, HCK PUBJICHHbBIE CTPAHHUIIBL, y JPYTUX
HE XBaTaJIO CTPaHUII, TPEThU ObUIM Oe3 OOJIOKEK, a YeTBEPTHIE MOMPOCTY Pa3BATMBAJIVCH HA YaCTH.
Ho nomumo 0Ma M KHUI' CTpaHUYKE YIAJIOCh PasIIAAETh U elE Koe-4To... OroHs, MpUlalonvi B
KaMuHe!

Henonro nymasi, crpaHnyka 3a0uja TpeBOry:

— IIpocemaiitech, orons! Ilpockimaitech, OroHs !

Ho kuauru e€ nmubo He ciplimaind, MO0 He 0Opalnaii Ha He€ BHUMaHUeE.

CrpaHnuka He c1aBajiach — MPOIOIIKaIa UX OyauThb. M, HaKOHeII, KTO-TO OTKJIMKHYJICS:

— Tume to1! Yero packpuyanach?!

Omna oxujiana yBUIETh OHY U3 YBSJAIOIMX KHUT, HO IOJIOC XOTh U ObUT CTAPYECKUM, ITPUHA[I-
JIEKaJI COBCEM €EILE IOHOMY ITPOM3BEICHUIO.

— OroHp, — NOBTOpUJIa EMY OTIEJIBHO CTPAHUYKA, — HY’KHO YXOIUTb!

— Kyna? He cerongns, Tak 3aBTpa Hac BCE€ paBHO COXIYT. JINOO Mbl pa3MOKHEM NOJ JOXAEM
Y YrOOUM Ha CBAJIKY, €HIE€ XyALIyl0, YeM cBajKa UcTOpud. OroHb, rOBOPUIIb... 3TO XOPOLIO, YTO
oross... Jllonam Hy:xHO rperscs. Hactynaer xonogHoe BpeMs roja; ApoBa, 4au, ChIpOBaThle, a Yello-
BEK, He COTPEBILNCh, U KHUTY YATaTh HE CTaHeT. Tak 4To He IIyMH 371ech, MofyMaii-Ka, uTo OyJer,
€CJIM BCE BAPYT NPOCHYTCA. Takoy NOAHMUMETCS LIYM, UTO TOTa YK TOUYHO MPUIETCS YHOCUTD HOTH. . .

OxMHYB B3IVISIOM TOpbl KHWT, CTPaHUYKA PEIIMIA, YTO B YEM-TO ITOT IOHBIM CTAPUK IIPaB.
HukoMy 13 cTapbIx IpoU3BEIEHUN HET JIeNa 10 TOr0, YTO UMH OTOHb Pa3BOIAT.

— Ho BBI-TO, BBI COBCEM Be/ib €€ MOJIOZBI. . . 3a4E€M BaM JIEXKATh 371€Ch M K JaTh? — CKa3asa OHa.

— [otomy uTO GOJBINIE MHE KAATh HEYEro, — OTBETHII €l CTapuK. — f XOTh M MOJIOf, [1a BeK
MO# KOPOTOK. XOpOLIO €lI€, YTO JIeKY Cpey TAKMX MOITOB U MUcATesIed, KaK OHH, a TO Obl Belb
Y BOBCE B OIMHOYECTBE IIOMMpPATh ITPULLIOCh. Tak 4To, HE Melal crpaHnyka. Jlyuie cMoTpu, Kak
OrOHb I'OPUT.

— BuI uTO *)e, Tak M Oynere ceOs1 XOPOHUTH?.. — BHIOMpAsiCh W3-TIOJ 3aBaJia, CKazaua Jpyras
MoJIofiasi KHATa, KOTOPYIO pa3OyIuil pa3roBOp CTaprKa CO CTPAHMYKOM.

U kak Tonmpko OHa BHIOpanack, cpasy ke MpeCTaBUIach UM 0OOUM:

— 41 — Ckaska. Eciiu HaMm ¢ BaMU NPEACTOUT elE MOXUTb, IyCTh 3TO OyA€T MOUM MMEHEM.
Cnacu6o 6osbliioe, 4To pa3oyanim MeHs !

— Ckazka, — MPOM3HEC 33/[yMUMBO IOHBIA CTApUK. — SI-TO gyMal, CKa3KU He BHIOPACHIBAIOT. ...

— 39710 nouemy ? — COHHO IIPOU3HECIIA CTapasi KHUTa, Y€l ITOKOW HapyILlWIa CBOMMHU JIEUCTBUSAMU
Ckaska.

— Jla motoMy, — pazfaJics rojoc eme OqHOM I0HOM KHUTH, CITYCKAIOILENCS ¢ BEPIIMHBI TOPBI, —
YTO HY OJJHA JINTEPATypa TaK He BOCTPeOOBaHa BO BCSIKOE BpeMsl, KaK JeTCKast. DTO jKe JNEMEHTAPHO !
Kr0 1 Korga eme unraer KHUIM, Kak HA pOAMTENM CBOUM JETAM nepel cHoM! Brpodem, He crout
3a0bIBaTh O JOJSAX B OOLLECTBEHHOM TpaHcnopre! B jopore Mbl — HEMJIOX0e CPelCTBO OT CKYKH, U
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TEeM, KTO He TIOMaaeT Mo ONpe/ieNieHre «JeTCKast IMTepaTypa», MOTYy CKa3aTh, YTO ObITh «HETJIOXUM
CpeacTBOM» €IIE OUYeHb XOPOIIIO IIPY HBIHEIITHEM CIPOCe Ha HAC.

— Kro BBI? — ciipocuiia cTpaHMUKa.

— JleTeKTUBHBINA pOMaH, — PE/ICTABUJICS IOHOIIIA.

— A uMs y Bac ecTh? — ¢ moOonbITcTBOM crpocuia Ckaska, KOTopasi HEMHOTO TpyCTHJIa TI0
MOBOY TOTO, UTO Y HEe€ caMOi pyroro MMeHu He ObLIO.

— 3oBute Mens Xonmc! Mucrep Xommc!

— Tak BBl — nepensgaHHble Tpon3BeieHus capa Aprypa Konan-/oinsa?! — MHOro3HauuTesb-
HBIM TOHOM TPOTSIHYJI CTapHK.

Ho ero Bonpoc HEOkMJaHHO OTHSUT Y I0HOIIH BECh 33/10P.

— Ha ser xe. { BoBce He COOPHUK 3HAMEHUTHIX MPOU3BEIACHUI aHIIMIACKOro nucatens. 5 —
OOBIUHBIN JIETEKTUBHBII pOMaH, KaKMX MHOTO... [IpocTo MOl aBTOp € AETCTBa JIOOUT PAcCKasbl O
[lepnoke Xonmce, ¥ ero COOCTBEHHbII IEPCOHAX YEM-TO HATOMHUHAET JIOHAOHCKOTO CHIIIHKA.

— He yHbIBaiiTe, MOH Apyr, — OTBETUJI €My C IIOHMMaHUEM CTapHK. — Bbl Takoil He oguH. Bot
B3SITh XOTsI Obl MEHSI. .. $1, TOHUMaeTe Ji, BOGHHBIM POMaH. .. U BOT TOKe, HIKOMY, TIOUUTAii, B HaIlle
BpeMs He mpuroausics. Mol aBTop, yXe MOXUIJION YelOBEK, OYeHb XOTell, MoYeMy-TO, paccKas3arh
JHOSM O BOWHE (Yero em€ OHM He 3HaJM O He)... M-7a, Hy, TaKk BOT €ro poMaH HUKTO HE CTall
n3aaBath. Toraa oH pemmi u3aath ero 3a coOCTBeHHbIe coepexenus. U urto ke Bhuio? A HUYEro.
Bor nexy s 31ech U, s Ha OTOHb, AyMalo. 3psi CTApUK CTapajicsi, HUKOMY ero BOiHa, KpoMe Hero
Ia emé HECKOJIbKMX TaKKX ke, KaK OH, He Hy)KHa OKa3asiack. He moiimute HempaBUiIbHO, 51 BOBCE HE
CeprKych: HM Ha HEro, HA Ha KOTO JIPyroro 3a TO, YTO Takas y MeHs cyapb0a; Kakas-HUKaKas, a BCE K
cyabOa. C BaMu, Kak BUXKY, IPIMEPHO Ta e UCTOPUSI MTPUKITIOUMIACD.

— BbIXomuT, U3aTh KHUATY — 3TO MOJIeNa, HYXHO eIlE, YTOObl KTO-TO, KPOME CaMOro aBTopa,
e€ MoMoOwJI, — ¢ TOCKOIO Mporn3Hecaa Ckaska.

— Tebe-To kK yemy 00 3TOM OECIIOKOMTHLCS, — IPOBOPYAJT CTAPUK, — BaM, CKa3KaMm, JIBEPH Be3Jie
OTKpHITHL. Jla 1 16T He CUJIbHO-TO Pa300pPUYMBHI B KHUTAX, UM JIIOOOE TOAOMIET. ..

VYenpimas takue cnoBa, Cka3ka 3ariakadna.

— Cnaércs MHe, yBakaeMble. .. — Hadasl ObUIO XOJIMC, HO CTapUK MepeOuI ero.

— He «yBaxxaemblie». HUKTO HU Hac, HM €€ — Cy/isl 10 BCEMY — ITOKa elIE€ He yBaxkall.

— MHe kaxercsi, MOM JIOpOrue, — HeB3Upasi Ha MPUAUPKH CTApHKa, MPOJOIIKAT XOJIMC, — MBI
TepsieM 31ech Bpemsi. CTpaHW4YKa MpaBa. DTO JJIsi HUX OrOHb HUYEro He 3HAYMT, — YKa3al OH Ha
crapble MOTPENaHHbe KHUTH. Y KaXA0TO U3 HUX JIBOMHUKOB CTOJIBKO, YTO MX KU3HSIMHU U BIIPSIMb
HE rpex pajy Teruia B JOME MOXKePTBOBaTh. A BOT HAM C BaMH €ll€ BBISICHUThH MIPEICTOUT, KTO MBI,
Y HYXKHBI JIU MBI TOMY MUpY.

— U Kypa e Mbl OTHPaBUMCS 3TO BBISICHATH, MUCTEp XonMc?! — BooymieBuiach Ckaska.

— Mbi oTIipaBUMCSI, Mbl OTIIPABUMCH. .. — IyMasl Xoamc. — [aiite-ka mHe MunyTy. Hy)XHO mipo-
CTO BCIIOMHUTbD, KyJ]a HaM, KHUTaM, MOJKHO OTITPaBUTBCH. . .

— 1 cipimana 06 OJHOM TMOXHUJIOM OMOIHUOTEKape. .. ero enié Ha3bIBAOT KHUKHBIM TICUXOJIO-
T'OM. .. — BCTIOMHMHAJIa BMECTE C HUM CTPaHMUKA.

— Hy, pasymeertcsi, 310 1 ecTh oTBeT Ha Borpoc! Mbl uaém B OMOIMOTEKY! — BIOXHOBHIICS
uzaeei Xommc.

Ho crapuk, yXMbUIbHYBIIMCh, CKa3aJ:

— JlymaeTte, BBl CMOXETe CaMOCTOSITEIbHO HaliTh jopory? He 3a0biBaiiTe: BbI — KHUTH, a HE
JHOIM. A eclv M HaliJIETe, BO YTO Bbl K TOMY BpEMEHU MpeBpaTuTech? M KTO Bac rpsI3HBIX M IOPBAHHBIX
MOCTaBUT Ha OMOIMOTEYHBIE TTOJIKH?

Ckaska, KOTOPO# CTpaIHO OBUIO TaKOe JIake MPEICTaBUTh, BHOBb 3arpyCTHJIA.

— W gro Gyzer ¢ Hamu, eciv BCE TaK U CIIyYUTCS?.. — TUXO MPOU3HECHIA OHA.

— M5l BMecTe npofoKUM My Thb, — HalllIa 715 He€ OTBET CTPaHWYKa.
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— B HuKyna, — mpoTSAHYJ ¢ YyBCTBOM O€3bICXOIHOCTHU CTApUK, — Bbl OyleTe MpOAoIKaTh UATU
B HUKYJIA — IO TeX TOp, MoKa He cTaHeTe OecpopMeHHON MacCoM. . .

— A KaK ThI, CTpaHWYKA, Y3HaJIa, 00 STOM 0COOEHHOM OMOIMoTeKape? — cripocuii X0JIMC, OTBJIe-
KasCh M 3a071HO OoTBJIeKass CKa3Ky U CTPaHUUYKY OT MPayHOI KapTUHbI, HAPUCOBAHHOM CTAPUKOM.

Crpanuuka 3aayManach.

— MoxeT ObITh, BETEp. .. — MPEANOIOKUIA OHA, — MOXKET ObITh, 3TO OH MHE paccKasall...

— Berep? — ¢ HemoymeHueM mpousHec X0IMC, — Kak MOXKET BETep UTO-TO paccKasarh. ..

— Moxer, — ckazan Bapyr crapuk. — S Toxe moomo ciymars Betep. [IpaBaa, MHe Bcé Oorblie
YyASTCS B HEM OTTOJIOCKU BOMHBI. . .

— Pa3 Tak, TOT, KTO Bac Hamucas, BJIOXKWI B Bac OyIIy, — 3aMeTHJI XOJIMC, — TyMaiite ceoe,
YTO YTOAHO, MOW IOHBIN M OMHOBPEMEHHO CTapblil JPYT, HO BBl JOJKHBI TIOWTHU U TOMBITATh CUACTbS
BMecTe ¢ Hamu. Y MHe ToyeMy-To KaxeTcsl, B ITTyOMHe Bac yXe CO3pesio TaKoe pellicHue.

Crapuk Ha 3TOT pa3 mpomordail. [1o BeIpakeHHIO ero JIMIA CTajio sCHO: XOJIMC He OImuroOCs.

OHnu yxe coOpauch UATH, KaK BAPYT YSH-TO TOJIOC MPOU3HEC:

— A xro BbI? KTO Hanmcan Bac?..

[TpumepHO TaMm ke, r1ie HeIaBHO Jiexkal MUCTEep XOJIMC, CTOsiJIa BO BECh POCT MOJIOfIasi KHUTa
B TEMHOM C TAMHCTBEHHBIM PUCYHKOM 00510%kKe. E€ Borrpoc ObUT aipecoBaH CTpaHUUKE.

— OTKyza cTpaHMYKa MOXET 3TO 3HaTh, — OTBETUJI BMECTO CTPAHUYKHU cTapuk. — OHa ke He
KHHTA, a TOJIBKO. .. — HO HEe 3aKOHYUJI CBOIO MBICTIb, HE XKeJjlast OOUIETh CTPAaHUUKY.

— W Bcé xe. .. Kaxercs, 310 BbI 31€Ch Bcex pazOyanau. OTKyaa B Bac CTOJBKO. .. — HE3HAKOMeEIT
MOIBICKUBAJI CJIOBO, — KU3HEHHON CHJIBI?

— W npaBna, ecnu Ol He ThI, — cka3aia Cka3ka, — Mbl Obl TPOJOJIKAIIH CIIaTh ¥ TPE3UTh KasK bl
O CBOEM. ..

— ¢ He 3Hat, — CKa3aja UM B OTBET CTpaHUYKa. — Ho MHe X0Tetoch Obl 3TO y3HATH. ..

— $IcHO OfHO, BBl — YACTUIIA KAKOTO-TO XYHAOKECTBEHHOTO MPOU3BE/ICHUS, — CIIyIIaTh BETEP
— He caMoe TIOCJIe/IHee 3aHATUE Pa3Be UTO JIJIS XyAOKHHUKA, OyATO OBl TAKOTO, KOTOPHIA OMUCHIBAET
BOIHY, — pa3MBbIILIsLT X0JIMC, — HO CJIOBO BOMHA B Bac HE Pe30HUPYET, ITO YyBCTByeTCs cpazy. U,
COBEpIIIEHHO TOYHO, BbI HE SIBJISIETECHh OJIHOUM U3 HUX, — CJIEJIAJ OH eIlI€ OHO 3aKJII0UEeHUE, UMes B BULY
pa3dpocaHHbIe TIOBCIOY KHIJKHBIE CTpaHMIIBL. — Kakoro MMeHHO MpOM3BEICHUS] — 9TO MPEJACTOUT
BBISICHUTb. YBbI, KHUTH YUATaTh APYT Apyra He MoryT. [loatomy Ham npuaercst uiaru.

— A He CKaxeTe JIM Ham, JTI0Oe3HbIIA, KTO BBl TAKOH, WM TaKasi? — OTOPBABIIIKCH OT pa3MBbIIILIe-
HUH, 3371 XO0JIMC BCTPEUHBIN BOIPOC HE3HAKOMILY, WJIM HE3HAKOMKE.

Knura He coriia, a CripbirHy/ia ¢ TOPbl, YTO TOBOPHJIO O OOJIbIIIel BEPOSATHOCTH TOTO, UTO €€
aBTOp — MYyXKUHMHa.

— 1 — KHUra 0 Maruu, BepHee o XM3HEHHOM IYTH, CB3aHHOM ¢ Hel. Mar! 3oBute MeHs Tak!
N g nemepnienHo uay ¢ Bamu!

— Mar? — nepecnpocuii ¢ yXMbLJIKOUW CTapUK, KOTOPbI HEJIOBEPUYMBO OTHOCHIICS K IPOU3BE/Ie-
HUSIM C SIPKON Y HEOOBIYHOM BHEITHOCTBIO. — 3BYYHUT, KaK MakK.

— XopoI11o, 4To MpoOyKaaio B BaC ’KU3HEHHbBIC UYBCTBA, HO BCE-TAKH MOIPOIITY BaC IO BO3ZMOXK-
HOCTH MPABUJILHO MPOU3ZHOCUTH MOE UMSI.

— K Tomy 3xe, nepen BaMu KeHIIUHA, — 3aMeTUJ1 XOJIMC.

— Xenumna?! — ynuBuics CTapuk.

— Nmenno, — nonreepauiia Mar.

— Ho... kak Bbl y3Ha/11, X0/IMC, 4TO 3TOT Mar — xeHnmHa?

— O4eHsp npocTOo, BbI pa3Be HE CIIBIIINTE?

— Tlo romocy? Yto %, — cKa3aJl CTApuK, — B TAKOM CJiy4ae, Tak U ObITh, 0OeIal OoJbIle He
Ha3bIBaTh BAC MAKOM.

— A Kak Besiuath Bac? — cripocuia y Hero Mar. — Kakertcsi, Bl €TMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HE Ha3BaJl
CBOETO UMEHH. ..
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Crapuk OTBEpHYJICS U C TPYCTHIO B I'OJIOCE TIPOU3HEC:

— IToromy, 4TO y MEH$ €ro Her.

— Y kaxpaoro ectb MMsi. BBIBAIOT clly4yau, KOrga HaM He JIAI0T €ro MpH POKAEHUH, HO TOTJa MBI
HasbIBaeM cedst caMu, Kak 3710 caenana Ckaska, — ckazajia Ha 3To Mar.

— Toraa nmyctb y Mens Oyznet ums Tom.

— A nouemy Tom? — cripocuit Xonmc.

— 3TO He MyKCKOe UMsl, @ YaCTh MIPOU3BEICHUS, — OOBSCHIII CTAPUK.

— Ho, HackombKo 51 ycrien Bac y3HaTh, pOMaH, KOTOPBIM BHI SIBJISIETECh, HE JISTUTCS HA TOMA. .. —
CKasaJl XOJIMC.

— 41 3Ha10, HO, KaK ¥ MHOTMM KHHIaM, — OCOOEHHO TeM, Y KOro He COBCEM OIpe/eieHHAsT KOH-
IIOBKa, — MHE OBl XOTEJIOCh UMETh MPOIOIKEHHE.. . .

Bonblile HY OHA KHUTA HE U3bSIBIIA KeJIaHWe TIPHCOSAMHNUTBCS K MX KoMmnanuu. Ha rmpo3By-
YaBIIMI HAIOCJIEIOK MPU3BIBHBIN BO3IIaC X0JIMCa KTO-TO 3€BHYJI, KTO-TO OTBETHUJI COHHBIM Oypua-
HueMm. U Bc€, Hu 3BYyKa Oosbinie. [lom crat.
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Jlonroi i1, KOPOTKOM Jiv ObLIIa MX IOPOTra — HUKTO He 3HaeT. [la 1 caMu KHUTHM BaM 9TOT'O He CKa-
XKYT, Bellb, B OTJIMYME OT JIIOJEH, TOMHST OHU TOJIBKO HanboJee sipkue MOMEHTHI ku3HH. [Toyemy? —
cripocute Bbl. HaBepHOe, MOTOMY, YTO MHOTOUHCIIEHHBIE €€ TOIPOOHOCTH, KOTOPhIe HAM C BaMU BpPsi[
71 ObUTO OBl MHTEPECHO YMTATh, OTCYTCTBYIOT B MIX CONICpP/KaHHU.

Ho BoT Briepeau 4TO-TO 3aMENBTEIIMIIO, 3alIYMENO, a MOTOM Nepel IMYyTHUKAMU BBIpOCHA
OrpOMHasl CTEHa.

— Yo 3710, MUCTEp X0MC? — € TpeBoror npousHecna Ckaska.

OnbITHBIN AETEKTUB U caM He 3Hal. Ho, coxpaHss CIIOKOWCTBHE, IBITAJICS HAUTH OTBET HA
BOIIPOC.

— Iloxoxe, Mbl KEM-TO MJIM YEM-TO OKPY/KEHBI, — BBIPa3UJI CBOE olyeHue Tom.

— Tak cnoxHO onpefennTsh, — ckasana Mar, — Mbl Be[lb HE MOKEM, KaK JIIOIW OPUEHTUPOBATHCS
BO BHeIllIHeM Mupe. HykHo, yToObI cTpaHruKy NogH:1 BeTep. C BbICOTHI OHA BCE pa3IISIAUT U CKaXeT,
i€ Mbl HAXOIUMCS.

— Xopomwas uzaed, — nogaepxan noHadany Mar Xonme. Ho 3arem, nogymas, yCOMHWICS: —
Tonbko, 60I0Ch, HIYEro He MOTyYHTCS. . .

— Ecnm BeTep nogHUMET CTpaHUUKY, IUIIK: ITponasio. OHa K Ham OoJiblie He BEPHETCS, — 03BY-
YWJI €TO MBICIb TOM.

Ho crpanunuka yxe no3posiwiia BETpy NOIXBaTUTh ceOA. M B clieqylomuil MUT OYyTHJIACh
BBICOKO-BBICOKO HaJl 3¢MJIEN.

— Bot u Bc€, — 00Opeuy€HHO BBIIOXHYJI CTapUK, KOTOPHI C HEKOTOPOrO BPEMEHM CTall OYEHb
TEIUI0 OTHOCHTBCS K CTpaHWYKe, — HaM OoJibllle e€ He YBHAETb... Huuero He ckaxelb, Xoporas
ObUIa Mesl. . .

KHuru 3acteuiy, cTaim CIOBHO HEKMBbIE, MOJTYa HAOMI0Aast 3a TEM, KaK BeTep HOCUT B BBIIIVHE
CTPaHUYKY.

[lepBoii oxuia Mar:

— Her, He Bc€, — mocMoTpure, OHa Bo3Bpauiaercs!

VYcnpimas 310, OCTaIbHBIE TOXKE IPUILLIA B ABUKEHUE.

— 1 npasna, — npousnéc Tom, He Bepsl CBOMM IIa3aM, — BO3BPAILAETCA. . .

W crpannuka ToTYac IJIaBHO OMYCTUJIAaCh Ha 3eMil0 Bodse HuX. Cka3ka Opocuiach K Hel U
HaKpbUIa e€ coOOM, Tak Kak Oosulach, YTO BETEp MOXKET HajleTeTh CHOBa. [IpeObIBaommii B BOCTOP-
’KEHHBIX 4yBCTBaxX XOJIMC CKa3aJl:

— Mos munas, kak Bam 9T0 yIa€rcs!? Bel TOJIBKO 4TO HapyIIWIIM 3aKOHbI (DU3HUKH, BEIb KpalHE
MaJIOBEpOSITHO, YTO BETEP MOT JOCTABUThH BaC B TOUHOCTH B TO K€ MECTO, Ie nogoopa!

A Towm, ubst 00JIOKKa JIaKe TTOCBET/IeNa OT PaJOCTH, HCTIBITAN IIPUIMB FOPIOCTH 32 CTPAHMUKY.

— 4 yBuzena ropog, — gaja cTpaHMYKa OTBET HA BOJHYIOIIMAN BCEX BOITPOC.

—T'opon? I'opox. .. Hy, pazymeeTcs, — 3anIbIBas B CBS3aHHBIE C 3TUM CJIOBOM BOCIIOMUHAHUS,
MPOU3HEC XOJIMC.

Cran BcriomuHate 1 Tom. Ho nepen HUM TO M A€10 BO3HMKala MpayHas KapTHHa ropoja,
pa3pyLIEHHOrO BOMHOM.

— 41 3Ha10, YTO TaKOE rOPOJ! — € PaJOCTHBIM YyBCTBOM ITpon3Hecsa CKa3ka. — TO MHOI'O JIIOJEN
Y MHOTO KHMT!

— He Ton1bKO0 KHUT, MOSI JOpOTasi, — PO3BYYaJl POBHBIN, MOKET ObITh, Ja’ke HEMHOT'O IeYaJIbHbIN
rosioc Xonmca, — IIPaBUJIbHEE CKa3aTh: B HEM MHOTO BCETO, B TOM YMCJIE Y HAC, KHMUT ...

— [Noxoxe, cioma HaM ¥ HyKHO ObLITO IPUIATH, — CKazana Mar.

— He coBcem noHnMaro. .. moyeMy UMEHHO clofa? — ¢ J0JIe COMHEHUS crTpocuil Tom.

— bubnmoreka HaxoouTCS 37€Ch, — MOSICHUJIA CTPAHIYKA.
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n IIYTHUKU, 60p§ICb CO CBOMMHU CTpaXxaMH WU COMHCHHUSAMMU, NBHUHYJIHUCH OAJIBIIC, HABCTPEUY
HEU3BECTHOCTU OOJIBILIOTO ropoja.

Bokpyr Hux kunena xussb. [llymHas1, conepskarasi B ce0e MHOKECTBO BElllel — 3HAKOMBIX U
HE3HAKOMBIX — OHA BUJEJIACh UM MOJHON OnacHocTed. Bopiie Bcero KHUrM OOSJIUCH TOrO, UTO €8
CTPEMUTEJIbHBIE TTOTOKHU B JIIOOOKM MOMEHT MOTYT MX pa3nydyuTh. CKa3zka OT cTpaxa He MOoIja Jaxke
CMOTpETh IO CTOPOHAM, U JyMajia O TOM, Kakod OHa OblIa IJIYMOM, KOrja BOCTOPrajiach rOpPOAOM.
Huckonbko He mydriie gyyBcTBoBal cedst Tom, — emMy yke He rpe3uiach BOMHA — OH ObUT YBEpEH, UTO
OKasaJicsl Ha BoiiHe. [lofaBieHHbIM BbINIsIEI U XOJIMC, IOTOMY Kak He MOHUMAJl, YTO IPOUCXOAUT
BOKDYT, HE yClieBaJl 3aMevarh. Mar BHellIHe Oblla CIIOKOWHA, HO OHA TOXe TepeknBaia, — XOTs, KakK
Y CTpaHWYKa, MepekuBaia OOJIbIe O APYTUX.

— Hawm Hy)HO ocTaHOBUTbCS. Hy’KHO HAliTH TUXOE MECTO, YCIIOKOMTHCSI U TIepeJOXHY Th, — 00pa-
THJIACh KO BCEM CTPaHMYKaA.

— Tuxoe mecto? Ho rie 31ech MOKHO HallTh TUXOE MecTo?! — B oTUassHuM rpedbiBaia Ckaska.

— Hawm Hy’XHO MTH, OCTaHABJIMBAThCSI HENb3s1, €CJIM OCTAHOBUMCSI, MOXKEM ITOTMOHYTh, — CKa3all
Tom, BOKpYT KOTOPOTO PBAJIMCh CHAPSIIBI U JTIOAU CXOIIIUCH B PYKOIAIITHOM 00I0.

— CrpaHunuka rnpasa, Hy’)kHO OCTAHOBUTBCS1, — PELIUTENILHO Ipon3Hecaa Mar.

— A 4ro ckaxere Bbl? — oOparriach Ckaska K Xomcy, Ha Yel ONbIT Mojaraiach OOJbIIe BCEro.

— BepHo, — ckazan Xonmc. — HyxHo octaHoBUTBCs. TOMBKO MCKaTh TUXO€ MECTO He Oyiem, —
Ha 9TO MOXET YWTH HEMaJIO BpeMeHH! U ciil. Ham Hy)XHO MpOCTO MepeBecTH AbIXxaHKe, MOIpoOOBaTh
CITOKOWHO Pa300paThCs B TOM, UTO TIPOUCXOJIUT.

— Ha BoiiHe Tak cedst He BeIyT, MOU JpyT, — 3aMeTHI emy Tom.

— Mexay TeM, 4yero Mbl He TIOHUMaeM, K 4YeMy He TIPUBBIKJIA U BOMHOM eCTh OOJIbIIIAs Pa3HUIIA,
Mo Jipyr! — mapupoBai ero 3amedanvie Xonamc. M Tom, kak Okl HA OBUIO €My CJIOKHO MTPUHSITH TAKOE
MHEHHE, BCE ke TOMYCTUJI, YTO XOJIMC MPaB.

KHUTM OCTAaHOBUJIMCH ¥ BHICTPOUJIMICh BKPYT, YTOOBI BUJETh U CIIBIIIATH TOIBLKO JPYT JpyTa.

— Ha 3TOT 1rymHBII ¥ TIONBUKHBIA MUP SIBHO MOKHO CMOTPETh MHa4Ye! — ¢ YyBCTBOM U yBe-
PEHHOCTBIO TOBOPHJT XOJIMC, CTPEMSICh IIPHOOOAPHTH py3ei: — DTO JIUIIb JeJI0 MPUBLIYKU. BOKpyr
HAC He MPOUCXOUT HUKAKUX BOEHHBIX AEHCTBHIA. JIIoM HE CXOASTCS B pyKOIAITHOM 0010, a IIPOCTO
B OOJIBIIIOM KOJMYECTBE UIYT B pasHble CTOPOHBI. Haj HaMu He JeTaloT HUKaKue Myl U CHApsIbl,
9TO MPOCTO aBTOMOOUJIM — B OOJIBIIIOM TOPOJIe UX MHOTO, — M eI¢ u3peaKa B HeOe MOXKeT Mporpe-
METb MACCAKUPCKUN CAaMOJIET. A KpOME TOTO... 3/1eCh CTOJIbKO BCEBO3MOXKHBIX KHUI, Ia3eT U Kyp-
HAJIOB, KOTOpbIE, B OTJIMUME OT HAC, HE UCIIBITHIBAIOT HUKAKOTO CTpaxa, — MpelcTaBbTe cede: B 3Ty
caMyio MUHYTY OHH MIPECTIOKOMHO ceOe MOEKMBAIOT Ha IMOJIKax Mara3uHoB. Ceituac Obl OHH BIOBOJIb
MOCMESUTUCh HaJl HAMU.

— He BUKy B 3TOM HUYETO CMENIHOIO, — XMYPO Mpou3HEC ToMm.

— a, TeI ITpaB, 3TO HE CMEIIIHO, — ojepxkaia ero Mar. — Ho, o cytu, XoJiMc roBOpUT ITpaBAy.
ITOT MHp HE TaK OIAceH, Kak HaM KaxXeTcsl, Mbl MOKEM BOCIPUHMMATh €r0 MHaye.

— Hy’xHO IpocTO HEMHOTO MO0k IATh, M, €CJIF MbI 3TOTO XOTUM, BCE CaMO COO0I0 U3MEHUTCS], —
cKazaja CTpaHWYKa.

N nocrne e€ cnoB Mexay APY3bsIMHU BOLIAPUIIOCH TTOJTHOE COIIACHE.

OHnu cTosIM Tak, MoKa He ceto cosHile. C HACTYIUIeHMEeM TUIIMHBI U TTOSIBJICHUEM 3BE3]1 B HeOe
CTpax OKOHYATEJbHO MX IMOKMHYI; a Ha €r0 MECTe BO3HHUKJIO YYBCTBO, UTO 3aBTPa OHU ITPOCHYTHCS B
HOBOM J1J151 ce0si MUpe, KOTOPBIi BO MHOTOM OyJZIeT He TIOXOK Ha TOT, YTO OHH BUJIENTU CETO/IHSI.
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3

Tomy nonro He criajock. XOTs clioBa XoJIMca U yOeAMIN ero, BCSIKUIA pa3, KOIja OH MbITaJICS
MIOTPY3UTHCS B COH, IIPEBPALLIAJICS B COJIIaTa, KOTOPOMY CO BCEX CTOPOH Yrposkalia OMacHOCTb, U OT
OYepeHOTrO B3pbIBA WJIM yiapa, B3paruBai 1 npoceinajics. He cMmbikana rma3z Mar. Ho 6ecconnunia
e€ He My4nJia, POCTO € He XOTeJIOCh CaTh, M OHA BCE IIIsieN1a Ha 3BE3/1bl. A nepesi X0JIMCOM BCTallo
CTOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, YTO HU O KAKOM CHE He MOIJIO ObITh U peud. bosiack ycHyTh CKa3ka: 4To eci,
KOTJJa OHA MPOCHETCS, HE YBUIUT CBOMX Jpy3ei? Uro eciu, moka oHu OyayT ciaTh, KTO-TO WM YTO-
TO pa3ny4ut ux? YUto craHer JenaTh OHa B 3TOM HE3HAKOMOM MUpe, Oyayuu oguHoKon? CTpamiHo
ceOe npeacTaBuTh... Eil Tak X0Tenock, 4TOObI KTO-TO YCIIOKOMJI €€, paccKas3all el CKa3Ky WM Criel
KOJIbIOebHYI0. VI TYT psiioM ¢ Heil cesla CTpaHUYKa, KOTOPOM He CHajloch MOTOMY, YTO HE CHaJIOCh
HUKOMY.

— Munas cTpaHuuKa, XOTh Thl BCETO JIMIIb CTPAaHWYKA, U HE 3HAClllb HU CKA30K, HU NECeH,
BEpIO B TO, YTO Thl HEOOBIKHOBEHHas!, BomeOHast! U, ecm tebe BOAPYr 4TO-HUOYIb BCIIOMHUTCH,
PacCKaky WM CIIOM 3TO MHe, — norpocuia e€ Ckaska.

Pasymeercsi, crpaHnyka Oblia BCEro JIMIIb CTPAHUYKOW U HE 3HaJla HM CKa30K, HU IeCeH, HO,
B TO K€ BpeMsl, eil OYeHb XOTeJIOCh TOMOYb Apyry. OHa norsjena BOKpYr, Morsaena Ha 3BE3JHOe
He0O0, Ha MUHYTY 3aJyMaach, a IOTOM THXOHBKO 3arena:

3B€3HasA HOYb. BOoKpyr ThMHa.

B HeOe cenast HaM CBETUT JIyHa.

[Ipowmén nonrum neHb, N03aau TPYAHbIN Iy Th.
I1yTHUKY HYXHO IIpUjIeYb, OTIOXHYTb.

Cnm, 1o6past Ckaska, mycTh CHUTCS TeOe
CusiHue 3B€3]1 B HOUHOM IITyOnHe
I'ne-To Ha HUX TOXE CKA3KM KUBYT,

U no Houam k ceGe B roCcTH HAC KIYT.
EcTb y TEX cka30Kk CBOM MaJ€HbKUWA JOM, —
Tuxo 1 MUPHO, U BECEJIO B HEM.

Bugen B okolllke TaMHCTBEHHBIN JIEC;
Mup BOKpYT HOJIOH 3arafiok, 4yjaec, —
U xuTens 3B€311bI B HETO TTOTA/IAET,

Kak TosIbKO CKa3Ky YMTaTh HAYMHAET.
Cnit 1oOpasi KHUTA, ITyCTh CHUTCS Tebe
COH, YTO ITIOMOXET COBITHCS MEYUTE;
[IycTh mociie HOYM CIOKOMHOM U SICHOM,
B 4eii-To 10M THI BOUOEID
HonroxganHoo CKa3KOM.

Korna necns 3akoHumiach, Ckaska modnarogapuiia CTpaHUIKy M CHOKOHHO ycHysa. Heoxwu-
JaHHO NpUILEN coH U K Tomy. [TouyBcTBOBaB, UTO HUKTO U3 JIpy3ei OOJIbIE HE UCTIBITBIBAET TPEBOTY,
CTpaHM4YKa ycTpounack Bozjie CKa3Ky, MPUKPBLIACH €10, YTOOBI BETEp CIIy4alHO e€ He YHEC, U TOKe
NOTpy3HJIach B COH.

Ho no-npe:xxHeMy He cnanock Xonmcy. C HOBOH CHJION Mepesi HUM BCTal BOIPOC: KTO TaKast
crpaHruka? «OOBIKHOBEHHBIE CTPAHUIIbI HE PA3rOBAPUBAIOT U MECEH He MOI0T, — pacCykAajl OH, — Aa
YTO TaM IECHH, KOrJa B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM CTPAHMIIBI — TO JIMIIb YACTHUKU KHUT, M 0e3 caMux
KHUT HUYEero co0Oi He Mpe/CTaBIIsAIoOT. ['a3eTsl, XKypHaisl U Te nonyxusble. Cka3Kka TOBOPUT O BOJI-
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1e0CcTBe, HO TOJIBKO CKA3KW B BOJIIIEOCTBO M BepsAT. [JIst BCeX OCTaJIbHBIX JII00as Belllb UMEeT CBOE
00BbsICHEHNE, ¥ BOIIIEOCTBO B TOM uncie». OIHAKO, HU OfVH U3 HAWJEHHBIX UM OTBETOB ITOJIHOCTHIO
ero He yIoBJIeTBOpWI. Bripoyem, Xoamc ObLT TOMY Jaxe pajl, Beb PACKPHITh TalHY BOJIIIEOCTBA
CJTUIIIKOM OBICTPO TOXE HE XOTeJIOCh ObI — IyCTh OHA eIlE MOoOyNIeT TalHOW. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH Tak
Y YCHYJI, CIIpaIluBasi — TOJBKO yke He y celsl, a y 3B€311 U JIyHBI, — KTO ke Takasi 3Ta CTpaHWUKa.

A Mar Bcé cmoTpesna B HOuHOe HeOo u qymMania. OHa aymaiia O TOM, Kak He3HAYUTEJIbHbI OHH,
YEeThIPe HUKOMY He U3BECTHbIC KHUTY U CTPAHUYKA, B 3TOM OrpoMHOM Mupe! U, B TO ke Bpemsl, Kakoe
YyJI0, YTO ITOT MHUpP He odomencs 6e3 Hux! CJIOBHO OTKJIMKAsICh HA € MbICTIb, 3alliesiecTesia BOKPYT
Mar tpaBa. «/, KOHeuHO, He TOJIFKO Oe3 Hac, — CKa3ajla TpaBe KHHra, — 6e3 KaJI0h TpPaBUHKH, 0e3
KaXJO0ro KamMelllka v MeCYuHKU. Mbl Bce U ecTh 9TOT OTrpOMHBIN, YAUBUTEIbHBIA MUP!»
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MHoro J1 BpeMeHM MPOLUIO € TOro Yaca, Kak MMyTHUKYU YCHYJIHA, MaJIO JIX — HEU3BECTHO, — HO
NpOOYAMIINCH OHU B COBEPIIEHHO APYTOM MecTe.

Bmecto HeGa Ha/l HUMU BBICUJICS CBOYATHIN MOTOJIOK. BMECTO iepeBbeB U TpaB UX OKPYKaJIH
JIOIY U KHWUTH.

I[MepBoe, 4TO MCTIBITAIIH APY3bsI TOCTIE MTPOOYKICHHS, ITO YyBCTBO TPeBOrH. Besib He3HakoMast
00CTaHOBKa MpEek/e BCEro MOIIa 03Ha4aTh TO, YTO OMaceHus ux cObumch. Ho yxke B ciemyiomuii
MUTI OHU BCTPETUJIMCH B3MJIAJOM JPYT C APYTOM, IIOHSUIM, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX HE MOTEepsAICs, U TPEBOra
OTCTYIHUJIA.

— I'me mMbI? — ciipocuiia, npuxons B usymienue, Ckaska.

— Bo3moxkHO Tawm, 171e 1 IOIKHBI ObLIM OKa3aThesl, — OTBevasn ToM, 3aJaBIIMiics TOYHO TAKUM
K€ BOIPOCOM.

— DTo KHIKHAs sipMapka, — Aan Oosee onpenenéHHbli oTBeT Xonmc. — He OGubnmoreka,
KOHEYHO, — HE JIOM JUIsl KHWT, a TOJIBKO TOCTUHMILIA, HO, TEM HE MEHEE... U3 BCETO, YTO MOIJIO HAcC
0XMJaTh, TAKOW BapUaHT NPEACTABIIACTCA OJHUM U3 JTyYIIUX.

— Kakoe xe cyacTbe, 4To Hac He pa3inydnin! — ¢ 4yBcTBOM IpousHeca Ckaska.

— B 11e110M He yIMBUTENBHO, — OTBEYAJI €1 Ha 3TO XOJIMC. — BOonpoc y MeHs BBI3BIBAET TOJIBKO
TO, KaK OKa3aJsach 3[ech CTpaHn4Ka. [lodyeMy e€ He BRIOPOCHIIN, YTO OOBIYHO JIEJIAIOT C OT/IeIbHBIMU
CTpaHULIAMH, a [IPUHECIIU CI0Jla BMECTE C HaMu !

Ckaska ¢ 0ecrioKOICTBOM MOCMOTpeJia Ha CTPAHWYKY, Kak OyATO Ta, OT TOro, YTO He JIOJIKHA
Obl1a 371eCh OKA3aThCsl, MOIJIA ceiyac ke UCYE3HYTh.

Crpannuka BbInIsAea 3a0yMunBoid. OHa M camMa HUYEro He NOHUMaJIa.

— 4 3na10, — ckazana Mar. — ToT, KTO HalI€EN Hac, Ha4Yal MeHs 4nTarh. Kaxkercs, g 3auHTepe-
COBaJla €ro, NOTOMY 4TO, IIPOYTS HECKOJIBKO CTPAHUL, OH BJIOKWJI B MEHS 3aKJIAJIKY.

— WM 3aknagkoy nmociykuia CTpaHWYKa, — JOCKa3all BMecTo He€ XomimMc. — Kak ke s He jora-
nasics cpasy!

— U1 kakoBO 310, OBITh YNTAEMOI? — C MIHTEPECOM U, OAHOBPEMEHHO, TOCKOIO clipocuil y Mar
Tom.

Ho Tyt B ux pasrosop BMenagach NOCTOPOHHSAS KHUTA!

— 3aueM cripammBarh? CKOpo camu BCE y3HaeTe.

— Boo6me-To, Musteiimii — He 3Halo, Kak Bac BEJIMYaTh — 3TOT BOMPOC s 33/1J1 CBOEMY APYTY,
a cTasio OBITh, OTBET XOTEJ MOITYYUTh OT HEro, — CAesal el 3aMedanue Tom.

Hesznakomka 3amonmyana. Ho Mar 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 He ycrena OTBETUTh TOMy, Tak KaKk BHE3AITHO
3aroBOPWJIM JIpyrue KHUTH, HaXOAMUBIIKECs MoO0au30cTy. [ToaHsICS HeBepOATHBIN IIyM.

— 3roro 51 1 6osucs, — ¢ Jocaaou mponsHEc Xonmc. — KTo Obl cTaim coMHeBaThCs, YTO KHUTH, B
OOJIBIIMHCTBE CBOEM, — BOILIOLIEHUS croKoMcTBUA. OJJHaKO, KaK TOJbKO BO3HUKAET KAKOU-HUOYIb
CIIOp — BBl BUIIUTE CAMH, — Y MHOTHX U3 HUX IPOOYKAAETCs XKeJaHHe BHICKAa3aThCsl, NOKPUTUKOBATS.
Xopolo emg, 4To UX IIyM He JOHOCHTCS JI0 JIOEH, — 9TO ObI Te MOIJIM O HUX TOAyMaTh ..

He Bce kauru yciplmanu cioa XouMca, HO Te, KTO UX YCJIBIIIAJ, TOTYAC 3aMOIYaIIN.

— HaBepHoe, UX MOXHO MOHATH, — cKaszal ToM. — EciM ¢ KHUraMu He NPOUCXOAUT Kakas-
HUOY/Ib UCTOPUSI, OHHU MOYTH BCE BPEeMs MOTUAT. A TyT y HUX HOSIBUJICS TIOBOJ, [TOTOBOPHUTb. . .

— A Kakas ucTopus, MO3BOJIBTE CIIPOCUTB, MPUKIIOUNIACH C BaMU? — 3aJajla BOIIPOC APY3bsM
MoJya HaOJTo/IaBIlast 32 HUIMU KHUTA C IPEACTaBUTEIbHON BHEIIHOCTBIO.

ToM KOpOTKO nepeckas3al HE3HAKOMILY UX UCTOPHIO.

— He BO3bMY B TOJIK, — CKa3aJl, BHUMATEJIbHO BBICIIYIIIAB €10, HE3HAKOMEL, — KaK e TaK IOoJy-
YUJIOCh, YTO C MIOMOILBIO BaC COOMPAJIMCh pa3BOAUTb OroHb? KOHeYHO, MHOIAA 3TO Cily4yaeTcs co CTa-
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pbIMU K3eMIUIsIpami. .. Ho BriepBble Cribliiry, 4TOObI TOJOOHOE HECUacThe €/1Ba He TIOCTUIIIO HOBBIE
KHUTH.

— Yro %, BEpOATHO, BpEMEHa MEHSIOTCS, — CKa3asl eMy XOJIMC, KOTOpOMY ceiluac TOke MoKa-
3aJ10Ch CTPAHHBIM, YTO TAKOE MOIJIO CITyYUThCS.

— U cHOBa MHE He MOHATHO: YTO Bbl UMEETE B BUJLy, KOIJJa TOBOPUTE, YTO BpEMEHA MEHSIOTCS?

— Ionro pacckasbiBath. M, 00I0Ch, €Cliv Jaxe pacCcKaxy, Bbl BCE paBHO He TIOMMETE, — OTBETHII
XonMc, He UCTIBITHIBAS JKeJTaHUsI IPOJOJIKATh pa3roBop ¢ He3HaKOMol kHUroi. Ho Ta He orcrynana.

— BoI XoTHTEe MeHs1 00uIeTh? — ¢ YKOPU3HOU Npor3Hecia oHa. — [lodyemy s He moimy?..

— DT0 BOBCE He OOMIHOE 3aMevaHue, a, Ckopee, KOMIUIMMEHT, — cKas3all el XOJMc, — CyAs 10
BCEMY, BbI BIIOJIHE YCIIEIIIHBI, B BAC €CTh BCE HEOOXOAUMOE IJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBOPUTH CITPOC
COBPEMEHHOI0 uuTaTessi. Mbl e — COBCEM HE TaKUe.

— Moii apyr npocTo Xo4er cKa3aTh, YTO MHOTMM KHUIaM B TeMEepelIHee BpeMsl HEJIETKO HalTu
CBOETO UUTaTesl, — HAIIEN BOBMOXHOCTb BKpaTIie 0OBsCHUTH He3Hakomily Tom. — JTionu yke He Tak
MHTEPECYIOTCSl KHUT'aMU, KaK paHbllIe.

Ho nocne ero oObscHeHUs1 MpencTaBUTEbHASI KHUIA HEOKHIAHHO MOMEHsJIACh B JIMIIE U
roJioce.

— IlonHas dyemyxa! — pemmTenpHO 3asBWiIa oHAa. — Bpemena Bcerma Mensitorcsi. He crout
TIBITAThCS ONIPABAATH STUM CBOIO HEPUTOAHOCTh ! Bbl, pasymeeTcs, He BAHOBAThI B TOM, UTO Bbl TAKHE,
Kakue ectb. [IpocTo BalmMMm aBTOpaM He XBaTWJIO Y€ro-To, HalpuMep, MUCATEIbCKOIO MacTepCcTBa,
SPYIUIIMN, COBPEMEHHOCTH, YTOOBI BBl CMOIJIH MPHBJIEYb K ce0e BHUMaHUE IIMPOKOro Kpyra ymra-
Tesieir. MHe UCKpeHHe XaJlb, [UKSHTJIbMEHBI, HO BpeMeHa TYT He MpuuéM. AX, 1a, s ke 3a0bUT ITpe/-
craButhcs. becrcemiep! Ho nst Bcex — npocro becr!

A TIOTOM CTOJIb K€ HEOKHMJAHHO OHA MUCYe3JIa C MPUJIaBKa.

— Bor te Ha, — npousnéc Tom.

— Bor 310 na! — ckazana norpsicénnas Ckaska. — Ero He cranu paccMarpuBath, Kak Apyrux,
a cpagzy e Kynwiu!

— BunHo, on u BripaBny bect! — npousHecna nsymnénnas Mar.

— CBou c10Ba OH NOATBEPANJI JIMYHBIM IIpUMepoM. BoT nouemMy s He XOTes1 eMy HUYEro roBo-
puth. OH 3aMeTeH, YCIElleH, a Mbl — HeT.

CkazaB 3710, XO0JIMC 3arpyCTuJ.

— Beixoaur, bect npaB? — npousHecna Cka3ka, KOTOPOU, V15451 Ha HETO, TOKE CTaJI0 TPYCTHO. —
BrIxonut, HaImM aBTOPHI. .. POCTO OIMIMOIUCH B HAC. . .

— W npaB u He nipaB. B %13HM BCE HE TaK MPOCTO, KaK Ha CJIOBaX. MOXeET ObITh, HAIIIUM aBTOPaM
¥ BIIPaB/Ly HE XBATHJIO YETO-TO. .. HO TOJIbKO He BCE JIOJIKHBI ObITh TAKUMH, Kak becT, — ckazan Xonmc.

— U ycnex Toxe ObIBaeT pa3HbIM, — MPOJOJIKMIIA ero Mbicib Mar. — Takux, kak becr, unTaior
MUWJLTUOHBI, HO Ha CAMOM /JIeJie BaKHO, YTOOBI HAC TOTIOOWIIH. . .

— W1 naxe, ecny KHATY TIOJIOOUT OIMH €IUHCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK, OHA YK€ HalKcaHa He 3ps, —
cKa3aja CTpaHWYKa.

— A ecmu HerT... — Tuxo npomonBmwia Ckas3ka, — eClii HUKTO, COBCEM HUKTO €€ He TMOM0OHT,
yTO Torga’..

A B Tome c1oBa CTpaHMUKH MPOOYIUIIN €ro TMepBble BOCMOMUHAHMS O )KU3HU. OH yBHIET CBO-
€ro aBTopa, MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAK aBTOP CO3MAET ero. bynyun muaneHuem, ToM OqHOBPEMEHHO HaXo-
JWJICS B HECKOJIBKMX Pa3HbIX MECTaX, Ha HECKOJIbKUX YEPHOBHKAX, U €r0 TPYIHO ObUIO MPOYECThb 13-
3a Hepa30OpPUMBOro MOYEpPKa U MHOTOUUCIIEHHBIX UcIpaBieHuid. OH BCIIOMHIJI, KaK aBTOp JIIOOWIT
€ero, ¥ Kak COMHEBAJICS B HEM; KaK CUMTAJI €r0 BaKHBIM ITPOM3BEICHUEM, U KaK B 9TOM pa3yOexaacs;
KakK Me4TaJl O TOM, YTO €ro AETHIIE CTAHET CEMEHHBIM JOCTOSIHUEM 1 Oy/IET IePeXOAUTh OT IIOTOMKOB
K TIOTOMKaM; KaK JIOJIro Aymas Haj MpeiokeHUsIMUA, OpaJicsl 3a TOJIOBY U B CepAlaX MPOU3HOCKI:
«Hy, kakoii u3 mens nmucarens?! He nicarens, a IypeHb CTapblil, BOMBIINIA ceOe B TOJIOBY, YTO JIOJ-
’KeH HamMcaTb pomaH!» Jlexa rmocpeau ropel KHUT B JOME, Tie TONWICS KaMHH, Tom ckasal, 4to

15



A. Kymun. «Crtpannuuka. Mcropus KHUr»

CTapuK 3psl cTapajics, 4YT0O HUKOMY €ro Tpyl, KpOMe HEero caMmoro, okasajcs He HyxeH. Ho ceiiuac
OH YYBCTBOBaJI ceOs1 OarogapHeIM, celyac eMy XOTeJIoCh CKa3aTh CBOeMy aBTopy: «Jlaxke eciu He
HAUJETCS TOT €IMHCTBEHHBIN YUTATE b, KOTOPBI MEHS MOTIOOUT, 51 OBUT M OCTAaHYCh HABCET/a YaCThIO
TBOETO Cep/ia U pazyma.

[epexxuBanust Toma momoru eMy ycrokouTb CKasky:

— Bc€ Oyner B nopsinke, goporasi. Bor yBuamiib, Bc€ Oyner Tak, Kak JOKHO ObiTh. VHaue,
3ayeM Obl ¢ HAMU TIPUKJIIOYIIIAch 3Ta vctopusi? CTpaHMyka HecrpocTa Hac pa3Oyauia, Oyab yBe-
peHa, — Be/b 1axe crapelii ToM rmoBepr.

B 310 Bpems npyrue KHATH 3aCOPWIIM TIO TIOBOAY MOKynKu becra u mo moBoay camoro becra.
XoJMC MPUCTYIIAJICS K TOMY, YTO OHU TOBOPSIT, HO HUUETO He CKa3all, a TOJIbKO HaXMYPUJICS.

— Hukro He 3HaeT, kakoB 3T0T bect, — ckazaia Mar, — 0 4éM MOXHO CIIOpUTH?

— He oOparnaiite BHUMaHUs, UM IIPOCTO OXOTA IMOTOBOPUTh. Korjga v ¢ KeM OHU B MOCTIeTHUI
pa3 GecenoBamm?! — ckazan Tom.

— Becena 1 mycThle pa3roBophl — aOCOMIOTHO pa3HbIe BEIH, MO JPYT, — 3aMETUII €My XOJIMC.

— Bripouem, UX MOHO TIOHSITh, — OHH ITPOCTO 0OECIIOKOSHBI TeM, UTO 32 BCE BPeMsl, UTO MPO-
BEJIM 3[1€Ch, MU MaJIO UHTEPECOBAJIMCH, — 3alyMUYMBO ITpon3Hecaa Mar.

— Tak, Tak... 1, MeXIy MPOYUM, COTJIANITYCh C BAMU IO TIOBOAY yCriexa, — BAPYT KTO-TO MO~
aepxkai e€ MbIC/Ib. DTHM KeM-TO CHOBa okazaics bect. — 1 Obi1 Ob HE IPOYb IOTOBOPHUTH C BaMU
00 3TOM eIlig, HO, YBBI, HET BPEMEHH. . .

A BpeMeHHU Y Hero He ObLIO TIOTOMY, UTO MOCTIeAHUE CIIOBA OH MIPOM3HEC, YHOCSCh C TIPUJIABKA.

— CrietoM 3a CBOMM JTBOWHUKOM, — IIpor3Hecia Mar. — BoT Bam 1 ycrieX, — Takoi KHUTE JIUIIIb
CTOMUT O HEM 3arOBOPHUTb. ..

— Kak 3t0 3510poBo! — ¢ Bocroprom npousnecna Ckazka.

— Kakoe Bezenue! — meutaresibHO Mpou3HEC ToM, KOTOPBIN MOC/Ie BOCOMUHAHUI O JIETCTBE
UCITBITBIBAJT OJIATOCKJIOHHOCTH KO BCEM, HE MCKJTI0Yasi M yCIelmHoro Muctepa becra.

— He Be3enue, a 3akoHOMEPHOCTb, MOH APYT! — monpaBuii ero Xoiamc. — IToT bect, HaBepHsIKa,
3aMeuaresibHasi KHUTA.

— IonHocThIO coraceH ¢ Bamu, — 6oapo ckazan ToM, uem BbI3BaJl yAMBICHUE JIPYTa.

[Tokynka BTOpOro, a 3aTeM M €lE HECKOJIbKMX K3EMIUISIpOB becra, Mex1y TeM, CTpPaHHO
TO/ICHCTBOBAJIA HA PA3TOBOPUBIIIMECS BOKPYT HUX KHUTH. Bce OHM, Kak 1Mo KOMaH[e, CMOJIKJIH.

— Yro npoucxogutr? — thxo crnpocuna Ckaska. — [louemy oHu Bce BOPYT. ..

Hapony Ha sipmapke nprOaBIisioch, B pe3yJibTaTe 4ero KHUTM BCE Jalte MOKUIAIN MPUJIABKH,
Y Ha HUX YK€ He BO3BPAIIIAJIVCh.

— Heyxenu... — npomonBuia Cka3ka, ¥ B IOMCKaX OTBETA HA HE3aKOHUYEHHBIN, HO MOHSATHBIN
BCEM BOITIPOC IMOOYEPENHO OCTAHOBMIIA B3IV HA KAXAOM U3 JIpY3€il.

Xonmc, Mar u Tom Momuanu.

— Bcé tak, — ckazana el cTpaHUYKa, — 3/IECh HAIIIA JOPOTH PACXOAATCS. . .

— Ho... — mpomonBuia Cka3ka B HEYyBEpEeHHOCTH.

— Ms1 xoTenu nornacth B OUOIMOTEKY, HO — MHE TaK KaXeTCsl — Uy/Io yKe MPOU30ILIO C HAMH.
W ecnu 311ech My TH HAIIK PAa30MIyTCS, 3HAYMT, TaK JOJKHO OBITh, — CKa3aa ToM.

— C y4€TOM TOrO, YTO KHUAT'aM T0JIaraeTcs CTOATh Ha MOJIKaX WU JIeXkaTh Ha CTOJIe, a He CTPaH-
CTBOBATh TIO CBETY, TO JICHCTBUTEILHO YyHO, — CKa3ald XoiaMc. — MBI 1M 32 OTBETOM... UYTO K,
BO3MOHO, HACTAJIO BpPEMsI €ro y3HaTh.

— Bcé B mopsinke, Ckaszka. Eciu MBI 1 paccTaHemcsl, TO JIMIIb TIOTOMY, UYTO OOpETéM CBOETO
yuTartesisd, — ckazanga Mar.

— Ho s1, xaxeTtcs, yxe oOpena To, 4To He XoTesa Obl oTepsiTh, — mpoMosBmia Ckaszka. — U He
yBEepeHa. .. He 3Hal0, YTO JIsl MEeHsI BaXKHEee: YUTaTelb UM Bbl, BO3MOKHOCTh CTPAHCTBOBATh BMECTE
C BaMH. ...
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— Bcé ato ckopo 3a0ynercs, — cka3ai el X0JIMC, — Thl OOpETENIb YMTATENs], 2 BMECTe C HUM U
HOBBIX JIpy3€id, Cpeli KOTOPBIX, 51 YBEpEH, Oy/leT HeMaJlo CKa30K.

— A xak xe crpannyka? Benp e€ jxe HUKTO He KynuT. Yto Oyner ¢ Heid?!

INoka Bce gymanu, 4To OTBETHTh Ha 3T0 CKaske, CTpaHWYKa MTPOM3HECA:

— He Bonnyiitech 000 MHe, — BCE, YTO MOIJIO CO MHOM CITyUHUThCS, YKE CITyUUIIOCh.

— Ho pa3Be 1ebe He xoueTcsl y3HaTh, YAaCThIO KAaKOW KHUTHU THI siBJIstelbesa? Y, MOKeT ObITh, ThI
OBl y3HAJA ITO, CJI OBl MBI BCE-TAKM JOILIN O OUOMMOTEKH, — cKazasa ei Ckaska.

Ha s1ot pa3 3agymanack crpannuka. A Mar ckasasa:

— 4, kaxercs, noHnMa. CTpaHWYKa — HE KHUTA. .. U OHA TOBOPHT TaK HE MOTOMY, 4TO XOYeT
HAC YCTIOKOWTb, & TOTOMY, UTO TaK 4yBCTBYeT. MOKeT ObITb, B €€ KM3HHU, ACHCTBUTEIHHO, TIPOU3O0IILIO
BCE, UTO JIOJDKHO OBLIIO TIPOM3OMTH.

TyT HaJ HUMHU BHITSHYJAach pyKa. Ha Kakoe-ToO MrHOBEHHE OHa 3aCThUIa B BO3JyXe, a IOTOM
OITYCTHJIACh Ha MPHUJIABOK ... B3sa ¢ Hero CKasKy.

— [pomaiite! — kpukHyIa qpy3bsiMm Harocneaok Ckaska. — Obeman, 4to He 3a0ymy Bac! Bel
OBbLTM MHE KaK pojHbIc!

— Bynb cuacmimBa, Cka3ka! — KpUKHYJI BJOTOHKY il ToM.

— C Heii Bc€ OyaeT XopoIIo, — ckazan XoJIMC, — C Hell JJOJDKHO ObITh BCE XOPOIIIO, TIOCKOJIBKY
y BCEX CKa30K XOPOUIMA KOHEL.

Bckope nocie Ckasku NOKMHYJIa MpUIaBok Mar.

— He yHbIBaiiTe! — TOJNIBKO U ycriesia OpOCUTh OHA HAMOCTIEOK.

— IIpomaii! — B oiuH rosoc KpukHyJM el Xoamc v Tom.

— A 5 mo-TIpeKHEMY He BepIo, UTO TAaKOe MOKET CO MHOH IPOU30MTH, — cKasas ToM, oOparasich
K CTpaHHuKe U XonMmcy. — XOTh yOelTe MeHs, a 1 BCE paBHO JI0 MOCJEAHEN CeKYH/Ibl Oyly B 9TOM
COMHEBAThCS.

— $1 — neTeKTUBHBI POMaH B TUIOTHOW OOJIOKKe. MHOTrO Bbl BUIEIH JAETEKTHBOB B IJIOTHON
o6noxke? Biarogaps 3Toi HUYero, B CYIIHOCTH, HEe 3HAYAIeH KPacoTe, s CTOI0 IOPOkKe MHOTHX MOUX
KoJUIer 1o xaHpy. KoMy xouetcs 3a He€ neperuiauvBaTth? A 10 IOBOJY COAEPKaHUS — 51 COBCEM HE
yBepeH. Tak 4To, ec/ii y KOro-To U3 Hac M eCTh IIaHC 3aKPENUThCS HA TIPUJIABKe, TaK 9TO Y MEHS, —
CKa3aJl B OTBET XOJIMC.

— Moii apyr, BBl XOTUTE CO MHOM NOCIIOPUTh? — IPUBHEC HOTHI 3aJ10pa B UX pasroBop Towm,
CJIOBHO OTKJIMKAsICh Ha TIPU3BIB Mar «He YHBIBATh».

Ho kax pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT K HeMy MpoTsHy/nach pyka. Hacrpoenue Toma pe3ko W3MEHMIIOCH,
Y TaKk y HEro 3a0UJI0Ch CEp/lle, YTO OH He CMOT OOJIbIlie BHIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA.

— IMocmoput ObI, — TUXO cKa3aa X0oJIMC caMoMy cede, — ObUIO ObI TOJIBKO C KEM. ..

— Bul mymaerte, Bac He KymsT? — CIIPOCHJIAa y HETO CTPaHWYKA.

— A He Bc€ 1 paBHO?.. — OTBETHJI XOJIMC, KOTOPBI TOKE He 3HaJI, KaK OTHOCUTBCS K COOCTBEH-
HOU TOKYTIKE.

— BeposTHO, — cka3as OH, — eCJIH KYIIAT ellI€ C IecATOK BecToB U nmapy AecsTKOB JPYyTuX, Jexa-
KX 3[€Ch KHUT, TO HACTAHET U MOW 4epén. Bripouem, Most foporasi CTpaHWYKa, st OI03peBalo, YTo
cama 1o ce0e TIOKYIIKa elié MaJio O YEM rOBOPUT, M MHOTHE KHUTH, y3HAl OHU O TOM, YTO O)KUIAET UX
T0CJIe TIOKYTIKH, OTHECIIMCh Obl K Hell MeHee BOCTOPXKEHHO. — BO3MOXKHO, MbI ObLTH MO-HACTOSIIIEMY
CUACT/IMBBI, KOT/Ia BMECTE LY CIOZA. . .

— He rpycrure, Xonmce, — npousHecia crpaHdka. — Kak BBl camMu cka3ayd, BCE 9TO CKOPO
3a0yaercs, Bbl OOpEeTETe unTaTelisl, a BMECTe C HUIM U HOBBIX JIpy3ei.

W Tak BBHIILIO, YTO CJIOBA CTPAHMYKH OKa3aJMch nportanueM. [Tokuaan npunaBok Xoamc cro-
KOWHO ¥ MOJTYa, HO TIepe]] TeM, KaK MCYe3HYTh U3 BUJLYy, C YyBCTBOM IIPOU3HEC:

— 41 Tak u He pasrazan Bamty TaiiHy! Bo3aMoxHO, yke HUKTO U HUKOrJa e€ He pasrazaer! I1po-
1jaite, crpaHnyKa !

— IMpomaiite, Xoamc!
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5

B 6ezmogHoM napke, B TpaBe, yKpbITash ONaBIIeH JMCTBOM, Jiekasa crpaHinuka. OHa He City-
11aja BeTep, LIypIIaHUE JIMCTbEB U TPaBbl, HE CMOTpE/A BBEPX Ha AEPEBbs U ITHLL, U IUIBIBYLINE
o0raka, a Korja Ien A0Kab, He MOKJIa 1o HuM. [Totomy 4to cama Oblla BETPOM, TpenenrymMu
Ha BETBSAX U OTPHIBAIOLIMMUCS OT HUX JIMCTOUKAMH, JEPEBbMU U NTUIAMU, OOJaKaMH U TEMHBIMU
Ty4aMu, JOXKIEM, — Kak ecy Obl B HEl ObLIM 3aKJIIOUEHBl BOBCE HE CJIOBA, a My3blKa. M BcE pexe
BCIIOMMHAJIA O TOM, YTO OHA €Il U CTPAaHWYKA, YaCThb KaKOU-TO UCTOPUM, KOTOPYIO OCEHb YKpbLIa
co0Oo¥ B mycThIHHOM Mapke. Ho kak-To pas3, Korga cTpaHHYKa BCIIOMHMJIA 00 3TOM, BETEp CHPOCHIT
y HeE:

— A TbI IOMHMUIIIb CBOMX JIpy3€ei?

CrpaHunuka HU4ero He otBeTuia Berpy. OHa 3a0buia CBOMX JIpy3eid, HO BMECTE C TEM OHA 4yB-
CTBOBAJIA, YTO MOXET YTO-TO BCIIOMHUTL. I BCKOpe mociie TOro el BIEPBHIE 3a JI0JIr0oe BpeMs IpU-
CHUJICA COH. B HEM BeTep NpHUHEC €€ Ha EPEBAHHYIO BepaH.y, YCHIIaHHYIO JMCTBOU. CTpaHnYKa
Cpa3y ke MOHsJIA, TJIe O4yTUIach. Yepes NPUOTKPBITYIO, TIOCKPUIIBIBAIOILYIO Ha METVIAX ABEPh BOLUIA
B JIOM U, KaK U O)KWJAJIa, YBUZEA B HEM IrOPbI CTApbIX KHUT Y FOPSAIIMI KaMUH. «3/1€Ch Mbl BCTPETH-
JIMCh, — CKa3aJla BETPY CTPaHWYKa, BCIIOMHUHAS, YTO IIPOU3OILJIO B 3TOM JIOME, — HO TENEepb HUKOIO U3
MOHX JIpy3€H 3[€Ch HET, — Mbl BMECTE ITOKUHYJIM JIOM. .. &, CIIyCTS KaKOE-TO BPEMS, PACCTAJIUCh. ..»
Ho kak TonbKO OHa cKazaza 3TO, NOCIBIIAJICS MOPOX. BepoATHO, OHa MOTPEBOXMIIA COH OOHOM U3
CTapbIX KHUT M cefyac eil OygeTr BbicKa3aHo 3amedaHue. OHaKO BMECTO CTapOi 3aClaHHOW KHUTU
CTpaHMYKa yBUzena cBoero apyra, Toma. Tom e€ He ycnbiman v He 3ameTrs1. OH CMOTpeT Ha OrOHb
B KAMHUHE U AyMaJs O YEM-TO CBOEM.

—Tom! Tom! — kpruana eMy, 3Bajia €ro CTpaHUYKa, — HoyeMy Thl 31ech?! U rae Bce ocranbHble?
I'me Ckaska, Mar, Xommc?

— Kax TbI 3Haelb, Mbl paccTajiuch, — He 000paurBasiCh, CyX0 OTBedal e ToM, — y Kaxkaoro
13 Hac CBOS JOpOra.

Ho n Ckaska, u Mar, u XonMc Jiexanu 3eCh, TOJIBKO OHU HE BUJEIU U HE CIbIILIAIN JPYT
Apyra, Kak OyATO Ha CaMOM JieJie HaXOIMIIHCh B PAa3HBIX MECTax.

— Ilo nupoHuu cyapObl, — ckazai eid Tom, — Mbl BEpHYJIMCh TY/Ia, OTKY/1a HA4aJId ITyTelleCTBHE.
KHnuru He criocoOHBI TBOPUTH CBOIO Cy/Ib0Y, a pa3 Tak, TO U MyTeIeCTBOBATh UM BOBCE HE3a4YeM.

— Ho pa3Be Bac He kynuim?! Pa3se Bbl He HaIllJIM CBOETO YMTaTess?! — BOIpOIaia CTpaHUYKA.

Tom xe Huuero eit He oTBeTwiI. CHavana CTpaHWYKa He TIOHsUIA, YeM ObLJIO BBI3BAHO €ro MoJl-
YaHUE, HO IIOTOM JIorajajlach: IO HETO He JIOHECIIOCh HE EJMHOTO €€ clIoBa, ToM pasroBapuBall ¢ HEU
B CBOEM BOOOPaXEHUH, — KaK U BCE OCTaJIbHbIE, OH HaXOIWJICS He 371eCh, a TIe-TO AaJeKO.

— 51 mory momoyb Tebe yBUAETHCS C JPY3bsIMU, — CKa3aJl CTPAaHUYIKE BETEp.

— Ho Kax... Kak MOXXHO y3HaTb, IJi¢ OHU..

— 4 — Berep. A BcE 3HaW.

U oH TyT %e pazdpocai yKpbIBaBIIME CTPAHUUKY JIMCThsI, TOAXBATUII €€, 3aKPYXKWUII, U, TIOJHSB
BBILIIE AEPEBbEB, IOMYAJI HaJl FOPOJOM.

Bckope Betep npuHEC CTpaHMUYKY K MHOTOSTaXHOMY JIOMY; IIJIABHO OITYCTHJI €€ Ha OJHO U3
€ro OKOH. B rocteBoi KOMHare, HaXOASILIENCS MO Ty CTOPOHY OKHA, CTOsUI KHYKHBIM IIKa(, a B HEM
HECKOJIBKO psioB KHUT. CTpaHnuKa 00pagoBajachk, MOAYMaB O TOM, YTO Cefuac yBUIUT CPeay HUX
coero apyra. Ho BOT Tonbko paccrosiHue, KoTopoe ObUI0 MEXIy Heil M KHUTaMd, He TO3BOJISIIO
UX pa3inuuTh. Torga BHOBb ITPULIEN HAa BBIPYUYKY BETEp: OH IOAYJ CUJIBHEE, — OT €r0 JYHOBEHUS
3apOKaJI CTEKJIA, PACIIAXHYJIUCh U YAAPUIM IO OKOHHOMY OTKOCY (pOpTOUKM. Tenepp cTpaHruKa
MOIJIa JaXke BOWTH B KOMHATY, MPUOIM3UTHCS K MOJIKAM U BceX paccMoTpeTh. OIHaKO OHa He cTasia
9TOrO JIeNaTh, TAK KaK He XOTeJla HUKOro OecriokouTh. Eciti BeTep He ommocs, ¥ B KOMHATE BIPaBIy
HAaXOJUTCS KTO-TO U3 €€ JIpy3eid, TO OH (WJIM OHa) OOPAaTUT BHUMAHKUE Ha 3TU 3BYKH, U 3aMETUT €€.
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Bertep He ommbces. Ha HrkHeit nonke mkada Havyanoch JBrkeHre. Ml oTHOBPEMEHHO /10 CTPaHUYKH
IIOHECCS 3HAKOMBIN T'0JIOC:

— Crpannuka?! D1o Te1?! HeT, He MOXeT ObITh, — HABEPHSIKA, MHE 3TO UYIUTCA. .. D, TApHH,
BBl BUJIUTE TO XKe, UTO U 517 A, BIIpOYeM, MOJTYUTE, HE OTBEYAHTe. . .

Iro 6611 Tom. Ho, cyas mo ero rosiocy, oH 661 cuacivB. MoxkeT ObITh, TOAyMalia CTPAaHUUKA,
OHa 3psi MOOECITIOKOMIIA €T0; WJIM OH TaKk 00pajoBajics BCTpede ¢ Her?..

— CrpaHnyKa... Thl MHE He UYIMIIbCS, €CIU TONBKO 51 HE OKOHYATEJIbHO TPOHYJICS PaCCy-
KOM. .. — pa3Jiajicsl TOJIOC yXe BOIM3U, ¥ CTpaHWYKA yBHUJEIa BCKapaOKHUBAIOIIETOCs Ha TIOJIOKOHHUK
apyra.

— Tom... — TOTBKO ¥ CMOTJIa MPOU3HECTH OHA M3-32 U30BITKA TyBCTB.

— Heyxemu Tol 371€Ch, Miepeo MHOM?! MHoro pa3 s BciomuHas Tebs1, 1edst, Mar, Xonmca, u
Ckazky. Ho ipyt 3TOM. .. mpy 3TOM CTapajicsl He MeuTaTh O BCTpede ¢ BaMU, — IOTOMY YTO HE CTOWT
MeuTaTh O TOM, YTO HEBO3MOKHO? A OKa3aJioch, 3T0 BO3MOkHO! Ho Kak, CKaku, Kak Thl CMOIJIa MEHS
HaiTu?!

— D710 BeTep... cHavaja OH TIOMOT MHE BCIIOMHUTB TeOsI U BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX, a 3aTeM MPUHEC
MeHs cIofia.

— HemeposTHo. .. Bosnbiilylo 9acTh BpeMeHH, UTO S 3/IeCh MPOBEN, S CIyIIAI IyM BeTpa. Tak
HEYXeJIM OH YCITBIIIAT MEeHsI, MOU MOJUTBHL. .. CTapuky Tomy B 3TO TPyIHO IMOBEPUTS.

— 4 e XoTena yBUAETh Bac, — TOBOPWJIA €My CTpPaHWYKa, — YTOObI YOAUTHCS, UTO Y Bac
BCE B MOPSIIIKE.

— JKanb Te0s1 oropuarth, — He 3HaI0, Kak Y JPyrHX, a y MEHs TOYHO He BCE B TIOPSI/IKe, — OTBEYal
et Tom. — §I yxe Havyas gymaThb, YTO ITO KAKOK-TO 37I0U POK. .. MEHSI KYIUJIU 11 TOTO, YTOOBI KOMY-
TO MOAAPHUTD. .. TTYCTh OBl U TaK, — J1a BOT TOJIBKO B BHIOOPE OIMIMOIUCH — HE HYKHBIM OKa3aJICsI TAKOM
MO/IAPOK, KaK si. BBIXOMUT, He 3psi COMHEBAJICSA B TOM, 4TO MeHs KynsAT. OTKpbUIN Ha MEepPBOM CTpa-
HUIIe, POYWIH Mapy CTPOK ¥ 3aKpbuTH. U ¢ TOM MUHYTHI JJIsI MEHS HACTYITHIA BeYHOCTh. Ho o3Hauaer
JI TBOE TOsIBJIEHUE TO, YTO Hallla UCTOPUS elIe He 3aKOHYMJIach?!

— To, 9To THI He HAIIET CBOETO YMTATENIs, O3HAYAET, UYTO UCTOPHS eI He 3aKOHUYMIIACh, — CKa-
3aJla CTpaHWYKA.

Tom BO3IMKOBAIL

— U ne Tonbko yntaresns. Emg s xouy ObITh ¢ BaMH, CTOSTh HA OTHOM MOJIKE C BaMu !

Ho norom Bapyr 3arpycrui.

— Hla, Ho... KaK s cMory BeIOpaThcs orciona? Ecii s TpocTo MphIrHy BHU3, TO... OOJOKKA Yy
MeHs ¥ 0e3 TOrO He CJIMIITKOM IPHUBJICKaTeIbHAS. . .

— He 6oiics, — ckazana crpanndka. — C T0060i HUYero He CIIyYUThCS.

— Tebe HEBO3MOXKXHO He MOBEPHUTh, — CKazan Tom.

[Mocie yero oH 0OepHYJICS U CKa3asl Ha MPOIAaHbe KHUTAM:

— Yects umeto! Pag ObUT 3HAKOMCTBY ¢ BamH!

Ho BMmecTo Takoii xe 3aJ0pHOM (ppasbl, B OTBET YCJBIILIAI OT HUX TO, YETO COBCEM HE OXMIAl
YCITBIIIIATb.

— XM, 4yTHO¥ CTapyK, — CKa3ajia OJJHa KHUTA JPYTOM.

— Iloxoxke, 310pOBO Y HETO B TOJIOBE MOMYTUJIOCh, — BhIJAJIa PETUTUKY APYTasl.

— U rtak, mouuTaii, HUKOMY He HYyKeH, a Terepb enié u Kajaekou ceos caenaer. JKwu Obl cede
HE TYXWJI. .. — BBICKa3ajia MBICJIb TPEThSI.

— Bot-Bot, yeM miioxo emy Obuto ¢ Hamu?! A Tam, CHapy)u, UIyT JOXKIU, U 3UMa YK He 32
ropamu. Tak v mponaaér OeqHsTa. .. — COYYBCTBEHHO MTPOM3HECIa YeTBEPTAs.

— Jla magHO Bam, — cKasana nsras. — Moxer, Takas cyap0a y He€. UTto ecnu Obl, CKaxeM, Bac
Harucas 0e3yMer], WK Ballli UICTOPUM UMeU Obl Tparmueckoe 3aBepineHue? Jlymaere, BbI CMOIIA
Obl UI3MEHUTH CBOIO CYIHOY?

[TpaBna, moToM offHa KHUTA BCTyMUIach 3a Toma:

19



A. Kymun. «Crtpannuuka. Mcropus KHUr»

— Bawm e creigH0? Bol ke kuuru! Moxer, 9To B Bac HAIIMCAHO MHOTO JIMIITHETO Y HEOOS3aTe Nb-
Horo? CyJis 1o BallleMy pa3roBopy, Tak OHO U €CTb!

Ha tonsko Tom e€ He yciplmal, — IOTOMY YTO OH YK€ IpPbIrHyJ. M NpelrHyn ¢ oTyasHUs.
PasroBop KHUT MOKOIE0aNI ero yBEpeHHOCTD, €1Ba He BHYIIIWII cTpax. «UTo ecim BCE Ha caMoM Jienie
TaK, — NOyMaJ OH, — YTO, €CJIM CTPAaHUYKA — BCETO JIMIIIb CTPAHWYKA, a 51 — HECHOPMAJIbHBIN CTapUK,
Y TaKoB ke U MoM aBTOp? Beap TO, 0 UEM OHU TrOBOPAT, TAK MOXOKE HA PEasIbHYI0 UCTOPHIO, TOT/AA
KaK Hallla CO CTPaHWMYKON MCTOPHSI OOJIbIIIE HATIOMUHAET CKa3Ky».

KHura He *kJana nojapka ot cyapObl, OHa TOTOBa ObUIa MPUHSTH COOCTBEHHYI0 Norubesns. Ho
CIIydnsioch uyno. Ha momornip e mpuinen Betep: oH 3aMe i e€ naaenve. M ona He ynapunach (He
pa3duiach B KAKOM-TO CMBICJIE) O 3eMJTIO, a IJIABHO OMYCTHJIach Ha Hee.

OmyTB cedst ebIM U HeBPeAUMBIM, TOM OTKpBUI 171232, YBUIEN Mepel] cOO0W CTpaHUUKY, 1
OT PaAOCTH 3aruIaKaJl.

— IIpoctu 3a cn€3bl, — TOBOPUII OH CTPAHUYKE, — [TPOCTO, B IOCJIEJAHUI MOMEHT $1 [TOTEPSLI BEPY,
a ceiiyac BHOBb e€ oOpeTtaio. Kak xe s pag u OnaromapeH *KuU3HHU, YTO Y MeHs ecTh Thl! Kakoe uyno,
yto y MeHs ecTb Thl! [To3Bosb crapuky Tomy nath TeOe UMsl — sl He Jymasl HaJl HUM HU MUHYTHI, B
3TOT CBETJIBI MUT OHO CaMO TPUIIUIO MHE Ha yM, HABEPHOE, €ro IernHy Betep. 51 Oymy 3BaTh Tebs
Crpannnukoii. CTpaHHUYKA, KOTOPasi IPYKUT C BETpoM!
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6

Xonmca CtpaHHMYKaA yBUeNa elé u3aneka. OH cuen Ha MOJOKOHHUKE U CMOTpEJl B OKHO.
Eil nokasasock, 4TO OH TOXe YBUAEI €€, TAK KaK BHE3aHO OXUBWIICA. U BIIpaBay... BETpY He NpU-
IIJIOCh YCHJIMBATBCS M IIYMETh Ha 3TOT pa3 — XOJAMC caM PaclaxHyJ OKOHHYIO JIBEpLly Nepej Heil.
Bup y Hero ObUT CIIOKOMHBIA M HEMHOT'O 3a/lyMYMBBIN, HECMOTPSI HA UyBCTBO PaJOCTH, KOTOPOE OH
UCIIBITBIBAJI OT BCTPEUHU C APYTOM.

— Yro-TO CIIyYmIIoCh, YTO-TO U3MEHWIOCHh B BAC, Bbl CJIOBHO OOBATHI IIaMeHeM?! — BJIOXHO-
BEHHO ITPOM3HEC OH.

— 4 Bugena Toma. OH He HAWIEN TO, YTO OOBIYHO HAXOJAT KHWUIM, KOTAA MX MOKYMHAIOT... —
orBevasia eMy CTpaHHUYKA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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