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AHHOTaAIUSA
ManeHpkasgs KHHTa O KHUTrax, DSJIeTUYECKasd Hnu CI)I/IJ'IOCOCI)CKaH
CKa3Ka, IJIaBHbIC TIC€PCOHAXU KOTOpOfI — CTpaHU4YKa U YEThbIpE

KHUTU: J€TeKTUB XOAMC, BOeHHb pomaH Tom, Ckazka u
Mar. IlodyBCTBOBaB COOCTBEHHYIO 3a0pOIIEHHOCTh, OHH pEIIaloT
OTIIPAaBHUTHCS. B PUCKOBAHHOE ITyTEIIECTBHE, YTOOBI IOMAcTh B
OUOIMOTEKY W TIONYYUTh OTBETHl HA JKM3HEHHO BaKHbBIE BOIIPOCHI:
«KTO OHU?», «HYXHBI JITU OHH 3TOMY MUPY?». BHEIIHAA pealbHOCTb
IUI KHUT OKyTaHa TYMAaHOM HEW3BECTHOCTH — BCE paBHO, YTO JUIA
Hac, JIOJEW Hallla BHYTPEHHSAA PEaJIbHOCTh — HO KHUTH, BEIOMBIE
TAWHCTBEHHOW CTPAaHWUYKOW (KOTOpas BITOCIENCTBUM MONYYUT WM
CrpaHHMYKa), MyKECTBEHHO HIYT CKBO3b 3Ty HEM3BECTHOCTD K CBOEM
Meute. C 4eM UM IpUAETCA CTOJIKHYThCA Ha CBOEM ITyTH? IIpuBenér
JIK WX 3TOT MyTh B Oubmmoteky? Kakue otBetsl oHM nonyvat? Kem
(v 9acThio KakoW ucropun) okaxkercss Ctpanandka? O6 3TOM U 0
MHOTOM JIPYTOM YHTATeNlb Y3HAeT, OTIPABUBIINCH B He3aObIBaeMOe
MyTeNIeCTBUE BMECTE C KHUTAMU.
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Bot kakast HeoObIYHASI UCTOPHS TIPUKJIIOYMIACH OHAXIbI C
KHUTaMH.

CrpaHnyka BCTpeneHys1ach BO CHE M TOTYAC MpOOyAnIach —
OTTOTO, 4TO €€ MPUIIOHSLI U e[jBa He YHEC ¢ co0oii Betep. Ony-
1ieHre ObUIO BOMIIEOHOE, M ¢ STUM OUIYIIEHHEM MOT MPOIO-
KUTbcA €€ coH. [louemy ke oHa He cpanack Berpy? Benp Bcé
BpeMsl, I10Ka Jie)kasa B TEMHOM, 3aKPbITOM [TOMEIEHUH, OHA I'pe-
3uia o Bosie. Yto BIpYr ocTaHOBUIIO €€? «JlOKHO ObITh, BPOX-
JOEHHBIM CTpax» — pPelInia CTPAHMYKA, KOTOpas Ha CaMoOM Jiejie
HE KCIBIThIBAIa HUKAKOTO CTpaxa.

Meiciib 0 TOM, 4TO OHa ObLIa Tak OMM3Ka K cBOOOAE, OBICT-
PO 3a0bLIach, TaKk Kak CTpaHWYKA MOHSJIA, YTO HAXOJUTCS B HO-
BOM J17151 ceOs1 MecTe. DTO ObLT JIOM, IePEBSHHBIMA, TOYTH ITyCTOM;
U3 OTKPBITOrO MPOEMa BXOJHOM IBEPU BUAHENACH PUCHINIaHHAS
KOE-T[Ie KEJITHIMU JIMCThSIMU HEOCTEKJIEHHAA BepaHa. Ha nomy
JIeKaJI KHUTH, 11eJIble TOPbl KHUT, — B OCHOBHOM TaKUX, KOTOpbIE
yKe MOTePsIT CBOM KHUKHBINA OOUK. Y OIHUX ObUIY MOKEITEeB-
111e, UCKPUBJIEHHbIE CTPAHULIBI, Y JPYTUX HE XBATaJIO CTPAHMII,
TpeThH ObUTM Oe3 00NOXKEK, a YeTBEPThIE TIOMPOCTY Pa3BaInBa-
uch Ha yactd. Ho momMuMo /ioMa M KHUT CTpaHMUKE YAajioch
pa3mIsAAeTh U enie Koe-4to. .. OroHs, NbUIAIOIINNA B KaMUHE !

Henonro mymasi, crpaHndka 3a0uia TpeBory:

— IIpocemanteck, orons! ITpocemanTech, Oross!



Ho xHurm e€ nmbo He ciblaiu, MO0 He oOpalaiv Ha Heé
BHHUMAaHUE.

Crtpanuuka He ciaBajiach — MpoaosiKaia ux Oynuth. Y, Hako-
Hell, KTO-TO OTKJIMKHYJICS:

— Tume to1! Yero packpuyanach?!

OHa oxuana yBUAETh OHY U3 YBAJAIOIIMX KHUT, HO TOJIOC
XOTb U OBLJT CTAPYECKUM, TTPUHAJIEKAT COBCEM EIIIE IOHOMY TPO-
U3BEJICHHUIO.

— Oronb, — NOBTOPUJIA €My OTAEIbHO CTPAHUUKA, — HYXKHO
YXOIUTB!

— Kyna? He cerongnsi, Tak 3aBTpa Hac BCE paBHO COXKIYT. JIu-
60 MBI pa3MOKHEM MO/ TOKJIEM U YTOUM Ha CBAJIKY, €IIE Xy/-
IyI0, YeM CBajika UCTOpuu. OroHb, TOBOPHUILIb... ITO XOPOLIO,
YTO OroHb. .. JItonam HyxHO rpetbed. Hactynaer xonoaHoe Bpe-
Ms TOJIa; APOBA, Yal, ChIpOBaThIEe, a YEJIOBEK, HE COTPEBIINCH, U
KHUTY YUTaTh HE CTaHET. Tak YTO He IIyMH 3[€eCh, OIyMa-Ka,
910 OYNIET, €C/v Bce BAPYT MPOCHYTCS. Takoii MoqHUMETCS 1Ty M,
YTO TOrJA YK TOYHO NPUIETCS YHOCUTD HOTH. . .

OKuHYB B3IJISIAOM TOpbl KHUI, CTPAaHWYKA pelInia, 4ro B
YEM-TO ITOT IOHBIM CTapuK IpaB. Hukomy U3 crapeix mpousse-
JICHUI HeT Jefia 10 TOrO, YTO MMHU OTOHb Pa3BOJST.

— Ho BbI-TO, BBI COBCEM Be€[lb €MIE MOJIOIBL. .. 3a4EM BaM Jie-
KaTb 3[1ECh U KAaTh? — CKa3ajla OHA.

— [Totomy uTO OOJIBIIIE MHE KJaTh HEYETO, — OTBETUJI el CTa-
pUK. — $1 XOTh ¥ MOJION, J1a BEK MOW KOPOTOK. XOPOIIIO €III¢, YTO
JIeKy Cpe/ii TAaKUX TO3TOB U THcaTeN e, Kak OHU, a TO OBl BE/Ib 1



BOBCE B O[IMHOYECTBE MOMUPATh MPULILIOCH. Tak uToO, HE Melai
CTpaHWuKa. Jlydine cMOTpH, Kak OrOHb FTOPUT.

— BoI uT0 %€, Tak u Oygere ce0s1 XOPOHUTH?.. — BRIOUPASICh U3-
T0J1 3aBaJia, CKa3aJa Jipyrasi MoJjiofiasi KHUTa, KOTOpyIo pa30ymui
PasroBop CTapuka co CTPAaHUUYKOIL.

W xax TONBKO OHA BBIOpAach, Cpasy ke MpeACTaBUIACh UM
obounMm:

— A - Ckaszka. Eciu Ham ¢ BaMu IIPeCTOUT elI€ MOXKHUTh,
nycTb 910 Oyaer MmouM numeneM. Criacu6o 6osblioe, 4to pas3oy-
VI MeHs !

— Ckaska, — MPOU3HEC 33 JyMUYMBO IOHBIM CTapUK. — S-TO 1y-
MaJl, CKa3K1 He BbIOPAChIBAIOT. . .

— 9710 noyemy? — COHHO IIPOM3HECIIA CTapasi KHUra, Yeu mo-
KOM HapylnIa CBOMMHU JercTBusAMHA CKasKa.

— Jla motomy, — pazgajcsi rojoc €€ OJHOW IOHOM KHMWIH,
CIYCKAIOIIIEMCsl C BEPUIMHBI TOPbl, — YTO HU OJIHA JIUTEeparypa
Tak He BOCTpeOOBaHAa BO BCSKOE BpeMsl, KaK JIETCKas. DTO ke
aneMeHTapHo! KTO M Korja €€ 4uraer KHWrM, Kak HA POJd-
TeJIM CBOUM JIeTsIM Tiepesi cHoM! Bripouem, He crout 3a0bIBaTh
0 JIIO/ISIX B 00IIecTBEHHOM TpaHcnopte! B njopore mbl — Heruio-
XO€ CPE/ICTBO OT CKYKH, ¥ TeM, KTO He MOMNaAaeT Moj onpeee-
HUE «JIeTCKasl JIuTeparypa», MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO ObITh «HETIOXUM
CPEICTBOM» €III€ OUYEHb XOPOIO MTPU HBIHEITHEM CIIPOCE Ha Hac.

— K0 BBI? — cipocuiia CTpaHHAYKaA.

— JleTekTUBHBIA pOMaH, — NPEACTABUIICS IOHOIIIA.

— A ums y Bac ectb? — ¢ modonsITcTBOM cripocria Ckaska,



KOTOpasi HEMHOTO T'PYCTHJIA 0 MOBOAY TOrO, YTO Y HEE€ camou
JPyroro UMeH! He ObLIO.

— 3oBure MeHs Xonmc! Mucrep Xonmc!

— Tak BbI — nepensgaHHble Mpou3BeieHUs1 capa Aprypa Ko-
HaH-J{oi1s1?! — MHOrO3HaUMTEIbHBIM TOHOM MPOTSIHYJI CTAPUK.
Ho ero Borpoc HEO:kMIaHHO OTHST Y IOHOIIM BECH 3a/10P.

— Jla Het xe. 5 BoBce He COOPHUK 3HAMEHUTHIX MTPOU3BEIe-
HUH aHIJIMACKOTO nucateist. S — oOBIYHBIN IETeKTUBHBIA pOMaH,
KaKux MHOTO... [IpocTo MO# aBTOp C AEeTCTBa JIOOUT paccKas3bl
o epnoke Xommce, 1 ero cOOCTBEHHBIN MIEPCOHAK YEM-TO Ha-
TMOMMHAET JIOHJOHCKOTO ChIIIHKA.

— He ynbiBaiiTe, Moii 1pyr, — OTBETUJI EMY C TOHUMAHUEM CTa-
puK. — Bbl Tako# He omuH. BOT B34Th XOTS1 ObI MeHs. .. S, MOHM-
MAaeTe JIM, BOEHHBIM POMaH... U BOT TOXE, HUKOMY, [IOYUTAl, B
Hallle BpeMsi He npuroguics. Mou aBTop, yxe MOXKWION 4Yesio-
BEK, OYEHb XOTeJI, I0YeMY-TO, paccKa3aTh JIO/sIM O BOMHE (4ero
€I1I€ OHU HE 3HAJIM O HEM). .. M-11a, Hy, TaK BOT €r0 pOMaH HUKTO
HE CTaJl u3/1aBath. Torma OH pelmi u3aTh ero 3a COOCTBEHHbIS
coepexenusi. M yro xke BbIIUIO? A HUYero. Bot nexy s 31aech u,
7151151 HA OTOHb, AyMal0. 3psi CTAPUK CTapasicsi, HUKOMY €ro BOu-
Ha, KpOMe HEro Jia eIlé HECKOJIbKUX TaKUX ke, KaK OH, HE Hy)KHa
OKa3zasiack. He moiMuTe HEMpaBUJIbHO, s1 BOBCE HE CEPKYCh: HU
Ha HEro, HU Ha KOTO JIPYTOro 3a TO, YTO Takas y MeHs Ccyap0a;
Kakasi-HUKakas, a BcE€ K cyapoOa. C BamMH, KaK BHKY, TPUMEPHO
Ta K€ UCTOPUS TTPUKJTIOUNIIACh.

— Beixoaurt, u3gath KHUTY — 3TO TIOJIZIENA, HYKHO €I, YTOObI



KTO-TO, KPOME CaMOro aBTopa, e€ MOoMoOuII, — C TOCKOIO TPOU3-
Hecna Cka3ska.

— Tebe-To k yeMy 00 9TOM OECIIOKOMTHCS, — IPOBOPYAT CTa-
PMK, — BaM, CKa3KaM, IBEepH Be3/1€ OTKPHITHI. Jla 1 1eTH HE CUJIb-
HO-TO Pa30OPUMBBI B KHUTAX, MM JIIOOOE IMOJOM/IET. . .

VYenpimas Takue cnosa, Ckaska 3ariakaia.

— Cnaércst MHe, yBakaemble. .. — Havas OblIo X0JIMC, HO CTa-
PHK TiepeOuII ero.

— He «yBaxxaemplie». HUKTO HU Hac, HU €€ — CyAs MO BCEMY
— IIOKA eILE HEe yBaXall.

— MHe Kaxercsi, MOM IOpOrvie, — HeB3Mpasi Ha MPUAUPKU CTa-
pHKa, mpoaoskai XoJIMc, — Mbl TepsieM 371ech BpeMsl. CTpaHuy-
Ka mpaBa. DTO JJIsl HUX OFOHb HUYETrO He 3HAYUT, — YKa3asl OH
Ha cTapble MOTPENaHHble KHUTU. Y KaXJ0ro U3 HUX JBOMHUKOB
CTOJIbKO, UTO MX ’KU3HSIMU U BIIPSIMb HE I'peX pajiv Terla B J10-
M€ MOKePTBOBATh. A BOT HAM C BaMU €€ BbISICHUTD [TPEJICTOUT,
KTO Mbl, U HY’)KHBI JI1 Mbl 3TOMY MUPY.

— W Kyma xe Mbl OTIPABUMCSl 3TO BBISICHATb, MUCTED
Xonmmc?! — BoonyieBuiach Ckaszka.

— Mbl oTnpaBUMCS, MBIl OTIIPABUMCH... — AyMasl XOJIMC. —
Haiite-ka MHe MUHYTY. HyKHO MPOCTO BCIOMHUTb, KyJa HaM,
KHHTaM, MOKHO OTIPaBUTHCH. . .

— 4 capimana 06 0HOM MOKMIJIOM OMOIHMOTEKape. .. ero eme
Ha3bIBAIOT KHWKHBIM TICHXOJIOTOM... — BCIIOMMHAJIa BMECTE C
HUM CTpaHUYKa.

— Hy, pasymeercs, 310 1 ecTb OTBET Ha Borpoc! Mel naém B



OnOIMOTEKY ! — BIIOXHOBUJICS HMJIee XO0JMC.

Ho crapuk, yXMbUIBHYBIIUCh, CKa3aJL:

— JlymMaeTte, Bbl CMOKETE CaMOCTOSITENIbHO HalTh fopory? He
3a0bIBaiiTe: Bbl — KHUTH, A HE JIIOAU. A €CJIM ¥ HaliIETe, BO UTO BbI
K TOMY BpeMeHHU IpeBparutech? V1 KTO Bac IpsA3HBIX U MTOPBAH-
HBIX TIOCTABUT Ha OMOIMOTEUHbIE TTOJTKH?

Ckaska, KOTOpO# CTpaliHO ObUIO Takoe Jake IMpeICTaBUTh,
BHOBb 3arpyCTHJIA.

— U ut0 Gynmer ¢ Hamu, ecnv BCE TakK M CIy4UTCS?.. — TUXO
MPOU3HEC]IA OHA.

— Mb1 BMeCTE POIOJIKUM Iy Th, — HAILIA /1151 HEE OTBET CTpa-
HUYKAa.

— B HuMKy#a, — mpoTsAHY/ ¢ YyBCTBOM O€3bICXOJHOCTH CTa-
PUK, — BB OyZieTe TPOIOJIKATh UITH B HUKY/A — JIO TEX MOp, TIOKa
He cTaHeTe 0ec(POPMEHHOIM MacCOM. . .

— A Kak Tbl, CTpaHMYKa, y3HaJa, 00 3TOM OCOOEHHOM OMO-
Juorekape? — cupocuii X0JIMC, OTBJIEKAsSICh Y 3a0[IHO OTBJIEKAsI
CkasKy ¥ CTpaHMUYKY OT MPa4HOW KapTUHbI, HAPUCOBAHHOM CTa-
PUKOM.

Crpannuka 3a1ymaach.

— MoxeT ObITh, BETEp. .. — IPEATOIOKIIIA OHA, — MOXKET OBITb,
3TO OH MHE PaccKasadl. ..

— Berep? — ¢ HemoyMeHueM NpPOU3HEC XOJIMC, — KaK MOXET
BETEp UTO-TO paccKazarh. ..

— Mosker, — ckazas BAPYT CTapuK. — § Toxe OO0 CyaTh
Betep. [IpaBaa, MHE BCE GOMbIIE YyASATCS B HEM OTTOJIOCKH BOM-



HBI. ..

— Pa3 Tak, ToT, KTO Bac Hamuca, BJIOKWI B Bac AyIlly, — 3a-
MeTHJT XOJIMC, — TyMaiTe ceOe, 4TO YrOJHO, MOU IOHBIN U OJTHO-
BPEMEHHO CTapblid PYT, HO BbI JOJKHBI IOUTH U MOMBITATh CUaA-
CTbsI BMecTe ¢ HaMu. M MHe mouemy-To Kaxercsi, B ITyOuHe Bac
yKe CO3PEJIO TAKOE pelICHHE.

Crapuk Ha 310T pa3 npomonyai. [1o BelpakeHUIO ero Jimiia
CTaJIo SICHO: XOJIMC He OIIMOCH.

Onu yxe coOpasich UIITH, KaK BAPYT YEH-TO rOJIOC TPOU3HEC:

— A kro BbI? KTO Hanmcan Bac?..

[IpumepHO TaM ke, r1ie HeJABHO JieKal MUCTEP XOJIMC, CTOSI-
Jla BO BECh POCT MOJIO/Iasi KHUra B TEMHOW C TAMHCTBEHHBIM PU-
cyHKoM oOoxke. E€ Bompoc ObLT ajpecoBaH CTpaHUYKe.

— OTKyaa cTpaHM4YKa MOXET 3TO 3HaTh, — OTBETHJI BMECTO
CTPAaHUYKM CTapuK. — OHa K€ He KHUTA, a TOJIbKO. .. — HO HE 3a-
KOHYMJI CBOIO MBICJTb, HE eJlast OOM/IeTh CTPAHUUKY.

— W Bcé xe. .. Kaxercs, 310 BbI 31ech Bcex pa3Oynmmm. OTKy-
Jla B BaC CTOJIbKO... — HE3HAKOMeI] MOJLICKHUBAJ CJIOBO, — KU3-
HEHHOM CHJIBI?

— W npana, ecnu Obl He ThI, — ckazasia Ckaszka, — Mbl ObI TIPO-
JIOJKAJIU CTIaTh M TPE3UTh KK O CBOEM. . .

— 4 He 3Hal0, — CcKa3aja UM B OTBET CcTpaHW4Yka. — Ho mHe
XOTeJIOCh OBl 3TO Y3HATh. ..

— $IcHO O/IHO, BbI — YACTUIIA KAKOTO-TO XyJ0KECTBEHHOTO MPO-
U3BEJICHNs], — CIIyLlIaTh BETEp — HE caMmoe IOCJIeTHEeE 3aHsATHE
pa3Be UTo IS XYJOKHUKA, OyATO ObI TAKOTO, KOTOPBIN OIMUCHI-



BaeT BOWHY, — pa3MbIILIsT XOJIMC, — HO CJIOBO BOMHA B Bac He
PE30HUPYET, ITO YYBCTBYETCS cpa3y. M, COBEpIIIEHHO TOYHO, BbI
HE SIBJISIETECH OIHOM U3 HUX, — CAEJIaJ OH elIE OJJHO 3aKJII0YEHUE,
uMesi B BUJly pa30pocaHHble MOBCIONY KHUKHBIE CTpaHuIlbl. — Ka-
KOT0 MMEHHO MPOU3BEIEHUS — ITO MPEICTOUT BBISICHUTb. YBBI,
KHUTY YATATh APYT Apyra He MoryT. [loaToMy Ham npuaercs uji-
TH.

— A He cKaxeTe JM HaM, JI00E3HbINA, KTO Bbl TAKOW, WIM Ta-
Kasi? — OTOPBABIIKChH OT Pa3MBIIUIEHUH, 3a/1a71 XOJIMC BCTped-
HBIIA BOITPOC HE3HAKOMILY, WJIA HE3HAKOMKE.

KHura He coliuia, a CripbirHyJ1a ¢ TOPbI, YTO TOBOPUJIO O OOJIb-
11l BEPOATHOCTH TOTO, YTO €€ aBTOP — MYKUMHA.

— 51 — kHMra 0 Maruu, BepHee O )KU3HEHHOM IYTH, CBS3aHHOM
¢ Her. Mar! 3oBure mens tak! U g HemennieHHO uny ¢ Bamu!

— Mar? — nepecripocui ¢ yXMbIJIKOW CTapUK, KOTOPbIM HEAO-
BEPUMBO OTHOCHWJICSI K MPOU3BEACHUSIM C SIPKOM M HEOOBIYHOM
BHEIIHOCTBIO. — 3BYYMT, KaK MakK.

— Xoporo, 4to mpodyXkIa0 B Bac KU3HEHHbIE YYBCTBA, HO
BCE-TaKU MOIPOIIY BAC MO BO3MOKHOCTU MTPABUIJIBHO MTPOU3HO-
CUTb MOE UMSHI.

— K Tomy *ke, nepesl BaMy KEHILMHA, — 3aMETHII XOJIMC.

— Kennmwmna?! — yauBUIICS CTapHK.

— NmenHo, — noareepania Mar.

— Ho... kaKk Bbl y3Ha/I1, XOJIMC, 4TO 3TOT Mar — xkeHiuHa?

— Ouensb npocTo, Bl pa3Be HE CIIBIIIATE?

— Ilo ronocy? YTo k), — CKa3aa CTApuK, — B TAKOM CJTy4ae, Tak



1 OBITh, OOeIa OOJIbIIIE HE HA3BIBATH BAC MAKOM.

— A Kak Benmuars Bac? — cripocuia y Hero Mar. — Kaxercs,
Bbl €/IMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HE Ha3BaJI CBOETO UMEHH. ..

Crapuk OTBEpHYJICA U C IPYCTBIO B FOJIOCE IIPOU3HEC!

— Iloromy, 4TO Y MEH# €ro HeT.

— ¥V Kaxaoro ectb ums. beIBaIOT cilyyan, KOrga HaM He JalT
€ro Mpu poXJIEHUH, HO TOTJa Mbl Ha3bIBaeM ceOsl caMH, KakK 3TO
cnenana Ckaska, — ckasaja Ha 910 Mar.

— Torpa mycts y menst Oynet ums Tom.

— A nouemy Tom? — cripocuin Xommc.

— DTO HEe MYKCKOE MMsl, & 4aCTh MIPOU3BE/ICHUS, — OOBSICHIIT

CTapHK.
— Ho, HackosbKO s ycren Bac y3HaTb, pOMaH, KOTOPbIM BbI
SIBJISIETECH, HE JACMTCS HA TOMA. .. — CKa3ay XOJIMC.

— $1 3Ha10, HO, KaK ¥ MHOTMM KHHUTaM, — 0COOEHHO TeM, Y KOro
HE COBCEM OIpe/iesIEHHast KOHIIOBKA, — MHE Obl XOTEJIOCh UMETh
IIPOJIOKEHHE. . .

Bonpllle HA OflHA KHUTA HE W3bSBWIIA JKEJIaHWE TPHCOEIH-
HWUTBhCS K MX KoMmnaHuu. Ha mpo3By4aBImii Hanmocnaeaok mpu-
3BIBHBIN BO3MIAC XOJIMCa KTO-TO 3€BHYJ, KTO-TO OTBETUJ COH-
HbIM Oypuanuem. U Bc€, Hu 3ByKa Oosbinie. [lom cnait.
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Jlosnroit v, KOPOTKOM Ji ObLJIa UX J0pOra — HUKTO HE 3HaeT.
Jla u caMy KHUATH BaM 3TOTO HE CKaXyT, Belb, B OTJIMUHUE OT JIIO-
Jieid, TOMHSAT OHU TOJIBKO HanOoJiee sipKue MOMEHTHI sKu3HHU. [1o-
yemy? — crpocute Bbl. HaBepHOE, OTOMY, YTO MHOTOYUCIICH-
HBIE €€ MOAPOOHOCTH, KOTOPBIE HAM C BaMH BPSII I ObUTO OBl
MHTEPECHO YUTaTh, OTCYTCTBYIOT B UX COJACPKAHUMU.

Ho BOT Briepeu 4To-TO 3aMENBTEIIIIIO, 3alTyMESIO, a IIOTOM
nepe/l MyTHUKaMH BbIPOCTIa OTPOMHAasi CTeHa.

— Y0 310, MUCTEp X0oamc? — ¢ TpeBoroi mpousHeciaa Ckaska.

OnbITHBIN NeTeKTUB U caMm He 3Hajl. Ho, coxpaHsisi cnokoil-
CTBUE, MBITAJICS HAUTH OTBET Ha BOMPOC.

— Tloxoxe, Mbl KEM-TO WJIM YEM-TO OKPYKEHbI, — BbIPa3UJ
CBOE omryuieHue Tom.

— Tak cnoxHO onpenenuTs, — ckazana Mar, — Mbl BE/Ib HE MO-
KEeM, Kak JIIOAW OPUEHTUPOBAThCS BO BHEIIHEM mupe. HyxkHo,
YTOOBI CTPAHUYKY MOAHST BeTep. C BBHICOTHI OHA BCE Pa3IIISAUT
1 CKaXeT, IIe Mbl HAaXOOUMCH.

— Xopomas ujaes, — nogaepxan noHadany Mar Xomve. Ho
3aTeM, MoayMaB, YCOMHWICS: — TolbKO, 00I0Ch, HUYEro He T0-
JIYUYUTCH. ..

— Eciu BeTep NogHUMET CTpaHUUKY, NUIIN: pornayio. OHa K
HaM OOJIbIlie He BEPHETCS, — O3BYUIJI €r0 MBICTb ToMm.

Ho crpanmnuka yxe Mo3BOJMIa BETPY MOAXBATUTH ceOs1. U B



CJIEAYIONIMIA MUT O4yTUJIaCh BBICOKO-BBICOKO HaJl 3€MJIEN.

—Bot u Bc€, — 00peu€HHO BHIJOXHYJI CTAPUK, KOTOPHIN C HEKO-
TOPOTO BPEMEHHM CTaJl OUYEHb TEIUIO OTHOCUTHCS K CTPAHUUKE, —
HaMm Oosbliie e€ He yBUIETh... Huuero He ckaxelib, Xopolas
ObUIa Ued. ..

KHurH 3acThutn, CTaiv CIIOBHO HEXXHBbIE, MOJTUA HAOMO/Ias 32
TEM, KaK BETep HOCUT B BbIIIIMHE CTPAHUYKY.

[epBoii oxuna Mar:

— Her, He Bc€, — mocmoTpute, OHa BO3Bpalaercs!

Ycablmas 310, OCTAIBHBIE TOXKE MPUIILIY B JBUKEHUE.

— U npaBna, — npousnéc Tom, HE Beps CBOMM IJ1a3am, — BO3-
Bpallaercs. . .

W crpannuka TOoTYac IJIaBHO OMYCTMJIACh HA 3€MJII0 BO3Jie
Hrx. Ckaska 6pocuiiach K Hell M Hakpbl1a e€ coOoM, Tak Kak 0o-
SIIaCh, YTO BETEP MOXKET HaJIeTeTh CHOBA. [IpeObIBatoniuii B BOC-
TOP’KEHHBIX UyBCTBaX XOJMC CKa3al:

— Mos munas, kak BaM 310 ypaé€rcs!? Bl ToIbKO 4TO Hapy-
LIWJIN 3aKOHBI (DU3MKH, Bellb KpalHE MAJIOBEPOSTHO, UTO BETEP
MOT JIOCTaBUTh BaC B TOYHOCTHU B TO k€ MECTO, IJie moaoopart!

A Towm, 4bst 00J10%Ka Jake MOCBETIeNa OT PaJ0CTH, UCTIBITAIT
MPUJIUB TOPIOCTH 32 CTPAHUUKY.

— 4 yBuzena ropof, — Jaja CTpaHM4YKa OTBET Ha BOJHYIOIIUI
BCEX BOIMPOC.

— I'opon? I'opoa... Hy, pa3ymeeTcsi, — 3aris/iblBasi B CBSI3aH-
HbI€ C 3TUM CJIOBOM BOCIIOMUHAHUS, TPOU3HEC XOJIMC.

Cran BcnomuHatb 1 Tom. Ho nepes HUM TO 1 €710 BO3HUKAIA



MpauHasi KapTHHa Iropojia, pa3pylIeHHOTO BOIMHOM.

— 41 3Ha10, 4TO Takoe ropoa! — ¢ PagOCTHBIM YYBCTBOM ITPO-
n3Hecsa Cka3ka. — 9TO MHOTO JIIOIEel 1 MHOTO KHUT'!

— He To/1bKO KHUT, MOS1 JOporasi, — TPO3BYyYasl POBHbINA, MOKET
OBITh, a’ke HEMHOT'O TIeUasIbHBIN rooc XoiMca, — IIpaBUJIbHEee
CKa3aTh: B HEM MHOTI'O BCETrO, B TOM YHUCJIe ¥ HAC, KHUT. . .

— [Noxoke, clona HaM 1 HYKHO OBUIO TTPUIATH, — CKa3ajia Mar.

— He coBcem noHumaro... noyemMy UMEHHO ciofa? — ¢ J1oJe
COMHEHUs cipocut Tom.

— bubnmuorteka HaXOAUTCS 3/1€Ch, — MOSICHIIIA CTPAHUYKA.

W myTHUKH, OOpSCh CO CBOMMHU CTpaxaMu U COMHEHUSIMH,
JBUHYJIMCH JAJIbIIIE, HABCTPEUY HEU3BECTHOCTH OOJIBIIIOTO rOPO-
Ja.

Bokpyr Hux kunena xussb. lllymHas, cogepxaiasi B cebe
MHOKECTBO BEILIEH — 3HAKOMBIX U HE3HAKOMBIX — OHa BUEJACh
MM II0JTHOW onlacHOCTEN. Botbliie Bcero KHUru O0SJIMCh TOTO, 4TO
e€ CTpeMUTeNIbHbIE TIOTOKH B JIIOOOH MOMEHT MOTYT UX Pasiy-
ynTh. CKa3Ka OT CTpaxa He MOIJIa JJa)ke CMOTPETh [0 CTOPOHAM, U
JQymaJia O TOM, Kakoi OHa Oblj1a TIIyToM, KOTjia BOCTOprasach ro-
pornoM. Huckomnbko He syuiiie uyBcTBOBas cedst Tom, — eMy yxe
HE rpe3wiach BOWHA — OH ObUI YBEPEH, UTO OKa3aJicsl Ha BOMHE.
[TonaBieHHBIM BBITJISIIEN U XOJIMC, TOTOMY KaK HE TOHUMAJI, YTO
MPOKUCXOANUT BOKPYT, HE yCleBal 3aMedarb. Mar BHelHe Oblia
CMOKOIHA, HO OHA TOXeE MEPEKUBaIa, — XOTs, KaK U CTPAHUYKA,
niepexxuBaia OoJbIe O IPYTHX.



— Ham HyxHO ocraHoBuTbcsl. Hy:XHO HailTu TUXoe MecTo,
YCTIOKOHUTBCS ¥ TIEPEAOXHY Th, — 00PATHIIACh KO BCEM CTPAHMUKA.

— Tuxoe mecto? Ho re 31echr MOXKHO HAUTH TUXOE MecTo?! —
B oT4yasiHMU nipeObiBaiia Ckaska.

— Ham HyXHO UATH, OCTaHABIIMBATHCS HEJIb3sl, €CJIU OCTAHO-
BUMCsI, MOXEM TMOTHOHYTh, — CKa3an ToM, BOKPYT KOTOPOTo pBa-
JIMCh CHAPSIBI U JIIOIU CXOAMJIACH B PYKOMAITHOM OOI0.

— CTpaHnyka mnpaBa, HY:)KHO OCTAHOBUTHCS, — PELIUTESIbHO
npousHecaa Mar.

— A 4ro0 ckaxerte Bbl? — oOparunack Ckaszka K X0JIMCy, Ha 4eit
OITBIT TIOJIArajiach OOJIbIIIE BCETO.

— Bepno, — ckazan XonmMc. — HyxHo ocraHoBuTbCs. TONbKO
UCKATh TUXOE MECTO He Oy/IeM, — Ha 3TO MOXKET YUTU HEMAJIO Bpe-
MEeHH 1 cii1. Ham HyXHO ITPOCTO MepeBecTH AIXaHue, Ompodo-
BaTh CIIOKOMHO Pa300paThCsi B TOM, YTO MPOUCXOIUT.

— Ha Boiine Tak ce0s He BeyT, MO JpyT, — 3aMeTusI eMy ToM.

— Mesxay TeM, 4ero Mbl He IOHUMAEM, K Y€MY He MPUBBIKIIN
Y BOWHOW ecTh OOJbINas pa3HUIla, MOW JIpyr! — mapupoBaj ero
3ameuaHure Xoamc. Y Tom, kak Obl HM ObLJIO €My CJIOKHO MpH-
HATb TAKOE MHEHUE, BCE K€ JIOMYCTUJI, 4YTO XOJIMC IpaB.

KHUTY OCTAaHOBWIIMCDH U BBICTPOMIIUCH BKPYT, YTOOBI BUJETh U
CJIBILIATH TOJIBKO JPYT Apyra.

— Ha 3TOT 1i1yMHBIN ¥ IOABUKHBIM MUP SIBHO MOKHO CMOTPETh
MHaye! — ¢ YyBCTBOM M YBEPEHHOCTBIO T'OBOPUJ XOJIMC, CTpe-
MSICh TIPUOOOIPUTDH APY3ei: — DTO JIMIIb eSO MPUBBIYKHU. Bo-
KPYT HAaC He ITPOUCXOANT HUKAKMUX BOCHHBIX JeUcTBUM. JlIonu He



CXOSATCS B PYKOITAIITHOM 0010, a ITPOCTO B OOJIBIIIOM KOJTUYECTBE
YAYT B pa3Hble CTOpOoHBI. Ha/l HaMuy He JieTalT HUKaKue Iy 1
CHAPSIJIBI, 3TO TIPOCTO ABTOMOOWJIN — B OOJIBIIIOM FOPOJIE X MHO-
ro, — 1 emié u3peaKa B HeOe MOKET MPOrpeMeTh MacCakUupPCKUn
CaMOJIET. A KpOME TOTO. .. 3[IECh CTOJIBKO BCEBO3MOKHbBIX KHMT,
ra3eT U KypHAJIOB, KOTOPBIE, B OTVIMYME OT HAC, HE UCTIBITHIBAIOT
HUKAKOI'0 CTpaxa, — IMPpeJICTaBbTe ceOe: B 9Ty CaMyl0 MUHYTY OHU
MIPECIIOKOMHO cede MOJIEKMBAIOT Ha MoJIKax MarasuHoB. Ceituac
OBl OHU BJOBOJIb ITIOCMESINCH HaJ HAMMU.

— He Buky B 3TOM HUUYErO CMELIHOTO, — XMYPO HPOU3HEC ToM.

— [a, Tl 11paB, 3TO HE CMEIIHO, — ogAepxana ero Mar. — Ho,
0 CyTH, XOJIMC TOBOPUT MPaBy. DTOT MUP HE TaK OMaCeH, KaKk
HaM KaKeTCcsl, Mbl MOKeM BOCIIPMHUMATh €ro MHayve.

— HyHO MpocTO HEMHOIO MOJOKAATh, U, €CJIU MbI 3TOrO XO-
THM, BCE caMO COOOI0 U3MEHMTCS, — CKa3aJsia CTPaHUYKa.

N nocne e€ ciaoB Mexay Apy3bsiMUA BOLAPUIIOCH TIOJTHOE CO-
rjacue.

OHu crosiM Tak, Moka He ceno comiHie. C HacTylieHHeM
THUIIMHBI U TOSIBJICHUEM 3BE3/] B HEOe CTpax OKOHYATESbHO MX
MOKMHYJI; @ HA €r0 MeCTe BO3HUKJIO YyBCTBO, YTO 3aBTPa OHU
TIPOCHYTHCSI B HOBOM J1J1s1 ce0s1 MUpe, KOTOPBI BO MHOTOM OyeT
HE MOXO0X Ha TOT, YTO OHM BUJIEIU CETOIHS.
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Tomy nonro He crianiock. X0Ts c1oBa XonMca 1 yOeIuiu ero,
BCSIKUU pa3, KOT/Ia OH IbITAJICS MOTPY3UThCS B COH, MPeBpalla-
cs B cosjara, KOTOpOMY CO BCEX CTOPOH yrpoxaja ONAacHOCTD,
Y OT OYEPEJHOIO B3pbiBa WM y/apa, B3IparuBajl U MPOCHIIa-
cs. He cmbikana ria3 Mar. Ho 6ecconnunia e€ He My4uJia, Impo-
CTO €l HE XOTeJIOCh ClaTh, U OHA BCE IJIAe)Ia Ha 3BE3OLL. A Ie-
pen X0JIMCOM BCTaJIO CTOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, YTO HU O KAKOM CHE HE
Moryio ObITh M peun. bosimack ycHyTh Ckaska: 4To eciu, Korjaa
OHa MPOCHETCS, HE YBUIUT CBOUX Jpy3er? YTo eciiu, moka OHU
Oy/IyT criaTh, KTO-TO WJIM YTO-TO pa3nyuut ux? YUrto craHer ne-
JIaTh OHa B 9TOM HE3HAKOMOM Mupe, Oyayuu ogrHoKou ? Ctpari-
HO ceOe mpeAcTaBuTh... Eil Tak x0Tesnock, YToOBl KTO-TO YCIIO-
KOWJI €€, paccKaszall eil CKa3Ky WM cren KoiabioenbHyo. U Tyt
PS/IOM C Hell cesla CTpaHUYKa, KOTOPOU HE CIaioCh TOTOMY, YTO
HE CIIAJIOCh HUKOMY.

— Mwuiasi cTpaHM4Ka, XOTh Thl BCETO JIMIIb CTPAHUYKA, U HE
3Haelllb HA CKA30K, HY MECeH, 51 BEPIO B TO, YTO Thl HEOOBIKHOBEH-
Has, BomeOHast! U, eciiu TeGe BIpYr 4TO-HUOYIH BCIOMHUTCS,
PaCcCKaxu WM CIIOU 3TO MHe, — nonpocuiia e€ Ckaska.

Pazymeercs, crpaHrnyka Oblia BCEro JIMIIb CTPAHUYKON U He
3HaJIa HU CKa30K, HU IE€CEH, HO, B TO € BPEMsl, €l OYE€Hb XO-
TeJOCh MOMOYb JApyry. OHa Morisena BOKpPYrT, MOMsIeia Ha
3BE31HOE HEOO, Ha MUHYTY 3a/lyMaJiach, a TIOTOM TUXOHBKO 3a-



rnena:

3BE€31Has HOYb. Bokpyr TuimHa.

B HeOe cefjast HaM CBETUT JIyHa.

ITpowmeén gonruii AeHb, NO3aAX TPYIHBIA ITyTh.
ITyTHHMKY HYXHO NpHUJIEYb, OTAOXHYTb.

Cnu, no6past Ckaska, mycTb CHUTCS TeOe
Cusinuie 3B€3]] B HOYHOM TITyOUHE
['me-To Ha HUX TOXE CKa3KM JKHUBYT,

M 1o Houam K cebe B TOCTH HAC KIYT.
Ectb y TEex cka3zok cBOI MaJIeHbKUI IOM, —
Tux0o 1 MUPHO, U BECEJIO B HEM.

BujieH B OKOIlIKe TAMHCTBEHHBIN JIec;
Mup BOKpPYT HOJIOH 3arajiok, 4ygec, —
W xutensb 3B€3/b1 B HETO MOIAJAET,

Kak Toibko cKka3Ky unMTaTh HAUMHAeT.
Cnm 1oOpasi KHUTa, IyCTh CHUTCS Tebe
COH, YTO ITOMOXET COBITHCSI MEUTE;
[Tyctb nocsie HOUM CIIOKOMHOM U SICHOM,
B ueii-To 10M ThI BOMAEIIH
Honroxmaaaon Cka3Kom.

Korna necnst 3akonuniace, Cka3ka moonarogapuiia CTpaHny-
Ky M CIIOKOWHO YycHyJja. HeoxupanHo npuiien coH u k Tomy.
[TouyBCTBOBAB, UTO HUKTO U3 Apy3ed OOJIbIlE HE UCIIBITHIBAET
TPEBOT'Y, CTPaHUYKa yCTpousack Bo3ie CKa3Ku, PUKPBLIACH €10,
4YTOOBI BETEP CIIyYallHO €€ He YHEC, M TOXKe MOrpy3Kiach B COH.



Ho no-npexnemy He cnanoch Xonmcy. C HOBOM CHUJION Tie-
pel HUM BCTaJl BOMPOC: KTO Takast cTpaHnyKa? « OOBIKHOBEHHbIS
CTpaHMIIBI HE Pa3roBapUBAIOT U MECeH He TOI0T, — paccyxaall
OH, — J1a YTO TaM NECHH, KOrJa B OOJBIITMHCTBE CBOEM CTPAHUIIBI
— 3TO JIMIIb YACTUYKMA KHUT, U O€3 cCaMUX KHUI HUYEro cOOOM
HE TMPEeJCTaBIAIOT. ['a3eThl, KypHaIbl U Te noyxuBble. Cka3ka
TOBOPUT O BOMIIEOCTBE, HO TOJILKO CKAa3KU B BOJIIIEOCTBO U Be-
pat. [l Bcex OCTalIbHBIX J1I00ast Belllb UMeeT CBOE OObsICHEHHE,
¥ BOJIIEOCTBO B TOM uuciie». OQHAKO, HA OVH U3 HaWIEeHHBIX
¥IM OTBETOB IOJHOCTBIO €r0 HE YIOBJIETBOPUJI. Bripouem, Xommc
OBbLIT 3TOMY JIaXe paJi, Bellb PaCKPhITh TAlHY BOJIIIEOCTBA CIIUIII-
KOM OBICTPO TOXeE HE XOTeJIOCh Obl — IyCTh OHA elIE MOOY/eT Taii-
HOW. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH TaK U YCHY, CIIpaIllMBasi — TOJIbKO yXke
He y ce0s1, a y 3B€371 1 JIyHbI, — KTO K€ Takas 9Ta CTpaHWYKa.

A Mar Bcé cmoTpena B HO4HOe HeOo U aymaia. OHa qymana
O TOM, KaK HE3HAUUTEJIbHbl OHU, YEThIPE HUKOMY HE U3BECTHBIE
KHUTU U CTPaHUYKA, B 3TOM orpoMHoM mupe! U, B TO ke Bpe-
MsI, KaKO€ 9y/I0, YTO 3TOT MUp He obomencs 6e3 Hux! CIoBHO
OTKJIMKASICh Ha €€ MBICIIb, 3alliesiecTesia BOKpyr Mar TpaBa. «U,
KOHEYHO, He TOJIbKO 0e3 Hac, — CKa3asia TpaBe KHUra, — 6e3 Kax-
JON TPaBUHKH, 0€3 KakJOro KaMelka U MecuuHKu. Mbl Bce U
€cTb 3TOT OrpOMHBIN, YIMBUTEIbHBI MUP ! »
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MHoro i1 BpeMeHH MPOoIIO € TOro Yaca, Kak MyTHUKH YCHY-
JIVL, MAJIO JIU — HEM3BECTHO, — HO IPOOYIWIIMCh OHU B COBEPIIICH-
HO JIPYIOM MECTE.

BMmecTo HeOa Hal HUMH BBICHJICSA CBOIYATHIN MMOTOJIOK. Bme-
CTO IEpPEBbEB U TPaB UX OKPYKaJIU JIIOAN U KHUTH.

[MepBoe, 4TO WiCTIBITAIN JPY3bsI ITOCTIE TPOOYKICHHUSI, 3TO UYB-
CTBO TpeBoru. Bejib He3HAKOMAast 0OCTAaHOBKA MTPEXKIE BCETO MOT-
Jla 03HayaTh TO, YTO onaceHus ux cobutuchk. Ho yxe B ciemyio-
U MUT OHU BCTPETUIUCH B3IJISJIOM JPYT C IPYrOM, MOHSUIH,
YTO HUKTO U3 HUX HE MOTepsICs, U TPEBOra OTCTYIHIIA.

— I'ne mb1? — ciipocuia, npuxoas B uzymiienue, Ckaska.

— Bo3MoskHO TaMm, 1€ ¥ TOJDKHBI ObIIA OKa3aThCs, — OTBEYaJl
Towm, 3a/1aBIIMIACA TOYHO TAKUM K€ BOITPOCOM.

— DTO KHUKHAs sApMapKa, — Aaj Oojiee orpeaeéHHbII OTBET
Xonmc. — He 6ubmmoteka, KOHEYHO, — HE IOM [JIS1 KHUT, a TOJIBKO
TOCTUHMIIA, HO, TEM HE MEHEe. .. U3 BCEero, 4To MOIJIO HAC OXKH-
JlaTh, TAKOW BapUaHT MPEJCTABJSIETCS OIHUM U3 JTyUIIIUX.

— Kakoe ke cyactpe, 4To HaC HE pa3iyywid! — ¢ YyBCTBOM
npousHecna Ckaska.

— B 11e710M He yauBHUTENBHO, — OTBEYAI €l Ha 3TO XOJIMC. —
Bonpoc y MeHs BBI3bIBAET TOJIBKO TO, KaK OKa3asach 3JIECh CTpa-
Hruka. [Touemy e€ He BHIOPOCHIIH, UTO OOBIYHO AEJAIOT C OTJEIh-
HBIMH CTPAHMIIAMM, & IPUHECIIU CIOAA BMECTE C Hamu 7



Cka3ka ¢ 0ecroKOMCTBOM MOCMOTpeNia Ha CTPAaHWUKY, Kak
Oy/ITO Ta, OT TOTO, YTO He JAOJI)KHA ObUIA 371eCh OKa3aThCsl, MOIJIA
ceryac e UCYE3HYTh.

Crpannuka BbiIIsAea 3aayMunBoid. OHa U caMa HAYEro He
MOHMMAJIA.

— 4 3Ha10, — cka3zasia Mar. — Tor, KT0 Halen Hac, Ha4yajl MEHS
yntaTh. Kaxercs, s 3auHTepecoBaa ero, moToMy 4To, MpOUTs
HECKOJIbKO CTPaHULI, OH BJIOKWJI B MEHS 3aKJIAJIKY.

— W 3aknagkoil mociayxuia CTpaHUYKA, — JOCKa3aJl BMECTO
Hee Xonmc. — Kak ke 51 He poragascs cpasy!

— U kakoBO 3T0, OBITH YMTAEMOM ? — C UHTEPECOM M, OTHOBPE-
MEHHO, TOCKOIO cripocus y Mar Towm.

Ho TyT B X pa3roBop BMelllanach IOCTOPOHHSISI KHUTA:

— 3auem cnpammBarh? CKOpO caMu BCE y3HAETe.

— Boo0i11e-10, MIJIEHIINN — HE 3HAI0, KaK BAC BEJIMYATH — 3TOT
BOIIPOC £ 3a/1aJ1 CBOEMY JPYTY, a CTajo ObITh, OTBET XOTEJ MOJY-
YUTb OT HEro, — cAesall eil 3ameuaHuie Tom.

Hesnakomka 3amonyana. Ho Mar m Ha 310T pa3 He ycnena
oTBeTUTh TOMy, TaK Kak BHE3AITHO 3arOBOPWIN JIPYTUE€ KHUTHU,
HaxonuBInvecs: moonm3octu. [ToaHsICA HEBEPOATHBIN LTyM.

— 1010 5 U 60s17ICs, — ¢ JTocanou mpousHec Xommc. — Kto Ob1
CTaJl COMHEBAThCS, YTO KHUTH, B OOJIBIIIMHCTBE CBOEM, — BOTLIIO-
1ieHus criokorcTBus. OIHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO BO3HUKAET KaKON-HU-
Oy/ib CIOp — Bbl BUJUTE CAMH, — Y MHOTUX U3 HUX MPOOYKAaeT-
Csl JKeJIJaHUE BbICKA3aThCsl, IOKPUTUKOBATH. XOPOIIO €1IE, YTO UX
IIyM He JIOHOCHUTCS JI0 JIIOfIEH, — 9TO OBl T€ MOIJIM O HHX TIO/TY-



Marthb?..

He Bce kHUTM ycabiaiy ciioBa X0JIMca, HO T, KTO UX YCIIbl-
11aJ1, TOTYAC 3aMOTYaJIH.

— HaBepHoe, nx MOKHO IOHATH, — cka3ail Tom. — Ecnu ¢ kHu-
raMu He MPOUCXOOUT Kakas-HUOYIb UCTOPHS, OHU TIOYTH BCE
BpeMs MOTYAT. A TYT Yy HUX MOSIBWICA IMOBOJ IOTOBOPUTb. ..

— A Kakasi uCTopusi, IO3BOJIbTE CIIPOCUTH, TPUKITIOUMIACH C
BamMM? — 3aJ1aJ1a BOIIPOC JPYy3bsIM MOJTYA HAOMIOABINAS 32 HUMU
KHUTa C IPEeJCTaBUTEIbHON BHEIIHOCTBIO.

ToM KOpPOTKO MepecKa3ayl HE3HAKOMILY UX UCTOPHIO.

— He BO3bMY B TOJIK, — CKa3aji, BHUMATEJIbHO BBICTYIIAB €0,
HE3HAKOMell, — KaK e TaK MOJTy4YHJIOCh, YTO C IOMOILBIO BaC CO-
Oupasuch pa3BoAUThH OrOHb? KOHeUHO, MHOT 1A 9TO CITy4YaeTcs co
CTapbIMU SK3eMIUISIpaMHu. .. Ho BriepBbIe CITBIITY, YTOOBI TOJ00-
HOE HEeCYacThe €/IBa He MOCTUIJIO HOBbIE KHUTH.

—Yro0 %, BEpOSATHO, BpEMEHA MEHSIIOTCS, — CKa3ajl eMy XOJIMC,
KOTOPOMY ceryac TOke MOKa3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM, YTO TAKOE MOIJIO
CIIyYUTHCH.

— W cHOBa MHE He MOHSITHO: YTO Bbl UMEETE B BUAY, KOrJa
TOBOPUTE, YTO BpeMEHa MEHSIOTCS ?

— Honro pacckasbiBath. U, 6010Ch, €CITU JJake paccKaxy, Bbl
BCE PABHO HE MOMMETE, — OTBETUJI XOJIMC, HE MCIIBITHIBAS KEJa-
HUS IPOJIOJIKATh Pa3roBOP ¢ HE3HAKOMOM KHuUrou. Ho ta He oT-
crynaja.

— BbI xoTHTEe MeHs oOuaeTh? — ¢ YKOPU3HOW MpOM3HecIa
oHa. — [louemy s He noumy?..



— DT0 BOBCe He OOMIIHOE 3aMeuyaHue, a, CKopee, KOMILIH-
MEHT, — CKa3aJl el XOJIMC, — Cyisl IO BCEMY, Bbl BIIOJIHE yCIEIII-
HBI, B BaC €CTh BCE€ HEOOXOAUMOE JIJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBO-
PUTb CIIPOC COBPEMEHHOTO UuTaTesl. MBbl 5K — COBCEM HE TaKUe.

— Moii Ipyr IpocTo XOUeT CKa3aTh, YTO MHOTMM KHHUTaM B Te-
NIEpEeLIHEe BpeMsI HEJIETKO HAWTH CBOETO YMTaTE s, — HALLEN BO3-
MOHOCTb BKparTiie 0ObCHUTh He3HakoMmily Tom. — Jliogu yxe
HE TaK UHTEPECYIOTCS KHUTaMH, KaK paHblIIe.

Ho nocrnie ero oObsicHeHusI TIpeICTaBUTENTbHAS KHUT'A HEOXKU-
JAHHO MTOMEHSJIach B JIMLIE U TOJIOCE.

— IlonHas yenyxa! — pelmMTeNbHO 3asBWIa OHAa. — BpemeHna
Bceraa MeHswrTcsa. He crout meitaTbesl onpaBjiaTh 3TUM CBOIO
HenpurogHocTs! Bel, padymeercsi, He BUHOBATHl B TOM, UTO Bbl
TaKue, Kakue ecTb. [TpocTo BalmM aBTopam He XBaTUJIO 4ero-To,
HanpuMep, NMUCATeIbCKOIO MacTepCcTBa, SPYAULIUUA, COBPEMEH-
HOCTHU, YTOOBI BbI CMOTJIM MIPUBJIEYD K ceOe BHUMAaHUE IMPOKOTO
Kpyra uutaresnei. MHe UCKpeHHE KaJlb, IKEHTJIbMEHbI, HO Bpe-
MeHa TyT He pu4eéM. AX, 11a, s e 3a0bLT TpecTaBuThes. bect-
cesuiep! Ho nis Bcex — npocto becr!

A TIOTOM CTOJIb 7K€ HEOKUAAHHO OHA MCYe3Jia C TPUJIaBKa.

— Bor Te Ha, — npousnéc Tom.

— Bor 3t0 2! — ckazana norpscénnas Ckaska. — Ero He cramm
paccMarpuBaTh, Kak JPyTrUx, a cpa3y ke Kynuiu!

— Buano, oH u BrnpaBay becrt! — mpousHecia u3ymii€HHast
Mar.

— CBowu cJioBa OH MOATBEPAWII JIMYHBIM NpuMepoM. Bot no-



Yyemy s He XOTeJl eMy HU4ero ropoputh. OH 3aMeTeH, yCHelleH,
a MBI — HET.

Ckazas 310, X0JIMC 3arpyCTHIL

— Boixogut, bect npas? — npousHecna Cka3ka, KOTOPOU, IJis-
151 Ha HEro, TOXe CTajJ0 IPyCTHO. — BBIXOOUT, Hallli aBTOPHI. ..
MIPOCTO OIUOINCH B HAC. ..

— W npas u He npas. B xu3HU BCE HE Tak IIPOCTO, Kak Ha
cioBax. MoxeTr ObITh, HAIIIMM aBTOPaM M BIIPaBy HE XBaTHJIO
Yero-To... HO TOJILKO He BCe JIOJKHBI ObITh TAKUMU, Kak becr, —
cKazas XOoJIMC.

— U ycnex Toxe ObIBaeT pa3HbIM, — MPOIOIKUIIA €r0 MBICITh
Mar. — Takux, kak bect, unTaloT MWJUIMOHBI, HO HA CAMOM [IeNIe
BaXXHO, YTOOBI HAC ITOJTIOOMJIH. . .

— U maxe, ecu KHUTY TMOIOOUT OUH €TMHCTBEHHBIN UEJIO-
BEK, OHA y’K€ HallMcaHa He 3psi, — CKa3ajia CTpaHU4Ka.

— A ecnu HeT... — Tuxo npomonswia Cka3ka, — €Cli HUKTO,
COBCEM HUKTO €€ He IOJI00UT, 4TO Toraa’?..

A B Tome ciioBa CTpaHUYKHU MPOOYIVIIN €ro TepBbie BOCIIO-
MUHaHUS O %u3HUA. OH yBUJEN CBOEro aBTOpa, MOYYBCTBOBAI,
KaK aBTOp co37a€T ero. bynyun mianeHiieMm, ToM OTHOBpEMEHHO
HaXO/WUJICSI B HECKOJIBKMX Pa3HbIX MECTaxX, HA HECKOJIbKUX Yep-
HOBUKAX, ¥ €ro TPyIHO OBbLIO MPOYECTh M3-3a HePa300pUUBOTO
MOoYepKa U MHOTOYMCIICHHBIX UcTipaBieHuid. OH BCIOMHUJI, KaK
aBTOP JIIOOUJI €70, M KaK COMHEBAJICS B HEM; KaK CUMTAJ €r0 BaX-
HBIM MPOU3BEJICHUEM, U KaK B 9TOM pa3yOekIaJICs; KaK MeuTal
O TOM, UYTO €ro JETHUIIe CTAaHEeT CEMEWHBIM JIOCTOSIHUEM U OyJeT



NEepeXoIuTh OT MOTOMKOB K IOTOMKaM; KaK JOJIro JymMas Hal
Npe/JIOKEHUSIMY, OpaJicsl 3a TOJIOBY M B CepIIax MPOU3HOCHIL:
«Hy, xakou u3 meHs nucaress?! He nucaresns, a JypeHb cTapbly,
BOMBIIIMIA ceOe B TrOJIOBY, YTO JOJDKEH Hamucath poMat!» Jlexa
MOCPEM TOPbl KHUT B JIOME, IJie TONWICS KamMuH, Tom ckazail,
YTO CTAPUK 3ps1 CTAPAJICSl, YTO HUKOMY €ro TPy, KpoMe Hero ca-
Moro, oka3ajics He HyxeH. Ho ceiiuac oH uyBcTBOBas cebst Oma-
roJIapHbIM, CEYaC €My XOTeJIOCh CKa3aTh CBOEMY aBTOPY: «/[laxe
€CJIU He HaWJETCs TOT €IMHCTBEHHBIN YUTaTe b, KOTOPBIA MEHS
NoMOOUT, 51 OBLT M OCTAHYCh HABCET[a YacThI0 TBOETO Cep/lla U
pasymar.

[epexuBanus Toma rnomorau emy ycrnokoutb CKasKy:

— Bcé Oyner B nopsiake, poporas. Bor yBuauiib, Bc€ OyneT
TaK, KaK JIOJDKHO ObITh. MIHaue, 3auem Obl C HAMU MTPUKJTIOUNIIACH
ota ucropusi? CTpaHnyKa Hecripocta Hac pa3oOyauia, Oy/b yBe-
peHa, — Beflb J1axe cTapblid ToM MOBEpuII.

B 310 Bpems apyrue KHUrM 3aCOpUIIM MO MOBOAY MOKYIKH
becra u no nosoxy camoro becra. XonmMc npuciaymanics K Tomy,
YTO OHU TOBOPST, HO HUUETO He CKa3aJsl, a TOJbKO HAXMYPHJICS.

— HukTo He 3HaeT, KakoB 3T0T bect, — ckazana Mar, — 0 4ém
MOHO CIIOPUTH?

— He obparmaiite BHUMaHUs, UM MTPOCTO OXOTa TIOTOBOPUTb.
Korpga v ¢ kem oHM B Toc/ieHuil pa3 OecenoBanmu?! — ckazai
Tom.

— Becena u mycTble pa3roBopsl — aOCOIOTHO pa3HbIE BEIIH,
MOM JIpYT, — 3aMeTUJI eMy XOJIMC.



— Brpouem, uX MOXHO MOHSITh, — OHU MTPOCTO 0OECIIOKOEHBI
TEM, 4TO 3a BCE BpEMs, UTO IPOBEJIM 3[1€Ch, UM MAJIO UHTEPE-
COBAJIMCh, — 3a/lyMYMBO ITpoM3Heca Mar.

— Tak, Tak... u, MeXay MPOYUM, COIJIANIYCh C BAMHU IO MIOBO-
Ny ycriexa, — BAPYT KTO-TO MOJAEPKaJl €€ MbICTb. DTUM KEM-TO
cHoBa okazaics bect. — f Ob11 ObI HE MPOYb TOTOBOPUTH C BAMHU
00 3TOM eIlI€, HO, YBbI, HET BPEMEHH. . .

A BpemeHU y Hero He ObLJIO MIOTOMY, UTO MOCJISAHUE CIOBA OH
ITPOU3HEC, YHOCACH C ITPUJIABKA.

— Crienom 3a CBOMM JBOWHHUKOM, — npousHecaa Mar. — Bor
BaM U yCIIEX, — TAKOW KHUTE JIUIIIb CTOUT O HEM 3arOBOPUTh. . .

— Kak 3T0 300pOB0! — ¢ BocToprom npousnecna Ckaska.

— Kakoe Besenue! — meurarenbHo npousHéc Tom, KOTOPbIi
1oCJie BOCIOMHMHAHUI O JIETCTBE MCHBITHIBAT OIarOCKJIOHHOCTb
KO BCEM, HE MUCKJII0Yas U ycnemHoro mucrepa becra.

— He Be3eHue, a 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb, MOM JIpyr'! — IOITPaBUJI €r0
Xonmc. — Dtot bect, HaBepHsIKa, 3amevaresibHasi KHUTA.

— I[MomHoCTHIO cortaceH ¢ Bamu, — 00/1po ckaszas Tom, 4yeM BbI-
3BaJl y/IMBJICHUE JIpyra.

[lokynka BTOpOro, a 3aTeM U ell€ HECKOJIbKUX IK3EMILISPOB
Becra, Mexay TeM, CTpaHHO NOAEUCTBOBAJIA HA Pa3rOBOPUBIIIN-
ecsl BOKpYI' HUX KHUTY. Bce OHM, Kak 10 KOMaH[E, CMOJIKJIM.

— Yro npoucxoaut? — tuxo crnpocuia Ckaska. — [louemy oHr
BCE BAPYT ...

Hapony Ha sipmapke npu0aBisiioch, B pe3y/ibTaTe 4ero KHUTru
BCE yallle MIOKUAIY ITPUIABKY, U Ha HUX YK€ HE BO3BPAILIAIUCE.



— Heyxemu. .. — npomonsuia Cka3ska, M B IOUCKAX OTBETA HA
HE3aKOHYEHHBIM, HO MOHSATHBIA BCEM BOITPOC MOOYEPETHO OCTa-
HOBWJIA B3IJISI] HA KAXKJIOM U3 JPY3€u.

Xonmc, Mar n Tom Momgainm.

— Bcé Tak, — ckazana el cTpaHMuKa, — 3[I€Ch HAIllM JOPOTH
pacxogsrcs. ..

— Ho... — npomonBuia Cka3ka B HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

— MBI x0oTes M nonactb B OMOTMOTEKY, HO — MHE TaK KaXkeTcs —
YyJI0 yKe MPOU301LUI0 ¢ Hamu. W eciu 3/1ech MyTH HAIllKA pa3oii-
IyTCsl, 3HAUUT, TaK JIOJKHO OBITh, — CKa3zai Tom.

— C y4€TOoM TOro, 4YT0 KHUIaM IOJIaraeTcsi CTOSITh Ha MOJIKaX
WJIM JIekaTh Ha CTOJIe, a HE CTPAHCTBOBATh IO CBETY, ITO Jeu-
CTBUTEJILHO 4yJI0, — CKa3aJl XOJIMC. — MBI IUIH 32 OTBETOM. .. YTO
K, BOBMOKHO, HACTAJIO BPEMSI €r0 y3HATb.

— Bce B nopsigke, Ckazka. Eciim Mbl ¥ paccTaHeMcsl, TO JIUIIb
TIOTOMY, UTO OOpPEeTEM CBOEro uuTartesns, — ckazaaa Mar.

— Ho s, kaxercs, yxe oOpena To, 4To He XoTena Obl MOTe-
pATh, — mpoMosiBiwiia Ckaska. — M He yBepeHa... He 3Halo, 4TO
JUIS MEHSI BAKHEE: YMTATENb WK Bbl, BOBMOKHOCTb CTPAHCTBO-
BaTh BMECTE C BaMH. ..

— Bcé 310 ckopo 3abynercsi, — ckazai el XonMmc, — Thl 00pe-
TEIIb YATATEJIS, & BMECTE C HUM W HOBBIX JIpy3€d, CpeAr KOTO-
PHIX, sl yBepeH, Oy/IeT HeMaJlo CKa30K.

— A Kak xe crpaHuuka? Beap €€ ke HUKTO He KynuT. Yrto
Oyzaer c Her?!

[loka Bce mymasd, 4T0 OTBETUTH Ha 3T0 CKa3ke, CTpaHUYKa



MIPOU3HECA:

— He Bomnnyiitech 000 MHE, — BCE, YTO MOIJIO CO MHOH CITy-
YUTHCS, YKE CIIyUUIIOCh.

— Ho pasBe 1e6e He xouercsl y3HaTh, YACThIO KAKOW KHUTH ThI
spsiennbess? Y, MoxkeT ObITh, Tl ObI y3HaJIA 9TO, €CJT ObI MBI BCE-
TaK¥ JOILIN O OMOIMOTEKH, — cKa3aia e Ckaska.

Ha st0T pa3 3agymanach crpannuka. A Mar ckazana:

— 4, xaxercd, nonnMal. CTpaHMUYKa — HE KHUTA. .. U OHa ro-
BOPUT TaK HE NIOTOMY, YTO XOUYET HAC YCIIOKOUTb, & IOTOMY, YTO
TaK 4yBCTBYeT. MOXeT ObITh, B €€ KHU3HH, JICHCTBUTEIBHO, TIPO-
U30IILIO BCE, UTO JIOJKHO OBLIO TIPOM30MTH.

TyT HaJl HUMU BBITSIHY/IAch pyka. Ha kakoe-To MrHOBEHUE OHa
3aCThUIA B BO3/yXE, 4 [IOTOM OIYCTUJIACh HA MPUJIABOK ... B3sila
¢ Hero CKasky.

— Ilpomiaiite! — KpukHyaa apy3bsiM Hanociaeqok Ckaska. —
Obemamo, uro He 3a0yay Bac! Bbl ObUIM MHE Kak pojHble!

— Byap cuactimBa, Ckaska! — KpUKHYJ BAOTOHKY el Tom.

— C Heii Bc€ OyzieT X0opoIo, — cKazal X0JIMC, — C HeH JIOJKHO
OBbITh BCE XOPOIIIO, MOCKOJIbKY Y BCEX CKa30K XOPOILIUII KOHEl.

Bckope nocne Cka3ku oKMHya npujiaBok Mar.

— He ynbiBaiite! — TOJIbKO U ycriena OpoCUTh OHA HAMOCTEAOK.

— ITpomait! — B 01MH rosioc KpUKHYJIM e XonMc u Tom.

— A 4 mo-npexxHeMY He BEpIO, UYTO TAKOE MOXKET CO MHOM TTPo-
u30iTH, — cKazan Tom, oOpainasch K CTpaHUYKe U XOJIMCY. —
XoTb yOeiTe MeHsl, a s1 BCE paBHO JI0 TMOCJeJHEN CEeKYH bl OyI1y
B 9TOM COMHEBATHCS.



— $1 — NeTeKTUBHBIA pOMaH B IJIOTHOM 00J0XkKe. MHOTO BbI
BUJIE/IY IETEKTUBOB B IJIOTHOM 00510%kKe ? Biarogapst aToit HuJe-
0, B CYyIIIHOCTH, HE 3HAYAILIEN KPacoTe, s CTOI0 AOPOKE MHOTUX
MOHUX KOJUIET Mo *kaHpy. KoMy xouercs 3a He€ neperniaunBarh?
A 110 TOBOJy COAEPKAHUSA — 51 COBCEM HE YBepeH. Tak 4uto, ecnu
y KOTO-TO M3 HaC M €CTh IIAHC 3aKPENUTHhCS Ha MPUJIABKE, TaK
9TO y MEHsl, — CKa3ajl B OTBET XOJIMC.

— Moii apyr, BBl XOTUTE CO MHOU OCHOPUTH ? — IPUBHEC HOTHI
3a/10pa B UX pa3roBop Tom, CJIOBHO OTKJIMKASICh HA TTPU3bIB Mar
«HE€ YHBIBATbH>.

Ho kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT K HeMy IpoTsiHyJach pyka. Ha-
crpoenue Toma pe3ko U3MEHUIIOCH, U TaK y HEro 3a0usioch cepi-
1€, YTO OH HEe CMOT OOJIbIIIe BBIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA.

— INocnopwit Gbl, — THXO cKazan Xoamc camoMy cede, — ObLIO
OBI TOJIBKO C KEM. . .

— BbI ymaerte, Bac He KynAT? — CIPOCKJIA y HETO CTPaHUYKa.

— A He Bc€ i1 paBHO?.. — OTBETUJI XOJIMC, KOTOPBI TOXKE HE
3HAJI, K&K OTHOCUTBHCSI K COOCTBEHHOM MOKYTIKE.

— BeposATHO, — cka3ait OH, — eCJIM KYIIAT €1LE € 1ecATOK becTo
Y Napy AECATKOB [IPYTHUX, JIEKAUMX 3/1€Ch KHUT, TO HACTAHET U
Mo yepén. Bripouem, Mosi joporasi CTpaHUYKa, s IOJJ03PEBaro,
YTO cama 1o cede MOKYIKa emeE Majio 0 YEM TOBOPHUT, M MHOTHE
KHUTHY, Y3Hall OHU O TOM, YTO OXKHJAET UX MOC/e MOKYIKH, OT-
HecJIMCh Obl K Hell MeHee BOCTOPKeHHO. — BO3M0OXkHO, Mbl ObLIH
MO-HACTOSIIIIEMY CYACTJIMBBI, KOIJ]a BMECTE LI CIOJA. . .

— He rpycrure, Xonmc, — npou3Heciaa cTpaHuyka. — Kak Bbl



CaMu CKazalii, BCE 9TO CKOPO 3a0yneTcs1, Bbl OOpETETe unTatTes,
a BMECTE C HUM U HOBBIX JIPY3€H.

U Tak BHIIILIO, YTO CJIOBA CTPAHUYKHU OKA3JIUCh TTPOIIIAHUEM.
[Mokupan npuiaBok XoaMC CIIOKOMHO M MOJTYa, HO TIepe]] TeM,
KaK MCYE3HYTh U3 BUJIY, C YYBCTBOM IPOU3HEC:

— 41 Tak u He pasrazan Bamy TauHy! Bo3MOXHO, y&ke HUKTO 1
HuKorga e€ He pasrajgaet! IIpomaire, crpaHnyka!

— Ipomaiire, Xoamc!



5

B 6e3mogHoM mapke, B TpaBe, YKpbITasi OMAaBIlel JUCTBOM,
Jiexana ctpaHruka. OHa He cilylania BeTep, LypLIaHue JUCThER
Y TPaBbl, HE CMOTpEJIa BBEPX HA ACPEBbs U MTHULI, U TLJIBIBYIIME
oOJaka, a Korja men oAb, He MokJia oj HuM. [Totomy uTo ca-
Ma OblIa BETPOM, TPENelyIIMMU Ha BETBSIX U OTPhIBAIOIIMUCS
OT HUX JIMCTOYKAMH, JIEPEBbSIMU U MTUIIAMU, OONAKAMH U TEM-
HBIMM Ty4YaMH, JIOKJIEM, — KaK eCJI Obl B HEell ObUTM 3aKJTIOYCHBI
BOBCE HE CJIOBA, a My3bIKa. M BCE pexe BCOMUHAJIA O TOM, YTO
OHa elIE U CTPAHUYKA, YACTh KAKOW-TO UCTOPUH, KOTOPYIO OCEHb
YKpbLUIa cOOOH B IMycTHIHHOM Mapke. Ho kak-To pa3, korja crpa-
HUYKa BCTIOMHIJIA 00 3TOM, BETEp CIPOCHJI y HEe:

— A Thl IOMHHIIIb CBOUX ApYy3en?

Crpannuka HUYero He oreeTiia BeTpy. OHa 3a0blia CBOUX
Jpy3€il, HO BMECTe C TeEM OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MOXKET UTO-TO
BCIIOMHUTB. V1 BCKOpe Mocjie TOro el BIEPBBIE 3a AOJITOE Bpe-
M IIPUCHUWIICSA COH. B HEM BeTep NPUHEC €€ HA NEPEBAHHYIO BE-
paH[y, yChIlIaHHYI0 JTUCTBOW. CTpaHMUYKa cpasy ke MOHsLIa, Ie
O4yTWIACh. Yepe3 NPUOTKPHITYIO, MOCKPUIIBIBAIOILYIO Ha METIIAX
JBEPb BOIIUIA B JIOM U, KaK U OKUAAJIA, YBUAEIA B HEM I'OpHI CTa-
PbIX KHUT Y TOPSAIIMKA KaMHUH. «3[€Chb Mbl BCTPETWIUCh, — CKa-
3aJla BETPYy CTpaHW4Ka, BCIIOMUHAS, YTO MPOU30IILIO B 3TOM JI0-
Me, — HO Tellepb HUKOTO U3 MOUX JIpy3€eH 3/1eCh HET, — Mbl BMECTE
MOKMHYJIU JIOM. .. a, CITYCTSI KAaKO€-TO BpPeMsl, pacCTaIUCh. ..» Ho



KaK TOJIbKO OHA CKa3aja 3TO, MOCIbIIAJICS mopoxX. BeposiTHO,
OHA MOTPEBOXKIIIA COH OJJHOU M3 CTAPhIX KHUT U ceiluac e Oyaer
BbICKa3aHO 3ameyvanre. OJHaKO BMECTO CTapOi 3aClIAaHHOM KHU-
I'M CTPaHUYKa YBUJIENIa cBoero apyra, Toma. ToM e€ He ycibliann
Y He 3aMeTiil. OH CMOTpEN Ha OrOHb B KAMUHE U AyMaJl O YEM-
TO CBOEM.

— Tom! Tom! — kpuuana emy, 3Bajia €ro CTpaHUYKA, — IOYEMY
T 31ech?! U rae Bce octanbHbie? ['ne Ckaska, Mar, Xoiamc?

— Kax TbI 3HaeIb, Mbl pacCTajvch, — He 000PaYMBASICh, CYXO
orBeyas er Tom, — y KakI0ro U3 Hac CBOsI 1I0pora.

Ho u Ckaska, u Mar, n XoaMc Jiexxkaau 371eCh, TOJIbKO OHU HE
BUZEM W HE CIIBIIIAIM APYT Apyra, Kak OyaTo Ha caMoM [iene
HAXOJUJIMCh B PA3HBIX MECTaXx.

— INo uponun cyap0bl, — ckazai eir ToM, — MbI BEpHYJIUCH TY-
Ja, OTKy/Ia Havayv myTeniecTBre. KHUTH He CriOCOOHBI TBOPUTD
CBOIO cyab0y, a pa3 Tak, TO W IMyTeIIeCTBOBaTh MM BOBCE He3a-
yeM.

— Ho pa3Be Bac He kymwn?! Pa3Be Bbl HE HAIILIM CBOETO YH-
Taress?! — Bonpolaga CTpaHUYKa.

Towm e Huuero el He oTBeTW/1. CHavaga CTpaHUYKa He To-
HsJ1a, YeM ObUIO BBI3BAHO €ro MOTYaHKE, HO ITOTOM JIOrajaach:
JI0 HETO HE JTIOHECJIOCh HE EIMHOIO €€ CJI0Ba, TOM pa3roBapuBall
C Hell B CBOEM BOOOPaKEHUH, — KaK U BCE OCTaJIbHBIE, OH HAXO-
JIAJICS He 371€Ch, a TIe-TO JaJIeKO.

— 4 Mory momoub Te0e YBUIETHCS C IPY3bsIMH, — CKa3aJl CTpa-
HUYKE BETEP.



— Ho Kak... Kak MOXHO y3HarTh, IJIe OHU..

— 4 — Berep. 4 BcE 3Har0.

U oH TyT ke pa3dpocast yKpbIBaBIIIME CTPAHUYKY JIUCThS, TIOJI-
XBaTWI €€, 3aKPYKWJ, U, MOIHSB BbIIIE JEPEBbEB, MOMYA HaJl
rOPOJIOM.

Bckope Betep NpUHEC CTPAHUUYKY K MHOTO3TaXHOMY AOMY;
IJJABHO OMYCTUJI €€ Ha OJHO M3 €ro OKOH. B rocreBoil KOMHa-
T€, HAXOJSILIENCS MO0 Ty CTOPOHY OKHA, CTOST KHUKHBIN 1IKad,
a B HEM HECKOJIBKO psioB KHUT. CTpaHMYKa 00pasoBaachk, rmo-
JyMaB O TOM, 4TO CEMYac YBUIUT Cpelr HUX cBoero apyra. Ho
BOT TOJIBKO PAcCTOSIHME, KOTOpPOe ObUIO MEXIY HEll M1 KHUTaMU,
HE MO3BOJISUIO UX Pa3IMuUTh. Torga BHOBb MPUIIET HA BBIPYUKY
BETEP: OH MOMYJ CUJIbHEE, — OT €r0 IyHOBEHM S 3aAPOKaJIN CTEK-
Jla, paCaxHY/INCh U yOAPWJIU 110 OKOHHOMY OTKOCY (DOPTOYKH.
Tenepb cTpaHWYKa MOTJIa J1a)ke BOMUTU B KOMHATY, PUOTU3UTh-
csl K TOJIKaM M BceX paccMoTpeTh. OJTHAKO OHa He CTajia 3TOro
JesaTh, TaK Kak He XOTesla HUKOro OecriokouTh. Eciiu Betep He
omuoCcs, ¥ B KOMHATe BIPABAY HAXOAUTCS KTO-TO U3 e€ Ipy3eH,
TO OH (WJIM OHA) OOPATUT BHUMAaHUE Ha 9TU 3BYKH, U 3aMETUT €.
Betep He ommbcesa. Ha HukHel nonke mkada Ha4aaoch IBUKe-
Hue. I oqHOBpeMeHHO IO CTPaHUYKU JOHECCS 3HAKOMBI ToJI0C:

— Crpannuka?! dto Te1?! Her, He MOXeT ObITh, — HABEPHSIKA,
MHE 3TO UyAUTCS... DU, MAPHU, Bbl BUIUTE TO ke, 4TO U A7 A,
BIIPOYEM, MOJIYUTE, HE OTBEYAUTE. . .

Sro 6su1 Tom. Ho, cyns mo ero ronocy, oH ObUI CUACTIIUB.
Moxet ObITh, ToAyMasia CTPAaHUIKa, OHA 3Ps1 MOOECTIOKOMIIA €T0;



WIY OH Tak 00paJoBajics BCTpeye C Het?..

— CrpaHuuka... Thl MHE HE YYIMIILCS, €CJIU TOJBKO 51 HE
OKOHYATEJIbHO TPOHYJICSI PACCYJKOM... — Pa3Jajcs rojioc yxe
BONM3M, M CTpaHWYKA yBUJEIa BCKapaOKMBAIOIIETOCsl HA TOA-
OKOHHUK JpyTa.

— ToMm... — TOJNBKO U CMOIJIa TPOU3HECTH OHA U3-32 M30BITKA
YYBCTB.

— Heyxenu 1ol 31€Ch, iepeio MHOM?! MHOTO pa3 st BCIIOMU-
Haut Te0s1, Te0s1, Mar, Xommca, u Ckasky. Ho nipu stom... nipu
9TOM CTapaJicsl He MeUTaTh O BCTPeUe C BaMu, — MIOTOMY UTO He
CTOUT MEUTaTh O TOM, YTO HEBO3MOKHO? A 0Ka3ajoCh, 3TO BO3-
MoxkHo! Ho Kak, ckaky, Kak Tbl CMOIJIa MeHSI HaTH ?!

— 3710 BeTep. .. CHavaJia OH IOMOT MHE BCTIOMHUTb TeOsI U BCEX
OCTaJIbHBIX, a 3aTeM MTPUHEC MEHS CIofIa.

— HeseposiTHo. .. Bosblityio yacTs BpeMeHH, 4To s 371eCh TIPO-
BEJ, 4 ClIylIasl IyM BeTpa. Tak HeysKeu OH yCIIblllal MEeHs, MOU
MOJIMTBHI. .. Ctapuky ToMy B 3TO TPYIHO IOBEPUTb.

— $1 i XoTena yBUIETh Bac, — TOBOPUJIa €My CTpaHUYKa, —
9T0OBI YOEIUTHCSI, UTO Y BaC BCE B MOPSIJIKE.

— 7Kanpb Te0s1 oropuarh, — He 3HaI0, KaK y JIPyrux, a y MeHs
TOYHO He BCE B MOpsiIKe, — oTBeuan ei Tom. — 4 yxe Hauan y-
MaTb, YTO ITO KAKOK-TO 37I0M POK. .. MEHsI KYIWIU J1s1 TOTO, 4TO-
ObI KOMY-TO TIOAAPUTb. .. MYCTh OBl U TaK, — J]a BOT TOJBKO B BhI-
60ope omMOIMCh — He HYKHBIM OKa3aJICSl TAKOU MOAAPOK, KaK Sl
Beixonut, He 3psi COMHEBAJICS B TOM, 4TO MeHs KynsaT. OTKpbUIn
Ha NEPBOM CTPAHULE, TPOWIM Napy CTPOK M 3akpbumd. M ¢ Ton



MUHYTBI [IJ11 MEHs1 HACTynwia BeuHocTh. Ho o3Havaer yim TBOE
MOSIBJICHHE TO, YTO HAIlla UCTOPUS €IE HE 3aKOHYMIIACH ? !

— To, 4TO THI HEe HAMIENT CBOErO UYUTATENSI, O3HAYAET, UTO UC-
TOpUs el He 3aKOHYMJIACh, — CKa3ajla CTPaHUYKa.

Tom BO3IMKOBAII.

— U ne Tonbko unrarens. EmE s xody ObITh ¢ BAMU, CTOSITh HA
OIHOH MOJIKE ¢ BaMu!

Ho nortom Bapyr 3arpycTui.

— Ja, Ho... KaK s cMory BeiOpathest otciona? Eciu s mpocto
NPBITHY BHU3, TO... OOJIOXKKA Y MEeHsI U Oe3 TOro He CIIUIIKOM
MpUBJIEKaTeIbHAS. . .

— He Goiics, — ckazana ctpanndka. — C ToO0i HUYero He CITy-
YUTHCSI.

— Tebe HEBO3MOXKHO HE TIOBEPUTbH, — CKazall ToM.

[Mocrne vero oH 0OepHYJICS M CKa3asl Ha IPOIaHbe KHUTaM:

— Yectb umero! Paj Obl1 3HAKOMCTBY ¢ Bamu !

Ho BmecTo Takoil e 3a10pHOM (ppa3bl, B OTBET YCIbIILIAT OT
HUX TO, YETO COBCEM HE OKMJIAJl YCIbIIATb.

— XM, Yy/IHOM CTapHK, — CKa3ajla OHa KHUTA IPYyTroM.

— Iloxoske, 3M0pOBO y HEro B rojloBe NMOMYTHJIOCh, — Bbljajia
PEIUTUKY Jpyrasi.

— W tak, nounTai, HUKOMY He HYK€H, a TeNepb eIE U KAIEKOU
ce0s crmenaetr. Kun Obl ceOe He TYXKWII... — BbICKa3asla MbICIb
TPEThSI.

— Bor-BOT, 4em 1ioxo emy ObUIo ¢ HaMu?! A TaMm, CHApyXH,
WIyT JOXIW, U 3UMa YK He 3a Topamu. Tak u mponaieTr OeaHs-



ra... — COUyBCTBEHHO MPOU3HECTIA YETBEPTASI.

— Jla namHO Bam, — cKa3ana nartas. — MoxeT, Takas cyapoa y
He€. UTo eciu Obl, CKakeM, Bac Haruvca Oe3ymell, Uiy Balllu Uc-
TOpUU UMeIu Obl Tparnveckoe 3aBepiiieHue? lymaere, Bbl cMor-
71 Obl U3MEHUTH CBOIO CYIHOY?

[IpaBaa, mOoTOM OHA KHHTa BCTynuiIach 3a Toma:

— Bam He cTeigHo? Brl ke kauru! Moxer, 3To B Bac HaImca-
HO MHOT0 JIMIIHEro u HeoOs3aTenbHoro? Cyns 1o Baiemy pas-
TOBOPY, TaK OHO M €CTb!

Ha tosbko ToMm e€ He yciblia, — II0TOMY 4TO OH YK€ IIPbIT-
Hy1. U nippIrHyin ¢ otyastHust. Pa3roBop KHUT rokosedas ero yBe-
PEHHOCTb, €/1Ba He BHYIIWJI CTpax. « YTo eciu BCE Ha caMoM Jielie
TaK, — MOAYMaJ OH, — YTO, €CJIM CTPAaHUUYKA — BCETO JIMIIb CTPa-
HUYKA, a 1 — HCHOPMAJIbHbIA CTApUK, U TAaKOB K€ U MOU aBTOp?
Benpb TO, 0 4€M OHM rOBOPST, TaK MOXOKE HA PEAVIbHYI0 UCTOPHIO,
TOrJla KaK Haila co CTPAaHUYKON HUCTOpHs OOJblIle HATOMUHAET
CKa3Ky».

KHura He xaana mogapka ot cyibObl, OHA TOTOBA ObUIA TTPU-
HATH cOOCTBEHHYI0 norudess. Ho ciyunnock yygo. Ha momortpb
el IIpUIIET BETep: OH 3aMeJnI e€ naaenue. 1 oHa He ynapuiach
(He pa30mIach B KAKOM-TO CMBICIIE) O 3eMJTIO, a IJIABHO OITyCTHU-
Jlach Ha Hee€.

OmyTuB ceOs 1eibiM M HeBpeAUMbIM, TOM OTKPBUI TJIa3a,
yBUJEN nepes] cOO0W CTPaHUYKY, U OT PAJOCTH 3arllaKkal.

— Ilpoctu 3a cnés3pl, — rOBOPUJ OH CTPAHUYKE, — MPOCTO, B
TIOCJIETHUI MOMEHT 51 TIOTepsUT BepY, a ceituac BHOBB e€ 0OpeTaro.



Kak ke 51 pag u GnarogapeH Ku3HH, 4TO Y MeHs ecTb Thl! Kakoe
4ya0, 4to y MeHs ectb Thi! [lo3Bosb crapuky Tomy nath Tebe
UM — 51 HE AyMajl HaJl HAIM HU MUHYTBI, B 9TOT CBETJIbIA MUT
OHO CaMO MpPHIIIO MHE Ha YM, HABEPHOE, €ro LIEeNHy1 BeTep. S
Oyny 3BaTh Te0s1 CTpaHHNYKON. CTpaHHUYKA, KOTOpasi TPYKUT
¢ BeTpoM!
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Xonmca CrpaHHnYKa yBuzena enie€ mzganeka. OH cujen Ha
NOIOKOHHUKE M CMOTpeJl B OKHO. Eil moka3anock, 4YTo OH Toxke
yYBUJEN €€, TaK KaKk BHE3alHO oxuBWics. U Brpasay... BETpy
He MPUIIUIOCh YCUIIMBAThCA U IIIyMETh Ha 3TOT pa3 — XOJIMC caM
pacrnaxHyJl OKOHHYIO JBeplly niepel, Heil. Bua y Hero Obu1 crio-
KOIHBII X1 HEMHOTO 33 JyMUYUBBIN, HECMOTPsI HA YyBCTBO PaJIO-
CTH, KOTOPOE OH MUCHBITHIBAJ OT BCTPEYH C JPYroM.

— YTO-TO CIIyYMJIOCh, YTO-TO U3MEHWJIOCh B BaC, Bbl CJIOBHO
0OBATHI I71aMeHeM ?! — BJIOXHOBEHHO ITPOM3HEC OH.

— I Bupena Toma. OH He HALIET TO, YTO OOBIYHO HAXOIAT KHU-
'Y, KOrJa UX MOKYMAIOT. .. — oTBevasa emy CTpaHHUUKA.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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